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Yeatrh read Yew. Page 136. dele the Defcript'ion of Turk's Head. Page 139. line 18. for expands itfelf hori-

ontally r°i7^ expanding itfelfhorizontally. Page idfb. for 'Qtz-viood Tree Beef-wood Tree. Ibid, dele ¥uiY\Q

Tree. Page 164. for Buombo read Bumbo. Page 170. lineal, /jr reddifh, thick and fucculent. Page iSd. line

12. dele red before Veins. Page 182. line 22. for fort read fpecies. Page 186. dele Cochineal. Page 208, line 20.

for brownifh read brown. Page 209. line 11. for brownifli read brown. 210 line ^. for high read long. Ibid I. 33.

for high read'm height. Ibid, line 36,/ar brownifli read brown. Page 216, line 9. /ir roundifli Pods rt-^^ round Poas.

//>/.'/. °/w 10. /jr thoug hfomewhat though fomewhat. Ibid, line 18. after that Time add from their being

plante.l. Pe^ge 220. for Antegoa read Antegua. Page 221. dele Wild Penny-royal. Ibid, line 15. dele the afer by.

Ibid, line 20. dele a.nd roundifh. Page 222. line \ l. for are longifh readers abcut five Inches long, narrow and fharp

pointed. Ibid, line 23. after Colt's Foot add and the Colour. Page 223. line 23. after Icdves add {omewhat fimilai.

Idid. lines 33 and 34. for three Inches thick read two Inches thick near the Earth . Page 224. line 8. for Abundance
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Page 255, for purplifti Sea Mofs, read purple Sea Mofs. Ibid, line 30. /ar purpliih Colour read purple. Pr.ge 258.

line 3. after Refemblance to it add in Shape. Page 261. line 15. after reality add of. Pjge 262. line 3. for it often

read it lome Times. Ibid, line 14. for about the Roots of the great Feelers read where the Feelers take their Rife. lb.

line ajter Sed. add th'xs. Ibid, after Shoals add 01 fnch (hallow Places. Ibid, line 28. for which ihey calt, read

which theydo. Page 266. line 8. for but oftener read and often Graneries near the Sea-liJe. Ibid line \.for twenty

Pounds read ten Pounds. Page 268. line 19. for Fancifulnefs read Fancy. Page 273, for Vergil, read Virgil ; for
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rilhment is convey'd to the Filh. Page 297. Ime 'y)-for langid read languid. Page 298 Plate 24 Jhould be marked
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A D D E N .D A The mid Can e.

"pH I S grows to about fifteen Feet high. Its Flags refemble to thofe of the Reeds in England, and the Body is gene-

rallv thicker than a Walking-cane, and ftrong ; the young Canes at about two or three Inches growth are made
into Pickles. Plate 10 *. being the Defcription of the Bay Berry Tree, is to be placed oppojite to Page 145.

Rose-Shells.
H E S E are of two Sorts, the whlte^ and thofe tinged with a Maideti's-blufh ; the latter are very rare to be met
v/ith, but the former are in great Plenty on moft of our fandy Bays.

Thcfc, with a Species of the fmall black Buccinum Kind, and another Species of very fmall Shells of a pale green,

and often called Pea-fliells, are with great A iTiduity, gathered and fent to England : With the firft Kind the Ladies form

a lively Reprefentation of Rofes ; the fecond ferve to imitate the Seed and Seed-veflels in fuppofed full-blown Sun-
flower-:, and the third are of no iefs Service to reprefent thofe fmall Granulations common to the thrummy Difcusof
fome, as well as the Summits of other apetalous Fbwers,
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THE

E F A C E.

AT URAL Philofophy fiouHOied firfl in the Eaft.

It was in great Perfeflion among the A[jyria7ts^

Chaldceans^ and Egyptians
;
and, if their Knowlege

of it had been faithfully conveyed to Pofterity, we
might have expeded, that the next Age of Learn-

ing in Greece would have been able to have made
greater Progrefs in that noble Science.

* " But, alas ! here Philofophy was forced to put
" on a poetical Drefs, adorned by the Poets, its

" Patrons, with Fables, and enlivened with extravagant Fancies. Nor
" was Athens itfelf proof againfl: fo prevailing a Corruption."

This was the State of every Branch of Philofophy in Greece ; nor did

this Study meet with much better Succefs in the firft Part of the fucceed-

ing Roman Empire. " For while this was in its Infancy, during the Three
*' firft Ages, which were fpent in conquering Italy ; Stridlnefs of Man-
" ners, and the Art of War, were their chief Study, and continued to be
" fo, till they were Mafters of the Eaft." Then Oratory became their

Darling. Upon the Declenfion of the Roman Empire, the Darknefs of

Ignorance, that enfued thro' many fucceffive Ages, fpread like Elijah\

Cloud, and, in a Darknefs, like that of Egypty enveloped the fmall Re-
mains of Learning in almoft a total Eclipfe.

Nor did the Philofophical Part of it revive, or fhew the lead Spark of

its native Brightnefs, till Galileo in Italy ^ and the great Bacon in England,

became its Patrons.

A It

* sprat's Hiftory of th© Royal Society,

P R



PREFACE.
It was about this Time that Natural Hiftory, as well as every jBianch

of Experimental Philolbphy, became the Study of great Men in different

Countries, in Engla?7d efpecially, and fome time afterwards in France^

under the Protecftion of that great Patron of Literature
,
/.^lij/j theXIVth,

whofe Princely Favours fought for, and encouraged, Men of Learning,

not in Fraitce only, but in the mofl: diftant Countries.

" But of late Years its greateft Promoters have been the Royal Society

" in E?igland^ and the Academy of Sciences in Fra?ice : By their means

chiefly, has the World received more ufeful Difcoveries and Improve-
" ments in one Century, than it had done for many Ages before."

" If they go on with the fame unwearied Diligence and Succefs for one
" Century more, what Depths of Nature will not be explored ? What
" Treafures of Knowlege will not be difplayed ?"

But tho' many Branches of this excellent Study have, of late Years,

been fo laudably cultivated, to the Glory of God, and the Good of

Mankind
; yet we have Caufe to lament, that our Purfuits of this Nature

are ftill deficient.

The feveral ingenious and learned Difcoveries of Malpighl^ Grew^
Ray, Derhajn^ and Hales (among many others that might be added),

tho' excellent in their Kind, are yet but fo many well-proportioned Limbs
of an unflnifhed Piece.

Other Sciences and Arts owe their Perfedion, not only to theCapacity

of the great Men who ftudied them, but likewife to the confined Nature

of the Subjedis treated of.

But as to Natural Hiftory, fo many are the Species of Animals, Plants,

and Foflils, which are yearly difcovered, that we may juftly fay with

Pliny, MultU7n adhuc rejlat operis, multumq-, rejlabit ; nec ulli nato pqfl
mille facula pracluditur occafio aliquid adjiciendi. And tho' the Study of

fo extenfive a Subjed tc attended with fome Difliculty, yet will it prove

no lefs pleafing than ufeful.

In other Hiftorics we meet with, at leaf}, a great Mixture of Pain

with our Pleafure. If in Biography we are firft charmed with the

great Talents and amiable Charader of Cafar, whilft in the true Intereft

of his Country ; fhall we not be grieved to find, that his Ambition, at

'laft, proved fatal to many Thoufands of his Fellow-Citizens and Coun-
trymen ? If we are pleafed with the Life and A(5^ions of Epatninondas

;

as the fatal Cataftrophe of his laft unhappy Period draws on, can any
Degree of Chearfulnefs check the rifing Sigh, or flop the falling Tear ?

When from Biography we purfue Mankind through the general Hi-
ftory of Nations, we fhall be fhocked with monftrous Examples of
Wickedncfs, far overbalancing the few fuecefsful Inftances of difinterefled

Virtue. In



PREFACE.
In one Age we fee Epiuleti/s banifncd, and the veneral^Ie Se::eca

doomed to Death, whilft Domitian and Nero are covered with Purple.

In another Period, injured Majefty bows the Neck to relcntlefs Ty-
ranny.

If, from this unamiable Stream of liiftoric Truth, we explore its

branching Rivulets, and feek for Pleafure in our Refearches into the An-
tiquity of Nations 5 this Study, tho' always hai mlefs, and fometimes

ufeful
;

yet, after an irkfome and tedious Purfuit, thro' Paths rendered

obfcure and dark by Length of Time, or Ignorance, or made almofh im-

pervious by Superftition, after a Life fpent in fuch Inquiries, perhaps the

ultimate Refult will be, how precifely to determine the Day and Year,

that memorable -/Era, which gave Birth to a Nijnrod^ who conquered fome

fmall Province, or built fome little City, and reigtied its Tyrant ; or per-

haps the Period of our Labours will clofe with the diminutive Difcovery

how to fix the original Meaning of fome obfcure Sentence, or even an

obfolete Word.

Whereas, in purfuing the Study of Nature, and meditating upon the

exad Harmony fo vifible in the Works of the Creation, we are fure to

meet with untainted Pleafures ; not fuch as proceed from the Tranfports

of an heated Imagination, or a violent Paffion, but Pleafures, like that of

Health, ftill and ferene.

The Accomplifhments we acquire by many other Studies, may, by

foothing our Vanity, occafionally miflead us, and likewife byafs human
Nature with a ftrong Propenfity towards fome favourite Prepoffelfion of

the Will.

Thus the Oratory of Cicero^ indued with every Power to pleafe

to raife or calm the various Pafiions in the human Breaft ; ( a noble

Endowment, when employed in the Caufe of Virtue \ ) But (fuch, alas !

is the Inftability and Imperfedion of human Nature) this very Talent,

which gave him Pre-eminence above other Men, became fubfervdent to

indulge a Weaknefs, which we muft at once condemn and pity. To
living defar^ the Orator paid the pleafing Tribute of Adulation and

Praife: —But, when dead, loaded him with Reproaches.

If we defcend to many other Branches of Study, and polite Literature

(efpecially in the prefent Age), we fhall find, that thefe Embellifliments

too often tend only to infpire us with a fanfied Superiority over others, and

ferve, at beft, but to fet forth and enliven fome particular Occafion or

Period of Life. Their Amufements, to make ufe of a great Writer's

Simile, " * are likea Fountain,which, on fome gaudy Days, fpouts forth a

" frothy Stream, but remains dry all the reft ot the Year."

But fuch are the SubjecSls of our Inquiries in Natural Philofophv, that

they are as large, and as lafting, as the Univerfc, full of inexhauftible

Lord Vifcount Bol'wgbrole. Variety,



PREFACE.
Variety, worthy (next the facred Oracles) of the Attention of him, whom
God hath placed at the Head of this lower World.

By contemplating thefe Subjeds, we are gradually led from Things

vifible, to the Knowlege of him who is invdfible. Here we fee innume-

rable Inftances of Harmony, Beauty, and Order, not to be imitated by the

mofl: laborious Endeavours of any human Art or Contrivance.

Thofe delighted with the Vegetable Creation may, each returning

Spring, not only be pleafed with their Profufion of Sweets, and of fuch

beautiful Colours, as excel even a Solomon in all his Glory \ but likewife

our Inquiries may now be as boundlefs as the Creation ; no forbidden

Tree checks our Curiofity ;
but, with Solomon^ we may explore their Se-

crets, from the lofty Cedar to the humble HylTop, fpringing from the

Wall.

When by thefe, and fuch-like Inquiries, we find in every thing a wife,

good, and ufeful Defign, it will afford us Pleafures, purer and fuperior

to thofe which the fanguine Glory of Arms, boundlefs Ambition, or fa-

tiated Avarice, can give. It will infpire us with Sentiments moft pleafing,

as mofl: fuitable, to that divine Image the Almighty has pleafed to ftamp

of himfelf upon the human Mind.

<{ * What room can there be for low little Things in Minds fo ufefully

" and fo nobly employed ? What dark and melancholy Paflions can over-

fhadow his Heart, whofe Senfes are conftantly entertained with fo

" many various Productions ? " The leaft good Effedt attending thefe

Purfuits will be an innocent Joy.

"What Anger, Envy, Hatred, or Revenge, can long torment hisBreafI:,

whom not only the noblefl: Objedls, but even every Infedl, every Blade
" of Grafs, or Grain of Sand, can divert?" To whom the Return of

every Seafon fuggefts a Circle of the moft innocent Amufements.

From thefe Inquiries, he will learn the infinite Diftance between his

great Creator and himfelf " This will teach him to worfhip that Wif-
" dom by which all Things are fo eafily fuftained, and will lead him to

" dire6i: his Praifes aright."

There is not the fmalleft Part of this Globe left without evident Sig-

natures of God's Goodnefs. If this little Spot we are treating of, pro-

duces not the Sapphire, the Carbuncle, Topaz, or Ruby, we are not

wanting, however, in the more truly valuable Produ<5tions of Nature,

which are chiefly fubfervient to the Neceffities and Conveniencies of Life
;

and even our moft barren Hills are not unferviceable : If their high

Summits want their grateful Verdure ; if out of their Sides we cannot

dig Brafs
; yet it is to thefe, under Providence, we owe the former and

the
* Spraf^ Hiftory of the Royal Society.
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tlie latter Rain, by intercepting feveral Clouds, and v/atry Vapours, that

would othervvife fly over us.

It is from the Sides of thefc Hills and Mountains that the living Streams

-defcend, fo grateful and refrefhing to Men and Eeafls in hot Climates. It

is likewife to their friendly Shades, that we owe the Growth of feveral

valuable Plants, whofe delicate Texture could not bear the long-continued

piercing Rays of the Sun.

But, among other providential Blefiings, the Conftancy of the Trade-

Winds is not the leaft valuable : Without this, all other Conveniencies,

fuch as Pleafantnefs of Situation, Richnefs of Soil) and feafonable V/eather,

would be of no Service ; flnce the Return of each Day, new, by the

Breezes of this Wind, made cool and grateful, would, without this pro-

vidential Allotment, be infufterable through Heat : The tender Plant

would lofe its grateful Verdure, fade, wither, and die»

It may perhaps be faid by fome Readers, that thefe, and fuch Re-
flections, are too often interfperfed through the following Work ; and

that it would be fufficient barely to treat of the Nature and QuaHties of

the Subjects in a Philofophical Light, v/ithout drawing any Concluflons

ifrom them, though they evidently point out the Wifdom, Power, and
Goodnefs of God, in the Make, Nature, and Ufe of each Individual.

• The Anfwer to fuch is eafy : That the original and true Ufe of Philo-*

fophy was to render Mankind good as well as learned
; by raifnig their

Thoughts from Things vifible, to the invifible Author of all Periedion.

Shall Galen^ a Heathen Philofopher, break out into Raptures of Admi^
ration, upon the Difcovery of fo many Marks of infinite Wifdom in the

•Formation of the Eye ? And, fhall Chriftians be blamed for taking notice

of fuch Infl:ances of God's Vv'ifdom in other Parts of the Creation ?

- Philofophy, when rightly applied, is of great Ufe, even in a religious

View : It was this that taught Pythagoras Integrity of Manners, and Au=-

fherity of Life.

This nlade EjnpcdocJes prefer a quiet private Life to the Splendor of a

Crown, with all its lucrative Advantages.

This t^vi^t Socrates to die as free from Haughtinefs asWeaknefs ; and
" the mofl; beautiful Linearnents, in the CharaCler bf Caio^ are owing tO

*^ this e:xcellent Science."

Here the great Bacon experienced more exalted Pleafures than in the

Sunfliine of a Court. It was this that not only corredted the pafl: Inad-

vertencies of his Life, unto which an infatuated Attachment to Grandeur

had milled him, but likewife recalled his great Talents from meaner Pur-

fuits to their proper Objects—To explore the hidden Secrets of Nature :

And, by making Experience and Rcafon go haiid in hand, he not only
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exploded thofe groundlefs dogmatical Opinions, which Length of Time

had rendered venerable to Ages of Ignorance ; but likewife, by number-

lefs Experiments, both fought and difcovered feveral valuable Truths
;

which, like rich Ore, had been long hid under Rubbiih.

Future Difcoveries will, no doubt, in fo inquifitive an Age as this,

bring likewife to Light many Secrets of Nature, which even ftill lie hid

in Obfcuriry ; But, in order to be fuccefsful in fuch Attempts ; as the

Harvell is large, and the Labourers few, every AfTiftance ought to be em-
braced, even from Men of no extraordinary Talents : Thefe, like Hewers
of Wood, and Drawers of Water, may be ferviceable. It may be, per-

haps, neceffary to premife, that we are not to expedl the moft exadl

Performance of this Kind to be in every Part equally engaging. The
hiftorical Defcription of a Country, like its natural Appearance, muft

needs be attended with Variety. And as, in travelling over it, we muft
climb high rocky Hills, and pafs through dreary Defarts, as well as open

Lawns, and flowery Meads ; fo the Reader muft not always exped to be

entertained with beautiful Images, and a Loftinefs of Style. In Variety

of Subjeds, this muft alter with the Nature of theThings to bedefcribed.

For Inftance : A pompous Stile and Language would ill fit a bare

Narration of Fadts, or the Defcription of a groveUing Plant. Upon the

Whole, that Stile or Method of Writing (as a great Orator hath obferved)

is beft, which reprefents the Subjed in Words moft expreflive of their

Nature and Qualities.

As I have been obliged, in the Courfe of the following Treatife, to

differ in Opinion from feveral Authors, I have endeavoured to do it

without fupercilioufly condemning them, or, I hope, even leftening that

Benevolence which we owe to one another ; and which is the fureft Foun-
dation of focial Happinefs.

The Miftakes of many Authors, who have treated of Places not per-

fedly known to them, are almoft unavoidable ; and will be always fo,

whilft they receive their Informations from Men, who have neither a

Capacity to difcern, Judgment to reprefent Things in their proper Light

;

nor are ingenuous enough to relate nothing but Truth.

The Miftakes, therefore, of fuch Authors, are by no means the Object

of Ridicule : Juftice, Good-nature, and Candour, ought to be always

infeparable from human Kind ; efpecially when we prefume to fit as

judges upon other Mens Works ; left we fliould raftily pronounce that a

Crime, which, at moft, was but the EfFedl of too great a Share of Cre-

dulity : A Misfortune, which Men of the greateft Veracity themfelves

have been often led into.

Thus
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Thus the great Boerhaave^ depending upon the Information of others,

hath been induced to believe the Barbados Green Tar (an evident bitu-

minous FofTil) to be an Exfudation from a Vegetable.

No Faults, therefore, of this Kind, are, juftly fpeaking, proper Ob-
jedls of Cenfure, but thofe which Men wilfully commit, and, by pre-

tended ufeful DIfcoveries, impofe upon the Public : Thefe, like falfe

Lights, or erroneous Land-marks, are of an heinous Nature ; rife into

Crimes ; and become gradually of a deeper Dye, as their Impofitions

upon Mankind are more or lefs of ill Confequence.

Nor are thofe Men excufable, who (tho' in Things indifferent) love to

dwell upon the Marvelous ; and either furprifingly aggrandize or dimi-

nifh the Subje£l:s they treat of, juft as it beft fuits with their Fancy. Here
the Vanity of being thought fuperior to thofe who went before them, as

well as more learned than their Neighbours, hath a great Share. But the

(hort-lived Portion of all fuch, is a flafhy temporary Glare of Applaufe
;

which, like Lightning, whilft it fhines, deftroys. In purfuing Fame,
they fly from Veracity, its beft and fureft Pillar

; and, without which,

no Charadler can be truly valuable.

How far I have myfelf obferved thefe Rules, and avoided thefe Faults,

muft be left to the Public to determine ; as well as with what Succefs I

have, upon the Whole, through untrodden Paths, purfued my Subjedt.

And, as this, in its different Branches, required Variety of Readi ig, as

well as Talents peculiarly adapted to each, the learned and candid Reader
will look upon any little Inaccuracy as almoft unavoidable, and there-

fore excufable.

This I can with Truth fay, that I have not reprefented one fingle

Fad, which I did not either fee myfelf, or had from Perfons of known
Veracity. And, as to the Arguments offered to fupport any fpecula-

tive Part of the Work, thefe muft ftand or fall by their own intrinflc

Worth.

THE
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PACE 6. Line l. for inbublud read inhabited. In Note (8) for hlgn r. high, p. 36, I. I. for Leuteplmatla r, Leuctpblcgmtttia. p. B7. in

lYizJio'e, (qt Barbades T, Barbadet. p. 8g. It 26. aiter Jometimes a great dial longer. p. 116. 1. 27. dele equal before Knotvlege.

p. 118. 1. 22. for Ten Pir.:: r. 7en Pounds, p. J35. iele very frick/y, p. 142. 1. 10. ie\t having never an cdd one at tbe End, after

/ma// add unequal. p. 143. 1. 32. dele they, and add w/ri. p. 145. after Bay-berry add Plate X *. p. 146. 1. 14. for Bee-iuced r.

£eef-tvocd. 1. 30. </y«n^ dele p. 159. 1, 14. for its "white Flotvers i. the Flowers "which are •while. p. 1 66. 1. 2. r. /« Leaves "which

are auriculatcd. 1. 4. dele as it "were into Ears. p. 170. 1. 34. for Caffulee r. Capfula. p. 171. 1. 33. ior Kitifenia r, Kitifonia. p. 176.
1. 12. for Loopholes r. Locopholes. p. 181. 1. 3. for Popo t. Papa"w. p. 186. dele rii^ Dejcription of the Cochineal. p. 192. J. 13. after

ylppearance r. i)i)f inftead of fultry, 1. 14, after /a/rry add f/ify ar; ri<n moft generally produced, p. 202. 1. 28. for c» the Main r. e« tbeContinent

c/" America. p. 205. 1. 32. for all over the Ijland r. in moft Parts of the JJland. p. 212. I. 35. for Capfula r, Capfula. p. 214. 1. 4. ifor

cppofite to the Stalk r. oppofite to the main Stalk. p. 218. 1. 21. for Lcavet read Petals. p. 223. 1. 19. for Pc/d r. Papaw. p. 224.
J. 15. forport time r. fome time. p. 242. 1, 19. after TO/fi r. like"ivife. p. 249. 1. 29. for MelaJJes r. Molajfcs. 1. 36. after add nef fo.

3. 39. for Melafj'es r. Molaffes, p. 250. 1. II. for Meleffes r, Molafjes. p. 252. 1. 35. for capillarious r, capillaceous. p. 255. 1, II. for

peculiarly r. peculiar ta it. p. 260. dele P/are X. Fig. 4. p. 263. I, 29. dele "when laft. p. 267. 1. 30. after but add by. p. 280.
J. 15. after Toe add andToe Nail. p. 280. 1. 17. for Echinie r. Echini, p. 285. 1. 15. for Couzy r. Coury, p. 290. 1. 27. dele P/fl«XVII»

7. p. 302, 1. 24. after guardtd add v/itb Sbttt, p. 306, 1. 28. for Slipfinefs r. SUpperinefs, 1. 36, for SUppinefs r, Slipferinefs,

The Bay-Berry Tree cclincafed in Piatt; le. maiked thus * is t-y be Paged J4r. Pht« 24. for Page 298. rftfrf 280. PJate 11. for Pagi
3 52. narf Page 152. The Sea-Eggs menticned in Page 279. and 280. and faid to be in Plate 26- Fig. r. Fig. i. as well as the Plate Fi/h,
or the flat Sea-Fgg inentioiiJd in Page i^o. and 281. and faid to be in Plate 28. Fig. 3. Fig. 4. are to b; fr.und in Plate 24- Page 280. Page
;8o. I're 20. ('d: notaf::r were. P.i£e g. line 40. for auttiores rtai/acutioies. In the Addenda, Psge 2. line 27. g.;\,aCs, read thKtlC't
for 'TOf^'JCt©-, read "TOptpvpi©-

.

p^- T/}c Reader is defired I'lkewife to cenfult the Errata at the End of the Lift of Subfcribers.

The following Names did not come in Time to be inferted in the General LIST.

Henry Bellingham, Ef^-, Large Paper
Edward Barry, M. D. Large Paper.

Thomas Litton, Efq; Large Paper.

Faithful Fortefcue, Efq; Large Pap>er.

Edward Mears, Mei-chant^ Small Paper.

Edward Meade, Efq; Small Paper,

Mr. Cooper, Small Paper,
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Iflafia BARBABO S.

BOOK I.

H E greateft Extent of this Ifland is from Lat.
The Extent

of thelfland.

To Latitude

13

13

Difference

I o

23

1 3 Min.

O 2 T

12^-

From Longitude Weft from London - 58 : 4 9 ^

To Longitude - -- -- -- -- 5^
Difference of Longitude 00

Its greateft Length from Goidding s Green, in St,

Lucy s Parifh, to Ajtanias Foiiit^ in the Pariih of

Chriji Churchy is -O'i Stat. Miles.

Its greateft Breadth from Kirtrige s Pointy in St. Phdifs Parifli, to a

Point near Mr. Peyne\^ in St. yames"s Parilli, is 1 3 •

-f
Stat. Miles.

The Circumference of the whole Iftand, from fome ot the furrounding

principal Points, is — 54^1 Stat. Miles.

Its firft Appearance from the Sea to the Eaftvvard, is fomewhat hilly to

the South-weft, and North-weft more level. Its Surface generally appears

covered with a grateful Verdure, which, variegated with lofty (i) Trees,

and large Buildings, affords many different, and thofe very beautiful Pro-

fpedls. The higheft Part of the Iftand is a rocky Cliff, in the Eftate of

Fra?icis Vaughan^ Efq; whofe perpendicular Altitude is 9 1 5 Feet, the ho-

rizontal Bafe being taken from High-water Mark.

B Amono;
" (i) By lofty Trees, we are to underftand thofe chiefly which are planted near Dwelling houfcs, gcnerilly

more for Ornament than Ufe. As for large Timber-trees, fo neceffary to make and repair the Sugar-Mills,

and other larger Buildings, we arc obliged to bring tUcfe, at a great Expence, chiefly from the Iflands of

St. Liuia ai)d Tohjgi.



2 The Natural Hiflory of the Book I

Among many uncertain Conjeftures, thofe who derive the Name given

to this Ifland, from the Pcriiigueje Language, are moft properly in the

Right ; for, as they were the firft Difcoverers of the Weft-India Iflands (if

not America in general), it is not unreafonable to fuppofe, that they might

give this, and the neighbouring Iflands, a Name analogous to fomething re-

markable in their firft Appearance ; and nothing of this kind could be

more furprifing to Europea7U^ than to fee the Shores fhaded with a kind of

Fig-trees, differing from all other Trees in the manner of their Growth ;

'

for, from their Branches hang innumerable fmall Filaments growing down-

wards, till they touch pHe'Eartli, an3 then take Root. ThefcTliread^ikre

Refemblances have been called by the Englijh^ from the firft Settlement of

the Ifland to this Time, the Beards of the Fig-trees : And in all Probabi-

lity the Portu^ue e might originally have the fame Notion of their Refem-

blance, and from thenCe called this, and the neighbouring lilands, con-

whyaWtA yindilY^ Las Barbaras y i. e. the Bearded IjJands ; for Coiifa Barbada in that
Baioadas. Language fignifieth any thing bearded. And, when this Ifland came to

be inhabited by the EngliJJj, it retained the general Name given originally

to the Whole ; whilft the neighbouring Iflands, iince fettled, were, fc«-

The origi- t)iitin6lion-.^ake, obliged to be called by different Names. If we confult
ns! Names the moft auticnt Hiftorics,- -divin€ or human, we fhall find, that the Etv-
or Piciccs J

expreffive ofmolo'^y of the Original Names given to Places and Things hath, in general,

tfon'^NaniVe
a-T^lative Meaning, -exprefTive of their Nature, Qualities, or Situation,

or Quality. Thus, as early as the Time of Af^'^^j, when the Spies, who had been

to view the Land of Canaan^ had brought from thence a Bunch of Grapes,

fo large, that they bare it between Two, when the Ifraelites got Poffeffion

of the Country, they called the Valley by the Name of ^yy^^a. in Memory
of the Bunch of Grapes ; for fo the Hebrew Word EJbcol fignifieth.

An unhealthy Part of Arabia was called by the Hebrews moi^rr Hatfar-
f?iavethj and by the Arabians Hadramaut^ i. e. the Gate or En-
tra?Ke of Death. And in Genefis it is faid, that the Herdfmen of Gerar

did flrive with Ifaac\ Herdfmen, faying, U^e Water is ours : And he called

the Name of the Well p^y Ezeky i. e. Coiztejitiony becaufe they ftrove with

him. Innumerable are the Inftances which might be produced from feve-

ral Languages, efpecially from the Celtic and Greeks to prove that feveral

Words in thofe Languages are adapted to reprefent and be expreffive of

the Subjects treated of.

The Works of Homer are full of Inftances of this Kind
; and, among

many others that might be produced, the original Celtce called the Sun
'Titan ; a Name evidently derived from 7;, a Houfe, and Tan^ Fire ; which
is very fignificant of the Notion moft Eaftern Nations had of that Planet.

If what hath been obfefved of fimilar Inftances and Examples have

any Weight, we may, from Parity of Reafon, be fatisfied with the pre-

fent Etymology of the Name given to this Ifland, and proceed to obferve,

that the Atmofphere is, in general, ferene and clear, feldom cloudy ; and
from a total Abfence of Hail, Froft, or Snow, it is never liable to thofe

many and fudden Viciftitudes, no lefs common than prejudicial in variable '

- Climates,
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Climates, either to the Southward, or to the Northward, of the Tropics.

And fuch is the Serenity and Clcarnefs of the Atmofphere, that the AirTheCiear-

is, in general, very healthy: But what chiefly conduces to its Purity, isntyof the

the Regularity of theTrade-Winds, which, feldom varying throughout the

Year, further from the EafI:, than to the Eaft-north-eaft, and confe-

quently pafling over a vaft Trad of Water of about 5127 Miles (for about

that Diftancefrom us, is the neareft Point of (2) Land on the oppofite

Shore), or were it only even what lies betwixt the Tropic and our Lati-

tude, it mufi: neceflarily blow upon the Ifland in cool refrefhing Gales.

It is likewife no fmall Advantage, or rather Happinefs, that we have

neither Bogs nor Marfhes, to ftagnate our Waters, which, being exhaled

into Vapours, might be pernicious ; nor large Forefts of Trees, which not

only prevent the Winds in their Paflage, but likewife generate moift Air,

caufed by the great Quantity of Vapours which perfpire through their

Leaves, as well as from the fhaded moifl: Soil : By this means the Inha-

bitants are free from the Fever and Ague, fo common to the Inhabitants

of uncultivated Iflands.

As it cannot be foreign to my Subjed, I beg Leave to offer a few pro- Argument*

bable Conjedures, to prove that the Current of the Deluge, between the pfove^ th*ae

Tropics, ran from Eaft to Weft. One Argument that may be offered to ^ ^^^^^"^^^"^

prove this, is the fhattered Condition of the Eaftward Side of that Chain luge, be-

of Hills and Clifts, which are as Barriers to this Ifland, from Cuckold's

Pointy to a Place called Confei' s Bay ;
for, as they face the Eaft, their torn from Eaft to

State, in that Part alone, and no-where elfe, fhews, that they not only,

by their Situation, firft ftemmed, but, as they were higher than any other

Part of the Ifland, they wholly bore the repeated Percuflions of the Cur-

rent in the gradual Afcent of the Deluge, as well as, during the Conti-

nuance thereof, the Force of the Tides, until they were intirely over-

whelmed ; and even then, the higher they were, the nearer their Sum-
mits would be to the Surface ; therefore the greaterArch of a Circle they

would defcribe ; and confequently, they would be more violently prefl'ed

and torn by the Water, than Places nearer to the Centre.

This is evidently feen from the boifterous Surface of the Sea in a

Storm, whole Violence often waflies, or rather tears off large Pieces of

Rocks, whilft, at the fame time, the tendereft Sea Plant, at any confider-

able Depth, is not difturbed.

From hence we may obferve, that by how much the lower the level

Landj and the Valleys were, than the Tops of the Hills, by fo much lefs

they were difturbed ; and confequently, upon the Decreafe of the Deluge,

the fooner, and in greater Quantity, would the Dregs and Sediment

(which trailed gently along an even Bottom) fubfide and fettle : And
from hence, in part, proceed the different Degrees of Fertility in the Soils

of Hills and Valleys (3). Another Argument, that the Current of the In-

undation,

(2) Pcrtaventura in Africa. (3) The very deep Soil of moft fertile low Countries, fuch as

Egypty may be, in all Probability, primarily owing to the fubfided Ficces of the Deluge.
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undation, in the Time of the Deluge, ran, as above defcribed, is the

coping Figure of the liland, from Eall to Weft ; for, if we narrowly and

attentively view the feveral gradual Defcents of fo many continued PLidges

of Rocks, like Cafcades, declining precipitately to the Weftward (for In-

ftance, that long Chain of Hills, from Mount Gilboa^ in St, Lucids Parifh,

to t\i& Black Rocky in St. Mkhaers Parifh), we cannot well otherwife con-

clude, from the deep Soil, on the Eaftward of thele, where the Land is

level ; and from the ragged, and bare-wafh'd Surface, to the Weft ; but

that the latter was thus torn by theViolence of theWaters falling over them

;

and the former, the EfFeft of the fubfided Sediment, upon the Decreafe

of the Deluge. The Want of fuch a Bed of Rocks, from Black Bock to

St. Anne 5 Cajile,^ caufed that Chafm which opens to the Sea thro' Bridge-

7owny oppofite to the Valley of St. George s. What fui*ther confirms me
in my Opinion, and brings what I have firft offer'd, as conje<9^ral, to a

greater Degree of Certainty, is the Obfervation I made upon the ruinous

Tops of moft of the lofty Mountains in North America^ as well as in

England, In thofe Northern variable Climates, Nature felt the univer-

fal Shock promilcuoufly on every Point of the Compafs ; whereas our

Hills and Clifts, which extend along the Eaft Side of the Iftand, difco-

ver no Indications, on the Weftem Sides, of any Violence received, but

what was naturally occafion'd, by the falling off of the Waters, upon the

Decreafe of the Deluge. The Courfe of fo many deep Chalms, or abrupt

Fiftiires in theEarth (call'd here Gullies) always running from Eaft to Weft,

is Hkewife an additional, and even an unanfwerable Argument in favour

of what hath been urg'd upon this Head : And, that thefe were origi-

nally the Effe(9: of the Deluge, tho' fince much inlarg'd by repeated

Torrents, will evidently appear by viewing the oppofite Sides of thofe

deep Chalms in the Earth, where are to be feen large Pieces of Rocks,

that appear to have been once intire, but afterwards forcibly torn afun-

der : And as thefe divided Rocks are often to be found near the Heads
or Beginnings of thefe Gullies, where the greateft Stream of colle<9:ed

Rain-water, even in the greateft Flood, is too fmall and weak to be the

Caufe of fo violent a Separation ; therefore we may, with great Reafon,

conclude, that this Difunion, and torn State, was effed:ed by the Current

of the (4) Deluge ; and that its regular Courfe, to the Weftward, between

the Tropics, was but the natural Confequence of an {5) Eafterly Trade-

Wind, which guided and byafs'd its Courfe to that Point. Former

veryof^the
Defcnptions of this Iftand begin with barely mentioning its Difco-

JVeji-india very by the Portuguefc^ and the Settlement of the Englijh there,

thePcnu- in the Reign of }Lmg James the Firft, in the Year 1625, without

fSabitedby
^^^^ Icaft Inquiry, whether it had been ever before inhabited, and by

ehe£«^///A v/hom. It is, indeed, faid, that fome of the firft Difcoverers of this

Iftand

(4) This Opinion was confirm'd to me by the concurrent Conjedlure of Dr. Warren^ a very ingenious
Phyfician, late of this Ifland.

(5) The Caufe and Nature of Trade-Winds arc excellently explained by the great Dr. HalUy.



Book I. IJland of BARBADOS.
Ifland, found no Inhabitants upon their Arrival. However, we ought

not to conclude too haftily, that there never were any, until what is

offered to prove the contrary, be fully confidered. I was, indeed, once

partly inclined to that Opinion, induced to it from the Remotenefs of

this, from the whole Clufter of Iflands, viz, St, Lucia, Dominico^ Mary^
gala?it, Quardaloup^ St. Chj'ijlopher s

,
A?ttigua, and St, Vincc?u • which

laft, tho' neareft, is about one hundred Miles diftant. And as moft

of thefe are in Sight of one another, they are more convenient for mu-
tual Commerce in Time of Peace, and Embarkation in Time of War.

And what gives feveral of thefe the Advantage over this Ifland, with re-

gard to an Indian Settlement, is their far greater Number of open Bays

and Rivers, ftored with Tortoifes, and almoft an incredible Plenty of

Filli. But as we have late Inftances of their coming hither from

St. Vincent in their fmall Canoes, or Perriawgers, even for their Plea-

fure, I concluded, that they might formerly, more probably, come for

their Intereft
;

efpecially at certain Seafons of the Year, when the Fifli-

ing, or Game, in the other Iflands, grew either fcanty or fhy, by being

too often difl:urbed.

Thefe probable Conjectures, upon a farther Inquiry, were corrobo-

rated by the Suffrage of many aged Perfons ; feveral of whom were be-

tween eighty and ninety Years old, who, not only agreed in their re-

ceived Tradition, that there were Indians formerly in this Ifland, but like-

wife fome of them added farther, that their frequent Arrival to, or De-
parture from it, was always in the Wane of the Moon, for the Benefit of

light Nights ; and that when a Difference arofe between them and

the Englijh^ the Indians retired to their Faftneffes in the Woods ; and

that in their Way down to their Canoes, they would artfully hide them-

felves with Coverings of green Boughs, to elude the Search of the Englijh.

Now, fince the Parents of thefe aged Perfons, who give this Account,

might be old enough to be Eye-witneffes of thefe Things
;

fuch, and fo

early a Teftimony, where they had no apparent Inducement to deviate

from the Truth, mufl:, at leafl:, be allow'd to carry with it the ufual

Weight and Credit in fuch Cafes, till thefe Conjectures, flirengthened by

Tradition, and confirm'd by apparent Fads, grow to fuch a Degree of

Certainty, as to leave every Doubt inexcufable.

The Method I fhall take to prove their former (6) Refidence in this

Ifland (which to Poflierity may be ferviceable") will be to make it appear,

Firft^ That there are feveral Places, in this Ifland, called, to this Day,

after their Names. Secondly^ That in thefe very Places, there are daily dug
up fuch Marks of their former Refidence, as were peculiar to Indians,

Thirdly^ I fliall compare thefe feveral Evidences with thofe confeffedly fa-

tisfadory ones, in almofl: parallel Cafes. I fliall begin, by obfcrving, that

C the

(6) I am countenanced, in this feeming Digrefllon from the Subje^l, by many Cm-f and iJsWijw Au-
thors ; efpecially by the Example of Julius Co-far, who, in his Commentaries, carefully traces the Origin,

as well as defcribes the Manners and Cuftoms, of the different Nations whofe Countries he treats of.
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the htdians^ who inhabited this Ifland, could, in all Probability (by reafon

of the great Diftance from the Continent), be no others than Colonies from

fome of the Leeward I/Jands^ moft probably from St. Vincent'Sy St. Lu-

cia, or Tobago. From either of thefe, according to their Situation, with

refpedl to Barbados ^ as well as with regard to a fafe Harbour, they muft

Re^dlncTofpi-obably land to the Weft or Weft-fouth-weft of this Ifland. Accord-

fh^'^n'd
Carlifle (7) is the largeft and moft commodious Harbour, it

proved. is natural to fuppofe, that they landed here, and made the adjacent Part

of the Ifland their Place of Relidence. This is evidently confirmed by

the Buttings and Boandings of feveral Tenements near this Bay
;
which,

in very old Deeds, are faid to terminate at or within a certain Diftance

from the Indian Bridge ; from which the great Number of Houfes built

Bridge Tczvtii about this convenient Place, came foon afterwards to be called Bridge
why fo call- cj'^_^^^ rj^^

above-mention'd Bridge was placed over that Part of the

Creek, or narrow Neck of the Bay, which divides Major Gidney

Clerk\ Houfe from CcJonel John Fairchild\. The Neceflity that the

Indians^ refiding on the North fide of the Creek, were under to make a

Bridge (which in all Likelihood confifted of no more than a few Trees,

fell'd down, and laid acrofs this Creek), will appear, when we confider,

that their beft, and almoft only Supply of frefh Water, was on the South

fide of it, at a Place now call'd Hannington s Spring.

The next fmall Rivulet running to the Sea to the Leeward of Bridge

Tcnson is at prefent, as well as in many old Deeds, call'd Indian River. It

was likewife at this Place that fome Indians ^ from St. Vincent's^ landed, in

or about the Year 1738. And as Indians are remarkably nice in chufiing a

dry healthy Situation, this, with fo few or no Footfteps of their long Abode
here, gave me room to believe, that they kept moving along the Sea Shore

fo long as they met with convenient fifliing (8) Bays : And as the laft of

*thefe, of any Note, to the Leeward of the Ifland, is Six Mens Bay^ and
Rider s Bay^ let us but allow thefe to be then, as they are at prefent, as

well ftored with Fifli as any other, and we fhall foon fix their Refidence,

for a while at leaft, in this convenient Place ; for thefe Indians (as fhall

be prefently fhewed) were but ill provided with Tools to fell Timber.

This, join'd to their great Indolence, caufed them to fearch (elpecially in

wet Seafons) for their natural flieltering Place, the firft convenient Cave
;

and, as there is a very commodious one in the Side of a neighbouring

Hill, called to tliis Day the Indian Caflky and almoft in a direct Line

Jence of^^
from Six Mens Bay^ and not above a Mile and an half off, in a pleafant

Indian fur- Part of the Country, it is more than probable (efpecially as there was
ther proved.

(7) This Harbour is call'd CarliJU Bay^ from a Royal Grant of this Ifland to the Earl of Carlijle. The
adjacent Town, call'd Bridge Town^ confifts of about twelve hundred Houfes, all built of either Stone,
Brick, or Timber. The other chief Towns are Speight's Town, Aujlin'i Town, and the Hole Town.

(8) As the Bays, near the Hole Town, were well ftored with Fifh, this feemed to be their fecond Settle-

ment from Indian River : But as it was neceflary, in ftormy Weather, to provide a Shelter higher up in the
Country, I found feveral Remains of their Abode, under the Shelter of an high Cliff, in the Eftate of
Samuel Barwick, E{q; deceafed. We are likewife informed by Tradition, that five Z7(//<2« Women, upon
Promife of good Ufage from the Englijh, upon the Defertion of the reft of the Indians, lived and died in
that Place j and, about two Miles from hence, there is a Tradl of Land called Indian Wood^ or Indian Town.
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no other To near, and fo convenient^ that they fhould pitch upon this,

being upon feveral Accounts very commodious
;

for, as the Mouth of it

faced the Weft, and, being under the Shelter of an Hill, was fecured

from the Wind and Rain, and even from Danger by Hurricanes, and
as the Entrance to it is fo fteep and narrow, that, upon Occafion, one

Man may defend himfelf againft an hundred, it may be juftly called

their Caftle. But what made this Place more complete (and affords, I

think, an undoubted Proof of their Refidence here), is an adjoim'ng clayey

Bottom, where they dug a Pond or Refcrvoir to hold Rain-water
;

which Place is, and hath been, fince the Memory of the oldeft Neigh-
bours alive, call'd the Indian Pond. With Part of the Clay (9), which
they dug out, they made their Earthen-ware, fiich as Pots and Pans

; ^ij

and, like the Idolaters of old, out of the fame Materials they made to

themfelves Gods, and worfhiped them. Among feveral broken Frag-

ments of Idols, fiid to be dug up in this Place, I faw the Head of one, luHan idols

which alone weighed above Hxty Pounds Weight. This, before it was ^'^^^o^'^red.

broken off, ftood upon an oval Pedeftal above three Feet in Height ; and
is defcrib'd in Plate i. Fig. i. The Heads of all others that cam»
within my Obfervation, were very fmall : One of thefe (which is defcribed

in Plate i. Fig. 2.) exceeds not in Weight fifteen Ounces ; and all, that

I have hitherto feen, are of Clay burnt. Thefe leffer Idols were, in all

Probability, their Penates ; made fmall for the Eafe and Conveniency

of being carried with them, in their feveral Journeys ; as the larger Sort

were perhaps defigned for fome ftated Places of Worfhip.

The laft Proof of their Refidence in this Place, is a great Number of

their Stone Hatchets and Chiffels, that are here dug up : Thefe are re-

prefented in Plate i. Fig. 3. 4. and 5. The Ufe of thefe (10) Hatchets Mia^iH^tch-

and Chiffels was in all Likelihood to cut down Timber, to make Huts, ^^,^5^'^^^*^'^'

where they had not the Conveniency of Caves ; as well as with the Help vered.

of Fire to fell fome of the largeft Kind, to make Canoes. Thefe, I

imagine, after they were roughly fquared, were half-burnt with live Coals;

and then, with their fcooping Chiffels, they, by Degrees, made them hol-

low.

Having proved their Refidence in this Place, it will not be furprifing

to thofe, who know the roving Difpofition of Indians^ to find, that they

m.oved under the Shelter of the Hills, and almoft always at equal Di-

ftance from the Sea, till they came to a large convenient Cave, under an

Hill, called Mount Gilboa^ in the Eftate of Colonel yoh?i Pickering
;

where I found feveral of their broken Images, Pipes, Hatchets, and

Chiffels. And, though this, and the before-mentioned Cave, were for

feveral

(9) By the great Number of the Remains of Indian Pot-kilns, In this Ifland, and the known Scarcity of

Clay in many, if not in all of the Lenvard Ijlandsy I make no doubt, but they were fupplied with

Earthen-ware from hence.

(10) Some of the Hatchets, and a great Number of theChi/Tels, efpecially the fcooping ones, are made
of the moft fubftantial Infide Part of a Conch-fhell ; others, of the hardeft common Stones j and a few, of

the cutting Sort of a Stone of an opake greenifh Colour, variegated with feveral white Veins, fomewhat

jefembling the Spleen-ftone. Vide Plate i Fig. 5.
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feVeral Reafons very convenient ;
yet there was one eflential Happinefs

wanting
; for, upon very heavy Rains, theWater in thefe artificial Ponds,

being difturbed, became muddy : And, as their greateft native Luxury

(if it may now-a-days be fo called) was to drink of the purcfl: Stream,

it was natural and cuftomary for them to ramble in Search of Spring-

Water, which at a little Diftance from hence they found in the Eftate

of Edward Bonnet^ Efq; Here they fettled, near a fmall perennial Spring,

which is the only one for feveral Miles round it. The Situation of this

Place afforded another additional Conveniency, being, by the Goodnefs of

the Soil, very proper to produce Tarns, Plantain, and Banana Trees ; but

as there was no Cave to afford Shelter, they were obHged to cut down
^. Timber to build Huts ; and from thence, in all Probability, it comes,

that there are found, about this Place of their Relidence, fo many Frag-

ments of broken Hatchets, Chiffels, and Pots. There are not only near

this Place, but likewife at Maycockis Bay (ii), yoans Hole, Chaff's Bay

^

and near Scotland Church, as well as in other Places, many Tokens of

their former Abode. To this may be added, that there is a Tradition

in a Family of Negroes, belonging to 'Thomas Tunckes, Efq; the An-
ceftors of which Family came over with the firft Negroes that ever

came hither from Guiney, that before the Country was cleared from
An Indian Woods, there was an Indian Town near a Pond, in his Eftate, in the

Parifh ofSt.Michael V, which Refervoir to thisDay is called the Indian Pond ;

and, when thefe Indians could not for a long time be brought into

Subjedion by the Whites, the laft Attempt was fo vigorous, that it obliged

all the Indian Inhabitants of the Town to make their Efcape in their

Canoes to the neighbouring Iflands ; which they all did, except one

Woman, and her Son a young Lad. The latter foon afterwards making
his Efcape alfo, his Mother, in a fhort time, pined to Death. Several

Earthen Veffels, of different Sizes, have been dug up near the above-

mentioned Pond, within thefe thirty Years laft paft : Thefe were ge-

nerally of a globular Figure, of a Slate Colour, but very brittle other-

indian wifc, far furpaffmg the Earthen-ware made here by Negroes, in Thinnefs,

Smoothnefs, and Beauty.

Let us now fum up thefe Teftimonies, and put the Certainty of what
I have offered on this Head, upon the Authority of thefe Proofs. As
for the firft Proof, that there are feveral Places in this Ifland called after

their Names
;
this, tho' the leaft, carries with it a Degree of Convidion,

which cannot be well gainfaid ; for, who will pretend to difpute

(without being led into the feveral Particulars of the Hiftory of the

Times) whether the Celtic did not formerly poffefs and inhabit that Part

of France, called Armorica, when he finds the moft antient Churches,
and notable Places, retain their Celtic Names to this Day ? Or, what
Sceptic would be hardy enough to difpute, whether the Urns dug up
in England were not originally depofited there by the Romans ? Such

a moral

(ii) There is near this Bay ^ very convenient Cave for Shelter in ftormy Weather.

Earthen-

ware.
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a moral Certainty commands the Aflent of every unprejudiced Fcrfon.

The feveral Places in this Ifland called and funpofed to be Indiaii Set-

tlements, confirmed by early Tradition, and further corroborated by

the Difcovery or feveral rude Idols, Hatchets, and other Tools, duir

up in thefe Places, different in Shape and Subftance from thole ufed

by eveiy civilized Nation, and peculiar (after the Ufe of Iron was

found by the more civilized) to India?2S only ; thefe Things (I fay)

being confidercd, and impartially fuffered to have their proper Weight

;

there will, I believe, be very little occafion to multiply or add

any further Arguments, to prove that Indians formerly refided (for at

leafl: certain Seafons of the Year) in this Ifland.

The Refidence of J7idians being proved, it may be expecled, that we
inquire into the Difpofition of the prefent Inhabitants. Of thefe it may The prefent

be juftly faid, that they are generous and hofpitable, firmly attached in ^'^,31

their Principles to the prefent happy Eftablifhment, in Church and State.

The Men have a natural, as well as, by the frequent Ufe of Arms, acquired '^^^^^

Bravery ; with no fmall Share of ufeful Learning, and Knowlege in Trade.

The Women, in general, are very agreeable ; and feveral of them might

any-where pafs for Beauties. There are many Inftances of their prudent

Behaviour and Oeconomy, greatly afiifting to improve a moderate, and
retrieve a broken Fortune.

I muft here beg leave to endeavour (a Thing hitherto unattempted)

to afcertain fome reafonable Caufe of that general Obfervation, that the

Inhabitants of hot Countries are of a more volatile and lively Difpofition,

and more irafcible in general, than the Inhabitants of the Northern Part

of the World. The former is evidently apparent from the more fublime

Compofitions of almoft all Eaftern Authors, their lively Imaginations (as a

learned (i 2) Critic hath obferved) tranfporting them, with incredibleWarmth

and Adivity, from one Thing to another ; and thereby caufing them to

overlook thofe Rules of Method and Connexion, that are obferved by

Europeans of a cooler and more regular Fancy. Infl:ances of this we
have in the Works of P/W^r, and throughout the whole Book of Jol;.

Nor is it with me a Doubt, whether different Climates may not caufe a

conftitutional Difference. Herodotus^ as well as Cicero^ was of tliis

Opinion. The latter fays, Videmus qtiam vai-ia fimt terrai^uin gc?iera

.... alia? qu(e acuta inge?tia gignant^ aVue quce 7'etufa : qute onmia

fiu'fit ex exit varietate^ &^ ex difparili adfpiratione terra7'um, Cicero de
Div. No. 79.

Idem de Fato, No. 7. Inter locorum naturas quantum i?iterfa videmus ;

alios ejfe falubres^ alios pejlile?ttes ....
ylthenis te?iue caelum^ ex quo auBiores etiajn putantur Attici : cra/fam

Tloebis
;
itaqiie pingues 'Thebarii.

And Horace^ fpeaking of the Works of a didl Author, favs,

BiCottim in crajfo jurares aere jiatu?7i.

HoR. Lib. n. Ep. I. 2^4-

D But,
(12) Vide HoOlox /fa;7/'s Explanation of "Job^ Qiap. vii- Ver. 22. 23.
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But, without laying any Strefs upon the above Inftances, it will not be

very difficult to explain, in fome meafure, the Reafon of fo viUble a con-

ftitutional Difference in the Inhabitants of hot and cold Climates.

Thcconfti- As (i^) Heat in the former rarefies and increafes the Velocity of the

Senceof'^' Fluids, coufequcntly the Particles of Blood, thus expanded, meeting in

the Inhabit- their Circulation (even in the minutefl: Veffels) no Obftacle from the

andcoW^°'^ external Preffure of Cold, nor any Languidnefs by immoderate Heat, it

Climates foUows, that as Health confifts in an equal Motion of the Fluids, and Re-
a new and fiftaucc of the Solids, fuch an even Temperament of the Air mufl:

Manner. t)e more friendly to, and produdive of. Health and Chearfulnefs, than in

Climates where often, by fevere cold Weather, the Globules of Blood

lofe in a great meafure their Motion, efpecially towards the Extremities

of the Body, where at fuch times they cohere in Maffes too large to pafs

freely through the minute capillary Veffels. When this Harmony be-

tween the Solids and Fluids is difconcerted, then arifes, as Experience

teaches us, a fudden Senfe of Pain, which cannot be removed till the

Blood is, as it were, thawed by Heat, and fo recovers its uninterrupted

Motion : And tho' we know not certainly how to define what the Ani-

mal Spirits are ;
yet, on Suppofition that they are the mofi: refined and

a<ftive Particles of the Blood, as they are with great Reafon thought to

be, their pleafing, or painful, Influence on the Body muft, in a great

meafure, depend upon the regular or irregular Motion of their original

conftituent Fluid, the Blood : Now, when this is checked in its Circula-

tion, either by a fudden Preffure of an heavy Atmofphere, or the Varia-

blenefs of the Winds from warm to cold ; the Animal Spirits, which be-

fore were agreeably diffufed through the whole Body, by thefe fudden

Interruptions in the Blood, their original Source, likewife become un-

able to perform their Fundions
; for, when Nature is impeded in any of

her Operations neceffary to our Well-being, whether natural, vital, or

animal, that mutual and infeparable Connexion between the Mind and

the Body will appear fo vifibly, that if the latter be affeded with Pain,

the neceffary Confequence of Obftrudions in the Fluids, the former foon

lofes that Chearfulnefs which is naturally lefs interrupted, and may be

better preferved, in Climates obnoxious to no fudden Viciffitudes of Wea-
ther, from moift to dry, from hot to cold ; for an even Temperature of

the Air is beft adapted to fupport the (14) Body in that State which is

requifite

(r3) It may perhaps be faid, that as Heat increafes fenfible, and dimlnifties infenfible Pcrfpiration, it

will render the Blood, in hot Climates, more vifcid, and confequently its Circulation more languid :

Tliis, in general, may be true, efpecially of thofe who are daily expofed to hard Labour, and confequently
fweat much : But, with regard to the white Inhabitants ofthis Ifland, this fuppofed Vifcidity is not fo great

;

or, if it were, it is more than counterbalanced by the daily Ufe of a great Quantity of Diluters of every
kind, w'z. Water, and weak Punch made very acid with Lime or Lemon Juice. The fame Argument
will be of Force, with regard to the Inhabitants of any other hot Climate, under equal Circumftances.

(14) This is evidently proved by the great Number of decayed Conftitutions in variable Climates,
who, whilft expofed to the Viciffitudes of the different Seafons of the Year, are in daily Expedtation of
makmg their Exit ; but, when once bed-ridden, have lived many Years : And will any one fay, that their
Lives, under Providence, were not prolonged by being always kept in an equal Degree of Heat and
Cold, in a clofe Room, and a warm Bed ? However, it muft be owned, that warm Climates have their

Inconvenienciesi they are very improper (or thofe Conftitutions which require much bodily Exercife; for

it

'J
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requifite to the due Exertion of the Animal Oeconomy, and confe-

quently, in fome meafure, of the rational Faculty.

Nor is the fudden Alteration, upon the Change of Wind and Weather,

peculiar to the human Conftitution alone ; for other Animals feel the

VicifHtudes of the Weather, efpecially in variable Climates. This is a

Remark as early as the Time of Virgil^ which appears by the following

Lines

;

. . . Ubi tempeflas ^ cxU mobHis hujnor

Miitavere viaSy ^ 'Jupiter humidus Aujlris

Denfaty erant qu^e rara modo', &' qu^e dcnfa^ relaxat.

Vertimtur fpecies a7tifnorumy ^ peciora motus

JVunc alioSy alios^ dum nubila ventus agebat^

Co7icipiujit. Hinc ilk avium concentus in agris^

Et lietie pecudeSy &^ ovajUes gutture corvi, Geo. I. 416.

But with the changeful Temper of the Skies,

As Rains condenfe, and Sunlliine rarefies
;

So turns the Species of their alter'd Minds,

Compos'd by Calms, and difcompos'd by Winds.

From hence proceeds the Birds harmonious Voice :

From hence the Crow exults, and frisking Lambs rejoice.

Thus far have we briefly endeavoured to account, from the Nature of

the Climate, and the Mechanifm of the human Body, for that volatile

Difpofition, fo peculiar to the Inhabitants of hot Climates : That Irafci-

bility of Temper, likewife, which is afcribed to them, is, in a great mea-

fure, the natural Confequence of the above-mentioned Difpofition
;

for,

as Water that is already hot, will, with a little additional Heat, boil

over, fo when the Animal Spirits are in a high Flow, and the Will, by the

Propenfity of long-rooted Habits, unhappily afTifts, and is bent to gratify

fbme favourite Paflion, the Tranfition from a Degree of Sprightlinefs to

Irafcibility is natural and eafy.

If we purfue this Argument a little further, it will appear more con-

clufive by reafoning upon, and experimentally comparing the Correfpond-

ency between artificial and natural Heat, and their fimilar Effects upon
human Bodies.

This will, in fome meafure, anfwer to two different and oppofite Cli-

mates : For Inftance, If, in very cold Weather, the Inhabitants of far

Northern Countries drink fuch a Quantity of ftrong fpirituous Liquors, as

will caufe a free Circulation to the Blood, before almoft congealed with

Cold, they will alfume a fudden lively Chearfulnefs : Should they ftill

drink

it cannot be taken without Danger of being furfeited ; nor is it lefs improper to Perfons who labour under
any Degree of Phrenfy or Madnefs, whole periodical Fits, at the Full and Change of the Moon, return

here with greater Violence than in a cold Climate : Yet, tho' we enjoy, or may enjoy here, in general, by
a regular Condudl, a more chearful Scene of Life, free from the unequal Changes of Heat and Cold ;

yet it muft be owned, that we are, in a great meafure, Strangers to thofe invigorating Starts of Livelinefs,

which the Animal Spirits diffufe thro' the whole Body in moderate frofty Weather, and a clear Air, iu

England.
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drink on, they then hurry on the Blood, from a free to a rapid Motion :

And if thefe are the natural Effeds of fpirituous Liquors in a very cold

Climate, what and how great muft they be in the oppofite Extreme ?

For the Velocity of the Blood, occafioned by the Warmth of the Climate,

naturally attenuates and breaks the Cohefion of its Parts, hereby accele-

rating its Motion to fuch a Degree, as to raife a more than ordinary Flow

of Animal Spirits : Thefe, in fuch Cafes (as Experience teaches us), are too

often, in moftConftitutions, accompanied with an uncontroulable Flow of

the irafcible PafTions of the Soul.

If we allow Horace to be a Judge of Nature, fuch frequent Obferva-

tions upon the Effed of ftrong Drink might give him the Hint to cau-

tion us asainfi: the Excefs of it :

Tr^x prohibet fupra

Rixarwit metuens ta?tgere Gratia.

HoR. Lib. IIL Ode 19.

It might likewife give Birth to that frequent Cuftom of railing Courage

in common Soldiers, who often want nobler Motives to heroic Deeds, by
giving them ftrong Liquors to heat their Blood immediately before an
Engagement, that, by the AfTiftance of fuch a borrowed Flow of Animal
Spirits, they may be the more refolute, and thoughtlefly rufh into the Heat
of Battle, and there acfl with an Intrepidity fuitable to fuch dangerous

Circumftances
;

for, as the fame Author elfewhere obferves,

^uis poft vina gravejn militiamy aut pauperkm crepat f

HoR. Lib. I. Ode 1 8.

Who in his Cups can feel the Weight

Of Arms, or of a pinching State ?

Should the grave Behaviour of the Spaniards^ compared with the Spright-

linefs of the Frejtch^ who live in a colder Climate, be brought as an Ar-

gument againft what I have faid, it is eafily anfwered ; for perhaps the

too grave Behaviour of the one, and the too volatile Dilpofttion of the

other, may not be intirely conftitutional to either ; for the one may be

partly the EfFed; of cultivated Levity, as the rigid Deportment of the

other in Part the Improvement of an aiffecled Gravity.

But, however this may be, another very natural and very convincing

Reafon why the Inhabitants of fome of the very hot Parts of Spain arc

mere liable to be penfive, melancholy, and revengeful, than others,

is, that the fcorching Heat of the Sun is there of long Continuance :

And as Heat, in general, produces that Difpofition which is called bili-

ous^ it increafes the oily Parts of the Blood, and renders them lighter,

and more moveable, by lefTening their Tenacity : Then the other confti-

tuent Parts become more -piquant, and the Salts they contain are more
active, in proportion as the blunting Oil is attenuated.

The
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The greater the Heat, the longer it is continued, the more obvious

will its Effeds be ; Livelinefs and Activity will be remarkable where this

DifJ^ofition is moderate, as it is in the Weft-India Iflands, which enjoy

the Benefit of the Trade-Winds, and moift Vapours ; but where fuch

Breezes are wanting, long-continued Heat, fuch as they feel in Spain^ is

capable of abforbing every thin Fluid ; and, confequently, fuch a Difpo-

iition of the Juices inclines to Penfivenefs, Referve, and often deliberate

Revenge.

Add to this what I before hinted at, with regard to the IFeft- Indies^

that Habits, efpecially fuch as have been early indulged to our depraved

Nature, have a great Share in forming our future ConducSl in Life.

This leads me to obferve, that Children, in thefe Wcft-hidia Iflands,

are, from their Infancy, waited upon by Numbers of Slaves, who, in

their moft unwarrantable Condu6l (unhappy for both ! \ are obliged to pay

them unlimited Obedience ; and as, in thefe tender Years, their natural

Appetites are ftronger than their Reafon, when they have thus their

favourite PafTions nourifhed with fuch indulgent Care, it is no Wonder,
that by Degrees they acquire (unlefs happily prevented, or corrected, by

the good Examples of Parents, or Education) an overfond and felf-fuf-

ficient Opinion of their own Abilities, and fo become impatient, as well

as regardlefs, of the Advice of others.

And, as this is a Matter of Fa6l, unhappily verified by numberlefs

Inftances, it is not furprifing, if, in Minds thus early indulged in the Gra-

tification of their Appetites, and too often undifciplined by the Reftraints

of Education, we fometimes find the irafcible Paffion domineering, and

infolently triumphing, over Reafon : Nor can fuch an Influence be wor-

thy of Surprize, when we confider, that Habits and Cuftoms leave deep

Traces, and lading Impreflions, upon the more folid Strudture of the

human Frame.

A notorious Inftance of this kind is mentioned by Herodotus^ who fays,

that, pafiing by Pelufitim^ where there had been fought, many Years paft,

a bloody Battle between the Perfia?is and the Egyptia72s^ the Skulls of the

Slain, on each Side, being ftill in different Heaps ; he found, upon Trial,

that a ftrong Blow could not eafily break thofe of the Egyptians, whereas

thofe of the Perfiaiis, by the conftant Warmth of their Turbants, fcarce

ever feeling the Variety of the Seafons, were fo very tender, that they

did not refift the leafl Blow.

From \\Qn(ZQ Herodotus (15) juftly attributes the Hardnefs of the Egyp^
tians Skulls to the Habit of that Nation, whofe Cuftom it was to fliave

E their

/i'l T/ Wi'f*/, (Ayi; av Kibu iraucu.f J^iAppi'^^nxc curiov S'i rirts r'oi'i i\i[ov ^ic^ i/xi y' luu^Jift l-n-i/fl:!) oti

AiyoTiitoi p. ojjtIku. ct-Jr-s Ta/cTiiwi' ctp^at/x^c/, ^vfVji'lstt Taii KiZAKeii, cr^?? r Ukuv Tety^'i^xi To ificv runi Si
'faTo 'lif T8 (xi) ^AXctK^i^ cuTi'ciV ch' Aiyv:7?iuv iv rif i\a,yiT)f( tj^oi'ji ^ctAetKfs,- Trdiluy ct>9p«ei'7?«.>i' T>itoiui u <f'>) t»tj

T/«frtf TS ipof 4oi7«f . Herod. Thalia, Cap. XII. Edit. Gale.
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their Heads often ;
and, by expoUng them to the different Viciflitudes of

Wind and Vv^eather, their Skulls grew to an extreme Hardnefs.

The former Indians^ and the prefent E?igli/h Inhabitants, being conii-

dered, it will not be here improper to take fome Notice of the Nature

and Difpofition of our Negroes, or black Inhabitants, employed in culti-

The Num- vating our Land : Thefe are between Sixty-five and Seventy thoufand, tho'

groes^n^he formerly we had a greater Number : Yet we are obliged, in order to keep
inand. up a neceffary Number, to have a yearly Supply from Africa.

The hard Labour, and often the Want of Neceffaries, which thefe

unhappy Creatures are obliged to undergo, deftroy a greater Number
than are bred up here : Thefe new Slaves are chiefly brought from the

Slnt na""
Kingdoms of ( 1 6) Coromantee^ Angola^ (.17) Whiddaw, Ebo^ and Anamabw.

tive Coun- The firfl: of thefe, in general, are looked upon to be the beft for Labour,
^^^^*

teing, in fome meafure, inured to it in their own Country.

We have had likewife formerly fome Slaves brought hither from the

Ifland of Madagafcar : Thefe differ fomething from the Africans in the

Colour of their Skins, being not of a Coal-black, but fomewhat inclined

to the Tawny
\
yet ftill a Degree blacker than the Indians,

It hath perplexed the Learned to find out fome natural Caufe of the

Negroes Complexion, fo remarkably differing from the reft of Mankind.
The black Some have endeavoured to account for it, from the intenfe Heat of

Negroes
°* the Sun in thefe and fuch-like hot Climates : But this is fo far from being

XTnoi
^° t^^^j t^^^t I \i2iV^ always obferved, that the Hair of thofe who are ex-

owing to the pofed to the Sun's Heat, turns from a true black, to a brown reddifh

Sun! Colour. As to the Blacknefs of the Negroes Skin, this reaches no deeper

than the outward Cutis ;
for, when this peels off by being fcalded, or by

any other Accident, the Part ever after remains white.

Neither can the extraordinary Curling of their Hair be owing to the

Heat of the Sun; for the (18] Indians have always lank Hair, tho' gene-

rally expofed to its Heat.

As to the Stature and Make of Negroes, excepting that a greater

Number of them have their Nofes fhorter, and Lips thicker, than the

TFhites,^ I never could find out any extraordinary Difference ; They are

Srture^of
g^^^r^lly ftrait-limb'd, which is occafioned, in fome meafure, by their

Negroes, not kcing with Bandages their Children when young, according to the

too

(16) This Nation of Negroes, above all others, deprecate the divine Vengeance when it thunders.

(17) I he IVhiddmv and Angola Negroes are generally circumcifed.

(18] Indians ^ tho' they refemble ^W«/tf//i5^i in Colour, yet they are a diftincl Race, and far from
deriving their Origin from a Mixture between a ^vhite Man and a black Woman ; for fuch a Mixture,which
are called Mulattoes^ hath always very curled Hair, the Indians always lank and ftrong. A Mulatto Woman
cohabiting with a black Man, and the Children of thefe with Blacks likewife, their Defcendents, in three or
four Generations, will gradually lofe their Copper-colour Complexion, and Length of Hair ; the former
being almoft abforbed in the natural Blacknefs of the Negro Hue, and the latter lofes its borrowed Length,
becoming weak, fliort, curled, and woolly : Likewife, on the contrary, if a Mulatto Woman is married
to a white Man, and their Children continue to marry ivhite People, their Complexion will be fofar bleached
in about fix or feven Generations, as to terminate in what we call in England z Nut-brown Complexion. A
few Generations further will lofe all Diftindions in Colour, and theQuality of their Hair ; fothat the IVhites,

the Indians^ and the Blacks, differ not accidentally, but originally and really : And therefore, as thofe
Men who pretend to account for the Origin of the Blacks, or Indians, bring neither Proof nor Authority
to ftrengthen their Opinions, thefe muft be looked upon at beft but uncertain Conjectures.

I
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too ufual Cuftom of a few of the white Inhabitants here, as well as the

almoft univerfal Cuftom in moft Northern Countries, which not only

prevents the free Circulation of the Blood, but is often the Caufe of unna-

tural Diftortions of the Body.

The Negroes in general are very tenacioufly addided to the Rites, Negroes

Ceremonies, and Superftitions of their own Countries, particularly

their Plays, Dances, Mufic, Marriages, and Burials ( 1 9). And even ^'^e Rites

fuch as are born and bred up here, cannot be intirely weaned from thefe monies of

Cuftoms : They ftand much inAwe of fuch as pafs for 0^^^^ (20) Negroes,

thefe being a fort of Phyficians and Conjurers, who can, as they believe,

not

(ig) There are but few Negroes who believe that they die a natural Death, but rather that they are

fafcinated, or bewitched. The Bearers, in carrying the Corpfe of fuch a one to the Grave, when they

come oppofite to, or in Sight of the Houfe of the Perfon who is fuppcfed to have bewitched the Deceafed,

pretend to ftagger, and fay, that the Corpfe is unwilling, and will not permit them to carry it to the

Grave, until it is fuffered to ftop near, or oppofite to, that Houfe : After this is complied with for a few
Minutes, the Corpfe is, as they think, appeafed, and then the Bearers, without Difficulty, carry it to the

Grave. Iflikewife, in digging a Grave, they find a Stone which they cannot eafily get out, they imme-
diately conclude, that the Deceafed is unwilling to be buried there ; therefore they dig elfewhere, until

they find a Place more propitious to the fuppofed Inclination of the Dead. Moft young People fing and
dance, and make a loud Noife with Rattles, as they attend the Corpfe to its Interrment : Some Days after,

efpecially on their Feafts, they ftrew at Night fome of the dreffed Victuals upon the Graves of their

deceafed Parents, Relations, or Friends. Something like this Cuftom was obferved by the Romans, in their

Feafts called Silicernia, at which Times there was a Repaft prepared for the Dead, at leaft in Honour of
them, and laid on their Graves. This appears from the following Words of Ovid de Fafth^ Lib. II. 553,
&:c.

EJl honor is' tumulis. Jnimas placate paterrtas,

Parzvq; in extin£ias munera ferte pyras.

Parva petunt manes. Pietas pro divite grata ejl

Munere, Non avidos Styx habet ima Deos.

Tegula proje^is fatis eji velata coronis ;

Et fparfcs fruges^ panaq\ mica falis.

Tombs have their Honours too ; our Parents crave

Some flender Prefent to adorn the Grave.
Slender the Prefent, which to Ghofts we owe :

Thefe Pow'rs obferve not what we give, but how :

No greedy Souls difturb the Seats below.
They only ask a Tile with Garlands crown'd,
And Fruit, and Salt to fprinkle on the Ground.

\

(20) Thefe Obeah Negroes get a good Livelihood by the Folly and Ignorance of the reft of the Negroes.

I fhall here infert one Inftance of their pretended Method of curing the Sick, which was performed upon
a Negro Woman ;

who, being troubled with Rheumatic Pains, was perfuaded by one of thefe Obeah

Dodors, that ftie was bewitched, and that thefe Pains were owing to feveral Pieces of Glafs, rufty Nails,

and Splinters of ftiarp Stones, that were lodged in the different Parts of her Body ; adding, that it was
in his Power, if paid for it, to cure her, by extrading thefe from her through her Navel. Upon the

Payment of the ftipulated Praemium, he produced his Magical Apparatus, being two Earthen Bafons, a

Handful of different Kinds of Leaves, and a Piece of Soap. In one of thefe Bafons he made a ftrong

Lather, in the other he put the bruifed Herbs ; then clapping thefe with one Hand to the Navel, and
pouring the Suds by Degrees upon them, he ftroked the Parts moft affeded with the other Hand, always

ending towards the Navel : In a fliort time after, thrufting his Finger and Thumb into the Cataplafm of
Herbs, he produced feveral Pieces of broken Glafs, Nails, and Sphnters of Stones (which he had before

artfully conveyed among the bruifed Herbs). As fuch a great Number extracted, was looked upon as an
extraordinary Inftance of the Doctor's great Skill, he unluckily demanded a farther Reward than what was
ftipulated : But as the Woman's Husband was one of thofe very few, who had no Faith in fuch pretended
Cures, being accidentally knowing in fome of their Secrets, inftead of an additional Reward, he made
him by Threats refund the Money he had already received, bidding him, if he was a Conjurer, find

out by his Art fome Means of getting it again reftored to him.

Their Method of clearing themfelves from imputed Crimes hath a near Affinity to the hitter Water
ufed among the Jews. In the latter Cafe, the Prieft took fome of the Duft of the Floor of the Tabern.i-

cle ; and, mixing it with Water, he gave it to the Woman fufpedfed of defiling her Husband's Bed, faying

unto her. If thou haft gone afide to Uncleannefs with anotiier, inftead of thy Husband ; then this Water,
that caufeth the Curfe, ftiall go into thy Bowels to make thy IBelly to fwcll, and thy Thigh to rot : And the

Woman fhall fay. Amen, Amen. In like manner, the Negroes take a Piece of Earth from the Gr.tve of their

neareft Relations, or Parents, if it can be had ; if not, fioni any other Gv-ive. fhis being mingled w th

Water,
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not only fafcinate them, but cure them when they are bewitched by others.

Their Su- And if once a Negro believes, that he is bewitched, the Notion is foftrongly
perdition,

j-j^^^-^j }^jg Mind, that, Medicines feldom availing, he ufually lingers

till (21) Death puts an End to his Fears.

The Capacities of their Minds in the common Affairs of Life are but

little inferior, if at all, to thofe of the Europeans, If they fail in fome

Arts, it may be owing more to their Want of Education, and the De-
preflion of their Spirits by Slavery, than to any Want of natural Abili-

ties ; for an higher Degree of improved Knowlege in any Occupation

would not much alter their Condition for the better.

That Slavery not only depreffes, but almoft brutalizes human Nature,

is evident from the low and abjedl State of the prefent Grecians^ when
compared with their learned and glorious Anceftors.

Our Slaves, in their Mirth and Diverfions, differ according to the feve-

ral Cuftoms of fo many Nations intermixed : However, all agree in this

Their Cu- oi^^ univcrfal Cuftom of adorning their Bodies, by wearing Strings of
ftom of Beads of various Colours, intermixed fometimes by the richer fort of

Strings of Houfe Ncgrocs with Pieces of Money. Thefe Beads are in great Num-

t^hdf Legf bers twined round their Arms, Necks, and Legs. This Cuftom is not
and Arms, peculiar to the Inhabitants of Africa ; for we find it by the moft antient

Account to be common in all Eaftern Nations, efpecially among the

Jewijh Women, as early as the Patriarchal Age : And their Fondnefs for

thefe Ornaments came at lafl: to fo great Excefs, that we find it among
the Crimes reproved by the Prophet Ifaiah.

That they were likewife in Ufe among the Greeks^ is evident from a

Piece of Painting of above Seventeen hundred Years old, now in the

curious Colledion of Dr. Mead^ where the Graces are reprefented in a

Dance, having their Legs adorned with Bracelets.

Thefe Slaves, in fome of their rude Dances to (22) Mufic ftill ruder,

ufe Gefticulations very unfeemly and wanton ; at other times, they have

a fort

Water, they drink it, imprecating the divine Vengenace to inflidl an immediate Punifhment upon them ;

but in particular, that the Water and mingled Grave-dufl: which they have drank (if they are guilty of

the Crime) may caufe them to fwell, and their Bellies to burft. Moft of them are fo firmly perfuaded, that

it will have this Etfed upon the Guilty, that few, if any (provided they are confcious of the imputed

Crime), will put the Proof of their Innocency upon the Experiment. This Cuftom, with the Ufe of Brace-

lets, and the Circumcifion of fome Nations of Negroes, are the almoft only Inftances of this kind, wherein

I rind that thefe Inhabitants of j^frica agree with the former Jeus^ except that they likewife, in faluting their

Friends and Acquaintance, often call them by the Name of Brothers : This feems to be analogous to the

Cuftom of the antient who included Confanguinity, as well as Fraternity, in that Relation. We are

Brethren, fays Abraham to Lot ; whereas he was only his Nephew. So Jacob told Rachely that he was her

Father's Ercther. T he wearing of Ear-rings among the richeft of the Negroes, is likewife agreeable

to the Cuftcms cf fome of the antient Jews and Carthaginians : The former we find breaking their Ear-

rings to rr.ake the molten Calf: and P/autus, in his Play called Panulum, taking notice of fome Car-

tkaginian Slaves, fays, that their Hands (hould be without Fingers j one would think, becaufe they wore their

Rings in their Ears

(21) When thefe Negroes die a natural Death, or efpecially when they deftroy themfelves, they believe

that they (hall return to their own Country. It would be too grofs to believe, that they exped to be reftored

and to live there in their mortal Bodies : Therefore we muft conclude, that they have fome Notion of the

Immortality of the Soul ; and what they mean by their own Country is, that they ftiall, after this Life,

enjoy the Company of their Friends and Relations in another World.

(22) The Inftrunients they generally make ufe of in their Dances, are a Banjau, a Gambay, and a

Drum, which they likewife call a Pump. The latter is made of an hollow Trunk of a Tree, about two

Feet high, and about a Foot in Diameter, the Dimcnfions of the WholCj, more or lefs. This is covered

over
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a fort of Pyrrhic^ or a Martial Dance, in which their Bodies are ftrongly

agitated by skipping, leaping, and turning round.

Since I have made this DigreiTion to treat of tlie Manners and Cuftoms

of thefe Negroes, it may perhaps be exped:ed, that I fhould confider the

feveral Arguments for and againft making our Fellow-creatures Slaves.

But, without engaging in a Controverfy foreign to my Defign ; If we
agree with the Civilians of the mofl polifhed and learned Nations, slavery con-

they are of Opinion, that the Power of making Slaves is, and hath

been, a natural Confequence of Captivity in War. As to the Slavery of

thefe Africait Negroes, this Hardship is not fo unfupportable to them ; for

they are very little better than Slaves in their own Country.

However, I will not prcfume to determine how defenfible this Cu/lom

may be under a Chriftian Difpenfation ; but thus far may be faid, in

favour of it, that by the befl: Accounts we have from the Coaft of

Guiney^ antecedent to our purchaling any Slaves, the feveral different

Nations were fo very favage and barbarous, that they were at continual

Wars with one another, and the greateft Mercy that was fhewn to the

Conquered was to be put to fudden Death. Hence the Trees along the

Sea-Coafts were daily to be feen horribly adorned with the Limbs and

Heads of their vanquifhed Enemies.

Upon the Truth of this Suppolition, proved by repeated credible At-

teftations, that tht^^ African Nations were, and are, fo inexorable to their

Captives taken in War, will it not, with the fevereft Cafuift againft the

Purchafe of Slaves, be of fomeWeight to confider, that if they are bought,

and tranfported into Chriftian Settlements (without laying anyStrefs upon
taking away by this Means the Guilt of Murder from their Conquerors,

or the Benefit that arifes to Mankind from their Labour), at leaft a few,

among many Thoufands imported, may probably come to a better Know-
lege of their Duty to God and Man.

I barely mention this Argument, and leave it to ftand or fall by its own
Weight : Though to bring thefe in general to the Knowlege of the Chri-

ftian Religion, is undoubtedly a great and good Defign, in Intention

laudable, and in Speculation eafy
;

yet I believe, for Reafons too tedi-

ous to be mentioned, that the Difliculties attending it are, and I am
afraid ever will be, unfurmountable.

The only Happinefs, even in Temporals, that thefe poor Creatures meet

with, is when they fall into the Hands of Mafters influenced by the Prin-

ciples of Humanity, and the Fear of God : By thefe they are treated

(though often their ill Behaviour deferves the contrary) with great Lenity.

So true is the Saying of the Poet, in the moft literal Senfe :

F —Ino-emiaso

over with a Goat's or Sheep's Skin. Ifidore^ in his Origines, defcribes the Symphotiio to be hollow like

a Drum, and covered with Leather, which was beaten, or played upon, with a Stick or Qiiill.

From hence we may conclude, that the laft-mentioned Inftrument, in Ufe among our Negroes, hath a

great Refemblance, if it is not the fame, with the Symphottia of the Antients ; for this Pf'sji-Ivdia Inftru-

tnent is always played upon with a Stick, or the Fmgers.
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Inge?2ua5 didicijfe fideliter artes

Emollit mores, 7iec finit ejfe feros.

Ovid, de Ponto, II. 9. 47,

T' imbibe foft Arts, and yield to Learning's Sway,

Soon wears the Edge of Savagenefs away.

On the other hand, when they are fo unfortunate as to have Owners
unpoHfhed in their Manners, and infatiable of Riches (who, Hke the

Egyptian Tyrants, require Brick without Straw, or, more literally, exad
fevere Labour from an hungry Belly, or a naked Back), they have fcarce a

Gleam of Refl from hard Toils, and heavy Stripes, but whilft Sleep, with

its fhort Interval, eludes the painful Scene, which muft again be renewed

with the returning Dawn.

Such Task-mafters (23) confider not, that Compaflion to the Mifera-
* ble is a jufl Debt ; and that this humane Difpofition, as Cicero juftly

obferves, is not the Inftitution of worldly Policy, is not the bare Effe(9:

of any particular Cuftom, but the univerfal Voice of Nature, whofe

Dictates the Brave, the Generous, and the Good, in every Age, and in

every Nation, hear and obey : For, although God fuffered the Children

of Jfrael to be made Slaves in Egypt, till fuch wholfome Severity recalled

them to their Duty ;
yet he brought Plagues upon the Egyptians for their

Cruelty and Inliumanity towards them.

The obvious and natural Inference that we may and ought to draw
from fo many complicated Scenes of Mifery, in the Condition of fo

many Thoufands of our Fellow-creatures (who are continually liable to

the Infults of the Imperious, and the Lufts of the Debauched, and whofe

own and their Childrens Childrens inceflant Labour will never be at an

End, but with their Lives), is gratefully to acknowlege the Happinefs of

. living where neither our Lives nor Fortunes are at the Mercy of any

tyrannical Oppreffor.

Their Tgno- How happy, I fay, are we, when compared with the feveral Nations

Rehgion above-mentioned, whofe Ignorance in all Knowlege about Religion is fo
compared great, that, in their original native Country, their Adoration is often
With fome ^ o j

other Na- paid to Crocodiles, Rivers, Snakes, and certain coloured Fowls !

Howfoever ridiculous the Cuftom of the Egyptians may appear in

worlhiping Beetles and Crocodiles, yet there is fome Shadow of Reafon,

at leaft of Excufe, to be given for this their Extravagancy
, for, as the

Paffion of Fear is almoft univerfally predominant, as thefe Beetles came
fome Years in great and numerous Swarms from AJJyria into Egypt, and

alm.oft

(23) It feems by the following PafTage from Horace^ that the Treatment of the Romans of their Slaves
was not lefs fevere, than that of the prefent Age ; for the Poet, putting Mena^ Pmpey's Freed-man, in
mind of his former Slavery, defcribes him thus :

tions

Ibericis perujle funibus latuSy

Et crura dura compede, HoR. Epode 4.
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almofl: covered the Face of the whole Land, and, like their kindred

Locufts, devoured every green Thing ; and as the Crocodiles proved

often very dcftrudlive to their Herds ; the Egyptia?is therefore built Tem-
ples and Altars to thefe, and worfhiped them, in Hopes, that either they,

or the fuppofed Deity, who prefided over them, would be more propi-

tious, and lefs hurtful, to them for the future.

It was upon the fame Principle that the polite Romans deified FeverSy

and dedicated Temples to them. But it is hard to conceive, that there

was any Good to be hoped, or Evil be dreaded, from an harmlefs black

Snake, which was one of the Objeds of Worfhip among thefe Slaves, or

from a parti-coloured Fowl, which was never thought by any other

Nation to be even ominous, much lefs to have Qualities that would

render it, to a reafonable Creature, the Obje6l of divine Worfhip.

Here we fee the Effed of unafTifted Reafon ; and that it cannot, to the

Bulk of Mankind, under fuch Circumftances, be a fufficient Guide to a

reafonable Service towards God.

Indeed, fuch a Religion is fo void of improved Reafon, and fpecula-

tive Thinking, that it furpafleth the grolfejfl Apoftafies of the Jews^ in

their Imitation of the Egyptians
^

Syria^ny and (24) FhxnkianSy fo much
complained of by the Prophets Ifaiah and Ezekiel.

From the Difpofition and Manners of the Inhabitants, the next Thing T'he Nature

that will naturally fall under our Confideration, will be the Nature of the° ^ ° *

Soil. This chiefly is black, in low deep Lands, in fhallower Parts fome-

what reddifh, on the Hills frequently of a whitifh chalky marly Nature,

and, near the Sea, generally fandy.

By fuch Variety, Providence hath wifely adapted different Soils to the

different Nature of the feveral Kinds of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants.

Where

(24) Thefe, among the many Apoftafies of the IfraeUtes, mentioned by the Prophets, are elegantly de-

fcribed by the great and ingenious Mr, MUtariy who, fpeaking of the Egyptian and Syrian Idols, fays.

For thofe the Race of Ifrael oft forfook

Their living Strength, and unfrequented left

His righteous Altar ^
bowing lowly down

To bejiial Gods ; for which their Heads as low

Bow'd down in Battle^ funk before the Spear

Of defpicable Foes. JVith thefe in Troop

Came Aftitoreth, xvhom the Phoenicians caWd
Aftarte, ^een of Heav'n., with crefcent Horns i

Te whofe bright Image nightly by the Moon
Sidonian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs:

In Sion, alfo, not unjutig, whereflood

Her Temple on th'offenfve Mountain built

By that uxorious King, whofe Hearty tho'' large,

Beguil'd by fair Idolatreffes, fell

To Idols foul. Thammuz came next behind

:

TVhofe annual Wound in Lebanon allur'd

Tl)e Syrian Damfels to lament his Fate

In amorous Ditties all a Summer's Day ;

JVhile fmooth Adonis from his native Rock

Ran purple to the Sea, fuppos'd with Blood

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : The Love-Tale

InfeSled Sion'i Daughters with like Heat

;

JVhofe wanton Pajfwis in the facred Porch

Ezekiel faiv, when, by the Vifion led.

His Eye's furoefd the dark Idolatries

Of alienated Judah. Paradife Loft, Lib. \. Ver. 432.
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Where the Soil is black, as it imbibes the Rays of the Sun, and

refleds few or none, there the circumambient Air is not near fo hot as

where the Soil is fandy, or gravelly ; for mofl, if not all Bodies, reflect

the folar Rays, in proportion to their refpedive Denfity and Smoothnefs

;

fo that by how much the more foHd and polifhed the Particles of a fandy

or gravelly Soil are, than black Mould, by fo much the more intcnfe

will the Heat of their Reflexion be.

It is owing to thefe refleded Rays, and the Want of Moifture, that the

Blades of Canes, as well as other Plants, are more apt to fcorch in fandy,

or gravelly, than in a black Soil : And, as the Fertility of this, as well

as others of the Weft-India Iflands, depends upon feafonable Rains, the

long Chains of (25) Hills, interfperfed with deep Valleys, are therefore

providentially fituated to the Eaftward of fome Parts of the Ifland, to

intercept the Clouds and Vapours : For, if the Wind, at Eaft, drives

before it even a thin fcattered Cloud towards the Weft, this, as long as it

is not augmented by adventitious Exhalations, will hover in the Air ; but

as foon as it comes oppoflte to, and as low as thefe Hills, the impelling

Force of the Wind at Eaft, and the Reflftance of the now clofe oppofite

Hills will compel thefe thin watry Veflcles to coalefce and aflx^ciate into

Drops ;
by which means this thick Collection of Water becomes fo denfe,

that its Gravity is greater than the Strength of the Air in that Situation

can uphold, and it defcends therefore in refrefhing Rain
;

but, when the

Collection of Vapours is not fo great as to form Clouds, and if thefe are

not raifed before the Cold of the Evening above the Height of the Hills

and Clifts, being then deftitute of their chiefeft Caufe of Expanfion, I

mean the Heat of the Sun, they then are comprefled, and defcend in foft

Mifts upon the Earth
;

yet in far greater Quantity, for the P^eafons above-

mentioned, upon the Sides of thefe reflfting Hills to the Eaftward. It is

partly from hence, and not intirely, as fome imagine, from the fuperior

Excellency of the Soil, that particular Parts of St. yofepKs and St,

Andrew s Pariflies yield a more certain, and often better Increafe, than

moft other Parts of the Ifland.

This is fo remarkably true in general, that it hath been obferved, that

as long as the W^ind blows oppoflte to one Side of the high Mountains,

near the Gajiges^ they have no Rain on the other Side, the Clouds being

intirely broken by the Reflftance of thofe very high Hills. And, as the

Winds in and near England blow near half the Year from the Weftward
Points, it muft follow, that the Clouds and Vapours are, in a great mea-
fure, carried that Way : If thefe, as in England^ are in their Courfe inter-

cepted

(25) That a long Chain of Hills is very ferviceable to intercept the Clouds and Vapours, was known as

early as the Time of Mcjei
; for, in his Defcription of the Land of Canaan, he fays to the Children of

Ifrael, The Land whither thou goejl in to pojfefs it, is not as the Land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where
thou wateredjl thy Seed zvith thy Foot, as a Garden of Herbs ; i. e. In Egypt (as the learned Dr. Shaw, in his

Travels, obferves) the Egyptians, for want of feafonable Rains, were obliged to water their Grounds by
artificial Canals, which received the Waters upon the Overflowing of the Nile. But the Land whither ye go
to pojfefs it, is a Land of Hills and Valleys, and drinketh Water of the Rain of Heaven ; a Land which the

Lord thy God careth for : The Eyes of the Lord thy Ged are always upon it from the Beginning of the Tear even unit

the End of the Tear. Dcut, xi. lo, ii, 12.
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cepted by high Hills, they become more denfe, and confequently break into

Rain or Mifl. If they meet with Uttle or no Rcfiftance, many of thcfe thin

fcattering Clouds pafs over an open champaign Country. It is, I btiice,

owing to this chiefly, that Pkardy in France is lefs fupplied with Moifture,

and confequently wants that grateful Verdure fo remarkable in E7:gland.

That thefe Hills are ferviceable in flopping the flying Clouds from High Lands

pafling over the Ifland, is what is daily confirmed by Experience ; for to^mercept

that Part of the Ifland called The Thickets^ in St, Philip" s Y2x\\[\^ heing Clouds,

low Land, and having no Hills, nor high Clifts to the Eaftward, to make
any Refifl:ance to thefe Clouds, is often fcorched with great Drought,

when the middle and more hilly Parts of the Ifland are replcnifhed with

Rain.

It muft not from hence be concluded, that fuch Countries are intirely

defl:itute of Rain, becaufe they have no Hills or Clifts to the Eaftward.

I mention thefe only as Helps, to prevent fome low Clouds and Vapours

from pafling over them
; for, if the general Caufe of the Defcent of Rain

was the Reflftance made by the Hills and Mountains, there would be

little or no Rain at a great Difl:ance from Land, which we are fure

there is.

It will likewifq perhaps be furpriflng to thofe unacquainted with the

Nature of the Soil of fome Parts of this Ifland, to hear, that in the moft

hilly, which is called Scotla?id^ conflderable Quantities of Land fhould

run away (as it is here termed), and become Part of a neighbouring Eflate.

Sometimes large Pieces of Ground planted with Canes, and even The Soil in

Land with Plantain and Banana Trees growing upon it, have flid down
fon^^of^^en

to the Valleys from the Sides of the Hills. This happens in very rainy ^I'Jcs frcm

Seafons ;
for, as the Soil upon thefe Hills is commonly not above Eight the Hii" to

or Nine Inches deep, and of an oozy and foapy Nature underneath, it^fj^f^^^"^^^

eaflly feparates from the next immediate Subjiratum^ which is of a flip-

pery Chalk, flat Stones, or loofe Gravel.

When the Soil flides in large Pieces, its Motion is lefs violent, than

when it is confined in narrow Chafms in the Meeting of two Hills, efpe-

cially if the Situation be very fteep ; for there the Collcclion of Water
being conflderable and heavy, inftead of gliding foftly between the two
Strata^ it breaks out in different Places at once, and then runs down the

Precipice a mingled Torrent of Earth and Water.

A remarkable Inftance of this kind happened fome Years ago in St.

Andrew s Parifli, where a large Garden, the Soil of a Potato-Garden,

with its growing Produce, flid from the Side of a neighbouring Hill, and
richly covered the next Neighbour's Land, fituated in the Vale below.

Another Infliance, fimilar to this, happened at an Efl:ate, now in the

Pofl^flion of the Reverend Mr. Reynold Fojler^ where the greatefl: Part of

a poor Tenant's Land, with all its Produce growing upon it, firft cracked,

and then flid over the Clifts into the Sea : but during the long Continu-

ance of the fame Rain, in a few Hours afterwards, the adjoinino; Land of

G ^ Mr.
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Mr. Fofter^ being then planted with Canes, came tumbKng down, and

richly fupplied the Place of the Soil fo lately wafhed off, and there re-

mained.

The Violence with which the Land moves at fuch times, may be guef-

fed at likewife from the following Inftance : A Cabbage-tree, of about

Thirty Feet high, moved Roots, Soil, and all, feveral Feet from the Place

where it grew ; it moved in an upright Pofture, and remained fo upon
the Settlement of the Soil, and continues to this Day to grow and flourifh.

This Tree is to be feen at Banana Hole, an Eftate in St. jofeph's Parifh,

belonging to Mrs. IVarren^ at the Black Rock.

However fertile thefe hot Climates are, if refrefhed with feafonable

Dews and Rains, and with the warm enHvening Rays of the Sun • yet it

will fcarce appear credible, at leaft to the Northern Inhabitants of the

World (where the Vegetable Creation languifhes for near half the Year
;

and, when the Sun fheds its benign Influence, is comparatively weak and
faint), that in an Ifland, containing not above 106470 Acres of Land,

there fhould ever have been near 70,000 blacky and 30,000 white Inha-

bitants
;
though at this Time, indeed, as I have obferved before, the

Number is not quite fo confiderable.

The great What I fhall add will ftill appear more incredible (though upon good

the Land? Grounds I affirm itj ; That if all the Valleys, and other Places fhaded

from the Wind, were to be planted with Plantain, Banana, and Caffado

Trees, and the open level Land with Yams, Potatoes, Eddoes, Corn and

Pulfe (efpeciaily Pigeon-peas), and a fufficient Number of Cattle was
kept to provide Manure, this fmall Ifland alone, without any foreign

Afliftance, would, in feafonable Years, produce a Sufficiency of fuch

Food to maintain more than the (26) Number of its prefent Inhabit-

ants.

rous Arm^
From hence we may learn not to wonder at, nor disbelieve what is faid

of the Chii-in Scripturc of the Fertility of the Holy Land, and the numerous Armies

nofincS brought into the Field by the Children oUfrael. Though their fettled

bie. Kingdom from Dan to Kadejlj, upon the Northern Boundaries of Arabia

Peinea, was not above One hundred and Twenty Miles long, and in Breadth,

from

(26) Romnlus allowed every Roman but Two Acres of Land (which were much lefs than the Etiglijh Mea-
fure) in even a Winter Country. How much more fruitful an Acre in this Ifland is, than Two about RomCy
will appear by the following Calculation : An Acre of Land defigned for Yams hath generally three thoufand
one hundred Holes dug in it This planted in the Beginning of July, with Five hundred Weight of fmall

Yams, will come to their Maturity, and be fit to be dug up the latter End of December, or the

Beginning of January, and will yield Two Pounds and Three Quarters Weight of Yams from every Hole.
This is a Computation fo very fmall, that the Inhabitants often dig Four, Five, or Six Pounds, more than what
I have mentioned : However, by this very low Calculation, an Acre thus planted (befides the fmall Yams or
Seedlings, equalling the Weight of what was planted) will produce a Sufficiency for Five Men a whole
Year, allowing each Alan Four Pounds of this kind of Food a Day ; fo that Twenty-feven thoufand Acres
of the prefenc befl Cane Land, planted in Yams, would produce yearly a Sufficiency of this kind, at the
above Allowance, for One hundred and Thirty thoufand Men, which is above the Number of its prefent

Inhabitants. After the above-mentioned Quantity is fubtradfed from the Whole, there will remain Seventy-
nine thoufand Four hundred Acres, which (except what the Buildings, Orchards, and other Conveniencies
take up) may be planted, fome in Corn and Pulfe, and the refl left for Paflurage, which Quantity will be
more than fufficient to raife Cattle for Manure, and other Ufes : Befides, there might be raifed upon the

moft barren Part a great Number of Sheep and Goats ; and the whole Land, that was planted in Yams,
would be ppen for other Provificns, fuch as Potatoes apd Pulfe, for above Six Months in the Ye«r.
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from the Mediterranean Sea to the Defart on the Eaft, about Eighty

;
yet,

when Joab numbered the Children of IJ'rael^ they were found to be

Thirteen hundred tlioufmd fighting Men, befides Women and Children.

The great Fertility, and prodigious Growth, of Vegetables in warm
Climates, when compared with the Northern Parts of the World, is

almoft incredible ; at leaft, it will appear to be fo to thofe who are unac-

quainted with the Nature of Vegetation.

This will be made more evident, when we come to defcribe the Plan-

tain-tree, and the great American Aloe ; nor will it be lefs agreeably

furpriling to find, that thefe hot Climates are far from being uninhabita-

ble ; for the Heat is daily cooled by the conftant Breezes of Wind, which

at the Sun's firft Rifing gently fan the Air, and increafe in Strength in

proportion to the adive Influence of the Sun's Heat, till towards Even-

ing ^ when the folarHeat is abated, thefe refrefbing Gales, generally fpeak-

ing, die away.

The Conflancy, Regularity, and Gentlenefs of the Wind, efpecially in

what we call the Winter Months, the Serenity and Clearnefs of the Air,

the continued Verdure of Trees, diverfified with Variety of Objedts of

Art and Nature, all terminating in and furrounded with the Sea, may
be compared, with fome fmall Allowance, to Ho7ner\ beautiful Defcrip-

tion of the Plains of Memphis^ near the Acherujian Lake.

OJ vKpsloii ar' dp ^eifjicov iroXviy ire Tot ofxAp^*

'Aaa' e^iei 'Zy€(pvpoiQ ^.Swzs-veiovlaS otnTccs

Stern Winter fmiles on that aufpicious Clime :

"The Fields are Jlorid with mifading Prime.

From the bleak Pole no Winds tnclemeiit blow ;

Mold the round Hail^ nor flake thefeecy Snow :

But from the breezy Deep the Blefl i77hale

The fragrant Murmurs of the Weflern Gale. Pope.

The beautiful Profpeds from feveral Hills to the Vales below, efpeci-

ally from the Top of a fmall Hill, near the Honourable ydm Dotti7i\

Eftate, from another in Batten % Eflate, and from Brigs\ Hill, are not

perhaps inferior to that fo celebrated Profped from the Top ofMou?jt Tabor

towards the fpacious Valley of Efdraelo7i^ and the Mediterranea?i Sea.

Nor ought we here to negled the Defcription of Hackleto?2S Clift,

where Nature at one View difplays a great Variety of furprifing Profpeds.

Here the high impending Rocks yield a dreary rueful Appearance : The
feveral deep Chafms below, over which they proje6l, are imbrowncd with

the thick Foliage of lofty Trees. The adjacent fleep Declivity is croudcd

with irregular Precipices, and broken Rocks ; the whole View terminating

in the tempcfluous Sea, over whofe craggy Shores the foaming Waves
inceffantly break.—All folemnly awful, if not horrifying Scenes ! except

when the Eye is relieved by a Glimpfe, or fometimes a full Sight, of the

neighbouring
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facighbouring Plantations. To complete this uncommon Contrail, a deep
rapid River runs through the Valleys at the Bottom of thefe Precipices

;

which, tho' in the dry Seafons it is abiioft without Water
; yet in the

rainy Months of Jum^ J^by -^^g^fti often overflows its hiaheft

Banks ; and its then irreAftible Courfe may juftly be faid to anfwer
Horaces Defcription of the River Tiber in a Storm.

- Cetera Fhimims

Ritu feruntury nunc medio aheo

Cum pace delahentis Etrufcum

In mare ; nunc lapides adefoSy

Stirpefq\ raptas^ &^ pecus^ &^ domos

Volventis una^ non Jim montium

Clamore, 'vicinaq\ Jilv^e^

Cum fera diluvies quietos

Irritat amnes.

Like liber s fmooth and glaily Face,

When gently rolHng to the Main
;

Life fbmetimes glides with a foft Pace,

Unvanquifli'd with the Edge of Pain.

Like T'ibery oft 'tis in a Roar,

When his rough Billows lafh the Shore ;

Rocks, Trees, and Cattle, down are borne,

And Domes from their Foundation torn
;

Huge Mountains found, as well as Woods

;

And all around the Plains are Floods.

As the above-mentioned ftupendous Clifts are intirely impaflable

for many Miles, except by Three narrow Chafms hewed through the

Rocks, where Ten Men can refift a Hundred ;
this, with their Vicinity to

the Sea, reminds me of Mr. GloFver\ beautiful Defcription of the Streights

of Thertnopyl^,

----- Hoere the lofty Clifts

Of woody Oeta overlook the Pafs
;

Andfar beyond, o'er half the Surge beloWy

Their horrid Umbrage cafl. - - - - Leonid as.

This Place is ftill more melancholy, if we cafl: our Eyes upon the

feveral Catacombs, which on our firll Settlement in this Ifland were dug

out of the Rocks in the Side of this Clift, where lie the Remains of

thofe, who, like the Patriarchs of old, procured to themfelves Places of

Reft.

The Antients, efpecially Ariflotle^ were of Opinion, that the Torrid

Zone was uninhabitable, by reafon of its fuppofed great Heat ; but

when we confider the ahnoft conftant Regularity of the Trade-Winds

and







Book I. IJland of B A R B A D O S. 25

and Weathef, and the quick Return of Night, with its moift Vapours,

we cannot be at a Lofs to conceive how thefe othcrwife liot and fultry

Regions, near the Equator, are hy this Means rendered not only habi-

table, but pleafant
;

and, as the Inhabitants are not liable to fudden The ifland

Changes from Heat to Cold, they not only enjoy a great Share of Health, behVatthy

but likewife hve to an advanced old Age.

There are now alive (and moft of them in a tolerable good State of of fomTof

Health) within Three Miles round, in a Country-place, Part in St. Lucy s
an'^js^"^^^"'

Parifh, and Part \n St. Peter Eleven Women, and One Man^ whofe Age,

added together, make a Thoufand and Five Years. We have likewife, in

tlie Illand, Three Perfons, whofe Ages, being added together, amount^ by

the beft Computation that can be made, to near Three hundred Years.

Fifo^ in his Account of Brajtly fays, that feveral of the Natives there

live, fome to an Hundred, others to an Hundred and Fifty Years : Yet I

bi?g Leave to diflent, with regard to the Certainty of it, from that great

Man, however a Man of Veracity in other refpeds ; for neither the In-

dians upon the Continent of A??terica (at leafl the different Nations that

I knew), nor the native Negroes of Africa (as far as I could learn by the

moft fi:rid Inquiry from fuch of them as have been naturalized in thefe

CoIonies\ have any certain Method of reckoning their Years ; nor of

the latter is there one of an Hundred that can give you any tolerable room
to guefs at their Age, unlefs fomething very remarkable happened when
they were young, to leave a lafting ImprefTion upon their Minds.

When I examined a very old Perfon about her Age, all that fhe could

remember was, that fhe was a very lufty Girl when the great Hurricane

happened.

This indeed was an ^ra remarkable enough ; for of all Storms called Hurricanes,

Hurricanes, which, in Truth, are inexpreflibly violent (^though not fo fre- Effect,

quent in their Returns here, as it is imagined in Europe) ^ that which

happened in Barbados ^ on the 3 ill: oi Auguft 1675. was not inferior, in

its deplorable Confequence, to the Earthquake which happened at

'Jamaica (27) ; for it left neither Houfe nor Tree (landing, except the

few that were fheltered by fome neighbouring Hill or Clift.

Some Hours before the Storm began, the Heaven was overcaft vvith

thick Clouds, of a black reddifh Hue ; the Air calm, but fultry ; and the

more it loft its expanfive Force (which before buoyed up the watry Par-

ticles in a difperfed State), the clofer the Clouds condenfed, and the

blacker they appeared.

H The

(27) In the terrible Earthquake at Jamaica^ which happened on the 7th of June 1692. the Sand in the

Streets moved in Heaps, like the Waves of the Sea ; then on a fudden the Earth opened in feveral

Places, and fwallowed in whole Rows of Houfes with their Inhabitants. The remaining few knew not

whither to fly , for Deftrudtion was on every Side. As the Earth opened and clofed with a very quick

Motion, feveral Hundreds of the Inhabitants were abforbed alive j others jammed in the clofe Fiffures,

fome up to their Necks, fome to theirW^aifts ; and ethers had their Legs and Thighs broken in thefe Yawn-
ings of the Earth, which were fo numerous, that a Gentleman reckoned above Two hundred open in a

very fhort time. The Sea was in fuch ftrong convulfive Motions, tliat in almoft an Inftant it receded back

near a Mile, and as quick returned to its former Bounds. A large Mountain, not far from Pert Morant^

was quite fwallowed up, and the Place where it flood is now become a large Lake of about Four Leagues

over. Vidt Phil. Tranf. Vol. II. p. 411.
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The Afternoon, when the Violence of the Storm began, the Wind

was high and varying, almoft in an Inftant, to every (28) Point of the

Compafs ; but fettled chiefly at North, being attended with dreadful

Rain, Thunder, and Lightning.

The Sea, where not guarded with high Clifts, overflowed its Banks,

in fome Places, above an Hundred Yards.

The Day-Hght, while it lafted, as Milton expreflTes it,

Szrvd only to difcover Sights ofWoe \

for there was nothing to be feen but one rueful Spectacle of almoft uni-

verfal Ruin.

If one looked in to the Land, Behold^ Darknefsy and Sorro-.t\ and the

Light was darkened in the Heavens thereof.

The Night, as it came on, was ufliered in with an almoft continued

rumbhng Noiie in the Air, with the Increafe of Wind, Rain, Thunder,

and Lightning ;
efpecially the latter, which now with redoubled Force,

darted not with its ufual lliort-lived Flaflies, but in rapid Flames, skim-

ming over the Surface of the Earth, as well as mounting to the upper

Regions.

The next (29) Morning, when the Storm was abated, the whole Ifland

afforded a lively, but terrible, Idea of the Tenth Egyptian Plague of old ;

for there was fcarce a Houfe but lamented one dead in it, or in general

fomething equal, or worfe.

Several Families were intirely buried in the Ruins of their Houfes

;

and there were few that efcaped, but with the Lofs either of fome Rela-

tion, Friend, or Acquaintance.

Thefe,

(28) There was not an Houfe left in Speights Town, whofe Roof was not blown off. Major Streate lived

above the Town, at an Eftate, now in the PofTeflion of Mr. Andrew Derry, whofe Roof being firft blowed

off, the Violence of the Wind was fo great, that he and his Bride, up one Pair of Stairs (being mairied

but that Evening), were carried from their Bed by the Force of the Wind, and thrown into a prickly

Pimploe-FIedge ; in which uncomfortable Situation, they were both found next Morning, unable to aflift

themfelves. Likewife one Humphry JFaterman, then an Infant, was found as foon as the Storm was over,

with his Arm broken, and in that Condition fucking his dead Mother, killed by the Lightning or Storm.

There arc many Inftances that might be given of the great and deflrudive Force of Storms ; efpecially

that which happened in the Reign of Cambyfes, which was fo violent, that it raifed the Sand in the De-
fart between Egypt and Ethiopia, fo as to cover and deftroy a whole Army, confifting of Fifty thoufand

Men, which were intended againft the Ethiopians.

In the above-mentioned Hurricane in this Ifland, there were Seventeen Perfons killed in one Houfe, in

that Part of the Ifland called Scotland. I have thefe Informations from creditable Perfons now alive in the

Ifland, and who were, at the time of the Hurricane, of fufficient Age both to remember, and make their

Remarks on, the Violence of the Storm, and the Occurrences that then happened.

(29) It is here reported, that, during this Hurricane, one Mrs. Groome, a Midwife, in St. Philip's

Parifh, living upon the Eftate of Mr. Thomas Hardin, endeavouring to go from her Dwelling to an Out-
houfe, was fnatched up by a Whirlwind, and carried through the Air to a great Diftance from Home,
where flie was found many Hours afterwards grafping the Roots of a large Tree newly blown up.

Thofe here, who believe this Relation, urge, in favour of their Belief, that there are many well-attcftcd

Inftances of as great Storms, which have been frequent at Rome, at Capua, at Laviuium, and feveral other

Places of Italy. See Diodorus Siculus, Vol. III. Lib. XII.

However, I leave the Reader at Liberty to judge for himfelf, whether fuch an Inftance is confiftent with

Probability, and whether any finiilar Inftances, from good Authority, be brought to countenance, if not
confirm it ?

"
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Thefe, and fiich-like Storms, when compared with the mofl: remark-

able ones, defcribed by Heathen Authors, either in Profe or Verfe (30),

are infinitely more furprifing and dreadful
;

for, when the Almighty, in

thefe terrible Vifitations, 7^ideth upo?i the Wt7igs of the IVinds^ when he

viaketh the Dai'kftefs his Pavilion^ then it may be faid without a Figure,

that he taketh up the Mountains in a Balance^ and the great Deep as the

Drops of a Bucket : Not the Tops of Rhodope^ or the Ceraunian Hills,

alone are torn ; it is not thefe alone that skip like Lambs, nor is it the

River yorda?i only that flies back, but Hills upon Hills finic into Valleys,

and the Bottom of the great Deep uncovers, and ftarts into Land, at his

angry Nod. The Foundations of the Earth fhake, and the Pillars of

Heaven are aftonifhed, at his Rebuke. Lo ! thefe are but Part of his

Ways. How little a Portion is heard of him I

The fuddcn fhifting of the Wind, in thefe and fuch-like Hurricanes, to

the feveral Points of the Compafs, may be juftly compared to Virgil %

beautiful Defcription of a Storm, in the following Words

:

------- Ac venti^ velut agmine fa5io^

^ua data porta^ ruunt^ &^ terras turbine per/Iant,

Incuhuere mari^ totumq\ a fedibus imis

Una Eurufq-y Notufq\ ruunt^ creberq\ procellis

Africus \
&^ vaflos volvunt ad littora fJuBus, Mn, I. 86,

The huddled and tumultuous Band of Winds
Sweeps o'er the Earth, and a wide Portal finds :

Then broods upon the Deep ; and in their Turns

South, Eaft, and Weft, with eddying Fury burns : They

(30) As the moft celebrated Defcription of a Storm is that of VirgiPs^ it will not perhaps be improper
to infert it in his own Words : G. I. 322.

Sttpe etiam immenfum coelo venit agmen aquaruniy

Et faedam gloinerant tempeftatem imbribus atris

CoUeifis ex alto nubes : ruit ardtius tether,

Et pluvid ingenti fata leeta^ boumq\ labores

Diluit : implentur fajfa, iff cava flimina trefcunt

Cum fonitu, fervetq; freth jpirantibm csquor.

Ipfe Pater, media nimborum in noite, corufca

Fulmina molitur dextra ; quo maxima motu

Terra tremit ; fuge^e ferce, iff morta/ia corda

Per gentes humilis Jlravit payor : Ille flagranti

Jut Jtho, aut Rhodopen, aut aha Ceraunia tela

Dejicit : ingemiuant Jujiri, iff dinffft7rius imber :

Nunc nemora ingenti vento, nunc littora plangunt.

Oft from above defcend a Troop of Floods :

Oft gather from the Deep the thick'ning Clouds ;

Down rufh the Skies, and with impetuous Rain
Wafh out the Ox's Toil, and fweep away the Grain.

The Dikes are fiU'd ; no Bounds the Torrent keep ;

And with the breathing Surges boils the Deep.
Aniidft a Night of Clouds, his glitt'ring Fire,

And rattling Thunder, hurls th'eternal Sire.

Far (hakes the Earth ; Beafts fly ; and mortal Heart*

Pale Fear dejedls : He, with refulgent Darts,

Or Rhodope, or Jtho''s lofty Crown,
Or fteep Ceraunia's Clifts, ftrikes headlong down.
The Rains condenfe ; more furious J://?er roars :

Now with vaft Winds the Woods, now la(hcs he the Shores.
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They roufe the loweft Waves, that (lept before,

And heave huge Billows tow'rds the lab'ring Shore.

As thefe quick Tranfitions of the Wind to the feveral cardinal Points,

is a notorious Matter of Fac^, with refped to Hurricanes, how inexcufe-

able mull: thofe be, who, without any Inquiry, ridicule the Defcription of

a Storm in the Book of 'Job ; becaufe the Author makes the Storm to afFeft

the Four Corners of the Houfe, ajs if it were at once ! which indeed is no

lefs a true, than an elegant Defcription, of fuch a Storm.

It is obferved, that the Glare of Lightnings is, in general, more expanded

in thefe hot, than in Northern Climates. This is undoubtedly occafioned

by the greater Rarefadion of the Air near the Equator. However, in

Times of violent Hurricanes (if of any long Continuance), the Rapidity

of the Wind and Rain prefles on, and forces a prodigious Quantity of heavy

Air in the room of the more rarefied, which is obliged to fly upwards,

and to give way : Then the Atmofphere becomes as much condenfed,

during the Storm, as in any Northern Climate : And therefore the Light-

ning, being more clofely preffed by fo thick a Medium, would appear, and

in reality be, more compact, than when lefs refifted by the common more
rarefied Air. It is chiefly owing to this, with a fmall Allowance for the

Confl:ernation and Fear that the Inhabitants were then poflefl^ed with, that

we can in fome meafure reafonably account for their defcribing the then

Lightnings to be fo very uncommon to them, as to appear like fo many
Wedges or Bolts of Fire in the Air.

I am of Opinion, that all Hurricanes begin in variable Climates ; other-

wife we fhould not in all Probability have here any fuch Storms at all
j

for as the Air is very much rarefied near the Equator, its Particles are at a

great Difl:ance from one another, and confequently ad: with a lefs Force

and Struggle, than when nearly comprefled between a thicker Medium.
This (ci^teris paribus) maybe evidently feen by the great Power of Air

pent up in a Wind-Gun, which will force Leaden Bullets through an Half-

inch Deal-board ; fo that where-ever the Particles ofAir are mofl: comprefl^ed

together, there the greater will their Struggle be to expand, or dilate.

Hence all fuch variable Climates will be more liable to Storms. We
may likewife add, that the nearer any of our Weft-htdia Iflands is to

the main Land, whofe Mountains near the Shore are very high, if the

Storm blows upon the Ifland from the oppofite Point ; for Infl:ance, If

it comes from the North-eafl: ; and the adjacent Continent, oppofite to

that Point, rifes with very high Lands (the Storm meeting with this

Refiftance, and being ftill violently prefled againft the Sides of thefe

Hills); the remaining Particles of rarefied Air will, according to their

Nature, mount upward, leaving the lowermoft ftill more condenfed
;

and as every Particle of Air hath an elaftic Quality, the greater the

Number is of thefe that are comprefled together, their united Force

vtill
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will with greater Power recoil ; fo that the Storm, being thus flopped in

its Courfe, will more violently blow, as v/ell as lafl: longer.

Some ilight Earthquakes have been likewife felt in this Ifland ; but pro-

bably not lo much here as in the neighbouring I/lands of St. Vincent'

s

and St. Lucjs^ where there are burning Mountains, that have at times

vomited Fire (tho' not of late Years) ; and where there is a great Quan-
tity of crude Brimftone to be found in the Neighbourhood of their

Volc'dno's- The Hurricanes are much Icfs frequent of late Years ; nor

hath there appeared any thing like one in this Ifland, fince the Year

(31) 173 I. which blew from the EafI: and North-eaft.

All the Ships were driven out of the Harbour ; but there was not

much Damage received, except on Shore, where feveral Houfes were

thrown down, and fome large Trees torn up by the Roots.

From thefe loud ones, let us take a View of the more filent Strokes

of the Almighty's Hand, whereby he neverthelefs afTerts his Kingdom
over all the World, I mean the Difeafes peculiar to this and fome neigh-

bouring Iflands.

(31) The Violence of this Storm was fuch, that it covered, near Bridge Town, a Shoal at a fmall

Diftance from the Land, oppofite to Colonel Hilary Rowe's and Mr. Waldroris Houfes, of near Two
hundred Yards long. Twenty broad, with a Bank of Stones Four Feet thick: Thefe adventitious Stones have
been fince partly walhed otf by high Tides, and partly carried away for Ballaft, or to be burnt into Lime
by the Inhabitants.

^he End of the First Book.

I THE
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Of the Difeafes peculiar to this and the neighbouring Ifiands.

i|SJ|^^^^^^£^ T is the Opinion of many great Men,
Almiehtv never fhews his Power by infliding Dif-

peculiar to

that the

ghty

eafes, or even great Inconveniencies,

any certain Part of the World, but at the fame

time he difplays forth his Goodnefs, in providing

fome extraordinary Remedies. If Egypt is often

denied refreshing (i) Rains, its Dews defcend not

only, like thofe of Herman^ upon the thirfty Plains,

but the wide-extended Nik alfo is commanded more plenteoully to fupply

that Blefling from his copious Urn. When he hath thus fertilized the

Earth, his Waters recede within their former Bounds, and return not again

till the Rated Periods, to cover the Land ; fo that if this Part of the World
is fometimes viiited with Fevers far more acute than any known in the

Northern Parts (the Plague excepted^, I make no doubt but indulgent

Providence
(i) This muft be underftood chiefly of Upper Egypt.
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Providence hath provided Plants, Minerals, in the fame Climate, which,

upon a thorough Search into their Qualities, are capable of affording not

only great Relief, but alfo moft effedual and fpeciiic Remedies.

That they are not already found, is rather an Argument, that we liav^e

not been fjfliciently inquilitive, than that there are no fuch Plants endued

with thefe Virtues.

The Heat of The fcvcral Difcoveries that have enriched the Materia Medica plainly

fu'iHmaTcs^^^^^^^) that the Virtues of Plants and Minerals are inexhauftible. And
the Juices we may likewife obferve, that the Heat of the Sun in thefe hot Climates
^

is fo intenfe (efpecially upon thofe Plants which grow fheltered from the

Wind], that it fublimates their Juices, Salts, and Spirits, to a far greater

Degree of Perfedion, than a chemical Fire, by its inconflant Heat, can

poffibly effect.

Hence it is, that the mofl: valuable Gums andBalfams are brought from
hot Climates. Witnefs that of Gilead and Peru.

It is obferved by the ableft Praditioners in Phyfic of this Ifland, that

Peripneumonies and Pleurifies are almoft the conftant Attendants of the

Change of Wind, if of any Continuance, from the true Trade-Wind, efpe-

cially to a fultry South-weft Wind.

The Difference of Purity between this and our Trade-Wind, is eafily

difcovered ; for the South-wefh Vv^ind blows from a very hot moift Part

of the Continent of America^ which is not above 254. Miles diftant from
this Ifland : And as this is by far hotter than our ufual Air, it adds too

great a Relaxation to the Animal Syftem.
The Trade- This, with the different Degrees of Circulation in all the Juices (which

ftituticnai fuch a Difference in the Air mufl; caufe), gives Birth to various Difeafes :

["^^^IJ^^^"*^^'
Whereas the Trade-Wind, by its Frequency, or rather by its Conflancy,

is not only conftitutional to the Inhabitants, but it is in itfelf purer than

the other, becaufe it blows upon the Ifland at Eaft-north-eaft ; and
as the neareft Part of the Continent, upon that Point, is 3127 Miles

from us, the Air muft be far colder by paffnig over fo much more Water,

than the South-weft Wind, and confequently more wholfome.

The learned Dr. Mead^ in his Treatife de Pejle^ obferves, that it was
the Opinion of Hippocrates^ that the Conftitution of the Air that prece-

ded peftilential Fevers, was mixed with great Heats, much Rains, and
Southerly Winds. And Galen takes notice, " that no other than a moift

Air brings the Plague." Lucretius is of the fame Opinion, in his admira-

ble Defcription of the Plague of Athens. " Thefe Difeafes, fays he, either
" come from the Air, or rife from the Earth."

- - - ~ Ubi putrorem humida naSla ejly

Litempeftivis pluviifq'y &folibus i^a.

LucRET. Lib. VI. Ver. 1098.

In
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In or about the Year 1741. a great Number of Dogs ran mad ; and

I obferved, that the Temperament of the Air, for many Months before,

was very hot. In this Seafon, a great Number of Cattle, being bit by thefc

Dogs, ran mad Hkewife.

I cannot here omit infcrting a very lucky unexpecled Cure of a mad
Cow, belonging to Hurdifs 'Jordan^ Efq; in St. Lucy s ParilTi. When
found to be mad, fhe was confined ; but as the ufual Symptoms, attend-

ing that terrible Diftemper, appeared more and more, and fhe growing

to extreme Madnefs, the Owner determined to deflroy her ; but as Hie

was a favourite Beaft, her Doom was refpited till he had tried the fol-

lowing Experiment.

Having thrown her down upon a Dunghil, he dire(5led his Slaves to

keep, by Force, her Mouth open, whilft he poured by Degrees down her

Throat a large Pailful of cold Water. In a fliort time after, fhe began to

feed, and in about Twenty-four Hours drank Water as ufual, fully reco-

vered, and remained fo.

As this is a Matter of Fad:, fufficiently attefled by that Gentleman, and

his Family, I make no Apology for inferting it : Indeed I fhould have been

inexcufable, if I had omitted fo extraordinary and furprifing a Circum-

ftance ; for who knows but indulgent Providence may at laft point out

fome Remedy againft fo dreadful a Calamity, and that the fame Method
may be of Service towards the Cure of the human Species ?

It appears to me, at leaft, probable ; for even Nature, in Inflances not

intirely diflimilar, points out fomething like this : Thus, when the Stomach

is overloaded, it generally makes many Efforts to relieve itfelf by Vomits,

which, when affiflied by Art, prove often an effedual Remedy : And as

we find, that the miferable Patient, when afflided with this Diforder, hath

an ardent Defire of Water, though the Nature of the Diftemper is fuch,

that it will not permit him to drink
;

therefore, if, in this Cafe, a confider-

able Quantity of Water were forcibly poured down his Throat, perhaps it

would be of great Service ; for as the Poifon is of a very hot Nature,

which appears by the violent Thirft it caufes, it is more than probable,

that fuch a Quantity of cold Water, mixing with the Virus
^
would, at

leaft, abate its Force, till Sudorifics, or other Medicines, had time to

expel and throw off the Poifon by Perfpiration, or otherwife : That fome
Poifons, of an hot Nature, ad lefs vigoroufly in Cold, than when aftifted

with Heat, is evident, from the more dangerous Confequcnce of the Bite

of Scorpions and Vipers in Italy, and elfewhere, in an hot Summer Seafon,

than in moderate cold Weather.

As the RngUpj Phyficians are no lefs remarkable for their Humanity,

than Skill and Judgment, it is to be wiftied, that thefe ingenious Gentlemen

would (in Pity even to the dumb Creation, as well as to their Fellow-

Creatures) try this Experiment firft on Beafts ; which if fucccfsful, it

might likewife be of Service to the human Species, under fuch deplorable

Circumftances,

K From
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From this feemingDigreflion, let us return to obferve, that the Dry Belly-

ach (fo called from its affeding that Part of the Body with great Coflive-

nefs and Pain) was formerly much more frequent and fatal, than it hath

been of late. Diftillers of Rum, and Boilers of Sugar, and Overfeers,

were chiefly fubjed: to it ; the firft (who are generally of the poorer

Sort), from immoderately drinking new hot Rum ; the fecond and third,

from taking Cold, after f\veating in hot Boiling-houfe?, and drinking very

ftrong Punch, or almoft as ftrong (2) Cowow, or (3) Mobby.

This Diftemper is likewife faid to arife from Grief and Trouble of

Mind ; and fometimes it hath been thought to be epidemical.

The Belly- After it hath for fome Days afflided the Patient with intolerable Pains
3cll its ^

Symptoms, m the Belly, Coftivenefs, with voiding little Urine, and that like Mum,
the Breath ftinking very oflFenflvely, the Pains are frequently tranflated to

the Limb s, attended fometimes with an intolerable Pricking and Burning

in the Feet ; at other times, great Pains in the Stomach arife ; and then the

Patient hath Epileptic Fits, which often reHeve the Pains, but weaken
and impair the Ufe of the Limbs.

When the Difeafe becomes inveterate, the Patients grow hoarfe, and

lofe their Voice, coveting Anodynes, and ftrong Drink, to that Degree,

that the common Rum is much too weak ; and they drink even Hungary
Water, or put red Pepper into Rum, to augment its Heat. When they

lofe the Ufe of their Limbs, they commonly have profufe Sweats.

M^thodor
'^^^ Method of Cure formerly was to purge the Patients both with

Cure. Cathartics and Clyfters : From this Practice the unhappy Creatures were

fubj e6l to lofe the Ufe of their Limbs.

However, this prevailed until about the Year 1700. or fomewhat be-

fore, when the Phyflcians began to make ufe of Anodynes with better

Succefs ; . which hath been their Way of proceeding ever flnce.

The prefent Their prefcut Method of Cure is univerfally followed, being both fafe

Cure!°^ ^i^d cafy, and the Patients run no Danger ot either Life or Limbs ; For,

as foon as Dr. Warren found, that it was a convulfive Conftridtion,

chiefly in the Ilion, he judged that Purges and fharp Clyfters muft

be attended with bad Succefs, and Emetics, at leaft, ufelefs, if not

^"^'sTie
5 from whence he concluded, that Anodynes mixed with Anti-

thod of hyfterics would be the likeHeft Means of Relief : He therefore purfued

that Method, as necefiary to be followed, for a few Days, till the

Pains of the Belly intirely ceafed for the Space of Twenty-four Hours

:

Then he concluded, that the Ipafmodic Conftridlions were over ; at which

time he ordered fome emollient Clyfter, and then gave a gentle Purge

of fome of the bitter Pills, which generally perfected the Cure, only taking

fome Anodyne for a few Nights fucceftively afterwards.

The bitter Pills are thought propereft, becaufe the Bile in this Diftem-

per flievvs itfeU to be deficient in its due Secretion, or its Quality.

There

(2) A Drink made with the Scummings of the boiled CaneJuice, mixed with Water, and fermented ; and
tlien drank.

(3) Mobby is a Drink made with pounded Potatoes, and Water fermented with Sugar or Molafles,
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There are other Kinds of Colics, which often afflict the Inhabitants
;

hkewife the Yellow- Jaundice, and Hyfteric Diforders : But as thcfc are

not peculiar to this Climate alone, it cannot be expcded, that I fhould enter

fo far into the Province of the Phyfician, as to treat medicinally ol them.

As Diarrhoeas, however, and Dyfenteries, make no fmall Havock
among the poorer Inhabitants of tlie IHand ; and as the Caufe and Me-
thod of Cure, in fome meafure, differ from the fame Diftemper in North-

ern Climates, being partly conftitutional
;

they deferve to be mentioned.:

Nor can this be better done, than in the Words of Dr. T(m:?ie.

Fluxes are very common in xh^ If^eft- Indies^ but more efpecially in Fluxes very

rainy Seafons ; and may be imputed chiefly to the Negligence of thofe rainySea-

"

who either too unwarily or unavoidably expofe themfelves to the Injuries

of the wet Weather
;
by which means Perfpiration being interrupted, the

thin Part of the Blood, which fhould have been exhaled through the Pores

of the Skin, is thrown upon the Bowels, and thence difcharged in Icofe

Stools. This plainly appears from the great Number of Negroes, and the

poorer Sort of White People, who in thefe Seafons are much more afflided

with this Diftemper, than fuch whofe Condudl of Life does not fubjedl

them to the like Inconveniencies.

Befides catching Cold, there are other antecedent Caufes of a Diarrhoea;

the principal of which are, " An immoderate Ufe of crude fugacious Fruits,

" unwholfome Food, and Meats of difficult Digeftion ; all which, by ftimu-

" lating the Guts, will likewife occafion a Diarrhoea.

" When thefe laft-mentioned Caufes occur, with a damp rainy Seafon,

the Bowels will not only be loaded with the thin Juices, which ought
" to pafs off by Perfpiration, but they will alfo^ by reafon of the Stimulus
" lodged in them, be continually folicited to expel their Contents more

frequently, and of a thinner Confidence, than ufual. A diminifhing

" Perfpiration will likewife contribute towards inlarging the Orifices of the
" Hepatic and Pancreatic Dud:s j and, on this Account, the Secretions of

their refpedive juices will be more plentifully made into the Inteftines:

" And hence we have an additional Caufe of Loofenefs."

Thefe Circumftances, I think, are fufficient to account for every Spe-

cies of the Diarrhoea
;

and, when we are once fully afcertained of the

Caufe, we need not be much at a Lofs what Method of Cure ought to

be purfued in each Species.

Fluxes have been here very often neglected in the Beginning, from an

Opinion, that they are falubrious, and of Service to the Conftitution, by

affording an Outlet to fome offending Matter, which, if retained, would

have proved prejudicial.

This Remark may in fome Cafes be very true ; but it is not to be con-

fided in without great Caution in the IVeJ}-Indies, where a fimple Flux

frequently rifes up into an obftinate Dyfentery in Three or Four Days
;

and, when the Diarrhoea is fuffered to continue any time, it too commonly
terminates
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terminates in a Leucophlematia, or Dropfy ; to which Difeafes People

in thefe Parts of the World are exceedingly difpofed.

But as a Diarrhoea is fometimes truly critical, and contributes a great

deal towards the Cure of other Diftempers, fuch a Diarrhoea ought by no

means to be flopped, fo long as the Strength of the Patient can fupport

him under it.

The Matter of a Diarrhoea in thefe Parts is frequently fo fharp and cor-

rofive, as not only to carry off the mucous Subftance of the Inteftines,

but alfo in a few Days to abrade and tear away their villous Coat, and

excoriate the Mouths of the Blood-velTels. The ftimulating Matter ftill

remaining, the Flux is continued ; and, the Orifices of the Blood-vefTels

being opened at the fame time, the Flux mufl unavoidably become a

Bloody one.

Likewife fultry Weather, and hot fpirituous Liquors, as well as acrid

pungent Food, are capable of producing a Diarrhoea ; and as they greatly

rarefy the Blood, this Rarefadion, fuperadded to the Loofenefs, gives us

a fatisfa61:ory Idea of their being the Caufe of a Dyfentery.

This is confirmed, by obferving how much this Difeafe rages among
the White Servants, as well as Negroes, in our Plantations ; which fort of

People are much addided to debauch in Spirits, and Punch made exceed-

ingly flrong with new Rum, very acid with the Juice of Limes, fermented

with coarfe Sugar.

The almofl: unanimous Confent of Phyficians, as well as Proofs drawn
from Pradice, have fo fully demonflrated the Benefit received from
Blood-letting, that it is fufHcient only to mention it, to remind Pradi-

tioners of the Neceflity there is not to omit it in the Beginning of a

Dyfentery.

The Indian Root, or (4) Ipecacuanha, hath juflly eflablifhcd its Repu-
tation in the Cure of this Diflemper, both in thofe Parts of the World
from whence it was originally brought, where Fluxes are (5) endemic,

and in all other Places where it hath been ufed on thofe Occafions.

But perhaps the Reafon why it is found to be fuperior to the reft of

the Emetic Tribe, was not at all confidered before the learned and judi-

cious Dr. Fi'eind (6 )
gave us an Infight into that Matter, unlefs we except

one PafTage in Pijh (7).

If the Ipecacuanha does not only exert its emetic Faculty, but like-

wife paffeth through the Bowels in fuch manner as to promote a Stool or

two,

(4) Si quando evacuationibus locus, radicem vomitivam Ipecacuanha, exquifitiflTimum naturx munus,
caeteris remediis prsferre conducit. Pifo^ p. 39.

(5) Affedlus dyfentericus nimirum his terris eft familiaris, ita ut perpetuo nobis fporadica, & popularis.

Pifo ibid.

(6) Radix Ipecacuanha praster vim vomitoriam, quam obtinet, uberrimum fudorem excitare folet. Arq; in
hoc, quantum ego conjedura afTequi pofTum, praecipue confiftit egregia ilia in dyfentericis afFeclibus virtus,
quam libi prae aliis vomendi inftrumentis vendicat. Freind Comment, de Feb. p. 40.

(7) radicem Ipecacuanha confugiendum, tanquam ad facram ancoram, qua nullum prsftantius aut
tutius, tum in hoc, turn m plerifq; aliis, cum vel fine fanguine, fluxibus compefcendis, natura excogita-
vitremedium. Quippe, praterquam quod tuto & efficaciter tenaciflTimos quofq; humores per ipfam ah um,
f^piflime autem per vomitum ejiciat, & a parte affedta derivet, vim quoq; aftridivam port le reliquit. Pifo.
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two, which often happens, it will be fufficient that Night to give the

Patient a Bolus made with Rhubarb and Diafcordium ; but if the Phyfician

obferves no fuch Effed: from the Vomit, then he generally gives half a

Dram of Rhubarb in any convenient Vehicle, in order to carry oft any

Remains of the ftimulating Matter which may adhere to the Guts ; for

many are the Occafions which confirm the ill Confequenccs of giving

aftringent Medicines in the Infancy of this Difeafe, when the Flux of

Blood hath not been immoderate.

After the Bowels have been prepared in this manner, the Phyficians

have recourfe to Balfamics, Agglutinants, Aftringents, and Opiates, which

muft be contrived in proportion to the Neceflity of the Patient, the Vio-

lence of the Flux, and the Length of its Duration.

If the Sick be much debilitated by the Continuance of the Diftemper,

and the great Eftiifion of Blood, a Cordial Draught is generally allowed

him to fupport and invigorate the languid Spirits, fuch as Claret, or

Madera Wine, burnt with Spices, or ftrong Cinnamon-Water, diluted

with the white Decodion.

The Food in this Cafe muft be cooling, mucilaginous, and aftringent.

Panada, made with Cafada Bread, is with very good Reafon commended
by Pj/c*, who advifeth it not only as a cooling healing Diet, but as an ufe-

ful Ingredient in the Compofttion of Clyfters.

The fame Author recommends the Jelly of white and red Guavas,

Granadilla, Hog-plumb, ^c. as proper Nouriftiment. Thefe are men-
tioned, becaufe they are always at hand in Barbados.

Unripe Plantains and Bananaes, roafted, are alfo proper for thefe Pa-

tients ; but, above all, a Milk Diet.

This Iftand is likewife fubjedl to a very malignant Fever (though Ij

believe in common with other Countries between the Tropics) now called

the Yellow Fever.

Dr. IVarren^ in his ingenious Treatife upon this Diftemper, concludes

it to be a Species of the Plague, and that the Infedion was unhappily

brought X.O Martinico in Bales of Goods from Marfeilles in the Year 1721.

though others, who have reftded much longer in the Iftand, are of a

different Opinion, efpecially Dr. Gamble^ who remembers that it was

very fatal here in the Year 1691. and that it was then called the New
Diftemper, and afterwards KeitdaT s Fever, the Peftilential Fever, and

the Bilious Fever.

The fame Symptoms did not always appear in all Patients, nor alike

in every Year when it viftted us.

It is moft commonly rife and fatal in May^ yu?jey Julyy and Augnjl ;

and then moftly among Strangers, though a great many of the Inhabit-

ants, in the Year 1696, died of it, and a great many at different Periods

fince.

L The
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ofTeTe-
The Patient is commonly feized with a fhivering Fit, as in an Ague,

ver. which lafts an Hour or two, more or lefs ; and the Danger is gueffed at,

according to the Se\'erity and Continuance of the Ague.

After the fliivering Fit, a violent Fever comes on, with excelTive Pains

in the Head, Back, and Limbs, Lofs of Strength and Spirits, with great

Dejed:lon of Mind, infatiable Thirft and Reftlefnefs, and fometimes too

with a Vomiting, attended with Pains in the Head, the Eyes being red,

and that Rednefs in a few Days turning to a Yeilownefs.

If the Patient turns yellow foon, he hath fcarce a Chance for Life
;

and the fooner he does fo, the worfe.

The Pain in the Head is often very great, v/hen firfl: feized with this

Fever.

After fome Days are paft, this Pain abates, as well as the Fever ; and
the Patient falls into a breathing Sweat, and a temperate Heat, fo that

he appears to be better
;

but, on a narrow View, a Yeilownefs appears in

his Eyes and Skin, and he is vifibly worfe.

neflappSr-
About this Time he fometimes fpits Blood, and that by Mouthfuls

;

ing in the as this coutinucs, he grows cold, and his Pulfe abates, till at lafi: it is quite

Symptomf'^ gone ; and the Patient becomes almoft as cold as a Stone, and continues

in that State with a compofed fedate Mind.

In this Condition he may perhaps live Twelve Hours without any fen-

fible Pulfe or Heat, and then expire.

Such were the Symptoms and Progrefs of this Fever in theYear 171 5.

Sometimes likewife the Patients burft out with bleeding at the AnuSy
and foon after die ; and fometimes likewife at the Nofe, by which means
they have been relieved ; but when the Blood ifTues from thence but in

few Drops, it is a bad Prognoftic, and is generally the Harbinger of
Death.

nire of the
mofl of thcfc Cafcs, the Patients are generally hot and dry ; the

Blood. Blood taken from them very red, and fcarce will coagulate \ the Grume
fwimming upon the Surface of the Serum in a thin Leaf, having fcarce

any Conliftence.

The Patients have likewife often intolerable Pains in and about the

Stomach : Sometimes with thofe Pains they fhall have a Livor, and the

plain Marks of a Sphacelus fhall poffefs the greateft Part of the Abdo-
men before they die, particularly the Region of the Stomach and Liver.

It often alfo happens, that the fick Perfon fhall lie almoft ftupid
;
and,

being asked how he does, fay. He is very well ; at other times he labours

under the greateft Agonies, and Fits of Groanings.

A loofe Tooth being drawn from a Perfon who had the Fever very

feverely, there iftued out from the Hole a great Quantity of black ftink-

ing Blood, which ftill kept oozing till the third Day, on which the Patient

died in great Agonies and Convulftons.

After Death the Corps of fuch appear livid in fome Parts or other

;

or elfe marked with peftilential Spots, Carbuncles, or Buboes.

I am
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I am ot Opinion, that the Blood is from the Beginning full of putrid

AlcaHne Salts.

If this be the Cafe, I leave it (with Siibmifiion) to the Learned in

Phyfic to conjQder, whether diluting Aeids would not be of great Ser-

vice (efpecially in the Beginning of this Diforder) to raife a Conflidl, by

their mingling with the Alcaline Salts
;
by which means a Stagnation in

the Fluids would be, in a great meafure, prevented, imtil Nature, with

other feafonable AlTiflances, might have time to try her Efforts, and fo

recover at laft.

Without this, or fome Help like this, from the Phyficiaa the Patient

often dies in three Days time.

Such are the Symptoms, Progrefs, and Conclufion of this malignant

Diftemper : And though Dr. Warreii^ in his learned Treatife, is of Opi-

nion, that it can be cured by Diaphoretics and Sudorifics
\

yet, as this

Difeafe appears in fo many various Shapes, thefe have very olten failed.

The next Difeafe worthy our Notice is the Small-pox ; for we are fel- '^'^'s

dom free from it in fome Part of the Ifland or other : However, Unce frcm the

Inoculation hath been introduced among us, our Lofs by that Diftemper Smaii-pox.

hath hitherto been very fmall.

It hath been obferved, that this Diftemper proves, in general, very fatal

to fuch of the Inhabitants of the Wejl-lndks as receive the Infection in

Englajid, or in any other Northern Climate, efpecially if they are taken

ill foon after their Arrival at it.

This, I believe, will not be difficult to be accounted for, when we This Dif-

conlider, that the Inhabitants of warm Climates do almoft continually offfatal

ftrongly perfpire, by which means their Pores are more relaxed and
J^^'''''"

dilated ; and confequently, if this Infe(5tion (as furely it may) can be com- taken ill in

municated by the Pores, the more open thefe are, the more capable they ^^fg^'*'

•

are of receiving a deeper Degree of Infedion, than thofe Perfons, who
every Winter have their external Veftels comprefted and contracted by

the cold Air.

However, we are not from hence to conclude, that the Pores of fuch

are never to be reconciled to cold Climates ; for thofe of the Skin, as well

as the Juices of the Body, will in time become adapted to the different

CHmates we are in.

It is remarkable, that the Chicken-pox vifits this Ifland at fet periodi-Thc Mea-

cal Times ; for it hath been obferved by Dr. Gamble^ a very old and d[ca? Dif-°"

ingenious Phyfician, as well as a Perfon of undoubted Veracity, that^^'"?^''-

the following were its periodical Returns within his Obfervation ; viz, in

the Year 1692-:^. 171 1. 1728. 1746-7. which is at the Diftance of

about Eighteen Years.

The Leprofy is another Diftemper, which fome unhappv Perfons areThcLcpro-

aftlided with ; nor is it lefs furpriling to Strangers, than a Concern to the
'

moft thinking Part of the Inhabitants, that public Care hath not been

taken to keep the Clean from the Unclean.

Amons:
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The Lepro-

fy propagat-

ed chiefly in

the Male
Line.

Its Sym-
ptoms.

The Ele-

phantiafis.

Its Sym-
ptoms.

Among the 'Jews^ the Law concerning Leprofy was fo ftridly obfervedj

that they depofed Uzziah, tho' a Prince, and thruft him out of the Tem-
ple, and confined him to a feparate Apartment during Life.

We cannot trace this Diftemper up to its Origin, as far as it relates to

the Wcft-India Iflands ; but its firft Appearance here was about Sixty-

Years ago. It hath fpread very much within thefe Twenty Years, and

more lately among White Inhabitants, as well as Black. Children have

been often feized with it, without any known Caufe, either in themfelves,

or their Parents : However, it is, in general, thought to be hereditary, at

leaf!:, in the Male Line ; which the following Inftance will, in fome mea-

fure, evince.

A certain Negro Woman, in St. yames's Parifh, cohabiting with a

leprous Negro Man, had Two Children by him, both leprous, though fhe

herfelf did not receive the Infedion. After fome Years fhe turned him

off, and cohabited with another Black, who was free from this Diforder
;

by him likewife fhe had Children, but neither of them in the leafl infed-

ed with the Leprofy. After a Quarrel with this laft pretended Husband,

fhe returned to her former leprous Husband, and had this Second time

by him feveral Children
;
who, as they grew up, proved leprous alfo, tho'

fhe herfelf received not the Infeclion this time.

From hence we may perhaps learn to know how emphatically, and

with what great Propriety of Expreflion, the infpired Prophet paffed Sen-

tence upon Gebazi, faying, 77)6 Leprojy of Naaman the Syrian JJmU cleave

m thee^ a?td thy Seed for ever.

The firft Symptom of this loathfome Difeafe, in this Part of the World,

is a permanent Swelling on the Tips of the Ears, and the Falling off of

the Hairs of the Eye-brows ; then the Face appears unduous, fhining,

and full of protuberant fuperficial Spots of a brown Copper Colour ; the

Lips and Nofe generally much fwelled, the Fingers and Toes diftorted,

and at laft ulcerated ; the Infedion creeping from Joint to Joint, till it

hath corroded all the Fingers and Toes. Thefe Ulcers never kindly di-

geft ;
however, there ilfues from them a thin corroding Ichor.

Many are the miferable Objeds, that are daily feen afflicted with, and

labouring under, this great Misfortune.

The Elephantiafis is likewife a Difeafe very common among the Blacks,

and hitherto incurable.

The Seat of this Diftemper is the Legs and Feet It happens moft

commonly after long IllnelTes, efpecially fevere acute Fevers, or long In-

termittents, or other tedious Diftempers, or Surfeits, occafioned by too

violent Exercife.

In the Beginning the Patient appears cachedical and emaciated, and
foon after the vitiated Humours fubfide, generally in one Leg, fometimesin

both Legs and Feet : Thefe become tumefied, and the Veins diftended

with varicofe Swellings, which are very apparent, from the Knees to the

Extremities of the Toes ;
" then the Skin begins to grow rugged and

" unequal
;
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unequal ; its vafcular and glandulous Compagcs is inlargcd ; and a fcaly

" Subftance, with a fort of Chaps and Fiffurcs in the Intcrfticcs, appears

" upon its Surface. Thefe feeming Scales do not dry up and tail oft' ; but

are daily protruded forward, and ftretched in their Dimcnfions, till the

" Leg is inlarged to an enormous Bulk ; fo that in the Size, Shape, and
" all other external Appearance, it minutely reprefents the Leg of an
" Elephant, fsom whence the Difeafe receives its Denomination."

But, notwithftanding that this fcaly Coat appears to be hard, callous,

and infenfible
;
yet if it be touched ever fo fuperftcially with a Lancet, the

Blood will freely ouze out
;

and, if the Epidermis, which affords this

monftrous Appearance, be pared off to the Thicknefs of the Scarf-skin

in thofe Parts, an Infinity of Orifices of the Blood-veffels will prefent

themfelves to the Eye, when affifted with a Microfcope.

" Though the Limb continues to proceed to this inordinate Magnitude,
" yet the Appetite of the Negro remains good, his Digeftion ftrong, and
" his Secretions regular ; nor is he fenfible of any other Inconveniency,

" than the Burden of carrying fuch a Load of a Leg along with him."

In this Condition, feveral have been known to live Twenty Years, and

have performed chearfully all the Duties of their Servitude, which were

confiftent with fuch difproportionate Limbs.

Amputation of the difeafed Leg hath been performed many times, but

has always failed of a Cure ; for the Diftemper conftantly takes Poffef-

fion of the remaining Leg.

As for other cutaneous Diforders, we are not more afHidled with them The CwV;^

than Europea7'is^ unlefs fuch as are occafioned by the Guiney Worms and

Ciegoes, called here Chiggers,

1 he former are feldom or never known among the White Inhabitants

;

nor often among our native Slaves ; but chiefly among new Negroes

brought hither from the Coafts of Guiney.

Thefe Worms are generally bred in Ponds of ftagnant frefh Waters
;

and it is fuppofed, that they enter oftener in by the Pores of the Skin, than

by drinking the Water : For thofe who moft frequently bathe in fuch Ponds,

are ofteneft troubled with them. They are exceeding long, in refpedt to

their great Exility and Thinnefs ; and are eafily obferved, when fome of

that Water is mingled in a Glafs with fome other more tranfparent Water.

The firfl; Day or two they cannot be clearly feen, being as pellucid as

the Water itfelf ; but foon afterwards they grow fo opaque as to be dif-

cernible, even by the naked Eye.

Dr. Gamble had one of thefe, which meafured an Ell long • it exa<fllyTheirShjps

refembled a waxed white Thread.

They m.ove very quick under the Skin, along xhcMemb?'ana adipofa ; and

what is one Day feen in the Breaft, or Belly, fhall often, in a Day or two,

be found in a diftant Part of the Body, perhaps the Thigh, the Leg, or

under the Ham.
M However,
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However, thefe are eafily cured, by a Method fometime fince found

out.

The Me- Take, for Example, one Ounce of Garlick, one of Black Pepper, pul-

ftJoying^^' verized, arid one Ounce of the Flour of Brimftone ; mix thefe well to-

them. gether in a Quart of Rum ; and for three or four Mornings fuccefUvely

gi\^e a Wine-Glafsful of this Infufion to the Perfon afflided ; and if he

hath a Thoufand about him, each will contrad itfelf in a Coil, and die,

and then fall off in the Form of a Boil from the Surface of the Skin.

As to Ciegoes, they will appear to the naked Eye like a fmall Flea :

Thefe are the continual Companions of Filth and Lazinefs, troublefome

chiefly to Negroes, and particularly to fuch new Negroes as are brought

hither from Gumey^ whofe Defpondency, and carelefs Regard for Life,

from the Uncertainty, or rather Certainty of what they are to undergo,

makes Life, at that Juncture, irkfome to them ; though a few Years Ex-
perience convinces them, that if there can be a Degree of Happinefs

without Liberty, they enjoy a more certain Tenure, and a better Condi-

tion of Life, here, than in their native Africa.
Ciegoes This little Animal, vexatioufly teazing, unlefs foon eradicated, generally

covered, faftcns and fettles on the Toes, or fome Part of the Feet. It is firfl; dif-

covered by a moderate Itching in the Part affedled, afterwards with a

throbbing itching Pain ; and if not foon carefully picked out with a Pin

or Needle, it will, in time, burrow or neftle one Eighth of an Inch into

the Flefh, and there lay innumerable Quantities of Nits or Eggs, which,

when hatched, become equally voracious, and eat the Feet into fo many
little Cells, like Honeycombs.

It is not likewife uncommon for thefe little Vermin to get into the

Feet of People of the bell Condition ; but as they are foon taken out by

their Slaves, it feldom proves to be of bad Confequence : Tho' Strangers,

not being fenfible what occaiions the Itching, will fometimes let them
remain, till they become very (8) troublefome, and perhaps require the

Hand of the Surgeon.

Likewife the Body-Yaws, and the Running-Yaws, fo common here,

are Diforders unknown in Northern Climates.

The Body- The Body-Yaws appear in many protuberant flefhy Knobs, every way
as large as a fmall Thimble, embofting the Face, Breads, Arms, and
other Parts of the Body. Thefe, in time, by the Ufe of Simples, here-

after to be mentioned, dry and fall off.

The Running, or the Wet, Yaws affed chiefly the joints, efpecially

the Knees or Elbows, from whence continually diftils a fanious Humour.
This Difl:emper is thought to be tranfmitted in an hereditary Way from

Parents, who have had the Venereal Difeafe, to their unhappy Children.

It is obfervable, that no fmall Care, Skill, and Time, are requifite to

cure it.

O F

(8) Cajiile Soap and Lamp-Oil, boiled to a Confiftency, and applied hot to the Feet, is one of the beft
Methods of deflroying the Ciegoes.
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T being unneceffary to inquire into the conftituent Parts of

Water in general, in a Treatife of this kind, I fhall proceed

to confider only the Nature and Qualities of that which

we are furniflied with in this Ifland, from Springs, Rivers,

Wells, and Ponds.

The moft remarkable Springs of Water are the following : Coles Cave

Spring, Mr. ColUton%^ Mr. EJiwick\^ Mr. Brathwait\^ the Reverend Mr.

Fojiers^ Mr. TVhitakers^ Pory Spring, and that at CodringWi s College.

The fpecific Gravity of Fifteen cubical Inches of thefe refpeclive Wa- 'The fpecific

ters, as well as compared together with that of the moft remarkable 5 "JJ2;°

Spaws, is inferted in the annexed Table. Water,com.
•T '

^
pared with

As Coles Cave Water hath been generally efteemed (tho' not fo in Fa6l/ome re-

the beft Water in the Ifland, I have been very careful in the Examination ^a'^vs.^'^

of it. The Spring which iflues fo plentifully from the Side of the Cave,

affords very tranfparent Water, having fomething of a ftyptic Quality
\

and it hath been obferved, that bathing in it is of great Service in cuta-

neous Diforders.

Among the above-mentioned Springs, that in the Eftate of the Reve-

rend Mr. Fojler^ called Belly-ach Hole^ affords excellent Water. This

Spring riftng, as moft of the reft do, out of the Side of an Hill ficing the

Eaft, hath a fine marly Bottom, mixed with Sand : The Water is very

light, foft, and pure. There
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There is likewifc on the fame Eftate, near the Manfion-houfe, another

Spring, whofe Water is heavier, and fomevvhat purgative.

Pory Spring, in St, Tho?nas^s Parifh, and another at Mr. EJIwick'sy in

6*/. Johns, as well as Mr. JVhitakers Spring, in Sl Michael's Parifh, af-

ford good light Water : The latter, by its Vicinity to the Sea, is of great

Service to fupply the Navy, as well as other Veflels, in the adjacent Bay.
The chief The chief Rivers are St, 'Jofeph\ River, another running through the

theiHand. Parifh of St. Andrew's,^ a Third taking its Rife from Mr. Brathwait\

Spring, and the Fourth near Codrington s College,

All the above-mentioned Streams, with fome others of lefler Note, on
this Side of the Ifland, fall into the Sea to the Eaftward.

Ponds
^"'^ Springs and Rivers of imy Note being thus taken briefly notice of

;

let us now proceed to confider our other Supplies, our Wells and Ponds.

The former are dug with great Expence through, generally, a foft marly

Rock, intermixt fometimes with Veins of an harder Nature. Thefe

Wells are commonly in Depth from Fifteen to Fifty (9) Fathoms, and
their refpe^live Water (efpecially if the lower Strata^ from whence it

gufhes, be Clay, Gravel, or Rock) is preferable, as to its Purity, to

River-Water, the latter having generally feveral Impurities blown into it

by the Wind, as well as contraded from the different Soils it pafles

through, whereas the Well-Waters are very limpid and hght.

"^Ix. Osborne'% Among the Waters of many of thefe that I have examined, that

pJLtd^tr'^^om Mr. Oshorne\, in St, Peters Parifh, excels every other, whether of
excel all Wclls, Springs, Rivers, or Ponds, in this Ifland. It is lighter by one

Grain, in fo fmall a Quantity as Sixteen cubical Inches, than the pure

German Spaw Water. The Depth of this Well is not above Fifteen

Fathoms, thro' a fomewhat foft rocky Stratum^ terminating in an hard firm

Rock ; An Hole being made in this, the Water gufhes out from beneath

;

and the fame being again flopped with a Plug, and the remaining Water
drawn out, the Bottom of the Well may be, and often is, clean wafhed ;

and then the Water is permitted to gufh out afrefh.

I am of Opinion, that the Purity of this Water, above all other in the

Ifland, is owing partly to the Situation of the Place : For, as the Well is

dug thro' feveral rocky Strata^ beginning in fo very high Ground, that its

Bottom is higher than the adjacent Plain
;
confequently it can receive no

other Supply but Rain-Water, which (Snow-Water excepted) is the mofl:

fimple of all others. And when this gradually penetrates thro' many
thick Laminae of porous Rocks, by this natural Diftillation, as it runs, it

refines ; that which is pureft pervading the clofeft Strata by the Minutenefs

of its Parts, whilfl the groffer Particles, being arrefted in their PafTage,

fubfide, and cleave to the Rocks.

Another

(9) It is not always that they come to Water, tho' they dig a great Depth. An Inftance of this I have
obferved in the Eftate of Tsbias Frere^ Efq; in the Parifh of Chriji -Church where, after digging Thirty-

five Fathoms, they found httle or no Water.
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Another Reafon why Spring-Waters, at their Fountain-Heads, as well

as Wells, are purer (efpecially in hot Climates) than the Waters of Rivers

or Ponds, is, becaufc the latter, whether in its current Stream, or in Re-
fervoirs, is expofed to the Heat of the Sun, whofe exhaling Power is here

fo great, that it raifes up the lighteft and fimpleft, that is, the befl; Parts of

it in Vapours, leaving the Remainder lefs pure.

What is here called Pond-Water, is Rain-Water fettled in artificial or

natural Balms, which, in a Country fo fparingly furnifhed with Springs,

or Rivers, are of great Service to Man and Beaft.

Thefe Refervoirs are generally dug near a Defccnt, that they may be

fupplied with Water as often as it rains, which it generally does in greater

Quantity, in the Months of yune^ 'J^ht Aiigtijl ; but tho' we call

this Time of the Year the Rainy Seafon, yet the periodical Return of wet

Weather in thofe Months is not near fo certain here, as it is in fome Parts

of Africa. The Rains likewife in thofe hot Months, when they are moll:

wanted to cool the Atmofphere, fall at fuch times, by reafon of the

Rarefadion of the Air, in very large Drops, like thofe fudden Summer
Showers in England. We find the above-mentioned Conveniencies of

Refervoirs made ufe of in Palefiine^ as early as the Patriarchal Age.

The Inhabitants of St-. Andrew s-^ and fome Part of St. yofepJjs Parifh, Pon^^s or

are plentifully fupplied with frefh Water, by digging Holes in the Sand, in ufe

from Ten Inches to Three Feet deep : Thefe are almoft inftantaneoufly
^^^^t?^

filled with frefh Water percolated thro' the Sand.

Some Parts of Barbary are in the like manner fupplied : And Cafar^

being befieged in Alexandria, whtn the Enemy, by turning the Sea-Water

into his Springs, rendered them ufelefs, faved himfelf, and his Army, by

digging fuch Pits or Holes in the Sand, from whence he had a conftant

Supply of frefh Water.

Tho' thefe and fuch Supplies of Water proceed partly from the Sea
;

yet I am of Opinion, that the above-mentioned Supply, in this Ifland, is

greatly, if not chiefly, owing to the Rain-Water that defcends from the ad-

jacent Hills, and then fettles in the Sand. This is evident from the greater

Plenty that is to be found, and that nearer the Surface, after great Rains :

Its Purity likewife may, in fome meafure, be owing to the Place where it

is found ; for Sand hath a great deal lefs of Matter capable of Solution in

it than Earth.

As any artificial Refervoir of Water is often, in Scripture, called a

Well, when the Station of the Ifraelites, in their Way to Canaan, was

upon the Borders of the Red Sea, the Waters there mentioned to be in

fuch Plenty, that the Princes digged a Well with their Staves, muft pro-

bably (fince they digged with thefe Inftruments) be in fuch a fandy

Situation as the above-mentioned \ otherwife Staves would not, in Places

lefs foft and porous, be proper to dig Holes fufficient for that Purpofe.

The digging thefe, or almoft any other Bafin, for the fame Ufe in any

other kind of Soil, muft, in all Probability, be attended with Art, and

N great
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great Labour, fince we find, that it caufed a Contention between Abra-

ha?n and Abt7nelech,

Many, I believe, are the Places in the Old Tejiament, where, with great

Submiflion to our learned Commentators, from their Want of fufficiently

confidering the Situation of Paleftine^ the Nature of the Climate, and its

Produdlions, the real Meaning of feveral Texts is either very imper-

fedtly or often not at all, underftood.

Of all the Waters we have treated of, that of Mr. Osborm\ Well, as I

before obferved, is the lighteft and beft \ and it hath been proved of great

Service in Nephritic Cafes.

The Water of Belly-ach Hole, in the Eftate of the Reverend Mr.

Fojler, is next in Goodnefs, being a foft limpid Water.

Each of thefe, by their great Lightnefs and Purity, enter the fineft

Veffels, where they diffolve, and wafh away, the ftagnant Humours, take

off the Sharpnefs of the Juices, and break the Coagulations and Acidity

of the Blood.

Pure Water likewife dilutes, prepares, and corredls the crude and ill-

concoded Juices, diffolves their Salts, and blunts their Force : And
as the Decay of human Nature is owing to Obftrudions ; and Wrinkles,

old Age, and even the Diffolution of the human Frame, are, in general,

chiefly owing to the Want of fuflicient Motion in the Fluids ; it is highly

probable, that Water (how little foever efteemed by the Generality of

Mankind) more excellently divides the Blood and Juices, than any other

Liquid whatfoever ; and therefore is of the greateft Service to preferve

Health and Life.

Whoever would be curious enough to inquire into its various eflica-

cious Excellencies, either in Scorbutic, or Hypochondriacal Difeafes, and

even in inflammatory Fevers, may confult the ingenious Dr. Hoffmann
and Dr. Shaw\ Experiments upon different kinds of Water.

wTter!^
After the ftridefl: Liquiry, I found in the whole Ifland butTwo Springs,

that had any Appearance of a Mineral Principle ; the one in the Eflate

of Mr. Richard Richards, in the Parifli of St. Andrew's ; the other at

Mr. Perry % Eflate, in St. JofefEs Parifh : The former turns of a faint

Purple with the Powder of Galls ; the latter inftantly of a deep Purple
;

and, like the Pyrmont, refumes its fljfl: Colour, upon dropping into it a

few Drops of the Spirit of Vitriol. The Difcovery of this Water may,

and I hope will, be of great Service in all Cafes where Chalybeats are

required.
i^quaticAni- J concludc mv Obfcrvatious upon thefe Heads with a curfory
nislculcs. ^ ^ '

Defcription of the feveral aquatic Animalcules, which I have obferved,

more or lefs, to inhabit every Refervoir of Water, efpecially Ponds.

The Sides of thefe are often covered with a orreenifli Incruftation in

Appearance, as if there were many coarfe Grains of Sand cemented to

their ftony or rocky Sides : Thefe, even to the naked Eye, upon a narrow

Infpe6lion, leem to be alive ; and the Quantity of a Pin's Head being

diluted



Book II. IJland of BARBADOS.
diluted in Water, and viewed through a Microfcope, there appear about

Eight or Nine Httle Animals, moving, or rather darting from Place to

Place, with a very quick irregular Motion : Their whole Bodies are pel-

lucid, and look in the Water like fo many Drops of Quickfilver, their

Legs being Four of a Side, moving with great Rapidity.

What is called a Water-Bug, is about an Inch long, and Three-quarters

broad : This is to be found in mioft Ponds in the Ifland ; but feldom or

never in Well-Water. The Origin of this Bug is a Pond-Worm of about

an Inch and a Quarter long, the Body jointed, and the Head guarded with

a Forceps : The whole Worm, as moft Aquatics are, is of the Shrimp-

kind. This, a little before its Transformation, inwraps itfelf in an hol-

low Lump of Clay in the Bottom of the Pond ; Some time afterv/ards it

cafts off both its Shape and£Ar//f/>, and becomes a Bug : In this lafl Stage,

by the Armour upon its Back, and the Fins it paddles with in fwim-

ming, and its frequent Recourfe to the Surface for Air, it fomewhat

refembles a Tortoife in Miniature.

The Water of a great many of thefe Ponds, at different Times of the

Year, efpecially in a dry Seafon, when the Water is low, and the

Weather fomewhat calm, throws up a greenifli Scum to the Surface :

This is fo ftrong a Poifon, that, if fwallowed with the Water by Poul-

try, fuch as Turkies, or even by Black Cattle, they in half an Hour's

time expire.

Having examined this Scum with a Microfcope, on the fame Day that

a Two-years old Bull had been poifoned by drinking in the fame Pond,

I obferved, that a Drop of it contained feveral very compact Fafces^ or

fmall Fagot-Uke Bundles ; the Extremities of their conftituent Parts be-

ing, in Appearance, fo many cryftallized Spkula.

I likewife difcovered, in the fame Drop of this Scum, w^hich was di-

luted in fair Water, feveral Annulets, each Link of the Chain being of

an orbicular Form, barely touching one another.

It is faid, that this Scum is at times full of fmall Animalcules : How-
ever, I cannot affirm this to be true from any Experience of my own.

A TABLE
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A TABLE of the ffecific Weight of Ffteen cubical htches of the Waters

of the principal Springs^ Wells^ &c. in the Jfland of Barbados, as "uoell as

the Weight of thefe^ compared with fome other Mineral Waters.

Weighed——Ounces. Drams. Grains.

fMr. Robert Osbcr?ie's Well-Water, in St. Peter s Parifh

Cole's Cave Water '

o
u
c

u
G
lU

The Spring at Codringtorfs College

Belly-ach Hole —
Pory Spring Water -'

Pond-Water
Pond-Water filtrated thro' a Water-ftone

<( Rain-Water, received from the Eaves, after long Rain—
P)'rwo«/-Water
.^^7)'-Water, by Percolation thro' the Sand —
A weak chalybeat Water, in the Eftate of Mr. Richard >

Richards )

The fame Quantity of Barbados Proof Rum weighed

Seven Ounces and an half, Two Drachms,Twelve Grains

and an half.

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

12

H

Hi
14

I recommend to the Inhabitants of the Sugar-Colonies this Method of

proving their Rum : Which would prevent the many Differences that arife

between the Planters and the Merchants
;

for, by this means, if this

general Standard were fixed in fome Office, recourfe might be had
to it, to determine any Difpute of this Nature.

The prefent Method of proving Rum in Barbados is liable to many
Inconveniencies ; for now the fame Rum that is not, in reality, faleable,

whilft in the Store-houfe, may, by being expofed to the Heat of the Sun,

as is often done, be made to appear far better than it really is ; and, by

this means, the unwary Purchafer is not only impofed upon, but the Cre-

dit of the Ifland, as to good Rum, is leifened in foreign Markets.

It is by fuch wife Regulations that the famaica Rum is every-where

preferred to ours : And, indeed, it is far preferable to our Market Rum ;

tho' not to be compared with the Cane-Juice-Spirit made in Barbados by

the Planters for their own Ufe, tho' feldom or never exported for Sale.

Of



O F

FOSSILS.

AVING in the Firft Book proved the Trade-Wind to be

coeval with the Deluge, as well as from the remaining Vefti-

gia upon the Surface of the Ifland, that the Courfe and Cur-
rent of both ran conjun6i:ly Weftward, our Variety of Sea-

Shells, and other Marine Spoils, dug up at different, though

fmall Depths, prove likewife that this Place hath undergone a Share of

that univerfal Shock, which Nature felt at the Deluge.

But as our Foffils are found here much nearer the Surface, than thofef'o^i's found

of the fame Kind, and fpecific Gravity, in more variable Northern Cli- near tSur-

mates, I fhall endeavour (tho' a thing hitherto unattempted) to account [^^g^-^^j.Qp-^"

for the different Degrees of Force of the Deluge in the Northern, and

thofe Southern Climates near the Equator : For, tho' the Face of the

whole Earth was covered with Water ;
yet it undeniably appears, from

the greater Number of Foflils dug out from among deeper Strata in the

former, than the latter, that the Difunion or Liquefaction of the Globe

muft be then greater and deeper in the Northern, than in thefe Southern

mild Climates.

This Difference I conceive to be occafioned, firft, by the fudden fh?

Shiftings of the Winds (a thing common in variable Climates), which, in Force of the

their Turns, muft needs diverfty determine and impel the Courfe of the {^(^^ between

Waters (perhaps during the Forty Days Continuance of the Deluge) to^^® Tropics,

all the cardinal Points.

Add to this the more rapid Rife and Fall of the Waters, in the Flux

and Reflux of the Tides, during that Inundation ; for, as the Pofition of

the Moon, with regard to the Earth, was not then changed, and as we
read of no Miracle to fufpend her Power, her Influence over the Ele-

O ment
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ment of Water muft (ceteris paribus) have the fame Effed as it hath

now • that is, in fome Northern Countries, the Attra(9:ion of the Moon,

upon the Surface of the Water, is fo great, that it rifes at high Tides,

efpecially at the Vernal and Autumnal Equinoxes, to Forty Feet ; whereas

in this and the adjacent Iflands, when the Moon defcribes its largefl: Cir-

cle, it never rifes above Four Feet, and about Five Inches : Therefore, as the

Force of Four is to Fort)^, fo much more ftrongly muft fuch Northern

Climates feel thefe Percuffions.

After repeated Searches into the Sides of broken Clifts, Caves, and

deep Wells, I never found any Veins of uncommon Earth, fuch as Terra

Lemnia^ or Bolus Armoitiacus^ or of any other worth mentioning, except

Three Veins of coarfe red Oaker, Two in St. Lucys Parifh, and One near

Codringtoiis College^ in St. yohris Parifh : This, where better Paint is

wanted, ferves tolerably well to daub over Wind-mill Vanes, or fuch

rough Work.
Green Tar As our mofl remarkable Foflils are of the Bituminous Kind, I fhall

nousSil. tegin with the green Tar.

This is an oily Bituminous Exudation, illuing from fome Hills in St*

j^ndre^'s and St. yofepJjs Parifhes, of a dirty Black, inclining to a Green.

The Method of procuring it is, to dig an Hole or Trench in, or very

near, the Place where it oufes out of the Earth : This by degrees fills

with Water, having a tliick Film, or Cream, of this liquid Bitumen fwim-

ming upon the Surface ; from whence it is skimmed off, and preferved in

earthf^n Jars, or other Veflels.

The moil convenient Seafon for gatherinor it is in the Months of

yanuary^ February^ and March.

It is of fo inflammable a Nature, that it ferves to burn in Lamps.
Its medici- As to its medicinal Qualities, it is chiefly made ufe of with great Suc-
naiQuaiities.^^^^

in paralytic and nervous Diforders, as well as in curing cutaneous

Eruptions. It is of fo penetrating a Nature, that when an Horfe,

that hath been dofed with it, begins to be warm upon his Journey, the

Rider will fmell the Tar very ftrongly,

This, and one of a blacker Colour, in St, yofepFs Parifh, are all the

liquid Sorts found in this Ifland.

Solid Bitu- There is Hkewife another Species of Bitumen, of a foHd Subftance,

"SbIms. called here MtrnjacL

This is dug out of Beds, or Strata., of Earth, at different Depths, in the

Sides of Hills in St.yohit s and St. Andrew's Parifhes ; and nearly anlwers

the Defcription of that Bitumen, which the Reverend Mr. Maundrel
found on the mountainous Sides of the Lacus Afphaltites^ or the Dead
Sea, where formerly ftood the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. This Sort,

in a great meafure, anfwers the Ufe of Coals.

?aJ^enw?itre
Where the liquid Kinds are thrown up out of the Earth, the Suiface of

Bitumens are the Ground is One continued Quagmire, bearing very little, if any Grafs

;

and
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and where the more foUd is dug out, if the Veins arc upon, or very near

the Surface, fcarce any Vegetable grows upon it.

If by Accident any of thefe Veins take Fire, they continue to burn a

long time, tho' in a dull flow manner : For, as the Veins are furroundcd

with Earth, this crumbles, and, falling into the Flame, ftifles it.

' There was an Inftance of this in St. 'John s Parifh, where a Slave roafl:-

ing Potatoes upon the Side of an Hill, a fmall Vein of Bitumen, lying very

near the Surface, took Fire, and continued flowly to burn, tho' fometimes

fcarce perceptibly, for above Five Years, without the Icaft Danger to the

Neighbourhood.

If the inquifitive Monf L^e Clerc had more narrowly inquired into the i^-^f <^^''s

Nature of Bituminous Foffils, and the Soils wherein they are always found, confuted,

he would not, in all ProbabiHty, have been fo tenacious of his favourite,

tho' ground lefs Opinion ; viz. That the Deflrudlion of Sodom and Go-

morrab was not fupernatural ; but that the Plain, upon which they flood,

was full of Bitumen, which, enkindled by Lightning, deftroyed the Cities

and Plains thereof.

Let us now examine this fine-fpun Conjedlure : If this Deftruclion was

caufed in this natural Way, the Suppofition will require as much a Miracle

to bring it about, as if he had fuffered Mofes\ Defcription to be true

:

For here muft be fuch Veins of Bitumen found, as will kindle in an Inflant*

and the Lightning muft be, as it were, as extenflve as the whole Plain
;

whereas the Bitumen, that is now in fmall Quantities found in the Sides of

the adjoining Hills (and, in all Probability, ever was found there, and not

in the Valley), is of a Coal-like Subftance, like that found in Barbados
;

and is far from being capable, in a natural Way, of cauflng fo quick

a DeftruAion : For if thefe Plains and Cities were by this natural

Means deftroyed, the Caufe muft be as extenflve as the Effect : And, as

thefe Plains were Seventy-four Miles long, and Eighteen broad, they muft

be wholly, or in fuch a Part, impregnated with this imflammable Matter,

as to be capable by its Quality, and fufficient by its Quantity, to caufe fo

general a Deftrudion : But that thefe Plains were not wholly, nor in fo

great a Part, fufiiciently ftored with fuch combuftible Ingredients, will

evidently appear, ifwe allow, as furely we muft, that Nature is as conflft-

ent in her Produdions of this kind, as flie is in other Minerals, Foflils,

and Vegetables.

Neither the Cedars of Lebanon^ nor the Mountain Oaks, are found in

any Climate growing in wet Marflies ; nor Reeds nor Ru flies upon the

Tops of dry Mountains.

This is an Obfervation as early as the Time of Job : Can the Rujh grew
without Mire

J
and the Flag without Water ?

Virgil likewife gives it in the following Lines :

Nec vero terra ferre omnes omnia pojfunt.

Fluminibusfaliees, crajpfq\ paludibus alni

Nafcuntur^ Jleriles faxojis fno?itibus orni. Littora
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Littora myrtetis latijjlma : dentq\ apertos

Bacchus a7nat colles j
Jlquilonem frigora taxi.

ViRG. G. II. I09«

Nor ev'ry Plant on ev*ry Soil will grow :

The Swallow loves the watry Ground, and low
;

The Marflies, Alders : Nature feems t' ordain

The rocky Clift for the wild Afh's Reign
;

The baleful Yeugh to Northern Blafts afligns

;

To Shores the Myrtles \ and to Mounts the Vines.

From hence we may learn, that there are Soils particularly adapted to

the different Kinds of Vegetables ; and confequently conclude, that Fof-

fils iikewife, Minerals, ^c. will not thrive in an improper Soil.

This leads us to confider the Situation of thefe Plains : And when we
find, that the Whole was an Inland Country, withoutTrade or Navigation,

but what the River 'Jorda7t afforded, we mufl: of courfe conclude, that

the Subfiftence of the numerous Inhabitants muft depend upon the Ferti-

lity of the Land, and not on foreign Supplies : Therefore, how confiftent

with that Prudence, which every Age of the World pofleffed, would it have

been to fettle in fo barren a Spot, not capable of producing the common
Neceffaries of Life ! Yet fo it muft have been, if the whole Plain was im-
pregnated with this Bitumen : Or, if we fuppofe, that there were only

Veins of it interfperfed through this fpacious Plain, how fierce and rapid

foever the enkindled Flames of thefe Veins might be ;
yet their deftrudive

Influence and Power would be confined almoft intirely within their own
proper Chanels ; fo that the reft of the Country would be in no Danger of

fo quick and fo general a Calamity, as befel it in this fuppofed natural

Way.
We might purfue this Argument farther (if any additional Proofs were

wanting) ; and obferve, that the prefent, and in all Probability, the former

Veins of Bitumen were found, not in the Plain (which was very juftly com-
pared with the Garden of the Lord for Fruitfulnefs), but in the Hills on
the Eaft and Weft Sides of it ; And, as the River yorda?!^ at this time,

fomewhat above the Lake, is almoft as wide as the Thames at Chelfeay

and ran formerly from North to South thro' the Plain ; if we even fup-

pofe, that whole Torrents of this liquid Fire burft out from the Sides of

either of thefe Hills, their deftrudive Courfe would be ftopped, when it

reached fuch a Body of Water as that River contained : So that, unlefs

we extravagantly fuppofe, that the Mountains on the Eaft, and their op-
pofite on the Weft, which were Eighteen Miles afunder, took Fire very

critically at the fame time, the Country on one Side or other of the River

muft, in all Probability, have been fafe, by the Interpofition of fo great

a Quantity of Water.

Laftly,
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Laftly, If we fuppofe, that the whole Plain was fufficiently ftored with

Bitumen to caufe, in a natural Way, fuch a Defolation ; then we muft

neceflarily grant, that it muft be a very barren Spot, and improper to be

inhabited, contrary to its Situation, with regard to the Climate, and con-

trary to the Defcription which is given of it: For, When Lot lifted up

his Eyes, he beheld all the Plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every-

where ; and therefore made Choice of it.

I hope I have faid enough to fliew, from the Nature of this Kind of

FofTil, and the Barrennefs of the Place wherein it is always found, as

well as from the great Extent and Suddennefs of the Deftrudion, that it

could not proceed, as Monf. he Clerc imagined, in a natural Way, from

the Firing of thefe fuppofed Bituminous Veins, but from the miraculous

Power of God.

P Of
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Of M IN ERALS.

E S I D E S the Ufe of Minerals in Phyfic, they are defigned

for feveral other Ends, as well as for Ornament ; but their chief

Value is in Money, which is become the common and moft
prudent Method of Exchange : Nor are their Advantages in

Utenfils to be forgotten, whether they are defigned for the

common Purpofes of Life, or made into Inftruments neceffary for the

Improvements of Arts and Sciences.

In the various and different Forms of Minerals, as well as their Qua-
lities, we find fuch evident Footfteps of Divine Wifdom, as leave us no
room to fufpe6l, that they are the Effed of bHnd Chance, tho' formed in

the deep Receffes of the Earth.

Men have univerfally confented to flamp the greateft Value upon Gold

:

And tho' they have as univerfally affigned the hottefl: Climates, as the

mofl: natural to ripen, and to give Colour to, this illuftrious Ore
;
yet, in

this warm Ifiand, neither the Soil upon the Surface, nor at any Depth in

the Earth, at leaft in general, as far as Two (
i

) hundred Feet deep,

give any promifing Indications of either Gold or Silver,

c'loid found Howevcr, we have fome Caufe to believe, that we are not intirely
m Barbados, ^^i^^^^^^ former ; for there was found in Colonel Abel Alleyne\

Eftate, on the Surface of the Earth, a Piece of Ore, which, upon Trial

in E77gla7jd^ proved very pregnant with Gold
; but, tho' diligent Search

was made by digging and otherwife, there was no more difcovered.

There is but one other Inftance, that I can venture to mention with any
Certainty ; and that is, a fmall Piece of Gold, now in the Pofleflion of
ya7nes Bruce

^
Efq; which was extracted from fome Ore fent to England

from hence by Dr. Bruce : But as that Gentleman died before the Expe-
riment was made, it is not well known in what Part of the Ifland he
found it.

There

(i) There is not a Parifh in the Ifland, nor fcarce a large Eftate, but hath a Well dug in it : And a great
many of thefe are very deep ; efpeciaJly one in the Eftate of Francis M'Mahen^ Efq; which is above Two
hundred Feet deep.
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There is likevvife a Species of Mineral found in St,A7tdrerws Parifh, in

Scotland. This is as bright as polifhcd Brafs, and generally of cubical

Figures : By its Weight and Colour it is apt to give Hopes of being rich

in fome valuable Metal
; but, being with great Care tried in the Crucible,

it produced no manner of Metal. I take this to be a fulphureous Marca-

fite, or the Pyrites flavus ; tho' it is feldom met with here in globular

Figures, as it is mod commonly found in England.

There are alfo Stones taken out of the Sea, that are very hard and pon-

derous, containing, by their dnsky ferrugineous Colour, probably much
Iron, and by their Smell, when broken, much Sulphur. The fame are

fometimes to be met with on Land, efpecially at the Eftate of the Ho-
nourable Samuel Roufe^ Efq;

The Soil likewife, in a great many barren and hilly Parts of Scotlandy

is often mixed with fmall Flakes of Icinalafs, as well as Pieces of tranf-

parent Talc ; the latter efpecially, in the Eftate of Miles Ja?nes^ Efq;

where are to be feen folid pellucid Pieces, weighing no lefs than Fourteen

or Fifteen Ounces.

And in St. George"s Parifli are often dug up Lumps of a tranfparent

refinous Subftance, at firft Sight exadly refembling Refin. What chiefly

diftinguiflies it from Refln, is the Fragrancy of its Smell. Upon com-
paring it with the Gum of the Birch Gum-tree, I found it to be of the

fame Species.

In fawing Stones for Building, there are often found, in the middle of

folid Blocks of Stones, feveral kinds of Shells ; fome of them not to be

found on our Shores, efpecially the long Mufcle-fhell.

I have likewife a middle-flzed petrified Echinite, taken from the mid-

dle of a Piece of a fplit Rock.

The Defcription of our Ores and Foflils being finifhed, it may not beRemarka-

improper, before we leave our fubterraneous Inquiries, to take notice ofBarbados.

fome of our moft remarkable Caves
;
efpecially as thefe are many in Num-

ber, and fome of them not only curious in the various Appearances of

their petrified Icicles (if I may fo call them), and other Conglaciations,

but likewife, together with our deep Wells, very ferviceable to prevent

Earthquakes, by giving at fo many Mouths Vent to thofe (2) Vapours,

which would otherwife be confined in the Bowels of the Earth.

My Inquiries into thefe Caves were the moft laborious and dangerous ;

they were alfo by far the leaft pleafing to myfelf ; and I fear the Defcrip-

tion of them (Cole's Cave excepted) will prove leaft inftrudive or amufing

to my Readers : But as common Report, long before my Intention of

undertaking this Work, was ftrong in favour of feveral very extraordinary

Reprefentations in fome Caves in my own Parifti ; efpecially, that there

was, in one, the Effigy of a Woman with a Child in her Arms
;

and, a

little

(2) In the Time of great Droughts, the Air is not only very hot, but fometimes it fmells fulphureous

:

This I particularly obferved ontheThird Day of Auguft 1747. Thefe fulphureousVapours were diffipatcd as

foon as the Clifts of the parched Earth were faturated with the Rain, which, about that Time, fell in great

Plent}'.
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Httle beyond it, a lively Reprefentation of a Lion ; and as it would ill

become me to deliver fuch traditional Reports as true, without the ut-

moft Certainty ; I went down into feveral of thefe Caves, but not with-

out Difficulty, and Danger of being fufFocated, being often taken with a

violent Vomiting, when I came out into the open Air; with the additional

Mortification of finding, that the petrified conglaciated Subftances, fo

ftrongly affirmed to bear fuch Portraitures, might, without theAffiftance

of any far-fetched Ideas, be as well faid to reprefent a Cock and a Bull,

as a Woman and a Lion.

The Inadvertency and credulous Propenfity of the Vulgar, on one hand,

to believe every Story, that hath fomething marvelous in it ; and, on the

other hand, that infatuating Fondnefs and Pride fome Men have to be

thought more knowing than their Neighbours
;
together with lucrative

Confiderations ;
gave the crafty Part of Mankind an early Opportimity of

ufhering into the Heathen World the Belief of Harpyes, Centaurs, and

Satyrs, as well as, in a more enlightened Age, the lefs pernicious, tho'

not lefs ridiculous, Exiftence of Unicorns, Griffins, and Flying Dragons,

with a great many other fuch fenfelefs Chimera's, which ferve to aftonifh,

and fet the weak and ignorant Part of Mankind a gaping.

As Coles Cave is by far the largeft, and mofi: worthy our Notice, I fhall

confine myfelf to the Defcription of that alone : Firfl:, obferving that I

never took a Survey of it, but it ftrongly affedled my Imagination, and

recalled to my Mind that awful Defcription, which Virgil gives us of the

firft Entrance into the Shades below :

Spelunca aha fuit^ vaJloq\ Immanh hiatu.

Its Situation is almoft in the Bottom of a melancholy hideous Gully (3),

which is about an Hundred and Sixty-five Feet deep
;
where, above you,

nothing is to be feen but the Tops of high Rocks, and impending Clifts,

thro' the gloomy Branches of lofty Trees.

Such was the fokmn Silence^ which oerfpread

'The Shrine of Ammon, or Dodona'j Shades \

When anxious Mortals from the Mouth of Jove

Their Doom explord. - - - -

Glover's Leonid.

The Defcent, towards its Entrance, is by a fteep craggy Precipice of great

Height, where your Security from a Fall depends much upon the good
Hold you take of the Roots of Trees, and Branches of Underwood.

Having rather Hid than walked down in this manner a confiderable

Way, you are, on a fudden, within an Inclofure of very high perpendicu-

lar Rocks, the Sky-light being admitted by tv^^o Holes in the Roof
of

(3) A deep Chafm made between Hills, by repeated Torrents of Rain.
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of it. Ill the Weft Side of this gloomy Apartment lies the Mouth of the

Cave, which is an Hole of a confiderable Bigncfs.

Upon our firft Entrance into it, as we defcended, the Light of the Day-

began to grow weak, and proved but a faint and uncertain Guide.

Twenty Yards farther it appeared no ftronger nor brighter, than the

Glimmering of a Star in an hazy dull Night : A few Steps more inveloped

us in a total Darknefs.

^uale per incertam lunamy fub luce maUgJta^

RJl iter in fylvis^ ubi cxlum condidit umbra
yupiter^ ^ rebiis nox abjlulit atra colorem, Virg.

Thus wander Travellers in Woods by Night,

By the Moon's doubtful and malignant Light :

When yove in dusky Clouds involves the Skies ;

And Colours fade before their darken'd Eyes.

From hence, with the Affiftance of a Candle and Lantern, I began

my fubterraneous Tour ; and foon after my Entrance I turned upon the

Left Fland to take a Viev/ of that Branch of it called the Dry Cave.

TheTop or Roof of this is crouded with innumerable petrefied (4) Ici-

cles hanging downwards. The Sides of the Cave were likewife in feveral

Places thick fet therewith, efpecially where there was a Cavity : There

they grew from the upper to the under Shelves of the Rock, like fo many
Baluftrades, or Balufters of a Staircafe, but more in Number, and irre-

gular, fometimes in two, fom_etimes in threefold Divilions.

Upon breaking feveral of thefe Cones, which are of different Lengths

and Magnitude, I found thofe hanging, from the Roof downwards, intirely

perforated, and a fmall Quantity of the mofttranfparent Water continually

dropping through them.

The inner Circumference of thefe Holes was a pellucid ftony Body,

from Top to Bottom ; and tho' it was far from having the Luftre of a

Brijlol Stone, yet it appeared fhining, tranfparent, and hard ; and its Parts

were projeded in form of Rays from the Centre to the Circumference.

By comparing thefe Icicles with many that I have feen in E?igla/id^

TVales^ North Ainerica^ as well as thofe defcribed by the Reverend

Mr. Maundrel^ found cleaving to the inner Sides of what are called Ki7ig

Solomon'j- AqueduBsy near Tyre^ I frnd, that thefe Petrefaclions, or con-

glaciated

(4) At a Cave, in the Eftate of Reynold Alleyne, Efq; called Mount SlMidfaJ}, I obferved Icicles different

from thofe in Cole's Cave ; the latter being very large, and of a brown Colour on the Outfide, the former
exadly refembling, in Shape, Colour, and Bigjoefs, the hollow Part of a middle-fized Goofe-quill. Thro'
thefe Tubes is continually diftilled a fmall Quantity of the moft tranfparent Water. Here likewife I fm
a blunt Cone of petrefied Water, which continues daily to grow ; and the feveral Stria made by the foiling

Drops are vifible. This refembles, in Miniature, thofe large petrefied Rocks of the fame Shape, obferved

by the ingenious Dr. Shaiv la Bsfbary, which the Jrabs believe to be fo many Tents of their Anceftors

turned into Stone.
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glaciated Subftances, are, in general, of the fame Make and Nature in every

Part of the World.

The next thing remarkable in thefe fubterraneous Apartments is the

Wet Cave. This, near its firft Separation from the Dry, already defcri-

bed, is very fpacious and lofty ; but its Bottom very much furrowed, and

torn up, by the repeated Torrents of Rain, which in wet Seafons run

through it.

Soon after we entered this, we were agreeably furprifed with the Mur-

murs of a diftant Stream, which a little farther we found to be a confider-

able Spring of the moft tranfparent Water, iffuing from a large projedled

Rock, or rather the impending Side of the Cave.

Having drunk of this, we might here again juftly apply another Paf-

fage in Virgil

:

Intus aqua dulceSy vivoq\ fedilia faxo^

Nympharum^\ dotnus,

A Grot is form'd beneath, with mofly Seats,

To reft the Nereids, and exclude the Heats.

Down thro' the Crannies of the living Walls

The cryftal Streams defcend in murm'ring Falls. Dryd.

The Roof of the Cave, near this Place, is deeply and remarkably pit-

ted with feveral Holes, reprefenting {hallow Cones of Diameters, from

Nine to Twenty Inches, whofe greateft Depth was not above Twenty-
four Inches.

I imagine that thefe Holes owe their Origin to large cavous Icicles,

which formerly hung down from them, but were broken off by fome
Convuliions of the Earth.

The Spring here made a fmall Bafin, or Bathing-place ; and the Air is

likewife there made pure and clear by the Coldnefs of the Water.

From hence forwards, the Cave gradually leffened in Height and
Breadth ; and the Icicles hanging from the Top, and irregiJar Sides, were

more in Number, but lefs in Magnitude.

Here I began to want Air ; and at laft the Paflage became fo nar-

row and low, that I was obliged to ftoop much ; and the Icicles were fo

fmall, that the longeft of them did not exceed my little Finger in Length,

and in Diameter.

This Place, diftant near a Quarter of a Mile from the Entrance, was
my Ne plus tdtra, being fo much fatigued, and wanting Air fo much,
that I durft not, without Prefumption, proceed farther.

I cannot help fanfying, that if this Cave had been fituated in antient

Greece, or Italy, imbrowned with Shades of Cyprefs Groves, and me-
lancholy Yew, it would, in all Probability, have been the Rendez-
vous of all the bufy and inquifttive World : Here oracular Fh(&bu5 had

fixed
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fixed his facred Tripos : Here the Fate of Kingdoms, and of Empires, had

been fondly confulted, and no lefs artfully determined : Here the Greedy

and Ambitious, deluded by ambiguous Promifes of Succefs, would have

grafped fantaftic Crowns and Sceptres at the Expence of real Treafures,

Anxiety of Mind, and even of human Blood : And from hence perhaps the

crafty Statefinan would have derived divine Authority to human Laws
and Inflitutions : In fine, Cuuia^ and negle61:ed Delphi^ had never been

immortalized in Verfe or Profe.

As Fraud and Impofture can never bear the Teftimony and Face of Day,

the Heathen Priefts made Choice of fuch gloomy and difmal Recefles

for the Execution of their diabolical Collufions, as might naturally afFed:

the Imagination with an enthufiaftic Horror and Amazement
;

and, at

the fame time, conceal from Obfervation thofe Inftruments of Delufion,

wherewith they were to impofe on the Weaknefs of their infatuated Que-

rifts : And what Place could more effedually promote the Defign of

thefe Sorcerers, than fuch a dreadful Den of Darknefs, as I have been

now defcribing ? Where, in the Words of Virgily

Horror ubiq\ animos, fimul ipfa Jjlentia terrent*

All things were full of Horror and Affright,

And dreadful ev'n the Silence of the Ni^ht.

I'he End of the Second Book.

THE
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Of Land Animals.
NIM ALS are fenfitive organic Bodies, endued with

fpontaneous Motion.

By Animals, in the following Book, I would be

underftood to mean, without defcending to minuter

unneceffary Divifions, fuch only as are generally

termed Quadrupeds, Volatiles, and Inledts.

In each of thefe may be traced the Workmanfliip

of a Divine Architecture, each formed in Number,

Weight, and Meafure ; without Defcdl, without

Superfluity, exadly fitted and enabled to anfwer the various Purpofes of

their Creation, to execute the Will of their Creator, to minifler to the

Delight and Service of Man, and to contribute to the Beauty and Har-

mony of the univerfal Syftem.

How furprifing an Inllance of Almighty Power, and how wonderful

a Piece of Mechanifm, is to be feen in fome ot the minuteft Animals

!

For Inftance, the Potato-Loufe, an Infedl bred upon Vegetables in this

Jflandj which is fo fmall, that it is fcarcc difcernible by the naked Eye !

R Yet
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Yet this is every way as perfe6i: as an Ox, a Whale, or an Elephant. What
lefs than infinite Wifdom and Power, could difpofe a little Portion of

Matter, almofl: too fmall to be viewed by the naked Eye, into that infi-

nite Variety of Parts that are neceffary to form an organic Body !

Let us confider how inexpreilibly fine, flender, and delicate muft the

feveral Parts be, that are neceflary to form the Organs, to proportion the

Srrudure, to dired the Machinery, and preferve and fupply the vital

and animal Adion, in one of thefe very fmall Animals : Yet every Part

that is necefiary to animal Life is as truly found in one of them, as in

Behemoth and Leviatha?2. I very much doubt, v/hether any Wifdom, but

that which framed them^ can fully comprehend the Structure, the Sym-
metry, the Beauties, of fuch almofi: imperceptible Generations : And I

think it muft needs exceed any finite Underftanding to conceive, much
lefs explain, how fuch an infinite Variety of Parts, and Exercife of Pow-
ers, could be contained or exerted within fo narrow a Space.

Firft, The Heart, the Fountain of Life ; then the Mufcles, necefiary

to produce Motion ; the Glands, for the Secretion of Juices ; the Ven-
tricle and Inteftines, for digefting their Nourifbment ; and numberlefs

other Parts which are necelfary to form an organic Body.—This Know-
lege is too wonderful and excellent for any human Underftanding, when
weconfider, that each of thofe Members are themfelves alfo " organical Bd-

dies; that they confift of Fibres, Membranes, Coats, Veins, Arteries,

Nerves, and numberlefs Springs, Tubes, and Pullies, too fine for Fancy

itfelf to conceive."

Can we likewife form the leaft Guefs how infinitely fubtile and fine

muft the Parts of thofe Fluids be, that circulate thro' thefe Tubes, '* as the

" Blood, the Lympha^ and Animal Spirits, which in the largeft Animals
" are fo exquifitely fine, that no Imagination can explain or conceive ?

"

Can any Knowlege, any Power, lefs than infinite, produce or explain

fuch wonderful Effeds and Appearances as thefe ?

We may conclude therefore, that infinite Wifdom is as truly and won-

derfully difplayed in the fmalleft as in the greateft Works of the Creation ;

and nothing lefs than the fame Wifdom that formed the univerfal Syftem,

could poflibly produce the fmalleft and moft contemptible Being in Nature.

In treating of our Animalsj I fhall begin with the domeftic and labo-

rious Kind.

Thefe are much the fame Breed with thofe of the fame Species in Eng-
land^ tho' not quite fo large.

Among the Diftempers which infe^l thefe, there is one of a very con-

tagious and peftilential (
i
) Kind ; for a Beaft ftiall feemingly, by his feed-

ing

(i) If the Planters would make a fmall continual fmothering Fire, with Pitch and Tar, and Vegetables

of the Terebinthine Kind, to the Eaftward of the Pens or Places where their Cattle are tied, and fed upon,
I am of Opinion, that it might be of great Service to prevent or leffen this Diftemper. The moft common,
and I believe the moft fuccelsful Drench, given to thefe diftempered Cattle, is the following :

TaU the ^lantity of an Egg of Caftile Soap^ a Pint of Rum, half a Pint of Lime-Juice^ a Pint of ArrtruO'

Root-Juice, and a Pint and an haf of Vervain-Juice^ mixed and incorporated together^ and given in a Drench,
,

This hath often been of great Service.

JV. B. The Soap muft be diftblved.
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ing heartily, and in Appearance, be otherwife well

;
yet in a few Hours

time, without any Symptom of a previous Difordcr, drop down and die.

Thefe, when dead, are by the moll judicious Planters immediately

buried ; and often there is a Watchman appointed, to prevent the new-

bought Negroes^ and others of the poorer lort, from digging up the Car-

cafes, and feeding upon them ; for v/hen this happens, it generally cofts

them their Lives
;

eipecially if they eat the Liver, or any Part of the

Entrails : In this Cafe the Diftemper breaks out in the Shape of Plague-

boils, near the Arm-pits or Temples.

I have known one very extraordinary Liftance of its Virulency : A
Negro M^oman carrying upon her Head, in a Wicker-basket, a Piece of

this Flefh, that had been newly cut off from a dead diilempered Carcafc,

a few bloody fanious Drops fell through the Basket upon her Left Brealf.

In a few Hours fiie was fwelled all over, and was not able to move a

Limb ; and in aboutTwo Days there appeared mortifying Ulcers on every

Part where the Drops fell : And, tho' fpccdy Methods were ufed, by Fo-

mentations, and by feveral other means, to prevent its further Progrefs
;

yet neither thefe Cautions, nor taking off the infeded Part, could put a

Stop to it ; at laft, the whole Breaft, and adjacent infedled Part, were

taken oft clofe to the Bones. In this deplorable Condition the Surgeon

gave her over. Her Miflrefs was one of thofe notable Women, who love

to a£t out of their Sphere (which only an abfolute Neceftity can juftify)

;

who, by fome accidental Succefs in the Ufe of Simples, called That Skill

and Knowlege, which, with greater Propriety, might be attributed rather

to good Luck : However, in this Cafe, where there were feemingly no Hopes
of faving the Patient, fhe very fortunately applied to her Breaft a Cata-

plafm of the Four following Herbs, S7nooth Rider-leaves^ Scldier-buJJ:>^ DiaU
theuy and Chrifiinas-bujh^ boiled and brought into a Confiftency with Bees-

wax and Hog's-lard; and, in a fhort time, intirely cured her. The Firfl: of

thefe Plants is very detergent, and the Three lafi: very good Vulneraries.

The Sheep that are natural to this Climate, and are chiefly bred here,

are hairy like Goats. To be covered with Wool, would be as prejudicial

to them in thefe hot Climates, as it is ufeful in Winter Countries for Shel-

ter and Warmth : Yet, as Cloathing is neceffary (efpecially in the wet

Seafons) to the Inhabitants of the warmeft Climates, this intire Want of

Wool upon all Sheep naturally bred here, is abundantly fupplicd by the

Cotton- tree, which yearly, and in great Quantit)^, produces the finefh

Wool in the World.

Among the Number of Animals, either peculiar to, or brought to this

Ifland, we are happy, that there is not one that is mortally venomous
;

whilft many of our neighbouring French lilands are miferably infefted with

Vipers, and other Snakes.

There are here butThree Reptiles that can be properly called venomous \

the Black Spider, the Forty-leg, and the Surmam Scorpion.



Natural Hiftory of the Book III

I'he Scorpion of the IjI'larb Kind.

A Full-grown Scorpion is about Ten Inches long; the Skin foft, but

fcaly, and of a dull Copper-colour. The very young ones are fur-

prifingly preferved from Danger ; for, when this threatens, the Parent

Scorpion opens her Mouth, and fwallows her Young, which fhe voids out

again when the Danger is over.

This is not peculiar to this Animal alone ; for the Shark at Sea pre-

ferves its Young in the fame manner.

T'he Spotted Lizard; commonly called^

'7'he Poisonous Lizard.

THIS exceeds not Ten Inches in Length.

Its Head is fomewhat flatter than that of the green Lizard, and
the Eyes more prominent.

The Back is very thickly fpeckled with Ruflet and White.

Its Feet differ remarkably from other Lizards, being very finely crofs-

indented like a File, but infinitely more curioufly : By this means, as

well as by a vifcous Matter iffuing from thefe fpongy Indentures, theycan

creep along a fmooth perpendicular, or even a projected Cieling.

As the Appearance of thefe is more difagreeable and ugly than the

common green Lizard, they are, I believe, upon that account alone, called

'The Poifonous Lizard', for, upon the fliridlefl: Inquiry, I could never per-

ceive, that they were really poifonous.

"The Surinam Scorpion,

A Full-grown Scorpion is Three Inches long from the Head to the

Extremity of the Tail.

From the Fore-part of the Neck, clofe to the Head, rife Two Claws
of about Three Quarters of an Inch long, divided into Three Joints, each

Claw near its Extremity ending in a long flender whitifh Forceps.

It hath Two Eyes, black, fmall, and fhining ; likewife Four Pair of

Legs, the hindermoft Pair being the longeft : Each Joint of the Legs, as

well as the Back, is marked with feveral faint whitifh Lifls, the interme-

diate Space being of a ruffet Colour, mixt with blackifh Spots.

The Tail is divided into Six Joints : At the Extremity of the lafi: ap-
pear two fmall horny, fomewhat crooked. Stings or Darts, in form of a
wide-extended Forceps, the upper being above double the Length of the

lowermofl : Nor are they feemingly jointed together at the Root ; for the

longefl comes from the upper Side of the laft Joint of the Tail, the other

from the lowermofl Part, the intermediate Space being fleiliy.

When
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when a Suri7tam Scorpion walks or runs, flie generally curls up her

Tail in a Ring
; and, when provoked, fhe extends it to its full Length

;

and then with a very quick Motion darts its Sting or Fojxeps into her

Adverfary.

Perfons who have the Misfortune to be flung by them, endure very

acute Pain for feveral Hours ; and the Flefh, near the Wound, turns gene-

rally livid : However, I have known no Inftance here of its proving mortal.

Upon examining this horny Sting with a good Microfcope, I could not

perceive either Hole or FifTure, by which the Foiion might be conveyed

to the Wound : Yet, upon prefling very hard upon the Sting of an enraged

Scorpion with the Blade of a Penknife, I plainly perceived a tliin bluiHi

Liquid to iffue from the Extremity of the Sting, which, upon a greater

Prefiure, was followed by a whitifh Liquid, of a thicker Conftftency : The
former I take to be principally the Poifon that it inje£ls into the Wound
it makes, and the latter to be only the juices of the Body.

It is the general Opinion here, as well as elfewhere, that if thefe Scor-

pions are furrounded, tho' at a Diftance, with Fire, or any other way greatly

molefted, they will fting themfelves in the Head, and immediately expire

.

This is attefted by a great many Perfons of undoubted Veracity : Yet, as

this Opinion contradids that Principle of Self-prefervation, which appears

to be fo natural, and fo general, ftrongly influencing the whole Brute

Creation to preferve their Being, it may be juftly queftioned, whether the

many Experiments made, in order to eftablilli this Opinion, were attended

to with that Accuracy which the Subje»9: required.

As for my own Part, I am apt to believe, that the Heat of the fur-

rounding Fire hath, at leafi: fometimes, a Share in the Deftrudion

of thefe Creatures upon fuch Experiments.

Thefe Scorpions are chiefly to be feen among old Boards, old Books, or

other loofe Papers.

They never bear any Young ones but once : The She carries her Young
upon her Back; and, as thefe grow in Strength, the Parent decays and dies.

Thefe Scorpions are but fmall in this Part of the World, when com-
pared with thofe in the Spanijfj J^Feft-Indies.

An Inftance of the Bignefs of the latter is feen in a very large one^

now in the Repofltory of the Royal Society ; which is about Eight Inches

long, and every way proportionable.

The Green Lizard.
* »

rH I S is of the oviparous Kind," laying fmall whitifli Eggs, which
they depoflt in loofe dufty Earth, where they are impregnated by

the Heat of the Sun.

A full-grown Lizard, in Bai'bados^ is about Ten Inches long; tho' in

the Ifland of Antigim they are often above Fourteen, and in Bulk Three
timeg as large as ours.

5 The
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The Head is fomewhat flattifh, and hollow between the Eyes : Thefe

in all Kinds of Lizards are very prominent.

The Back is of a changeable fliining Green, imbofled with fmall

pointed Rilings, like Shagreen : It changes towards the Belly into a pale

Silver White.

As Lizards are very harmlefs Creatures, feveral Authors are of Opinion,

that they are, in particular, great Lovers of Mankind . And, to prove this,

they aflure us, that when Men in hot Countries fleep under the Shade of

Trees, the Lizards will creep upon feveral Parts of their Bodies : Nay, fb

fanciful are fome of thefe Writers, that they gravely affirm, that Lizards

will leap upon a fleeping Perfon to awake him, if he fees a Snake ap-

proaching him; tho', upon a narrow Scrutiny, we fhall find, that this feem-

ing Familiarity and Philanthropy are the Effect of no other Principle, than

that of Self-prefervation ; for, as thefe Lizards chiefly live upon Flies,

their Familiarity in creeping, or Daringnefs in leaping, upon a fleeping

Perfon, is only in order to catch Flies j which they do by creeping near,

and then leaping upon, their Prey.

It is likewife fuppofed, that they are great Lovers of Muflc.

This Opinion is fupported by feveral probable Circumftances ; for they

will draw near to the Sound of any muflcal Infl:rument.

I have known one Infl:ance myfelf of a Lizard drawing nearer and
nearer by Degrees, and at laft leaping upon the Spinet which a Lady was
playing upon.

However, I would not, from this one, perhaps cafual, Infl:ance, be fup-

pofed to draw any certain regular Inference in favour of a general Cer-
tainty of the above-mentioned Opinion.

Monkeys.

TH E S E are not very numerous in this Ifland : They chiefly reflde

in inaccefllble Gullies
j

efpecially where there are many Fruit-

tr^es.

The greatefl: Mifchief they do to the neighbouring Planters is digging

out of the Earth their Yams and Potatoes, and fometimes breaking and
carrying off a great many ripe Sugar-canes.

As a Law of this Ifland provides a Premium for defl:roying thefe, as

well as Racoons, they yearly rather decreafe than multiply.

Rats.
THESE are fo very numerous, and fo very deftxudive to Sugar-

canes, that the yearly Lofs to the Inhabitants of the Pariflies of Si,

yofeph's and St. Andrew's alone, is computed to be na lefs than Two or

Three thoufand Pounds.

That
'J
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That they are in greater Numbers in thofe Parifhes than elfcwliere, may

be attributed to their hilly Situation, intcrfperfed with high inaccefiible

Rocks, in whofe Cavities they fKelter, and there breed.

The Jessamin InfeCi.

TO this very curious Animal I am at a Lofs for a Name, having

neither feen it myfelf, nor ever heard it mentioned by any one, all

the time I was in that Ifland. I am obliged for the following Account
of it, fince I came to Efigland^ to a (2) Gentleman, whofe Veracity may be

relied on, and who took one of them from a Jeffamin-tree, that was
againfl: Colonel Maynard\ Houfe on his Eftate in St. Peter s Parifh.

The Body of it is about Three Inches long, and fo nearly refembles

the Bark of a JelTamin Twig, as not eafily to be diftinguillied from it,

infomuch that it may be fairly denominated from it. The Make of it is

much like that of the Infe6l commonly called yohn Cook' s Horfe^ except-

ing that this JefTamin Infe£i: is furniflied with a moft curious Tongue of

theThicknefs of a Horfe-hair, near Two Inches long, (landing (as far as it

hatli been yet obferved) always projeded out of its Mouth : For the Pre-

fervation of which moft extraordinary Member, as it is, on the one hand,

no doubt, greatly inftrumental in procuring Food for the Owner, and on
the other, from its delicate Texture, liable to frequent Accidents ; Nature

has moft kindly, and at the fame time moft wonderfully, formed a very

curious Cafe or Scabbard for it out of its two Fore Feet, which were each

of them hollowed exadly for the Purpofe ; and which that Gentleman

fays he faw it make ufe of feveral times, by lifting them up, extending

them, and clapping them together to cover the Tongue. After obferving

it for feveral Hours, in order to preferve it perfed, it was ftuck to a Board

with a Pin : The Pain (as it is fuppofedj occafioned its laying a very fmall

beautiful fpeckled Egg.

John Cook's Horse, or Hag's Horse.

THO' this hath all its Limbs inPerfeftion ;
yet it is fo fhapelefs an Ani-

mal, that, without a narrow Infpeclion, it can hardly be diftinguilhed

at firft from a dry half-rotten Piece of Straw of about Three Inches long.

Its Legs, which are Four in Number, are very near as fine as thofe of

a large Spider. It feems to be every way very inoffenfive ; and it is gene-

rally to be found upon Shrubs and Bufties.

A great many Negroes have a Notion, that, if they kill one of thefe,

they will be very unlucky in breaking all Earthen Wares they handle : Of
this they are fo ftrongly perfuaded, that I have feen a Negro Wench fuf-

fer a Whipping, rather than, when commanded to do it, kill one of them.

The whole Body and Legs are fpeckled alternately with a ruffet Brown,

and a dull White ; but not difcernible at any great Diftance.

From
{%) The Reverend Mr. Dowding, fonnerly Reclor of St. Peter's Parilh, in Barlades.
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From the Head rife Two hairy Feelers of about an Inch long : From
the Neck likevvife, clofe to the Head, come . the Two foremoft Pair of

Legs, which are about an Inch and a half long, and jointed in the Mid-

dle : At about an Inch farther Diflance from thefe come the Two hin-

dermoft Legs.

The whole Body of this Animal, at about half an Inch Diftance from

the hindermoft Legs, ends in a fomewhat forked Tail.

I'he Ca V E-B AT.

AS this hath nothing in common with Birds, but its Wings, and thefe

differing from theirs by the Want of Plumage ; and as it likewile

lays neither Eggs, nor hath a Bill, which are the chief Charad:eriftics of

Birds ; I have ventured to remove it from that Clafs, where many Writers

have given it a Place.

The great Bochart obferves, that its very Name in Hebrew is «)'?J3y

Atalleeph^ i. e. a Bird of Darhiefs,

This Bat hath its Name from its Place of Refidence (3}.

It is often as big as a young Pigeon. Its Body is covered with a Snuff-

coloured foft Hair : Its Ears are more upright, and larger, in proportion,

than thofe of a Rat ; and its whole Head, efpecially its Mouth and Nofe,

fhorter and thicker. From the Extremity of one Wing to the other ex-

tended, meafures Eighteen Inches : Its Feet are guarded with Six fharp

Talons, each turning inwards like Fifh-hooks.

Some of the common People are of Opinion, that as Bats are always

awake at Night, therefore their Flefh dried to Powder, and given to Dogs,

will make them likewife watchful at Night : And this Powder is very

often, by credulous People, mixed with their Food for that Purpofe.

I'he Mo U S E -B A T.

THIS is of the fame Species with thofe m England. Their Wings,
at the middle Joints, are provided with fharp Hooks, by which

they cling to the Roof of Caves, or under the Eaves of Houfes.

(•^) From hence that Phrafe in the Prophecy of [faiah^ Chap. ii. 20. In that Day^ i. e. in the Diftrefs of
the Ifraelites, Jhall a Man caft his Idols of Silver and 'Gold to the Bats and Melts, i. e. hide them in the Holes and
Caverns of the Earth.

Of
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O F

BIRDS.
H E S E are, in general, divided into Terreftrial and Aquatic.

An Infpedion into the Struclure, Nature, and Qualities of

every Species will convince us, that every Individual is ftamp-

ed with Marks of infinite Wifdom : And Experience teaches

us, that the fame Power, which at firfl: created them, hath,

and, I may venture to fay, ever will preferve, not only the ftrongeft, but

the feemingly weakeft, and mod helplefs, in a regular Succeffion, till Time
fhall be no more.

Such is the exadt Symmetry, and jufl: Proportion, obfervablc in the Body

of Animals, that every Part is fubfervient to the Whole. The carniv^o-

rous and rapacious Kind, fuch as Eagles, Hawks, and Vulturs, have

ftrong crooked Bills, and fliarp Talons, to fecure and tear their Prey : But

as thefe Birds are deftrudive to the more ufeful domeftic Kind, we find

that they are by far lefs numerous than the latter.

The melodious Notes, and the beautiful Plumage, of fome, are not lefs

pleafing, the one to the Ear, and the other to the Eye, than the Flefh of

others is delicate to the Tafte.

Aquatic Birds are Web-footed ; and it is obfervable, that thofe that

are obliged to feek their Food at a great Diftance from Land, have Wings
remarkably large and ftrong, in proportion to their Bodies, to enable them
to bear the Fatigue of a long Flight.

Thofe which feed in the miry Skirts of muddy Ponds or Rivers, are

provided with long Bills, Necks, and Legs, each being neceflary either to

fearch for, or fecure, their Prey in fuch a Situation.

The Curious and Learned may find thefe Inquiries and Refledions car-

ried on to a laudable Height by the ingenious Mr. Willoughby^ tlie learned

Dr. DerhaiHy and others.

Neither this, nor any of our neighbouring Iflands, is flored with any

great Variety of Birds ; and the few that we have are not remarkable for

their Notes, nor (the Humming-Bird excepted) for the Beauty of their

Feathers ; and our tame-bred Fowls, except the Giiiney Fowls, Mufccrcy

Ducks
J
and rumplefs Fowls, are much the fame as thofe in England.

T GUINEV
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G U I N E Y Fowl. .

TH I S is naturally a Wild-fowl, both in Tafte, Appearance, and

Qualities. It is at prefent fo well known, that it w^ould be needlefs

to defcribe it.

All that I fhall therefore obferve is, that it is thought by fome to be

the fame Bird fo much prized by the Romans^ and by them called

GalUna Maurita?ta,

The Dark-coloured Gaulding.

TH E Bill of this Bird is about Three Inches long, blackifh, and fharp-

pointed. From the Extremity of this to the Feet, extended, are

Twenty-two Inches ; and the Wings, extended, meafure Two Feet.

The Cock hath a blue-coloured Tuft upon the Head. The Neck is of

a very brownifh Red, fomewhat near a Snuff-colour, with a pale whitifh

Lift downwards under the Throat. The Eyes are incircled with a yellow

Iris. The Feathers covering the Back are long and bluifh.

The whole Bird is of the Crane-kind, and generally found feeding

upon Worms about the Edges of Ponds, as well as upon Mice, Lizards,

and Scorpions.

I'he Grey Gaulding.

THIS Bird is feldom feen in this Ifland, tho' very frequently at

Antigua.

It differs from that already defcribed, chiefly in its Bignefs and Colour;

this being a great deal larger, and its Colour of a greyifh White.

It feeds generally upon fmall Crabs and Shrimps in the Salt Marfhes ;

but we have very few, if any, fuch Places in this Ifland. We are, I fup-

pofe, for this Reafon, feldom vifited by thefe Birds.

I'he Lesser Turtle-Dove.

TH E Plumage of this Bird is always of a Lead-colour, except under

the Breaft and Belly, where they are inclinable to a pale dark Red,
efpecially the Cock. The Hen is generally of a Hghter Colour.

This Bird, from the Tip of the Tail to the End of the Bill, is Six

Inches and an half in Length, and Ten Inches to the Extremities of the

Wings, extended.

They are generally very fat, and near as big as a Lark ; and are juflly

efteemed the moft delicious of any Birds in this Ifland, as well as perhaps

inferior to few, if any, in other Parts of the World.

They feed chiefly upon Belly-ach Berries.
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^he Large Turtle-Dove.

THIS, by the regular Proportion of every Limb, completing the

Harmony of the Whole, juftly dcferves to be reckoned among the

moft beautiful Birds. The Plumage of the Neck, Back, and Wings, is

of a dark Lead-colour, fpotted with Black ; the Breaft and Belly fome-

what lighter.

Thefe differ in nothing material from thofe of the fame Species in Pa-

lefline^ ufed among the Jews for Sacrifice (4), except in their Colour;

for the Wings of the latter, as the Royal Pfalmift defcribes them, are like

Silver, v^^hich, with very little Allowance, anfwers to the Colour of what

we now call Arabiai^ or Barbary Doves^ fo common in all Palefiine.

The Length of this Bird from the Bill to the Tail is Ten Inches, and

from Wing to Wing, extended, Fifteen Inches.

CooTS;, or Moor-Hens.

THESE Birds are to be chiefly feen about the Skirts of rufhy Ponds,

feeding upon Pond-bugs, and fuch Worms
;
and, when there is a

Scarcity of thefe, they alight upon, or moft commonly climb up. Plan-

tain, Banana, or Guava Trees, and feed upon the ripe Fruit, as well as

fometimes upon Pulfe and Potatoes.

They are diftinguifhed into Three Kinds ; the White, the Red, and

the Blue-pated. The Bill of each is ftrait and ftrong, and of a greenifh

yellow Colour near the Point ; the other Part of a florid Red ; the

Whole about an Inch long.

The Crown of the Head, but efpecially near the fetting on of the Bill,

inftead of Feathers, is covered with a white, blue, or red tough Skin, of

a circular Form, about the Bignefs of an EngliJIj Silver Groat.

The Plumage under the Neck and Breaft is of a very deep Blue, incline-

able to a Purple. The Feathers on the Back are of a greenifh Lead-colour.

From the Extremity of one Wing to another, it meafures Eighteen Inches,

and the Length from the Bill to the Feet, Fifteen. The under Feathers

of the Tail are Snow-white. Its Legs are yellow. It hath Three Toes

before, and one behind, guarded with ftrong Claws.

The Two-PENY Chick.
TP HIS Bird hath a ftrong yellowifh fharp-pointed Bill, near an Inch

long : Its Length from this to the Feet, extended, is Nine Inches
;

and from the Extremity of the Wings, Eleven.

The Head is marked from the Bill to the hinder Part of it, with a

black Lift. The Back and fmall Feathers upon the Wings with pale Ruf-

fet,

(4) We find that the Heathens had a Notion, that the moft perfecft ought to be ufed in Sacrifice. Thi«
is evident from Homer ; for, when Ackillei fpeaks about the Sacrifice to ^psHo^ he fays,

———— ajpwK Kv'imv auyur n nhtim.
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fet, or rather dark-coloured Olive, intermixed with black and white Lifts,

The Breaft is of a pale Dove-colour, growing whitifh, and more fpeckled

towards the Belly.

Its Legs are long, in proportion to its Bulk ; and of a greenifli yellow

Colour : It hath Three Toes before, and One behind, each bordered with

a fcalloped lateral Membrane to aflift in Swimming.

This Bird dives with fuch Quicknefs, that it is very difficult to be (hot.

It is of the Bignefs, and much of the Colour, of the America7i Quail.

The Thrush.

WE have Two Species of Thrufhes in this Illand ; the one much re-

fembling in her Note the Englip Thrufh.

As foon as the Day appears, fhe mounts up like a Lark into the Air,

almoft out of Sight.

The other is a folitary Bird, and is known by the Name of the

faking Thrujh,

The COTTON-TREE-BIRD.

THIS is a yellowifh Bird, about the Bignefs of a fmall Sparrow ; and

is chiefly to be feen among Cotton-trees.

The Black-bird.

nn H E Plumage of this is of a glofiy Black : Its Bill is likewife black
^ and ftrong \ of a fomewhat triangular Shape, and near an Inch

long.

The Eyes are furrounded with a white 7r/>, as well as provided with a

white Membrane, which, at Will, covers the whole outward Superficies of

the Eye, both to keep it from Harm, and perhaps to keep it moift in fo

warm a Climate.

Its Length, from the Extremity of the Bill to that of the Tail, is Seven

Inches ; and from the Extremities of the Wings, extended. Eleven.

Thefe Birds are very numerous in this Illand (tho' there are none at

yJtitigua)y and in fome other Leeward Iflands.

They are ferviceable in deftroying Crickets, and otherVermin ; Yet this

fcarce compenfates for the Ravage they make in confuming our Indian

and Guiney Corn ; the former chiefly when young ; the latter, foon after

it is planted, as well as when ripe.

The Goldfinch.

'J^^HIS beautiful Bird is fomewhat bigger than a large Sparrow ; and is

feldom, if ever, feen, except in the Months of December oryanuary
;

and then generally in the moft woody and eafl:erly Part of the Ifland.

The
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The only one that I faw was in the Plantation of RichardEJlwick, Efq;

The Head is of a fine Orange-colour, and the reft of the Body of a

dark Colour, except upon the Pinions, where the Feathers are of a deep

Red.

The P I V E T.

ALtho' this Bird feeds upon Fruit, its Bill is of the fame Make with thofe

of the carnivorous Kind ; and it intirely fubfifts by Berries, or fuch-

like Fruit of Trees.

It is no fmall Inftance of the Wifdom of Providence, that there is not

a Month in the Year, but fome Trees, or Shrubs, bear ripe Fruit of one

kind or other ; fo that thefe have literally their Food provided for them

in due Seafon,

A Pivet is about the Bignefs and Colour of our largeft Kind of Spar-

rows, and hath a wild chirping Note.

They are chiefly to be feen where there is the moft Variety of ripe

Fruit.

T'he Wren.
THIS, excepting its Note and Bill, differs very little from the

Thrufli, as to its Plumage and Bignefs : Its Bill is fomewhat more
fharp-pointed and longer, than that of the Thrufh.

It is moft commonly to be feen in the Wood near Hackletons Ciifty

and feeds chiefly upon Oranges, and fuch ripe Fruit, as well as upon
Lizards.

The Spanish Lacker.

THIS differs very little, if any thing, from a Pivet, but by its Note.

It feeds chiefly upon Poifon-tree Berries, and fuch wild Fruit.

This Bird is moft commonly to be feen near Hackleto?{s Clift,

The Parakite.

np HIS is of the frugivorous Kind, and about the Bignefs of a Thrufli,

having a longer and more crooked Bill.

It feeds upon almoft all manner of Berries, Popaws, and ripe Plantain,

reflding chiefly in inacceflible Gullies.

The Bird borrows its Name from its Refemblance in Make, but not in

Plumage, to the fmall green Parakite.

The Swallow.

A S the Make of this Bird every way anfwers the Defcription of thofe

of the fame Species in England, it would be needlefs to defcribe it.

The Caufe of the Difappearance of the whole Species, during the Winter

U Months,
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Months, hath been varioufly reprefented by moft Authors of Natural

Hiftory.

Some have, with great feeming ProbabiUty, attributed their State of

Infeniibihty, or at leaft their Abfence at that time, to the wife Difpenfa-

tion of Providence, in making thefe Birds incapable of any of the Fun-

ctions of Life, at a Seafon ot the Year when they could not be fupplied

with their daily and proper Food, which confifls chiefly of Pond-flies,

Butterflies, and Bees.

This ingenious Hypothefls hath a great Appearance of Truth, and is

indeed the beft that can be given in a Northern Climate, where it is evi-

dent that their Food can only be found in Summer Months : But this

their reclufe Life, from OSiober to MarcJj, is no lefs evident, than it is

almoft general in this Ifland ; in which Months their Prey is no lefs

plentiful, and the Weather but very little colder, than in our Summer :

Yet they retire to their Holes in the Rocks, and do not appear during

thefe Months.

I'he Sugar-bird.

THIS derives its Name from its frequenting and picking up the

loofe Sugar about the Sugar-curing Houfes, and elfewhere.

I'he Sparrow.

OU R largeft Sparrow differs very little from thofe in England, being

of a pale reddifh Lead-colour, Four Inches long from the Bill to

the Feet, extended ; and Seven Inches over the Wings, from the Extre-

mity of one to the Extremity of the other.

Its Bill is very ftrong and fharp-pointed ; its Legs blackifh ; and its

Feet have Three Claws before, and One behind.

T
^he Lesser Sparrow.

HIS likewife, called the Tmker-Sparrow, differs very little from

the former, except in Bignefs ; this now defcribed being lefs.

I'he HuMMING-BIRD.

THIS Bird derives its Name from the humming Noife it makes as

it flies.

Pli?ty juftly obferve^, Natiira nufqua??! magis quam in minimis tota ejl :

This is fufliciently evinced in the Make and QuaHties of this, which is the

fmallefl; of Birds ; for what it wants in Strength and Bignefs, is fufliciently

made up in its Swiftnefs in Flying, and its Dexterity in making ufe of its

fharp Bill
;
by which means it is capable of overcoming the largeft and

ftrongefl Bird that flies in thefe Parts of the World.

This
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This Species of Birds are diftinguifhed into the large and fmall Sort.

One of the latter, which I have now before me, weighs but Forty-

eight Grains. From the Tip of one Wing to the oppofite, extended, is

Five Inches ; and its Length, from the Tail to the Extremity of its Bill,

near Four : Its Feet are compofed of Three Claws before, and One be-

hind. The Feathers under the Belly, the Tail, and the long Quill-fcathers,

are of a footy Black : Thofe which cover the Back and Neck have a fine

Mixture of Green : The Bill is about half an Inch long, and black : The
Tongue, which is about an Inch long, is forked. This, darted into the

BlofToms, fucks up the Honey-dew from moft Flowers : There are a few
Feathers, which jut out higher than the reft, a little above the Bill, of an
almoft inimitable ftiining Green : A little higher up ftands eredl another

Feather of a flaming Purple : Thefe look very beautiful, efpecially when
refled:ed to the Eye by the Rays of the Sun.

The other Sort have a longer Bill, and are every way confiderably

larger than this now defcribed.

Thefe Birds make their Nefts under the Eaves of Houfes thatched with

Straw, or in the Boughs of fhady Trees : Thefe Nefts are very artfully

made, compofed of Straw, Hair, and Cotton, which laft covers the Infide.

I have feen one of the Nefts, which was very extraordinary ; for it was
worked quite round the under Part of the Twig, to fecure the Neft, which
was above : Had it been tied round with a String of any fort, it would
not have been fo ftrong. What was very particular in it was, that the

Neft was not built amongft fmall Twigs or Leaves, but upon the upper

Part of a Angle Branch, perfedly free from all Leaves or Twigs.

The Female lays Two fmall Eggs, fomewhat bigger than the largeft

Pea, and longer.

I have taken feveral young ones when fledged, and endeavoured to raife

them ; but never could efted: it ; for no Art can prepare a Liquid fo

nourifhing as that which the Parent Bird extracts from the Flowers.

l^he Small Yellow-bird.

^ fl H I S is a very fmall Bird, whofe Plumage hath a beautiful Mix-

\ ture of Yellow and Red, efpecially about the Head.

BIRDS 0/ PASSAGE.
WE cannot fufiiciently admire the Wifdom of Providence in en-

duing thefe with a Sagacity proper to know their ftated Seafons

to migrate from perhaps a colder Climate to warmer, or from a Scarcity

of Food in one Place to a Plenty in another, but more efpecially at the

approaching Seafon for breeding.

What afforded me this laft Hint, and induced me to believe, that their

Migration is chiefly about that Time, was, that fome Years ago there came
up
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up a prodigious Number of tliefe Birds late on Saturday Night, and

alighted on a fmall Spot of Pafture-Land : A neighbouring Conftable pre-

vented their being difturbed on Sunday^ during which time they were ob-

ferved to be almofl; inceffantly treading.

Their Flight is always from the South-weft towards the Eaft : But

what feems moft furprifing is, that they diredl their Courfe, unvaried, and

unbyaffed either by contrary Winds or Storms, over wide-extended Oceans,

reaching yearly to their refpedive Stations, with an Exadtnefs fcarce credi-

ble to an heedlefs Obferver
\

tho', after the moft diligent Search into the

anatomical Strudure of their Bodies, there can be found no Analogy be-

tween their feveral Organs, and thofe defigned in the human Species, for

thofe exalted Ends of Thinking, and providently Reafoning.

Therefore the fublimeft Genius muft, with Humility, own, that we
k72civ but m Part ; and that by fearching we cannot (till God is pleafed

farther to unveil his now fecret, tho' always wife Ends) find out the

Caufes and EfFedls of feveral Fhaijomena^ which future Ages may pofli-

bly difcover.

Moft of thefe Birds of Paflage never fail to appear here between the

Nineteenth and the Twenty-feventh of Augujl^ efpecially if it be then

wet Weather ; but if about that time it is very dry, the greateft Part of
them are feen to fly very high, and to keep their dired Courfe towards

the Eaft
\

and, as Milton exprefles it,

^ In Figure wedge their TVay^

hitelligent of Seafons ; andfet forth
Their airy Caravan, high over Seas

Flying, and over La?ids ; (with mutual Wing
Fafing their Flight : Sofleers the prudent Crane

Her annualVoyage, borne on Winds : The Air

Floats as they pafs, fannd with unnumber d Flumes.

The Wild Wood-Pigeon.

TH I S is about the Bignefs of an Houfe-Pigeon.

The Head is of a blackifti Colour
;
and, from the under Bill to the

Breaft, of a light Moufe-colour ; from thence to the Belly and the under
Part of the Tail, of an Afh-colour ; the upper Side of the Neck, Back,
and Wings, of a dark Afh-colour, growing lighter towards the Extremi-
ties of the Wings.

Thefe come hither, tho' in no great Number, about the latter End of
July or Augufl^ always alighting upon Trees, and feeding upon the Ber-

ries of them.

7^^
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"The Wild-Duck.

TH E very few that migrate to this Ifland, of this Kind, are of the

fame Make and Species with thofe in R?igland.

The Teal.
A S this differs Httle, or not at all, from thofe in E?tgland, it will not

-^J^ be neceffary to give a particular Defcription of it.

It will be fufficient to obferve, that in England they are feen every

Winter, tho' hither they come but once a Year, and very few in Num-
ber ; and fome Years there are none at all.

T'he Crooked-bill Curlieu.

THE Bills of every Species of Curlieus are fomewhat crooked ; but

of this more than any other : From thence therefore it derived

its Name.
Its Bill is about Five Inches long ; the Head fmall, in proportion to

the Body ; the Neck long and flender ; as are likevvife the Legs.

Its Feet have each Three Toes before, and One behind.

The Feathers of the Head, Neck, Back, and Wings, are thickly

fpeckled with blackifh, ruffet, and white Spots.

The Length from the Tip of the Bill to the End of the Tail is Eleven

Inches ; and from the Extremity of each Wing, extended, Fifteen Inches.

It weighs, when fat, about Three Quarters of a Pound, and fometimes

more.

This, among the reft of the Birds of PafTage, vifits this Ifland in the lat-

ter End of July and Auguft \
efpecially if we have any Southerly Winds,

and rainy Weather, at that time.

The Shivering Curlieu.

THESE, as well as moft other Curlieus, often come over in great

Flocks.

They are next in Bignefs to the Crooked-bill Curlieus, having their

Feathers on the Back, Breaft, and Tail, of a brownifh Red, ilightly

ftreaked with Black.

The Stone Curlieu.

THIS is fomewhat fmaller than the laft defcribed, and marked with

larger and blacker Spots upon the Back, having Hkewife fome of the

Pen-feathers in their Wings, as well as fome of the Tail-feathers white.

Thefe feed moft com.monly on the Sea-fliore ; and therefore have a

Tafte fomewhat fifhy.

X 7^
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7>6^ Black-breast Plover.

TH O' all the Species of Plovers, that make their periodical Vifits to

this Illand, are more orlefs fpeckled ;
yet as this is more remarkably

fo, and as they are by far more numerous than any other Species, I fhall

begin with its Defcription.

The Length of this from the Tip of the Bill, which is about an Inch

long, to the End of the Tail, is Nine Inches ; and the Breadth over the

Wings, extended. Eighteen.

The Head is fomewhat large, in proportion to its Body.

The whole Bird is fpeckled all over with white and black Spots.

7>&^ Ring-necked Plover*

'T'HIS is much lefs than the Sandy-breaft; and derives its Name from a

white Ring incircling its Neck.

The Colour of the Feathers upon the Back is not fo much fpeckled as

the large Plover already defcribed.

This, as well as the other Plovers, has no hinder Claw \ fo that they

cannot alight upon Trees.

The Sandy-breast Plover.

'T'HIS differs chiefly from that already defcribed, by being fomewhat

fmaller, and the Colour of its Breaft not fpeckled, as in the former,

but of a pale White.

The Head of this is fomewhat lefs than the other, and more propor-

tionable to its Body.

Theylikewife come fomewhat later to thelfland than thelpeckled Sort.

This is about Eight Inches long from the Bill to the End of the Tail,

and Sixteen over the Wings, extended.

Of the Mo PUSES.

THERE are three Sorts of thefe, diftinguifhed into the Large and

Small, and the Hiding Mopus.

The latter, which is the biggeft, derives its Name from its immediately

concealing itfelf, as foon as it alights, in fwampy wet Places, amongft

Ruflies or Sedge-grafs ; nor will they attempt to riie, till you come very

near them. Their Bill is Two Inches long ; from this to the Extremity

of the Tail is Ten Inches ; and over the Wings, extended. Fourteen.

The Feathers upon the B^k are of a reddifh Brown, marked lengthways

with black Lifts.

The Two other Kinds of Mopufes are leffer than this, differing not in

Colour, or in fcarce any other Circumftance, except that thefe do not

conceal themfelves, but alight often in open Grounds, and in Flocks.

He
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The Long-Legs.

rH E S E are diftinguiflied into the large and the fmall Kind, both dif-

fering from the Plover, in having a hind Claw.

The largeft, which is called the Cacklmg Plover
y

weighs often near

Seven Ounces.

They derive their Name from the Length of their Legs. '<

Nature hath given thefe, as well as all other Birds that feek their Food in

muddy wet Skirts of Ponds, long Legs, Necks, and Bills, thefe being ab-

folutely necefTary in fuch a Situation \ their Legs to prevent their finking

in the Mud ; and the Length of their Bills enabling them to penetrate deep

into the Mire, in Search of Worms and Fifh, which are their Food.

"The Great Snipe.
'

I
'"HERE are feveral Species of Snipes^ that come in the wet Sea-

-- fons to this Ifland.

Thefe are diftinguifhed by many uncertain and different Names, as

well as Marks ; tho* the real Difference between fo many is but fmall.

I fhall therefore reduce them into the large and fmall Sort.

I'he Little Snipe.

THIS is likewife called a Nit.

The Name was perhaps given them from their very diminutive Size,

when out ofFeathers ; for they then feldom weigh above two Ounces each.

A few of thefe are to be feen here in every Month of the Year, with-

out any Regard to the periodical Seafon.

They are of a greyifh Colour, fpeckled with Black upon the Back

and Wings, and the Breaft and Belly of a whitifh Colotir.

Their Length from the Tip of the Bill to the Feet, extended, is Six

Inches
;
and, over the Wings, Nine.

Thefe feed generally about the Skirts of Ponds.

OF
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O F

FLYING INSECTS.
H O' unthinking and incurious People may look upon thefe

to be the moft ufelefs Part of the Animal Creation
;
yet,

upon a narrow Infpe£lion into the Ufe of every Species, we
find a providential Defign, in not only their Make and Qua-
lities, but likewife in the Time and Seafon of their Appear-

ance, which never happens till fo late in the Spring, that he, who filleth

every thing living with Plenteoufnefs^ hath provided them with Leaves of

Trees, their proper Food, whilft in their reptile State.

They likewife at that Seafon (except what Providence referves to con-

tinue and propagate the Species) become exceedingly ufeful, being then

the deftined neceffary Food of young Birds.

But, when thefe crawlingWorms come to their full Growth, they Ipin;

and, after a wonderful manner, inwrap themfelves in a Tomb of their

own making.

Here they reft for a while
;
and, in a fhort time after, they break thro'

this temporary Prifon, and become Butterflies.

In this State, decked in all the gaudy Pride of Colours, they wanton in

the Air ;
and, by their carelefs irregular Flights, feem to have fcarce any

other Bufinefs in Life, but fportive Diverflons. This perhaps may be in-

tended by Providence to make Amends for the fhort Duration of their

Exiftence.

Flies, Lkewife, efpecially thofe of the fmaller Kind, are a very ufeful

Part of the Creation
;

efpecially as they are in the Summer Seafon the moft
common Food of Frefh-water Fifti.

T'he Large Black Bee.

HTHIS is the largeft that we have here of the Bee-kind. The Head
is large and flattifh.

The lower Part of it, fomewhat about the Mouth, is provided with a
ftrong Forceps : With this it makes deep Holes in feveral Kinds of dry

foft
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foft Timber, which ferve as a Shelter from the Weather, as well as Nefts

to depoflt their Honey, and rear their Young in.

In the upper Part of the Mouth there is a Dart, or rather ProbofciSy

pointing perpendicularly downwards : This is about a Quarter of an Inch

long, black and fhining ; and, as the above-mentioned Nippers or For-

cipes were defigned to bore Holes in Trees, fo this, by being divided, or

capable of opening as a Forceps^ may perhaps be defigned to take and
kill its Prey ; for I always found their oppolite Sides to be hollow, capa-

ble of retaining the Juices of their Prey, with this additional Conveniency,

that, from the Centre between thefe Two Clafpers, darts out a bearded

reddifh Tongue.

Its Eyes, which areTwo, are fmall, fhining, and hemifpherical, fituated

near the upper Part of the Head, for the Conveniency of feeing before, as

well as behind.

Below thefe ftand Two Horns, or Feelers, of about an Inch long.

The Back is black and fhining, joined by a fl:rong Ligament to the

domeny which is made up of Six Annuity or Se6]:ions.

The Rapidity of its Flight depends upon Four gloffy Wings.

The Body, likewife, when upon the Ground, is fupported by Eight

fhaggy, or rather hairy Legs, each ending in a Claw or Fork. The Two
hindermofl and oppofite Legs being the longeft, thefe about the Thighs
are generally loaded with a granulated yellow Subflance, Hke Bees-bread.

The Extremity of the Abdomen is guarded with a black Bee-Hke Sting.

This Bee makes an humming Noife as it flies.

^he Mastich-fly.

TH I S is about an Inch and a Quarter long, and of a glofly purple

Colour, inchnable to a Green.

It hath Two Feelers, each Five Inches long. It derives its Name from

the Tree it feeds upon.

Tthe CocK-RocH.

^ I 'HE Body of this Fly is near an Inch long, and fomewhat flattifh,

and of a very dark SnufT-colour.

It lays many fmall brownifh Eggs.

It flies about in the Evenings, efpecially in wet Weather, and gene-

rally into the Houfes, where they breed, and are very troublefome, being

voracious of mofl kinds of drefTed Victuals, as well as deflru£tive to Cloaths,

Books, or any kind of Paper, by gnawing it to Pieces ; befides they are very

offenfive, by the flinking Smell they leave behind upon every thing they

touch, efpecially Meat ; So that the Words of Virgil may be juflly applied

to thefe :

Diripiuntque dapes^ contaEluque omnia fcedant

Immundo,

Y The
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The beft Method of deftroying them is to grind to Powder the Back-

bone of a Gar-fifh, and then mix it with fomething that they Hke beft to

feed upon : If they eat of this Mixture, they generally die.

It is faid, that the ^bdofnen^ boiled in Oil, and poured into the Ear,

cures the Patient of any aching or throbbing Pain.

The F1RE-FLY5 or Jack Lantern.

THESE Flies, which are of the Glow-worm Kind, are in great

Number in North-America upon the Continent ; but in the

warmer Climates fo very rare, that I have never feen any in this lHand

;

tho' I am credibly informed, that they are fometimes to be found here.

"The Knocker.

THIS Fly is fomewhat larger and blacker than a Cock-Roch • and

derives its Name from the tinkling Noife it makes.

The Head and Back are hard and fhining ; the former divided from
the latter by a broad clofe Joint.

As it bends its Head backward, the upper Joint falls as a regular

Spring into the Socket of the lower ;
and, when it bows its Head for-

ward, it opens with a fharp tinkling Note, as the Spring of the out-

ward Cafe of a Vv^atch, when prefled.

T'he Hard-back.

THIS Fly is about half an Inch long, having a very fmall Head,

provided with Two fmall Feelers.

Its Eyes are round, black, and fhining ; the Neck thick, and fpeckled

with White and Black : Its membranaceous Wings are defended with

Sheaths, or Shell-wings.

Without fuch a Covering, the exquifitely fine Texture of the Wings
would continually be liable to be torn by the leaft Touch of an harder

Subftance, fuch as the Blades of Canes, Corn, or the Branches of Trees.

Its Body is fupported by Six Legs : Each of thefe, near the Extremity,

is divided into Three clofe Joints, white, and flat underneath ; Thefe are

very finely crofs-indented, like the Surface of a File.

Befides, each Foot ends in a fharp, fomewhat crooked Point
;
by which

means it flrongly gralps its Prey.

Fiddlers.
^

I
^HIS Fly, in Shape, Colour, and Number of Legs, much refem-

bles a Cock-Roch, except that it is fmaller, and longer, in propor-

tion to its Bulk. It
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It is called a Fiddler from the flirill Noife it makes, when held and

fqueezed between the Fingers.

It generally flies about in the Evening.

T'he Cuckold-fly.

TH I S is of the Beetle-kind, of about half an Inch long, and of a

dark-red Colour.

The Back and Abdomen are covered with a Pair of hard Wings, or

rather Covers for its membranaceous Wings, which are large, and of an

elegant fine Texture. The Head, Neck, Abdomen^ are clofely joined

together.

It is fupported by Four Legs on each Side ; and flies chiefly in the

Dusk of the Evening.

I'he Carrion or Flesh-fly,

THIS is the fame with the common Carrion-fly in England ; at

leafl:, it differs in no material Circumfl:ance.

I'he Mason-fly.

IT is called a Mafon^ from the great Quantity of Mire and Morter

which it carries into Houfes and elfewhere, wherewith to build its

Nefts, which it generally does on the Cielings, or the Roofs.

In thefe Nefl:s, which are above an Inch long, they lay Two or Three

Eggs ; and then carry in a great Number of young Spiders ; and after-

wards clofe up the Entrance into the Nefl:s with Clay.

From each Egg, thus depoflted, there is in time hatched a fmall white

Maggot, which feeds upon the Spiders, till it comes to its AureUa-^2Xt :

Then they fpin and w^rap themfelves up in a tough Bag, or Web, till

they turn into young Mafons.

I'he Bat-fly.

TH E Original of this is a Tobacco or a Fig-tree Worm ; for this,

after its Aurelia-^diX.'t^ turns into this Fly, which is about an Inch

and a Quarter long.

The Head is guarded with a Pair of Horns, or Feelers, finely indented,

about Three Quarters of an Inch in Length.

Its Two Eyes are large, fpherical, and black.

The Back, as well as the Abdo77ien^ which is divided into Six Afinuli^

is of a reddifli-vellow Colour, covered with a foft whitifh Down.
It



Natural Hiftory of the Book III.

It hath Two Pair of membranaceous Wings, the upper by far larger

than the under.

From its Mouth it darts a twirling Probofcis, with which it fucks the

Honey-dew from moft Flowers, but efpecially from Nightlhade-flowers.

Its Legs are Four, Two on each Side.

If kept confined in a Box, or otherwife, it turns from a Fly-bat into

a long black Worm, fuch as is found in the Earth in Potato-ground.

The BuoNAvisTA Chink.

THIS is a fmall green flattifli Fly, which generally feeds upon the

green Pods of Buonavifta ; and fmells, when killed, like a Bug.

It is very deftrudive to feveral Kinds of Pulfe.

Tthe Pond-fly.,

' I ' HIS is an Inch and an half long, and of different Colours.

^ The Head, near the Mouth, is of a light Sea-green.

The Mouth is provided with Two Pair of Nippers, or Forcipes^ with

which it deftroys its Prey.

The Eyes, being Two, are very large, prominent, and fhining ; and of

an oval Form.

The Head is fixed to the Body by a very flender Ligament.

'

Its Breaft is likewife very prominent, as well as the oppofite Part of the

Back high and convex ; the upper Part of which fjiipports Four narrow

membranaceous Wings.

The whole Body is flrait, about an Inch long, and ends in a forked

Tail, which is alternately fpotted with Green and Black.

It hath Six Legs, the hindermofl: by far the longeft ; the lower Part

of each being thickly covered with ftiff Hairs, the Extremity of each

Foot being forked.

The Wings above-mentioned are narrow, and a full Inch long ; the

Texture refembling a Sea-feather, but infinitely finer.

The PoPE-FLY.
np HIS Infe(fh is better known to the Inhabitants, by the great Deftru-

dion it caufes in almofl: every fort of Grain, than by its Shape ; for

it fpares neither Pulfe nor Grain of any kind, if they have been for any
confiderable time gathered in.

Hov/ever, in general^ they rcfemble a Wevil in their Make.

The Locust, called here, the Afli-coloured Gr ashoppers
'

J^'
H I S is about Two Inches long.

Its Eyes are black and oval.

The Head is provided with Two hairy Feelers, and is covered, as

far as the Back, with an hard unpliable Cowl, fbeaked with Ruffet and
Black. Its
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Its Wings are large, in proportion to the Body ; and of a greyifli-ruffct

Colour.

The Body is fupportcd by Three Pair of Legs ; tlic hinder, with which

he fprings or jumps, are about Two Inches and an half long.

The Thighs, which are of a ruffet Colour, finely poliflied, and ftained

with black Lifts, extending lengthways, are of an hexagonal Form ;

and the Legs are elegantly fluddcd with a great many white fmall

Prickles, fet on, like the Teeth of a Saw, alternately.

This Kind of Grafhopper is generally to be feen among the Blades of

Sugar-canes ;
and, when the Guiney Corn is ripe, they feed much upon it.

The moft ignorant and fuperftitious of the Inhabitants are very appre-

henfive of fome approaching Illnefs to the Family, whenever they fly

into their Houfes in the Evening, or in the Night.

There were bred, or came to the Ifland, fuch vaft Swarms of thefe in

the Year 1734-5. that they deftroyed almofl: every green tender Plant.

So great was the Deflrudion that they caufed, efpecially among the

Potato-Vines, upon whofe Roots the poor People chiefly fubfifl:, and fuch

the Scarcity of Food, occafloned thereby, efpecially in St. Philip's

Parifh, that there was a Colledion made for the Suflcrers thro' the reft of

the Ifland. Thefe difler not in their Make from the Locufl:s that are to

be feen in the Repofltories of the Curious.

Ty6^ Green Grashopper.

TH I S is fomewhat lefs than the Afli-coloured Grafhopper already

defcribed j but differs in no other material Circumflance.

I'he Black-spotted Butterfly.

TH I S is larger than any hereafter defcribed.

Its Wings have a few pale-red and whitifh Spots intermixed

with the Black.

The Greenish-yellow Butterfly.

np HIS is about Three-quarters of an Inch long.

The Back is covered with a foft greenifh Down.
The yJbdomen is divided into feveral A?inuU^ or Se(5i:ions, tho' fcarce

perceivable.

Its Aiiteiin^ are about half an Inch long, and its Legs Six in Number.

It hath Four very thin membranaceous Wings, covered v\'ith a fine,

yellow Mealinefs.

This mealy Dufl:, when viewed thro' a Microfcope, appears to be fo

many regular Quills, feathered with the utmoft Exadnefs and Proportion.

Z The
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The Body of this, as well as of the following ones, is decked with a

Profufion of Beauty : And all, in the Words of the great Milton^

------- wave their limber Fans

For Wings, andfmallejl Linea^nents, exaSi

In all the Livries decKd of Summer s Pride,

With Spots of Gold a?id Purple^ Azure and Green,

Should any one impertinently ask. What Ufe thefe are of in the Crea-

tion ? it may be anfwered, in the Words of the ingenious Mr. Ray, that

they are defigned ad orftatum univerf, &^ ut hominibusfpeSiaculo fint ; ad

rura illuflranda, velut tot braBe^e, injervientes, ^ds enim eximiam earum

pulcritudinem &^ varietatem contemplans mira voluptate non afficiatur f

^uis tot colorum &^ fchematum elegantias naturae ipfius ingenio excogitatas,

&^ c.rtificii penicillo depicias, cariofis oculis intuenSy divime artis vefligia eis

imprejjd non agjtofcat &^ mireiur ?

I'he White Butterfly.

THIS exadly refembles the laft defcribed, in every Particular,

except its Colour.

Thefe are chiefly to be feen flying about Ponds of ftagnated Water3

in the moft beaten Roads.

'The Dark-red black-spotted Butterfly, -

^
I

' HIS is about an Inch long, from the Head to the Tail.

^ Its Antenna are Three-quarters of an Inch long * and its Two
Eyes black, round, and fhining.

The Wings are of a dirty Red, irregularly impanelled with black

Lifts ; and the Margin or Border of each Wing much darker than the

reft ; and here-and-there adorned with many white Spots, as well as the

Head, Back, and Breaft.

The Abdomen is of a dark ferrugineous Colour, and compofed of

, Seven An?iuli.

"The Clinker, or Gully-bell.

THIS is of the Cricket-kind, and derives its Name from the tinkling

Noife it makes at Night, which much refembles the fhrill Note ot

any mufical Inflrument.

This Noife, which is repeated Three or Four times without ceaflng,

may, in a ftill Evening, be heard above an Hundred Yards offl

But as thefe Creatures live generally in inacceflible Gullies, they are

very feldom, if ever, caught ; and therefore their Shape is known but to

very few, much lefs the Caufe of fo furpriflng and regular a Note.
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l^he Long-spotted Fly or Lady-bird.

THIS Fly exceeds not half an Inch in Length.

Its Back and Head are finely fpotted with Red : The interme-

diate Spaces are of a ruffet Colour.

There is likewife a fmall red Lady-bird generally to be fccn upon
Ochra-leaves.

The Golden Lady-bird.

THIS very beautiful Infed is very feldom feen.

It is about the Bignefs of the lafl: defcribed.

Its Head, Wings, and Feet are, as it were, covered with burnifhcd

Gold.

The Cane-fly,

TH I S is a fmall whitifh Fly, with Two membranaceous Wings.

It is chiefly to be feen among thick-planted ripe Canes

.

The Corn-fly.

THIS is a fmaller Fly than the lafl:, and is to be feen hovering ovei*

Heaps of Guiney Corn, when in the Granaries.

Its Colour is much the fame as that of the laft-mentioned.

The MlTSCHETTO-FLY.

'T^HIS derives its Name (vom Mufca, a general Name in th& Latin
Language for a Fly.

Perhaps the Name of Merry-nio'mg^ applied to another Fly, from the

Noife it makes with its Wings, would be more properly applied to this,

if the Acceptation of the Word had not rendered it almoft uni\'erfal, at

leaft among Englijh Writers.

Wevils.

THIS is fo commonly found in decayed Corn and Flour in every

Part of the World, that it fcarce deferves a particular Defcription.

It is a black fcaly Fly, of near a Quarter of an Inch long.

The Merry-Wing.

' I 'HIS is a very minute Fly, very troublefome, efpecially in calm
^ Mornings and Evenings, to thofe Inhabitants who live on a fandy

Soil near the Sea,

They
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They feem to be exactly of the fame Species with the Gnat in England,

They fwarm upon the Face and Hands, as well as upon every other

Part of the Skin expofed to the Air; and almoft in an Inftant dart a fmall

Probofcis from their Mouths, and penetrate fo deep as to draw Blood,

leaving generally an angry little Tumor behind.

As the Wind rifes, they are no more to be feen, except behind Doors or

Window-fhutters, till the PvCturn of the calm Mornings or Evenings, not

being able to ftand againft the Wind that blov/s in the Day-time.

0/ REPTILES and INSECTS.

THE former are denominated from their creeping or crawling upon

their Bellies, either with Feet, as the Caterpillers, or without

Feet, as the Snakes and Earth-worms.

The latter are likewife generally divided into Aquatic and Terreftrial.

Thefe, tho' often vile in Appearance, yet all of them, in their feve-

ral Ranks and Stations, proclaim aloud the Wifdom and Power of their

Creator.

Their Variety, their Difpofitions, their Sagacity, their Policy, their In-

duftry, the wonderful Proportion of their Organs, the Delicacy of their

Strudure, and a Thoufand other Curiofities, obfervable in every Species,

are Matter of wonderful Delight and Pleafure to a curious and inquifitive

Genius : But, were we able to examine them in a nearer View ; could we
be capable of knowing all the direct Purpofes of infinite Wifdom in their

Creation, in the Relation they bear, and the harmonious Proportion

they ftand in, to the univerfal Syftem ; it would afford us endlefs Matter of

Aftonifhment and Surprize, as well as of religious Reverence and Ado-
ration to their omnipotent Creator.

Tho' fmall and contemptible they appear to us, they are really formed

with the moft exquihte Symmetry, the moft delicate Proportion. An
attentive Eye, affifted with the Ufe of Microfcopes, difcovers in them
aftonifhing Mai'ks of Wifdom, arming, cloathing, and accommodating

them with all the Inftruments and Faculties neceffary to their Condition.

T'he SiNTAKE.

WE have but one Species of the Snake-kind in this Iftand, of which
I have not feen above Seven in Seven Years.

The largeft that I faw was not above Three Feet long.

They are not at all hurtful, except to young Pigeons and Poultry, or

fmall Birds, Mice, &^c.

I cannot here omit a remarkable Inftance of Superftition of a Negro7
with regard to one of thofe Snakes.

A Man
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A Man who had killed one of thcfc, happened to be afflicted with the

Rheiimatifm foon after, efpecially in his Arm : He then immediately con-

cluded, that it was a Punifhment upon him for killing the Snake : He
pcrfiiaded himfelf, that the different Degrees of Intenfenefs of the Pain

he felt in his Arms, were exactly in proportion to the Pain he gave the

Snake. It hath been his Cuftom ever fince, by way of Atonement, to

feed all the Snakes that come near his Hut, with fome Offals of his Re-
pafl, and Water ;

efpecially the latter, which he daily puts in the moft

likely Place for them to find.

l^he Forty-Legs.

T^^H 1 8 takes its Name from the Number of its Feet, being every way
A much of the fame Make with what we call in England Multipes, or

Ce77tipes ; but thofe here are far larger, being fometimes Four Inches

lono-.

The Back is of a dark Copper^ fcaly and jointed, the feveral Annuli
being equal in Number to the oppofite Feet.

The Head is guarded with a Pair of hairy Feelers, and a ftrong For-

ceps : This they can open or extend above a Quarter of an Inch wide,

and again clofe it very nimbly together, either to hold its Prey, or annoy
its Enemy.

The Forty-Legs often lay above an Hundred fmall white Eggs, which are

depofited in an Hole in the Ground, generally under a loofe Stone : Round
thefe the Female coils herfelf, until they are hatched : If at that time fhe

is diflurbed, fhe immediately fwallows her Young.

The old ones, among other things, feed upon young Cock-Roches
and Spiders.

The Bite of a Forty-Leg is very painful for at leaft an Hour, or feme-
times a great deal longer.

There are fome of thefe Vermin that are flightly tinged with a bluifh

Colour: Thefe are fmaller than the above-mentioned, and more poifonous.

The Forty-Legs in Surinam are a great deal larger than what are bred

in Barbados. Of this we may fee an Inftance in the Repofitory of the

Royal Society.

"The Indian-root Caterpiller.

T^"^ HIS Worm feeds upon the Leaves of that Plant which we call here

the I?2dia?i Root.

It is generally about Two Inches long.

Its Head is guarded with Two black foft Horns or Feelers, of about a

Quarter of an Inch long.

The different Annuli^ or Joints of the Back, are ftreakcd with yel-

lowifh and whitifh Lifts. The Tail-part hath likewife a black Pair of

Feelers, or Horns.

This from its Aurelia-RaiQ turns into a reddilh Butterfly.

A a 7^5
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l^he Field Cricket.

TH I S is about Three-quarters of an Inch long, and of a dark-brown

Colour ; the Head and Body clofely joined together.

Its Two Eyes are oval and prominent.

From under thefe rife Two half-inch long hairy Feelers.

The Abdomen is divided into many AnnuU ; and from its Extremity

iffues a Spear of half an Inch long, and on each Side of it Two other

fhorter Darts.

Its Two upper brown fhining Wings, or rather Coverings, guard Two
other membranaceous ones.

Its Legs are Six in Number, Three on a Side ; the hinder Pair being

ftrong, and of a great Length, in proportion to the reft : The fmaller

Parts of this Pair are thickly and regularly ftudded with fmall fharp

Teeth, like thofe of a Saw.

The Breaft and Thighs are of a dark-yellowifh Colour.

What is moft remarkable in this kind of Cricket is, that it not only

produces its own Likenefs from Eggs ; but that it gives Birth alfo to an-

otherAnimal, quite different in its Nature from the Cricket itfelf : For the

fmall wriggling Worms, which are about Seven or Eight Inches long, and

often to be feen in ftanding Water, and by the Vulgar fuppofed to be ani-

miated Horfehair, and therefore called Horfehair Snakes ; thefe are evi-

dently propagated by Crickets ; fince they are found in them, and have

been often obferved to be voided by them (when fit to fhift for themfelves)

thro' the A7ms : Thefe afterwards are cherifhed by the Heat of the Sun,

and grow to the Length above-mentioned, and I fuppofe lay Eggs before

they die.

Thefe may be, and, in all Probability, are, picked up by the Crickets,

whofe Bodies prove a proper Nidus for them : By this very furpriling

foftering Care is this Species preferved.

Thefe Crickets are generally to be met with under loofe Stones, and

Clods of Earth \ and are much coveted by Poultry of every Kind.

Ithe Ash-coloured, Sickly Cricket.

^ I ^HIS is near One-third larger, efpecially in the Length of its Legs,

than either the Field, or the Houfe-Cricket ;
and, if purfued, fecures

itfelf more by running, than by taking ftarting Leaps, which is always the

Refuge of the Two other Sorts ; tho' this, if in Danger, faves itfelf at

laft by the fame Method.

This Kind makes a difagreeable fcreaking Noife ; and fome of the In-

habitants are fo weak as to believe, that, when their unwelcome Sound is

heard in their Houfes, it is an Omen of Death to fome of the Family.

The
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The House-Cricket.

THIS differs very little, if any thing, in Shape, from the Field-Cricket

already defcribed, except that the Noife it makes is loud and pur-

When they make this Noife, I have obferved their Pofition to be land-

ing very upright upon their Legs, with their Wings extended archwife,

the middle Part fvvelling from their Bodies, and their Extremities touch-

ing them near the lower Part of the Abdoine?i.

T'he Fly-Catcher.

HIS is of the Spider-kind, differing from it chiefly by a Pair of i^jr-

cipes^ which rife from each Side of the Neck.

It hath Four Le^s on each Side.

They jump or dart forward often full Ten Inches, to feize the Flies,

which are their Prey.

T'he House-Spider.

TH I S is a dark-brown hairy Spider, having a large Head joined to

the Abdomen by a flender Ligament.

The Body is fupported by Eight Legs ; the Two foremofl: extending

above Two Inches afunder.

Near the Mouth come out Two fhort, tho' ftrong. Feelers.

It carries its Young in a white fmall Bag under its Belly.

Tho' the Sight of thefe Spiders is not agreeable
;
yet are they fen'ice-

able in Houfes, by deftroying Cock-Roches, which are both offen-

fi\'e by their Smell, and deftrudive to Victuals, Cloaths, and Books.

I'he Field-Spider.

'^J^
HIS very much refembles thofe of the fame Species in E?igla?id.

7J&^ Fl AT-B ack'd Spider.

TP HIS, in the Number of its Legs, and the Make of its Forceps, re-

fembles the Italian Tarantula
;
differing chiefly in the Number of its

Eyes, which in the latter are Eight, in the former Two.
The Bite of this is very near as painful as the Stinging of the Surinam

Scorpion, cauflng an immediate Swelling, with acute throbbing Pain,

which continues for feveral Hours without Intermiffion.

The Golden Spider.

nPHIS is called the Golden Spider^ from the bright Gold-colour Lifts,

with which its Legs, and fome Part of the Body, are marked.

It
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It fpins its Web in the open Air, generally, among the Branches of the

large American Torch-thiftle.

T'he Slender-legg'd Spider.

THIS fpins a Web, and very much refembles that fo often found'

among Hay or Stubble-ground in Englaitd^ in Harveft-time.

T'he PoTATO-l^OUSE.

TH I S is a fmall reddifh Infed, fcarce perceptible to the naked Eye

:

Yet, when viewed thro' a Microfcope, it is evident, that its exter-

nal and internal Parts, whether we confider the Difpofition of its Limbs,

or the curious inward Fabric of its Heart, Lungs, Veins, and Arteries, are

as regular, and as perfedl, as the largcft Elephant, or the huge Leviathan,

Had Plijiy known the Ufe of Microfcopes, with what greater Juftice,

Surprize, and Admiration, would he have faid. In mag?2is fiquidem corpo-

ribus facilis afficinafequaci jnateria fuit : in his tarn parvis^ atq\ ta7n nullis^

quce ratio
^
quanta vis^ quam inexplicabilis perfe&io [$) !

The Indian Corn-Worm.

THIS is a fhort thick Worm, preying upon the Pith in the Infide

of the Stalk, and by this means rendering the Ear at the Top very

imperfect, having fcarce any Grain on it.

The Earth-Worm.

'Jp
HIS differs, at leafi: to the naked Eye, in nothing from the Earth-

Worms in E?igland.

The Ground-Ass, or the Lion-Pismire.

'jpH IS is of the Colour of an Hog-Loufe; in Length about a Quarter of

an Inch.

The Back is convex, not ill refembling the Back of a Tortoife in

Miniature ; but fomewhat longer in proportion.

The Head is fmall and long, when compared to the Bulk of the Body.

This is fupported by Six Legs, the Pair next the Shoulder being the

longeft.

What is moft remarkable in this Animal, is its Motion, which is always

retrograde • and this not by walking, but by quick Starts, Ipringing back.

Thefe generally live in very loofe Duft or Sand, under Logs of Wood
of fuch Coverings : In thefe Places they artfully make a circular Hole of

about
{5) Pliny, Lib. XI. Cap. 11.
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about an Inch Diameter, of a Funnel-fhape ; in the Centre of wliich

this Creature lies unfeen, watchfully waiting for his Prey.

As foon as an Ant, or fonietimcs a Fly, walks upon or near tlie cir-

cular Brink of this Hole, the Lion-Pifmire either fees his Prey, or more
probably hath Notice of it, by fome Grains of Dufl falling to the Centre :

He then, by a fudden Start, at the Bottom, undermines the dufty Sides of

the whole Fabric : Then the Prey upon the Brink falls precipitately, with

the falling Duft of this fhelving Funnel, into the Centre : Whilft the Prey

is thus immerfed in Duft, he ceafes his Work, and devours it ; and foon

after repairs to his Cell, and lies concealed like a Spider in the Centre of

it, till the next Prey calls him forth to repeat his unhofpitable Talents.

This Animal is well defcribed in SpcBacle de la NatfAre,

The Wood-Ants.

THE Wood-Ants are the moft pernicious of all otiiers, being fo

very deftrudive to Timber of moft forts, that, if not prevented,

they will in a few Years time deftroy the whole Roof of an Houfe, efpeci-

ally if it be foft Timber.

They have likewife caufed great Lofles to Shopkeepers, by boring

Holes thro' whole Bales of Linen, as well as Woolen Cloths.

They are very expeditious in building their Nefts, which are long hol-

low Tubes, the OutUde being an Incruftation of a gritty clayey Matter.

The Method of deftroying them is, to make a fmall Hole near the up-

per End of the Nefts, and pour into it a little Arfenic, which generally

kills thofe that are prefent ; and the reft, that follow, eat up the Carcafes

of the ftain, and almoft inftantly fwell, burft, and die.

I'he Great-headed Ant.

'^J^
H E Head of this (which is joined to the Body by a fmall Ligature)

is very large, in proportion to the Bulk of the Body.

It no-way differs from the laft defcribed, but by the Bignefs of its Head,

from whence it derived its Name.

T'he Small Red Ant.

TH I S is a very fmall Ant : Yet the Part of the Skin it bites conti-

nues painful for near Four Hours afterwards.

If thefe areUkewife killed, and rubbed upon the Skin, they raife aBlifter.

The Bodies of thefe Ants are thickly covered with fharp fine-pointed

Briftles, imperceptible to the naked Eye.

The Stinging Ant.

THIS appears to be the fame with what is to be feen in England in

the Summer Seafon in moft Pafture-Lands.

B b He
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Ithe Horse-Ant.

THIS is the largeft-lized Ant, and is often to be met with both

within and without Doors ; and hath nothing pecuHar in its Make
or Qualities.

l^he Sugar-Ant.

'^HIS is a fmall whitifh Ant, very fond of Sugar, or any fweet and

oily Liquids ; and confequently very troublefome to good Houfe-

wives, it being difficult to keep them from every kind of Vid:uals.

"The Winged Ant.

'^HO' there are fcarce any Nefts of Ants of any Kind but have fome
winged Ants among them, which are efteemjed the She-Ants

;

yet, when we fpeak of thefe as diftindt from the feveral other already de-

fcribed, we may obferve, that they generally live under-ground, and are

feldom feen to come out of their Holes but in rainy Weather.

^e Land-Snail.

'T^H E S E are generally of an Afh-colour, or black : The latter is rather

a Diftindion of Age than Species.

Thefe are chiefly to be feen among green Herbage, efpecially Potato-

Vines.

7>6^ Small Spiral Snail.

'^HESE are not above half an Inch long, very /lender, and fharp-

pointed.

The Colour of the Shell is of a ruflet Grey.

They are often found cleaving to the Bark of large Cotton-trees.

"fhe Dung-Snail.

'Y^H E S E are very fmall, and refemble, iu Appearance, a flat crufly

Wart, or fome fuch Excrefcence.

The fmall Part is very foft, when compared to any other of the Snail-

kind.

The Inflde likewife is of a tough, reddifli. Jelly-like Conflfl:ence.

They flick to, feed upon, and thus dcftroy, feveral Kinds of fucculent

Vines, efpecially the Granadillo-Vines.

HAVI N G now taken a View of the Brute-Animal Part of the Crea-

tion, let us turn our Thoughts to the great Author of all Beings
;

and gratefully acknowlege his Bounty, in making Man the Lord over

the Whole : Let us admire that Wifdom, which is always prefent to every

one of them, fupports and governs them.

And
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And left, upon Comparifon with their fuppofcd Meannefs, we fhould

think too highly of our own Knowlege ; left our fcanty Portion of Wif-

dom and Power make us vain ; let us make a Comparifon between our-

felves and our Creator.

After this Survey we fhall find very little Occafion of Boafting ; we
ftiall find, that our greateft Knowlege is but fplendid Ignorance ; and

that we fee no farther than the Surface and the Outfide of Things, as

directed by the general Laws of Motion. All beyond this is mere Guefs-

work, Conje£i:ure, and Uncertainty.

Let the wifeft Man go out of himfelf, and furvey the immenfe Extent

of Nature, the Variety of its Works, the Regularity of its Motions, and

the Harmony of Providence ; and let him ferioufly pronounce, how little

is his real Knowlege, how great his Ignorance !

Let him take a Profpedl of the vaft Dimenfions of thofe aftonifhing

Heaps of Matter, that lie within the Reach of his Scnfes : Let him con-

fider the ftupendous Motion that agitates the vaft Mafs of Matter, and

whirls about the numberlefs Bodies, that take their Courfes thro' the un-

meafurable Space ; and carry his Thoughts into that Immenfity, where

Imagination itfelf can find no Limits : Let him confider that infinite

Duration, which is before and after him ; and, finding his own Life in-

cluded in it, let him obferve the little Scantling of it, that falls to his

Share.

It is juft to acknowlege (what hath been undefignedly omitted), that

Ibme of the above Refledlions, as well as Part of thofe in Page 88. are

owing to the learned Mr. Hildrop\ Works.

l^he End of the Third Book.

THE
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BOOK IV.

VE G ETAB LES.
N treating of thefe ufeful and beautiful Parts of the

Creation, I fliall take particular Notice of fuch as

are curious in their Make, or ufeful in their Phyfi-

cal, or other remarkable Qualities : And when I am
obliged to differ materially, or circumftantially,

from other Writers, it is with no other View but

that of difcovering the Truth ; and after the joint

laborious Inquiries of the paft, as well as the pre-

fent Age, into fo extenfive a Subjed, we may ftill

fay with Seneca^ Multa ve}tie?itis avi popuJus ignota nobis fciet. Multafe-
culis tunc^ cu?n memoria noflri exoleverity refervaiitur \ i. e. " Many are thofe

" Secrets which are hid inObfcurity from the prefent Age, and arereferved

" to blefs Pofterity with their Difcoveries."

In our Inquiries into this Part of the Creation, we fhall be entertained

with an agreeable Mixture of Knowlegc, Profit, and Plcafure. We fliall

C c find
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find every Individual replete with unerring Defign, Elegancy, and Wif-

dom, each contributing to the Harmony of the Whole.

The Eye is ravifhed with beholding the majeftic Height, and agreeable

Verdure, of fome ; whilfl: the Flowers of others delight us with their Pro-

fufion of Sweets, and varied Beauties :
" And, (6) could our Eyes attain

" to the Sight of the admirable Texture of the Parts, on which the fpe-

" cific EHfFerence in Plants depends, what an amazing and beautiful Scene
" of inimitable Embroidery fhould we behold ! What Variety of mafterly

" Strokes of Machinery ! What evident Marks of confummate Wifdom
fhould we be entertained with ! The little that we do know of their

" Make and Strudure is furprifing !

"

What Power lefs than Divine could provide them with fuch Number
and Variety of Veflels, endued with dilating and contrading Qualities,

capable, by Expanfion, to give room to the excrementitious Juices to fly

off, and by Contradion to force back their remaining unconcodled Paits

to be purified by a farther Circulation and Secretion

!

How greatly are we at a Lofs, even to conje(9:ure, much more explain,

how an Aloe-Plant, and a Sugar-Cane, tho* planted in the fame Tub of

Earth, and abforbing the fame common Juices ;
yet each fhall concod:

thefe juices, fo as to render them fuitable to their refpe£i:ive Natures \

the one producing a very fweet, the other the moft bitter of Juices

!

If from the amazing Strudure, and inimitable Beauty, of Plants, we
explore their other Ufcs, we fhall find their great Author's Bounty, not,

hke the Patriarch's, confined to one Blefling, but as boundlefs as the

World : Thefe are not only pleafant to the Eye, but good for Food.

The Delicacy and Poignancy of their Fruits, the Fragrancy of their Gums,
Oils, and Balfams, their healing Qualities, and the grateful Tafte of their

Juices in Liquors—all proclaim, that thefe are thy Works, O God ! and
convince us, that in Wifdom thou haft made them all.

As this Treatife, with regard to Vegetables, is confined within a narrow

Sphere, it cannot be fuppofed to comprife Rules for a regular Syftem of

Botany ; nor doth it therefore require me to defcend to every minute Cir-

cumftance necefiary, and expedled only to be expatiated upon by thofe

who undertake to write Botanic Syftems.

The Method I have taken, in clafiing the Plants by their Fruits, is, 1

hope, the fliortefl: and plaineft, and confequently the eafieft to be under-

ftood by common Readers.

It would perhaps feem an invidious Task every-where to particularize

many of thofc lefier Circumflances, wherein I am obliged to differ from
other Authors. Mr. Miller^ of Chelfea^ as far as he hath feen our Wefi^
India Plants, hath defcribed them with great Judgment and Accuracy.

As to my Wzjl-lndia Readers 5 when thefe fhall compare my Defcrip-

tions with the Originals, they muff do me and themfelves the Juftice to

choofe Specimens from perfed Plants, growing in fuch a Situation as they

naturally love : For the fame Species of Plants, which would flourifh, and

grow
(6) Vidt Dr. Veget. Stat.
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grow luxuriant, in a particular Soil, or in the. Shade, might perhaps be

fcarce kept alive, if too much expofcd to the Sun, or unnaturally fituated :

Nor are Specimens from Hot-houfes in cold Climates to be depended

upon ; for the Inconftancy of artificial Heat, caufmg fudden Tranfitions

from the required natural Degree of Heat to unnatural Cold, frequently

occalions great Alterations in them. This, among many other Inftances,

may be clearly feen in the irregular Growth of the Ainerican Torch in

mofi: Green-houfes.

And, indeed, after all our Accuracy, it mufl: be owned, that as the

Growth of Plants depends fo much, even in their natural Climates, upon
the different and uncertain Seafons of the Year, it would be more rafh

than judicious to pretend abfolutely to afcertain the determinate Size of

the Leaves, or the exad: Growth of any Species of Plants.

Nor is the Colour of the fame Plant always the fame. Thus the

young Leaves of the Sea-fide Grape are intircly red
; but, when old^ alto-

gether green, except the middle and tranfverfe Ribs.

It will likewife be of Ufe to obferve, that as, in the Infancy of fettling this

Ifland, Caprice and Chance had a greater Share, than Botanic Skill and

Judgment, in impofing Names upon our Vegetables ; feveral of our

Plants have many and different Names in different Parts of the Ifland.

With this Caution to my Readers, I fhall, I hope, not only myfelf

efcape the Charge of Omiflions, but they will likewife avoid that Con-
fufion, which would otherwife, in the Courfe of this Work, be almofi: un-

avoidable.

As to our feveral Trees, Shrubs, and Plants, that abound with Oil,

Gums, or Balfams ; the curious Inquirer mufl: likewife take Notice, that

thefe, generally fpeaking, are not to be expected but from Vegetables

that are full-grown, and at particular Seafons of the Year.

After all my expenfive Care and Trouble, and a ftridl Attachment to

Truth in all my Obfervations
;

yet I make no doubt but this Treatife

hath many unavoidable Imperfections. For, to fpeak with the Poet,

Whoever thinh a faultlefs Piece to fee^

^Thinks what neer waSj nor is, nor eer JJjall be.

Pope's Effay on Grit.
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Nuciferous TREES, SHRUBS, and PLANTS.

THO' thefe are not generally efteemcd among the mofl: delicious

Fruits ;
yet the Kernels of many of them arc not only agreeable

to the Tafte, but valuable alfo for the great Quantity of Oil they afford
;

nor are they defigned for the Ufe of Man only, but likewife to be the moft

common, and almoft the peculiar Food of a certain Species of (i ) Animals.

Thofe who think meanly of this, or any Part of the Creation, are ge-

nerally Men of narrow Conceptions, and fcanty Knowlege, which barely

skims over the Surface of Things

Hence arifes that partial Judgment, which would confine the Good-

nefs of God, as the (^2) Syrians of old would his Power, within narrow

and local Bounds.

Thefe fhort-fighted Obfervers confider not, that the Chain, of which

they fee but a Part, reaches to the Ends of the Earth.

When we extend our Views, and give our Inquiries a greater Scope,

the more will our Ideas be inlarged, when we find the common Father

of All, every-where prefent, pouring forth his Blefiings with a bounti-

ful Profufion ; then every diftincl Part, which we had before inadvert-

ently looked upon as mean and trivial, will gradually rife in our Efteem,

and appear in its native Beauty.

For Inftance ; Let an Inhabitant of a Northern Climate, where thefe

Fruits we are treating of, are not very inviting to the Palate, trace the

different Species of this kind into other Regions, growing under the be-

nign Influence of a warmer Sun ; let him examine the various Species

which the lofty Palms alone produce, and he will find them no lefs nume-

rous than ufeful, till he comes at laft to the moft remarkable and valuable

of all others, the Coco-nut.

When he fees and confiders the admirable Texture of the Whole of this

furprifing Fruit, efpecially the thick hilsky Covering with which it is cafed,

to prevent the piercing Rays of the Sun from abforbing the limpid Water

it contains, fo grateful to Man, and fo neceilary to give Rife and Nourifh-

ment to its delicious Kernel : This, and its Growth, will appear ftill more
wonderful, as well as more replete with Wifdom and Coodnefs ; efpecially

when he confiders the Situation of thofe Countries, and the Soil wherein

they generally grow ; and how great will his Admiration be, when he

finds, that Providence hath ordained thefe to thrive and flourifh in the

moft barren and fandy Defarts of Ethiopia^ ^frica^ and Arabia^ where

Nature denies almoft every other Herbage !

Let us likewife (at leaft in Imagination) follow our Fellow-Creatures the

Inhabitants of thefe Climates ; let us fanfy we view the fainting Traveller

pafling thro' thefe inhofpitablc Defarts, where neither a grateful Verdure

chearsthe Eye, nor the Murmurs of even a diftant Stream the Ear; view him
hungry and thirfty, doubting, murmuring, and almoft faying aloud with

the Ifraelites^ Caft Godjmd Food in the Wilder7iefs f when, on a fudden,

fome intervening Hillock is paft, which forbad the pleafing Profpcdf ; a

(i) Squirrels. (2) i Kings xx. 23. * D d thick
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thick Grove of thefe Trees appears. The Beauty of their grateful Verdure,

their waving Fohage, and the cool Shade which they promife, infufe frefh

Vigour ; a few Moments mofe he is reclined under its welcome Shade,

and there refrefhed vvith the moft deHghtful Viands thefe Nuts afford.

Thus, as in the refpe£live Stages of human Life, Providence hath pro-

vided Pleafures and Enjoyments fuitable to every difl:in<ft Period of it ; fo

in every Climate the fame unerring Hand hath adapted to each, by Weight

and Meafure, its proper peculiar Advantages, generally far overbalancing

its Inconveniencies.

If Egypt is denied the refrefhing Rains ; the Nile fupplies that feeming

Want : IfPalaftine is not blefled with fuch a providential Alotment
;
yet

its Hills and Valleys copioufly drink of the Dew of Heaven : The Hills, by

their high Summits, arreft the paffing Clouds, and caufe them to defcend

on the Valleys in the former and the latter Rain.

Where dreary Defarts deny Support to the generous Horfe, there the la-

borious Camel, patient of great Labour, and long Thirft, is adapted by

Nature to bear the Wants and Fatigues of Journeys thro' fuch Sun-burnt

Regions.

In fhort, were we capable of taking a general Survey of the Face of

Nature, we fliould find, that Providence hath enriched every Chmate with

BlefTmgs peculiar to itfelf, and adapted to the Neceflities of its Inhabitants

;

and for this Reafon we may conclude, that the Abundance of Coco Nut-

trees found in this Ifland, and fuch Places, was gracioufly calculated and

intended for the Comfort and Refrefhment of thofe whom Providence

hath there placed.

The Date-tree.
HIS Tree grows to a confiderable Height, often Fifty Feet.

Its Leaves much refemble thofe of the Cabbage-tree ; but their

Fum^ are harder, and aculeated.

The Branches, as well as the Spines or middle Ribs of the Leaves, are

guarded with Three-inch-long triangular Prickles, always chanelled on
one Side.

The ftraiteft and youngefl Branches which grow near the Summit of

the Tree, are much ufed here by the Jtws^ upon their Feaft of the Taber-

nacles : Thefe they ufually gild, and adorn them with various Flow^ers, and

then carry them in Proceffion to their Synagogue. Whether this is the

fame kind of Palm that was ufed by xh^IfraeliteSy we know not, or v/hether

it is not here fuccedaneoufly ufed as bearing the neareft Refemblance

to it. The Branches are fet onfquammatim, leaving, when they fall, very

deep Impreffions upon the Trunk.
The Dates grow in large fpiral Clufters, about the Bignefs and Shape

of a middling Olive ; but never come to the Perfe6lion here of being eatable
j

for they have a very auftere and acerb Tafte
; yet the Swine feed upon them

greedily : This crude rough Acidity of the Fruit fhews, that they have a

great deal of eflential Salts. THE
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THE
Coco Nut-tree ; Lat. Palma Nucifera.

HO' every Part of this Tree, cither in its Make or Ufe, is

ftamped with fo many evident Signatures of Divine Wifdom,
as to make it juftly the Objedl of our Admiration

;
yet, in

defcribing it, we ought not to add to it (as mofl: Writers

have done) pretended Qualities, and Excellencies foreign

to its Nature.

For as the Light of the Sun cannot be heightened by that of a Candle,

fb neither can the perfed Works of God require the Aid of our weak,

much lefs falfe Embellifhments, to fet them forth in a ftronger and more

advantageous Light, left he fliould fay unto us, V/ho requireth this Thing
at your Hand ?

As the ingenious Mr. Ray was one of the firft Perfons of Character

who was impofed upon, moft other Authors fince his Time, depending

upon his Defcription, have reprefented this Tree as actually capable of,

and really producing. Bread, Water, Wine, Vinegar, Brandy, Oil, Honey,

Cups, Spoons, Befoms, Mafts, Nails, Needles, and Covering for Houfes.

But, fince many of thefe QuaHties are merely chimerical, I fhall endea-

vour to defcribe this Tree according to its outward Appearance, and real

Properties.

Its Roots are many, very much refembling, in Colour, Make, Texture,

and Extent, thofe of the Cabbage-tree, being very fmall, and many in

Number.
The Trunk of this likewife fomewhat refembles the former, having

near the Top, furrounding the Heart of the Tree, many Flakes of that

eatable Cabbage-like Subftance.

But the Body of this Tree hath no Claim to a juft Proportion in

Growth, being often near as thick at Thirty Feet high, as it is within Three

Feet from the Ground ; and it generally leans one Way or another,

occaiioned, in fome meafure, by the great Weight of Nuts it fuftains

whilft young, which determines the bending of the Tree, which Side

D d focver
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foever they projecl ;
and, if likewife they grow upon the Brink of a Pond,

the Trunk of fuch Trees always bend towards the Water.

Some of them grow to Sixty Feet high.

The Bark is more deeply pitted by the Vejligia of the fallen-ofF

Branches, than that of the Cabbage-tree.

There is likewife this very remarkable Difference : That this keeps its

Afh-colour Bark to the very Place where the Branches begin ; the other,

as hereafter defcribed, always difcovers the Space of near Five Feet, of a

beautiful deep Green, between the Afh-coloured Bark, and the Part where

the Branches begin : The lowermoft Branches likewife in a Cabbage-tree

expand almoft horizontally ; whereas thofe of a Coco Nut-tree bend

more wavingly and irregular.

The Branches come to their full Growth in about Three Months, and

are, in a flourifhing Tree, about Twenty-eight in Number.

Every Branch hath a great Number of pennated Leaves : Thefe are

of different Size, the largeft always near the Trunk, the reft growing lefs

towards the Extremity of the Branches : The former are often near Three

Feet long, and refemble, in their Make, thofe of the Cabbage-tree, except

that they want thofe ftrong Thread-like Filaments, which the Cabbage-

leaves afford.

And as the Branches of the Coco Nut-tree are often about Fifteen Feet

long, they would be liable to be broken down by high Winds, eipecially

thofe that are preffed upon by the Weight of the large Bunches of Coco
Nuts. Indulgent Nature hath therefore fortified and wrapped the Foot-

ftalks of every Branch with a ftrong, clofe-woven, reticulated, web-like

Subftance arifing from the Tree. This Subftance is of a reddifh Colour.

What is farther remarkable in this is, that it becomes peculiarly

adapted to the different Growth of the Branches ; for, as thefe increafe

in their Growth, by eafy gentle Degrees, this Web, tho' of a very ftrong

Confiftence, is yet fo elaftic and pliable, that, growing with the Branch,

it never prevents its Growth by too clofe a Bandage, nor fuffers it to be

liable to the Injuries of Storms by too lax a Stridure.

This Contrivance of Nature (if I may ufe fo low an Expreflion) is not

only curious in its web-like Make ;
but, being often a Foot and an half

long, may, where extreme Neceflity calls for fuch Shifts, be capable of

being fewed together, and made into a kind of Garment, which would

at leaft keep off the Heat of the Sun : And this is the moft probable

Pretenfion the Writers of Wonders have, to fay that this Tree affords

Cloaths.

As to its being fit for Mafts of Veffels ; this is a moft prepofterous Sup-

pofition, or rather an Impofition upon Mankind
; for, without being

well verfed in Sea Affairs, every one is fenfible, that a Maft of any Veffel

ought to be, and always is, made tapering from the Bottom to the Top ;

whereas this Tree is, for the moft part, almoft as thick at the fetting on
of the Leaves, as it is near the Ground : And as the Infide is foft and

pithy,
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pithy, and its whole Strength confifting in the outward ftrong ligneous

Part, which is not above Two Inches thick ; this prevents the PofTibility

of its being made tapering by the Ufe of Tools.

A.S to many other of its pretended Qualities, they are as groundlefs

as this.

But to return to my Subjed : This Tree, if planted in a rich fandy

Soil, will begin to bear Fruit in the Fourth or Fifth Year ; fometimes not

fo foon, if the Soil and Situation are not indulgent to it.

Its firft Appearance of bearing Fruit is a ligneous, pod-like, husky

Spathdy of about Two Feet long, and about Three Inches broad, narrower

towards its Footftalk than towards its Extremity. The Whole is of a

brownifh Green on the Outfide, and white within : It comes to its full

Growth in Three Months from its firft Appearance.

As the Foot-ftalk is continued thro' this husky Spatha^ there it wreaths

and twines itfelf, as well as its partitional furrounding Twigs, into many
Bendings. When the Spatha comes to its Maturity, it burfts in the Middle,

on the upper Side ; and the inclofed Twigs appear thick-fet with pale-

white Flowers, inclinable to a yellow Colour.

Each of thefe are compofed of Three rigid fharp-pointed Leaves.

From the Middle of thefe rife Six yellow Stamnia^ with a fhort whitifK

Style, cleft at the Top into Three Parts : Thefe Flowers have a weak
faint Smell ; and, in about Five Days from their firft Appearance, they

fall to the Ground : Then the Nuts, by degrees, are formed : Thefe, when
young, are round, and their Shell of a foft Texture. The outward husky

Covering is of a fomewhat reddifh Colour ; each Nut round the Foot-

ftalk being clofely embraced with the Calyx^ which is compofed of many
ftdff roundifh Leaves, which clofely ftick to the Nut, like fo many lami-

nated Scales.

The Cavity in the Nut, whilft thus young, is narrow and fmall, grow-

ing both larger and rounder with Age.

Each Nut, on the Part next the Stem, hath in it Three Holes clofely

ftopped ; one of thefe being both wider, and more eafily penetrated, than

the reft : From this, when the Nut is planted, rifes the Germen^ or young
Tree : Thro' thefe Holes likewife is the Water copioufly dlftilled into the

Nut from the Roots of the Tree. This is evident from the Saltnefs of

tlie Liquor in thefe Nuts, if the Tree grows near a brackifh Spring
; but,

if they are planted in an agreeable Soil, the more fandy and loofe, the

better. The Water in young Nuts, from fuch Trees, is very limpid, and

extremely fweet.

When the Kernel begins to grow, it incrufts the Infide of the Nut in

a bluifti jelly-like Subftance : As this grows harder, the inclofed Liquid

becomes fomewhat acid, but ftill of a fweetifh agreeable Tafte, and far

more palatable than any Mixture of thefe Two Ingredients from the beft

of Artifts.

As
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As the Nut ripens, the Kernel becomes dill more folid ; and lines at

laft the whole Infide of the Nut for above a Quarter of an Inch thick as

white as Snow, and of the Flavour of an Almond.

Thefe Nuts, when at their full Growth, which they generally are in

Six Months after their firft Appearance, contain from half a Pint to fome-

times above a Pint of the above-mentioned Liquor.

In about Three Months after the Kernel is in its full Perfedtion, the

husky or outward Coat of the Nut, in a fhort time, begins to be

fomewhat fhriveled ; and the Nut foon after falls from the Tree. This

happens in the Tenth Month from its firft Appearance.

In this Stage the whole Fruit is of a blunt oblong Shape, near, and often

above, a Foot in Length, and otherwife proportionable : The Outfide is

likewife bluntly marked in a triangular manner : The husky Part, which

covers the Nut, for near an Inch thick, is of a pale Brown on the Sur-

face, and of a reddifh Colour within. This confifts of fo many ftrong

ftringy Filaments running lengthwife, that it is not without Difficulty

feparated from the Nut ; but when taken oiT, and cleared of the inter-

mixed pithy Subftance, it then refembles coarfe Oakum • and it is fo called

by moft Authors, and may perhaps, in Cafes of Neceffity, be ufed as fuch.

The Nut likewife, when cleared of its husky Tegument, appears

flightly marked on the Outfide with Three Sutures^ the whole Nut being

of a blackifh Colour.

If thefe are planted, the Kernel will, fome time after, firft bud, and

ramify, and fill the whole Cavity of the Nut ; and then fhoot out at the

above-mentioned Hole in the Top, and foon appear above-ground in Two
narrow Leaves.

As the Kernels of mofl: Nuts are more or lefs pregnant with Oil, it

will perhaps be here worth obferving, that tho' Oils in general, when in

the common Way extraded, are not mifcible with Water
;
yet they may

be brought to mingle with it in the Form of Cream.

For Inftance ; Let any Quantity of Coco Nut-kernel be pounded in a

Mortar, with a Quantity of Water fufficient to penetrate into the broken

Interftices of the Kernel : This, being again mixed with a great Quantity

of Water, and fuffered to fettle for a few Hours, will neceflary contract

a white creamy Subftance upon the Surface, in which Form the Oil then

appears.

Its Parts, by being thus pounded, and abforbed in the branny Subftance

of the Kernel, and mixt with Water, are rendered too fmall to cohere,

and to form vifible Drops.

On the other hand, if the Oil, drawn from the Kernel by Expreftion,

be fhaken ever fo much in Water, it will almoft inftantaneoufly colled its

feparated Parts, and form itfelf into its genuine tenacious oily Drops

:

Which Oil, when firft exprefled, is very mild, and of an infipid Tafte ; but

in a few Days, unlefs kept very cool, which is fcarce practicable in hot

CHmates, it will become rancid.

The
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The great Boerhaave obfcrvcs, that the frefh Oil of Swect-Almonds,

taken in a Li72uius, proves an excellent Emollient, where the Fauces are

grown rough with an ylngijta : And yet, if the fame fhould be taken by

a Perfon in Health, after it had ftood in the Heat of a Summer's Day, it

would corrode and inflame them. Add to this, that the fweeter thefe

Oils are, when frefh, the more acrid they are, when they are old and rancid.

Hence the fame ingenious Author obferves, how abominable are

Almonds, Walnuts, and Piftach-nuts, when they once become rancid
;

and how eaflly they will caufe an Angi?ia^ and raife a Fever, by inflame-

ing the Throat, Oefophagus, Stomach, and Inteftines.

How inexcufable therefore muft thofe Practitioners in Phyfic here be,

who for the above Purpofes ufe the rancid Oil of Almonds, when they

might every Day extract the beft and fweetefl of Oils from the Coco
Nut-kernel

!

From this fceming Digrefllon, concerning the Nature of Oils, we may
proceed to obferve, that, if the Liquor in the Nut be firfl: fermented, I

make no doubt of its producing, upon Diftillation, a ftrong Spirit ; and
likewife, if a confiderable Quantity of it were boiled for a long time, it

would probably yield a fmall Quantity of Sugar.

This Tree is delineated in Plate III.

The Barren Coco Nut-tree.

THIS differs very little, if any thing, in its Shape and Texture, from
that already defcribed : However, this never bears any Nuts, but

an husky Subftance only, refembling in Shape a common Coco Nut.

Thefe are fo rare, that I never faw any myfelf \ but had them defcribed

by a Perfon of great Veracity.

I'he Cabbage-tree ; Lat, Palma Maxima.
^

I
HIS Tree is by fome Authors called The Palmeto Royal, And well

may it be called Royal from its great Height, majeftic Appearance,

and Beauty of its waving Foliage : Neither the tall Cedars of Lebanoriy

nor any of the Trees of the Foreft, are equal to it in Height, Beauty, or

Proportion ; fo that it claims among Vegetables that Superiority which

Virgil gives to Rojne^ among the Cities of Italy :

Veru7n h^c tantiim alias i7tter caput extulit urbes,

^uantufn lenta folent i7iter viburTta cuprejji. Eel. 1.

Imperial Ro77ie o'er other Cities tow'rs,

As lofty Cyprefs humble Shrubs o'erpow'rs.

Its Roots are innumerable, refembling fo many round Thongs, of a

regular determinate Bignefs, feldom exceeding the Size of the little Finger,

E e but
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but of a great Length, penetrating fome Yards into the Earth, efpecially

where the Soil is fandy, or otherwife porous : Thefe Roots are of a dark-

brown Colour.

The Trunk jets or bulges out a little near the Ground, by which means

it hath the becoming Appearance of a fubftantial Bafis to fupport its

towering Height. It is generally as ftrait as an Arrow ; and fcarce can a

Pillar of the niceft Order in Architedlure be more regular, efpecially when
it is of about Thirty Years Growth ; And as there is a natural involuntary

Pleafure ariling from the Harmony of jufl: geometrical Proportions, flrike-

ing the Eye of the mofl; unskilful and ignorant Beholder, it is not ftrange

that thefe Trees are univerfally admired.

Writers of Wonders reprefent fome of them to be Three hundred

Feet in Height : However, the highefl: in this, where they are more nu-

merous than in any of our neighbouring Iflands, is but an Hundred and

Thirty-four Feet.

The Trunk of this, near the Earth, is about Seven Feet in Circum-

ference, the whole Body growing tapering to the Top.

The Subftance of the Tree, for about Two or Three Inches of the Out-

(ide, but within the Bark, is of a blackifh Colour, and extremely hard

and folid : This furrounds the inner Subftance, which is a whitifh Pith,

intermixt with fome fmall Veins of a more Horneous Texture.

The Colour of the Bark much refembles that of an Afh-tree, and is

very faintly clouded, at about the Difliance of every Four or Five Inches,

with the Vejligia of the fallen- off Branches : This Colour of the Bark

continues till within about Twenty-five or Thirty Feet of the Extremity

of the Tree : There it alters at once from an Afh-colour to a beautiful

deep Sea-green, and continues to be of that Colour to the Top.

About Five Feet from the Beginning of the green Part upwards, the

Trunk is furrounded with its numerous Branches in a circular Manner
;

all the lowermoft fpreading horizontally with great Regularity ; and the

Extremities of many of the higher Branches bend wavingly downwards,

like fo many Plumes of Feathers.

Thefe Branches, when full-grown, are Twenty Feet long, more or lefs

;

and are thickly fet on the Trunk alternately, rifing gradually fuperior one

to another : Their broad curved Sockets fo furround the Trunk, that the

Sight of it, whilfl among thefe, is loft, which again appears among the

very uppermoft Branches, and is there inveloped in an upright green conic

Spire, which beautifully terminates its great Height.

The above-mentioned Branches are fomewhat round underneath, and

flightly grooved on the upper Side : They are likewife decorated with a

very great Number of green pennated Leaves : Some of thefe are near

Three Feet long, and an Inch and an half broad, growing narrower towards

their Points, as well as gradually decreafing in Length towards the Extre-

mities of the Branches.

. As
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As there are many Thoiifand Leaves upon one Tree, every Branch

bearing many Scores upon it, and every Leaf being fet at a fmall and

equal Diflance from one another, the Beauty of fuch a regular lofty Group
of waving Foliage, fufceptible of Motion by the moft gentle Gale of Wind,
is not to be defcribed.

The middle Rib, in each Leaf, is ftrong and prominent, fupporting ic

on the under Side, the upper appearing fmooth and fliining. The pithy

Part of the Leaf being fcraped oft, the infide Texture appears to be fo

many longitudinal thread-like Filaments.

Thefe, being fpun in the fame manner as they do Hemp, or Flax, are

ufed in making Cordage of every Kind, as well as Fifhing-nets , which

are efteemed flronger than thofe ufually made from any other Material of

the like Nature.

It is obferved, that the lowermofl: Branch, for the Time being, drops

monthly from the Tree, carrying with it an exfoliated circular Lajnen of

the green Part of the Tree, horn the Setting on of the Branches to the

Afti-colour Part, which is about Five Feet in Length, and, in Breadth, the

Circumference of the Tree at that Part. This, and the Branch to which

it is always fixed, fall together.

When the Lofs of this lower Leaf happens, then the green conic Spire,

which iffues from among the Centre of the uppermofl Branches, and rifes

fuperior to all, partially burfts, and thrufts from its Side a young Branch,

which continues the uppermoft, till another of the lowermofl Branches

drop off" : Then the Spire, the common Parent of all the Branches, fends

forth again another Branch, fuperior in Situation to the lafi: : So that the

annual Lofs of the Branches below is providentially fupplied in this

manner by thofe above.

The green-coloured Part of the Tree, already mentioned, differs from

the Afh-coloured Part no lefs in Subftance than Colour : The former, in-

ftead of being extremely hard on the Outfi.de, and pithy within, is com-
pofed of fo many Coats, or feparate Lami?iie^ of a tough bark-like Sub-

ftance of near a Quarter of an Inch thick, and fo very clofely wrapped

together, that they jointly compofe and conftitute that green Part of the

Tree.

As the lowermofl:, as well as each other higher Branch, when they fuc-

cefilvely grow to be old, is joined by the broad Socket of its Foot-ftalk

to this outward Coat, Lame?2y or Folding, it is obfervable, that fome time

before the lowermofl: Branch is intirely withered, this green circular Coat,

which to the Eye appeared fome Days before to be a folid Part of the

Tree, flits open lengthwife, from the Setting on of the Branches to the Afh-

coloured Part beneath, being about P ive Feet in Length, and the Circum-

ference of the Tree in Breadth
;

and, peeHng oft", it falls with the falling

Branch to which it is joined by many ftrong Cartilages, leaving the next

fuccecding Coat, to appear for a time as a conftituent Part of the Tree,

till a fucceeding withered Branch carries this oil likewife.

Having
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Having felled one of thefe ftately Trees, to examine its Make, Tex-

ture, ^c. I obferved, that the feveral Exfoliations of its green Part were

equal in Number to the Branches.

The Firft, Second, Third, and fometimes the Fourth of thefe Lamiji^e

are green on the Outfide, and perfedly white within : All the remaining

inner Coats, or Foldings, are of a bright Lemon-colour without, and

white within.

When thefe very tough husky Exfoliations are taken off, what is called

the Cabbage, lies in many thin, fnow-white, brittle Flakes ; in Tafte

fomething like the Kernel of an Almond, but fweeter : It is fo full of

Oil, that a curious Obferver may fee feveral very fmall Cells abounding

with it. Thefe Flakes are called, from fome Refemblance, when boiled, the

Cabbage, which then eats fomewhat fweet and agreeable : Yet I have

always thought it the Height of Extravagancy and Luxury to fell fo ftately

a Tree, which would be an Ornament to the moft magnificent Palace in

Europe^ to gratify the Tafte of any Epicure, efpecially as there is but a

very fmall Part of it eatable.

What is called the Cabbage-flower, grows from that Part of the Tree

where the Afh-coloured Trunk joins the green Part already defcribed.

Its firft Appearance is a green husky Spatha^ growing to above Twenty
Inches long, and about Four broad ; the Infide being full of fmall white

ftringy Filaments, full of alternate protuberant Knobs, the fmalleft of

thefe refembling a Fringe of coarfe white Thread knotted : Thefe are

very numerous, and take their Rife from larger Footftalks ; and thefe

Footftalks likewife are all united to different Parts of the large Parent-

ftalk of all.

As this husky Spatha is opened, while thus young, the farinaceous

yellow Seed, in Embryo, refembling fine Saw-duft, is very plentifully di-

foerfed among thefe ftringy Filaments, which anfwer the Ufe o(apices in

other more regular Flowers : Thefe Filaments, being cleared of this Duft,

are pickled, and efteemed among the beft Pickles, either here or in

Ei^rope.

But if this Spatha is not cut down and opened, whilft thus young ; if

it be fuffered to continue on the Tree till it grows ripe and burfts ; then

the inclofed Part, which, whilft young and tender, is fit for pickling,

will, by that time, have acquired an additional Hardnefs, become foon

after hgneous, grow bufhy, confifting of very many fmall Leaves, and in

time produce a great Number of fmall oval thin-fhelled Nuts, about the

Bignefs of unhusked Coffee-berries : Thefe, being planted, produce

young Cabbage-trees.

The greateft Number of thefe Trees uncultivated, are in Mrs. Alleyne\

Wood, in that Part of the Ifland called Scotland ; at Mr. Holder ^ and

at Codrlngton s-College ; and by far the longeft planted Walk is at Mr.

BaU\ Eftate, commonly called Farjner s Plantation in St. Thomas\ Parifti:

But the moft regular in Growth, Proportion, and Beauty, either in this

Ifland,
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Ifland, or perhaps in the World, is a fmall Walk at the Eftate of Mis»

JVarreJt^ at the Black-Rock \ and another, tho' much inferior to it, at the

Eftate of Jofeph T'erril^ Efq; in St. Lucy s Parifh.

It is obferved, that when thefe (lately Trees are felled, either inten-»

tionally, or by the Violence of the Wind, there breeds in the Pith of the

Trunk a kind of Worms, or Grubs, about the Size and Length of the

firft Joints of the Thumbs ; Thefe are eaten, and eflecmed great Delica-

cies, by the French of the neighbouring Iflands.

Thefe Trees grow on the Tops of Hills, as well as in Valleys. The
hard outlide Part makes very durable Laths for Houfes.

This beautiful Tree is delineated in Plate IV.

I'he fmall Cabbage-tree.

TPH IS, even at its greateft Growth, is far lefs than the Cabbage-tree

already defcribed, having likewife the green Part, near the Top, much
lefs in proportion to its Bulk, than the former ; and the Spatha likewife

is fomewhat redder.

As the Trunks of thefe Trees are fo convenient to make long and

durable Pipes, or Gutters, to convey Water, and other Liquids, from one

Building to another, there are fcarce any of them left growing in the

whole Illand.

75&^Palm Oil-tree ; Palm a Oleosa.

nnHIS grows about Fifty Feet high.

-- Its Roots much refemble thofe of the Cabbage, or Coco Nut-tree.

The Trunk is lefs tapering than the former, but generally ftraiter than

the latter : It is likewife very deeply marked with the Vefiigia of the

fallcn-off Branches, tho' not fo fcaly and rough as that of the Date-tree.

Its Branches fomewhat refemble thofe of the Cabbage, or Coco Nut-
tree ; but they are far more ragged, lefs uniform, fhorter, and lefs ver-

dant, than either the Cabbage, or Coco Nut-leaves.

The Spine or middle Rib of each Leaf is likewife thickly fludded with

fharp-pointed Prickles, each Two Inches long.

The firft Appearance of the Fruit is an husky Spatha. When this opens,

it expofes to view a great many fmall Nuts : Thefe are covered with an

husky Tegument of a yellowifh Colour, containing in its many Interftices,

when ripe, a conliderable Quantity of line fweet Oil, which the Slaves,

after the whole Fruit is firft roafted in the Embers, greedily fuck.

When this outward husky Covering is taken off, the Nut appears

:

This is of a fomewhat blunt conic Shape, the Infide being filled with a

white Kernel, of the Nature of the Coco Nut- kind, but in Tafte not

fo aorreeable.

The Nut, being bored and emptied of its Kernel, is much worn by feve-

ral Nations of Negroes, by way of Ornament, about their Necks.

F f It
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Il is evddent from the Hiftory of Mofes, that this Tree was of great

Value and Efteem among the Ifraelites. This appears from the feveral

Portraitures of it in the Temple, even in the moft facred Place.

Several Cities in Palisjlme were likewife called the Cities of the Fahn-

irees^ efpecially Jericho : And Deborah^ when fhe judged Ifrael^ dwelt

under the Palm-tree, between Ramah and Bethel.

Thefe, and the OHve-trees, were of great Esteem ; becaufe they afforded

fuch a Quantity of Oil, which was of fo much Service, both in facred

and common Ule.

As to the Firft, the Nature of my Subje^l: will neither require, or even

permit me to fearch into the Origin of that Cuftom. As to the latter,

we have numberlefs Inftances to prove, that the^^wj- mixed it with Flour,

to make, at leaf!:, their unleavened Bread ;
efpecially from the Anfwer of

the Widow-woman of Sarepta to the Prophet Elijah^ when he defired

her, in the time of Famine, to fupply him with a Cake of Bread ; y^?id

JJjefaid^ As the Lo7'd thy God liveth, I have not a Cake^ but an Handfid of
Meal in a Barrel^ and a little Oil in a Crufe : Aitd^ behold^ I am gather-

ing two Sticks y that I 7nay go in and drefs it for 7ne^ and my Son^ that we
may eat it^ and die^ i Kings xvii. 12.

Neither was this the only domeftic Ufe of Oil among the antient Jews ;

for they made great Ufe of it to anoint their Bodies, which is plain from

feveral Expreflions of the Royal Pfalmift
;

efpecially when he fays. That
he foall be anointed with frefj Oil : And in another Place, after enume-
rating the feveral temporal BlefTmgs received from God, he mentions that

of Od to make his Face to fhine.

The Inhabitants of Africa, where Palm Oil-trees abundantly grow,

are living Comments upon thefe Two Parts of Scripture
; for, to this

Day, they mix Oil with their boiled Rice, and other Viduals ; and anoint

their Bodies with it, to fupple and relax their ftiffened Nerves^ as well as

to prevent a too plentiful Perfpiration.

This is fo univerfal a Cuftom, that all the Slaves, brought now from

any Part of Africa to this, or any of our neighbouring Iflands, are always,

before they are brought to Market, anointed all over with Palm Oil,

which, for that Purpofe, is brought from Guiney : Being thus anointed,

their Skins appear fleek and fhining.

This Cuftom, however, was not peculiar, even in the earlieft Ages, to

the fewj alone ; for the Perfans, Greeks, and Romans, at certain Seafonsj

efpecially at their Feafts, anointed themfelves with Oil, which was mixed

with Spices.

Alexander, when he took the Tent of Darius, found there feveral

Caskets of Ointments and Perfumes.

Many Inftances from Homer make it evident, that it was then in Ufe :

.

And the warlike Spartans, at the Streights of Thermopylae, are reprefented

combing their anointed Hair, in Sight of the numerous Army of Xerxes,

And that it was a Cuftom among the Romans, will appear from the

following Paflages : Tyrrhena

I
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^yrrhena Regum progenies^ iibi

Non ante verfo le?ie merit7n cado

Cum flore, Mcece?taSy rofariim^

Prejfa tuis balanus capiUis

yamdudum apud me eft. HoR. Carm. L. III. Od. 29.

- - - Dum licet
^ ^4ffyriaque nardo

Potamus un5ii. Hor. Carm. L. II. Od. 1 1.

Thefe are fome, out of the many Inftances, fuch as perfufus liquidis

odoribus—7iitidi capilli— with many others too tedious to be mentioned.

Nor was this Cuftom intirely difufed, nor the Ointment thought of

little Value, even fo late as the time of our Saviour : For, when a Woman
in Betha:'y poured on his Head a Box full of precious Ointment, there

were fome who had Indignation among themfelves, and faid, Why tvas

this Wafle of the Ointment made f for it might have been fold for jnore than

Three hundred Fence.

From what hath been faid, with regard to the Cuftom of Anointing

among the fews^ I would not be underftood to mean, that Palm Oil

alone was made ufe of • for the Oil of Olives is what is chiefly mentioned

in Scripture : However, there are fome Circumftances, which may induce

us to believe, that both thefe Oils were promifcuoufly made ufe of

This, I think, is very probable, from the feveral Places of Scripture,

where the Growth of the Palm-trees is made a Fart of the Bleflings of

the Land of Canaan ; and the very natural, eafy Method of coming at

their Oil makes it more than probable.

Thefe Trees are very fcarce in this Ifland, except at Drax's-Hall, the

Eftate of Henry Drax, Efq; and even there they exceed not Twelve in

Number.
Among thefe, there is one young Tree about Twenty-flve Feet high,

which is remarkably incorporated within a growing Fig-tree j nor was the

following manner of its being thus inveloped, lefs furpriflng.

About Nine Years ago, a ripe Fig, carried by Birds, or otherwife, was
dropped among the upper Branches of the Palm-tree : As thefe are large

and fcooping near the Parent Trunk, and being fet on in Scales, they re-

tain a confiderable Quantity of Duft, and rotten Leaves, as well as

Moifture, their curve Shape, and clofe Jundure to the Trunk, being capa-

ble of retaining both. The Fig, depofited in fuch an earthy moift Place,

foon germinated, and took Root
;
and, in a fhort time, its new-produced

Roots, which extended themfelves among the Sockets of the neighbour-

ing Branches, meeting there with the like Nourifhment, vigoroufly grew,

and furrounded the Top of the Trunk in feveral cartilaginous Thongs :

From thence, growing downwards, thefe innumerable fibrous pliable

Roots fwathcd the Tree with many Bandages, which in time reached the

Earth, and took frefh Roots : By this means their Growth was foon

greatly
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greatly advanced, by the Nourifliment they received from thence. This

new Supply gave likewife Birth to many Branches of the Fig-tree, rifing

from the Top, and grovv^ing among the natural Branches of the Palm-
tree ; the Roots of the other, in the mean time, continuing daily to fur-

round the Trunk of the Palm, which, at prefent, being almofl: intirely

cafed or covered by the Fig-tree, is deprived of a great Part of its

former Nourifhment ; and the few remaining Branches are far from being

in a thriving Condition.

— « So^ obfcurd

By creeping Tvy, or byfordid Mofs^

Some lordly Palace^ or Jlupendous Fane^

Magnificent in Ruin lies. GloverV Leonid.

There is another Inftance, fimilar to this, on Horfam s-Hilly in the

Parifli of St. Peter % ;
where, in like manner, a Fig, depofited among the

Branches of a Cherry-tree, hath grown^ and will, in a few Years, intirely

cafe, if not deftroy it.

l^he Mackaw-tree.

TH I S is of the Palm-kind, having a great many ftrong Roots, like

thofe of the Cabbage-tree, or Coco Nut-tree.

The Trunk is very flrait, round, and tapering : This is almoft intirely

covered with black Prickles, of about the Length, and very near as

fine, as a large Stocking-needle.

The Leaves much refemble thofe of a Coco Nut, except that the mid-

dle Spine of this is always thickly covered with Prickles, and the

Branches always ending in a Square, rather than a fbarp Point, as if their

Tops were fbeared or clipped off.

The Infide of the Body of the Tree affords what we have, in the Coco
Nut-tree, called Cabbage.

From among the Branches rifes up an hard falcated Spatha^ or Sheath,

much refembling that of a Turkijh Scimiter : This is near Three Feet

long ; and, when it opens, it difcovers a round cartilaginous ftrong Twig,

which runs the whole Length of the Pod, a great many thin-fhelled Nuts,

and fomewhat bigger than a Sloe.

I'he Sand-box Tree ; Lat, Hura.

THIS grows to a large Tree, often to Forty Feet high ; yielding a

Shade of as many Feet Diameter.

The Trunk, which is of a light-coloured Bark, is thickly befet with

ftiort ftubbed Prickles ; and the Branches, cloathed with fbining-green

fharp-pointed Leaves, are fet on alternately r Thefe are about Four Inches

long, and Three broad. The Extremity of the Branches bears both Male

and Female Flowers. The
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The former are of a blunt conic Shape, having their Surface thickly

ftudded with reddifh Knobs, each incricled with Two Rows of farina-

ceous whitifh Duft : The Female Flowers are funnel-like Tubes, of a red

Colour, whofe thick Labia are much defledled back, and cut into Fifteen

or Sixteen blunt Segments.

This is fucceeded by a very flat round Fruit, deeply fegmehted into,

generally, as many regular Divifions, or feparate Cells, each inclofing a

Sat Kernel.

Thefe, if eaten, operate by way of Purge ; tho' it forrictimes proves

an Emetic.

This Tree is of very quick Growth, efpecially if pkhted in a fhady

Place, and near a Spring of Water.

The Trunk of one of thefe, planted in fuch a Situation, may be now
Icen at the Eftate of Richard EJlwick, Efq; and is not above Fifteen Years

old, which girts round Nine Feet within Two Feet of the Earth ; and its

Top hath feveral Branches proportionably large.

There is another at the Eftate of the Reverend Mr. Reynold Fofter^ the

Diameter of whofe Shade is above Sixty Feet.

And, tho' I have taken the Dimenfions of thefe Trees myfelf • yet, as

their Stature is fo very extraordinary even here, I thought it proper to

mention the Place of their Growth, that the Curious may, if they pleafe,

be further fatisfied in this Particular : And I am well allured, that, if any

one takes the fame Trouble I have done, he will find their Dimenfions

confiderably larger than I have reprefented them.

There is another Tree of this kind, near the Manfion-houfe in the

Leeward Eftate of George Hannay^ Efq; in St,Lucy % Parilh, which is little

inferior to the above-mentioned, in its great Growth.

Thefe Trees are called Sand-boxes^ from the Ufe that is made of their

Fruit to that Purpofe.

This is delineated in Plate V.

T%e Physic*nut-tree ; Lat, Ricinoides.

THIS is generally a knotty fhrubby Tree, feldom growing above

Twelve Feet high.

The Extremities of the Branches are covered with Leaves, fomewhat

round, having their Edges waved, as well as ftightly indented.

The Flowers are of a green herbaceous Kind, and pentapetalous, feC

on in an Umbel-faftiion round the Extremities of the Branches, but efpe-

cially the main Stalks.

Thefe are fucceeded by as many Nuts, whofe outward Tegument is green

and husky : This, being peeled off, difcovers the Nut, whofe Shell is black,

and eafily cracked : This contains an Almond-like Kernel, divided into

Two Parts : Between this Separation lie Two milk-white thin membra-

naceous Leaves, cafily feparable from each other : Thefe have not only

G g a bare
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a bare Refemblance of perfed Leaves, but have, in particular, every Part,

the Stalk, the middle Rib, and tranfverfe ones, as vifible as any Leaf

v/hatfoever.

The Kernel is not only eatable, but hath a delicious Almond-tafte.

It is the common Opinion, that the purgative or emetic Quality lies

in theTwo membranaceous Leaves, that feparate the Kernel intoTwo Par-

titions : But this is a Miftake ; for I have, as well as others, tried it both

ways ; and its phyfical Effects were, with or without thefe, always the

fame.

The Leaves, and tender Buds, emit a milky Juice, which either by In-

folation, or being rubbed on the Palm of the Hand, turns to the Con-

Hftence of a Salve, which is looked upon to be very good to heal any

green Wound.
The Nut likevv^ife, when ripe, pounded and boiled, will yield a confi-

derable Quantity of Oil : A Spoonful of this fwallowed, whilft frefh, is

looked upon to be a good Purge, to abate Swellings in Dropfical Dif-

orders.

Ithe French Physic-nut ; Lat, Ricinoides.

THIS Shrub often grows to be Ten Feet high.

The main Stalk divides into very few Branches, and is covered

with a greyifh white Bark.

The Leaves ftand upon Six-inch Footftalks, furrounding the main
Stalk, generally near the Top, in an irregular Order : Thefe are very

deeply digitated : Each Digit, by the feveral Subdivifions that grow from

its Sides, in Shape, much refembles a Branch of the palmed Hart's-horn.

The Flowers grow in Bunches, TJmbel-fafhion, upon the Extremities

of each large Stalk, very much refembling, at their firfl; Appearance, a

Bunch of red Coral : Thefe afterwards open into fmall five-leaved pur-

ple Flowers, and are fucceeded by Nuts, which refemble the common
Phyfic-nuts in Shape and Qualities.

This is delineated in Plate VI.

Tthe Cedar.

THIS grows to be a large Tree, with a darlc-coloured Bark.

Its Leaves are of a pale Green, about Two Inches long, one broad

and fharp-pointed ; their Edges being irregularly ferrated.

The Flowers are fucceeded by a Fruit as big as a Damafcene : Thefe,

when ripe, are of a ruffet Colour, and fplit into Four Parts, difcovering a

thin flat Seed.

This differs from the Caroli7ia Cedar, chiefly by the far clofer Grain of

the Wood : It wants alfo the fragrant Smell of the former.

The
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T^he Calabash-tree.

THE Frilit called CalabaJJjes arc of Two Sorts ; the one fmall and

round, containing (when the pulpy Subftance, and numerous white

flattifh Seeds, are fcooped out) from One to Four Pints ; the oval Sort

often containing Fifteen Pints.

The Tree bearing the former is taller^ and hath a IcfTer Leaf, and is

alfo of a paler Colour, than the latter.

The Bark of both Trees is rough and fliagged, if not fulcous in Tome

old Trees ; and what fome Authors call Capfular Leaves, are only a Se-

paration in the green husky Part of the Calyx ; for this Tegument feems

indeed to have been defigned by Nature only to protedl the Fruit, whilft

tender, and in its infant State ; and when that hath expanded itfelf on

the Indde, and is become ftrong enough to bear the Air, it then burfts

its Way thro' the former Covering.

This Tree, when full-grown, is about Eighteen Liches Diameter
;
and^

in Height, from Fifteen to Twenty-five Feet
;

dividing generally into

many fpiral Branches, ending in a blunt Point.

The Flower is a large yellow Cup, freckled with Red, a Piftil rifing

from the Middle. The aS'/^w/;^^ take their Rife from the Side of the Petals.

The Fruit is often fo large as to contain (when cleared of its Seed, and

white foft Pulp, with which it is filled) Two or Three Quarts, efpecially

thofe which grow of a blunt oval Shape ; but the round fort are much
fmaller. Each make very convenient Drinking-cups, and are fervieeable

to many other Ufes*

ithe Gall-tree*

AS there are ver^ few, if any, of thefe Trees, left undeftroyed in the

Ifland, I am obliged to reprefent it from the Defcription of it given

me by a Perfon of equal Knowlege in Plants, and Integrity in defcribing

them.

This Tree feldom rifes above Twelve Feet high, covered with Leaves

of the fame Make with, but fomewhat longer than, thofe of the baftard

Lignum Vitie,

The Trunk, which is covered with a whitifli Bark, foon divides into

very many bufhy Branches : The Extremities of thefe bear many fmall

bluifh Flowers in Groups, which are fucceeded by numerous Berries, or

Galls hanging on fhort Footftalks : Thefe are about the Bignefs of a Sloe,

of an Afh-colour on the Outfide, and black within.

This, with the Pods of Achafee, boiled together, makes good Ink.

7y&^ Negro Oil-bush , Z.<^/. Palma Christi.

THIS flirubby Plant is diftinguifhed into the red and white Sort.

The Oil, extracted from the Berries of the Red, is lefs rank than

that of the other ; and is fometimes made ufe of by feveral Nations ot

Negroes in their Soups. The



1 1 8 The Natural Hijlory of the - Book IV.

The Trunk of this Shrub, which often grows to above Five Feet high,

is ftrong, and clofely jointed.

The firft-mentioned hath a reddifli, and the other a greenifh Stalk ;

both generally clouded over with a glaucous Mealinefs.

The Leaves are many, furrounding the main Stalks, as well as the

Branches (efpecially towards the Top) : Thefe are very large, often above

Twenty Inches Diameter, being cut into feveral, feldom lefs than Eight,

fharp-pointed Divifions : They are fupported upon Footftalks of about

Thirteen Inches long, centring in almoft the Middle of the Leaf.

The Flowers, which furround the Summits of the main Stalks, for

about Seven Inches in Length, firft appear in the Form of fmall green

Capfulay of a blunt conic Shape, which foon divide into Five {harp-

pointed green Leaves ; and by defleding towards the Footftalk, difcover

innumerable fmall, pale, yellow, ftamineous Flowers, tipped with Apices,

Thefe Flowers, at firft, are fucceeded by greenifh Berries, thick-fet

with harmlefs Spinulce : As they grow riper, thefe drop almoft intirely off,

and the foft brownifh Husk of the Nut is difcovered.

This is of a triangular Shape, divided into Three Parts, touching one
another at Right Angles, and compofing one Body, flightly rimmed with

a brownifh Fur, the Nut ftanding upon a pendulous bluifh Footftalk.

When the outward Skin is taken off, it difcovers a fpotted Kernel.

Thefe are fo oily, that Ten Pints of them, being bruifed, and
then boiled, afford a Pint of Oil.

This Plant, or rather Shrub, thrives beft in a fandy Soil, near the

Sea; and as the Heat in fuch Places is intenfe, from the very ftrong

Reflexion of the Sun from the Sand, I am of Opinion, that Nature in-

tended it fuch a Situation, to ferve (as it were) inftead of an Alembic, to

force up to the Extremities of the Branches, where the Berries are, fuch a
great Quantity of Oil.

The Black Nicker-tree.

THIS grows to be a conftderable large Tree, covered with a Bark

of a greyifli White.

The fmaller Branches are thickly cloathed with feveral Pairs of pen-

nated Leaves : Thefe are Four Inches long, and an Inch and an half

broad, fmooth-edged and fharp-pointed.

The Flowers are fucceeded by a round Snuff-coloured Fruit, fome-

what bigger than a large Cherry, or rather of the Make of the fmall

round white Plumb in England.

The outward Subftance is tough, and very gummy : This, when ripe,

feparates from the Nut within, which is black and round.

When this dark-red ftielly Covering is broken, it difcovers a white bit-

terifli Kernel.

If the outward Husk, which is no thicker than a Crown-piece, is put

in Water, it will raife a Lather much fooner and ftronger, than an equal

Quantity of any Soap would do. The
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The Jack-in-a-box 5 Lat, Hernandia.

THIS is of a very quick Growth
; and, when at Maturity, is very

feldom fhort of Forty Feet high.

Its main Branches are numerous and ftrong : Thefe arc fuhdivided into

feveral leffer ones, which are alternately cloathed with large Heart-like

Leaves, being Ten Inches long) and Six broad.

The Flowers iffue in Bunches from the Extremities of the Branches

:

Thefe ftand upon Two-inch long Footftalks, and are compofed of three

whitifh feemingly capfular Leaves, furrounding Three lefTer white Petals :

Thefe alfo inclofe feveral fhort Stami?m^ tipped with yellow ylpices.

The Socket of the Flower difcovers, near the Roots of the StammUy

feveral fmall yellowilh farinaceous Grains.

As the Piftil grows in Strength, it becomes the Rudiment of the Fruit*

which, when ripe, is of a blacldfh Colour, narrow at each End, and Three-

quarters of an Inch long.

From each Extremity, it grows in the Middle to a roundifh Body, of

about Two Inches and an half in Circumference, deeply furrowed into

feveral irregular Chanels.

This blackifh Coat inclofes a Nut, whofe Kernel is very near as large

as a fmall Nutmeg, and much refembles it in the Colour of its Veins.

The Whole of this Fruit is farrounded with a thin husky brittle Cafe,

or Covering, which never touches the Fruit, nor the Stalk, but where it

furrounds it at the Bottom. This hollow Capjula is of a tawny yellow

Colour, which is capable of containing, at leafi:, a Gill of any Liquid,

having an Aperture, at its Extremity, of about half an Inch Diameter ;

Thro' this the Fruit may be eafily feen in the Cavity or Womb of

this capfular Husk ; which, when ripe, hath a very ftrong fragrant

Smell.

The Tree is never known to be without both Fruit and Flowers.

The Wind, blowing into the Cavities of thefe Husks, makes a very fono*

rous whiftling Noife*

The inclofed Kernels are very oily.

It grows chiefly in fhady Places.

T^he End of the Fourth Book,

THE
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0/ TREES, SHRUB S,^;/^ PLANTS,
of the PoMiFERous Kind,

Y Pomiferous Fruits, I would be ilndcrflood to mean
all of the Apple-kind j fucli as have a thick flefliy

Subftance, inclofing many Seeds.

It is obfervable, that where the Climates begin to

be too hot for the Growth of fuch Apples as are pro-

duced in fome Northern, and all temperate Climates

;

there the gradual Chain is progrelFively carried on,

and the delicious Afmtic Fruits begin to take place,

fuch as tlie Pine-applcs, Shaddocks, Forbidden

Fruits, and Oranges.

It is alfo worthy our Notice, tliat mofl: of our Summer Fruits, efpeci-

ally in hot Countries, tho' delicate in their Taftc, have a great Mixture

of a latent Acid in them^ wliich is neccflary for the Prefervation of Health
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in hot Climates. And as moft kinds of fuch Fruits are bed adapted to

qualify bj their Coolnefs the Heat of the Body in Summer Seafons ; fo

we find, that they grow, and are in Plenty, in Winter Countries, only at

fuch times as they are moft wanted : But as the Climates within the Tro-

pics have, almoft without Exception, a continual Summer, fo the fame

Divine Hand hath provided for the Wants of thofe Places, by bountifully

fupplying them with a conftant Series of various frefh Fruits of this kind.

7>6^ Manch ANEEL-TREE ; Lat, Mancannilla.

THIS, among many others, is very irnperfedly defcribed by all for-

mer Authors : And, tho' the Juice of this Tree is confefTedly poi-

fonous ;
yet the Force and Malignity of its Poifon are extravagantly

enhanced.

One (i) Hiftorian, in particular, who loved to dwell upon the Marvel-

ous, fays. That the Heads of People, who happen to fleep a fhort time

under its Shade, fwell ; and thofe who have fo flept, grow blind ; but if

they fleep for a confiderable time, they recover their Sight ; likewife, that

if the Leaves but touch the naked Skin, they raife Puftles, which caufe

deadly Pains, unlefs helped with Water and Salt, or fafting Spittle ; and

that even fmelling the Wood is dangerous.

This Defcription is fabulous in every Article : For fleeping under its

Shade hath no manner of bad EfFedl upon the Head or Eyes ; nor is any

ill Confequence to be feared from the Leaves touching the naked Body,

unlefs thefe are bruifed, and the white milky Juice they contain is fuffered

to pervade the Pores ; which if it does, it raifes Blifters, like thofe of the

Confluent Sort in the Small-pox, caufing acute Pains ; but the fimple

Drops of Rain-water, falling from thefe Leaves upon the Skin, will not,

as is falfly afferted, have any bad EfFed j which I have often, upon re-

peated Trials, experienced.

There are fome feeming Inftances urged to confirm the contrary ; efpe-

cially of a Perfon wafhing in Lidian River
^ who, upon an unexpedled

Storm of Rain, and high Wind, fheltered himfelf naked under the adja-

cent Shade of this Tree ; where he had not been long, before he felt fome

Part of his Skin, about the Shoulders, fmart, and foon afterwards an

Eruption of painful corrofive Blifters.

I will lay no Strefs upon the great Heat of the Sun, during the time

of his Bathing, which often, near thofe fandy Bays, raifes Blifters upon
the Part expofed out of the Water ; but am fatisfied, and well convinced,

that thefe Blifters were occafioned by Drops falling from this Tree ; tho*

at the fame time, I muft deny, that they were merely Drops of Rain-

water : However, we cannot be at a Lofs to account for the Bliftering,

and its painful Caufe. If we recoiled, that the Wind was very high in

this
(i) Peter Martyr.
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this Inftance, and the Rain very heavy, the former, by violently tofling

and beating the tender Buds and Leaves againll: one another, bruifea

them ;
by which means, the milky poifonous Juice iffucd out in great

Plenty, and wafhed off from the Leaves, with the Drops of Rain, upon

the Perfon fheltering under the Shade.

From thefe F.emarks upon the Miftakes of others, I proceed to give

the beft Defcription I am able of this Tree, both with regard to its out-

ward Appearance, and its real Qualities.

The firfh thing that is to be obferved, is, that it is of a very quick

Growth, and feldom or never found growing to any Perfedion, but in loofe

fandy Soil, near die Sea, or other Water.

Its Roots are ftrong and numerous.

The Trunk of a full-grown Tree is, generally Ipeaking, from Two Feet

and an half to Three Feet Diameter, branching, mofl: commonly, from

Three to Fifteen Feet high from the Ground.

The Heart, which is very fmall, in proportion to the Bulk of the Tree,

is ver)'' hard and folid, of a pale Yellow, with a greenifh Caft, interfperfed

with fmall blackifh Veins, the Grain fmooth, and the Wood durable
;

the Bark of a fleek whitifh Grey, the Branches many in Number, and full

of thick, fmooth, fhining Leaves.

There are here and there, among the Branches, long pendulous Kat-

kins, which are produced at remote Diftances from the Embryo's.

It bears a Fruit much of the fame Make as the round fort of Crab-

apples, which we have in England \ and both, when ripe, have the fame
fragrant Smell.

The Pulp of thefe Manchaneel-apples exceeds not, in Breadth, one
Seventh of an Inch, the Infide being an hard ftony Kernel, deeply and
irregularly fulcated ; in which are included the Crab-like Seeds.

The Juice of the Apple is of the fame Colour and Quality, as that of

the Leaves.

But however ftrong the Poifon really is at fome Seafons, and at certain

Growths of thefe Apples
;
yet I have known a Woman, big with Child,

who longed for them, to have eaten of them, without any apparent bad

Effedl ; However, I cannot fay, that the Fragrancy of their Smell, or

their tempting Looks, have induced others to try and follow her Example
by fo dangerous an Experiment.

If fome of this crude milky juice falls upon even an Horfe, the Hair,

from the Part affeded, foon falls off, and the Skin rifes up in Blifters,

which will require a long time to heal.

One Inftance of its Malignancy happened about Two Years ago in

Speights-Town : A certain Slave, conceiving herfelf injurioully treated,

poured into her Mafter's Chocolate about a Spoonful of this Juice : Im-
mediately after he had fwallowed it, he felt a violent Burning in his Throat

I i and
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and Stomach ; and, fufpedling he was poifoned, he ftrove, and with good
Succefs, to vomit ;

and, having taken after this feafonable Difcharge, a

regular Emetic, his Stomach was, in a great meafure, fuddenly cleanfed

of the Poifon, tho' it cofl: him a long time to perfedt the Cure.

I am hkewife of Opinion, that the Vehicle, in which it was conveyed,

contributed not a little to prevent its otherwife very ill, if not fatal Effedls •

for, as moft Oils are Antidotes againfl: Poifon, the Chocolate, being rich

of the Nut, might be fo very oily, that the poifonous Salts were fheathed

or blunted in that Vehicle.

It hath been alfo obferved, that Fifh, as the Barracuda^ and others,

which eat thefe Apples, dropped cafually into the Sea, are often found

dead in the Wafh of the Water
;
and, if taken, whilft alive, and eaten,

often prove poifonous ; and even the large white Crab, that burrows in

the Sand, is not, if near thefe Trees, to be made ufe of for Food.

I fhall conclude the Defcription of this Tree with a remarkable Obfer-

vation, generally found to be true ; which is, that where-ever a Manchaneel-

tree grows, there is found a White-wood, or a Fig-tree, near it

;

the Juice of either of the latter being an infallible Antidote againft the

Poifon of the former.

Salt Water is no lefs efficacious ; and as thefe always grow up by the

Sea- fide, this Remedy is near at hand.

Formerly no one dared to cut down thefe Trees, without firfl having

made a large Fire round them, in order to bum the Bark, and dry up

the Spry and juices that fly from them in cutting : But now naked Ne-
groes venture to cut them down green, only uUng the Caution of pre-

vioufly rubbing their whole Bodies with Lime-juice, which prevents the

Juice from corroding or ulcerating their Skins.

Bruifing and maihing the tender Leaves and Boughs, in Fifh-ponds,

hath often been likewife a roguifh Practice of taking and deftroying Fifh

;

for the Fifh very foon after will grow ftupid, float, with their Bellies up-

wards, on the Top of the Water, and often die.

I'he Shaddock-tree ; Lat, Aurantium Fructu
Maximo Indi^ Orient ALis.

*TnH E Tree, bearing the large white Shaddock, hath many flrong Roots.

When full-grown, it is often above Sixteen Feet high, div^ided near

the Top into many fl:rong Branches, cloathed with numerous blunt-

pointed Leaves, of about Four Inches long, and near Three in Breadth^

of a deep Green above, and pale underneath
;
refembling, in their Make,

that of a four Orange.

The Flowers are like the Orange, furrounding numerous Stamina^

tipped with Apices.

Thefe are fucceeded by the Fruit, fomewhat in the Shape of a Pear
j

but far larger, and fomewhat rounder.

The outlide Skin is yellowifli and fmooth. This
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This Fruit was brought firft from the Eajl-Indies^ by Captain Shad-

dock 5 from whom it derives its Name.

T^he Lejfer Sh addock-tree,

THIS is about the Bignefs of a China Orange-tree ; the Leaves dif-

fering in this only, that they are not above Two Inches and an

half long, and about an Inch and an half broad.

The Flowers are monopetalous, deeply fegmented into Five feeming

white Petals, furrounding a great many StamtJta^ tipped with Apices.

The Fruit is diftinguifhed into the red and white Sort, each larger than

either an Orange, or a Forbidden Fruit j and is juftly efteemed to have a

fine delicious Tafte.

T'he Wild Shaddock; commonly called^ T'he Large
Lime-tree.

^ I ^ HIS grows fomewhat larger than an Orange-tree ; tho' the Leaves

of this, as well as of all other Trees of this Clafs, differ very little

in their Shape ; and the Difference in their Flowers is hardly percepti-

ble.

This is by far the largeft Fruit in the Ifland, growing often to be

Twenty Inches in Circumference.

The feveral rough Indentings and Knobs on its Outfide, as well as the

internal Make and Tafte of its Juice, determine it to be rather of the

Lemon, than either of the Shaddock or Lime-kind.

I have known near half a Pint of four Juice fqueezed out of one of

thefe Fruits.

This ferves to fupply the Want of Limes or Lemons in making Punch.

7>&^ SotJR Orange-tree ; Lat, Aurantium.

THIS grows in a rich Soil, to the Height of about Seventeen Feet.

Its Roots are ftrong, deeply penetrating into the Earth.

Its Branches are numerous, efpecially towards the Extremity of the

Tree ; and are cloathed with fharp-pointed fmooth Leaves, of a deep

Green above, and fomewhat pale underneath.

Thefe are about Three Inches long, and near Two broad, fupported

by an Heart-like Footftalk, an Inch in Length.

The Bark of the Trunk is generally of a dirty-grey Colour, and of the

fmalleft Branches, towards the Top, of a deep Green.

Its numerous white Flowers are monapetalous, divided into Five Sec-

tions, fo deep, that they refemble pentapetalous Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by the Fruit, which is too well known to require

a Defcription.

If
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If thefe Fruits are not gathered when ripe, thofe which drop not ofF,

will feemingly wither upon the Trees ; yet thefe will revive, flourifh^

and be again, as it were, ripe, at the ufual Seafon in the following Year.

I have feen an Inftance of this kind in the Eftate of the Honourable

Colonel yohn Maycock^ in St. Lucys Parifh.

The larger Branches of this Tree are, in common with all Orange,

Lemon, Shaddock, Forbidden Fruit-trees, and Lime-trees, ftudded v/ith

many fharp ftrong Prickles.

The China Orange-tree.

THIS Tree, either in regard to its Roots or Size, Difpofition or Make
of its Leaves, differs very little, if any thing, from the four Orange-

tree already defcribed, unlefs that its Leaves have an Heart-like Appen-
dix joined to them, ferving as Footftalks : Thefe are fomewhat narrower,

or fharper pointed, than in the former.

The Flowers are of the fame kind as thofe of the four Orange already

defcribed, except that thefe are alfo lefs, and the Petals not fo thick or

flefhy.

'The GuiNEY Orange.

THIS Fruit, I think, ought rather to be called the Sour Forbidden

Fruit ; for in every Circumftance (except in the Sournefs of its

Juice) it refembles that Fruit ; but it is much lefs than the eatable For-

bidden Fruit.

The Golden Orange-tree.
^

I
HIS Tree differs not in either its Trunk, Leaves, or Flowers, from

-- that already defcribed.

It bears a large fine Orange, of a deep Yellow within ; from whence it

derives the Name of a Golden Orange.

This Fruit is neither of the Seville or China kind, tho' it partakes of

both, having the Sweetnefs of the China mixt with the agreeable Bitter-

iiefs and Flavour of the Seville Orange.

The Pumple-nose-tree.

THIS Tree refembles the Shaddock in every material Circumftance.

The Fruit nearly reprefents, in its Make, that of the lefler Shad-

dock ; and is in Bulk fomewhat lefs than a Shaddock, and larger than the

largeft Orange.

Thefe Fruits are eatable, their inward juicy Vejicul^ being much the

fame as thofe of Shaddocks : However, they are often too four to be

eftecmed a very defirable or delicious Repaft.

rhg
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The Burg AMOT-TREE.

THIS Tree, in its Bulk, Make of its Leaves, or Colour of its Bark,

differs very little, if any thing, from the lafl: defcribed.

It bears a Fruit fomewhat larger than an Orange, whofe Infide affords

very little Juice \ and what it yields is not palatable, being too four to

be eatable.

What is moft valuable in this is its Oil, which is extraded, by flicing

the outward Skin, and fqueezing both the Oil and Spry into a Glafs : The
Oil will immediately feparate from the Juice, and fwim upon the Surface.

This, being carefully drained off, and preferved, is what alone ought
to be called the genuine Burga7itot Oil,

The Poriuguefe have a Method of molding the Rind of this Fruit, to

make Snuff-boxes : Thefe Boxes retain, for a very long time, the grateful

Fragrancy of the Oil and Spry.

Forbidden-Fruit-tree.

TH E Trunk, Leaves, and Flowers of this Tree, very much refemble

thofe of the Orange-tree.

The Fruit, when ripe, is fomething longer and larger than the largeft

Orange ; and exceeds, in the Delicacy of its Tafte, the Fruit of every

Tree in this or any of our neighbouring Iflands.

It hath fomewhat the Tafte of a Shaddock ; but far exceeds that, as

well as the beft Orange, in its delicious Tafte and Flavour.

This is delineated in Plate VII.

7^^ Citron-Tree.

TH E Encomiums that are often, by European Writers, beftowed upori

this Tree, and generally ufhered in with a pompous Defcription of

the Beavtty of its Flowers, Fruit, and delightful Shade, are fomething like

the poetical Reprefentation of a Shepherd's Life, embellifhed with purling

Streams, and fhady Groves ; but not a Word of their coarfe Fare, nor of

their enduring the Uncertain Viciffitudes of Heat and Cold !

What bears the Name of a Citron-tree is, in Reality, fo far from afford-

ing a friendly Shade, that it is but a groveling prickly uncouth fhrubby

Tree, having neither Beauty in Appearance, nor Delicioufnefs in the

Fruit, unlefs what the Rind affords by Diftillation.

The Leaves, which are fet alternately upon the Branches, are about

Four Inches long, and fharp-pointed.

The Flower refcmbles that of an Orange ; and the fucceeding Fruit is

large and yellow, when ripe ; the Outlide being irregularly indented,

mixt with numerous Protuberances : The Infide refembles that of a Lemon.

There lies between the outward Coat, and the juicy Part, a thick*

fpongy whitilli pithy Subftance.

K k lU
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I'he St. Helena Lemon-tree.

TH I S is rather a prickly branching Shrub, than a Standard.

It branches very near the Ground
;
and, as the Branches are many

in Number, they interfere -with each other ; and their Tops, efpecially

when loaded with Fruit, bend wavingly downwards, almoft to the Ground.

The Leaves, which are fet alternately, are longer and paler than thofe

of the Oranore-trees, and want likewife their Heart-like Footftalks.

Its Bloflbms refemble thofe of the juft-mentioned Tree ; and the

Fruit, when ripe, is of a pale-yellow Colour, and oblong in Shape, end-

ing with a Nipple-like Protuberance.

• Thefe are but very moderately four, and very grateful to the Stomach :

Therefore it is much made ufe of in all Sawces, which require any Acid.

It grows beft in fhady Places.

GuUelmus Fifo, in his Natural Hijlory of the Weft-Indies, has been pro-

fufe in his Encomiums upon the Virtue of Lemons ; which appears from

the following Words

:

PeritiffJmi nonmdliIndiarum orientaliu7n &^ occidenta/mmmedicajln^ pra-

ter vidgares Ulas toto orbi celebratijjjmas limonum &' citreorum vires, quas

quoq\ perpeiuo commendabiles habent^ plus pnejidii a duahus his li7no?iU7n

partibus (femine, fcilicet, &^ medulla) ponunt contra malignos morbos,

pejlilentes febres, atq\ ipfa deniq\ venena, quam in lapide bezoardicOy &^ fa-
Jiidiofa theriacce cojnpojitione. Pifo, p. 314.

Anfajn mihifuppeditari autumabam aliquid ad artis nojlra incrementum

edifcendi ;
idque aliquoties tentansy non infeliciter procejfu : in febribus^ Jci-

licety intermittentibus, circa initium paroxyfmi, haufiu calido fucci limonmn^

cumfacchari ^ aqua fontame tantillo^ fe7nel atq\ iteru7n exhibitOy exacer-

bationes vel in totU7n cejfdjfe, velfalte7n indies prater expeBationem, fimul
cu7n fitiy deferbuijfe, &' intra paucos dies plane fluiffe, deprehendi, fubfe-

quente utiq\ manifefio affe5iu urina^ fcilicet^ &^ impnmis fudorum larga

pro7notio72e. Ibid. p. 315. Vide p. 3 1
3.

"The Spanish Lemon-tree; Z/^/.Limon.

THIS groveling fhrubby Tree feldom grows to what we may properly

call a Standard ; for it generally divides near the Earth into many
weak Branches, which rife about Ten Feet high ; and then, efpecially if

loaden with Fruit, they bend downward, often fo low as to touch the

Ground.

The Leaves are about Four Inches long, and about Two in Breadth,

of a faint yellowifli-green Colour, and fet on the Branches alternately.

The Flowers are the fame with the foregoing ; and are fucceeded by
'an oblong yellow Fruit.

77je
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The Lime-tree.

THIS Tree, generally fpeaking, foon divides into many Branches, and
thefe into ftill leffer ones, thickly cloathed with Prickles, as well as

deep-green fmooth fharp-pointed Leaves, which are near Two Inches

long, and above an Inch broad.

It bears a very great Number of fmall white monopetalous Flowers^

divided into Five Teeming Petals.

Thefe are fucceeded by the Limes, which are a round Fruit, about as

big as a Crab-apple.

Thefe are yellow, when ripe ; and afford a great Quantity, confidering

their Bulk, of a thin and very four Juice.

This, or the Juice, or Lemon, is the chief Ingredient of the acid kind

in both Sherbet and Punch.

The Infide affords a great many fmall white Seeds of the Apple-kind.

The Trees are propagated from thefe Seeds, planted about an Inch

deep in the Earth.

The Limes, when young, are preferved, and make a Part of our Bar^

bados Sweet-meats.

T^he Sugar-Apple-tree; Lat, Guanabanus.

THIS is of a middle-fized Growth, cloathed with weak pale thin

Leaves, of about Four Inches long, one in Breadth, and fmooth-edged

.

Thefe are fet on the Branches alternately.

The Flowers are compofed of Three thick narrow herbaceous Leaves,

white within, and green on the Outfide.

From the Centre of thefe grows the Fruit ; which at firft appears in a

green Button ; but as it grows, enlarges, and becomes of a blunt conic

Form ; the Outlide divided into feveral bluifh irregular fquamous Protu-

berances.

Thefe afford a foft, ftringy, fweet, pulpy Subftance, incloUng a blackifli

oblong Stone or Kernel.

The Fruit is looked upon to be wholfome.

7>&^ Monkey Apple-tree,

THIS grows to about Twenty Feet high.

Its Branches are thickly covered with Leaves, much refembliag

thofe of a Sourfop-tree.

It bears a large round Apple, the Infide refembling the Sourfop-fruit.

The Tree, Leaves, and Fruit, emit a very offenfive Smell in rainy

Weather.

The Fruit hath its Name from its being eaten by Monkeys,
77;^
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T'he AviGATo Pear-tree ; Lat, Persea.

THIS grows to be a large wide-extended Tree, whofe Branches are

cloathcd witli many large fliarp-pointed Leaves.

The Flowers, which arc hexapetalous, appear at the Extremities of the

Branches, each fucceeded by a large Fruit of a Pear-fhape.

Thefe are of 1 hree Kinds ; the Red, the Purple, and the Green fort:

The laft is efteemed the Left.

The pulpy Part of this Fruit is foft, when ripe.

. It is looked upon to be very nourifhing.

The moft common Method of eating it is, to mix this Pulp with a

little Sugar and Lime-juice.

The Stone or Kernel is very large, and of a pale-ruflet Colour.

Ty^^f PoMGR ANATE-TREE ; Z.^/. PuNiC A.

TH I S is a fhrubby Tree, feldom arifing above Sixteen Feet high.

Its Branches arc very many and flender.

Its Flower is of the brighteft Red, compofed of a blunt red conic

husky Calyx^ divided, at the Margin, into Six fharp-pointed Seclions, in-

clofing as many Rofe-like fcarlet Leaves.

Thefe likewife furround a great many red fhort Stamim, tipped with

yellow Apices,

The fucceeding Fruit is round, and as big as a large Apple, decorated

at the Top with a Coro7ia^ as a Pear.

The outfide Rind is ftrong and husky, and generally, when ripe, of a

maiden-blufli Colour.

The Infide is divided into feveral partitional Cells, inclofmg a great

Number of granulated fmall Aci?ti^ tafting fomewhat like, but more de-

licious than, white Currans in England^ when not over-ripe.

The outward husky Peel of this Fruit, when dried and pulverized, is

good for Fluxes, and much ufed for that Purpofe.

The Fruit of fome of thefe Trees is fo fharp, that they are not eatable.

They are generally diftinguifhed into the white and red Sort.

There are of each fort fome particular Trees bearing fweet, others bear-

ing four Fruits.

Thefe Trees flourifh in every Part of the Land of Palcejline \ and were

in fo great Efteem among the Jews^ that the Chapiters of the Pillars, in

Solo7non\ Temple, were adorned with the Reprefentation of thefe, as well

as of Palm-trees.

"the fmall Pomgr anate-tree ; Z>^7APunica
Americana.

'
I HIS is a fmall woody perennial Shrub, which feldom rifes above

Four Feet high ; and is chiefly planted for Border-hedges in

Gardens, It
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It is thickly covered with fmail longilli blunt-pointed green Leaves.

The top Branches fuftain a great many red blunt conic husky Calyxes,

Each of thefe is divided, at its Margin, into Six regular fharp-pointed

Seftions.

This Calyx furrounds Six Rofe-like fcarlet Petals.

.

Thefe likewife inclofe a great many red Stamina^ tipped with yellow

Apices^

When the Flower drops, the Calyx becomes the Rudiment of the Fruit,

which grows fomewhat larger than a large round Crab-apple ; the Top
decorated with a Corona^ like a Pear.

The Inlide is divided, by thin membranaceous hajn'mce,, into feveral

larger partitional Cells.

Thefe are filled with granulated Acmi^ clofely joined together j and are

generally too four to be eaten.

^he Sour SOP-TREE ; Lat. Guana b anus fru^lu e viridi

lutefcente molliter-aculeato. Plum,

THIS is a middle-fized Tree, having many Branches, and thefe

cloathed with numerous fharp-pointed Leaves.

The Fruit is of an Heart-like Shape, but fomewhat longer, and gene-

rally bending towards the Point ; the Outfide of a glaucous Green, ftud-

ded here and there with foft-pointed Prickles.

The Infide is a foft pulpy Subflance, which is eaten, and looked upon

to be a good Cooler in Fevers.

The Anchovee Apple-tree.

THIS grows to the Bignefs of a large Apple-tree.

Its Branches are many, cloathed with fmooth green fliarp-pointed

Leaves, which are Six Inches long, and almoft Three in Breadth.

Thefe are fet on the Branches alternately, whofe Summits fiiflain a

fhort conic husky yellowifh Pod, opening into Three Partitions ; the

Inlide difcovering Seven other yellowifli imperfed: husky thick Leaves.

In the Centre of thefe is the Fruit in Miniature, which is then about

the Bignefs of a Button, incrufted all over with a pale-yellow granulated

Subftance.

When the Fruit grows fufficiently flirong, to bear the feveral VicifTitudes

of the external Air, the Leaves drop off, and the Fruit continues to grow
to the Bignefs of a very large Ruffet-apple • nor doth its outv/ard Coat ill

refcmble that Apple in Colour.

Its Shape is rather of a very blunt Cone, than round.

The Infide is of a fine Yellow ; and the Pulp, which furrounds a great

many hamime of oblong flattifli Seeds, is of an agreeable fivect Tafte.

L 1 The
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T'he GuAVA-TREE ; Lat, Guajava.

TH E Fruit called the Gtiava is diftinguifhed into Two forts ; tlie

White and the Red ; and thefe, with regard to their Shape, into

the round, and the Pear-fafliioned, or perfumed Guavas.

The latter have a thicker Rind, and are looked upon to be of a more
delicate Tafte, than any other : However, I think the Difference is very

fmall.

This Tree, if carefully cultivated, and in a good Soil, will grow to

about Eighteen Feet in Height.

Its Bark is very fmooth, and of a rcddifb Grey.

The Leaves are aboutThree Inches long, fharp-pointed, and high-ribbed.

The Flowxrs are white, and pentapetalous, guarded with Four capfular

Leaves, green without, and white within.

The Petals furround a great many fhort Sta7nma^ tipped with pale-

yellow Apices.

Thefe inclofe the Stylus., which is the Rudiment of the Fruit
;
which,

excepting the perfumed Guava, is round, and about the Bignefs of a large

Tennis-ball ; the Rind, or Skin, generally of a RufTet, ftained with Red

;

the Top adorned with a Co7'072aj as a Pear.

The Skin, or Rind, is lined with an Apple-like Subftance, as thick as

a Crown-piece.

The Infide of this is full of an agreeable Pulp, mixed with innume-

rable fmall white jJcini or Seeds.

The Rind-part of the Guava, when ftewed, is eaten with Milk, and

juftly looked upon to be preferable to any other ftew'd Fruit.

From the fame Part is made Marmalade ; and from the whole Fruit,

the fineft jelly perhaps in the World.

Thefe Trees grow in moft Parts of the Ifland.

The Fruit is ripe about OBober.

T'he Sappadill A-TREE ; Lat. Cainito.

THE Roots of this Tree are confiderably large.

The Bark is very much furrowed, and of a greyifli-white Colour*

The Branches are very many, and fpreading.

Thefe are thickly covered with very fmooth fharp-pointed fhining-

green Leaves, of about Three Inches long, and an Inch and an half broad.

It bears many fmall monopetalous Flowers, of a pale White, deeply

laciniated, at their Tops, into many Divifions, refembling diftindl Petals

furrounding a green Piftil.

From the Sides of thefe feeming Petals rife many fhort Stamina^ tipped

with yellow Apices.

Thefe Petals are guarded with Two Sets of capfular Leaves ; one of

a brown, and the other of a pale White.

The
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The Piftil becomes the Riuliment of tlic Fniit
;
wliich, when full-ripe,

hath a niffet rough Coat, witli a Coro?ja upon the Top of it.

This, in Shape, Bignefs, and Tafte, doth not ill refemble a Burgamot
Pear, except that it is fweeter and foftcr ; the Pulp of it inclofing feveral

longifh black Seeds.

The Leaves, as well as their Footftalk, and tender Buds, emit, w hen
broken, a white clammy Milk.

I'he Mammee-tr EE.

THIS grows to be a large fhady Tree.

The Bark of the Trunk, as well as of the main Branches, is fonic-

what fulcated.

The Leaves, which are very thickly fet on in an alternate Order, are

round-pointed, and fmooth, of a very deep Green, about Fi\ e Inches

long, and near Three broad.

The Flowers are white, and pentapctalous, fomewhat larger than

Orange-flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by a round ruflet Fruit, full as big as the largefl

RufTet-apple.

The outward Coat is rather an husky, than a skinny Tegument.

This peels off as the Rind of a Tree in the Spring does, and difcovers

the eatable Part of the Fruit, which is of a pretty folid Subftance, of a

fine yellow Colour.

This is about half an Inch thick, furrounding Two or Three laro;e

Stones, fo joined together, that the Whole makes a circular Figure.

The eatable Part is well tafted, and hath an agreeable Flavour.

I'he French Willow.

TH I S is a fhrubby Tree, feldom growing above Sixteen Feet high.

Its Branches are very numerous, and very thickly cloathed with

Leaves of Six Inches long, and a Quarter of an Inch broad.

Thefe, as well as the tender Stalks, when broken, emit a confiderable

Quantity of thick milky Juice.

The Extremities of thefe Branches fupport feveral yellow Flowers,

compofed of Five Leaves.

Thefe are fo clofely joined together, that the Flower exadlly refembles

the Bell-fafliion kind ; and are fucceeded by an Apple of about the Big-

nefs of a large Crab-apple.

The Pulp of this furrounds a flattifh Kernel, which is white and foft

;

and the Top of it marked with Two unindcnted Seams crofllng one

another at Right Angles.

This is delineated in Plate VIII.
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T'he Garlick Pear-tree.

HIS is a middle-lized Tree.

The Colour of the Bark, efpecially on the upper Branches, is of

a Dark-grey, interfperfed with whitifh Specks.

The Leaves are of a fine clear Green, of about Four Inches long, and

fharp-pointed.

l^hefe are fet upon long Footftalks, in a tripartite Order.

The Flower is compofed of Five fmall Spoonlike Petals, growing very

flender, and fmall at the Bottom.

From the Infide of thefe rife about Fifteen purple Stamina^ tipped

with yellowifi:i-green Apices.

From the Centre rifes the Stylus^ which bears upon its Top the Rudi-

ment of the Fruit.

As this grows in Bignefs, the Stylus grows in proportion ; and at laft

becomes ligneous, able to fupport the Fruit, which in time grows to be

as big as a large Guava \ the Infide being full of an agreeable Pulp, in-

terfperfed with fmall granulated Seeds.

The tender Buds, from the young Branches, being bruifed, and applied

as a Cataplafm to any Part of the Body, will in time raife a regular Blifter.

It would perhaps be beneficial, if fome of the Learned in Phyfic

would inquire, whether it would intirely anfwer the End of the Cantha-

rides
;

efpecially as it may not affedl the urinary Veffels, and confe-

quently not caufe a Strangury.

Whilfl: this Tree is in Flower, it is much frequented by Humming-
Birds, which come to fuck the Honey-dew from the Bloflbms ; and But-

terflies lay their Eggs in great Abundance upon the Leaves of this Tree.

I'he Dunk-tree, or Mangustine.

T~^HIS is a middle-fized Tree.

The Branches are numerous ;
and, after growing to about Fifteen

Feet high, they bend wavingly downward, with a confiderable Sweep,

till they nearly touch the Ground, leaving a circular fine Area between

that, and the Body of the Tree.

The Bark is of a reddifb Grey.

The Flowers, which are many and fmall, are white ; each confifting

of one ftellated Leaf, whofe Difcus is furrounded with Four fhort white

Sta7ni7ia.

The fucceeding Fruit is, in Shape and Colour, Hke a fmall Crab-

apple, except that both Ends are fomewhat more deprefled.

Its Tafte is very agreeable ; and therefore efteemed by moft People.

The Tree, when in BlofTom, emits a very fetid ofFenfive Smell.

rhe
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T'/S^ Cashw-tree ; Lat, Anacardium.

THIS is a low wide-fpreading Tree.

Its Branches are generally crooked and draggling, cloathed with

oval Leaves, whofe middle Ribs are ftrong and prominent ; the tranf-

verfe ones rimning almoft diredly crofs the Leaf.

It bears fmall white five-leaved Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by the Fruit, which is diftinguiflied into Three

Sorts ; the Large White, the Large Red, and the Rcd-and-white.

Thefe are not unlike, in Shape, to an Apple, called in Ejigland, the

Pearjnain.

The Infide is very ftringy, full of rough, aftringcnt, yet pleafant Juice.

Upon the Top of each ftands a Nut) inclofing a Kernel. This Fruit is

the Anacardiu7n of the Antients.

Its Shape is like an Hare's Kidney, affording a great Quantity of

cauftic Oil \ and the infide white Kernel is roafted and eaten.

"^he CocHENEEL Shrub.

THIS very much refembles the Pimploe Shrub already defcribed ;

and differs chiefly from it by its greater Fleight, which is often

Twelve Feet.

Its Leaves likewife are very prickly.

It bears upon conic Footflalks, fuch as the prickly Pear Footftalks, fe-

veral rofaceous Flowers, of a deep Scarlet, furrounding a Tuft of purple

Stajnina^ tipped with whitifli apices.

In the Middle (lands the Piftil, div ided at the Top into Six Starlike

Divifions.

The Flowers are fucceeded by a Fig-like Fruit
;
which, when ripe, is

full of a deep-purple Pulp, as well as Juice.

It is to be wifiied, that the fine Colour it Hains Linen with, could be

fixed.

"The American Torch , Lat, Cere us Maximus.

'nr* H E Roots of this are fibrous and many.

The reticulated Body of the main Stem, as well as the outward

Lamina^ covering the Whole, exadly refembles the Texture and Colour

of Pimploes, already defcribed. The Body of this, near the Ground, rifes

into feveral upright leffer Stalks, from wliofe Top rife others, till by fuch

a Multiplication thcWhole grows often to Eighteen or Nineteen Feet high.

Each of thefe are nearly of a Bignefs, being about Eight Inches in Cir-

cumference
;
and, from Joint to Joint, about Three Feet in Length.

Thefe are regularly chancUcd from Top to Bottom into about Ten
deep-gouged Furrows.

M m The
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The Edges or Eminences of each Furrow are thickly befet, at the

biflance of half an Inch, with Star-like Tufts of whitifh flender Prickles,

from an Inch to an Inch and an half long.

Thefe, while young, are nurfed and guarded at the Bottom with a

Cotton-like woolly Subflance, which flies off when thefe are fufficiently

ffcrong to endure the VicifTitudes of the Weather.

From near the Top of fome of the largeft Stalks rifes a longifh fcaly

green Pod-like Subflance, here-and-there marked with white Spots ; from

which grow many yellowifh fharp flender Prickles.

The Flower, which is at the End of this Pod-like Subftance, is com-
pofed of a great many round-pointed Petals, of a yellowifh-red Colour.

The Piftil and Staini7ta are tipped with yellow Apices,

When thefe Flowers drop, the above-mentioned green Calyx becomes

the Rudiment of the Fruit ; which, when ripe, is full of fmall Acint^ af-

fording a purplifh Juice.

7J6^Turk'sHe ad; Z>^A Meloc ACTtJs American us.

I
^H I S, I fuppofe, derives its Name from its diftant Refemblance to a

high-raifed Turbant.

Its outward Texture is a very green skinny Tegument ; its Shape of a

very blunt Cone, whofe Sides are deeply ftriated ; each intermediate Rife^

ing thickly ftudded with long fharp-pointed Prickles.

Near the Summit appear very many red rofaceous fmall Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall oval red Berries, full of an agreeable

Pulp, interfperfed with fmall. ^a;;/.

The Root of thefe Flowers and Fruit is guarded with a foft Cotton-

like Subflance.

The MusKMELON Vine ; Lat, Melo.

THIS Fruit is diflinguifhed, by the Colour of its Pulp, into thewhite

and red Sort , each deriving its Name from the Fragrancy of its

Smell.

As this Fruit is fo well known, both here, and in England^ a particu-

lar Defcription of it would be fuperfluous.

I fhall therefore only obferve, that the Vine is rough, almoil to a

Pricklinefs, bearing fmall yellow monopetalous Flowers.

Each of thefe divides into Five Sections, fo deep, that they refemble

pentapetalous Flowers.

T'he Water-Melons.

THESE, as well as the former, are diflinguifhed, by the Colour of

their Pulp, into the White and Red ; each deriving its Name of a

Water-Melon from the great Quantity of that Liquid they contain.

By
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By their cooling and diuretic Quality, they are fo ferviceahle in hot

Climates, that the poorer Sort in Perfia and Turky^ cfpecially in the

Levant^ for the Summer Months, live almofl: folely upon the Musk and
Water-Mclon, Cucumbers, and Milk.

The Vine producing the Water-Melon is long and trailing.

PUM K I Ns ; Lat, P E p o.

T^HE different Species of thcfe are generally diftinguifhed by the

Names of the White ^ the Blue, the Marbled, and the Garden Pumkin.

The latter differs from all the reft, by having no Seed ; but is propa-

gated by Slips.

Thefe are all eafily produced, and of a very quick Growth.

They make a great Part of the Food of the poorer Sort, in the Sum-
mer-time, as well in Afia and Africa^ as in Ajnerica.

The Vinesj bearing thefe different Sorts, are each rough and hairy,

both Stalks and Leaves ^ and the Flowers are yellow, monopetalous, and

very large, divided at the Top into Five deep SeAions.

The Piftil is furrounded with yellow farinaceous Dull, which, byThree

open Slits at the Bottom, drops into the Ovary.

The fucceeding Fruit is generally, whilft young, of a Mixture between

a deep Blue, and a pale White.

They are boiled and eaten with Flefh-fineat.

I have feen a Species of thefe Fruit at Paris^ which exceeds any in the

Wefi-Indies in Bignefs.

It is much ufed by the poorer Sort in Soups.

Sq_uasshes; Z.(3'/. Melopepo.

THE Squafh-vine is long and trailing, the main Stalk multangular

and hairy.

It fupports itfelf by its numerous Clafpers and Tendrils.

The Leaves are large, and very rough.

Their Edges are irregularly ferrated, as well as the Leaves in general,

fomewhat fcalloped.

From the Bloffom of the Leaves rife feveral Pedicles, fupporting the Fruit

in Miniature ; whofe Top is decorated with a large reddilli-yellow Blof-

fom, which continues on the Fruit, till it is eatable ; which it generally

is, when as big as a Walnut.

When boiled, they are by mofl: People efteemed to be very delicate

eating.

Thefe are of Two forts ; the Long and the Round.

He
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*The large Gourd Vine ; hat. Cucurbit a.

'

I
^H 15 Vine is long and trailing, of a multangular Shape, and very

^ hairy.

The Leaves, which are large, and almoft circular, are covered vdth

foft Villi^ or Hairs.

Thefe Leaves fmell ftrongly of Musk.

The Flowers, which ftand upon Footftalks Six Inches in Length, are

monopetalous, divided into Five deep Sedions, and of a dirty-white Colour.

Thefe are inclofed in a fmall hairy Calyx^ divided alfo into Five

Se6lions ; and are fo tender, that they are clofed up as foon as the Sun

fhines upon them.

When thefe Flowers drop, they are fucceeded by the Fruit, which
grows fomething Pear-like in Shape.

The outfide Tegument, as it ripens, grows hard, fomething refembling

a Nut-fhell, but fofter. The Infide is of a foft white SubftancCj intermixed

with fiattifh Seeds, like thofe of Melons.

Some of the largeft Species of thefe Gourds are capable, when
cleared of their Pith, to contain Twenty-two Gallons : However, fuch

are very uncommon.
The largeft of thefe that I faw, was at Mr. Richard yacbnansy in St,

Peter s Parifli.

'The fmall Goxs KTi
'j

Zy^/. Colocynthis.

THIS Vine is round, foft, and hairy, provided with numerous Clalp-

ers. With thefe they cling to the neighbouring Bufhes.

The Leaves are large, and of almoft a circular round Shape, ftanding

upon Footftalks, Four Inches in Length.

Thefe are fet on alternately ; the Flowers, which are white, and com-
pofed of Five white Petals, furrounding feveral Stamina.

Thefe are fucceeded by the Gourd, which is yellow, when ripe.

The fhelly or husky Outfide inclofes a white bitter Pulp, interfperfed

with whitilli flat Seeds.

An Hole being made in one of thefe ripe Gourds, if a Glafs of
Rum be poured in, and fufFered to remain there for Twenty-four Hours,
and then drunk, it proves a fuccefsful Purge ; but is fo bitter, and leaves

fuch a Naufea behind, that it is feldom ufed.

The Sweet Gourd.

THIS Gourd differs from the laft defcribed, by its very great Length
and Narrownefs

;
being often above Two Feet long, and abouc

Six Inches in Circumference.

It differs likewife from all others, by its Pulp being rather fweet than

bitter. When
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When thefe arc ripe, the infide foft watcrifh Pulp and Seed arc fcoopei

out : Then there remains, next to the husky or fhelly outward Part, a

Pulp of a more folid Subftance, than what is fcooped out.

This, being likewife taken out in Slices, and fomewhat dried of its na-

tural Juice, is put into feveral Syrups ; and at laft, candied or frofted

over, becomes an agreeable Sweetmeat.

Batchelor's Pears; Lat. Solanum frudlu pyriformi

inverfo.

^

I
^H E S E are of Two forts ; the one almofl fpherical ; the other hath

the Refemblance of a Nipple upon the Top.

The Plant that bears thefe, grows to about Three Feet in Height, fup-

ported by very few Roots.

It hath many Side-Branches, which are very prickly.

Thefe are cloathed with deep fegmented rough Leaves, which are

about Six Inches long, and Three broad.

Their middle Ribs, as well as the tranfverfe, are guarded with a great

many fharp-pointed Prickles.

The Flower, which is compofed of one fingle Leaf of a whitifh Blue,

expands itfelf horizontally.

This is fupported by Five fmall fharp-pointed capfular Leaves.

From the Centre rife Five yellow deep-chanelled Stajni7ia.

Thefe are fucceeded by the Fruit above-mentioned
;
which, when ripe,

is of a golden Colour, and about the Bignefs of a Tennis-ball \ the In-

fide being full of fmall Seed.

This Plant grows chiefly in very rich Ground, efpecially upon Dunghils^

Bread and Cheese; or, Sucking-Bottle.

TH I S is a ligneous Wyth, with dark Iron-coloured Leaves, each like

thofe of an Orange, having a longifh Heart-like Stalk.

Thefe are about Three Inches long, fharp-pointed, and here-and-

there fnipped on the Edges.

The Stalk of the Vine, as well as the middle Ribs of the Leaves, is

of a purple Colour.

The Flowers are fucceeded by yellow conic capfular Pods, fomewhat in

Shape like a Bottle, each dividing into Three Partitions, having one Seed,

which, at one End, is covered with a whitifh rough Pith, which is fome-

times eaten.

The Root of thisVine, mixed and boiled with Lime-juice, and the Rufl

of Iron, by way of Plaifter, cures the Body-Yaws.

N n CuSTARD-
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CusTARD-AppLE ; Z>^A Guana BANUs frudlu aureo,

&

moUiter aculeato. Plum. \

THIS Tree is about the Bignefs of the laft-defcribed.

It bears a Fruit nearly round, and of a yellow Colour, when
ripe.

The Inlide is full of a foft white pulpy Subftance, from whence it

derives its Name.

T'he End of the Fifth Book.
.M7,

THE
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BOOK VI.

Of TREES, SHRUBS, and PLANTS,
of the Bacciferous Kind. I

Y Berries we are to underftand thofe kinds of Fruits,

whofe outward Texture is generally of a thin flexi-

ble Make, and whofe Infldes are full of Pulp, mixed

with fmall Aci?ti.

Several of thefe, by their grateful Tafle, and deli-

cate Flavour, are not only very acceptable to Man

;

but Providence intended many Species of them to

be a proper Food for feveral kinds of (i) Birds,

which could not fubfifl:, efpecially in the Winter

Months, without them.

The
(i) Quifts and Pivets, Is'c.
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T'he Lignum Vit^, or Guaiacum.

THIS very ufeful Tree grows here in Plenty, but not to any great

Bignefs.

Its iricdicinal Virtues, either by way of Docoftion, or the Ufe of its

Gum, are fufficiently defcribed by feveral Authors.

I fhall therefore only obferve, that the Berries, which are of a tefticu-

lated Form, and of a yellow Colour, inclinable to a Red, make an excel-

lent Diet-drink, greatly aflifting to purify the Blood.

The upper Branches are many, cloathed with feveral Pairs of fmall

roundifh pennated Leaves, never having an odd one at the End.

The Flowers are pentapetalous, and of the fineft violet Colour that can

be imagined ; and the Tree is fcarce ever to be found without Flowers or

Berries.

This is delineated in Flate IX.

T'hat called the White Lignum Vitce fcarce differs from this in any

other Particular, but that it bears white BlolToms.

T'he Bastard Lignum Vit^.

I ^HIS grows to above Twenty-five Feet high, covered with a rough

brownifh Bark.

The Heart of this Tree is almofl: as hard, and as durable, as Iron-wood.

It is fometimes beautifully clouded with Veins of Yellow, and a dark Red.

The Flowers are fucceeded by Berries, each near as big as a fmall

Cherry : Thefe are of a purple Colour, when ripe ; and tafte very agreeably.

They are much coveted by wild Pigeons, Sparrows, and other Birds.

Iron-Wood.

^

I

'' H E largeft of thefe in this Ifland grow not above Thirty Feet high,

and the Trunk in proportion fomewhat flender.

This is covered with a whitifh Bark, whofe Surface often llightly peels

off.

The Bark upon the upper Branches is of a reddifli Grey.

The Leaves, which are fmooth, and of a yellowifh Green, are Two
Inches and an half long, and above an Inch broad, narrow near the Foot-

ftalks.

The Flowers are many and white : Thefe rife in Groups upon one com-

mon Pedicle, and are fucceeded by fmall Berries, whofe outward Tegu-
ment, as well as inward Pulp, is of the finefl: Red, interfperfed with

fmall Seeds.

It hath the Name of Iron-Wood from its great Weight, its Hardnefs,

and the Clofenefs of its Grain ; for it is proof againft all Weather, and is

fcarce known to fuffer any Decay in feveral Ages : It is fo heavy, that it

will fink in Water. The
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I'he Red-Wood.

THIS grows, efpecially if fheltered from the Wind, to be a very large

Tree, affording Boards of a clofe line Grain, of a reddifh Colour,

remarkably and beautifully clouded with black Veins.

The Trunk is cloathed with a dark-grey Bark, which is fomewhat ful-

cated.

The Leaves on the upper Side arc of a deep Green, and paler on the

under : Thefe are fmooth-edged, and fharp-pointed, generally about Six

Inches long, and Three broad.

The upper Branches bear many red Flowers, which are fucceeded by

middle-lized Berries, of a dark-purple Colour, when ripe, containing

many reddifli fmall Seeds.

Thefe Berries are eatable, and looked upon neither unpleafant nor

unwholfome.

It is faid, that the young Leaves, applied to the Temples, give great

Relief in the moft violent Head-ach.

Wild Cinnamon-tree; Lat, Cinnamomum
Sylvestre.

THIS Tree grows to a confiderable Height.

The Trunk is cloathed with a brown rough fulcated Bark, which

taftes hot and biting ; and hath fomething of the Fragrancy of the true

Cinnamon.

Its Leaves are of the Laurel-kind, fmooth, green, and fharp-pointed :

Thefe are about Four Inches long, and one and an half broad
;
and^ when

bruifed, yield an agreeable aromatic Smell.

It bears fmall yellow Flowers : Thefe are fucceeded by fmall red Berries.

T*he Loblolly-tree.

THIS is a middle-Hzed Tree, whofe Leaves, which are about Three

Inches long, are generally in Tufts upon the Extremity of the

Branches.

Among thefe rife a great many Bunches of white Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall white Berries.

They ferve as Food for feveral Species of Birds.

736^ Balsam; <?r //'f Sea-side Sage.

TH I S is a large bufby Shriib, growing fometimes to about Nine Feet

high, and its Leaves finely fcrrated.

A fubtile refinous Juice perfpires thro' the Leaves, and their fmall

Footftalks
j
which, by the Heat of the Sun, is granated, and intirely incrufts

them. O o This
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Thislncruftation, as well as the tranfparent Liquid, which inftantaneoufly

ifTues from the broken Footftalks of the Leaves, hath a fine aromatic Smell.

A few Drops of this, rul bed with the Finger on the Palm of the

Hand, foon thicken to the Confiftency of a Salve, tafting hot and bitter :

This is excellently good to cure green Wounds.

This is delineated in Plate X.

7y6^ PoisoN-T REE ; L^A Toxicodendron.

THIS is diftinguiilied intoTwo forts ; the one bearing a fmall fmooth-

edged narrow Leaf.

The Trunk of this is very folid, and good Timber for Building.

The other bears a large green fmooth-edged fharp-pointed Leaf.

The Timber of the latter is very foft and peri filing.

From each of thefe Trees iffues, when v/ounded, a great Quantity of

milky corrofive poifonous Juice.

This, when expofed to the Heat of the Sun, turns fo very clammy, that

it proves a good Bird-lime, and is with great Succefs made ufe of to that

Purpofe.

Each of thefe Trees have their Branches near upright and fpiral,

cloathed with a whitifh grey Bark.

The Flowers are fucceeded by a greenifh-purple Berry, marked with

flight indented Seams into Three Parts.

A Cataplafm of the new-extra6led Juice, applied to the Feet, is of

Service to kill the Vermin called Chigers,

^he Rod-Wood.

'

I
HIS grows to be a large Timber-tree.

The Bark on the lefTer Branches is of a light whitifh Grey.

The Leaves, which are fet on alternately, are of a yellowifh Green,

efpecially the middle Rib.

The Footftalks of thefe Leaves, at their letting off from thefe Branches,

are remarkably welted with a ftrong greenifh husky Subftance, which
furrounds the Footftalk, as well as the Branch. I take it that this Band-

age is intended to fecure and ftrengthen the Leaves ;
for, as the leaft of

thefe are about Ten Inches long, and Five broad, their Weight would

otherwife be too heavy for the fmaller Limbs to bear.

This Tree bears round white Berries.

The Birch-Gum-tree.

THIS grows to be a middle-fized Tree.

Its Bark is of a reddifli Colour, and fmooth, fomewhat refembling

that of a Birch-tree.

From
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From thence, and from the great Quantity of tranfparent Gum that

its wounded Trunk and Brandies afford, it derives its Name.

Its upper Branches fuflain a great many fmall apetalous Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by feveral red Berries, near as big as fmall Cherries.

The Gum is looked upon to he very fervicealle in all inward Bruifes,

or Strains, of what kind foever.

The Branches of this Tree, being ftaked into the Earth, will grow ;

and I have known a Branch of it, tho' flripped of its Leaves, and cxpofed

to Wind and Weather (as Part of an Arbour for a Grape-vine), which, in

this Situation, budded, and put forth young Shoots and Leaves.

It grows in moft Parts of the Ifland.

7>6^ Bay-berry-tree ; Lat. MYRTUsarboreaaromatica.

^
I

^H I S is a beautiful upright Tree, its Trunk often of near Two Feet

Diameter.

Its Bark, until the Seafon of its peeling off, is very fmooth, and fome-

what reddifh.

The Trunk divides into numerous Branches, the lower always the

longeft ; fo that towards the Summit it ends pyramidically, being very

thickly cloathed with middle-fized fharp-pointed fmooth very green

Leaves.

This continual Verdure, added to its manner of growing, makes it ap-

pear very beautiful.

Its Berries are well known by the Name of yamaica Pepper.

There is another of the fame Species called the Black Bay-tree.

This differs from the other, chiefly hy having its Bark and Leaves of

fomewhat a darker Colour than the above-defcribed.

"The Wild Bay-be rry-tree \ Lat. Myrtus.

^
I
^HIS is a far lefs Tree than that laft-defcribed.

Its Bark is as fmooth as, and much redder than, the former.

Its Leaves and Berries are of the fame Make and Texture with the true

Bay-berry-trees.

However, the Berries want the Virtue, as well as the fragrant Smell, of

the former.

Black-berry-hunters.

'

I
^HIS Shrub hath a great many ftrong Roots.

Its Trunk is covered with a dark-greyifh Bark.

The Leaves are (harp-pointed, and in Length above an Inch and an

half, and about an Inch in Breadth.

It bears white fmall Flowers, fucceeded by fmall black Berries.

Fiddle-
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FiDDLE-WoOD-TREE.

THESE are common in this Ifland, and grow to a confiderable

Height

They are diftingiiifhed into the White, the Red, and the Black fort.

The latter is by far the moft durable Timber, and not often to be met'

with.

The Body of the Trunk is covered with a light-brown Bark.

Its upper Branches are thickly cloathed with Leaves of above Three

Inches long, and an Inch and an half broad.

The Extremities of the Branches end in feveral (lender pendulous green

Strings or Ligul^, which are almoft furrounded with fmall white penta-

petalous fweet-fcented Flowers, each ftanding in a fmall green Calyx,

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall pulpy Berries, which are at firft of a

green Colour ; afterwards red
; and, when ripe, black.

The Bee-Wood-tree.

THIS is a large fhady Tree, cloathed with numerous fmooth green

Leaves, of Four Inches long, and Three broad.

Thefe have a great many round Excrefcencies growing on them in the

Shape of Galls, tho' not much larger than a Grain of black Pepper.

Thefe are Nefts of fome fmall Infeds, which make an Hole in each of

them ; and then either creep, or fly away.

The Top-Branches bear feveral Bunches of fmall white Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall Berries, whofe Pulp is of a purple Colour,

when ripe.

I'he Fustic-tree ; Lat. Morus.

'T^ HIS grows to be a large Tree, having generally a ftrait Trunk.

The Bark is of a greyifh Brown, flightly furrowed.

It bears Katkins ; and the Fruit hath many Aciniy which are as large

as a large Strawberry, green within and without.

The Heart of this Tree is very yellow, and is well known for its Qua-

lity in Dyeing.

Yellow Hercules.

THIS grows to a middle-flzed Tree, having a great many Roots.

It is chiefly diftinguifhed from the White Hercules, by the Yel-

lownefs of the inner Bark, which, when properly prepared, affords an

excellent yellow Dye : Perhaps it might be very ufeftil in that Way, if in

the Hands of skilful Dyers.

The outward Bark is of a reddifliGrey, thickly covered with fliort flub-

bed Prickles.

The
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The Leaves, which arc fet on alternately, are about Four Inches long,

and Two broad, having their middle Ribs ftrong and prominent.

Its numerous fmall herbaceous Mowers grow in Cluflers at the Extre-

mities of their Stalks ; and are fuccecded by fmall round Berries.

The inner yellow Bark of the Root, bruifed, and fteeped in boiling

Water, tinges it with a yellow Colour.

Wafhing fore Eyes with this Water hath of late been difcovered to be

a fovereign Remedy in mofl Diforders of the Eyes.

Tthe Pye-crust.

' I HIS is a middle-lized Tree, having many flrong Roots.

The Bark of the main Body is of a dark Grey.

The Leaves are very many, thick, fmooth, and round-pointed, but very

narrow towards their Stalks.

Thefe are of a deep fmutty Green on the upper Side, and fomewhat

lighter on the under, and fet on the Branches in an irregular manner.

They bear feveral apetalous Flowers, which are fucceeded by yellow

Berries, of the Bignefs of a middle-iized Olive, whofe yellowifh bitter

Pulp inclofes Three whitifh Seeds.

The Texture of the Tree is very brittle, from whence it derived the

Name of Pye-crujl,

The Dwarf Mangrove.

THIS Shrub grows by the Sea or Pond-lides in wet Places.

The Trunk and numerous Branches are cloathed with fliining

green Leaves, Two Inches and an half long, and an Inch and an half

broad.

Among the upper Branches are mmy fmall tubular Flowers, filled with

yellow Stamina^ fucceeded by fmall Berries.

M0NTABBA5 <3'//^jTrUBBA.

TH I S is a low fhrubby Bufh, divided into many Branches ; the out-

fide Bark of a whitifh Grey, covered with an hoary Mealinefs.

The Infide is of a ligneous Subflance, which furrounds a greenifh Pith.

The Roots are many and white.

The Leaves are fet on alternately ; and thefe are of a green Colour

above, and whitifh underneath ; their Length about Five Inches, and

above Three in Breadth, efpecially at fuch Places where they are bluntly

and irregularly fcalloped about their Edges.

The Flowers are monopetalous, and of a reddifh White, expanding, in

the Heat of the Day, almofl: horizontally flat ; their Orce being flightly

fegmented, and divided into Six fliarp-pointed Angles.

From the Centre of the Flower rifes a white Piflil, furrounded bv Six

yellow thick triangular Stamina,

P p The



148 ^he Natural Hiflory of the Book VL
The Flowers are fucceeded by a Pumkin-like Fruit, of a fine deep Pur-

ple on the Outfide, and whitiHi within j the Pulp interfperfed with white

flattifh Seeds.

This Fruit is boiled and eaten as a Pumkin.

T'he fmall Red Trubba.

THIS Plant grows to about Four Feet high.

Its Branches, as well as the Leaves, are few and ftraggling ; the

latter about an Inch and an half long, and an Inch broad.

Its Flowers are compofed of Five white Petals, furrounding feveral

Stamina,

Thefe are fucceeded by a fcarlet Button, whofe Infide is full of Juice,

and fmall whitifh /Icini or Seeds.

This Fruit is chiefly ufed by Negroes, in their Soups.

It hath, when boiled, a bitterifh Tafte ; and is by them looked upon

as ufeful to alleviate any colicky Diforder of the Stomach.

Tammatas Shrub ; iL^/. Lycopersicon.

THIS is likewife a fhrubby Plant, much refembling, in its Make, that

which produces the Bachelor's Pear ; with this Difference, that the

Prickles on this are not fo ftiff.

The Fruit is about as big as an Hen's Egg, red when ripe.

They are generally made ufe of, boiled in Broth.

Thefe were brought hither by his Excellency Governor Worjley^ from

Portugal,

I'he Maidenhead.

nP H E fhrubby Vine, bearing this Fruit, grows very bufhy, and about
^ Three Feet high ; its Bark bearing a red Fruit, but not eatable.

I'he Bully'BErry-tree ; Lat. Cainito.

THIS grows to be a very large Tree, branching chiefly towards the

Top.

It bears a round Fruit, of a ruffet-yellow Colour, ftanding upon an

Inch and a Quarter Footftalk.

The infide Pulp of the Fruit is milky, and of a foft fweet Tafte, not

unlike a Sappadillo.

It is about the Bignefs of a very large Cherry, but not deprefled at each

End.

The Pulp inclofes a very fliarp-pointed oval Seed.

Soap-
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Soap-berry-bush, or Fire-burn-leaf;
Lat. Sapindus.

THIS is a fcandent ligneous jointed Vine, whofe Heart-like Leaves

are thin, and fharp-pointed.

Thefeare, in general, of about Four Inches long, Two and an half broad,

and high-ribbed.

Almoft every Leaf is fupported by a crooked Tendril, which takes hold

of the neighbouring Trees or Shrubs,

The Leaves, when bruifed, and agitated in Water, will caufe as ftrong

a Lather as an equal Quantity of Soap,

The Juice is likewife very much efteemed to heal and cure Fire-burns,

Scalds, or fiich-like Sores.

The Bastard Locust, or Forest-tree.

THIS grows to be a large Tree, cloathed with a whitifh Bark, red

within.

Its Leaves are of a dark Green, about an Inch and an half long, fmooth,

and very blunt-pointed.

The Bark is ufed as an Aftringent.

I'he Vervain ; Lat, Sher ardia Spic at a.

THE Roots of this fhrubby Plant are very numerous, and white,

penetrating not deep into the Earth.

The main Stalk, when full-grown, is as thick as one's Finger, woody,

and brittle ; foon dividing into many lefTer Branches.

Thefe are jointed, putting forth, at every Joint, Duplicates of winged

Leaves within one another ; whofe Edges are regularly ferrated, and of a

middle Size, ending very narrow towards the Stalks ; the Stalks them-

felves terminating in long fcaly Spikes.

Round the Middle of thefe rife feveral fmall naked tubular monopeta-

lous Flowers, of a fine blue Colour ; whofe Edges are divided into Five

Segments, having likewife a whitifh Spot in the Middle.

The Seeds, which are longifh, and fmall, are included in the feveral

Lamin^e^ or Foldings, of thefe Spikes.

The Juice of this Plant is fo great a Deobftruent, that a large Spoonful

taken inwardly, for Three or Four Mornings fucceflively, hath been

more powerful to bring down the Catame7iia, than either the Ufe of

Chalybeats, or any other Method.

This Plant grows in mofl: Parts of die Illand.

T'^^Mastich-tree; Z.^/. Calaba.

THIS often grows to a great Height.

The Colour of its Bark is brownifh. The
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The larger Branches divide into a great many lefs ones ; and are

thickly cloathed with deep-green lliining Leaves, whofe middle Ribs are

tinged with Yellow.

Thefe are about Three Inches long, and near Two broad.

Their Edges are neatly labiated into feveral eafy Sinus\j and fet on the

Branches alternately, fupported by Footftalks of about an Inch long.

The Flowers are yellow, and fucceeded by a Fruit, which hath a diftant

Refemblance to a Shrub.

This Tree is of a very clofe Grain, hard and durable • therefore

much made ufe of in Mill and Houfe-building.

Cassado-tree ; Manihot.

TH E CalTado-trees, or rather Shrubs, are pithy on the Infide ; and

feldom grow higher than Five Feet.

They are diflinguifhed into the White, and Old Sort ; the former

being ready to be rooted up, and ufed, in about Four Months after it is

planted ; and its Juice is not fo ftrong a Poifon as the other old Sort.

The Root, which is the Part ufed in both, is large and white, and fo

foft, that it may be eafily grated.

Thefe Shrubs have a few weak Branches.

Thefe, as well as the main Trunk, towards their Extremities, are

cloathed with many large digitated Leaves upon reddifh Footftalks, of

about Six Inches long.

The Flowers are deeply divided into Five Sedions, whofe Edges are

tinged with a pale Purple.

Out of the Centre rife Eight Stamina, tipped with yellow farinaceous

Apices.

Five of thefe Stami7ta fall back, and lean againft the different Sedions.

The Flowers are fucceeded by many fmall round green Berries, whofe

Outfide is divided into Five felvaged Seams, the Infide containing Three

biackifb Seeds.

The Method of making Bread from the Roots is, firft, to grate them
very fine, and prefs out theJuice, and dry the mealy Part in the Sun; and

then make it into thin Loaves, Hke thofe made with Oatmeal in many
of the Country Parts of England, Scotla7td, and Wales.

This Bread is well tafted, and nourifhing
;

and, by its abforbent Qua-
lity, it is highly ferviceable to Pcrfons of a plethoric Habit, or inclinable

to Droufies.

The Juice is a quick mortal Poifon to every Animal.

Having tried an Experiment upon Two half-grown Fowls, by pouring

down their Throats Two Tea-fpoonfuls of this Juice, newly expreffed, it

foon threw them into Convulfions ; and they both died in about half an

Hour's time.

Leathe"r-
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Leathkr -Coat-tree.

THIS grows to a confideral Ic Height.

The Bark is of a darkifh Colour.

The Branches are many and ftraggling, their Tops generally bending

downwards.

The younger Twigs are fecmingly jointed.

Thefe are cloathed with broad Leaves, reddifh when young, whofe

Stalks, as well as their Ribs, are then thickly covered with a pale-yellow

Pile, or foft-pointed Setie.

The Leaves, as they grow old, turn green, being then in Length about

Ten Inches, and Twelve in Breadth, having their middle, as well as their

tranfverre Ribs prominent and ftrong.

From the Bofoms of the Leaves rife many Six-inch long Spikes, fur-

rounded with fmall Berries, red when ripe ; the Infide being likewife full

of reddifh Pulp, incloling feveral fmall darkifh Seeds.

Clammy Cherry-tree \ Lat. Malpighia.

^^HIS Tree grows to a confiderable Bignefs, covered with a greyifh

JL Bark.

The Leaves are in Bunches from Three to Five, upon the Tops of the

leffer Twigs.

Thefe are about Five Inches long, fharp-pointed, and near Two Inches

and an half broad.

The Flowers are of a pale-yellow Colour ; and the fucceeding Fruit,

when ripe, as big as a middling Cherry.

Thefe grow in Clufters, of a fine red Colour.

The Pulp is very clammy, and furrounds a great many fmall Seeds.

I'he Black Cherry-tree.

THIS very much refemblcs the red Cherry-tree, except that the

Leaves of the black Cherry-tree are fomewhat larger, fmoother,

and thicker, than the four Cherry.

The Leaves often grow clofe to the Branches
;

and, when upon the

lelfer Twigs, they are pennated.

From among thefe rife the Flowers, which (except in Colour, which is

red) very much refemble thofe of the Coffee-tree.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall blackifh Berries. *

75&^Red Cherry-tree.
'Tp HIS Tree feldom grows above Eighteen Feet high.

Its Branches are numerous, but fmall, and cloathed with a great

many deep-green round-pointed Leaves.

q From
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From the Bofom of thefe rife many Footftalks, fupporting fmall Five-

leaved Flowers.

Their Petals furround feveral green Stamina^ tipped w^ith yellow Sum-

mits.

The whole Flower is fupported by feveral fmall capfular Leaves, and

fucceeded by the Fruit, which is red, when ripe ;
of about the Bignefs

of a fmall Cherry, but more comprefTed at both Ends.

Thefe are of an agreeable fvveet, mixed with an acid Tafte.

The Infide is full of fmall whitifli Seeds.

I'he Belly-Ach.

THE Roots of this Shrub are few in Number, and white, penetrating

deep into the Earth.

The main Stalk, which is covered with a light greyifh Bark, grows to

about Three or Four Feet high, foon dividing into feveral wide-extended

Branches.

The Body of the Shrub, within Three Inches of the Ground, fwells,

or bulges out.

From this Swelling, by Incilion, is taken out, when ripe, a rough gra-

nated Core or Kernel, of a pale Red, and fometimes near as large as a

Pullet's Egg.

This is extraneous to the Nature of the Shrub, and as diflinctly fepa-

rable from it, tho' in clofe Contad with it, as a Peach-ftone is from the

pulpy Part thereof

It is alfo of the fame Nature and Quality as Hellebore; and anfwers, to

all Intents and Purpofes, the Ufe of it.

The Branches of the Shrub are neither decorated with Leaves nor

Flowers, till near the Top : There the former, which are deeply fegmented

into Three or Four Divifions, furround it.

Thefe, including the Sections, are about Five Inches long, and near as

broad.

Their Footftalks, as well as the young Buds, on the Extremity of the

Branches, are guarded round with ftiff hairy Briftles, which are always

tipped with glutinous liquid Drops.

From among thefe rife feveral fmall deep-red pentapetalous Flowers ;

the Piftil of each being thick-fet at the Top with yellow farinaceous

Duft, w^iich blows off when ripe.

Thefe Flowers are fucceeded by hexagonal husky blackifli Berries
;

which, when ripe, open, by the Heat of the Sun
;
emitting a great many

fmall dark-coloured Seeds, which ferve as Food for Ground-doves.

The Leaves of this Shrub are few, and feldom or never drop off, nor

are torn or eaten by Vermin of the Eruca^ or any other kind.

As Nature makes nothing in vain, I beg Leave to conjecture, that this

clammy Liquid, like Bird-lime, with which each of the above-mentioned
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Setie or Briftlcs are tipped, is cicfigned to intanglc and prevent Catcrpil-

lers, or other Vermin, from clim! ing up to deftroythc lew Leaves, with

which Nature hath fo fparingly fuppUed this Plant.

As for other Plants, which are not thus guarded, as their Leaves arc

generally very numerous, if fomc of thefe are deflroyed l y Worms, they

foon, in fo warm a Climate, recover this Lofs, and the Plant renews its

wonted Verdure

Perhaps, likewife, this gluey Sul ftance may be of furtherUfe, if gathered

I'.y ButterHies^ or other flyino; Infedis (efpecially the former, which are often

feen hovering about the Flowers), to glutinize their Bags or Webs, before

they enter into their J^urelia-^-^x.^.

The Seeds dropping from the ripe Berries are fo great a Specific againd

Melancholy, that even Doves, that have ufed to feed on them, will not,

when confined to a Cage, whoot, if deprived of thefe, and Bird-pepper.

It is faid, that Fifteen of the Berries, pulverized, and taken inwardly,

prove a good Purge.

It grows in every Part of the Ifland, but moft luxuriant in a fandy

loofe Soil.

This is delineated in Plate XI. Fig. i.

"fhe Prickly Hoop, or the AVhite Thorn.

I
HIS derives its Name from the Ufe that is fometimes made of it

JL to hoop Veflels.

The main Stalk, when full-grown, is generally bigger than one's Arm,
dividing, near the Ground, into many prickly Branches.

Thefe grow, efpecially if fupported by low Underwood, to fometimes

near Thirty Feet in Length.

The Bark is of a whitifli Grey.

The fmall Side-branches, as well as the Leaves, are fet on alternately.

The latter are, near the Stalk, about Two Inches in Breadth, and Two
Inches and an half in Length, ending in a long fliarp Point.

Their Edges are flightly fiiipped, and the Colour of the Leaf of a faint

Green, inclined to a Yellow.

The middle Rib is ftrengthened, befides the tranfverfe ones, with Two,
or fometimes more, longitudinal ftrong Veins, or Ribs.

The Flowers are fucceeded by middle-fized Berries, red when ripe.

Thefe are fometimes eaten by Men, but chiefly by Birds.

The Aloes Plant ; Lat, Aloe vulgaris.

np HIS very fucculent Plant hath one large Root, with a great many
other fmall ftringy Roots growing from it.

The Number of Leaves are generally about Twenty.

Thefe,
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Thefe, near the Roots, are Two Inches broad, and near one thick,

gorwing to Eighteen or Twenty Inches high, ending in a fharp Point.

Each Side of the Leaf is guarded, at every Half-inch Diftance, with a

flrong fmall Prickle.

Out of the Middle of thefe Leaves rifes a flender conic Stalk, {bme-

times divided into Two Forks, at uncertain Diflance from the Root.

This rifes about Eighteen Inches above the Top of the Leaves, bearing,

near the Summits, feveral pendulous yellow monopetalous Flowers, whofe

(JriC are divided into Six Segments ; thefe furrounding the Stalk for near

Four Inches downwards from the Top, making a very agreeable Appear-

ance.

Each Flower hath a fmall Aperture at the End ; thro' which a great

Number of fmall blackifh Seeds drop out, when ripe.

It will not, I hope, be improper, in this Place, to obferve the Method
of planting, cutting, and boiling of Aloes, fince there are many Parts of

his Majefhy's Plantations, befides thefe Summer-Iflands, that would pro-

duce this Plant, with proper Care and Nourifhment.

The Land deligned for Aloes mufl: be firft weeded clean, and then

holed Three Inches deep, at about Six Inches Diftance.

Then the Suckers from the old Plants, or thofe produced from the

Seeds, are planted in thefe Holes.

The Land, for the firft Year, mufl: be kept clean from Weeds ; after-

wards, the Shade of the Leaves of the Plant will keep the Weeds under.

Being thus planted, there will be no Occafion to replant it for Seven

Years.

It comes to its Perfedion in a Year's time.

The Month of March is the propereft Seafbn to make the Aloes ; which

is done in the following manner :

Every Slave hath by him Three or Four portable Tubs.

The Leaves, being cut near the Roots, are thrown into thefe, with

their broken Ends downwards ; and as the Leaves are full of large longi-

tudinal Veins or Veflels, they yield an eafy PafTage to the Juice (which

is of a greenifh-yellow Colour) to drip out.

This being boiled for about Five Hours in a Copper, or Kettle, the

watry Particles evaporate ; and the Remainder comes to a Confiftency, and

thickens, as Sugar doth when fufficiently boiled.

The way to know when it is enough boiled is, to dip a Stick in the

Liquor, and obferve whether the Aloe, flicking to it when cold, breaks

fhort : If it doth, then it is boiled to Perfedlion, and fit to be poured into

Gourds or Galabafhes, or other VefTels, for Ufe.

Aloe is much made ufe of in Purges, and juflly efleemed of great Ser-

vice in many Cafes.

However, Dr. James , in his Medicinal Didionary, fays, it ought

not to be given to Women with Child, nor to Perfons fubjedl to the

Piles ; for it rarefies the Blood too much, and caufes Hemorrhoids.

Hen-
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Hen-turd, or Dart-Wood.

THIS grows in fpiral Branches from the Root, but fcldom above

Twelve Feet high, each feemingly jointed at about Twelve Inches

afunder.

The Wood is of a very clofe Grain, and heavy
;

very little inferior in

Solidity to Box-wood.

It hath the Name of Dart-wood, from the former Ufe made of it in

Lances and Darts ; with which, by the Permiflion of our Laws, Negro
Watchmen were to be armed, to defend their own, or the Goods of their

Maflers, from Robbers. However, a late Cuftom hath allowed thefe the

Ufe of Swords.

The Name of Hen's-turd was likewife given it from the blackifli un-

favoury Pulp of the Berry, which it bears.

This fucceeds a fmall white BlofTom.

The Berry itfelf, when ripe, is of a brownifh Colour.

7>&^ Crab-bush, <?r /^^ Sea-side Laurel.

THIS is a fmall bufhy Shrub, thickly cloathed with green ftiff fhine-

ing Leaves, many in Number, and about Three Inches long.

Thefe are narrower at the Stalk than their Extremities.

They bear many apetalous Flowers, fucceeded by brownifli Berries.

Thefe, when ripe, are greedily eaten by the Land-crabs.

"fhe White Sage ; Lat. Camara Salvia.

TH I S is a thick bufhy Shrub, growing to about Two Feet high.

Its Leaves are fmall and rough, of a whitifli Grey, and thick-fet,

generally Three together rovmd the Stalk, in a triangular manner ; their

Edges being bluntly ferrated.

The Flowers are of the galeated, monopetalous kind, divided at their

Extremities into Four unequal Segments, of a pale Red, altering gene-

rally at the Difais to a bright-yellow Colour.

Thefe Flowers are many in Number, fupported upon Stalks rifing from

the Bofom of the Leaves ; the tubulous Part ferving for Seed-veflels.

Each Flower is fucceeded by a fmall purplifh Berry.

Thefe ferve for Food to Sparrows, and other Birds ; and the Leaves of

the Shrub, being either boiled into a Decodtion, or made into Tea, are

an excellent Sudorific and Pecloral.

It grows chiefly in dry Places, and flourifhes all the Year round.

R r The
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I'he MiSLETOE, or Bird's Turd.

TH E Origin of this Shrub is a fmall white Berry, containing a very

glutinous milky Juice.

Thefe, when ripe, are eaten by Birds ; and I y them often voided upon

other Trees, where they flick very ^aft, and foon after germinate.

I am apt to believe, that this brownifh Juice hath likewife a corrofive

Quality, which frets and wears away the outward Bark of the Tree on
which it fticks

;
by this means opening a Paflage for the new tubular

Roots of the Berry, to penetrate among thofe larger Vefiels of the Tree,

thro' which the nutritious Juices are conveyed.

Thefe Roots being thus able to fuck Nourifhment, the young Sprout

foon grows generally at firfh in Two or Three fpiral Convolutions or

Twifliings round the Branch : By thus grafping, it not only flrengthens

its weak Roots, and takes a firmer hold of the Tree ; but fuch a Liga-

ture, as it grows, finks deep into the Bark, and prevents, in a great mea-
fure, the further progrefiive Motion of the Juices ; fo that thefe, receding

but a little Way back towards the Root, are abforbed, and fucked

up, by the numerous Mouths in the Roots of this foftering Shrub, which
daily penetrate more and more into the Tree.

What confirms me in this Opinion, is, that the Branch, from the Place

where the Mifletoe takes Root, to the Top, is generally in a very decay-

ing Condition.

The Leaves of this parafitical Shrub are of a dark Green, fet on in a

pennated manner, never terminated by an odd one.

This grows to about Three Feet high, and bufhy, bearing a fmall white

Flower, fucceeded by a Berry, as above defcribed.

The milky Juice, being fqueezed out, is made ufe of to cure Fluxes

and Lasks.

It grows chiefly upon Orange-trees.

I'he Narrow-le av'd Missletoe.

THIS grows in Tufts, confifting of Six or Seven narrow Leaves, of

about Six Inches long.

They are generally to be found in the Clefts of the Bark of Cedar-

trees.

T'he Spirit Weed.

nr*HIS is a ftrong shrub, having many fubftantial Roots.

Its Leaves are pennated about Three Inches long, and fharp-

pointed.

The
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The Flowers are yellow, ftanding upon long Footftalks, rifing generally

from the Bofom of the Leaves, and of the tctrapetalous Kind.

Thefe are fucceeded by a fmall Berry, of a dark-red^ when ripe ; con-

taining fometimes Two or more blackifh Seeds.

A Decodion of this Wood is efteemed to be a ftrong Diuretic.

The Pigeon-Wood.

TH I S is a flirubby Tree, feldom growing to above Six Feet high.

The Wood is very folid ; and the Bark whitifh.

Its numerous fmall Branches are thickly cloathed with fmall round-

pointed winged Leaves.

The fmall white Bloflbms it bears are fucceeded by a great many white

Berries.

Tthe Sweet Wood-tree.

THIS is of Two forts ; the one bearing a Berry like a Damafcen.

That v/hich bears the white Bark is the beft and moft folid Tim-
ber.

That with the green Bark, and white within, is of lefs Value.

The Leaves of the former refemble thofe of the Bay-tree.

Thefe are fet on alternately.

The Berries are fupported by fmall Pedicles, rifing from the Bofom of

the Leaves.

Thefe, when ripe, are eaten by Pivets, and Ground-doves, ^c,

I'he Balsam-tree.

THIS is a middle-Hzed Tree, growing generally in Gullies, and

fhady Places.

Its Roots are few, but ftrong.

The Colour of the Bark is of a reddifh Grey.

Its Branches are many and fpiral, thickly cloathed with very fmooth

fhining fucculent Leaves, pale underneath, and green above.

Thefe are narrow at the Stalk, but broad and round-pointed at their

Extremities.

Their Edges are fmooth, and tinged with a pale Yellow.

The Flowers confift of Six ftrong white Leaves, furrounding a yellowifli

Thrum, and fupported by Four white capfular Leaves.

The Stalks bearing the Flowers are long, white, and brittle.

The fuccceding Berries are of an oblong Shape, about the Bigneis of z^

Nutmeg, and of a deep Red, when ripe.

Thefe are decorated with a Cot'o?ia at the Top.

The
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Th^ Berry is likewife marked with Six unindent.ed Seams of a blackifli

Colour, feemingly dividing it into fo many Partitions.

The Leaves, Stalk, and Fruit, when broken, emit a white glutinous

Liquid, which will harden by the Heat of the Sun.

I'he Lignum Rorum.

H E Bark of this (hrubby Tree is of a dark Green, ftreaked with

White, efpecially on the younger Branches.

' Thefe are covered with fmooth deep-green round-pointed Leaves, Five

Inches long, and near Three broad.

The fmaller Twigs fuftain Bunches of white Flowers, each compofed

of Six Petals furrounding Six flender pale yellowifh Stamina.

Thefe inclofe a whitifh Piftil, which is fucceeded by a fmall Berry of a

purple Red, when ripe.

The younger Branches are feemingly jointed.

Thefe, and every other Part of this Tree, have fo much of a terebin-

thial Quality in it, that it will, when even half-dried, burn like a Candle.

From this Quality it derives the Name of yack-Lanter7t
; for, being

tied into Fagots, and lighted, it ferves the Fifhermen inftead of Torches,

to fifh in the Night-time for Crahs and Lobfters.

It grows generally in fhady Places.

the Coffee-tree Lat, Jasminum Arabicum.

TH E Coffee-tree, if fheltered, grows to be about Fifteen Feet high,

tho' its common Growth feldom exceeds Twelve.

It divides into feveral {lender Branches, generally fpiral.

The Bark likewife is of a fmooth reddifh-grey Colour.

The Branches are cloathed with Four-inch long fharp-pointed dark-

green Leaves, their Edges being waved or linuated in an elegant regular

manner.

Among thefe Leaves rife a great many Five-leaved white Flowers, each

Petal being round-pointed ; the Whole furrounding feveral fhort white

Sta7nina^ loaded with apices,

Thefe likewife furround the Piftil, which is the Rudiment of the fuc-

ceeding Berry.

This, even when ripe, is covered with a thin husky Capfula ;
which,

when fufficiently dried in the Sun, eafily cracks, and difcovers the Berry,

which is too well known to want a further Defcription.

1

Box-
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Box-Wood.

THIS Shrub is covered with a whitifli-grey Bark.

Its Leaves are about Two Inches long, and One broad ; and are

generally fliarp-pointed.

Thefe are fet on the Branches alternately.

The Flowers are of the tubular ftellated Kind, fucceedcd by fmall

Berries, which are eaten by Birds of different kinds.

This Shrub generally grows in the Shade : Several of thefe are to be

found on the Eftate of 'John Collito?2^ Efq; in St. l^ucy\ Parifh.

I'he Wild Honey-tree*

THIS Tree grows to a confiderable Bignefs.

The Bark is fomewhat fulcated, "and of a reddifh-grey Colour.

The Leaves are of a deep Green, fmooth, and winged, exadlly refem-

bling Ivy-Leaves.
^

Its white Flowers are fucceeded by Berries, fomewhat round, as big as

a Cherry.

Thefe are of a fnowy White without ; and the Pulp within (which is

as fweet as Honey, and as yellow as Gold) is divided into Partitions, in-

cluding many fmall Seeds.

I found this Tree on a fmall Grove belonging to Mr. Jofeph Jorclany

jun. in St. Lucys Parifh.

T'he Black Cherry-tree.

T^HIS Tree feldom rifes above Eighteen or Twenty Feet high.

The Bark is of a ruffet Grey, and the Branches thickly cloathed

with dark-green Leaves of about Two Inches long, and one and an half

broad.

The Flowers are white, and of the rofaceous Kind.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall black Cherries, fomewhat larger, and

more compreffed at both Ends, than the Englijh Black-cherry.

Their fweetifh Pulp furrounds a foft Kernel.

They are generally ripe in Aicguji and September^ and are eaten by Men
as well as Birds.

This grows in almoft every Parifh in the lAand*

l^he Black Sage-bush.

T^HIS hath a great many ftrong Roots.

The main Stalk is cloathed with a blackifli Bark.

The Leaves, which are high-ribbed, and corrugated, arc about Two
Inches and an half long, and above One broad.

S f Thefe
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Thefe are fet on alternately.

The Top-branches fbftain a Spike, thickly fludded with very fmall

ftellated Flowers, which are fucceeded by as many fmall fharp-pointed

Berries, red when ripe.

The Leaves, as well as the whole Shrub, have a ftrong Sage-Hke Smell.

A Decoction of thefe is juftly looked upon to be an excellent Sudorific:

It grows in mofl: Parts of the Ifland.

T'he Ink-Vine.

TH I S is a creeping weak Vine, fupported by the neighbouring

Rocks, or Underwood, ^c.
Its Leaves are of a middle Size, divided into Three deep Sedions*

It bears many blue Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall Berries, very black within.

This Vine growls in dry fhady Places.

The Juice of this Vine is fo black, that it refembles Ink, from w^hence

it derives its Name.

Chigery-bush,

^
I

*HERE is fcarce any Difference between this and what we have

already called Soldier-bujh.

And, as the latter, in fome Parts of the liland, go under the Name of

the former, I take the only Diftindlion between thefe feemingly different

Plants to be more owing to either the Male or Female kind, or to the

more luxuriant Growth of this fame Plant in various Soils, than to any

other real Difference.

It grows generally in fhady Places.

T'he Wild Calabash.

TH I S is a Shrub, growing about Ten Feet high, the Branches being

, generally very ftrait, thickly covered with long green Leaves ; in

Shape not ill refembling thofe of a Laurel.

From the Bofom of the Leaves, on fhort Footftalks, arife a great Num-
-ber of fmall Berries, black when ripe.

Thefe are eaten by Pivets, and other Birds.

Cat's-Blood.

THIS is a fmall weak Shrub, cloathed with a Bark of a reddiih

Grey.

The leiler Branches are geniculated.

^v/:.-::.: The
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The Leaves which thickly cover thcfc, are about an Inch and a Quar-
ter long, and about half an In :!i broad, and fliarp -pointed, bearing, on
{lender Spikes, feveral very fmall Four-leav'd Flowers.

The PiPcil, which grows from the Centre of each, is tipped with an
u^pex^ and fucceeded by a fmall red Berry.

A Cataplafm of this Plant, bruifed, is very juftly looked upon to be

a good Vulnerary.

It grows chiefly in fhady Places ; and blooms in yum and yuly,

I have found this Plant in great Plenty in the Parifhes of St. Peter and

St. Lucy.

The So ldierVbush.

TH i S Plant is jointed, at different Diftances, from Three to Eight

Inches afunder.

Its Roots are ftrong and fibrous ; the main Stalk, and its divided

Branches, growing often above Four Feet high.

The Leaves are near Six Inches long, and Four broad.

Its upper Side is thinly befet with very fhort hairy Briftles.

From the Top of the Branches rife fmall white Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall white Berries, fpotted with Black.

There often grows at the Root of this Plant a fungous Excrefcence,

Vvhich anfwers the End of Touchwood.

It is juftly efteemed an excellent Vulnerary, and with great Succefs,

made a Part of moft kinds of healing Salves*

Pops; Lat, AlKekengi Indicum majus.

THIS Plant hath a fiftular quadrangular Stalk, growing to about

Two Feet high, cloathed with thin flender Leaves, Four Inches

long, and Two broad, having their Edges, at uncertain Diftances, neatly

fnipped.

Upon the Top of the Stalks appear feveral yellow apetalous Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by thin bluifh capfular Pods, which inclofe a

round green Fruit of about the Bignefs of a fmall Cherry.

As this ripens, and turns yellow, the outward Pod, or Covering, which

is of a blunt conic Form, withers, and drops off.

The Fruit is full of fmall Seeds, not difagreeable to the Taffe.

They are juftly looked upon to be very diuretic.

There is another Plant, which bears the fame kind of Fruit.

This differs from that already defcribed, by being a creeping fcandent

Plant, and its Leaves fliorter and thicker than the former. •

This is called the Vop-Vi7ie^ and grows in moft Parts of the Ifland

;

efpecially under the Shelter of Hills.
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I'he Berry-busHj or Hedge-bush.

THIS often grows to about Seventeen Feet high, cloathed with

green Leaves, Six Inches long, and an Inch and an half broad.

Thefe are fet on the Branches alternately, having their middle Ribs

thickly guarded with fharp reddifli Prickles.

The Ends of the lelTer Branches fuftain a great Number of white

Five-leaved Flowers.

Thefe Petals furround a yellow Piftil, divided at the Top.

This is fucceeded by a fmall red Berry, which is looked upon to be

very wholfome : However, its Tafte is not very agreeable, and therefore

feldom eaten by Men.

I'he Wild Pepper-grass.

THIS hath a great many ftrong fbingy Roots, penetrating about

Five Inches into the Earth.

The Bark of the main Stalk is greyifli, foon dividing into numerous

fmall Branches, thickly covered with very fmall fharp-pointed Leaves.

From among thefe rife very many Pedicles, fupporting feveral fmall

Star-like Flowers, fucceeded by very many capfular round Pods, inclofing

a great many very minute ruflet Seeds.

The whole Plant feldom grows above Two Feet high.

It is to be found in almoft every Part of the Ifland.

"The Fire-burn Weed.

TH E main Stalk of this Plant grows to be about Three Feet high.

It is generally of a green Colour, chanelled and pithy.

The Leaves are about Three Inches long, and Two in Breadth, having

their middle, as well as their tranfverfe Ribs ftrong and prominent.

From among thefe rife a great many Footftalks, or Pedicles, of a pale

Red, fupporting, upon a Spire, a great many fmall white-leaved Flowers,

each coniifting of Four Petals, furrounding a white Piftil.

Thefe are fucceeded by many fmall Berrries, red when ripe ; whofe

Pulp (which inclofe a great many blackifti Seeds) is likcwife as red as

Blood.

Gooseberry Shrub.

THE main Stalk of this fcandent Shrub divides near the Earth into

many lefter ones.

The Bark of thefe is of a dark-yellowifti Green.

The Leaves which grow in Pairs upon one common Footftalk, are

fmall, fmooth, and fucculent, having their Edges fomewhat tinged with

YeJlow.

The
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The Flowers are fucceedcd by Berries about as big as a middling

Goofeberry.

Thefe are coronated at the Top ; the Infide containing, in an agree-

able fweetifh Pulp, feveral fmall Aci?ii^ like thofe of Coofcbcrries.

This Berry is, above all others, remarkable, by a great many fmall

Leaves, which grow upon the Outfide of it.

The feveral Branches of this Shrub are likewife guarded with very

iliarp-pointcd Prickles.

I found this growing in great Plenty on the Eftate of the Honourable

yohn Maj'cock, Efq; in St. Lucy s Parifli.

"the Wild Caterpiller; Z.^^/. Blitum Americanum
fpinofum.

THIS chiefly differs from the eatable Sort, by the Smallnefs of its

Leaves, as well as that the feveral Tufts of Leaves are guarded

near the main Stalks with Two or Three fharp-pointed Prickles.

Thefe are likewife of the red and white Sort, differing fcarce in any

thing but Colour.

They grow chiefly in open Fields ; efpecially at the Plantation of the

Honourable Willia?n Mayimrd^ Efq; in St. T^ho7nas s Parifli.

Milk-Weed.

THIS ladefcent Plant is difl;inguiflied into the red and white Sort.

Thefe feldom rife above Fifteen Inches high.

The main Stalk, with its flender Side-branches, is thickly covered with

feveral Pairs of fmall pennated Leaves^ fomething inclinable to an oval

Shape, having their Edges finely ferrated.

From the Bofoms of the Leaves rife a great many fmall Pedicles,

fuftaining on their Summits a Group of very fmall, fcarce perceivable,

white tubular Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by fmall Berries

The Roots or the Stalks of this Plant, when wounded, emit a milky

Juice.

It grows in mofl: Parts of the Ifland, and is made ufe of as Part of

the Ingredients in Diet-drinks, to cleanfe the Blood.

T
Dove-Weed.

HIS fmall Plant feldom rifes above a Foot hig-h.

Its Roots are fibrous and many.

Its main Stalk divides into feveral Side-branches.

Thefe
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Thefe are very thickly clcathed in an alternate Order, with fmall

oval Leaves, not ill refembling thofe of Tamarinds.

Its Flowers, which are monopetalous, whofe Or^ are divided into

Five Sedions, are fucceeded by fmall Capfiihe^ fomewhat refembling

Berries.

The fmall Doves feed on thefe ; and from thence this Plant derives

its Name.
This Plant, reduced to Powder, is a great Drier-up of old Sores.

The milky Juice, which iffues out of the Stalk, is looked upon to be

good to deftroy Warts.

It grows in moft Parts of the Ifland, efpecially in rocky or gravelly

Soil.

GUMMA-BUSH.

THIS grows to be about Eighteen Inches high, the Stalk very

green and fucculent.

The Leaves are about Two Inches long, and above an Inch broad

;

their Edges being irregularly and deeply ferrated.

From among the Leaves arife a great many white fmall Five-leaved

Flowers, inclofing broad clofe yellow Stam'ma^ furrounding a green

Stylus.

The Flowers are fucceeded by very round fmall Berries, black when

ripe.

The Leaves of the Plant are made ufe of by the Negroes, as boiled

Sallad ; but feldom, if ever, made ufe of by the White Inhabitants.

Tthe White Hercules.

' I ^HIS differs chiefly from the other by the Colour of its inner

Bark, which is white.

The Flowers are very fmall, and of the herbaceous Kind.

Thefe are fucceeded by a capfular Bunch, full of fmall black oval

Seeds.

The Buds of this Tree, boiled into a Decodlion, are very good to

cure a Diftemper called the Red Water in Cattle.

This grows befl: under the Shade of an Hill.

BouMBo Bush.

HP HIS Bufh hath a very offenflve ftrong Smell.

It grows to about Two Feet high, thickly cloathed with Leaves.

It grows in moft Parts of the Ifland.

PURSLAIN,
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PuRSLAiN, White Red.

* l
"" H E S E differ very little, if any thing, from thofe in England^

except in the Ranknefs of their Growth here.

They are generally boiled and ufed, when more valuable Greens are

not in Plenty.

T^he Arabian Jessammy; Z.^/. Jasminum five Sambac
Arabum.

THIS is a woody creeping Vine, cloathed with dark-green fharp-

pointed Leaves, of about Two Inches long, and one broad, bear-

ing Seven-leaved white fragrant Flowers.

Thefe are fupported by Seven very fharp-pointed graminous Leaves.

This' is planted chiefly in Gardens, or near Dwelling-houfes.

It yields a very agreeable fragrant Smell, and keeps its Verdure all the

Year.

TiTHYMALOIDES.

TH E Roots of this are very numerous and ftrong.

The main Stalk branches near the Earth, into many fpiral ftrong

Twigs.

T' e Bark of the Trunk, near the Roots, is fmooth and whitifh ; but

all irs Branches of a deep Ihining Green, keeping their grateful Verdure

undiminiflied thro' every Seafon of the Year.

Thefe are cloathed with thick fucculent green round-pointed Leaves,

of about Four Inches long, and Two in Breadth, having their fmooth

Edges a little tinged with Yellow.

Thefe are likewife fet on the Branches alternately.

The Flower, which is of a fine deep Red, cannot be reduced to anv

Clafs that hath hitherto been defcribed by any Botanical Writer, it being

a triangular fharp-pointed fmall horizontal bheath ; the Top of the Piflil

jutting out, making the Extremity of the longefl; Angle : This, on the In-

fide of the Flower, is covered with a yellow farinaceous Duft.

From the fame narrow Aperture appear feveral fmall Stamina^ tipped

with green Apices.

Thefe Flowers are fucceeded by triangular fmall Berries, of a dark Red
when ripe.

Each of thefe inclofes Three angular Seeds.

The Berries, Branches, and Leaves, are full of a thick glutinous milky

Juice.

The only Place that I have feen this was at Cluff's Bay^ in St, Lucys
Parifh.

This very feldom grows in any other Part of the Ifland.

The
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n'he fmall Wild Cucumber.

TH I S is a fmall Vine, creeping generally along old Walls.

Its Leaves are thin, and (harp-pointed, of about an Inch and an
half long, and as broad near the Stalk, where they grow out, as it were,

into Ears.

The Flowers are fucceeded by a fmall fmooth Fruit, of about the

Bignefs and Form of a Thimble.

Thefe, when ripe, are of a bluifh black Colour, and are eatable.

7y6^ Poison-Wyth.

THIS is a large fcandent ligneous fhrubby Vine, whofe lloots are

very many, and ftrong ; and the main Body of the Wyth, near

the Ground, as large as one's Arm, and fomewhat flattifh.

This climbs to a great Height, and is cloathed with fharp-pointed

green Leaves of above Three Inches long, and near Two broad.

If the main Stalk is cut off near the Ground, or at any Height, the

upper Part, covering the Trees or Rocks, will flill furvive, and in a
fhort time fend down, from feveral Parts, long ftringy Filaments

;

which, growing downward, take Root, and fupply the Place of the

broken-off Stalk,

The Flowers are, in Appearance, like a Bunch of red Coral, fucceeded

by fmall Berries, black when ripe.
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'The Prickle-Yellow-Wood ^ Lat, Xanthoxylum.

THIS is a Timber-Tree, growing large enough to be faw'd into

Planks, or Boards, for Tables, and other Ufes. Its Roots are

many and ftrong. The Wood is of a very fine clofe Grain,

ponderous, and of a yellow Colour ; and the Bark of a reddifh Grey.

The main Branches are many, (hooting out into a great Number of lefTer

ones : Thefe are beautifully decorated with a great many winged Leaves.

The Edges of thefe are regularly indented ; and between each Segment the

Leaf is generally waved, or labiated. Its Length is about two, and its

Breadth about one Inch. The whole Tree, particularly when young, is

guarded with fhort Prickles. The Flowers are fucceeded by a Group of

black fhining flat Seeds, inclos'd in iva?^ Capful<z : Thefe are very fmall,

and of a fhining Black, affording by Expreffion a great Quantity of Oil.

Wild Hemp.

THERE are two Sorts of this Plant, the White and Red : The
latter never grows above two Feet high : The other, which is moft

ufeful, to above five Feet. The outward Coat of this, when ripe, afiords

U u numerous
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numerous ftrong Filaments, fomewhat coarfer than what is peeled off from

our Englijh Hemp-plant : This ferves to make Ropes, and fuch Ufes.

The Flowers are yellow, fucceeded by fmall Capfulcey inclofing a great

Number of fmall black Seeds. The Stalks and Leaves are thickly cover-

ed with ftiff Hairs, fharp even to a Pricklinefs. The Leaf is bluntly

ferrated, and high-rib'd ; in Length about two Inches, and in Breadth

about an Inch and an half.

I'he Barbados Pink.

TH I S is a very flender, bufhy, creeping Vine, full of fmall Side-

branches, cloathed with numerous very narrow grafly Leaves, ge-

nerally fet on alternately. The Flowers, which are tubular and monope-

talous, are of a deep Scarlet. Their Ores are divided into five Segments,

the intermediate Spaces forming as many fharp-pointed Angles. The In-

fide of the tubular Part of the Flower appears whitifh. From this Part

rife feveral Stamina^ tipped with whitifh Apices. The Flowers are fucceed-

ed by fmall CapfulcSy each containing a blackifh Seed.

"The Hop-Shrub 5 Lat. Melifla altiffima globularia.

THIS Shrub grows to be about five Feet high. The Leaves are

fmooth, and round-pointed, and of about three Inches long, and

above one broad. Thefe are fet on the Branches in an alternate Order.

The Flowers, which ftand on long ligneous Pedicles, are each fucceeded

by very thin brownifh Capfulce, refembling at a Diftance Hops, and of

a triangular Shape. This is blown out like a Bladder between each Angle, as

well as every Angle terminating in a thin Border, or Ala*

Monkey-Vine.
'T^ HIS is a long creeping Vine, of a dark-reddifli Colour, and hairy.

The Leaves are of an Heart-fafhion, but fomewhat auriculated near

the Stalk. From the Bottom of the Leaves rife many long tubular white

Flowers, whofe Orce are much expanded, and ting'd with Purple. From
the Centre of the Flower rife feveral white Stamina^ tipp'd with long

white Apices. The Flowers are fucceeded by a fmall round whitifh Cap-

ftila^ each inclofing fix black angular Seeds, not much larger nor unlike

Onion- feeds.

Plantain-Shot; Z.^^/. Cannacorus.

THIS Plant grows generally in fhady Places, and often to five Feet

high. Its main Stalk is tubular, cloathed at different Diftances with

very fmooth green Leaves, in Make and Subftance very much refembling a

Plantain-Leaf. Thefe are about nine Inches long, and five broad. The
I Flowers
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Flowers ftand upon ftrong Footftalks, each having at firft the Appear-

ance ofa fcarlet Pod ofan Inch and an half long : When this opens, it difco-

vers three fcarlet fpoon-like Leaves. The Iniide of one of thefe, when it

defled:s back, appears ftained with Yellow and Red. From the Centre of

the Leaves rifes a reddifh flat Pointal, incircled by another reddifh Leaf,

fpotted with Yellow ; to whofe Edge, near the Top, flicks a long whitifli

Apex. The Flowers are fucceeded by fmall Capfulcc^ each incloflng a round

black hard Seed, as big as Swan-fliot : From thefe, and the Make of its

Leaves, they derive the Name of Plantain- fliot.

Logwood ; Lat, Campechiana.

WHAT is called here the Logwood-tree hath a dark-coloured

Bark, the Branches fpreading open and wide : Thefe are here-and-

there guarded with Prickles. The Leaves are many, and very fmall.

Wild Clary ^ Lat. Heliotropium Americanum.

THIS Plant grows to about eighteen Inches high ; the Stalk green

and hairy. The Leaves are feton alternately, furrounding the Stalk:

Thefe are of a middle Size, rough and crumpled, having their Edges much
finuated. From the Top rifes a long gramineous Spike, fludded wath very

fmall monopetalous whitifli Flowers: Thefe are fucceeded by many fmall

Seeds.

Hop-Weed.

'T^ HERE are two Species of this Plant, diflinguiflied by the Name of
^ White,and Red : TheRed grows to about eighteen Inches high. T he

Leaves are rough, and about two Inches long, and above an Inch broad

;

their Edges being irregularly ferrated. From the Bofom of the Leaves rife

many Footftalks, thick-fet with blue tubular Flowers, fucceeded by fmall

Seeds. A Decodion of this Plant is made ufe of, as a gentle Gargle, to cure

fore Mouths.

MusKETo-BusH, or the WmTE Hop-Weed.

'np HIS derives its Name from its either real or pretended Service in

driving away, by its Smell, Mufketoes from Bed-chambers, or elfe-

where, by having a Bufli or Bough of it hanging in the Room. Its Roots

are many ; and the Stalk is four-fquare, and every Square chanelled. It

grows in rich Land, to often above four Feet high. This is furrounded by

two-inch long fliarp-pointed Leaves, whofe Edges are irregularly ferrated.

The Top of the Stalk fupports a blunt-pointed conic plufhy Tuft, difcover-

ing fevcral fmall tubular blue Flowers, fucceeded by many fmall Seeds.

7he
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The Wild Peny-Royal.

THIS is of two Sorts, the Red, and the White, diftinguifhed by the

Colour of the Stalks. It is, in general, a low groveling Plant, jointed at

every Inch and an half Diftance : From thefe Joints iffue a Pair of winged

Leaves. From the Bofom of the Leaves rife feveral fmall Tufts of whitifli

ftamineous Flowers, fucceeded by a Pair of winged Leaves, extending each

fide the Stalk: Thefe are fomewhat fharp-pointed, of about an Inch long,

and their Edges fomewhat finuated. From the middle of thefe Bunches of

Flowers rife feveral leffer Leaves. The Capfulce that fucceed the Flowers, pro-

duce fmall Seeds.

The Worm-Seed Weed.

np HIS, it is faid, very much refembles the true Semen Santonicumy
^ which is exported to England from Al'xandria: It is here to be

found in great Plenty, upon the fandy Intrenchments near Bridge-l'own.

Caterpillers. Lat, Blitum Brafilianum.

OF thefe there are two Species, the White, and the Red, both eatable,

when boiled as Spinage; and they are, in my Opinion, very little

inferior to the latter in their agreeable Tafte, and their wholfome Qualities.

The red Sort grows often to above two Feet high, efpecially if cultivated in

Gardens. Its Roots are many, white, and ftringy. The main Stalk, as well as

the lefler fide ones, are reddifh, thick, and fucculent : Even thefe, efpecially

the lefler ones, when boiled, are very delicious. The Leaves are fomewhat

fharp-pointed, and of a pale Green, of about two Inches long, and one and a

quarter broad. The feveral Stalks end in long Spikes : Thefe are covered with

fmall farinaceous green Seeds. It grows to Perfedion chiefly in the Months of

July and Augufl\ though it may be raifed at any time of the Year, if the

Seafon proves wet, or ifthey are watered. There is a third wild Sort, called

the prickly Caterpiller.

Bloodworth.

THIS is a bulbous Plant, its Roots much refembling that of an Onion,

conflfl:ing of feveral Coats or Laminas. It divides near the Ground

into feveral long green Leaves, Thefe are kept very upright by many longi-

tudinal ftifl"Ribs. Among the Leaves rifes a flender Stalk, which, near the

Summit, bears a fmall tubular white Flower, which is fucceeded by a fmall co-

nic CapfuU^ containing feveral fmall Seeds. The Root of this Plant, pound-

ed, is an excellent Antidote againfl Poifon.

The
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The Wild-Marigold; Lat. Afterifcus frutcfcens.

THIS grows to about two Feet high, the main Stalk is fquare, and the

Leaves broad, and rough ; the Top, of the Stalks fupport yellow

Flowers like thofe of Marigold ; the Petals are fucceeded by a hard Button-

like Cafjula^ which inclofes feveral flat fmall Seeds.

Pond-Weed.

THIS Plant grows beft in wet moift Land, where it often rifes three Feet

high ; its Roots are many and fibrous ; the main Stem and Branches

are of a dark Green, and hairy, cloathed with Leaves four Inches long, and

one broad; thefe are likewife high- ribbed, and have their Edges finely

denticulated. From the Bofom of the Leaves rife many long Spikes thickly

covered on the upper Side with very fmall, white, pentapetalou<; Flowers,

and fucceeded by feveral minute Capful(£^ inclofed in a green Calyx ; the

former are fucceeded by feveral fmall black Seeds.

Th^ Hog-Sl I p.

TH IS is a trailing herbaceous Vine, cloathed with fliarp-pointed Leaves

;

from the Bofom of the Leaves rife feveral two-inch Footftalks, fup-

porting an umbilical Group of monopetalous yellow Flowers, whofe Edges

are flightly fegmented. From the Centre of the Flower rife feveral broad

fhort Stamina^ furrounding a Piftiltipp'd with bluifli apices-, thefe are fuc-

ceeded by feveral Capfulcs^ inclofing, when ripe, feveral black Seeds. The
Vine is of the herbaceous Kind, and much coveted by Hogs. From thence it

derives this Name.

The Broom-Vv EED.

'T^HE Species of this Plant is divided into three Sorts, the White,

the Red, and the large crumple-leaved Broom-weed ; a Decodlion of

each Kind proves to be a ftrong Diuretic ; the Leaf of the white fort ex-

aftly refembles that of the Green-Tea.

Tobacco; Z.^/. Nicotiana.

'T^ HIS Plant hath been fo often and fo well defcribed, that I need only

obferve, that it is here planted but very fparingly, and that chiefly by

the Slaves, and the poorer Sort of White Inhabitants, but none for Exporta-

tion. It is very liable to be defl:royed at the Roots by a Grub, or large Worm,
called by the common People Kitifonia \ the Leaves are likewife often de-

ftroyed by a fmall green Worm of the Eruca Kind.

Xx
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The Thistle, or Rabbit-Weed.

np HIS hath its prickly Leaves in common with moft other Thiftlcs*

From the Centre of thefe Leaves rifes a green Spire, whofe Extremity

fupports a Flower fomething like a Marigold, whofe whitifli Petals furround

a yellow Thrum.

Tuberose ; Lat, Hyacinthus Indicus Tuberofus.

'T^ H I S is fo well known here, and in England^ that it would be Lofs

of Time to afford it a particular Defcription.

7^/6^ Wild-Slip.

HIS Vine is generally fupported by the neighbouring low Shrubs

;

its Leaves are of a middle Size, and of a {lender Texture, and are fet

on alternately ; from among thefe rife on fhortFootflalks feveral Bell-

fafhion Flowers, of a pale White, on the Outfideand the Infide, beautifully

l-lained with a fine purple Colour.

Bachelor Button, or Everlasting; Z.^/. Amaran-
thoides Lichnidis.

'T^ HIS Plant hath many white Roots, the Stalk fucculent, large and
jointed, of a fine deep fcarlet Colour ; from each Joint rife two op-

pofite Footftalks, of about an Inch long, fomewhat hairy like the main

Stalk : Thefe fupport Leaves of four Inches long, and an Inch and an half

broad, round- pointed and fmooth edged j the Infide of the middle Rib
fomewhat reddifh \ the Flower fomewhat refembles that of Clover.

The Fire-Burn Bush.

^ I ^ H I S is a fcandent Shrub, having a middle-fized fharp-pointed Leaf,

bluntly jagged about the Edges ; the Middle, as well as the tranfverfe

Ribs, are prominent, and very neatly difpofed : The Seed-veflels are of a

triangular Shape, and are fet, many in Number, round lo ngflender Stalks,

rifing from the Bofom of the Leaves ; the Juice of thefe boiled, and brought

to a Confiftency with Hog's Lard, and other Ingredients, are faid to be of

great Service to cure a Fire-burn.

T^^Dialthea; Zi^A Abutilon Indicum.

npH E Roots of this Plant are few, penetrating not deep into the Ground

;

the Stalk, which grows to three Feet high, is woody and brittle, divide-

ing often into many Branches: The Bark of a full-grown Plant is of a

reddifh Brown, the Leaves, which are about two Inches long, one broad,

and
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and blunt pointed, are foft, and downy, and of a hoary Green, having

their Jidges irregularly ferrated ; their middle Ribs and tranfverfe ones are

firong and prominent. They are fet on the Stalk alternately, and from

the fetting on of thefe iflues a Group of very fmall, fiftular, one-leaved,

yellow Flowers, whofe Edges are divided into five Segments ; thefe are fuc-

ceeded by fmall black Seeds in form of fhort blunt Cones, every Capfula

havino; one.

A Cataplafm of the pounded Leaves of this Plant is looked upon as an

excellent Vulnerary.

It grows generally in dry Places.

TREES,



0/ TREES, SHRUBS, and PLANTS,

OF THE

Pruniferous KIND.
BOOK VII.

7he Bearded Fig-Tree, Ficus Bengalienfis.

TH E Miftakes of many Authors, in their Defeription of this

Tree, are fo many, that it would be endlefs to particularize them

;

at leaft, it would be an ungrateful Tafk to one who wifhes they

had left no Room for Corredion. The Roots of it are many and large:

The Body of the Tree, when old, is rather a Compofition of many joined

irregularly together, than one undivided Trunk. This is occafioncd by

the furprifing Manner that this Tree is naturally propagated ; for from

its Branches iffue, at unequal Diftances, feveral Tufts of ftringy Filaments,

each in Subftancc and Make about as thick as the Bafe-ftring of a Violin.

Thefe grow always downwards, perpendicular to the Earth, and when

they are fome Feet in Length, the Part next the Branch confolidates into

firm Wood, whilft the lower Parts hang wavingly downwards in fo many

loofe-twifted Shreds or Filaments ; but when thefe grow to reach the

Ground, they take Root, unite into firm Wood as the upper Part ; and

in a fiiort time grow to a confiderable Bulk, affording great Increafe

of NouriQiment to its once Parent-Branch
;

by which means this grows

large, and produces other progreffive, lateral, as well as many upright

Branches ; thefe, in like manner, cfpecially, the progreffive Branches, by

3 their
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their defcending Filaments produce new Trunks, and fo on fuccef-

fively.

When thcfe Filaments grow from Branches near to, and take Root

within a fmall Diftancefrom the original Parent Tree, many of them by their

quick Growth are joined fometimes partially, fometimes totally to it, and fo

in time form one irregular enormous Trunk.

I am of Opinion, that if one of thefe Trees was carefully and properly

cultivated by Art, and Cattle of all kind kept from browfing upon it ; if

the bearded Filaments were fufFered to infinuate themfelves, efpecially thofe

from near the Extremities of its longeft lowermoft Branches, or were

they guided to take Root in the Earth, one iingle Tree might be

brought to make a confiderable Grove. Its Leaves are of a fmooth

fhining Green, in length about five Inches, and above two broad, fmooth-

edged, and (harp pointed. The Flowers, as in others of the like Kind, are

contained in the Embryo Figs ; thefe latter ftand upon fhort Footftalks, and

are about the Bignefs of fmall Cherries, the infide full of fmall Acini refem-

bling eatable Figs ; which are Food only for Birds, efpecially Pivets, which

come in great Number to feed upon them when ripe. The tender Buds and

Leaves of this Tree afford, when bruifed, a milky Juice very much refem-

bling in Colour and Confidence that which iffues from the Manchaneel

Tree, but differing in its Quality, the former being, as it is faid, a fovcT

reign Remedy againfl the Poifon of the latter.

The moft remarkable of thefe Trees for Bignefs grows near Codring-

ton College. This, about fix Feet from the Ground, divides into five

Branches, each equal to a large Tree, fome of them girting round about

eight Feet. The moft lofty of thefe Branches is by moderate Computation

above forty Feet high. But as there is nothing that can be called great or

little but by Comparifon ; let us examine, as far as any credible Hiftory hath

informed us, whether any Part of the World affords of this, or any other

kind of Tree, a larger. What bid faireft for Superiority are the Cedars of

Libanus^ which they will always deferve in regard to the Goodnefs and

Solidity of their Timber, but not in Bulk ; for, according to the Reverend

Mr. Maundreh Account, the utmoft Extent of the Branches of the largeft

Cedar upon Mount Libanus^ from one Side of the Tree to the other, did not

fpread above a hundred and eleven Feet; whereas the Branches of this

reaches above an hundred and twenty-feven ; the Circumference of the Body

of the former was but twelve Yards, of this eighteen ; therefore we may
pronounce it to be the largeft Tree that hath been taken notice of in any

well attefted Hiftory. The next to this in Bignefs in this Ifiand, is in St,

ya?nes\ Church-Yard, which fpreads a Shade (very near circular) of eighty-

five Feet in Diameter ; and its Height, by Computation, is at leaft feventy

Feet. The great Mr. Milton was of Opinion, that this was the Tree with

whofe Leaves our firft Parents made to themfelves Aprons : for in defcribe-

ing their Fall he fays

;

And
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And both together went

Into the thickeft Wood: There foon they chofe

The Fig-tree, not that Kind for Fruit renown'd

;

But fuch as at this Day to Indians known
In Malabar or Decan^ fpreads her Arms
Branching fo broad and long, that in the Ground

The bearded Twigs take Root, and Daughters grow

About the Mother Tree j a pillar'd Shade

High over-arch'd, and echoing Walks between

:

There oft the Indian Herdfman, fhunning Heat,

Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing Herds,

At Loopholes cut through thickeft Shade. Thefe Leaves

They gather'd broad as Amazonian Targe;

And, with what Skill they had^ together few'd

To gird their Waift.

However noble this poetical Defcription is
; yet, as to the Matter of

Fad, it wants even Probabihty to countenance it; for the Leaves of this

Tree are fo far from being of the Bignefs of an Amazonian Target, that

they feldom or never exceed five Inches long, and not quite three broad
;

therefore we muft look for another of the Fig- Tree kind, that better anfwers

the Charadler given of this Tree by Mofes: And as the Fruit of the Bana-

na-tree is often by the moft antient Authors called a Fig, I may, I hope,

without Prefumption add my own to the already numberlefs Conjedures

of others, and look upon the Fig-tree in Paradife to be no other than the

Banana- tree; for when Pliny defcribes the AJian Fig-tree, he fays its

Leaf is maximum umbrofijftmumque ; and as the Leaves of thefe are three

Feet long, and about two broad, they may be deemed more proper than

any for a Covering; efpecially fince they might be eafily joined together,

with the numerous thread-like Filaments, which may without Labour be

peeled from the Body of this Tree. Thefe Fig-trees grow in the Rajl as

well as the Weft- Indies, ^uintus Cu7'tius^ in his Account of Alexanders

Expedition to the Indies^ excellently defcribes it. Had both the Indies

been fo well known fomc Centuries ago as they are now, that Author

would not have been (at leaft in this Inftance) thought fabulous. His

Words are thefe :

Sylv£ erant prope immenfumfpatiuin diffufae^ procerifque &' in eximiam

altitudinem editis arhoribus umbrofce. Plerique rami infiar ingentium Jli-

pitum fiexi in humum, rurfusy qua fe curvaverant^ erigebafitur^ adeo ut

fpedes ejfet non rami refurgentis^ fed arboris exfua radice generates.

Quint. Curt. Lib. IX.

The Stopper-Berry Treey Lat, Malpighia.

^
I
^ HIS grows to be a confiderable large Tree. Its Bark is of a whitifh-

red, and fcaly, often dropping off in Flakes ; the upper Branches are

thickly cloathcd with deep-green fmooth (hining Leaves, of about three

Inches
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Inches long, and near two broad ; thefe are generally fet on in Pairs. From
the Bofom^ of the Leaves rife a great many Pedicles fupporting fmall white

Flowers ; thefe are fucceeded by Berries black when ripe ; of about the Big-

nefs of a black Cherry, or rather larger and flatter ; the Pulp is of a fweet-

ifli Tafte ; this furrounds a greenifli foft Kernel 3 the Fruit is eaten by

Men as well as by feveral Kinds of Birds.

I'he Bully-Berry Tree.

HIS is a very durable Timber-tree, growing fo large as often to

exceed feventy Feet in Height ; the Bark is of a rough rugofe Tex-

ture; the Leaves are fmooth, thick, and of a fhining-dark Green. The
Fruit, which fucceeds a fmall white Flower, is round, and of a golden Colour,

having a fmall Corona at the Top : The Inflde is of a milky, clammy
Subftance, and very fweet. This thick Pulp furrounds two dark, red-

dilh, flat Stones, very much refembling the Seed of a Sappadillo ; the

greateft Number of thefe Trees are in Scotland^ at the Eftate of Thomas

Alley7te^ Efq;

The Eaft-India Mango Tree.

THIS Tree, or its Seed, was lately brought from the Rio Jante-

ro^ and grows only at the Guiney Plantation belonging to Edward
Lafcelles, Efq; Jts prefent Height is about twelve Feet ; its Leaves are nar-

row and fl^arp-pointed, being at leaft feven Inches long, and one and an

half broad : The middle Rib flrong and prominent. Thefe are fet on

the Branches in an alternate Order. Tho' this is called the Mango Tree,

yet the Leaves do not anfwer the Defcription given by others of the real

Eafl- India Mango Tree.

The Olive-Tree.

I Have feen feveral of what are here called the true Olive-Trees ; but

as they never bore any Fruit, we have only a traditional Certainty of

their being the real Trees, which, in other Parts, bear Olives ;
however,

I fhall inlert its Character. The Trunk is confiderably large, cloathed

with a whitiih-grey Bark ; the Height of the whole Tree is often above

twenty -five Feet ; its Leaves, which are many, are fet on in an alternate

Order. Thefe are about two Inches long, half an Inch broad, and fliarp-

pointed ; the upper Side green, and the under covered with a hoary

Mealinefs.

The Wild Olive-Tree.

'T^ HIS grows to the Height of a common Willow. The Bark of

the main Trunk is much fulcated, and of a dark Colour ; its Top,

by its many fmall Branches, and numerous fliarp-pointed Leaves, is very

bufhy ; thefe Leaves are generally four Inches long, and one broad, fet

on
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on the Branches in an alternate Order. The firft Appearance of the

Flower is a Tube of a brownifh-white Colour, about the Thicknefs of a

Quill, and in Length three-quarters of an Inch
;

this, near the Top, firft

bulges out, and then fplits into two Parts ; the upper, which I call the

Creft, being excavated Spoon-like ; the under Lip defleds very much
back, ending in three diftindt Divifions, each Point curling inward ; the

middlemoft having from the Socket of the Flower, to its Extremity, a

narrow Lift of fine purple Fur, or foft F'illi. As the Flower comes to

its Perfedion, the Creft, or the upper Part, defleds back from the inter-

mediate Space ; between the upper and the lower Lip rife four Stami-

nay tipp'd with Apices, furrounding a naked Piftil, which, when the

Flower drops, becomes the Rudiment of the Fruit, which is a fmall Olive,

Yellow when ripe. Thefe Trees are valued for their quick Growth, and

good Shelter, and they are chiefly planted near the Sea-fide, to fhelter the

neighbouring Fields of Corn and Cotton from being blafted by the

fait Spry of the Sea, which too often, after all Precaution, is very de-

ftrudive to thofe Plantations that adjoin to the Sea to the Eaft and North-

Eaft of the Ifland. This is delineated in Plate XIL

I
"The Fustic-Tree 3 Lat. Morus.

THERE are two Species of Fuftic-Trees, the Green and the Yel-

low ; the former is very fcarce in this Illand ; the latter is di-

'

ftinguiftied into the Male and Female, the Male bearing a two-inch
|

long Spike, or Katkin ; the Female bears on the under Part of the
|

Leaves, on the middle Rib, feveral fquammous fweetifh Berries, much I

refembling Mulberries ; thefe are eaten by Birds whilft upon the Tree,

and much coveted by Dogs when ripe, and fallen off. The Heart of'

this Tree is very yellow, and much made ufe of by the Dyers ; it is

likewife very folid and durable Timber, which makes it ufeful to make 1

Cart wheels, Thefe Trees grow beft in Gullies, and fuch Places

as are fhaded from the Wind.
j

The Gully Plum-Tree ; Lat. Mombin. I

THIS Tree, efpecially if fhaded from the Wind, grows confidera-
j

bly large, both in Bulk and Height ; the Bark upon the Trunk I

is of a very dark Grey, fulcous, and very rough ; its Branches are many, and 1

generally crooked. Thefe are cloathed with unequally pennated Leaves.
]

The Lobes are about three Inches long, and fomewhat above an Inch I

in Breadth ; the Leaf confifting generally of four Pair of Lobes, with
j

an odd one at the End. The upper Twigs fupport pyramidal Cluf-
]

ters of fmall granulated herbaceous Flowers, which are followed by I

Plums of oblong Shape, yellow when ripe, and fomewhat bigger than

large Nutmegs ; thefe in Bunches hang downwards, fupported by two-

inch- long Footftalks. Their pulpy Part is of an agreeable Tafte ; this is
j

I not
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not above one feventh of an Inch thick, covering a rough, fulcous, ftony

Kernel. This is deHneated in Plate XIII.

The White Plum-Tree.

'T^ HIS is a middle- fized Tree, the Body of it covered with a whitifh

^ Bark ; the Branches are cloath'd with Leaves of about four Inches

long, and two broad, ending in a round Point ; the flender top Branches

fuftain Groups of white fmall Flowers, which are fucceeded by a great

Number of fmall Plums, green even when ripe ; thefe by the Heat of

the Sun open into three thick Partitions, emitting a great many fcarlet

ftringy Seeds.

The Jamaica Plum-Tree.

'T^ HIS grows to a confiderable Bignefs ; the Branches are cloathed

with pennated Leaves ; the Flowers are fucceeded by oval Plums,

fomevvhat deprefied at both Ends, having their Surface here- and there in-

dented. Thefe are of a purple Colour when ripe, and of a fharp agree-

able Tafte.

The Damascen, or the Callimato-Tree ; hat, Icaco.

'T^ HIS Tree grows to about twenty Feet high. The Leaves are long,

fharp-pointed, and fmooth-edged
;

very green on the upper, and

pale on the under-fide
;
they are fet on the Branches alternately. It bears

about April a great many Flowers, very much refembling thofe of a

Sugar- apple ; thefe are fucceeded by black, longiHi, very clammy Plums,

having one, fometimes two Stones or Kernels in them, the pulpy Part be-

ing very fweet, and agreeable. The great Turtle-Doves, Pivets, ajod

Thrufhes, feed greedily upon them.

The Chigery-Grape-Tree.

THIS is a middle- fized Tree, having ftrong numerous Roots ; the

Bark of the Trunk is of a dark Grey ; the Branches are thickly

covered with Leaves ; thefe are about five Inches in Length, and two
in Breadth. The Flowers, which are fmall, five-leaved, and of a

browniOi Colour , in great Number furround feveral rufiet ftrong

Spikes, of about two Inches long ; thefe Flowers are fucceeded by Ber-

ries fomewhat fmaller than white Currans, each compofed of feveral

thick juicy L,amince^ inclofing a blackifh fharp-pointed Stone or Kernel

;

thefe are red when half-ripe, and white when full-ripe : They have an

acid, fweet, agreeable Tafte, like white Currans ; but if eaten to Excefs,

they caufe a tingling Itching in the Skin. They are generally ripe in

Auguft and September.

Zz 7%€
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"The Bay-Grape-Tree.

TH E Body of this Tree is confiderably large, though feldom growing

to any great Height, unlefs fhelter'd from the Wind ; the Branches

are many, but crooked and ftraggUng : The Bark is of a whitifh Grey
;

from the Extremities of the Branches hang pendulous Spikes, thickly co-

vered with very fmall BlofToms, which are fucceeded by a great Number of

Grapes in Clufters : Thefe are round, and fmaller than the leaft red Cherry,

and of a ruflet Purple when ripe
;

they have an agreeable Mixture in their

Tafte of both fweet and poignant Acid ; their Pulp, which is but fmall in

Proportion to their Bignefs, furrounds a Stone or Kernel ; thefe^ if bruifed

and fteeped in Wine, are looked upon to be a good Reftringent. The Tree

grows befl: in a loofe fandy Soil ; their Leaves are very broad and fleek, clofely

embracing the Stalks, and neatly ftrewed with purple or red Veins; and even

the whole Leaf, whilfl: young, is red. The Grapes fteeped in Water, and

worked up with Sugar, make a very agreeable Wine.

The Fat Pork-Tree.

'Jp
HIS chiefly grows near the Sea-flde, in the Parifhes of St. Jofeph
and St. Andrew, The Fruit is diftinguifhed into the white and red

Sort. The Trees bearing each differ very little, if any thing, in their Tex-

ture, Leaves, or Flowers ; the main Body of the largeft exceeds not five

or fix Inches in Circumference ; the Leaves are of a middle Size, round-

pointed, and fet on the Branches alternately ; the Flowers are white, and
very fmall ; the Petals are furrounded with a green ftiff Calyx : Thefe are fuc-

ceeded by Plums called here Fat Pork. The outfide Skin ofone Sort is, when
ripe, of a fine fcarlet Colour, faintly clouded over with a purplifh glaucous

Mealinefs, like that which covers Plums in England. The white Sort

differs only in Colour ; for the pulpy Part of each cuts ftringy, or rather

wooly, and is of a white Colour, not ill refembling, though lefs firm than,

the Fat of Pork whilft warm. This Pulp hath a fweetifli Tafl:e, but to a

great many difagreeable ; this eatable Part covers a pretty large Stone,

which inclofes a white Kernel, no-way difagreeable to the Tafte; the

whole is full as large as our common black Plums in England.

The Black Wood.

TFI I S grows to be a large Tree, of an hard folid Texture ; it derives

its Name from the blackifh Colour of its Bark and Leaves ; it fiieds

yearly its Bark, which is very bitter ; its Flowers are fucceeded by fmall

Plums ; the pulpy Fart furrounding a Stone or Kernel, or fometimes two.

'The
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T'he Male Popaw Tree^ Papaya.

THIS Tree Is generally of an undivided Trunk, and diftinguifhed in-

to the Male and Female ; as well as the Fruit into the long Mango
Popo^ and the round Sort.

It's Roots are many and ftrong, penetrating not deep into the Earth,

but extending feveral Yards in a circular Compafs. The Bark, which

is of a whitifh Colour, is marked with the Vefiigia of the fallen ofF

large Footflialks of the Leaves. The Body of the Tree grows taper-

ing to the Top; it is often at the Root of about a Foot Diameter,

and generally from fifteen to twenty Feet high. The moft fubftan-

tial Part of the Tree is a thick reticulated Web compofed of feve-

ral complicated Divifions, fomething like the Tunica reticularis in the

Skins of Animals ; it is in this that the Strength of it confifls. The In-

fide of all the young, efpecially towards the Top, as well as moft

old Trees, are hollow: by this we hierographically reprefent a Perfon

of no Sincerity, and from hence in thefe Parts comes that Proverb to that

Purpofe, As hollow as a Popo.

Within three Feet to the Top, the Leaves begin to furround the Tree

in a circular and regular Manner, and confequently very beautiful. Thele

Leaves, efpecially the lowermoft, which are tlie largeft, being often above

a Foot and an half long, are neatly divided into eight or nine large Se-

ftions, each again fubdivided into lefler ones, and ending in a Point ; the

middle Ribs are ftrong and prominent ; the whole Leaf appears very

beautiful, being on the upper Side of a deep Green, and beneath co-

vered with a very vifible, yet very fhort hoary Down. The largeft Leaves,

which are lowermoft, ftand upon green hollow Footftalks, often two Feet

long; however thefe, as well as the Leaves, gradually grow lefs to-

ward the Extremity of the Tree. The Stalks, when bruifed, yield a dif-

agreable Hemlock-like Smell.

The Male Tree bears feveral fmall pentapetalous white Flowers upon

pendulous Stalks of near a Foot and an half long, but was never here known
to produce Fruit. This Tree is delineated in Plate XIV.

The Female bears fomewhat fimilar, but larger Flowers, of a yellowifli

Colour, growing on very fhort Footftalks, arifing from, and furrounding

the Tree among the lower Leaves chiefly ; thefe in ftill Evenings and Morn-

ings afford a very fragrant and grateful Smell. The Female Flovv^ers and

tender Buds of thefe are preferved into Sweetmeats, and the long Mango
Popo into Pickles, the latter being very little inferior to an Rafi India Man-
go. Both thefe Fruits, efpecially the round Sort, are likewife, when near

ripe, boiled and eaten with any kind of Flefh-meat, and efteemed whol-

fome, if they are cleanfed of the milky corrofive Juice they contain, and

eaten but feldom. This Juice is of fo penetrating a Nature, that if this un-

2 ripe



2 ahe Natural Hijlory of the Book VII,

ripe Fruit, when unpeeled, is boiled with the toughefl: old fait Meat, it

will foon make it foft and tender; and if Hogs are for any confiderable

Time fed with it, efpecially raw, it is faid that it will wear off all the mu-
cous llimy Matter, which covers the Infide of the Guts, and would in

time, if not prevented by a Change of Food, intirely lacerate them.

I know of no phy{ical Virtue in any Part of this Tree, unlefs that the

milky Juice of the Pofo is fometimes made ufe of to cure Ring-worms, and

fuch cutaneous Eruptions.

It grows beft in fliady Places.

This Tree is delineated in Plate XV.

I'he Plantain-Tree.

IT is the Opinion of many Writers, that this Tree was formerly pe-

culiar to Ethiopia only, though now very common in all the hot Parts

of Afia^ Africa^ and Ajnerica
;

efpecially in Gui7tey, and the JV
efl

Indies.

Its Height, great Bulk, and large Leaves, claim a Place among Trees

;

but its foft bulbous Roots, the pulpy Texture of the Trunk, which is fo

herbaceous, that it is often fliced and given by way of Fodder to Cattle,

feem to partake of a liliaceous Plant, more than a Tree : but as it hath

generally been claffed among the latter, I fhall treat of it in the fame Light.

Its Roots are numerous, white, and fpongy ; the Trunk near the Earth is

about thirty Inches in Circumference, round, tapering, and undivided,

till about nine or ten Feet high, at which Height it puts forth feveral large

green Leaves in an alternate Order : Thefe are often five Feet in Length,

and near two and an half in Breadth, of a delightful fliining Sea-green Co-
lour, and of a long oval Shape; thefe ftand upon long tapping Footftalks,

the middle Rib in each Leaf is very prominent, and deeply chanelled on

the upper Side. This fervcs as a Gutter to convey the Water that falls up-

on the Leaf, to the main Trunk, where it is foon abforbed by fo foft

and porous a Body ; for the Trunk of the Tree is compofed of feveral

Lainiiice upon I^mni7t(Z of large longitudinal Veins, or Veflels horizontally

croffed at about one tenth of an Inch Diftance, with very thin membranace-

ous Filaments. Thefe laft prevent both the copious Juices from tlie Roots,

or the Dew and Rain defcending from the Leaves, to penetrate through

the other perpendicular Veffels, till each Part is faturated with its proper

nutricious Juice. From the quick Growth, and great Bulk, of fuch fuccu-

lent Plants, fpongy Shrubs, and Trees which have their Veffels fo much
diftended, we may perhaps account for the far flower Growth of more du-

rable Timber, both here and elfewhere : For the Clofenefs of the Grain ofthe

latter having their Veffels very fine in clofe Contact, the annual Laminee

of thefe, when fucceeded by exterior new ones, clofe and confolidate to-

gether, and fo add to the Bulk of the Tree : Yet fuch an Addition will be

no more, when compared in Quantity to the grofs L,a7ni7ice of fucculent

Plants, fpongy Shrubs or Trees, than fo many Layers of Muflin compared

in
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in Bulk to an equal Number of coarfe Bays. But to return to my Sub-

jedl: From the Top of this Tree (ifTuing from among the upper Leaves)

at about ten Months Growth, rifes a tough ligneous Stalk, about three

Feet long, bending downwards, and bearing on its Extremity a conic pur-

ple Spatha. " The Flowers (which furround this in three or four Rows)
" are monopetalous, irregular, incomplete, and Hermaphrodite, com-v;^^

" poled of a Tube which fills the Ovary, and a Pavilion divided into four 7*^,

" Lobes, and forming a kind of a Mouth. The Ovary, which adheres

" ftrongly to the Tube, is triangular, and crowned with five Chives, which
" grow from the Side of the Flower. The Style, which is alfo terminated

" by a little Head, afterwards becomes a foft fomewhat angular Fruit,

" whofe outward hufky Tegument is very fmooth, and yellow when ripe.'*

This is from five to nine Inches long, and near an Inch Diameter, grow-

ing finaller, and by Degrees a little crooked, at each End : The outward

Coat or Rind eafily peels off when ripe. The infide eatable Part is of

a gold Colour, and of a fweetifh Tafte. The whole Bunch, which gene-

rally contains fome Scores of thefe Plantains, often weighs forty, fifty,

or fixty Pounds Weight. The moft common Method of ufing this

Fruit, when defigned to fiipply the Place of Bread, is, to take them when
green, though-full grown, and bake them in the Embers, or boil them.

In a fhort time after the Plantain-Tree hath borne its Bunch, it decays

near the Root, and falls proftrate to the Ground, and perifheth : How-
ever, the Planter's Hope perifheth not with it ; for long before the Mother
Tree decays, two or three large Suckers or young Trees grow up from the

Root of the old one. The largeft of thefe, in about a Twelvemonth's
Time, bears fuch another Bunch of Plantains as the above defcrib'd ; and
as this Tree likewife dies, after it hath produced Fruit, there fpring up
from the Root fi*efh young Shoots ; fo that there is an annual Succefiion of
Trees without any Trouble to the Planter. However, it is thought the moft
prudent Method is to replant them once in feven or eight Years ; in doing

this to the greatefl: Advantage, the Situation muft be rich, and fheltered

fi-om the Wind ; and the Land intended for this Purpofe mufi: be dug in

Holes two Feet deep, one and an half broad, and twelve Feet afunder

:

Thefe being well manur'd, large Roots of fuperfluous Plantain-Trees are

cut through in two or three Pieces ; one of thefe put in every Hole, flight-

ly covering it with Earth, in a fhort time fprings up. Another common
Way of propagating thefe Trees is, to dig up other young ones,

which in great Number are to be found growing about the Roots of old

decaying Trees, and cutting off the Top of thefe within three Feet to the

Root, and fo tranfplant them into Holes prepared for that Purpofe. Having
cut one of thefe young Trees horizontally in the middle, the remaining
Stump vegetated fo ftrong from the Centre, that it thru ft out a fmall flender

Shoot near a Quarter, or above * an Inch long in feven Hours time.

* However furprizing this may appear, it is not more extraordin.iry tiian tlic quick Growth of Afparagas in Ekjiohj,
a far colder Climate.

A a a Tbe,
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Wild Plantain-Tree.

np HIS hath a great Refemblance, in its Trunk and Leaves, with the

Plantain-Tree already defcrib'd, differing chiefly, that though it

blofloms, it never bears any Fruit.

The Banana-Tree.

'T^ HIS differs in its general Make from the Plantain-Tree, only by the
^ greater Height of its Trunk, which is likewife here-and-there fpotted

with Black; the Leaves, as well as the Fruit, are fomewhat fmaller than thofe

of the Plantain-Tree, the Fruit being not above five Inches long, of a fine

yellow Colour when ripe, and of a fragrant Smell, and fvveet Tafte. Thefe

are eaten raw by way of Deffert. The learned Do6lor Derham obferves,

that the fineft Needle, the Work of Art, appears, when viewed through

a Microfcope, rough and unhewn, when compared to the Sting of a Bee,

or even the mcaneft Blade of Grafs, the Work of Nature : fo there is no lefs

diftinguifhing Delicacy in the Tafte of thofe large Drops of natural Honey
found in the Bloffoms of this Tree, when compared with what our Hive
produces ; the former intirely void of that Harflinefs in the Throat, from
which the beft of the latter, by its effential Salts, is not free. This was a
fymbolical Tree in Egypt ;

for, among other Hieroglyphics, we cften find

the Head of OJiris adorn'd with Banana Leaves, and the Child Orus fit-

ting on her Lap. It grows beft under the Shelter of a Hill, or fome fuch

fhady Place. As thefe are juftly reckoned among the moft delicious Fruits

that Arabia produces, Ludolphus, in his Ethiopic Hiftory, conjedures that

thefe Fruits were the Mandrakes which 'Jacob\ Wives contended for.

This Tree is defcribed in Plate XVI.

The Water Lemon-Vine.

'T^ HIS is a very large ligneous Vine, creeping, if fupported by neigh-

bouring Trees, to a very great Length. The Leaves are of a dark Green,

and (harp- pointed. The Flowers very much refemble thofe of the Grana-

dilla Vine ; thefe are fucceeded by a Fruit as big as an uncafed Walnut,

of an irregular roundiGi Shape, the Outfide of a yellowiHi fkinny Sub-

ftance, the Infide much refembling that of a Goofeberry, being full of

a fweet gelly-like Subftance, mixed with a great many fmall Acini: This

juftly claims a Place among the moft delicious Fruits.

The Wild Water Lemon-Vine, or Love in a Mist.

THIS is a fort of a Pafilon-Flower, and called by Eoerhaave
Granadillajlore albo^ fruSiu reticulato. This is a traiHng grami-

neous hairy Vine, provided with a great many Tendrils, or Clafpers,

which
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which twift round the neighbouring Trees or Bufhes, and fo fupports

itfelf from the Ground. The Leaves, which are likewife fomewhat hairy,

and cut into two fhallow Sedtions, are fet upon the Vine upon an Inch

Footftalk, and about two Inches afunder. From the Bofoms of the

Leaves rife Stalks of about an Inch long, fupporting many beautiful

Flowers, compofed of fiftulous Radii^ round each Border, purple at

the Bottom, and whitifh at the Top : Thefe are almoft inlaid in an out-

ward Covering of very thin white membranaceous Leaves, which are much
crumpled and labiated bending inwardly ; a double Peria?ithium divided

into five deep Sedions. The Ovary, which is the Rudiment of the Fruit,

rifes from the Bottom of the Flowers, from the middle of which Ovary

come five fliort Chives, bending downward, and tipp d with large oval

Summits : Between this and the Top is the Fruit feen in Miniature, from

whofe Top come three Styles tipp'd with round Buttons. Thefe likewife

bend downwards. As the Flower decays, the Perianthium clofes together,

forming a green fomewhat conic Fruit, about the Bignefs of a Cherry
;

the outward Skin being feemingly divided, or rather mark'd with fix un-

indented Seams. The Fruit, when ripe, is yellow on the Outfide, include-

ing a great many very agreeable pulpy Seeds, and Juice, of the fame Tafte

as the Water-lemon already deferibed. What is moft remarkable in this

Fruit is, that it is intirely covered or furrounded with a bluifh white

reticulated Web, compofed of innumerable fmall Strings, and foft Briftles,

whofe Tops are tipp'd with a glutinous Subftance. Both this Web, and this

clammy Matter, aredefigned by Nature to preferve the inclofed Fruit from

being deftroyed by Vermin, fuch as Ants and others.

PiMPLOES ; Lat, Opuntia.

npHESE are likewife called the wild prickly Pear; their Roots are

many, extending feveral Feet round : It hath fcarce the Appearance

of any Stalk near the Earth. The whole Tree or Bufh is compofed of nume-

rous Leaves of a round oval Shape : Thefe are about nine or ten Inches long,

about feven broad, and three-quarters of an Inch thick. The Infide of

thefe contains a great Quantity of mucilaginous Juice ; the Surfaces of

them are thickly befet with Tufts of whitiih Prickles, each Tuft confift-

ing generally of four of thefe Prickles. The Body of this Bufh, after

the green outward Lamina is fcrap'd off, is a reticulated Subftance, ftrong-

ly wreathed in feveral Folds one among another. The Flowers come out

of the Sides of thefe Leaves, and are compos'd of a great many round-

pointed Petals of a yellowifh Red. The Chives are very many, tipp'd with

yellowifb Summits. The Piftil is red, and furrounded with thele Chives.

Thefe Leaves are fupported and fpring from a conic green hufky Pod-like

fcaly Subftance, and . are fucceeded by a Fruit whofc Infide is full ol fmall

black Seeds.

The
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T^he Cochineal.

'Tp HIS hath at a Diftance the Refemblance of the Pimploe ; but it

generally grows higher ; and the Leaves are fmooth, bearing many
rofaceous red Flowers, which are fuccecded by fomewhat round fcaly

Fruit, whofe Inlide is full of fmall Acinic and purple Juice.

Prickly Pear-Vine j Lat, Cereus fcandens niinor.

THIS likewife is of the fame Texture as the three laft already defcribed,

each of them, in my Opinion, being a ftrange Mixture between

a Plant and a Shrub. This, if fupported by a Wall, will grow above fif-

teen Feet high, compofed of feveral thickifh Leaves of a triangular

Form, almoft as deeply indented between every Angle as the Blade of a

three-edged Sword. Thefe Leaves are of a ftrong ligneous Subftance, of

about two Feet long, the Extremity of one giving Birth to another. The
Edges of every Angle are, at certain Diftances, thickly covered with

Tufts of very fharp-pointed Prickles. From thefe Eminences likewife

proceed the Flowers : Thefe are of the rofaceous Kind, {landing up-

on longifh green bulbous Stalks. The Petals of each Flower are fixteen

in Number, two Inches long, and blunt-pointed ; thefe are fo very thin,

that when laid over the fmalleft Print, it may be feen and read through

the Leaves. Thefe membranaceous Petals are fupported by other green

capfular Leaves ; the Style is large and ftrong, furrounded by numerous

white Chives, tipp'd with whitifh Summits. The Fruit, when ripe, is of

an oval Form, and often as large as a Turkey-egg : The outfide Skin or

Rind is, when full-ripe, of a dark-purple Colour, and fcaly at about

every Half-inch Diftance, each Scale being of a triangular Shape, and

fharp-pointed. The whole Rind is likewife here-and-there ftudded with

Tufts of very fmall lharp Prickles ; the Infide is full of purplifh folid

Pulp, intermixed with fmall whitifh Specks ; the whole fomewhat juicy,

and well tafted.

T'he Wild Cucumber-Vine ; Lat, Anguria.

IT is called by Father Plumier, Anguria fj'uSlu echifmto eduli. This

quadrangular rough hairy Vine hath a long Tap-root, very little

divided, even at its Extremity ; it creeps generally upon the Ground,

and by its numerous twifting Clafpers takes hold on every Side of the

neighbouring Bufhes : Its Leaves, which ftand upon two-inch long Foot-

ftalks, are deeply divided into three, fometimes more, round-pointed

Sections ; its Flower, which is yellow, is fucceeded by a fmall Cucumber,

whofe Surface is covered with many foft-pointed Prickles
;
they are fome-

times eaten, but are efteemcd to be of too cold a Nature to be whol-

fome.

I The
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^he Granadilla-Vine.

H I S is the Granadilla latifolia fruEiu maliformi of Father Plu-

MiER. The Stalk of this Vine is quadrangular, bordered upon every

Angle : Its Clafpers, or Tendrils, by which it fupports itfelf, are very nu-

merous, as well as the Leaves many ; thefe are fix Inches long, and five in

Breadth, ftanding upon four-corner'd Footftalks. The Flowers are of

the fame Make with the PafTion-Flower. The Fruit is of a long oval

Shape, of a yellowifh Green when ripe ; containing a great Number
of fmall Seeds or Acinic covered with a gelly-like Juice, or fweetifli Pulp.

This Vine grows beft in fhady Places, and muft be fupported with an

Arbour.

The Fig-Tree.

AS neither this Tree, nor its Fruit the eatable Fig, difFer from that

of the fame Species in England and clfewhere, it will be nccd-

lefs to give it a particular Defcription.

Here ends the Pruniferous Kind of Fruit.

Bbb \
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BOOK VIII.

BY Trees, Shrubs, and Plants, of the filiquofe Kind, are to be under-
ftood all thofe whofe Fruits are inclofed in Pods.

It is obfervable, that very few Trees bear Pods in cold Climates, in Com-
parifon to the great Number which warm Countries abound with.

And, as moft of the filiquofe herbaceous Plants are fcandent, it is re-

markable, that as they are weak, and, as it were, helplefs of themfelves

;

therefore indulgent Nature hath provided them with either Tendrils or

Clafpers to intwine about others, and be fupported by them ; and often

with even fliarp-pointed Hooks at their Extremities to faften upon the

neighbouring Trees or Rocks : And thus, Hke helplefs Orphans, by this

foftering Affiftance, they not only fubfift, climb up, and flourifh ; but

alfo help to adorn the Face of Nature with their varied Beauties.

It is likewife worthy our Notice to obferve, that thefe are not only

in greater Plenty, but that there is likewife a greater Variety of them, in

warm Climates : And indeed they are, by their Qualities, better adapted for
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the Conftitiition of Perfons in hot Countries
;

for, by the fmall Quantity

of Oil and Salts they contain, they arc lefs liable to produce grofs Hu-
mours than animal Food.

'Jhe Tamarind-Trees ; Lat. Tamarindus.

'T^H E S E are of two Sorts ; at leaft different in the Tafte of their Fruit,

die one bearing a four Fruit, the other of a Mixture of a fweet and

acid Tafte.

The Trees, though they thus differ in their Fruit, are however of the

fame Bulk, Make, and Texture. Each having numerous large Roots,

and Branches, the latter by their many Subdivifions, and being thickly

cloathed with very many pennated Leaves, afford an agreeable Shade.

The Flowers are yellow, fomewhat fpeckled with Purple ; and of the

papilionaceous Kind.

Thefe are fucceeded by falcated Pods, confifting of four or five Cells,

each including a flattifh oval Stone inclofed in a Snuff-coloured Pulp.

This Pod is of a brownifh grey Colour ; when ripe, eafily broken, and

feparated from the Pulp.

This, and the inclofed Stones, are faftened together by a great many fmall

{lender Fibres from the woody Stalk, which run through the Pod.

This Pulp is preferved in Sugar, and fent to England^ or elfewherej

and it is looked upon, taken inwardly, to be a good Cooler in Fevers.

Thefe Trees are not peculiar to our Climates ; for they thrive not

only in Egypt^ but likewife in the Land of Palajliney in Arabia^ and

in other Parts of Af^a.

The Tree Jessamin.

np HIS grows to be a confiderably large ftraggling Tree, cloathed with

many Leaves generally fet in Groups on the blunt Extremities of the

Branches.

The Flowers are pentapetalous, and are fucceeded by long Pods.

This Tree is defcribed in Plate XVIL

"The Spanish Ash.

'T^H IS Tree hath an Afh-coloured Bark : the Trunk of it, in rich fliady

Land, grows to fo great a Bulk, that the Heart alone is of a con-

fiderable Bignefs.

Its Branches, which are clothed with oblong, pointed Leaves, placed in

Pairs, each Leaf about three Inches long, and one broad, grow generally very

upright, till near their Extremities, where they are fubdivided into many
leffer ; and then bend wavingly downwards, clothed with many pendulous

Groups of papilionaceous Flowers, of a fine violet Colour.

Thefe
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Thefe are fucceeded by broad flattifli Pods; each inclofing two or

three Seeds, fomewhat refembHng, but flatter than, a Kidney-Bean.

Each Seed hath its partitional Cell, in which, when the Seed is ripe,

is always found a fmall Quantity of a glutinous Subftance, of the Confift-

ence of a very foft Gum.

TZ'd' White Spanish Ash.

THIS differs chiefly from the Spantjh h.^^ already defcribed, by the

Colour of its Flowers ; thofe of the former being of a beautiful Pur-

ple mixt with White, of the latter intirely white, and fucceeded by a

flattifli fmall Pod, containing three flattifh Seeds or Beans.

"The Silk-Cotton-Tree ; Lat, Ceiba.

'^r^H E Roots of this Tree are very numerous
,
jutting out above-ground

i. like fo many Buttrefles, fupporting the Trunk • which, when full-

grown, is often flxty Feet high before it branches, and, near the Ground,
from three to four Yards in Circumference.

The whole main Body of the Tree is almofl: intirely covered with

fliort flubbed Prickles.

At the above-mentioned Height it divides into feveral Branches, cloathed

with long narrow Leaves fet orbicularly on their Extremities.

They are fo neatly joined to one another, that the whole Group, con-

flfting of feven Leaves, have the Appearance of one digitated Leaf ftand-
ing upon one common Footftalk of about four Inches long.

The Extremities of thefe Branches fufl:ain likewife femicircular Bunches

of rofaceous Flowers ; each Flower confifting of five middle-fized Petals

of a Cream-colour.

Thefe are placed in a circular Order, inclofing the Pointal, which is

likewife furrounded with five Stamina tipp'd with Apice$ of a yellow-

reddifli Colour.

The Whole is incircled with the Calyx^ or a green hufky Cup, re-

fembling that of a Pomgranate-Flower, but lefs regularly (egmented about

the Edge.

The Petals have a weak faint Smell.

The Pointal becomes the Rudiment of the Pod, which is of a blunt

conic Form of about four Inches long. The Infide is full of a greyifli

filky Down, intermixt with fmall blackifli Seeds.

When this Pod is ripe, it opens ; and the Down and Seed are carried off

by the Wind to the adjacent Parts.

.
This Tree feldom bears more than once in three Years.

Tht
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l[he Small Cotton Tree; Lat, Xylon.

'T^HOUGH the Cotton-Wool is diftinguifhed into the great, the Ra-

velHn, the Vine and Flying-fifh Sort
;

yet the Trees, bearing this Va-

riety of Wool, differ very little from one another.

The Leaves of each are fcalloped, of thofe bearing the great Sort, very

deeply, not ill refembling a Curran-Tree-Leaf in England. Thofe of the

Flying-filli Cotton-Tree are likewife deeply fegmented
;

having their mid-

dle and tranfverfe Ribs of a reddifh Colour.

The Leaves of the Ravellin and the Vine are lefs fcalloped, and more

blunt-pointed.

Moft of thefe Trees, or rather Shrubs, if permitted to grow to their own
natural Height, would rife to about fifteen Feet high

;
but, as fuch a luxu-

riant Growth would prevent their bearing the Number of Pods, they

would otherwife do, as well as fhade the Corn and Pulfe planted generally

among them, the main Branches are therefore yearly lopp'd off.

The Flowers are compofed of five large yellow Leaves, each ftained at

the Bottom with a purple Spot.

The Piftil is ftrong and large, furrounded at, and near, the Top with

a yellow farinaceous Duft, which when ripe falls into the Matrix of the

Piftil.

This is likewife furrounded, when the Petals of the Flowers drop,

with a capfular Pod, fupported by three almoft triangular green Leaves,

deeply jagged at their Ends.

The inclofed Pod, which is rather of a conic than a round Shape, opens,

when ripe, into three or four Partitions, difcovering the Cotton in as many
white Locks, as there are Partitions in the Pod. Li thefe Locks are inter-

Iperfed the Seeds, which are blackifh and fmall.

The Cotton-Wool (of which in the Eajl Indies they make their fineft

Caliico) is too well known to want a farther Defcription : Yet it would

not be amifs here to obferve, that, as the Inhabitants of the warmeft Cli-

mates want cloathing, efpecially in the wet Seafons of the Year, indul-

gent Providence hath fufficiently fupplied the want of Wool, here denied

to Sheep, by caufing a Vegetable to bear the fineft Wool in the World.

However the Certainty of gathering a good Crop of this Kind is very pre-

carious ; fince we may almoft literally fay of this Shrub, that in the Morning

it is green and flourifheth, and almoft in the fame Evening it decays and

withers : For when the Worms begin to prey upon a whole Field of Cotton-

Trees, though they are at firft fcarce perceptible to the naked Eye
;

yet

in three Days they will grow to a confiderable Bignefs, and fo devouring in

that fhort time, that they will reduce the moft verdant Field, thickly and

beautifully cloathed with Leaves and Flowers, into almoft as defolate and

naked a Condition as Trees are in the Month of December in E?igland
;

leaving often not a whole Leaf remaining; by this means, efpecially if they

C c c come
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come late in the Year, they greatly prejudice, if not intirely deftroy,

the enfuing Crop ; and fometimes the very young Trges are by this means

killed.

Thefe Worms are of three Sorts, all of the Caterpiller Kind, and diftin-

guifhed by the Names of the Black-Backs, the Streaked-Back, and the

Fire-Worm. The laft is of a ruffet Colour, and the leaft; but yet the

mofl: deftrudive.

When thefe grow to their deftined Bulk, they fpin and inwrap themfelves

in a Bag or Web, like Silkworms, in the few remaining Leaves, or any

other Covering; after a few Days Reft in this their Aurelia-ftate, they

turn into dark-coloured Moths, and fly away.

Thefe Worms are obferved moft generally to make their Appearance after

fultry Weather, efpecially if it thunders and lightens, and as the Weather

is then more than ordinary fultry.

The White-Wood-Tree.

THIS Tree grows to a conflderable Bulk; its Branches are nume-

rous, and thickly cloathed with Leaves.

Thefe in Make, Bignefs, and Colour, very much refemble thofe of a

Laurel

.

The Flowers are of the tubular Kind, of a pale White without, and yel-

lowifh within. Their Extremities are much expanded and crumpled, and

generally divided into five Sedlions.

Thefe are fucceeded by long greenifh Pods, containing a great Number
of long flattifli Seeds.

Locust-Tree 5 Lat, Siliqua edulis.

np HIS grows to be a large Timber-Tree, very full of Branches.

Thefe are thickly cloathed with Leaves of about three Inches long,

of a deep-green Colour, and fmooth-edged ; and always fet on in Pairs

upon one common Footftalk; differing from all other Leaves, by having

always one Part of the Leaf divided by the middle Rib far larger than the

other. The Extremities of the upper Branches have many papilionaceous

Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by a light-fnuff-coloured rough Pod, of about three

Inches long, and near two broad
; inclofing a whitifh fpongy Pith ; which

covers two or three hard blackifh Kernels or Stones.

The pithy Part hath a fweetifh Tafte, and is fometimes eaten ; but the

Whole hath a very difagreeable ftinking Smell.

^he Cassia-Fistula-Tree.

np HIS Tree grows in the Eafl and Wejl Indies^ as well as in Egypt, and

feveral Parts of ^Jta. Its Height, when full-grown, is often no lefs

than
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than forty Feet. The Bark, efpecially upon the Trunk, is very much ful-

cated and cracked ; it generally branches pretty near the Top, bearing feve-

ral middle-fized fharp-pointed green Leaves.

The Flowers, u^hich are pentapetalous and many, are of a yellow

Colour, hanging in Clufters upon feveral fmall Twigs.

Thefe are fucceeded by blackifh Pods, from ten to twenty Inches long,

and about three-quarters of an Inch Diameter ; " having a Seam running
" the whole Length on the one fide 3 and another lefs vifible on the

« other.''

The Infide is divided into a great many Cells, feparated from each other

by thin brittle Plates or Partitions covered with a black fweet Pulp.

Between thefe are the Seeds which are fmall, flat, and fmooth.

The Pulp, taken by way of a Purge, is too well known to want farther

Explanation.

This Tree grows generally in a dry rich Soil.

T^he MoABiTE ; alias, the Mangrove-Beard-Tree.

'
j
^ HIS Tree never grows to be fit for Timber.

Its Branches are very thick, covered with fmall roundifli green

Leaves, fet on alternately.

The Flowers are tetrapetalous and white.

Thefe are fucceeded by long falcated twifting Pods, containing eight

or nine fliining-black flattifh Seeds ; which are half-fheathed in a pulpy,

Snow-w^hite, and fometimes fcarlet. Pith. Thefe Pods open, when ripe

;

the inner as well as the outward Side being then of a fine Maidens-blufh

;

which Diverfity of Colours in the Seeds, Leaves, and Pods, makes it then

appear very agreeable.

The white Pith is fometimes eaten ; but looked upon to be very unwhol-

fome. The Seeds are ftrung upon Silk, and made ufe of by the Negro

Women for Bracelets.

This Tree is more planted for its thick Shade, to keep ofF the fait Spry of

the Sea from Corn or Cotton, than any other Ufe.

^he Garden Mangrove.

np H I S is perhaps, above all Vegetables, the moft beautiful Evergreen

;

keeping, without the leaft Decay, or Withering, it's grateful Verdure

all the Year round. The Roots of this Tree are flrong and many, pene-

trating deep into the Earth.

IffufFered to grow to its natural Height, it often rifes above forty Feet high,

branching very thick on every Side, and confequently affording a delight-

ful Shade.

The Leaves are many, very thick, and of a deep-green Colour, fliarp-

poiiited, and fmooth-edged j in Length about two Inches, and the largefl

about an Inch broad.

2 The
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The moft common Method of propagating this Tree is by laying the

fmall lower Branches in Bafkets of Mould, or Earth, till they take Root

;

but the moft natural Way, as this is of the Fig-tree kind, is to fuifer the

feveral flender fmall Filaments, which iflue from the main Branches, to

take Root in the Earth.

I'he Red Mangrove-Tree.

HIS generally grows about the Edges of Ponds, and often feveral

Feet in Water. Its Roots divide into feveral Branches, and join toge-

ther above the Surface of the Water, where each ftraggling Divifion meets,

uniting into, and forming the Body of the Tree; which, from that Place to

the Water, feems to be fupported by numerous Stilts.

What Pliny^ fpeaking of the Palm-tree, fays, Gaudet riguis^ ^ toto

anno btbere amaty may be literally faid of this, which very feldom grows,

except in, or very near, the Water.

The firft Appearance of the Flower is a fmall conic hufky Calyx: This

opens into four downy whitifti-brown Petals, furrounding the Piftil.

When the Petals drop, the Piftil becomes the Rudiment of the Fruit.

The Flovi^er-Cup, or Calyx^ opens, and expands horizontally into four

Parts. .

'

T/?^ Holy-Thorn, 6?r Royal-Cashiaw.

'TP H E Trunk of a grown Tree of this Kind is above eight or nine

^ Inches Diameter \ and grows to above twenty Feet high.

The Bark is rough, fomewhat fulcated, and of a dark-brown Colour.

The Branches are numerous, and very prickly, efpecially towards the Top.

From thefe extend very long flat flender gramineous Twigs
;
having on

each fide a great Number of very fmall Leaves, fet on alternately.

From the Tops of the woody Branches, upon long green Footftalks,

rife many yellow pentapetalous Flowers, out of whofe Difcus come feve-

ral fhort Stamina^ whofe Apices are ofa dark Brown. The Leaves in gene-

ral are fomewhat wrinkled ; and one above the reft is much defleded,

black, and appears ftained with red Spots.

From ftrong Footftalks hang a great many Pods, black when ripe,

including four, five, or fix blackifli oval Seeds, feparated from each

other by long Partitions.

It is the Opinion of fome Roman Catholics, that our Saviour's Crown
of Thorns was made with the Branches of this Tree.

I'he Bean-Tree, or the Shrove-Tuesday ; Corallioden-

dron.

np HIS Tree is generally larger than moft Apple-Trees ; widely fpread-

^ ing its Branches on every Hand.

I Thefe







Book VIII. Ijland 0/ B A R B A D O S.

It is called Shrove-Tuefday from its never wanting Flowers by that Day.

Thefe are of a flaming Purple, and as they very thickly cover the Tree,

they appear very beautiful, efpecially at that time, when the Tree is intire-

ly void of Leaves.

The Make of thefe Flowers is not lefs remarkable ; for they cannot well

be regiftred under any Botanical Clafs.

Their firfl: Appearance being an intire falcated fmall Pod, when this

unfolds, it difcovers feveral long purple Stamina^ all joined to one com-

mon broad Footftalk.

Thefe are fucceeded by an hufky Pod, containing one, two, or more red

finall Beans, with a black Eye to them,

Ihe Cocoa-Tree.

THIS feldom grows to any great Height ; and never thrives, unlefs

much flieltered from the Wind.

Its Roots are many, and the Bark of the Trunk, as well as its Branches,

is of a whitifh Green.

The Leaves are fet on alternately, and are about eight Inches long, and

near three broad, highly ribb'd on the lower Side.

I'he HoRSE-NiCKER, or Chick-Stone-Tree.

'T^HIS is a fmall groveling Tree, growing chiefly in a loofe, marly,

or fandy Soil.

Its Trunk foon divides into many Branches, cloathed with unequal pen-

nated Leaves, conflfting of flx or feven Pairs, of an oval Shape.

The fmall, as well as the large Branches, are likewife thickly covered

with fl:rong crooked fliarp Prickles. Thefe are fo very numerous, and fo

fliarp-pointed, as well as fo varioufly inclined by the twining different Pofl-

tion of the Branches, that it is next to an Impoflibility, without the greateft

Deliberation, to extricate one's felfwhen once entangled in them : They are

therefore very properly planted upon the Borders of our Intrenchments ; for

they are the beft Defence of this Kind that hath been hitherto known.

The Tops of the Branches end in an upright Spike, furrounded with fmall

yellow Flowers.

From the Flower-cup, or Calyx^ rife three fmall green Leaves, which de-

flect very much back.

Thefe inclofe five yellow fpoon-like Petals, which furround feveral fliort

Stamina^ tipp'd with Apices.

The Flower is fucceeded by a brownifli echinated Pod, of about two
Inches long, and one broad.

This inclofes feveral roundifli Seeds or Nuts, of the Size, Colour, and

Shape of Marbles, which Children play with.

This is defcribed in Plate XVIII.

Ddd SpanisjJ
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Spanish Oak.

'T'HIS grows to be a large Tree, covered with a fmooth greyifli Bark.

From the upper Branches rife many long Pedicles or Footftalks.

Thefe fuftain fometimes one, but oftener Uvo Pair of fharp-pointed

fmooth Leavnes, four Inches long, and two and an half broad.

From different Parts of the Branches rife many purple white papiliona-

ceous Flowers. Thefe are fucceeded by four-inch-long falcated Pods, in-

clofing feveral oblong dark-colour'd Seeds, covered with a fine white

foft fweet Subftance ; which by a great many People is eaten.

I'he Red Willow.

THIS, as well as every other Species of Willows in this Ifland, grow

to be large and very fhady Trees ; for which Purpofe they are

generally planted near Dwelling and Out-houfes.

The main Trunk hath a blackifh fmooth Bark. The upper Branches

are long and flender : Thofe elpecially near the Top are thickly cloathed

with Leaves of above three Inches long, and one broad, fharp-pointed

at both Ends, and of a greenifh Yellow. When at full Growth, the

Weight of fo many Leaves upon the Tops (chiefly) of fuch a great Num-
ber of flender long Branches makes them bow wavingly downward : By this

means each Tree affords an agreeable imbrowned Shade.

"The White Willow.

THE Bark of this Tree is of a whitifh-grey. The Leaves, which are

four Inches long, and one and an half broad, are of the fame Colour.

Thefe are fet on the Branches alternately. The upper Twigs bear many
white Bloflbms. Thefe are fucceeded by feven-inch-long Pods, containing a

great many greenifh Seeds.

The Black Willow.

THIS Tree grows to a confiderable Height, foon dividing into

many Branches. The Subdivifion of thefe into leffer ones is always

thickly covered with Leaves. Thefe are about three Inches long, and above

an Inch and an half broad ; their under Sides of a Pale-white, and the upper

of a Dark-green, fmooth-edged, and fharp-pointed. There is fomething

very remarkable in the Make of thefe Leaves, when young
;

for, at their

firfl Appearance, they are clofely folded, or doubled together lengthways,

from the Stalk to the Point, fo that they appear like Half-leaves divided along

the middle Ribs : When they grow near their deftined Bignefs, thefe

feeming Half-leaves unfold into perfed; regular whole Leaves. The
Flowers, which are of two Sorts, both purple and white, fland upon flrong

Pedicles,
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Pedicles, and are compofed of four capfuIarLeaves. When thefe open,

they difcover feveral Stamina tipp'd with white Apices^ furrounding a

fnuff-coloured Piftil, which is fucceeded by a round long Pod, red with-

in, containing feveral black Seeds in partitional Cells ; thefe are no bigger

than Grains of black Pepper. The Pods are about three Inches long,

and of a rufTet Colour. This Tree, by its numerous waving Branches,

affords a delightful Shade.

The Down-Tree.

THIS grows to a conflderable Height, cloathed with large, roundifh,

fcalloped Leaves.

The Extremities of the Branches fuftain a great many Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by feven-inch-long blackifli Pods, which are length-

ways neatly gouged into feven regular Chanels.

The Infide confifts of a greyifli fine filky Down, much refembling

that of the Silk-cotton-tree-down.

The only one that I know of in this Ifland, is at the Eftate of—
Evans^ Efq^ in St, Jofeph'^ Parifli.

The FiNGRiGoj or the Savine-Tree.

THIS fhrubby Tree feldom grows above twelve Feet high, being

very buQiy, efpecially towards the Top.

Its numerous Branches are thickly guarded with fmall crooked Prickles

;

and cloathed with very fmall Leaves of a furprifing Make, being rather a

Continuation of many Leaves, than diftindt ones ; for what in other Trees

and Plants we call Footftalks, or Pedicles, are in this but fo many narrow

Leaves, fupporting others fomewhat broader.

They bear almoft an innumerable Quantity of fmall Flowers.

Thefe are fucceeded by as many brownifh very fmall Capfulcs^ each

inclofing a black fomewhat flattifh fhining Seed.

A Decoflion of the pounded Leaves anfwers the End of EngUJh Sa-

vine.

They have likewife this additional Virtue ; that if dried and powder-

ed, and mixed with Corn, and given to Horfes, it frees their Maw from

the Bots, as well as all other Worms.

The Papaw-Ockroe.

THIS Plant grows about a Foot high, having one flrong Tap-

root, befides feveral fmall Side-ones. The Leaves furround the Stalks

and are very neatly ferrated, very much refembling thofe of Nettles.

The Tops of the main Branches or Stalks fupport each a pentapeta-

lous yellow Flower ; the Petals fmall, and fpoon-like : Thefe are fupport-

ed by five capfular fharp-pointed Leaves, yellow above, and of a ruflet

Colour underneath. . 2 The
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The Petals furround a great many yellow Stamina.

Each Flower is fucceeded by a fmall fharp-pointed Pod, inclofing a

gr^at many fmall Seeds.

The only Ufe that I know of this Plant is, that it is boiled as Sallad,

and eaten by moft Negroes.

The Largest Sensible Plant.

'T^ HIS grows to be about four Feet high. The Branches are thickly

cloathed with a great Number of oval fmall pennated Leaves.

From among thefe rife feveral three-inch-long Stalks, bearing each of

them, on their Extremities, an uncommon ftamineous Flower. The greateft

Part of this is yellow ; but on one Side of it appears a Tuft of pale-

white Stamina^ tipp*d with brownifli Apices.

When thefe Stamina^ as well as the yellow Part of the Flower, drop

off, there appears an horizontal Group of fmall Pods of about an Inch

and a quarter long, when ripe, and of a blackiOi-brown Colour, inclofing

feveral fmall flattifh black Seeds^

Crabs-Eye-Vine.

^T^ HIS is a long fcandent Vine, cloathed with fmall pennated Leaves,

* each confifting of eleven Pair, with an odd one at the End.

The Flowers, being papilionaceous, fmall, and white, are fucceeded by
Pods, each inclofing two or three fcarlet Peas.

Every one of thefe, at its Extremity, has a very black Spot, which
makes it much refemble the Eye of a Crab* From thence it derives

its Name.

The Least Wild Pea-Vine.

'T^ HIS is a (lender reddifh hairy Vine ; cloathed at uncertain Di«

fiances with fmall green Leaves, generally three in Number, upon
one common Footftalk.

From the Bofom of the Leaves rife many yellow papilionaceous

Flowers, each fucceeded by half-inch-long Pods, containing two fmall

Peas.

The Wild Potato-Vine.

'"T"^ HIS is a weak flender Vine, creeping upon the next Supporter

it meets with ; but moft commonly it twines itfelf about Guiney-

Com-ftalks, and blofloms about Chriftmas, Thefe are of the papiliona-

ceous Kind, and of a beautiful Mixture of the moft fnowy-white and

deep-fcarlet Colours.







Book VIII. IJlandof BARBADOS. I

7he Rope-Mangrove.

'T^H I S is a groveling Tree, feldom ridng above eighteen Feet high i

The Bark is of a Hght-ruffet Colour ; the Leaves are high-ribbed ;

their Length about feven, and their Breadth near fix Inches, fupported

each by a fix-inch-long Footftalk. The Extremities of the Branches are

beautifully decorated with large yellow Flowers, very much refembling

thofe of the Cotton-Flower, except that they want the purple Spot at the

Bottom. The Petals of this Flower, which are five in Number, are fup-

ported by a double Row of green capfular Leaves neatly jagged. The
Piflil is ftrong, and divides into four knobbed Divifions : From the Side

of it rife many yellow Stamina^ tipped with the fame colour'd farinaceous

Apices. The Flower is fucceeded by a roundifh ftiarp-pointed Pod, divided

into five Partitions, inclofing each a black kidney-like Seed. The mofl

common Method of cultivating thefe Trees is by cutting the younger

Branches into many Pieces, and flicking them in the Ground in wet

Weather. It is called the Rope-Mangrove, from the Ufe that is made of

the Bark of it to make Ropes or Halters for Cattle. Thefe Trees grow

mofl: commonly in low moifl Land, near the Water : They flower about

^um or July.

The Junction-Vine.

TH I S is a long trailing Vine, bearing a fharp-pointed heart-like Leaf.

The Flower is monopetalous, very miich reprefenting, in its whole

Shape, the Placenta Uteri. The Labia of the Flower are freckled with

purple and white Spots. The Root of the Vine is exceeding bitter, and very

ufeful to make bitter Diet-Drink. The Flowers are fucceeded by a conic

blackifh Pod, which is very much fulcated on the Outfide, and the Infide

divided into partitional Cells, inclofing feveral fmall black Seeds.

The Pigeon-Pea-Tree ; Lat, Cytifus*

nnniS grows to about nine Feet high: Its Roots are few, penetrating

not deep into the Earth. Its main Stalk, or Stem, at about three

Years Growth, is commonly near as big as a Man's Wrift.

I know of no Part of this Shrub but what is of fome Ufe. The
Wood is good for Fuel ; and by the often falling of its numerous Leaves,

the Land it grows upon is very much enriched ; and its Fruit is of great

Service, by affording hearty nourifhing Food to Man and Beafl:. The
main Stalk is generally divided into feveral bufliy Branches : Thefe are

cloathed with long fharp-pointed fmooth Leaves, green above, and

covered with an hoary Mealinefs underneath : It bears, upon two -inch-

long Spikes, very many yellow papilionaceous Flowers, ray'd with purple

Veins. Thefe are fucceeded by Pods of a rufTet Colour, when ripe ; con-

E e e taining
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taining three, four, or five, fomewhat flat roundifli Peas, feparated from

one another by a flender Partition. Thefe Peas, green or dry, are boiled

and eaten, and efteemed very wholfome, efpecially if ufed in the wet

time of the Year
;

for, being of a binding Quality, they prevent Diarrhoeas

and Dyfenteries, fo common in wet Seafons. I attribute their Reftringency

to a very fmall Quantity of a gummy refinous Subftance, which is

generally found, more or lefs, in each Pod.

Thefe Trees are produced from the dry Peas, planted about an Inch

deep. They grow to a confiderable Bignefs even the firft Year, each

bearing feme Hundreds of Pods ; the fecond and third ftill more nume-
rous ; the fourth and fifth they bear but very fparingly ; in two Years

more the Tree gradually decays and dies. They thrive befl: in a dry Soil,

and foon perifh in a wet one.

Thus " is much Moifture hurtful to fome, whilft kindly to others

;

*' thus fome Plants require a ftrong and rich, others a poor and fandy
" Soil ; fome do beft in the Shade, others in the Sun."

This is delineated in Plate XIX.

Nemnem, or Tooth-Ach-Tree.

^ I ^ HIS Tree was firft brought hither by a Portuguefe^ about fifteen

Years ago ; it takes its Name of the Tooth-ach-Tree from its

rather fuppofed, than real Quality of curing the Tooth-ach. It differs

very little, if any thing, except in its greater Bulk, the Length of its Prickles,

and the more falcated Form of its Pod, from the common Akajecy

already defcribed.

The Akasee or Sweet-Brier.

rj^ HIS Shrub is of the thorny Kind, growing to about ten Feet high :

Its Roots are ftrong and many, and penetrate very deep into the

Earth. The main Stem, as well as the whole Shrub, is cloathed with a

reddilTi-grey Bark; the Branches are fomewhat geniculated backward and

forward, alternately. From each of thefe grow feveral Side-twigs ; on

thefe are feveral Pair of very fmall oval pennated Leaves. The Flowers,

which are of a globofe Form, yellow, and of the ftamineous Kind, rife

from the Bofom of the Leaves on Stalks, or Pedicles, of about an Inch

long, guarded at the Bottom with two (harp Prickles : Thefe Flowers are

fucceeded by Pods of about four Inches long, black when ripe, contain-

ing eight or nine oval Seeds, feparated from each other by fungous Parti-

tions. The Roots, when bruifed, yield an offenfive Smell ;
and, if boiled

to a Decodtion, and drunk, prove mortally poifonous to Man, or Beaft.

The Pod, when half-ripe, affords fo glutinous a Jelly, that it is made
ufe of, inftead of Cement, to join together broken China Ware. If the

main Stem is wounded, there oufes out, in few Days, a tranfparent Gum
like' Gum-Arabic. The Defcription which Mr. Lemery gives of the

3 Shrub
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Shrub which produces Gum-Arabic, anfwers very near to this. This is

dehneated in Plate XI. Fig. 2.

The Flower-Fence, or Spanish Carnation , Lat, Pon-

ciana.

HIS Shrub is diftinguifhed into two Sorts, the one bearing a yellow

Flower, the other a red and yellow mixt ; the former is very feldom

to be met with. The Shrub bearing both is of the fame Species, and
grows to be about fix Feet high, fending out near the Top feveral flender

Branches on every Side. Thefe are thickly cloathed with many Pe?i?ics

of fmall oblong winged Leaves ; the main Stalk is covered with a whitifh

grey Bark, the upper Branches ending in green long Spikes. Thefe

are fpirally furrounded, upon long green Footftalks, with very beautiful

Flowers, each compofed of five Petals, which are generally red near the

Bottom of the Leaves ; and their Edges, which are finely waved, or finu-

ated, are deeply bordered and tinged with Yellow
; and, where the

Yellow predominates, it is generally rayed with fine Streaks of Red.

Thefe Petals are fupported by five under- capfular, reddifh, fpoon-like

Leaves. From the Centre of the Flower rife nine two-inch-long Stami^

na^ of a flaming Purple, tipp'd with reddifh-brown Apices^ furrounding

a reddifh Style, which is the Rudiment of the Pod. This, when ripe,

is about five Inches long, flattifh and of a purple Black, divided into

feveral partitional Cells ; each Cell including a flat blackifli Seed, not

ill-refembling the Kernel of an Apple. Lye-water, made from the Aflies

of the Roots of this Shrub, is looked upon to be good to bring down
the Catamenia ; and one of the Flowers, bruifed and fteeped in Breaft-milk,

is a gentle Anodyne ; for which Purpofe it is often given to quiet very

young Children. Thefe flourifli all the Year round.

The Dog-Willow-Rats-Bane, or Raw-Head and
Bloody-Bones.

TH I S is a fcandent Shrub, cloathed with green fmooth-edged

round-pointed Leaves of about two Inches long, and an Inch

broad. Thefe are fet on the Branches alternately. From the Extremi-

ty of the latter grow feveral roundifli Pods, compofed of four fpoon-like

Leaves, fupported near the Stalk with four fmaller capfular Leaves. When
thefe Pods open, they difcover a TaflTel of long white Staminay tipp'd

with Apices ; from the Middle of thefe rifes the Piftil, which is near

three Inches long, bearing upon its Top the Rudiment of the Fruit.

This Piftil foon grows ligneous, and, at its full Growth, produces a five-

inch-long Pod of a whitidi-yellow Colour, ftreaked with two oppo-

fite fcarlet Seams. The Infide is full of Cells, containing feveral fmall

green Seeds. This Shrub grows chiefly upon rocky Places.

rhe
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The French Guava.

THIS is a flimbby Plant, whofe main Stalk hath a ftrong ligneous

Texture. Its Side-branches are cloathed with feveral Pair of large

oval winged Leaves, the upper Stalks ending in upright Spikes, which

are covered for three Inches in Length with pendulous yellow Flowers, not

ill-refembling thofe of the Aloe Plant. Thele are fucceeded by feveral

blackifhlong Pods,whofe feveral partitional Cells inclofe a great many round

blackifh Seeds. A Decodion of this Plant, or an Ointment made of a

Mixture of its Juice, is looked upon to be of great Ufe to cure and dry

up any cutaneous Eruptions. This flourifhes about ChriftmaSy and loves

a rich Soil, as well as a fhady Place to grow in.

^The Wild French Guava, or Stinking-Bush,

'T^HE main Stalk of this Plant rifes above four Feet high, bearing on its

Side-branches feveral Pair of fharp-pointed winged Leaves. The Flow-
ers, which are yellow, and much refembling thofe of the Tamarinds, are

fucceeded by five-inch-long blackifh Pods, containing many fmall blackiOi

Seeds. This derives its Name from the Likenefs it hath to the French

Guava Shrub, and from its (linking Smell.

The Arnotta Shrub.

np HIS, even at its greateft Growth, exceeds not twelve Feet, nor the

Trunk, where largeft, above three Inches in Diameter. It branches

pretty much towards the Top, and is cloathed with middle-fized fharp-

pointed green Leaves, whofe middle and tranfverfe Ribs are fomewhat
reddifh. Thefe are difpofed on the Branches alternately. The Flower is

pentapetalous, and of a bluifli Yellow, compofed of fpoon-like Petals. The
inclofed yellowifh Stamina are tipped vAth. purplifh Apices. The Style,

which rifes from the Centre, proves the Rudiment of the lucceeding echi-

nated Pod, which is of a conic Shape. Its Infide is divided into feveral

partitional Cells, inclofing a great many fmall Seeds, covered on the Sur-

face with a red Subftance; which the Indians on the Main dye their

Bodies with. As the Method of preparing this Dye is not well known here,

I {hall not attempt to give any Account of it.

The LuCERN.

THIS Kind of Grafs hath been but very lately cultivated in this Ifland,

and even now but by fome curious Perfons. It is of a very quick

Growth in wet Weather ; but fo foon dies in dry Seafons, that it is not worth

cultivating here, however valuable it may be where there fall more conftant

Rains.

'the



Book VIII. IJlandofBARBADOS.

The Wood-Sorrel.

HP HIS differs very little, if any thing, from the fame Species that

grows in England : And its Virtue in Ptifans or Sallad is equally

the fame.

The ]ALLO?y or the Four-o'Clock-Flower; Lat, Jallapa.

'T^HIS fhrubby Plant grows to be about four Feet high, and is divided

into numerous Branches, as well as by the different Colours of its

Flowers diftinguiflied into feveral Sorts. However, the Root of that, which
bears a brown yellowifh Flower, comes neareft in phyfical Goodnefs to the

true Jallop. Its Leaves are winged, and the Flowers of the tubular mo-
nopetalous Kind, whofe Ores are divided into five Sections. The Stamina

are tipped with five Apices of a fcarlet Colour. Thefe Flowers, though

diftinguifhed into the Purple, the Red, and the Yellow already defcribed,

have all their Footftalks covered over with foft Villi or Hair ; and the

Bloffoms of each Kind are fucceeded by fmall Capfulce^ containing in

each a fmall black, hufky Seed, inclofing a white Kernel.

I fhould have added before, that the Leaves are fharp-pointed, and

above two Inches long, and an Inch and an half broad. The Flower ex-

pands early in the Morning, and generally continues open till Eight

o'clock ; and then fhuts, and feems almoft wither'd, till about Four in

the Afternoon ; at which Time it blows anew, and continues open till

Night.

The Crab-Tree.

THIS tall Shrub hath a dark-colour'd reddifh Bark. The Branches

are many and crooked. The Leaves, which are generally in Pairs,

are likewife unequal and ragged ; the largell not exceeding two Inches

long, and the fmallefl: not an Inch. The Branches are guarded with very

fmall fcarce-perceptible Prickles. The Flowers are of the papilionaceous

Kind, and fucceeded by many fmall Pods.

The Indigo-Weed.

IN the Infancy of Trade in this Ifland, Indigo, which is produced

from this Weed, was one of its ftaple Commodities : But as the Im-

provement of Sugar became more beneficial, or rather, when our Neigh-

bours the French, by their feveral Indulgences in Trade, as well as tliie

cheap Purchafe of their Land, were able to underfell us at foreign

Markets, this Branch of Trade was lb intirely fwallowed up by them,

that we have had no Indigo manufadured here for above forty Years paft.

Therefore it would be needlefs in me either to defcribe the Plant, if I

F f f could
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could meet with any in the Ifland, or to trouble my Reader with the

Method of making Indigo from it.

"The Jallop-Vine.

WH A T is here called the Jallop-Vine, grows near the Houfe of

the Honourable Samuel Roufe^ Efq; Its Stalk yields a milky

Juice. It bears an heart-Hke Leaf, and a Bell-flower.

Sorrel.

WE have here, befides the Wood and the Garden-Sorrel, anotlier

tall fhrubby Sort, diftinguifbed by their Colour into the White,

and the Red. Thefe grow ftrong, and are feemingly ligneous, though

they are of an annual Growth, produced from the Seed. Their Roots are

many and fibrous.

The main Stalk grows often to be above three Feet high, red and

hollow. The Leaves, which are deeply digitated, and their middle Ribs

and Stalks reddifli, are fet on alternately. The Flower confrfts of five pale-

white Leaves, gyrally incircling one another, and each deeply ftain'd with

a purple Spot at the Bottom, and inclofing a fhort ftrong Piftil furrounded

with farinaceous Duft.

The Petals are likewife incircled with five fliarp-pointed capfular Leaves,

which, when the Petals drop off, clofe together into a conic-fhap'd Pod.

This, when ripe, opens into five Sedions, dilcovering a ruffet Berry, which
likewife, when ripe, opens into five Sections, and difcovers a great many
blackifh Seeds.

Thefe Leaves, as well as the Berry, are decorated as well as fupported

by a ftrong Calyx^ which on the Outfide is divided into nine fharp-

pointed Sections.

The red Leaves, and Flower-cup, being thick and very juicy, are,

when ripe, feethed in boiling Water, which in a few Hours extrads both

their Colour and Strength. This Decodtion, work'd with Sugar, makes

a very ftrong reddilh heady Wine ; and a$ thefe Plants are of two Kinds,

the Red and the White, their refpedive Wines will be of thefe different

Colours, but of the fame Tafte.

The red capfular Leaves, when young (firft ftew'd,) make excellent

Tarts.

The Fruit is generally ripe about Nove7nher and December.

The Wild Sena, or the Wild Cassia Fistula , Lat.

Colutea.

THIS bufhy Shrub grows to about four Feet high ; the main Stalk

pithy and brittle j the Branches thickly cloathed with round decp-

green







Book Vlir. IJland 0/ BARBADOS.
green winged Leaves, fet upon the Twigs in three or four Pair. The
Flowers are yellow and pentapetalous.

Thefe are followed by five-inch-long brownifli round Pods, fomewhat

falcated when ripe.

The Infides of thefe are divided, Hke the large Cajfm-Fijlula, into

very many fmall Cells, feparated from one another by thin pulpy Parti-

tions of a fweetiOi Tafte, including, in the intermediate Spaces, fmall

blackifh flat Seeds.

This is delineated in Plate XX.

The Christmas-Bush.

' ^ HIS Plant grows to about three Feet high. Its Roots are many,

but weak, always blooming in December ; and from thence it derives

the Name of Chrijltnas-Bujh.

% It continues to bear Bloflbms till the middle of March, and then gra-

dually decays.

The main Stalk and Branches are of a flrong gramineous Texture, and

its Leaves, which are about two Inches long, and near as broad, end in a

iharp Point.

Their Edges are fnipped in three or four oppofite Places, their upper

Sides deeply furrow'd, and by far greener than the under, which, when
young, are whitifh, foft, and downy. On the Top of each Branch (ge-

nerally fpeaking) ftands a Group of very fmall white tubular monopeta-

lous Flowers ; their Tops are but barely to be feen, peeping out of long

fcaly Calyces ; and from each Flower rife two very fine white Stamina

with pendulous Apices. Thefe numerous thready Stamina, fo clofe to-

gether, give it, at a Diftance, the Appearance of an intire ftamineou3

Flower. When thefe drop, their Calyces become pappous, and full of

long fmall blackifh Seeds, each furrounded, like the Feathers in a Shuttle-

cock, with very fine white Down. A Cataplafm of this bruifed Plant is

efteemed not only an excellent Vulnerary, but likewife fo great a De-

tergent, that it will not fuffer the leaft proud Flefii to grow where it

is applied. It grows in every Soil all over the Ifland.

I'he Gully-Root.

T F the Virtue of Afa-Foetida, in nervous and hyfterical Difordcrs,

confifts chiefly in its efficacious Power of difperfing, by its flrong

Smell, the animal Spirits to their feveral proper and diftind Parts of

the Body, the Roots of this Plant may perhaps claim an equal Degree of

Virtue ; for its Smell is fo very offenfively flrong, that a fmall Piece of it

will, in a fliort time, fill the largeft Room with its difagreeable Odour.

2 Pops.
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Pops.

THIS is a fucculent perennial Plant, having many fibrous Roots. The
main Stalk is hollow, and the Outfide divided into many irregular

Angles. It u^idely branches towards the Top, and is thickly covered with

thin fharp-pointed Leaves, of about three Inches and an half long, and

about two Inches broad. The Edges of thefe are widely and irregularly, fer-

rated ; the whole Plant growing to be about two Feet and an half high.

The Flowers, which are monopetalous and yellow, are divided into five

Angles in a Star-fafhion. The Infide of each Angle, near the Difcus^ or

Bottom of the Flower, is ftained with a brownifh purple Spot. The whole

Flower furrounds five Stamina^ tipped with pale bluifh Apices. Thefe

likewife furround a whitifh Piftil. The Flowers are fucceeded by fmall

round bluifh Berries, full of an agreeable Pulp, mixed with many whitifli

Seeds.

Thefe are looked upon to be good Diuretics : The Berries, till ripe,

are furrounded with a thin green Capfula^ fomewhat of a conic Shape :

which is of a very fiender Texture, and divided principally into five high

convex purple Veins, interfperfed with a great many lefler longitudinal

as well as tranfverfe Ribs or Veins. When the inclofed Fruit is ripe, this

Capfula opens, and withers away.

Foster's Plant.

As this Shrub hath been hitherto namelefs, I have prefumed to call

it after the Perfon's Name who difcovered to me, not only this, but

feveral others. This fhrubby Plant grows to about four Feet high. Its Roots

are ftrong, penetrating deep into the Earth. The infide Bark of thefe, as

well as the Pith in the main Stalk, is of a yellowifh Colour ; the latter

fomewhat inclinable to a red. Its flender Side-branches are cloathed with

five Pair of pinnated Leaves without, an odd one at the End ; thefe are

about an Inch and an half long, and near an Inch broad. From among
thefe rife a great many papilionaceous Flowers ; which are fucceeded by long

flattifh Pods, inclofing a great Number of flat Seeds of a ruflet Colour.

The Leaves of this Plant, if bruifed, yield a very offenfive Smell. It

grows chiefly in rich Land, and blooms in June and July,

I'he Cow-Itch Vine.

npHIS is a long fcandent Vine, creeping often to above twenty Feet

high, if fupported by neighbouring Trees or Rocks. Its Leaves are

of a middle Size, fliarp-pointed, and very thin, covered with foft FilH
or Down, and fet on the Vine in a Triparture-order. The Flowers of this

Vine grow in Bunches.

The



Book VIII. B A R B A D O S.

The Appearance of each, at firft, is an inch- long purple petalous Pod,

which, when it blows, divides into two narrow purple Petals, difcovering

in the Middle, between both, a white long Pointal, hooked even to a

Pricklinefs at its Extremity. This is likewife fheath'd with a thin white

Membrane. When this, as the Flower grows, fplits open, it difcovers the

Pointal to be fringed or divided near the Top into feveral Stanmia^ tipp'd

with Apices. The two above mentioned Petals are, near the Bottom, in-

circled with another purple Petal, not ill refembling the Carina of a papi-

lionaceous Flower. The Whole is fucceeded by a Pod near of the Shape

and Size of a Pod of a full-grown Englijh Field-Pea. This inclofes feveral

blackifli fmall Beans. The Outfides of thefe Pods are thickly covered

with very fine fhort Setae ^ or ftiff Hairs. If thefe, either blown by the

Wind, or by any other means, touch the Skin, they will inflame the Part

far worfe than if touched with Nettles.

The Italian Sena.

WHAT is called here the Italian Sena, hath many white ftringy

Roots fpreading on every Hand. Its main Stalk foon divides into

lefler Branches ; thefe are cloathed with feveral Pair of winged pale-green

Leaves of an oblong Shape. The Branches likewife fuftain, on two-inch-

long Footftalks, feveral five-leaved yellow Flowers ; thefe are fucceeded

by falcated broad Pods, divided by feveral Indentings into many Parti-

tions, which inclofe dark-colour'd Seeds.

This, with a great many other curious medicinal Plants, is to be found

in the Garden of Dodor John Douglafs^ near Speight\-Town^ as well as

in the Garden of Dodor Reynold Alleyne in St, James's Parifli.

The MusK-BusH, or Wild-Ockro.

'T^HIS bufhy Plant bears many fmall Branches, cloath'd with very

hairy Leaves, divided into three deep Sedions, forming as many
partitional fharp-pointed Angles. The Ribs on the upper Side are fome-

what reddifli, on the under green. The Edges of thefe partitional Sedions

are irregularly indented : The upper Branches fuftain a beautiful yellow

Flower, compofed of five round-pointed large Petals, each Petal above

two Inches long, and ftained at the Bottom with a purple Spot. Thefe

furround a large Piftil cover'd with yellow farinaceous Duft. The Top
of this is almoft furrounded, on fhort Footftalks, with blackifh-purple

Apices. The Flower is fucceeded by a multangular flefhy Pod, every

way refembling that of an Ockro. They are fometimes eaten, efpecially

when very young ; otherwife they tafte mulky.

G g g The
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^he Horse-Vine.

'T^HIS Vine is fmall and creeping; taken notice of chiefly becaufe it

is looked upon to be good Feeding for Horfes : Its green round-

pointed Leaves are fet on an inch Footftalk in a Triparture-order. The
Flowers are fucceeded by fmall Pods, incloflng a great many Seeds, or

Peas, feparated from each other by partitional Cells. It grows chiefly in

fhady Places.

Wild-Basil ^ Lat, Acinus.

' I HIS hath very fmall fibrous Roots : Its Stalk and Branches are fquare

and deeply chanell'd. The Leaf is about an Inch and an half long,

fliarp-pointed, and fomewhat indented about the Edges. It bears fmall

fiftular blue ftar-like Flowers, ftanding in Groups upon conic Tufts, whofe

Apertures are guarded with fliort hairy Spikes. In thefe are included the

Seeds, which are very fmall, and of a blackifli Colour. This Plant is

juftly look'd upon to be an excellent Vulnerary.

7l!&^ HoLLY-HocK ; Z.<^^ MalvaArborea.

'Tp HIS Plant much refembles the Gundelia Orientalise Acanthi aculeati

Folio^ Capite glahro^ growing in the Levant^ and defcribed by

Tournefort, Its Leaves are very deeply laciniated, as all of the Thiftle-

kind are. The middle as well as the lefl^er Ribs are ftain'd with blue

milky Veins. The Stalks, near or at the Top, bear many yellow ftamineous

Flowers. Thefe are fucceeded by echinated brownifh Pods, incloflng a

great Number of brownifli fmall Seeds : A Thimble-full of thefe, taken

inwardly, proves an excellent Purge ; and the yellow Juice, that, when
broken, plentifully diftils from the Stalk, is a fovereign Remedy to cure

old Ulcers.

The Coney-Flower-Vine.

npHIS Vine creeps upon and fupports itfelf by its numerous Clafpers,

twining round the Branches of neighbouring Trees. It bears a

great many fmall heart-like Leaves ; and at different Diflances is deco-

rated with large papilionaceous Flowers, the Extremities of whofe Alee are

white, terminating near the Carina in a moft deep beautiful Purple.

The Carina itfelf is white, and its Orifice cover'd with two fmall mem-
branaceous Petals, having their Rife from the Footftalk-Part of the Carina

-y

and, meeting on each fide at the Orifice, they clofely join together to

cover it. Thefe Leaves have their Parts, which thus join together, beau-

tifully ftain'd with Purple. The Piftil takes its Rife at the Bottom of

the Carina ; and, as it grows ftronger and larger, its Point beconv'S

divided into feveral Stamina^ tipp'd with Apices^ which, when ripe., fall

into
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into the Ovary ; and then. the Piftil, which becomes the Rudiment of

the future Pod, pushes open the Orifice of the Carina^ as well as burfts

through the two membranaceous Leaves, that covered it. Soon after the

Expanfion of thefe the Flower withers, and drops off; and is fucceeded by

a four-inch long Pod, chanelled in the middle on each Side with a deep

Furrow. The Pod contains feveral fmall Peas or Seeds.

I'he Sensitive Plant ; Lat, Mimofa.

' ' H I S is diftinguifhed into the large and fmall Sort, the main Stalks

fomewhat hairy; each bearing proportionable fmall longifh oval -winged

Leaves. The Flowers, which ftand upon three-inch-long Footftalks, are

ftamineous. Thefe are fucceeded by fmall brownifh Pods of an oblong

Shape, and of about an Inch long. The Edges of thefe Pods are thin,

and through their Middle, on each Side, rifes a Ridge, which, on the Infide,

corrtains a great Number of blackifh fmall Seeds. The winged Leaves

upon this Plant fhrink very much upon the leaft Touch. The Pedicles,

which fupport the Flowers, and the fucceeding Pod, are, near their Setting off

from the main Stalks, embraced with two heart-like fharp-pointed

Leaves, of near half an Inch long. Thefe intirely differ from all the

reft.

l^he Rabbet-Weed.

HP H I S is of the Thiftle-kind. Its main Stalk grows to be three

Feet high, and hollow like a Pawpaw-Shank. It is thinly covered

with fmall narrow Leaves, which are prickly about their Edges. The

upper Branches fuftain a great many Flowers compofed of a Border of

pale-white fmall Petals, furrounding a yellowiHi long Thrum, which,

when ripe, proves pappous, and flies away into whitifh Down. This Plant

derives its Name from the Ufe that is made of it to feed Rabbets with.

T^he Indian Root.

TE Seed of this, fome few Years ago, was fent hither from ya-
tnaica^ as a very valuable Plant. If the chimerical Gentleman, who

fent it, had but had Coolnefs of Thought enough firft, fully to difcover

its pretended Virtues, before he had recommended it, the Planters of this

Ifland would have been much happier without it
;

for, as its Seeds are

of the pappous Kind, they were foon carried over all the Ifland ; and it

too unluckily flourifties in every Soil, though ufeful to neither Man nor

Beaft. Its Roots are white, fibrous, and many. The main Stalk rifes about

eighteea Inches high.

rhe
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T'he OclcRA ; Ockro.

npHIS excellent flirubby Plant is plainly a Species of Mallows. The
Stalk is like that of a Mallow, and rifes to about four or five Feet

liigh, bearing, on and near the Summit, many large yellow Flowers fuc-

ceeded by green conic flefhy Pods chanelled into feveral Grooves.

Each Pod, when ripe, is from an Inch to two Inches and an half long,

full ofas many longitudinal Cells, as there are Chanels of fmall round black

Seeds. The long Ockro differs from that already defcribed, chiefly by hav-

ing its Stalk twice as high as the other, and its Fruit often four Inches long,

and the Pod fmaller. This likewife, with Care, may be brought to bear

all the Year round. The Fruit is taken, when young and tender, and boiled

and eaten with Butter.

They are of a very mucilaginous Nature ; a great Reflorative, very whol-

fome, and extremely lubricative. Thefe are undoubtedly the Plants which

the Ro7tians fo much valued, and which Horace fo well defcribes by calling

them leves malvce»

COYERS.

'T^HIS fhrubby Plant hath feveral whitifh Roots, fmelling not unlike a

Radifh. The main Stalk, which is of a purplifh Colour, branches

very much near the Ground : From the feveral Side-branches iffue a great

many Footfralks, whofe refpedive Tops from one common Centre fuftain

feven fharp-pointed Leaves, being almoft equally fharp near their common
Footftalk, where they all join ; at which Jundure there is a yellowi/h Spot.

The Flower very much refembles that ofa Garlick-Pear-tree, confifring of

four fmall Spoon-like Petals.

From the Centre of thefe rifes a dark-coloured Piflil, from whofe Sides,

fomewhat higher, iffue fix purplifh Stamina^ tipped with brownifh Apices ;

the Piftil in the Middle ftill continuing larger than the Stamina^ bearing

upon it the Rudiment of the future Pod, which, when ripe, is of a flattifh

Shape, of about fix Inches long, inclofing a great many fmall Seeds. The
Juice of this Plant, mixed with fweet Oil, is looked upon to be a fovereign

Remedy againft the Pain in the Ear, if poured into it warm.

The Many-Roots.
rjpj^jg Plant derives its Name from the great Number of its Roots. The

feveral Stalks, which grow up from thefe, are about feventeen Inches

high, and hairy. Their Leaves, which are crumpled, and have very turgid

Veins, are about four Inches long, and three broad. From the Bofom of

the Leaves rife many Pedicles fuftaining large dark-blue Flowers. Thefe
are fucceeded by very fmall brownifh Pods.

A De-
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A Decodtion of this Plant, drank warm, is looked upon to be very good
to heal fore Throats. It grows to equal Perfedion expofed to the Wind, or

in the Shade ; and generally blooms in June and July.

Nightshade; Lat. Solanum.

np H E Roots of this Plant are many, ftringy, and white. The main
Stalk, as well as the leflcr fide-ones, are of a deep-purple Colour, and

herbaceous Texture, rifing often to near two Feet. The Leaves, which

are about five Inches long, and about four broad, are irregularly ferrated

into fhallow as well as deep Sections; the Extremity of each being fharp-

pointed. The Flowers are of the tubular Kind, having their Borders or

Extremities much expanded, and divided into five equal Parts, ending in

corniculated Points. This Border or Extremity of the Flower is of a pale

White. Its long tubular Shank is finely rayed, the Infide with purple-bluifh

Veins. From its Centre rife five two-inch-long Stajnina^ tipped with grey-

bearded Apices. The Piftil, being of equal Length, is tipped with the

Rudiment of the Fruit, which, when ripe, is an echinated Pod of about

an Inch long, inclofing a great many fmall blackifh Seeds. The whole

Flower feems withered, and clofed up, in the Day-time ; at leaft, till about

half an Hour paft Five in the Evening : Then it opens, and fully expands

itfelf into a fine beautiful Flower.

This is no fooner in Bloom than the Fly-bats come frorh their lurking

Holes, and, flying from Flower to Flower, dart into thefe, feverally, their

long twirling Tongue or Probofcis^ with which they fuck out either the

Honey-dew, or fome other Moifture fi-om the Bottom of the Flower.

The Leaves are generally looked upon to be of great Efiicacy to cure

the Head-ach, by tying them to the Temples of the Perfon afflided.

Rata-peper, or Rata Ockro ; alias Hoho.

npHIS Plant hath a great many white ftringy Roots. The main Stalk

is green, herbaceous, and hairy, rifing to about fourteen Inches.

This and its Side-branches are cloathed with green Leaves. Thefe are

two Inches long, and near as broad
;
having feveral high Veins on their

under Sides, and their Edges irregularly ferrated. Among thefe rife feveral

Footftalks or Pedicles, luftaining a great many yellow Flowers fucceeded by

long {lender Pods.

This Plant is much made ufe of by our Slaves in their Soups

and Broths ; who efteem it, and not unjuftly, a very wholfome boiled

Sal lad.

Hhh Many-
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Many-Seed.

IHAV E given this Plant a Name from its many Seeds
; wliichj from

reckoning the Number in one fmall capfular Pod, and multiplying

that one by the Number of remaining fmall round capfular Pods, the

whole Plant, which fprung from one Seed, contained twelve thoufand

eight hundred and eighty Seeds. It feldom grows above three Feet high,

and is forked.

Coot-Weed.

THIS, whilft young, very much refembles Ajlragalus Orientalis^

mentioned by 'Tournefort as growing in the Levant ; with this only

Difference, that the Flowers of the Eaftern Plant are white, and of this

yellow. It affords, when broken, a rank fetid Smell ; which fhews that

the Oil and Salts are in a volatile State.
g

Rattle-Bush, or Shake-Shake.
]

THIS Plant hath a great many white matted ftringy Roots ; the

main Stalk dividing, almoft as foon as it comes out of the Ground,

into many green fucculent Branches ; thefe different Stalks, at different

Diftances, bearing, on Pedicles of about two Inches long, three blunt-

pointed inch-long green Leaves. Thefe are fet on at the End of every

Stalk in a Triparture-order. The Flower, which is of the papilionaceous

Kind, is fucceeded by a fmall Pod. The inclofed Peas, when ripe, make

a rattling Noife when fhaken by the Wind : From hence they derive the

Name of Rattle-BuJlDy or Shake-Shake, They grow chiefly, or at leaft

beft, under the Shelter of an Hill.

The Red Dialth^ea.

HIS is a low fhrubby Plant ; its Bark of a reddifh Grey. The
Branches are thickly covcr'd with fharp-pointed Leaves. Thefe are

about two Inches and an half long, and near two broad. Their Edges

are finely ferrated : The Flowers, which are of the herbaceous Kind,

almoft furround the Stalk in feveral Bunches. Thefe, when ripe, are

fucceeded by feveral very fmall Hufks or Capfulce, inclofing feveral brownifh

triangular Seeds. They grow chiefly in fhady Places.

Wild-Parsley.

'TP HIS derives its Name from the great Refemblance its Leaf hath to

that of Parfley. The Flowers arc fucceeded by a fmall triangular

Capfula^ each Angle containing, in its Partition, one round fmooth Seed,

of
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of about the Bignefs of large black Pepper. This, when ripe, is neatly

marbled with black and white Spots.

The only Ufe that I know is made of this Plant, is, that the good

Houfewives make the Nefts of their fetting Hens of the Leaves and

Branches of this, in order to deftroy the Lice upon the Hens. The
Seeds likewife are made ufe of, being ftrung upon Silk, inftead of more
valuable Beads, for Bracelets.

It flourifhes about JunCy July^ and Augujl,

Pepper.

As the Species of thefe are many, I fhall firfl: give a Lift of theif

Names ; and then proceed to a particular Defcription of fuch as

are any-ways remarkable : Bonnet- pepper, ribb'd. Bonnet-pepper, plain.

Negro-pepper. Bird-pepper. Cherry-pepper. Long pepper. White-

pepper. Olive-pepper. Spur-pepper. Rofe-pepper. Ifaac-Cape-pepper.

Bell-pepper, and Turbilo-Pepper. The Pepper moft commonly ufed,

and moft approved of, is what is called Negro-pepper. The Shrub that

bears this feldom rifes to above three Feet. It is very thickly cloathed

with fmall green (harp-pointed Leaves, of about an Inch and an half

long, and about one broad. Its Flowers, which are white, and five-

leav'd, are likewife very numerous. It is obferved, that, even before they

blow, each of thefe hath a fmall wriggling Worm in its Difcus or Socket.

The fucceeding Fruit is ofa fmall oblong fharp-pointed Pepper, red when
ripe, of near one third of an Inch long. This hath a very hot poi-

gnant Tafte, attended with an agreeable Flavour.

Sweet-Heart,

TH E Roots of this fmall Plant are many, penetrating deep into the

Earth. The main Stalks are jointed, and are no thicker than

Packthread. Thefe rife feparately from the Root, four or five in Num-
ber, growing to about fifteen Inches high. From each Joint of thefe

main Stems, rifes a flender Footftalk of an Inch long, fupporting three

fmall Leaves, fet on in a triangular manner ; the Top of each Stalk end-

ing in a gramineous Spike, furrounded with many purple papilionaceous

Flowers. Thefe are fucceeded by fmall Pods of about two Thirds of an

Inch long, including five fmall Peas, or flattifli Seeds. Thefe are feparated

from each other by Partitions ; and the Outfide of the Pod is divided

or fegmented into fo many femicircular Sections as there are Peas.

The Pod is intirely incrufted with fmall Seta, or hooked Briftles, imper-

ceptible to the naked Eye ; by which means they tenacioufly ftick to the

Cloaths of thofe who walk among them.

A Decodion of the Roots, boiled in Milk with the Bark of a Guava
Tree, is look'd upon to be good to cure Fluxes.

He
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The Spanish-Needle.

THIS Under flirubby Plant grows in moft Parts of the lHand. It has

many fmall fibrous Roots. On every Footftalk ftand three fharp-

pointed ferrated Leaves, fet on in a triangular manner, the oppofite to the

Stalk being the longeft.

The Flowers are compofed of a ififtular yellow Thrum, partly furround-

ed with three white Petals. Thefe are divided at the Top into two deep

narrow Sedlions, which gives each Leaf the Appearance of three. The Seed-

veflels are very fmall long blackifh Spikes, furrounding the Top in a

Whorl-fafhion, having their Ends very much bearded and jagged, inclofing

very fmall longifh black Seeds.

This Plant is looked upon to be a good Vulnerary.

Iron-Vine.

' I ^ HIS is a fmall creeping Vine, deriving its Name from the ferrugi-

neous Colour of its Stalk and Leaves. The Roots penetrate deep into

the Earth : The {lender Side-branches bear upon half-inch Footftalks three

lharp-pointed Leaves ; the oppofite to the Centre being the longeft. This
is about an Inch and an half long, and an Inch broad ; the two other

Leaves fomewhat lefs. The Flower is very fmall, of a bluifh Colour, and of

the papilionaceous Kind.

The whole Plant, when bruifed, yields a reddifh rough Juice ;
which,

ifboiled into a Decoction, and drunk, is looked upon to be ofgreat Service in

Diarrhoeas and Dyfenteries. This Plant flourifhes in moft Places, efpecially

in the Summer Months, when thefe are moft common.

Down-Vine.

TH I S is a creeping Vine, bearing a great many heart-like Leaves

as well as feveral Flowers, which are fucceeded by fmall Pods, filled

with Down intermixed with fmall Seeds ; the former ferving as Wings to

convey the latter over the adjacent Places. This Vine grows chiefly in Gul-

lies, and fuch fliady Places.

I'he Wild Dolly.

THIS Plant rifes about twenty Inches. Its Roots are fmall and fibrous.

The Leaves are fet three upon a Footftalk in Triparture-difpofition.

Thefe are of a very deep-green Colour, and moderately fharp-pointed.

From the Bofom of the Leaves rife many fix-inch-long Spikes or Foot-

ftalks : Thefe are refpedlively decorated at the Top with a beautiful purple

papilionaceous Flower, and fucceeded by a three-inch-long narrow Pod,

inclofing in feveral partitional Cells fmall blackifti Seeds, or rather Peas.

The
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The Wild-Tamarinds.

THIS very fmall woody perennial Plant rcfembles in Miniature, efpe-

cially in its Leaves, Flowers, and Fruit, the large Tamarind-Tree

already defcribed.

The Horse-Eye-Bean Vine.

np HIS, if fupported by any tall Tree or Rock, will grow to above
^ fifty Feet high. Its Leaves are large, and fet on five-inch Stalks, three

in Number, in a triangular Manner. Its Bloflbms are of the papiliona-

ceous Kind ; which are fucceeded by a large downy Pod, inclofijig from one

to three Beans, called Horfe-Eyes,

This Name is given to them fi-om their Likenefs to the Eye of an Horfe

in Shape and Colour.

The Horse-Bean.

THIS is a long trailing Vine, with large beautiful green Leaves.

Its Flowers, which are of the papilionaceous Kind, are fucceeded

by Pods often ten Inches or a Foot in Length, which inclofe from nine to

one-and-twenty large Beans*

The Bean-Vine.

THE many different Sorts of eatable Beans, planted in this Ifland, are

generally diftinguifhed by the Names of Arbour-Beans, fpeckled

Beans, CaroBta Beans, the Sugar Bean, and the fmall Six-weeks Beans.

The Arbour-Bean, which is by far the largeft, takes its Name from its

being often planted near Arbours ; on which, if guided, it will creep,

and afford an agreeable Shade. This Vine bears a Pod near fix Inches

long.

The Wild-Pea.

THIS is a fmall weak creeping Vine, which by its numerous Ten-

drils climbs up the neighbouring Trees, Shrubs, or Rocks. It is

thinly cloathed wdth fmall fharp-pointed Leaves ; each Pedicle fuftaining

three, fet on in a Triparture-order. The Flowers are of the papiHona-

ceous Kind, and white, except that near the Centre. They are very (lightly

ftained with red. Thefe are fucceeded by a three-inch-long Pod, containing

in partitional Cells about fifteen fmall Peas.

This Vine grows chiefly in fhady Places.

I i i TJoe
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The Eatable Wild-Pea.

THIS is a llender Vine, fupported by any neighbouring Bufbes. It

bears on every Footftalk three Leaves, fet on in a Triparture-order

;

as well as, upon two-inch-long Pedicles, yellow papilionaceous Flowers.

Thefc are fucceeded by near three-inch-long Pods, inclofing feveral

green Peas, which are often made ufe of by the poorer Sort.

The Cuckolds Increase.

H E S E grow upon fhort upright Stalks ; and are diftinguifhed into

the large and fmall Sort. The Leaves are fharp-pointed.

The Flowers are likewife of the papilionaceous Kind, and fucceeded

by eight-inch-long roundifli Pods. Thefe, in their feveral partitional

Cells, contain nine, ten, or eleven longifh Peas, which, thoug hfomevvhat

windy, are generally liked.

The BuoNA Vista, commonly called Bonny-vis.

TH E Species ofthefe are diftinguifhed into the Moon-fhine, the Green,

the White, the Red-and-black, and the Small Sort. The Vines and

Leaves of thefe are of a greyifli Green, round-pointed and broad, and the

Flowers papilionaceous and white
;

except the black Sort, which have pur-

ple Bloflbms. What are moft commonly planted are the Six-weeks Bonny-

vis. Thefe are fo called from their bearing Pods in about that time : Thefe

Pods are fomewhat flat, of about two Inches long, inclofing three, four, or

five Peas or Beans in partitional Cells. Thefe are univerfally made ufe of,

either green or dry
;

being looked upon (though fomewhat windy, yet) a

wholfome Grain.

The old Sort generally bears about Chrijlmas ; and if the Vine is fuffered

to grow, it will in two Years time, if fupported, prove fo ligneous and

ftrong, that it will be no lefs than an Inch or more in Circumference.

The Six-weeks Kind hath a more tender Vine ; and though it bears fooner,

it will neither thrive, nor laft fo long.

O F
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Grapple-Wood.

THIS (Lrubby Tree hath a reddifli-grey Back. Its numerous

Branches are fpindUng and weak. Its Leaves are fmooth and
green, fomewhat above an Inch long, and three-quarters of an

Inch broad, fmooth-edg'd and blunt-pointed. I have never known this

Tree to bear either Flowers or Fruit.

756^ Five-Sprig-Tree.

TP HIS Tree derives its Name from the general Number of Branches,

which horizontally furround the Stalk at feeming Joints, from one to

three Inches afunder ; the main Stem ftill growing ftrait upwards,

furrounded at fuch Diftances with the above-defcrib'd circular Branches.

The Wood, as well as the Leaves, have an agreeable Smell : The latter are

round-pointed ; and what is moft remarkable in thefe Leaves, is, that when
upon the Tree, they are very green ; but when dry, inftead of turning

to a ruflet Colour, they bleach into an almoft perfedl White.
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7he Corn-Tree.

TH E Tree call'd by this Name was brought hither about twelve Years

ago from Guiney^ and now grows at the Eftate of Mrs. JVarreny

at the Black-Rock Plantation. It is faid, that it bears, in its native Soil,

feveral long cylindrical Ears, not ill refembling a large Mold-candle,

round which Stalk the Grains are difpofed ; but as this never bore any,

and as we have no authentic Writers mentioning the Growth of fuch a

Tree in any Part of /Ifrica^ I much doubt of the real Exiftence of fuch

an one : However, it may not be amifs to defcribe it. Its prefent Growth

is about fixteen Feet high, branching chiefly towards the Top ; the Bark

is of a greyifli White ^ and its leflTer Branches at the Top cloath'd with five

green Leaves, furrounding one common Centre ; thefe are two Inches and

an half long, and an Inch and an half broad.

The South-Sea-Rose ; Nerium Indicum.

'T^HIS is a very tall Shrub, whofe Branches are many and flender,

^ generally bending wavingly downwards ; thefe are cloath'd, efpecially

near their Extremities, with a great many fharp-pointed yellowifti-green

Leaves, near fix Inches long, and half an Inch broad, fet oh three in

Number round the Stalk ; this Difpofition is preferved at irregular Diftances

to the Tops ofthe Branches, which fuftain, upon longifh Footftalks, feveral

five-leav'd red Rofes. From the Centre of thefe firfb Border of Leaves

rife three or four leflTer red Leaves ftreak'd with White. The Colour of

the Bark is of a darkifli Red : The Roots, boil'd to a Decodion, prove a

ftrong Poifon, if drunk by Man or Beaft. It grows chiefly in fiiady Places.

Sober's-Plant.

npHIS is a fmall ftraggling Shrub, divided in many Branches, cloathed
-'^ with many fmall round-pointed Leaves of a Liver-colour. The Foot-

ftalks and middle Spine of each Leaf are prickly, and the Leaves, when
bruifed, fmell very ftrong and difagreeable.

The French Rose-Tree.

nPHIS flirubby Tree grows to about twelve Feet high, difcoverlng in

moft Seafons of the Year, upon the Extremity of the Branches, feveral

beautiful Rofes, each confifting of five large white Leaves, whofe bottom

Parts are flightly ting'd with Red : By Noon thefe Leaves are of a blufliing

florid Red, retaining fome fmall Appearance of their morning Whitenefs

;

at Night, which is its laft Stage, its Colour is of deep putrid Purple ; then

it withers, and its Leaves flirivel up. The Stylus, which thefe Leaves

inclofe, is divided at the Top into three fornicated Branches, and is fur-

rounded from Top to Bottom with much yellow farinaceous Duft:

I From
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from thefe, in time, come a great many fmall blackifh Seeds, which are

lodged in a pappous Down, in thefe crumpled Leaves.

Tthe Plant called Patience.

np HIS is a low creeping Plant, whofe Leaves very much refemble
•* thofe of the Plant called Bachelor s Breeches, A Decodion made
from this Plant is looked upon to be of great Service to alleviate the Pain

in the Stomach.

The Turky-Weed.

HIS Plant grows to about two Feet high ; it bears, at about two

Inches Diftance from each other, feveral Pair of fharp-pointed

winged Leaves, in Length near three Inches, and half an Inch broad
;

the Tops of the Branches fuftain feveral fmall round capfular Seed-veffels.

This Plant derives its Name from the Ufe that is made of it to feed

Turkeys. It grows almoft in any Soil.

Goats-Rue.

'jp HIS is a dark mofs-like Plant, growing on the Infide of old Wells

and Walls, from whofe compact Bottom rife feveral plufhy Villi or

fmall brown ftiff Hairs, of about an Inch long ; thefe are tipp'd with

{lender Apices^ aiFording numerous fmall Seeds:

I'he Wild Basil.

'T^ HIS woody Plant grows to the Height of about three Feet ; its

Bark of a black Ruflet : The Branches are cloathed with Leaves of a

Silver-white beneath, and green above. Thefe are high-ribb'd, and fharp-

pointed. At every Inch Diftance rifes a ftiff Footftalk, furrounded at

the Top with a burry-ruffet Button, whofe numerous Villi or Set^e are

prickly. From among thefe are feen fmall tubular Flowers. The whole

Plant is of a detergent Quality, and therefore often made ufe of to cure

old Ulcers.

Rock-Bush.

'T^ HIS Plant hath many ftringy white Roots. The main Stalk is

of a dark Green, growing often to be four Feet high, and jointed

at about every fix Inches Diftance. The Leaves are large and fharp-

pointed, being about fi*'e Inches long, and three Inches in Breadth, and of a

dark- green Colour. This Plant grows in great Plenty at Cluff's Bay, in

St. Lucy\ Parifh.

Kkk Nettles.



22,0 . Hoe Natural Hiftory of the Book VI I

L

Nettles.

TH E S E are of three Sorts, the White, the Red, and the Vine-nettle:

The two former grow into upright Stalks, the latter a creeping

Vine. The Red, whofe Leaves are elegantly ferrated, refemble the Roman
Nettle, with this DifFerence, that the Pedicles of thefe, as well as the

middle and tranfverfe Ribs of the Leaves, are of a fine purplifli Red.

The Stalks and Leaves of each Sort are thickly cover'd with ftinging hairy

Down. From the Bofoms of fome of the upper Leaves rife fmall Pe-

dicles, fupporting an horizontal Group of very fmall gramineous Flowers,

fucceeded by very many fmall flattilli Seeds.

T'he Wild LxWender.

npHIS is a flirubby perennial Plant, growing in fandy Places near

the Sea; and hath in general (except that it wants its fragrant Smell)

a great Refemblance to the Garden Lavender : It bears upon the Summit

of its Branches many white fmall monopetalous Flowers, whofe Or^ arc

divided into five Segments.

The Antegoa Rose-Tree.

'Jp
HIS grows to about fifteen Feet high. Its Branches are cloathed

with many Leaves, of about two Inches long, and fomewhat above

an Inch broad. From among thefe, efpecially at the Extremity of the

Branches, rife a great many pale-white monopetalous Flowers, whofe

Or(B are divided into five deep blunt Segments. Thefe Flowers have a

weak faint odoriferous Smell, and blow chiefly in the Months of June and

July.

The Sea-Side Samphire.

npHIS is a very fiicculent Plant, and differs from the Englijh Sam-
phire by the lefs Number of its digitated Sedions, as well as by its

more luxuriant Growth, being every Way larger ; it grows upon the Rocks

and grafly Banks near the Sea. It is generally diftinguifhed into two Sorts,

the Green and the Red. The Bloffoms of each are compofed of five pale-red

Petals, fupported by an equal Number of green capfular Leaves 3 the Petals

furround the Stamina^ which are of a pale Purple.

7%e

4
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The Wild Peny-royal.

T^HESE are of three Sorts: The largeft hath a whitifli green oblong
Leaf ; the fecond offomewhat a deeper Green,with a lefs and rounder

Leaf; the third hath Hkewife very fmall Leaves, which, as well as the Stalks,

are of a dull Purple. As the Roots, the Leaves, and Flowers of all thefe have
a great Refemblance of Peny-Royal, it is from hence that they derive

their Name, though they want intirely the ftrong Smell ofthat Plant.

Indian Cale, or Seven Years Cabbage.

'TPH I S is fo called from the Term of Years that its Stalks will remain in

the Ground, not only unperifhed, but will yearly produce very fmall

Heads of Cabbage, befides lefTer Sprouts
;
though the former are not near as

clofe, nor fo large, as our annual Garden-Cabbage.

T'he Wild Clove.

'

I
^HIS Plant hath many white fibrous Roots: The main Stalk rifes to

about two Feet high, being cloathed with a great Number of nar-

row long fharp-pointed Leaves. The Flowers are fmall and white, fucceeded

by the blackifh fharp-pointed Pods, which exadlly refemble Cloves, from

whence it derives its Name. Thefe Plants grow chiefly in wet fwampy Land.

Ithe Rock Balsam.

npH I S is diflinguifhed into two Sorts, differing only in Colour, the White

and the Red, each having thick fucculent Leaves and Stalks. They
grow chiefly upon Rocks,and old Walls; the Leaves are fleek, blunt-pointed,

and roundifh. From the Bofom of the Leaves rife long conic rough dentated

Spikes, very much refembling fmall round fleel Files ; in the feveral hafnincR

or Foldings of thefe are contained the Seeds. The Juice of this Plant is very

mucilaginous, and looked upon as an excellent Vulnerary.

The Arrow-Root ; Lat- Maranta.

THIS is a very ufeful Plant, both phyfically and otherwife. Its

Root is long, white, jointed, and mealy : The Juice of this is ex-

ceeding cold, and, being mixed with Water, and drunk, is looked upon
to be a Prefervative againft any Poifon of an hot Nature. Out of this

Root is made likewife the finefl Starch, far excelling any made with Wheat.

The main Stalk rifes about two Feet and an half high, furrounded at unequal

Diflances with fmooth fliining deep-green Leaves of about ten Inches long.
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and five broad ; thefe fomewhat refemble the Leaves of Plantain-fLot.

The Flowers, which are white and monopetalous, and of the labiated Kind,

ftand upon long Footftalks. It is generally dug up for Ufe in the Month
of February, Of this there are two Sorts, the long and the fhort-jointed.

The Long-Leav'd Misletoe.

THESE grow in Bunches, containing feven or eight Leaves ; each

Leaf being fharp-pointed, five Inches long, and near half an Inch

broad. They are generally to be found growing in the Clefts of the

Bark of Cedar-Trees.

Antegoa Balsam.

THIS is a low groveling Plant, growing very thick, and clofe to the

Earth. The Leaves are longiQi and fharp-pointed. The Flowers

are white, and very fmall. A Decodion made of this is looked upon to

be an excellent Healer of all inward Bruifes, as well as a good Vulnerary

and Styptic in external Wounds.

"The Silver-Leav'd Plant, or Piss-a-Bed.

TH E Leaves of this Plant fpread near the Earth like the Leaves of
young Lettuce, the upper Side green, and the under of a white hoary

MeaHnefs, and feels plufhy. From the Centre of thefe Leaves rifes a Stalk

of about two Feet long, whofe Top fupports a white downy Flower,

fomewhat Hke a Sun-Flower, which, when ripe, is carried about by the

Wind.

"The Broad Pond Duck-Weed , Lat, Nymphaea Indica.

THE Leaf of this exadly refembles the white Water-lily, defcrib'd

in Gerard's, Herbal. Its Form is that of a Colt's-foot, green above,

and whitifh underneath. The Flower confifts of five Leaves, and every

way anfwers the Make of the fame Species in England ; but more efpecially

their Roots, which are of a browni£h-red Colour, and fomewhat hollow
within. Thefe Roots are always fix'd in the Bottom of the Pond.

The Black-Thorn ; Pifonia.

TH I S is what Sir Hans Sloane calls the Fingrigo^ and under that Name
he hath juftly defcribed it, excepting that the Colour of the Bark is

always rather of a leaden Dark than a light Brown.

The Trunk of a full-grown Tree is about fix Inches Diameter : The
Tops, by the Weight of its numerous Branches, foon inclines downwards

;

and if fupported by neighbouring Underwood, or even upon the Ground,
2 they
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They will grow, trailing along the Surface of the Earth, to often above

twenty Feet in Length. The main Branches are thickly cover'd with two

regular Sets of lefler Side-ones ; Thefe, as well as the Prickles they are

guarded with, grow always oppofite one to another, and by their

contrary Pofition cutting, as it were, the larger Branches at right

Angles ;
by which means, look which way you will, thefe lefler Branches

make the Appearance of a Crofs. Its Leaves are very flender, ariflng in

Tufts three, four, or five, in Number ; thefe are generally much torn and

eaten by Vermin. It bears upon fhort Footftalks Groups of very fmall

monopetalous bell-fafhion'd Flowers, whofe Stamina are tipp'd with Apices

:

Thefe, which are of a dark-yellow Colour, have a faint weak Smell, and

are fucceeded by burry roundifh Katkins, which are fo very clammy, and

full of very fmall fharp-hooked Prickles, that if a Bird alights upon them,

they fo entangle in its Feathers, that it will not be able to fly away.

The Snake-Wood.

TH O' this is but a flender Tree, feldom above fix Inches Diameter,

even near the Ground ;
yet it fometimes grows to be above forty

Feet high. It hath no Leaves, nor feldom Branches, till near the Top :

There it is furrounded with Leaves fimilar to thofe of the Popo-Tree. The
Trunk appears very knotty, if not jointed. Thelnfide is hollow, and the

Whole fo light, that a weak Man may eafily brandifli a Piece as big as

GoliaJh Beam, or Herculess Club. I have never known it to produce either

Seed, Flowers, or Fruit. This is delineated in Plate X. Fig. 2.

The May-Pole, Lat, Aloe Americana muricata.

THIS very remarkable Tree hath a great many ftrong ftringy Roots.

The Trunk, which is very ftrait and tapering, is always green
;

its Bark, very neatly divided into feveral clofe alternate Scales, or Lamince^

of a triangular Shape, fharp-pointed at their Extremities. Each of thefe,

as well as the Branches of the Flowers, lefl^en in Bulk, as they draw near

to the Summit of the Tree, which is often above thirty-five Feet high,

and three Feet in Circumference near the Ground
;

yet this furprifing

Magnitude is but the Growth of three Months time. The green woody

Leaves, which furround it at the Bottom, are many in Number, each

being from three to four Feet long, about feven Inches broad, and three

thick, ending always in a black horny Point : One of thefe Leaves often

weighs fix Pounds. The Trunk of the Tree, about twelve Feet from its

Summit, thrufts out a great Number of ftrong green fliort Branches in an

alternate Order : Thefe different Branches, with their refpe<5tive Flowers,

have been always thought (and not unjuftly) to refemblc the feranches of

the Candleftick in the Temple of Solomon : Each Candleftick or Branch

fuftains an horizontal Group of Flowers near twenty- five Inches in Circum-

L 1 1 ference
j
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icrciicc ; tlie Whole, which at a Diftance feems to be but one, is compofed

of fevcral Scores of finglc yellow Flowers, each of thefe flanding upon a

longifli pod-like Stalk of a yellowifh Green, terminating in fix Hiarp-pointcd

thick yellow Petals. From the Centre of thefe rifes the Piftil, which is ftrong

and blunt-pointed ; the Petals furround Hx Stamina of about two Inches

long; thefe are tipped with large falcated Apices^ which, when ripe, are

covered with yellow farinaceous Duft. The Socket of the Flower is thickly

befprinkled with a very fweet Honey-dew : This draws to it Abundance
of Humming-birds and Bees. The Iniide of the Trunk is a fnow-white Pith,

fpongy and porous : When the Bloffoms are dropped, their hufky long Pe-

dicles fhoot out into many fharp-pointed Leaves of about two Inches long,

and near as broad : Thefe, growing clofe upon one another, are fomewhat, at

their Extremities, expanded, and form a Sucker not very unlike a Pine-fucker.

When thefe grow ripe, they fall down to the Ground, and take Root.

In a fliort time after it hath produced Flowers, the Body of the Tree,

which fo late was tall and flourifhing, falls proftrate to the Earth, and perifh-

eth ; and the very large Leaves, which furrounded it at the Bottom, in like

manner wither and die. Having cut down one of thefe at the End, as I

was informed, of three Months Growth, however furprifmg it may appear

to fome, yet it meafured full nine-and-twenty Feet in Height, and very

near three Feet in Circumference near the Earth
;

and, having carefully

weighed it, its Weight amounted to two hundred and ten Pounds ; fo that

its additional Weight each Day was far above two Pounds : Or ifwe confi-

der its Height, and its Number of Days in growing, we fhall find, that it grew
three Inches and about three Quarters of an Inch in every four-and-twenty

Hours. This very extraordinary Growth far furpafles any other Computa-
tion hitherto taken notice of, being far fuperior to the Remarks of the inge-

nious Mr. Helmont upon the Willow he planted, after five Years Growth
of which, the Leaves, Roots, main Stalk, and Branches did not exceed

five hundredweight.

Forest-Bark, or Bastard Locust.

THIS grows to be a large Tree cloathed with longifh green Leaves ; the

Bark is much fulcated, and made ufe of as a good Refiringent.

The Gum-Elemi Tree.

^TpHIS grows to be a large Tree, from whofe Trunk, when the Bark is

wounded, flows the Gum called the Gw?i Elemi.

5(y6^ Silk-Grass ; Z><^/. Aloe Barbadienfis.

'
I

^ H E feveral faponaceous green Leaves, furrounding this Tree near the

Earth, and taking their Rife without any Footftalks from its Trunk,
are about two Feet and an half long, feven Inches broad near the Middle, and

about
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about one thick, ending in a fharp Point. Their Edges arc guarded with

fharp crooked Prickles. The Trunk of the Tree is green, and crouded, at

feveral regular Diftances, with numerous fcaly prickly Lajnincc^ which in

general much refemble thofe of the American Aloes already defcribed ; ex-

cept that this Tree is much Icfs in Bulk and Height, as well as that the

Spire or upper Part of the Trunk is fo weak, that it bends wavingly down-
wards, partly by its own Weaknefs, and partly by the Weight of Suckers

which grow upon it, efpecially near the Top. Thefe are compofed of feveral

complicated Rows of green thick Leaves : From the Centre of thefe rife

feveral {ingle Flowers ftanding upon a pod-like Footftalks : Each of thefe

are made up of fix blunt-pointed Petals, green on the Outfide, and white

within. Thefe inclofe fix Stamina tipped with Apices furrounding a Piflil,

which fwells in an angular manner near the Middle. The above-mentioned

Leaves, which encompafs this Tree near the Earth, are made up of very

many fine longitudinal white L,amincE or Filaments of Thread-like Hemp,
or rather as fine as the beft Flax. Thefe are eafily feparable from the green

pithy Subflance of the Leaves, and each again divifible into innumerable

Divifions as fine as Hairs. With thefe, twifted together, are made Lafhcs

for Whips of a very durable Nature : And I am of Opinion, that by tlieir

Stiffhefs the Filaments from this Plant are mixed with the Silk in making

the Indian Silk Handkerchiefs.

The Hop-Weed.

'T^HIS hath many white ftringy Roots. The main Stalk is quadrangular,
**• green, and hollow, and at every two or three Inches Diftance feemingly

jointed; from thefe feveral Joints oppofite to one another rife three or four

Leaves on inch-long Footftalks, in Breadth near the Pedicles above three

Inches, and in Length above four. Thefe are high-veined, and very much
corrugated, or crumpled. The Stalk, at its Extremity, bears an echinated

flattifh Bottom, or Bur, which, when dry, hath an agreeable fragrant Smell.

The Leaves of this Plant are efleemed good to be made ufe of as a Gargle

in fore Throats. It begins to bloom in yuly and Augujl.

Briny Roots.

np HIS fcandent Shrub takes its Name from its mofl ufeful Parts, which

are its Roots. Its main Trunk feldom exceeds the Bignefs ofone's Arm

;

its Branches are weak, climbing upon any neighbouring Tree. Thefe are

thickly cloathed with winged green Leaves, fharp-pointed at their Extremi-

ties, as well as at their Footftalks, their Edges being very elegantly waved

or labiated : Among thefe, upon fhort Footftalks, appear the Flowers, which

are compofed of five Petals, fnovvy-white. The Roots, when bruifed, afiord

a very offenfive Smell. This, fleeped in Water, and fermented, or made into

a Decodion, is very purgative, and efleemed beneficial to dropfical Perfons,

and very ufeful to prevent or cure the Scurvy, and to open Obflrudlions.
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The beft Method of preparing it is, to fcrape a Handful of the Bark

from the Root, and make a Decodtion of it.

The Turk's Head ; iMt, Meloca£tus Americana major.

'Jp
H I S is called by the Antients Melocarduus echinatus^ and hath a

great many ftrong fibrous Roots. Its main Body, which grows

above-ground, is about a Foot long, and about two Feet in Circumfe-

rence. The Infide is a ftringy pulpy reticulated Subftance. The Outfide

of this is green, and chanell'd into feveral deep Furrows, whofe Eminencies

are thickly cover'd, at certain Diftances, with Tufts of Prickles, of about

an Inch long ; the reft of the main Stem being green and fmooth, ending,

as it were, in a round fomewhat flattiOi Top ; from whofe Centre rifes

another lefs Body or Stem of cylindrical Form, of about eight Inches

long, and three in Diameter. This is thickly covered with very (harp

long fine Prickles, of a Snuff-colour. The Outfide of this Part of the

Stem or Stalk is of a fpongy foft pappous Nature, efpecially near the

Top, from which Place rife feveral many-leav'd Flowers, of a Maiden's-

blufh. Each of thefe is fucceeded by a fmall fcarlet Berry, inclofing

feveral fmall flat brownifh Seeds.

Y A M s 5 Lat. Ricophera.

THIS very ferviceable Root was formerly the peculiar Growth of

Africa^ and the moft common Food of its Inhabitants. In all

Probability, it derives it's Name from the Verb Tam^ to eat ; which is a

Word made ufe of, and equally underftood, by moft, if not all the feveral

Nations upon the Coaft of Gutney^ though differing otherwife in their

Language, Cuftoms, and Manners. They are planted at about three

Feet afunder, in fmall Hillocks, fuch as are prepar'd to plant Hop-roots

in England ; the Ground being firft hol'd about fix Inches deep. T'he

Method of doing it is, by putting about three very fmall Yams in each

Hillock, in the Months of May or June. Thefe fprout out foon after

with the firft Rain, and grow into a long trailing angular Vine, bearing

a very handfome heart-like Leaf. This Root or Yam much refembles, at

firft Sight, by its blackifti ftringy Skin or Tegument, the Root of a fmall

Tree. They are dug up of different Shape, as well as Weight ; the

latter from twenty to half a Pound. However, the moft common Weight
is about two or three Pounds : Thefe are fomewhat of the fame Nature

as Potatoes, mealy and white within, but generally of a clofer Texture

than the former. They are juftly efteem'd to be very hearty nourifhing

Food, and are generally preferr'd to Bread by the Inhabitants of the

Ifland. When firft dug out of the Ground, they are either put in Sand,

or kept in a Garret, where they are well cur'd, by admitting the dry

Air to them. The Method of making ufe of them is, either by roaft-

I ing
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ing or boiling them ; if the latter, they ought to be firft peel'd. It is

thought in England, that they muft be firft foak'd in Water before they

are ufed, to draw out their fharp biting Tafte ; but this Opinion is in-

tirely groundlefs. Great Care ought to be had in digging them from

the Ground without being bruifed, for thofe that are will foon afterward

decay. The befl: Method that is yet found to preferve fuch, is to

fprinkle the bruifed or broken Part over with Lime. However, after all

prefervative Means, fuch muft be us'd firft ; the others will keep fit for

Ufe for near a Twelvemonth.

Hjc Prickly Yam-Vine*

np HIS is a (lender Vine, covered with fharp-pointed Hcart-likc

Leaves, fet on alternately. At the Root of this Vine grows a Yam,
in Tafte exadly the fame with thofe dug up yearly in January. What
is moft remarkable in this is, that it bears all the Year round ; and when
a Yam is dug up, a fmall Slice of the upper Part of it, in which the

Roots of the Vine are fixed, muft be ftill left in the Ground, which will

grow downwards to the Bulk of that already cut off. This Amputation

may be made for feveral Years, and perform'd feveral Times in the fame

Year, the Vine and its Leaves ftill flourifhing.

The Wild Yam-Vine.

np HIS is a quadrangular Vine bordered or fkirted at each Angle,

with a high green thin Lift ; the Leaf is umbilicated and haftated,

of a deep-green Colour.

Eddas; Arum maximum j^^gyptiaciim.

'Hp H E different Species of Eddas are diftinguifhed into the blue EddaSy

the fcratching EddaSy and the roafting Eddas ; the Leaves of

each being haftated, and of a blunt Arrow-head Shape. That of the

blue Edda is very large and green on the upper Side ; the under is co-

vered over with a glaucous Mealinefs. The moft common that are

planted are the roafting Eddas ; thefe yield a great Increafe, and are a

very nourifhing and healthy Food, efpecially if ftew'd. The fpiral gra-

mineous fucculent Stalks that fupport the Edda-bloffoms, as well as the

young tender Leaves, are ufed by Negroes by way of Sallad. A Field of

Edda, when in Bloffom, affords, in a calm Morning or Evening, a very

fragrant odoriferous Smell. Thefe are of a round conic Shape ; the outfide

Skin being of a dark-brown Colour, the Infide very white, and fomething

of the Artichoke-kind. The moft common roafting Kind are dug up

and gathered in at one Time ; but fome of the Eddas may be taken

from the Root of the large Sort, and if the Earth is clofed up again, the

Plant continuing to thrive, will ftill produce more*

M m m Potatoes^
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Potatoes.

THESE very iifeful Roots are diftinguiflied in this Ifland from one

another into at leaft thirteen Sorts ; but as this great Variety hath

but very fmall real Difference, I fhall therefore pafs by thefe ai d lefs

necefiary Diftindtions, and divide them into the white and red, the

long and the round Sort. Each of thefe differs from the Englijh Potato,

by being propagated by a Slip or Vine, which they produce inftead of

upright Stalks. Another remarkable Difference is, that the IVeJl-India

Potatoes have all a fweetifh Tafte
;
they are here look'd upon fo beneficial,

that there is fcarce an Eftate, where there is not a confiderable Quantity

of Land planted with them ; for thefe with Yams and Plantain ferve

inftead of Bread to moft of the midling, and almofl: intirely to the poorer

Sort ; tho' they are not quite deftitute of a kind of Bread, made with thefe

Roots : For the Potatoes being firft grated, and the Juice preffed out, the

flowery or mealy Part is mix'd with Sugar and Spice, and made into Pafte,

which being baked in the Oven, in the Form of a Plum-cake, its

Tafte is far from being difagreeable ; this they call Pone. With the

exprefs'd Liquor of either the red or the white Potato is made what we
here call Moby, or a Sort of cool Drink, anfwering to fmall Beer in

England. The Method of making this, is to mix the raw exprefs'd Juice

of the Potatoes with a certain Quantity of Water ; this in a feafoned Veffel

will foon ferment, and in about four and twenty Hours be ready for Ufe

;

it taftes cool and (harp, and it is generally efteem'd a healthy Liquor. The
Juice likewife of Potatoes, if fermented, will, by Diftillation, yield good

Spirit. The Vine producing each Sort is long, and trailing clofe to the

Earth, taking Roots with its numerous Joints in wet Weather ; thefe

burrowing into the Ground bear a great Number of Potatoes : Tho' the

Leaves upon thefe different Vines vary fomewhat in Shape, yet in general

they are all fcollop'd, and bear bell-fafhion'd monopetalous Flowers, whitifh

without, and of a deep Purple within, each Flower being flightly feg-

mented about the Edges. Thefe are fuccceded by fmall capfular Seed-veffels,

inclofln^feveral blackifli fmall Seeds.

The White-Lily ; Lat, Pancratium Americanum.

npHE main Root of the white, as well as all other Lilies, are bulbous and

round like an Onion, faftened to the Earth by feveral fmall white fibrous

Strings or leffer Roots, the former being fquamofe, or compos'd of feveral

Coats one over another. The Leaves are many and fharp-pointed, being

about ten Inches long, and near three in breadth. From the middle of thefe

• rifes a green flattifh hollow Stalk, this near the Top is furrounded like the

Ribs of an Umbrella, with fix four- inch-long Stalks, the Flowers con-

fifting of a double Border of five Snow-white Petals four Inches long,

and about a quarter of an Inch broad, bending downwards in a very

beautiful
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beautiful Manner ; above thefe, from the Centre of the fame Parent-

ftalk, rife fix fmall Spikes in a circular Manner ; thefe near their Tops
are green, each, as well as one other Stamen^ which rifes from the middle ;

thefe are tipp'd with falcated brownifh Apices. The Bottom of thefe

Spikes or Ribs are white, join'd together within half an Inch to the

Footflalk with a very fine white Membrane, forming an agreeable

pyramidical Flower, out of whofe Difcus rifes the above-mentioned

Stamen. The bulbous Root of this, as well as the different other Species

of Lilies, here are made ufe of by way of Decodlion, and look'd upon
as a good diuretic Drench for Horfes.

The Red-Lily.

AS the pale red, and the red and white Lily, differ from this only

in Colour, I fhall include them under the fame Defcription. Their

Roots are of the fame Make and Texture as the white Lily already

defcrib'd. The Stalk of the red Sort, &^c. is about eighteen Inches long.

The Flower is compos'd of fix Leaves, fomewhat fharp-pointed at their

Extremities, as well as near the Stalk ; their Outfides are almofl: intirely

red, as well as the Infide, except near the Socket. There their Colour

alters from a flaming Red to a greenifii White ; out of the DifcUs rife fix

purplifii Sta?mna tipp'd with yelloVvifh Apices,

The WiLD-LlLY.

HIS hath a bulbous fcaly Root. The Leaves, which are tbick, green

and fiiiooth, are of about ten Inches long and fharp-pointed, fet on

round the Stalk fquamatim ; from the middle of thefe the Stalk extends

higher than the Leaves, ending in a ruffet Spike full of fmall Seeds.

The WiLD-TuLIP.

' ^HIS hath a bulbous fcaly Root, from which rifes a green upright

hollow Stalk of about fifteen Inches high, fupporting, upon feparate

Pedicles, feveral large beautiful Flowers, compos'd of fix Petals ; each

Petal about three Inches long, fomewhat fharp-pointed at both Ends. The
middle Part of every Flower-leaf is of a fine deep Red and White ; on

each Side thefe furround fix white Stamina tipp'd with Apices. They

are in Bloom every Evening about five a Clock, and likewife in the Morn-

ing till about Eight.

The Fit-WeED.

'T^HIS is a fmall Plant, feldom rifing above fix Inches high. The
main Stalk, as well as the Side ones, are jointed ; at each Joint they

are furrounded with feveral fmall Leaves, each deeply fegmented, dividing

the



o The Natural Hijlory of the Book VI 1 1.

the Extremity of the Leaf into three fharp prickly Points : From among thefe

Leaves rifes a fmall conic fquamofe Spike not ill refembling a Fine in Minia-

ture, in whofe different LamirKB are contained the Seed : A Decodion

from this Plant is looked upon to be very efficacious to cure Fits fo often

incident to young Children.

LoGERHEAD WeED.

'J^
HIS fmall Plant hath a great many fibrous v^hitifh Roots, the main

Stalk, vv^hich is hollow, feldom rifes above fix Inches high, this is of a

purplifh Colour ; and from it rife three Pair of Footftalks or Pedicles oppofite

to one another, each fuftaining on its Extremity four fiiarp-pointed narrow

Leaves deeply chanelled in die middle, as well as the tranfverfe Ribs.

From among the upper Leaves rifes a fhort fiender Spike decorated with a

Irnall whitifh red tubular Flower divided at the Top into five Parts ; thefe

inclofe a great many yellowifh Stamina : A handful of the Leaves boiled

in a Gallon of Water till reduced to half that Quantity, and that De-

codion being made palatable with Molaffes and a fmall Quantity of Lime-

juice, is very efficacious to bring away and deftroy the Worms in Children.

The common Method of ufing this Decodlion is to give the Patient (if a

Child of about feven or eight Years old) about the Quantity of two Spoon-

fiills cold, upon an empty Stomach at Night, by the next Morning it will

have its defired Effect ; if not, let the Dofe be repeated for three Nights fuc-

ceffively. It muft be ufed whilft frefh, otherwife by its great narcotic and

ftupifying Qualities it becomes very dangerous.

T/^^ Pine Apple 5 Lat, Anana.

IF the general, or at leaft if the Judgment of the moft numerous Part

of Mankind, who have tafted of this Fruit, may be relied upon, it de-

ferves the Preference of all other Fruits; the agreeable Variety,and the delicate

quick Poignancy of its Juice is juftly efteemed to excel every other. The
Roots of this Plant are many, fpreading in a circular manner. From the

Centre rifes a hard ftrong Stalk furrounded near the Earth, and for a con-

fiderable Way up the Stalk with long green Leaves, whofe Edges are finely

ferrated. Thefe Leaves are fet on alternately ; the Top of the Stalk fuftains

the Fruit which is called the Pine^ from fome Refemblance it hath on the

Outfide to the Cone the Pine-tree bears. The Top of the Fruit is beautifully

decorated with a Corona of fine green fharp-pointed Leaves, whofe Edges,

as thofe below on the Stalk, are finely ferrated. When the Fruit is young,

of about four Inches long, it is furrounded, efpecially near the Top, with fine

blue Flowers, each confifting of one Leaf, which is divided into three Parts,

and is funnel-fhaped. The Embryos are produced in the Tubercles:

Thefe afterwards become a flefhy Fruit full of Juice. The Seeds, which

are lodged in thefe Tubercles, are very fmall, and almoft kidney-fhaped. Some
time before the Fruit is ripe, two, three, or four Suckers grow from the

I Stalk
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Stalk below, yet clofe to the Fruit : Thefe Shoots are taken ofF, and planted

5

and will in about fourteen Months time produce a ripe Pine. Thofe who can-

not procure thefe Suckers, fometimes plant the Top or Corona. This, though
intended by Nature chiefly as an Ornament to the Fruit, yet will grow,

and in time bear a Fruit, not fo foon, nor fo good, as that produced by thofe

Suckers, which Nature intended to be the Means of propagating this Fruit,

The three beft Sorts of Pines are the Surinam^ the Sugar-loaf, and Queen-
Pine. The Fruit ought to be eaten foon after it is cut, nor ought it to be
kept upon the Stalk in the Garden, as the Cuftom too often is, till it be

very foft on the Outflde.

This is delineated in Plate XXI.

The Wild Pine.

'

I
^HIS differs in Tafte from the Pine already defcribed,as much as a Crab-

apple doth from the befl: Ruflet or Golden-pippin. Its Leaves are

very large, in proportion to the Bulk of the Fruit, which is but finall.

The Large Wild Barren Pine, Lat. Caraguata.

'jj^ 'HI S, in Propriety of Language, ought to be looked upon as an aquatic

Plant, though fufpended in the Air among the Branches of lofty Trees,

to whofe Boughs it is faftened by its numerous Roots, which ferve not to

fuck, or draw £"om them any nutricious Juices to further its Growth, as

the Mijletoe doth from the Orange-tree, ^c. but only to be its Supporter

;

provident Nature having in a very extraordinary Manner fupplied this with

other Means to preferve its Species ; for the Leaves, which much relemble

thofe of Fine, but only larger, furroundthis Plant in a circular manner, each

Leaf ne:r the Stalk terminating in an hollow Bucket, which contains about

half a Pint of Water. It is by thefe numerous fmall Refervoirs ofWater that

the Roots, as well as every other Part of this Plant, are fupplied with Nourifh-

ment without the Help of any Earth. The flourifhing Condition of this, as

well as the great Growth of Fig-trees upon barren Rocks, fhews that Water

is of greater Ufe to Vegetation than Earth.

The Button-Pine.

^JpHIS chiefly differs from the common Pines by its Smalnefs, as well

as by its four Tafl:e : Therefore it is never cultivated. Its outward Coat

is likewife redder, when ripe, than any other.

The Small Barren Pine.

TH E Leaves of this very much refemble a Pine. From the Middle of

thefe, inftead of a Pine-apple, grows a woody Stalk riling to about

three Feet high, and divided into many Branches. Thefe are almoft intirely

N n n covered
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covered with fmall red fharp-pointed Berries, each guarded at the Stall;

with a fine fharp Prickle, and at the Top with two fomewhat lefs.

T^he Pen-gwyn 5 Lat, Karatas. >

TH E Word Pe7i-gwy7z is evidently a Celtic Word, compounded of Pen an

Head, and Gwyn white ; but how this Fruit came originally to have

a Celtic Name, is foreign to my prefent Purpofe to inquire into. The Out-

fide of this Plant is compofed of fome Scores of hard ftilF green Leaves

growing to about nine Feet high, and two Inches in Breadth, having their

Sides or Edges guarded, at every Inch and an half Diftance,with fharp-hooked

Prickles. Thefe Leaves turn very fcoopingly inward on the upper Side, by

which means they fave and convey the Dew, and the Rain, that fall upon
them, to the Roots. They grow likewife almoft impenetrably thick near

the Earth, furrounding and guarding a circular Corona, or Bottom, of about

a Foot Diameter. From this grows a Clufter of Fruits, each of about

four Inches long, and one in Breadth, both Ends being fharp-pointed, and

the Middle of a quadrangular Form
;
by which means they are fo clofely

joined, that they cannot well, until very ripe, be taken afunder. The
outward Covering of this Fruitisa fmooth whitifh yellow gramineous Hufk

;

this covers and peels off from a white pulpy Subftance, wherein are in-

numerable fmall flattifh black Seeds. This, being the eatable Part, hath fome

fmall Refemblance, in its Flavour, of the Pine ; and is looked upon to be

cooling and wholfome. If any of thefe, when near ripe, are gnawed by Rats

or other Vermin, the wounded Part will emit Drops of the moft tranfpa-

rent Gum. This Coagulation fhews, that its Juices are much impregnated

with volatile Oil. Dr. Tow?te very juftly recommends the Ufe of this

Fruit in Fevers, provided it be ufed very moderately ; for by its grate-

ful and adive Sharpnefs it is capable of penetrating through the moft

tough and tenacious Scurf, by that means uncovering the Orifices of

the Salival Duds, and enabling the Glands of the Mouth and Throat to

difcharge the Contents, which could not be done before the Impediment

was removed.

The Ground-Nut; Lat. Arachidna.

THIS differs very little from that called in England by the fime

Name. The Nut, which is the Root of the Grafs, lies three Inches

deep in the Earth. This is no bigger than a black Cherry covered over

with a ruffet Skin, or tender Bark, the Infide being as folid as the Kernel

of a Hafel-nut, and well-tafted.

Tie
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The Ginger ; Lat, Zinziber.

C"^
INGER is rather of the Reed-kind, than of the /m, as Morrifon

JT and others would have it. Its Stalk feldom exceeds eighteen Inches

in Height, from whofe Side grow, in an alternate Order, four or five narrow

fharp-poiated gramineous Leaves, of about five Inches long, the Extremity

of the Stalk ending in a foft-pointed Spire. When the Plant is dug up, its

Roots are thofe flattifh digitated Races called Ginger : Thefe Races are

fcraped clean, and Sun-dried. It would be needlefs to defcribe the Qualities

of a Root fo well known : I fhall therefore conclude the Defcription of it

with obferving, that the ufual time ofplanting it is in May and yu7te ; and of

digging It up, in February and March. What is moft remarkable in this

Plant is, that the fmall or Seed-Ginger, when planted, doth not decay in

the Ground, as almoft all other Seeds or Plants do : For though it pro- •

duces the Plant, and the feveral Races at its Root, the firfl: Year
;

yet it re-

mains itfelf uncorruptible, and may the next Year be planted again as a

Mother-plant, and fo on the fucceeding Year. However, after fuch a time,

it becomes fo far exhaufted of its prolific Virtue, that it bears but a poor

Crop : Therefore the moft general Cuftom is to plant yearly with frefh Suckers,

or the fmalleft Races of Ginger. The Land intended for this Plant muft be

very richly manured.

T
The Sea-Side Laurel.

HIS beautiful Shrub grows generally near the Sea-fide, cloathed witli

numerous Leaves. The Edges of thefe are remarkably indented.

This is delineated in Plate XXII.

The Large Duck-Weed.

This always grows in Ponds of ftanding Water, and generally covers

their Surface with its broad Leaves, and much refembles in Shape

and Texture thofe of the Water-Lily in England. Their upper Side is

of a fmooth fhining yellowifh Green, the under Side of a very dark Pur-

ple : Their Veins and high Ribs are tinged with Yellow ; and their Footftalks

are round, fmooth, and of the fame Colour. The Infide of this is perfo-

rated into many longitudinal Pipes, and its Length is in proportion to

the Depth of the Pond ; for it always grows till its Roots penetrate

the Mud, or other Sediment, in the Bottom.

The Flower likewife, which is fimilar to thofe of the fame Kind in

England^ always opens at Break of Day, and clofes as foon as the Sun appears.
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Small Duck-Weed.

THIS hadi many longftringy moffy green Roots. The Plant, fpread-

ing itfeif upon the Surface of the Water, is compofed of feveral

round-pointed Inch-long Leaves, of a greenilh-white Colour, and regularly

veined towards their Extrepiities. The Stalk, as well as above the firft half

of the Leaf joining to it, is bagged or ftuffed in the Infide of near one

fifth Part of an Inch thick : This, when cut through, is full of fmali lon-

gitudinal Veins, or open Tuhulu From that Part to the Extremity the

Leaf afliimes its thin proper Texture,

CAPIL-
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CAPILLARY
AND

PARASITICAL PLANTS,

The Agnus Scythicus.

WE are now come to treat of a Plant of the parafitical Clafs, tho'

dignified with the Name and Quality of an Animal, which (if

we believe many Writers of Wonders) hath not only the Shape of a Lamb,

and is woolly, but likewife feeds upon the adjacent Plants. To increafe

the Wonder, it is faid, that, if thefe are removed, the Lamb foon after dies.

This, and many other furprifing Qualities, are attributed to this fup-

pofed Animal, which the Tartars ftrongly afErm to exift
;

yet conceal

the Place where it is found. However chimerical this may appear, and

in reality is, yet the otherwife judicious Kempfer was fo credulous, as to

fpend a great Part of his Life in Search after it ; tho' a moderate Atten-

tion to the Motives of his Credibility would have fpared him his laborious

Search : For there is not a more fufpicious, or even a furer Sign of Craft,

or Cunning, and of an intended Impofition upon the Credulity of Man-
kind, than a fedulous Endeavour to keep any pretended Difcovery of this

Kind from the Infpedtion of the Public. What byafled human Nature

to embrace low Art and Cunning, in Exchange for that true Wifdom,

and beft of Policy, undifguifed Truth, was, and ftill continues to be,

that groveling and fordid, yet almoft univerfal PalBon, the Love of Gain.

In the following Inftance we fhallfind, this Vice is not only the Attendant

of luxurious AJia^ or the effeminate Part of Europe^ but that it reigns even

among the rude unpolifhed Tartars, whom Luxury, one would have

imagined, had not made Slaves to its unneceflary Wants. However, we
find that thefe, like the Ephefian Copperfmith, are artful enough to

fecure their own Gain ; for, as Furs are in great Efteem, and in high

Value, among the Nobility of Tartary^ and the neighbouring Turks, the

near Refemblance of the Down growing upon this Plant, to the Wool of

a very young Lamb, afforded the cunning Tartars room to impofe upon

the World, and gave Rife to that barbarous Piece of Cruelty of privately

ripping up the Ewes, as foon as the Lambs had attained to the Maturity

O o o of
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of having any Wool upon them ; the Skins of which, being then delicately

foft, thefe cunning Dealers fubftitute in the roonri of, and call them, the

Skins of this fuppofed Scythian Lamb.

But, to return to my Subject ; to prove that mod of, if not all, the pre-

tended Qualities attributed to this Lamb, how fpecioufiy foever they are

applied to it, as a ftrange Mixture of a real animal Exigence, and vege-

table Appearance, are really and truly the infeparabie Properties of this,

as well as many other parafitical Plants. However it mufl be owned, that

this is the moft furprifing of any of this Clafs, and is as rare as it is curious.

As to the Proofof its fuppofed animal Life from its dying, as they term

it, if the adjacent Vegetables are taken away ; this is literally true of its

Decay as a Vegetable, as all other parafitical Plants will do, when deprived

of that foftering Nourifhment, which they draw from the Trees they prey

upon. For Inflance, if a Branch of an Oak, which hath the Mifletos

growing upon it, decays, the latter, which before lived and flourifhed by

the Juices it received from the Oak, mufl, when this becomes dry and

arid, decay likewife with the decaying Branch. In the fame manner, if

the Tree, or even the Branch of it, from which the Agnus Scythicus

receives its Nourifhment, is cut down, it mufl: alfo perifh with it.

The Body of this Plant is about the Thicknefs of one's Finger, and

many Feet in Length ; the Infide of a white clofe Subflance, fomewhat

juicy, and eafily cut thro' with a Knife. The outfide Rind is tough, and

deeply covered with a fine filky Down, fomewhat refembling Wool ; and

the Body of the Plant is here-and-there irregularly geniculated, having,

among fo many Bendings, fome, which diftantly refemble, in Make and

Bignefs, the Legs of a young Lamb
;
efpecially as it is covered over with a fine

filky Down, or Hair, fomewhat curled. This accidental Likenefs of Shape

and Covering it was, that gave Rife to the Notion of its being a Lamb

;

and lucrative Reafons may have help'd to keep it up. The Body of this

Plant wreaths itfelf in feveral loofe irregular Foldings about the Body of a

Tree, and with its feveral flender ligneous Roots penetrates thro' the Bark,

and from thence fucks thofe Juices, which ought to nourifh the Tree.

From the Extremity of the Stalk rifes a Footflalk of about tv/enty Inches

long, fupporting a fingle cylindrical Leaf, very near of the fame Length.

The Back of the Leaf, on each fide the middle Rib, is flightly and regularly

pitted into a great Number of deprefTed Spots : In thefe are feen a great

many very fmall yellow Seeds, which, when ripe, are carried off by the

Wind ; and if they fall upon any neighbouring Tree, as fome, among fuch

a Number, unavoidably mufl, they then, efpecially if the Bark of it {)rovcs

fulcated, take Root, and are thus propagated.

The
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"The Fern-like Plant.

HIS grows to about ^{t^o.^ Inches high, and is by far the mofl

beautiful of the Fern-kind its many Side-branches jutting out

alternately in a very elegant Manner. I found this Plant growing in the

Eftate of Mr. Strahan^ in St. Andrews Parifh.

The Mountain-Fern.

TPI I S grows to often twelve or fifteen Feet high, very much, in its

Shape and Texture, refembling a Fern ; its Root cover'd with a

reddifh Down. I found this near the Eftate of Benjamin Mellowes, Efq;

to whofe Skill, and communicative Temper, I owe the Difcovery of many
Plants.

The Black Maiden-Hair.

T Found this beautiful Plant growing upon the Wall of St, Lucys
^ Church.

Maiden-Hair.

TH I S is generally found growing on the Side of fhady ClifFs, Sides

of Wells, and other old Walls : It is thought to be a good Peroral,

as moft capillary Plants are ; and therefore it is gathered, and, with Sugar,

boiled into Syrup, and made ufe of.

GR A-
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GRASSES, REEDS,

AND

GRAMINEOUS PLANTS.

Of Grasses.

IT is no fmall Inftance of God\ Wifdom and Goodnefs, that the Face of
the Earth is covered with Grafs, for the Ufeof Cattle; and that its Ver-

dure fhould, above all other Colours, be moft grateful to the human Eye.
The Variety likewife that is obferved in their diiTerent Species, affords in-

finite Ufe and Amufement. Reeds and Rufhes cover with a beautiful

Green the otherwife difagreeable Surface of a miry wet Soil, and, by
their numerous Roots, prevent its being wafhed ofF by Floods. It is

in thefe, that feveral Kinds of Birds, fuch as Coots, make their Nefts • and
among thefe likewife they find their Food, and are, whilft feeding
fhelter'd from the Sight of their Enemies. If we afcend up the Hills

and Mountains, there the Carpet-Downs open to our View, and, with
their wide Extent and Verdure, yield an innocent Delight ; and if the
fteep Sides of Hills were not cloathed with Grafs, the narrow interme-
diate Valleys would be fcorched up with the reflecting Rays from their

oppofite ftony Surface.

The Star-Grass.

H I S is the moft remarkable of any of the Grafs-kind. Its Roots
are many and fibrous. The feveral Stalks join there together, as in

a Bunch of Scallions. The main Stalk rifes about fourteen Inches high.
This is fmall, round, and folid

;
furrounded, within two Inches to the

Ground, with feveral fiender narrow gramineous Leaves. From thence
upward the Stalk rifes in an upright Spire, which, at the Top, fpreads

into feven other grafiy Leaves, ftanding almoft horizontally round a Tuft
of fmall whitifh Seed-veflels, containing a great many fmall black Seeds.

Thefe Leaves are remarkably ftained, or, as it were, enamel'd on the Infide
with a clear White for near an Inch long ; the Remainder of the Leaf
is perfedly Green. They are in their Bloom in June and July ; but this

white Part is not a tranfitory Embellifliment, but is as permanent as

the Leaf.

Dutch

1
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Dutch Grass ; Gramen daftyion procumbens.

npH I S hath but few Roots at its Appearance from the Ground. It is

divided into many low Branches, each thickly cloath'd with narrow

fharp-pointed Leaves, each main Stalk ending in two or three angular

almoft horizontal Spears, bearded on one Side with fharp-pointed fmall

capfular Seed-veffels. This Grafs is much coveted by Cattle of every

Kind.

Pond-Grass, or Canker-Weed.

HIS is a fucculent jointed Grafs, with fharp-pointed gramineous

Leaves. The main Stalk is jointed at every four or five Inches, and

as it creeps along the Ground, there fprout, from each Joint, two white

ftrong Roots, which foon penetrate into the Earth ; and by this means it

is too fuccefsfuUy propagated, to the great Prejudice of the Planter. It

is faid to be of fo corrofive a Nature, that a Cataplafm of this bruifed

Plant, fteeped in Urine, will eat down any Malander, or fuch-like fun-

gous Excrefcences. It is further fuppofed, or rather believed, that, if the

Juice be given to a breeding Sow, it will make her abfolutely barren.

This Plant grows bcft in wet marfliy Land.

Savannah-Grass.

np' HIS is a long creeping Grafs, full of Joints. From each Joint

rifes a grafly fharp-pointed Leaf, and, as it creeps along the Ground,

it (hoots Roots from each Joint, and fo propagates. It grows to a

great Length.

Rice-Grass.

THIS Grafs grows to about two Feet high. Its Roots are many
and white. The main Stalk is fomewhat flat, fending out from

its Sides feveral Leaves alternately : Thefe are grafly, and about five

Inches long. The main Stalk ends in two oppofite Leaves. From the

Centre of thefe rifes a two-inch-long Spear, on whofe Side alternately

rife feveral triangular Races, compofed of feveral Seeds. This is much
coveted by Cattle of every Kind.

The Plush-Grass*

THIS Grafs feldom grows above a Foot high, decorated near

the Root with many narrow fpoon-like blunt-pointed Leaves ; the

Spear continuing naked from thefe Leaves for feveral Inches; but de-

corated at the Top with feveral fmall Pannicles, fet round the Stalk

circularly, ending in an umbilical Form ; each Divifion of thisPanni^

P p p cle
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cle being: bearded with a fine white Down, at whofe Root lie the fmall

capfular Seed-veflels. The green Leaves near the Ground are flightly

cover'd with a very foft light-colour'd Pile.

Flag-Grass.

THIS hath but few Roots. The main Stalk is jointed near the

Ground at every two or three Inches afunder. The grafly Side-

blades are fharp-pointed, and near eight Inches long. As thefe grow no

higher round the Stalk than about eighteen Inches, the remaining Part

of the Stalk, which is generally two Feet more in Height, continues un-

jointed ; its Extremity ending in a five-inch-long white Pannicle, whofe

numerous fmall capfular Vefiels are thickly fludded with very fine white

Down.

Scotch Grass ; Lat, Gramen panicum.

nn HIS very ufeful Grafs grows in fwampy wet Places. Its Roots are

fibrous and many. The main Stalk grows in Joints, at three or four

Inches afunder, rifing often to five Feet in Height. Its Side-leaves are

many and gralTy. Its quick Growth, and always thriving in fuch wet Places,

makes it very valuable in the dry Time of the Year, when other green

Fodder is fcarce. Cattle of every Kind prefer this and Rice-Grafs to

any other. The Method of producing it is to cut it in fmall Pieces,

leaving always a Joint to every Piece. Thefe are ftuck in, at eight

Inches diflant, round the Sides of Ponds, or other wet marfhy Land;
and will not only foon grow up themfelves, but propagate others, and

confequently grow prodigious thick. This may be feveral times cut

down, and another renewed Crop be in a few Weeks reaped again.

Dwrah, or Ammadwrah.

THIS is of the Rufli-kind. Its Root, which hath a very flrong

Smell, is often fteeped in Water, and mingled with the Juice of

the Mufk-bufii. With this the Coramantee Negroes anoint their Skin

by way of Perfume, efpecially when they are to go to their Merry-meetings,

or public Dances.

Pond-Weed.

TH E Roots of this Plant are many, white, and ftringy. The main

Stalk is as thick as one's little Finger, ftrong and hairy, growing

to about two Feet high. Its Leaves, which are fet on alternately upon

fliort Footftalks, are near four Inches long, and fcarce one broad,

fharp-pointed, and their Edges irregularly ferrated. The middle Rib, as

well as the Side-ones, are very regular and prominent, which makes the

oppofite Side of the Leaf deeply furrowed.

D0G*S-
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Dog's-Gr ASS.

THIS derives its Name from common Obfervation, iliat Dogs, vvhea

fickj often eat of this Grafs, which foon after clears their Stomachs

by its emetic Quality. This Grafs is fo well defcribed by Mr. Miller^ in

his Botanicum Officinale^ that it would {hew more Impertinence than

Judgment to give it the Reader in any other Words. " Dog's-Grafs hath
" many long llender creeping Roots, white and jointed, fpreading much

in the Earth, with fmall Fibres at every Joint j from which arife feveral

" tall Stalks, not fo thick as the Stalk of Wheat, having two or three

*' Joints, and as many long fomewhat broad Leaves, one at each Knot or

" Joint : On the Top of each Stalk grows one long fpiked Head, in Shape
" like an Ear of Wheat, but fomewhat flatter, confifting of two Rows of
" chafFy Glumes." It grows in moft Parts of the Ifland : And a Decodlion

of it is looked upon to be good againft the Gravel.

The WiLD-DwRAH.

nPHIS hath an hard bulbous Root, its grafly Stalk, which is green and

triangular, feldom rifing above feventeen Inches high. It regularly

branches near the Top into a Star-fafhion, generally into three or four

grafly Leaves ; from the Centre of thefe rife two or three Spikes, cover'd

at the Top with a coarfe Flag, like that of a Reed.

The Nut-Grass.

THIS is of two Sorts, the one intirely propagating its Species by its*

Seed, the other by its numerous Nuts or Roots. The former is lefs

prejudicial to the Planter, tho', both by its very quick Growth and

Increafe, it is of great DiflTervice, by preventing, or, at leaft, by fucking up,

the Nourifhment of the Manure from the planted Canes, or Corn, as well

as, by its thick Growth, choaking them with their numerous wreathing

Roots. This was firft brought here in a Pot of Flowers fent from England,

to Mr. Lillington in St. T^omas\ Parifli : From thence it hath been more

or lefs unluckily propagated throughout the whole Ifland.

Red-Flag, or Plush-Grass.

THIS grows to the Height of the laft-defcrib'd, and every way re-

fembles it
;
except that its Pannicle is longer, and of a deep-red

Colour, furrounding the Extremity of the Stalk in a circular Manner

;

each capfular Seed-veflTel guarded with half an Inch long foft- pointed

Briftle. Neither this nor the former is eaten by Cattle, unlefs in great

Want.

The Ginger-Grass.

THIS is called Ginger-Grafs, from the great Refemblance there is

between the Leaves of this, and the Flags, or fpire-like Leaves, of

Ginger. W Y T H S
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W Y T H S and VINES.

The Black Basket-Wyth.

T^HIS is perhaps the ftrongeft of all other Wyths, or of any Vegetable

of equal Bulk : It is of a blackifh Colour, feldom growing thicker

than one's Finger. It derives its Name from its Ufe in making Bafkets; for

which Purpofe its great Strength renders it very ferviceable. If thefe grew

in Palcefiiney we may be allowed, at leaft, to conjedure, that they were

the fame with which Samfon was bound ; for we know of no other Wyths
of fufficient Strength to be worthy ofan Experiment of that Nature.

"The Cow-Gut-Wyth.

'T^H I S is a fcandent Vine, bearing Yam-like Leaves ; the Flowers are of
^ the Bell-fafhion, and yellow. I never could obferve,that the Flowers were

fucceeded by either Pods, or Berries. The Wyth itfelf is very ftrong and pli-

able ; therefore made ufe of to tie the Blade of Canes, wherewith Negroes

thatch their Houfes.

I

The Honey-Wyth.

Have given this Wyth the above Name, from its fweet fragrant Smell,

or rather from the great Refort of Bees to its Flower.

The Pudding-Wyth.

nn HIS much refembles,in its Leaves, thofe ofYams : They are chiefly made
ufe of as Bandages to tie Bundles of Straw or Rufhes, with which

the poorer Sort of People thatch their Houfes.

The Wild Yam-Vine.

' I ^ HIS hath its Name from the great Refemblance its Leaves have to

Yam-vine-leaves. As it is tough and ligneous, it is made ufe of to

make Bafkets.

The Wild Vine.

TH I S is of two Sorts, each bearing a monopetalous Flower, expanding

horizontally; one of a pale White, the other equally chequered with a

fky-coloured Blue : Thefe are fmall trailing Vines, creeping over (hrubby

Trees, having heart-like Leaves.

I

Tie
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7?J^? Hog-Vine; Z^?/. Convolvulus.

'T^HIS is a creeping Vine, with a green hairy Stalk. From each Side of

this Stalk rife a great many Pedicles, of above an Inch and an half

long
;

fupporting, on their refpedive Summits, four or five fharp-pointed

Leaves, about an Inch and an half long, and an Inch broad. Thefe fpread

horizontally regular round the Tops of the Footftalks. The Flowers, in ge-

neral, are four in Number, yellow, and of the Bell-fafhion, whofe Orce are

much expanded : Thefe are fucceeded by as many brownifh Capfulds^ each

inclofmg fmall Seeds.

Ihe Sweet Vine.

THIS Vine, at fome Diftance from it, perfumes the Air with a very

fragrant Smell ; but the nearer you come to it, the lefs agreeable, it

being then faint, if not offenfive. The Stalk affords a great Quantity of

milky clammy Juice. The Leaves are fmall and blunt-pointed, and the

Flowers fmall and white.

The Sea-Side Vine; hat. Convolvulus marinus.

THIS is a luxuriant trailing Vine, creeping along the fandy Banks near

the Sea-fide. Its Stalk is long and fucculent, cloathed with middle-

fized fmooth fhining-green Leaves. Intermixt with thefe appear feveral

large bell-mouthed Flowers, of a pale White without, and a deep Purple

within. As it grows chiefly upon the Sand, its continued Verdure is very

agreeable, and covers it ; and by fo doing prevents the Reflexion of the Sun

from the hot Sand, which would otherwife be very prejudicial to the Eyes of

thofe Travellers, v/hofe Bufinefs requires them to ufe fuch Roads.

'The Silver Vine.

THIS is a weak creeping Vine, valued chiefly for being very good to

feed Horfes with. It derives its Name from a fhining whitifli Hoari-

nefs upon the upper Side of its Leaves. Its Roots are many and fibrous. It

grows chiefly in Gullies, and other fuch fhady Places.

The Wild Purslain.

TH IS is of two Sorts, the Red and White, each being a creeping fmall-

jointed Plant : They emit from each Joint many fmall fibrous Roots

;

the fmall upright Branches bearing narrow green Leaves of a long oval Shape.

Each Sort bears a fcaly conic clover-like Flower, differing only in their re-

fpecflive Colours, which are red and white: Thewhite Sort, boiled to a Decoc-

tion, makes a good Gargle for fore Mouths. It grows chiefly by tlie Sea-fide.

Q^q q
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The Poison-Wyth.

THIS grows to a great Length, and is, tho' woody, yet of a very fpongy

Nature. The Leaves are about two Inches long, and at the Stem

near an Inch and a Quarter broad. The Root, when pounded, and ap-

pHed by way of Cataplafm, is of a very drawing Nature ; and therefore

it is often ufed to ripen Boils and Tumours. Its Flowers are fucceeded

by Berries, black when ripe.

The Right-Wyth, or the Cats-Claw-Wyth.

'T^HIS is a ligneous ftrong Vine, creeping upon the neighbouring Trees

or Rocks to a very great Height. The Leaves on the upper Side

are of a dark-green, fbarp-pointed, ftanding in Pairs upon one common
inch-long Footftalk ; each Pair oppofite to one another on the lefl'er Stalks.

From the Bofom of the Leaves rife numerous fmall Clafpers, orTendrils : Thefe

not only cling round any neighbouring Supporter, as the Grape-Vine does

;

but, at the Extremity of each Clafper, it is fenced or provided with a forked

Claw like a Fifh-hook, but fomewhat more lax in the Bending. This ends

in a fharp prickly Hook or Talon, by which it can not only take hold of, but

pierce into, the tender Bark of Trees, as well as faften to the Cavities of

Rocks. It bears a yellow Flower, but never vifibly fucceeded by Pods, or.

Berries. Its grateful Verdure, and being thickly covered with Leaves,

affords an agreeable Shade all the Year.

The Right-Wyth.

THIS fcandent Wyth is an Evergreen, bearing upon its Stalks feveral

deep-green Leaves, fet on in a Triparture-order, ifTuing from the

feveral Joint, which are many in Number. Thefe Wyths, when full-

grown, are, near the Ground, as big as one's Arm. TheirBranches have many
Clafpers or Tendrils, by which they climb up any neighbouring Tree,

growing fo thick, that it makes a very dark, cool, and agreeable Shade.

The Sugar-Cane ; Lat, Arundo Saccharifera.

AS it would be more curious than requifitc, to examine the feveral

controverfial Opinions, whether Canes were originally the Growth
of the Eajl or Weft Indies ; I fhall therefore proceed to obferve, that in

the Manner of their Growth, Form of their Flags or Leaves, and Make of

their * Pannicle, they refemble the Reeds which grow in wet marfhy

* There are but few Canes, efpecially if they grow in a deep Soil, that flioot out into an Arrow decorated

at the Top with a Pannicle ; and thofe that do, grow generally in a fhallow Soil ; tho' the Glumes of their

Paiinicles contain a whitifh Duft, or rather Seed : Yet thefe, being fowed, never vegetate.

The moft natural, and perhaps the only proper, Method of producing Canes is by Suckers, or, as Experi-
ence fliews, with the tender Tops of old Canes : Thefe being cut into Pieces of about a Foot long, and planted

ill Holes of about fix Inches deep, and two Feet wide, and covered with good Manure, each Piece wUl pro-

duce from its Roots a great Number of Canes.

1 Grounds
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Grounds in England or elfewhere
; however, with this general Difference^

that the Sugar-Canes are every Way far larger ; and the Infide, inflead

of being hollow, is full of white Pith, containing a very fweet Liquid.

The intermediate Diftance between each Joint of a Cane is of different

Lengths, according to the Nature of the Soil, Richncfs of the Manure,

and feafonable Weather during their Growth ; but in general from one to

four Inches long, and from half an Inch to an Inch Diameter, fcldom

more. The Length of the whole Cane likewife depends upon the above

Circumftances. It generally grows to Perfedion in about fourteen Months^

its then Height (the top Flag- part excluded) is from three and an half to feven

Feet, a Medium between both being the moft common Length, even in a

very good Soil, and feafonable Years. The Body of the Cane is ftrong, but

brittle, of a fine Straw-colour, inclinable to a Yellow. The Extremity of

each, for a confiderable Length, is cloathed with many long reed-like

Leaves, or Blades, whofe Edges are very finely and fliarply ferrated ; And
the middle longitudinal Rib in each is high and prominent.

F. Labat^ in his Hiftory, fays, that there were Canes in the Ifland of

itobago^ of twenty-four Feet in Length : If he meant this in general, his

Affertion is a ftrong Specimen of that Vanity, to fay no worfe, which

influences many Writers to be fond of Relations of the marvelous Kind.

But whoever judges of the Length of Sugar-Canes, in general, from thefe

Inftances, if there were any fuch, may as reafonably conclude from the

Height of one Goliah^ that the Philifiines were in general of a gigantic

Stature.

Whatfoever Difference fome Soils, and very feafonable Weather, may
occafion in the Growth of this Plant ; yet in this all Writers agree, that it

is (unhappily for the Planter) liable to one Diforder hitherto incurable,

that is, the Yellow Blaft,

This, among Difeafes peculiar to Canes, as the Plague among thofe

which happen to Men, too juftly claims the horrible Precedence.

And as the Ingenious in this Part of the World have not as yet agreed

in their Opinions about the Caufe of this deftrudive Blaft, I may with-

out any Apology (I hope) offer my own ; /. e. That it proceeds from

Swarms of little Infeds, at firft invifible to the naked Eye ; and as the

Juice of the Cane is their proper Food, they, in Search of it, wound the

tender Blades of the Cane, and confequently deftroy the Veffels. Hence

the Circulation being impeded, the Growth of the Plant is checked ; and

foon after it withers, decays, or dies, in proportion to their Degree of

Ravage.

From this Suppofition we may eafily account for the various Phaenomena,

which attend the Blaft, whether in its firft Appearance, or its further Pro-

grefs. It is difficult to diftinguifti the Blaft in its Infancy, from the Effed:

of dry Weather ; the Appearance in fome Inftances feems to be alike

:

However, the firft feafonable Rain manifefts the Difference; the uninfeded

Plant reaps the Benefit of it, thrives and flourilhes with great Vigour
;

whilft
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whilil the infeded, being made more foft and tender by the Rain, be*

comes eafier to be pierced by the devouring Worms. At fuch and other

times, there are often feen, on the Blades of fuch fickly Canes, many
fmall protuberant Knobs, of a foft downy Subftance, often containing

in them fmall white Maggots, which, I believe, turn afterwards into

fmall brownifh Moths, which are to be fcen in great Multitudes among
the Blades of infeded Canes. It is likewife obfervable, that fuch Blades

will be full of brownifh decaying Spots : Thefe are fo many Places, which

have been deeper pierced by the Worms.

Multitudes of Ants are likewife feen on the blafled Canes ; thefe are

invited hither to fuck the Juice that oufes out of the wounded Leaves,

efpecially when the Plant hath attained any Degree of ^ Sweetnefs. This

appears by the Clamminefs, that, at fuch times, covers the Leaves, prevent-

ing all Perfpiration. In this lacerated Condition of the Plant, the Juices

want their natural free progrefTive Motion upwards ; the moft fubtile

and fineft Part burfting through the wounded Leaves, whilft the more

grofs returns back unfecreted to the radical Veflels. By this means they

are overloaded, and, burfting, fupply the Ants at the Roots with a nouriOi-

ing Liquid. In this injured Condition the Roots become incapable of

fupplying the Stalk or Leaves with Nourifliment from the Earth, if die

latter ftiould ever recover.

The Blaft is obferved to be moft frequent in very dry Years, there having

been but little of it when feafonable Rains have begun early, and conti-

nued till the Canes were ripe. In fuch Years, a great many of thefe Ver>-

min are perhaps drowned by the heavy Rains, as well as their Eggs

made lefs prolific.

It is obfervable, that the Blaft ufually appears fucceftively in the fame

Fields, and often in the very fame Spot of Land : Jt is therefore very

likely, that thefe are but the fucceffive Offspring of Parent-Eggs, from

time to time depofited there by the fmall brown Moths above-men-

tioned. And when the Blaft is found in Fields of Canes, far from in-

feded Places, we may, in all Probability, conclude, that the Eggs were

conveyed thither by the Wind. What makes this more evident is, that

the Infection always fpreads fafter to the Leeward, or with the Wind.

It is remarkable, that if Canes have been once infeded with the

Blaft, although they afterwards, to all Appearance, feem to recover
;
yet

the Juice of fuch Canes will neither afford fo much Sugar, nor fo good

of its Kind, as if obtained from Canes that were never infedted. I con-

ceive that, in this Cafe, the delicate Strainers, adapted to fecrete the

Particles, which conftitute the Sugar, have been fo much injured, as not

to be in a Condition to perform their Offices to Perfedion, although

fufficient to fuftain the Plant alive, and in a feeming Vigour.
* Perhaps the Attendance of the Ants may proceed from two Caufes : They may be invited, as above-

mentioned, when the Canes have attained fome Degree of Maturity by the fweet Juice, which oufes cut
of the Wounds, as may be perceived by the Clamminefs of the Blades ; or, if this is not the Cafe,
when the Plajit is very young, they may perhaps be allured to prey upon the dead and living Bodies of
thefe little Animals infcftina; the Canes.

2 Should
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Should it be afked, If this Blaft is occafioned by Worms, how comes it

to pafs, that the adjoining, and often the intcrmixt Corn and Pulfe fhould

be free from it ? it may be cafily accounted for from fmiilar Inftances in

England^ where the fmall Worms, caufmg the Bhght or Blaft, which deftrcys

the tender Buds of Apple-trees, never affeds the Pear or Cherry-trees, tho'

in the fame Orchard
;

for, in all Probability, neither ofthcfe affords a proper

Nourilhment for them.

Having thus, till better Reafons are offered, fhewed the Nature of the

Difeafe, the next Thing neceflary will be to look for a Cure.

Hoc Opus^ hie Labor ejl.

Various are the laudable Endeavours to this End, wliich the Inquiiitiv^e

in this and the neighbouring Iflands have made
;

but, alas ! made in vain :

Therefore, as this Difeafe hath been hitherto of the Number ofthofe which are

incurable, and almoft literally as deftrudive to us, and our neighbouring

Illands, as the Locufts were to the Egyptia?2s ; a ftudious Attempt to remove
fo great an Evil, will, I dare fay, meet with the Approbation of every WcU-
Vv'ilher to our Wejl-India Illands

;
elpeciallv lince what I ha\'e to offer upon

this Subject is attended with the ftrongeft Probability of Succefs : And as it

requires very little Expence, and lefs Labour, I may with more Confidence

venture to recommend it to the Public.

When the Canes appear to be hrft infeded, which happens generallv when
they are young, take an equal Quantity of Brimftone, Aloes, and the Bark

of bitter Wood ; let thefe be put in the Middle of a Bundle of v/et Straw

;

the Whole muft be put in a Cradle of Wire as large or larger than the Crown
of an Hat, made Lattice or Net-fafhion ; this is to be faftened to a wooden
Handle of convenient Length, and kept to the Windward of the infected

Bunch of Cane, having firft fet the inclofed Combuftibles on Fire ; and hold-

ing it there till the thick Smoke hath for fome time penetrated among all the

infedted Blades, and fo on to tlie reft, for a few iMornings and Evenings : This

by its very Nature cannot fail of killing thofe minute Animalcules, as well as

deftroying thofe that are in Embr)'o in thofe downy Nidus s already men-

tioned. Experience, which is the moft convincing of Proofs, gives a ftrong

Sandion to this Method ; for we lind, that the Smoke of Brimftonc, in an in-

clofed Room full of Flour, peftered with Wevils, vv'ill, in a few Minutes,

intirely deftroy them. If then Wevils, wliich have a ftrong fcaly Covering,

and are grown to their full Strength, can be thus deftroyed ; how much
more probable is it, that fuch tender fmall Animalcules may likewife, in the

fame manner, be deftroyed? If it be faid, that in the former the Smoke is more

ccnnned, it muft likewife be conftdered, that a far weaker Degree of this

fulphureous Smoke will deftroy Animals of a far weaker Texture, and per-

haps of but a few Days old. The Neceffity and Ufe of the other Ingre-

dients of the fmie Nature are too evident to be further explained.

The Cane-plant being defcribed, and the Difeafes of it conlidered, and a

more than probable Remedy propofed, I ftiall proceed barely to touch on the

Method of making Sugar.

R r r The
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The * Canes, when ripe, are fqueezed between the iron-cafed RoUers of

Wind-mills, or Cattle-mills. The Juice thus preffed out is boiled iirft in

a very large Copper or Chaldron, mixed with a very fmall Quantity of

Lime. When this is ufed in too fmall a Proportion at firft, a Uttle Lime-

water may be afterwards poured into the Chaldron. A ftrong Lixivimn of

Afhes will perform the Office of white Lime, and may be fubftituted in the

room of it ; and v/as originally ufed, tho' the latter is generally thought to

be more efficacious. It is probable, that the Benefits arifmg from either are, in

a great meafure, owing to their alcaline Qualities. The Sugar-cane, when
ripe, is of all other Plants the fweeteft

;
however, there is a latent Acid ftill

lurking in the Juice ; this is apparent by its turning four, if fuffered to re-

main unboiled any confiderable Time after Expreffion. The Addition

therefore of Temper^ as the Planters call it, being a certain Quantity of white

Lime, is neceffary to deftroy, in a great meafure, the remaining Acid, and to

form a neutral Salt.

Th at this is one Ufe of 7'e7nper^ is plain from the different Quantities of

that wliich are ufed according to the different Qiialities of the Cane-juice

:

That from unripe Canes, as more abounding with Acids, requires a larger

Quantity, as doth that alfo from Canes too ripe, and tainted : For in the

latter the acid Salts, that before were neutralized, feem to be again difen-

gaged, and fet at Liberty, as may be difcovered by its acid Tafte. And
indeed many Inftances occur in making Sugar, which demand an extraor-

dinary Proportion of Lime ; all thefe betray a Tendency to an Acidity in

the Juice : But, when the Canes grow kindly ripe, the acid Particles in their

Juice are few ; and as the Poignancy of thefe is inconftderable, the Juice

will confequently require a lefs Quantity of Lime. There is a further Ufe

in Lime, belides the foregoing ; for it fuits greatly in cleaning the Liquor.

When the Quantity of Lime is duly proportioned, if the Liquor is put into

a Glafs, an immediate Separation will follow, the Impurities fettling at the

Bottom, leaving the clear Juice at the Top : But if there is a Deficiency of

Temper^ the Separation will be imperfect: If it too much abounds, there

will be little or no Separation at all.

When the Lime is mixed with the Juice in the Copper or Chaldron, the

Scrdes or Impurities, being no longer intimately united with the boiling Li-

quor, and being forced about with the Heat of the Fire, are eafily entangled

in a vifcous Subftance that is naturally in the Cane-juice ; and then rile with

it to the Top of the Copper, forming a thick tough Scum.

* If, when Canes are ripe, the V/eather ftiould prove very rainy, their Juice, if at that time exprefied, will re-

quire a far longer Boiling, before it comes to the Confiftency of Sugar, than if it had been extrailcd in Weather
moderately dry. Howe\'er, this Difference in the Qiiality of the Juice doth not intirely proceed, as it is generally

fuppofed, from the greater Quantity of Water at that time in the Plant, but from the greater Number of newly
fprung up Particles, occafioned by the late Rain. Thefe, if foon afterwards exprefled, having not had fufficient

time to ripen ; the Make of their Particles is, as in all Acids, angular, and fliarp-pointed, and therefore dilTi-

milar to thofe ripe ones : They will therefore refift the Heat longer before they are broken, and brought to fuch a

Confiftency as to incorporate with the others that are already ripe. From fuch a Mixture of ripe and unripe Juices,
it naturally follows, that the Sugar then made will be neither of equal Confiftency nor Goodnefs with that made in

feafonable Weather, and from Canes grown kindly ripe.

This
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This Vifcidity is very apparently difcovered on the leaden Beds of the

Mills, as well as on the wooden Gutters, where the Juice in its PafTage de-

pofits it ; and its * faponaceous Quality is no lefs evident in washing the

Cloths that have been any ways ufed in cleaning the Beds of the Mills, or

hath any other way been foaked in the Cane-juice.

The Clarification of the Liquor, as far as it is done in the firfl: Copper,

is perfected after the more grofs Scum is taken off ; the remaining Impu-
rity, as the Liquor boils, is fkimmed off from the four or five remaining

Coppers or Taches, into which the Liquor is fucceffively poured ; each of

thefe being gradually lefs, as they are to contain a Quantity of Liquor ftill

wafting as it boils.

In conveying this to the fourth Copper, it is in its Paffage ftrained

thro* a thick Woolen Cloth, where it leaves all the Remainder of its Im-
purities, that had efcaped the Scummer.

After this a light white Scum is taken off
;
and, when this ceafes to

arife in any confiderable Quantity, and the Liquor, by long boiling, be-

comes more of a Syrup than a thin Liquid, it is then poured into the firft

Tache, and from this to a leffer, till it is conveyed to the laft. When it

hath here attained the due Confiftence neceffary to become Sugar ; it may
be afferted in general, that no more than a feventh Part of the Whole
remains ; which Diminution is occafioned by the Impurities being fcum-

med off, and the watery Particles evaporated.

From this laft Stage, whilft of the Confiftency of a thick granulated

Syrup, it isconveyed into a large Brafs Cooler, where it begins, as it cools, to

fhoot into Cryftals, which are the genuine and effential Salts of the

Plant. Thefe are forwarded and helped to fhoot, by gently ftirring the

whole Mafs
; by which means the Air is admitted to every Part, and the

Particles of Sugar difengage themfelves from the clammy Subftance of

the Melaffes.

If the Syrup be continued longer on the Fire, than is neceflary to bring

it to a proper Thicknefs, the Particles of Sugar cannot grain, or cryftal-

lize, when afterwards in the Cooler, for want of a fufficient intermediate

Fluid ; the whole Mafs in fuch a Cafe being too well united, to fuffer

the Melaffes to feparate from it.

On the other hand, if the Syrup hath not undergone a fufficient Eva-

poration, the Grains or Salts will be larger indeed, but clofe to each

other ; Hence feveral of them being too much feparated from their neigh-

bouring Particles, they become too weak to refift fingly, and are therefore

drained away in the intermediate Fluid, the Melaffes. Upon this Principle

we may account for the Make of Sugar-candy, whofe large Cryftals are

?
* This faponaceous Qviality In the Cane-juice is capable of refolving vifcid Concretions : It is to this, chiefly,

t^hat we may attribute the furprifuig quick Recovery of thefe fickly Negroes, who are permitted to drink freely

of this Cane-juice when intirely ripe. It is likewife fo nourifhing, that Slaves have fubfifted upon this alone

for a whole Week.
Repeated Draughts of it are very efficacious, to remove the EfFe£l of the poifonous Caflado-juice.

From this Juice likewife, when mixed with Water, and fermented, is made a Drink, called the Sugar-Drink.

This, the' it appears muddy, yet is very wholfome and diuretic.

obtained
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obtained from a Syrup too thin to fhoot into Salts capable of uniting clofe

together.

The proper Time to remove it from the Cooler to the Pots or Mould^-,

is when it hath grained or cryftallized j the better the Sugar is, the fooner

this is completed : Hence that juft, but ill-exprefled Notion, that good
Sugar may be potted fooner than bad. The Pots or Moulds made ufe of

are earthen, and of a pyramidal Form, containing from eight to thirteen

Gallons.

About twenty-four Hours after the Sugar is potted, the fmall round

Hole in the Bottom of each Pot is unftopped, and the Pots put upon
earthen Jars containing about four Gallons, into which Veflels the Melaffes

drain from the Sugar, the latter becoming fit for Exportation in about a

Month's time, and fometimes fooner. The Sugar in this Degree of Per-

fedion is called Mufcovado^ which is a Term too well known to want any
further Explanation. What is called here clayed Sugar, is brought to that

Degree of Whitenefs, by making a Batter of the fofteft finefl: white Clay-

mixed with Water : And after the upper Part of the Mufcovado Sugar in

the above-mentioned earthen Pots is dug up, and clofely laid on again in

a level Manner, or rather fomewhat {helving towards the Middle, a fuf-

ficient Layer of this Batter is poured upon the Top of the Sugar in the

Pot. The Water from this by Degrees gently oufes from the Clay, thro'

the Sugar ; and when all the Moifture from the Clay is abforbed by it,

which is generally done in about a Month's time, another Layer of frefh

Putty is laid on, the former old one being firft taken away, in about five

Weeks after the latter is put on, this becomes dry, and is taken off • and the

Water iffuing from it meeting with lefs grofs Vifcidities than the former,

wafhes the Particles of Sugar clean, and carries away with it thofe lefs

feculent Impurities. This completes the Work, as far as it is manufadured
here ; tho' this is brought to a far greater Degree of Whitenefs and Per-
fedion in England.

Out of the above-mentioned Skimmings, when mixed with a certain

Quantity of Water and Melafles, and fermented, is extraded that fpirituous

Liquor called Rum. And from the great Quantity of Oil in the Cane-
juice, which is confiderably tranfmitted to the Rum, proceeds the Excellency

of this Spirit, when compared with Brandy : The latter, wanting this Oili-

nefs, flimulates and lacerates the Coats of the Stomach ; whereas the former,

if firft meliorated by Age, and made into weak Punch, and drank mode-
rately, by its Oilinefs preferves the Bowels.

Moft of our Planters are yearly great Sufferers (efpecially when they

firft begin to diftil) for want of proper Knowlege how to raife and con-
tinue a regular Fermentation in the Mulfa intended for Diftillation : Yet I

imagine, that their want of Succefs may not only be accounted for, but
likewife remedied.

In order to do this with Certainty, we muft obferve, that no Fermen-
tation can be raifed under thirty-fix Degrees of Heat, or kept up after

ninety
\
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ninety ; a lefTer than the former will not be fufficiently warm to raife an

EbulHtion, and a greater than the latter diflipates the fpirituous Particles

too much. Therefore if Experiments were made with a Thermometer in

every Diftil-houfe, to fix the certain Degree of Heat, that a well-propor-

tioned Mulfa would ferment in, it would be eafy, by the Help of this In-

ftrument, always afterwards to afcertain this necelfary Degree of Heat, let

the Change of Weather be ever fo fudden or confiderable. For if the

Heat proved fo great as to exceed that Degree, in which fuch a well-

proportioned Mulfa was ufed in Time pafl: to ferment beft, then the

Windows towards the Eafl: ought to be opened fo as to admit fuch a

Quantity of cold Air as would reduce the Heat to a proper Standard.

On the contrary, if the Spirit in the Thermometer finks below the

necefiary Degree of Heat, then thefe Windows ought to be intirely or

partially fhut up, in order to procure a fufficient Degree of Heat. By

this means the Diftiller may come to a Certainty, and proceed by Rule,

and not by Chance.

.

If after fuch Rules, and necefTary Cautions, the Mulfa doth not fer-

ment, if this happens in the Beginning of the Crop ; fuch a Failure ought

to be attributed to the then, comparatively fpeaking, four and unripe Juices

of the Canes : For the Juices of thefe, as well as moft, if not all other

unripe Fruits, witnefs that of the Grape, feldom or never ferment well

;

becaufe their Particles, in that unripe State, are not fufficiently meliorated

by the Heat of the Sun. In fuch a Cafe, I am apt to believe, that a

greater Proportion of Sweetening, than when the Canes are ripe, fhould be

added to the Mulfa.

On the other hand, a difproportionate Quantity of Sweets, as they are

oily, will prove too inactive, and will incline the Liquor more to a Ran-

cidity, than Fermentation : Therefore a greater Quantity of Water, and

thin returned Liquor, which hath a great deal of Acidity in it, fhould

be added to the Skimmings of Canes that are full-ripe, and confequently

very fweet.

As to thofe who keep their fermenting Veffels in the open Air, or ill-

covered under Sheds, their bad Succefs may be evidently accounted for, by

the Inequality of the Heat and Cold they are expofed to.

I cannot conclude the Defcription of this very ufeful Plant, without

taking Notice of a moft furprifing Inftance of the Effect of fome Ef-

fluvia, or Vapours that arofe from the Mudgeon or Dregs of the Liquor

returned from the Still, and which for fome time had been referved in a

Ciftern.

In the Month of April 1743. Abel Alleyne, Efq; the then Manager

at the Eftate of the Honourable and Reverend Society for propagating

the Gofpel in foreign Parts, ordered one of the Ciftern s, which the re-

turned Liquor was kept in, to be cleanfed : The Quantity of this thick

Sediment in it was not above feven Inches deep. The firft Ncgio Slave

who attempted to clean it, was no fooner at the Bottom, than dead ;
the

* S ff fecond
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fecond and third met with the fame Fate inftantly. A white Perfon, who
was a Workman on the Eftate, being near at hand, determined, if poffi-

ble, to bring them up, imagining they were only in a fwooning Fit. To
this Purpofe he went down to the Bottom of the Ciftern, which was

about nine Feet deep, and found the jSFegioes dead: He went down a fe-

cond time with a Rope, in order to fling it round them, and to bring

them up ; but he had no fooner reached the Bottom, but a fulphureous

fuffocating warm Blaft took away his Senfes, and he was taken up for

dead ; however, being blooded, though he was for a long time after-

wards very fickly, yet he at laft recovered. The beft Method of difli-

pating thefe noxious Vapours is to admit into them a free Circula-

tion of the Air, as well as to pour in, by Gutters, a confiderable Quantity

of Water. This Plant is delineated in Plate XXIII. Fig. i.

The Dumb-Cane.

'T^ HIS Plant grows to four Feet high, having, at the Top, two green

(hining Leaves, about nine Inches long ; between thefe rifes up a

fmall Spire : The Body of the Plant hath fome Refemblance of a Sugar-

Cane. From hence, and from the EiFeds it hath upon Perfons who igno-

rantly tafte it, it derives the Name of Dumb-Cane \ for as foon as any

of the Juice is fwallowed, the Tongue, Fauces, and Oefophagus, im-

mediately fwell fo prodigioufly, that the Perfon afflidled cannot fpeak.

It fo affeds the falival Glands, that it caufes an immediate Salivation.

If what is thus difcharged, hath the fame Quality as that occafioned by
Mercury, and if the narcotic Qyality could be correded, it might, per-

haps, be of great Ufe in Phylic ; for it hath been experienced, that fe-

veral poifonous Plants, whofe Juices were properly correded, and ex-

adly dos'd, have been fuccefsful Remedies.

A Phyfician, who accompanied the Duke of Albejnarle formerly to

yamaica^ fays, that the Juice of the Dumb- Cane, mixed with a certain

Portion of frefli Fat, is a fovereign Remedy in Dropftes, externally ufed,

by rubbing the Part affeded with this Ointment.

The Reed.

THIS is a flender long graffy Stalk, creeping upon the adjoining

Wood, jointed at every fix Inches : From thefe Joints iflue feveral

fmaller Side-branches, cloathed alternately with long fharp- pointed grami-

neous Leaves. The main Stalk is hollow ; the Side- ones folid. The
Flowers are fucceeded by feveral fraall grifly-grey Colour Grains, like

Guimy Corn.

O F



Book VIII. IJlandof BARBADOS.

O F

GRAMINEOUS PLANTS.

MR. Ray^ in treating of the Wifdom of God in the Creation, juftly

obferves, that it is no fmall In/lance of his Goodnefs, that Wheat,

and we may add Rye, the moft common Corn ufed for Food, fhould

be the Growth of moft Parts of Europe and j^Jia. It is likewife no lefs

worthy our Notice to obferve, that where the Soil under the Torrid Zones is

too hot to produce fuch, the fame divine Wifdom hath appointed other Kinds

of Com to grow and ripen there in great Plenty. Thus in Africa^ and the

Weft-Indies^ the Want of Wheat is fupplied by Indja?t and Guiney Com.
And in fome Places, where the exceflive Heat of the Climate renders Labour,

and the Cultivation of Corn, painful, there bountiful Providence, with an

unfparing Hand, ordains Food without Labour, by caudng Plantain and

Banana Trees to grow in great Plenty ; whofe Fruit is, by many Perfons,

preferred to any Kind of Bread whatfoever. It was under the Shade of thefe

that many harmlefs Nations of I?tdians lived fecure, until Luxury taught

their more artful Neighbours unnecefiary Wants : And fuccefsful Tyranny

called that a glorious Conqueft, which was the Effect of Fraud and Op-
prefiion.

The Indian Corn ; Lat, Mays.

THE Roots of this Plant are many: Its Stalk, which is jointed at uncer-

tain Diftances, and within pithy, is ftrong, and of a Reed-like Subftance

:

It hath likewife feveral long Reed-like Leaves. The Extremity of the Stalk is

decorated with a Tuft of waving chaffy Glumes, which are called the

Male-flowers.

From the Side of the Stalk, generally near the Summit, appear the

Ears, which are fometimes three in Number : Thefe ftand upon fhort Foot-

ftalks, and are inwrapped in fometimes ten or eleven green hufky Leaves,

the Whole having the Appearance of a long Cone, from whofe Summit ap-

pears a Taffel of long fUky Filaments, each having its Rife from one of the

Grains : Thefe are looked upon to be the Female Flowers. The clofe-folded

Leaves prevent the inclofed Grains from the Injury of Weather whilft young,

and from Vermin and Birds when ripe ; and anfwer every Intention of a

Pod in leguminous Plants. The Ear, which is generally from five to eight

Inches long, contains often three hundred Grains, which clofely, and in per-

pendicular Rows, regularly furround a ftrong chaffy Hufk, whofe Infide

is pithy. This is delineated in Plate XXIII. Fig. 2.

I Jp^'s
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Job's Tears ^ Lat, Lacrymse Jobi.

TH E Stalk and Pannicle of this Plant much refemble that of the Guhiey

Corn ; and their Seeds, which are inclofed in fmall Capfulcz^ are about

the Bignefs of an Englijh Pea, and of different Colours. Thefe are ftrung

upon Silk, and ufed inftead of Bracelets by fome of the poorer Sort, but

efpecially by the Negroes.

GuiNEY Corn; Lat. Milium Indicum arundinaceum.

TH E different Sorts of this Corn are generally diftinguifhed into that of

the Loofe-ear Guiney Wheat, the White, and the Red, the Loaf, or

the Clove-corn. The Stalk of each is a Reed or Cane-like Subftance, jointed

at about nine or ten Inches afunder, more or lefs : Its Roots are many and

long, clofely matted together, and to be feen, fome Parts of them, above-

ground; The Stalk often grows to eight Feet high, fometimes higher, ac-

cording to the Richnefs of the Soil it is planted in. It bears long Reed-like

Leaves, gently waving into feveral Bendings, ending in a fharp Point. The
Top of the Stalk terminates in a fpicated Tuft, compofed of numberlefs Fibres,

each fupporting many fmall Grains of about the Bignefs of a Coriander-feed.

I have reckoned on one large Ear near four thoufand Grains. There is like-

wife fometimes one, if not two other fmall Ears upon the Stalks, fomewhat

below the large one, which terminates the Stalks
;
however, where thefe Side-

ears are, the main one is generally lefs. This Grain made into Bread, or

otherwife ufed, isjuftly efteemed very wholfome. It is with this that the

Slaves are generally fed, each being allowed from a Pint to a Quart

apiece every Day. This is delineated in Plate XXIII. Fig. 3.

O F
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AProfpect of UridgT Town in tli<- laini.l ol ItHrbadogJ.

BOOK IX.

^^^^^^^^^ H E feveral foregoing Books being taken up in confider-

ing the Nature of our Land-Animals, Vegetables and Mi-

nerals, I fhali proceed to make fome Remarks on the

Shores and its Inhabitants ; firft curforily obferving, that

thofe are (a few Bays excepted) intirely invironed with high

Cliffs, from three to lixty Feet high
; which, under Provi-

dence, are in a great meafure, our Bulwarks againft our Enemies, as well

as fix'd Boundaries to the raging of the Sea in the Time of Hurricanes.

As far as the Sea in moderate Weather wafhes them, they are almoft

one continued Rock from thence upwards
;

they are in fome Places (ef-

pecially at the North End of the PariHi of St. Lucys) fomewhat fhattered

and divided, by Veins of gritty Marl, Earth and loomy Chalk ; likewife

all the Stones found on the Shores (except a few Flints on a Place called

the Gree?t-Shoal) are of the Afterites-Kind ; and the Sand (except in a

few deep Bays) feems, in a great meafure, to be only Fragments of Star^

ftones and Corals.

The feveral Cavities in the Cliffs facing the Sea, are proper Dens for

Racoons, and fuch like wild Beafts. They are likewife a Place ol

Safety for feveral Sea-birds to breed in, cfpecially, at a Place called the

Bird-rock ; where are to be feen, at moft Times of the Year, a great

many of their Nefts and Eggs : The young ones are fharp-bill'd, web-

footed, and very fat, but tafte fifhy. The old ones are feldom or ever

feen in the Day-time; for they are obliged to range to fo great a Diftance

from the Shore for Food, that they have been feen Scores of Miles from

Land
;

yet they dired their Courfe, in the darkcfl Night, with a fur-

prizing Exadnefs, to their refpedlive Nefts.

Sff The
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The Sea VVeeds, which grow in Plenty near the Shores of this Ifland,

are no lefs beautiful to the Eye than they are ufeful
; affording Food

for feveral Kinds of Fifh, fuch as the Tortoife, Chubbs, Mullets, Blue-

fifh, and the Mofs-grooper, ^c.

And as in Northern Climates they prove a Shelter from the Inclemency

of the cold Weather, to fuch Fifh as are obliged to feek their Food in

fhallow Water; fo likewife, in hot Countries, they eqi:al]y fhelter them

from the intenfe Heat of the Sun. Nor are the large Beds of Sea-Weeds,

which are feen floating in the Ocean, without their peculiar Ufes
;
among

others, in thefe feveral Kinds of the lefTer and moft helplefs Species of

Fifh, depofit their Spawn ; and here likewife they are proteded whilft

young from their Enemies.

The Variety of thefe Weeds, efpecially the foft Fuci^ growing on

the Rocks and Stones near the Shore, are not only curious in their

Make, but they are likewife, in all Probability, (were we to know all the

Intentions of Providence in creating them,) as many, as ufeful, and

valuable, as the terreftial Vegetables we are better acquainted with.

Some of them, like Groves in Miniature, extend their numerous Branches

to a confiderable Diftance : Others, like weak creeping Vines, are of fo

fmall, foft and delicate a Texture, that they may be intended for Food,

to the fmalleft Animalcules. So that upon the whole, from the little

that we do know of fubmarine Productions, we may juftly conclude, that,

as the Earth is full of God's Goodnefs, fo is the great and v/ide Sea.

TChe Black-fringed Sea-Weed.

TH I S is very finely fringed, and very bufhy, efpecially near the

Top. Its feveral Subdivifions are neatly bearded with infinite

Numbers of fhort, hairy, foft pointed Briftles. Its moft fubftantial

lower Branches are thickly ftudded with feveral fmall Berries.

The Fringe Sea-Weed.

TH E Colour of this is generally White, and exadly refembles

the Fringe or Border of Cufhions : It is found upon almoft every

fandy Bay.

The White, Narrow-leafed Sea-Weed;

TH E Roots of this are clofely matted together. Its feveral, thick-

fet, capillarious, fringy Branches, are divided into lateral, fmaller

ones ; and thefe again, elegantly fubdivided into others, ftill lefs ; each
generally ending in a triparture Divifion, and fometimes, tho' rarely, in

a white, leafy, broad Point.

2 The
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7he Long Brown Sea-weed.

THIS Mofs is the longefl: of all others, being often above twelve

Inches in Length ; the main Branches are feldom fubdivided into

lefler ones ; each being thickly cloathed with fmall oval Leaves, inter-

mixed with brownifli Berries. This chiefly grows upon Rocks, at fome

Diflance from the Shore.

The White Broad-leaf'd Sea-Weed.

TH E Leaves of this fomewhat refemble thofe of a fmall curled

Lettuce, but far more membranoufly thin ; and the Leaves more
flnuated and involved in the Foldings of each other.

The Pale-Green Sea-Weed.

THIS grows into a Clufter of thin, flat, pale-green Leaves, di-

vided fldeways into many Branches, each terminating in a blunt,

forked Point.

The Coral Sea-Weed.

THIS extends itfelf from the Rocks, in a long, naked Stem, of a

brown yellowifli Colour, in Subfl:ance near as thick a as Raven's

Quill; each, at its Extremity, divided into a Group of many blunt-

pointed Diviflons.

The Brown Head-leaf'd Sea-Weed.

THIS grows in a thick Bunch ; the Leaves, as they grow, widen
;

and, towards the Top, divide into five or fix deep round-pointed

Sedions.

The FiisiE, White Sea-Weed.

TH E Branches of this are very fmall, and all over hairy : I have

found this Sort growing upon the Sea-Clifls, near a Place called

the Sfouty in St. Lucys Parifli : There is likewife a black Sort, which

differs from this only in Colour, as well as a dark green fimilar to it.

This, as it grows, becomes a flronger Plant, and expands into Branches,

refembling, in Miniature, a Deer's Horn.
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The New.England, or Ribband Sea-Weed.

THIS refembles a Half-inch-wide green Ribband, and is about two
Foot long ; it is generally to be found in deep Water.

The Russet Narrow-Leaf'd Sea-Weed.

THIS grows in Bunches, upon one common Foot-fl:alk ; its

Branches, which are about two Inches long, are flat, and later-

ally divided into many others, ending generally in a blunt, forked Point.

The Feather Sea-Weed.

TH E Roots of this are long, and creeping, having feveral up-

right, fingle Stalks ; thefe are about four Inches high, each exact-

ly refembling a fmall blunt-pointed Pen-feather, whofe Plumes are wet,

and feparated : Thefe are in general, of a dark Colour.

The Sea-Jews-Ears.

THESE are thin and pellucid ; of a femioval Form, growing upon
loofe Stones and Rocks.

The Orange-Colour Sea-Weed.

THIS feldom grows above four Inches high, is of a fine bright

Orange-colour, and very much refembles a fmall, thick-branch'd

Tree, in Miniature.

The Black Branching Sea-Weed.

THIS divides into many upright ftreight Branches, each forked

at the Top.

The Knoted Sea-Grass.

TH I S is by far lefs pliable than the laft defcribed, and about as

llender as a ftrong Horfe-hair, the whole being feemingly knoted,

the intermediate Space being very fmall.

The Pale-Yellow Sea-Grass.

THIS is of a fine, foft, filky Texture, growing upon old Logs of

Wood under Water, and hanging wavingly in it.
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The Short Purplish Sea-Moss.

THIS is feldom above an Inch long, and generally grows upon the

Extremity of a pendent Rock or Stone.

The Pale Purple Sea-Weed.

npHIS very beautiful Weed grows like a Tree in Miniature ; it is

very full of Branches, and the Whole tranfparent.

The Carbuncle,

/Tp H I S is a ftony or fhelly Excrefcence, growing hollow upon Rocks,

and fometimes even upon the Back of a Tortoife-fhell : When up-

on the latter, they are generally of a Limpet-fhape, the former, of many
irregular Shapes : Each Sort is inhabited by a Shell-fiflb peculiarly.

l^he Tufted Pennated Sea-Weed.

'T^ H E Roots of this are fmall and long ; the main Stem is generally

fingle, each Side elegantly adorned with fmall oval Leaves, grow-

ing oppofite to one another, and, when dried, of a tranfparent yellow Co-

lour; thefe grow in feveral Pairs, and then difcontinue; fo that the

Stalk fhall appear naked for about a Quarter of an Inch in Length ; and

then another Tuft rifes ; and fo on alternately to the Top. This Plant

feldom grows above four Inches high.

T^he Pennated Sea-Weed.

THIS feldom grows above three Inches high, and exadly refembles a

very fmall Pen-feather. It generally grows upon old Logs of Wood
in the Sea, and moft commonly not far from Shore.

The Green Broad-Leaf*d Sea-Weed.

THIS differs not materially, in its Make, from the White-lettuce Sea-

Weed, already defcribed. It is obferved, that Tortoifes feed more

upon this, than any other Kind of Sea-Weed.

The Red-Leaf'd Sea-Weed.

'np H E S E grow in many oblong Leaves, about three Quarters of an

Inch long, and of a light-purplifh Colour
;

generally between high

and low Water-mark.

T t t 77;5j
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The Sea-Grass.

TH I S is of a green Colour, hanging in many very fine long filky

Shreds
\ growing generally upon the Rocks^ between high and low

Water-mark.

The Thick Plushy Sea-Moss.

np HIS is generally of a green Colour, of a foft plufhy Texture

;

growing upon Stones and Rocks in the Sea.

The Grape-Sea-Weed.

TH I S is of a dark Amber-colour. Its feveral Branches are fo many
hollow Tubes, the Extremity of each generally ending in a fmall,

round Berry, about as big as a Grain of Pepper.

The Green Silky Sea-Moss.

THIS grows generally between high and low Water-mark; and very

much refembles, in its Texture and Appearance, a confufed fcat-

tered Clufter of raw Silk.
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O F

EXANGUIOUS ANIMALS.

THESE are divided into Terreftrial, Aquatic, and Amphibious
;

and, according to Arijlotle^ they may be farther clafled, by the

following Order, into three Kinds.

(1) Firft, Thofe that are compofed of a foft flefhy Texture ; fuch as

Snails.

(2) Secondly, Thofe that are more firm ; as all the cruftaceous Kinds,

fuch as Crabs and Lobfters.

And (3), Thirdly, Thofe that inhabit the firmeft Shells; fuch as Oy-
flers, as well as all other Shell-fifh.

Thefe, and fuch bloodlefs Animals, are called Exanguious*

The Marbled Snail.

I Found thefe in Plenty upon the Bank of a Pond, whofe frefh Water

had a Mixture of Salt-water, fometimes thrown into it at high Tides.

The young Snails hang in great Numbers upon the Grafs, in the wa-

tery Edges of the Pond.

I j MaXajtta er'f Of^a avatfjix Ovjoi eKjog i-x^i to cra^Kcodeg^ evjog c£ to $-g^eoi/, >^ t« avccif^x

tm ^uuv, biov TO Tuv I/VittIuv yiv^.

(2) MaXa)co<ra^J£a eg-jv oVa to fjuv g't^iov e'Ajog £%a<r/, Ivjog to y,aXxKov (rx^xu^eg, to

5"e^£oV ocvTuv a 9^av^ov, ccXXa (pXotg'ov, cm to tuv xoc^oc^uv 'y£V©tj, )^ to tuv 'Ax^kIvuiv.

(3 )
'Og-^xyco^i^^x £$"*> Ivjoq ^Iv to (rx^Ku^eg, sicjog ^) to ^e^-ov, l^^xvs'ov, KXTxKjov,xX\^ »

ipXx<rTOVy TOiHTov (Jg TO TUV Ko^Xicov )Cf TUV o^'^iuv ysv^,

f
" T^e
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The Sea-Leech.

TH E common People call this the Sea^ or the Black-pudding

:

However, I fhall call it, the Sea-leech • it hath the Name of

Black-pudding from its great Refemblance to it.

Its ordinary Bulk is about five Inches long, and two in Breadth

;

yet I have known it to extend itfelf above eight Inches in Length.

They are generally found clinging to the lower Sides of Rocks or

Stones, between high and low Water-mark.

They have no Appearance of Eyes, Legs, or Feet; at leafl:, to the

naked Eye.

Their Motion is very flow, and of the mufcular Kind.

When the Tide of Flood begins to wafh the Holes they are in, they

extend from what we muft now call the Head-Part, in a Bunch, ten or

twelve Snouts like the Horns of a Snail, all coming from one common
Root, like a Bunch of Coral ; the Top of each being far wider than the

Shank.

I am confident, that thefe (if I may be allowed to compare fmall Things

with great) are defigned, as Trunks are to Elephants, to be the Inftru-

jnents of receiving their Nourifliment thro' them.

Having examined the Infide of this, it is one continued Circumvolu-

tion of white Guts, not bigger than the bafe String of a Fiddle.

The Water that it emits, when fqueez'd, is of fo corrofive a Nature,

that it fmarts very much, and raifes Blifters upon that Part of the Skin,

upon which it falls.

The Naked Sea-Snail.

THIS is generally of about an Inch and an half long
; but, as it is

capable of greatly contracting or expanding itfelf, it appears of va-

rious Bulk, according to its different Motions; flender , when it extends

itfelf, and thick almoft to a Roundnefs, when it is contradled.

It is found under the Rocks and Stones near the Shore.

The Sea-Scorpion.

WHAT we call here the Scorpion, is by Petiver called Stella

marina Scolopendroides,

Its five Rays might perhaps properly caufe it to be called the Stella

Marina^

The
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7he Sea-Forty-Leg.

TH I S is about two Inches and a quarter long ; the Back jointed

;

and divided into feveral Annuity thick-fet, with ftiff fhort white

Briftles.

Thefe, when they are all eredt, exa<^lly refemble Plufh.

The Head is guarded with a Forceps^ refembling that of a Land Forty

Legs ; and is found under Stones and Rocks near the Shore.

T'he Sea-Sucker.

THIS almofi: fhapelefs Animal is of a brown fungous tough Jel-

ly-like Subftance, fticking to the Rock always under Water : At a

Diftance, it hath the Appearance of a Sponge.

It is generally of an irregular roundifh Shape, of about an Inch and

an half in Diameter.

In the Centre of it appears a round Hole, about a quarter of an

Inch broad : This I take to be its Mouth \ for when this is touched, it

clofes its Sides together.

I SHALL finifh this Clafs of Exanguious Animals, by defcribing one

of a furpriUng Make, fixed to the Rocks and Stones, without any

flielly Covering.

Its Length, is about an Inch, and three Quarters ; and is an Inch in

Diameter ; the Outfide granated, very much refembling the Roe of a

Fifli, interfperfed with Veins of a Snuff-colour, and pale-red, mixed with

very pale green Lifts : When it is feeding, both Ends are flat, the one

cleaving to the Rock, the other expofed to the Flux and Reflux of the

Waves : In the Centre of the latter is its Mouth : In this, when it opens,

or gapes to receive what Nourifhment the Sea, by the dafhing of its

Waves, throws in its Way, are feen innumerable fmall blunt fpiral

Feelers, of about a quarter of an Inch long; interwoven within one

another : Thefe are all in Motion, as well as the Mouth open, when the

Waves dafli againft the Rocks they are upon, as if they were, at that In-

ftant, in Search of Food. In the Intermiflion of the Waves, the Mouth
clofes ; and thefe Feelers, which are very many, and much refembling,

in Shape, the fmall Veficidce^ which conftitutes the pulpy Part of Oranges

or Lemons) are contraded, and with a ftrong, but flow mufcular Motion

clofe together, and are, as it were, fucked back into the Body of the Ani-

mal : Yet they immediately dart out upon the Return of the Waves

;

but when the Whole is intirely left dry, by the Abfence of the Water,

this flat circular End, in which the Mouth and Feelers appeared, and

U u u which,
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which, juft before, when feeding, were of an Inch Diameter, is in an

Inftant contracted, Hke the Mouth of a Purfe drawn together ; and be-

comes of a blunt conic Form, the Bafe being the Part fixed or cHnging

to the Rock.

Its Appearance, in this its quiefcent State, is reprefented in Plate X.

Fig. 4/
^ ^

^

There is Hkewife a lefs Sort, of the fame Species with the above

defcribed, differing chiefly in Colour, which of the fmaller Kind is

black.

O F
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O F

CRUSTACEOUS ANIMALS.

AS thofe Kinds of Fifh, whofe Safety depends upon their Swiftnefs

in Swimming, have not only their Tails and Fins properly adapted

for that Purpofe, but their Eyes likewife (witnefs the Dolphin) never jut-

ting out above the Surface of the Head, left they fhould retard their

Motion thro' fb thick a Medium ; fo, on the other hand, as the Safety

of Crabs and Lobfters, &^c. depends not upon their Celerity, and as

thefe inhabit the Cavities of fubmarine Rocks and CliiFs, where their

Enemies often lurk under the fame Shelter ; to prevent therefore a fudden

Surprize from any of thefe. Providence hath not only guarded them
with a ftrong fhelly Covering, and often Prickles ; but hath fo commo-
dioufly formed the Eyes of thefe Creatures, that by their great Promi-

nency, and jutting out, fometimes above half an Inch, they can, with-

out moving their Bodies, take at once a circular View all around them.

The Wejl-hidia Lobfters, or what are fo called, being in Reality the

fame Make in this Part of America^ differ in general, from the E?7gHJ}j

Kind, by their Want of Claws, and being guarded with many Prickles.

Thefe, as well as all other Kind of Shell-fifh, as Miltoii elegantly ex-

preffes it,

Within their pearly Shells at Eafe attend

Moifi Nouripment^ or Jinder Rocks their Food

In jointed Armour wat,ch,

Tie
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T
The DOMINICO-LOBSTER.

HIS Lobfter feldom weighs more than about two Pounds.

The Red Lobster.

THIS is the largeft Lobfter that we have in this Sea; for it often

weighs twenty Pounds ; its Colour as above ; but the larger it is in

Bulk, the lefs delicious it is.

The Green Lobster.

THIS derives its Name partly from its Colour ; and generally weighs,

when full-grown, between three and four Pounds.

Its two largeft Horns, or Feelers, are about eighteen Inches long

:

From between thefe come two Icfler ones, forked or divided near their

Extremities.

The Eyes are guarded by two fharp-pointed crooked Horns.

The Extremities of the Feet are hairy; and the Shell upon the Back,

efpecially about the Roots of the great Feelers, is very thickly ftudded

with fharp Prickles.

The Queen or Bonne-Grace Lobster.

THE largeft of this Sort never weigh above tv/o Pounds.

This is juftly efteemed one of the beft of the Lobfter Kind.

The Lazy Crab.

THIS is a very large beautiful Crab.

The Back is generally full of fmall Knobs of a pale-fcarlet Co-
lour ;

guarded here and there, but efpecially about the Edges of the

Back-Shell, with fliort fharp Prickles.

It hath four ftrong Legs on a Side ; thefe are covered over with a

ftiort brownifh Hair or Pile, and are likewife, in the Male Crab, defended

with Prickles, the laft Joint of each Leg ending in a fharp Point.

Its two great Claws, from the Setting-on to the Body to their Extremi-

ties, are often ten Inches long.

The very Tips of the two meeting Claws, with which it holds its Prey,

remarkably differ from all other Crabs, by their great Breadth, as well as

by their feveral regular Indcntings, which, when they clofe together, fall

as regularly into their Sockets as the oppofite Sides of a Pair of Nippers.

A Claw of one of thefe uncommon Crabs may be feen in the Colle^lioix

of Mr. Peter Collinfon.

The Whole is delineated in Plate XXV. Fig. i.

Tie
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The Horsman-Crab or Ben-Trotters.

THIS fmall whitifh Crab, which is generally to be found between

high and low Water-Mark, and is called Horfeman from its great

Speed in fecuring itfelf, either by running into its Hole, or the Sea, is

far lefs than the white Land-Crab : Its Number of Feet are equal.

The Club-Men.

THESE are very fmall Crabs, near as fmall as thofe called the She-

Biters.

They are to be feen near the Edges of falt-water Marfhes
;

they

burrow in thefe fandy and clayey Places.

Their Claws are very large, in proportion to their Bodies: From hence it

is faid that they derive their Name.

The She-Biters.

THESE are very fmall Crabs, inhabiting the Shoals.

Their Backs are not wider than an Englijh Shilling.

Their Claws, in proportion, are very large.

The Long-legged very small White Crab,'

THE Body of this is not larger than an EngliJJ? Silver Groat.

Its very flender Legs are at leaft a Foot and an half long, and re-

femble knotted Thread.

This Species of Crabs are fo feldom to be met with, that I never faw but

one, and that dead, which was in the Colledion of my learned Friend

Dr. Warren^ deceafed.

The Scuttle-Crab.

THIS is a fmall brownifh Crab, marbled on the Back with darkifli

Lines.

It feeds generally upon the Mofs that grows upon the Rocks, between

hish and low Water-Mark.

Their Armour, when caft, which they caft once a Year, looks very

beautiful.

This Crab will creep up and down the moft fteep perpendicular, or even

a projeded Rock.

Xx X Tig
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The Red Sea-Crab.

THIS differs very little, if any thing, from the fame Species in Eng-

lancly except in the Colour, which is of a fine Scarlet ; and there-

fore abundantly brighter than that of the Englijb Crab, which is of a dirty

Red.

They grow here to a great Size ; but are not, however, fo large as

thofe of the fame Kind in E?igla7td^ but better tafled.

The Sir-Eager Crab.

TH E Back-Shell of moft Crabs is fomewhat roundifli ; but of this

'tis near four Inches long, and not full two broad, the oppofite

Parts in Length ending in a fharp ftrong Prickle.

From each of thefe Points to the other the Shape of the Shell comes

neareft to that of a Semicircle.

This is regularly and deeply indented like the Teeth of a Saw, each

ending in a fharp Point.

The Colour of the upper Shell is blackifli, clouded or ftained with

fome fcattered Spots of Pale-white.

The two Claws are long, but flender ; the upper Joint, as well as the

Claw itfelf, guarded with three or four Prickles or Teeth.

The upper Part of the lafl: Joint is irregularly fquared, and of a

brownifhColour; the Part underneath fomewhat rounder, and of a bluifh

Colour.

Their Legs are equal in Number to thofe of the Crabs already defcribed

;

and they are chiefly caught in falt-water Ponds near the Sea.

They are juftly efteemed good Eating.

The Large White Land-Crab.

THE Claws of this are very long and large, in proportion to the

reft of the Body.

Thefe always burrow in a fandy Soil, near the Sea ; and come chiefly

out at Nights, to feed upon the green Grafs, and tender Vines, growing

upon fuch Places.

They often likewife feed upon Manchaneel Apples, as well as upon

the Leaves or Berries of Poifon-trees.

At fuch times they are dangerous to be eaten, unlefs very great Care be

taken to wafh the Fat, as well as the other Meat on the Inflde, with a fuffi-

cient Quantity of Lime-juice and Water.

7he
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The Mulatto Crab.

^

I
^HIS differs from the white, already dcfcribed, chiefly in the Colour

J- of its Shell, which is yellovvifh, and its Refidence, which is often

up in the Country, above two or three Miles diftant from the Sea.

They generally burrow about the Edges of frefh-water Ponds, the

Bottom of their Holes being always fo deep as to reach the Water.

Thefe feed in the Night upon the green tender Grafs about the Sides of

the Ponds, and are in general efteemed as good Eating as the white

Crabs ; but prove equally as poifonous, if eaten foon after they have fed

upon the Berries of Poifon-trees
;

unlefs, as before, the Fat and the in-

fide Meat is firft waflied in Lime-juice ; which either corredls or wafhes

off the venomous Quality.

The Black Land-Crab.

THIS fmall Crab, though I have never leen it, yet, as I am credibly

informed, is generally an Inhabitant of old Timber-Floufes, and fuch

Ruins • and it is very fat and delicious, but rare and uncommon.

T^he Red Land-Crab;

TH I S is but a fmall Crab ; the Back feldom above two Inches long
j

its Colour of a blackifli Red.

It hath two Claws, and four Legs, on a Side.

Thefe Crabs, after a heavy Shower of Rain in the Months of March,

Aprtl^ and May^ are to be feen in great Numbers, loaden with Spawn,

going down to the Sea-Side to depoiit it in the Sand, near the Wafh
of the Water ; and foon afterwards to return into the Country, but

generally not very far from the Sea
;
though I have often feen them at

above two Miles Diftance from the fait Water.

As thefe are very fat, they are efteemed good Eating.

The common Method of drefling them among the Negroes is, to roaft

them.

This Species of Crabs were perhaps very plentiful in Italy in the Time
of Virgil ;

for, in his fourth Georgia^ he forbids roafting of red Crabs

near an Apiary, the Smell of them being difagreeable to the Bees.

7Z7£' Soldier-Crab.

TH I S is amphibious.

Sometimes it is caught upon the Rocks at a confiderable Diftance

from the Land j but they are moft commonly feen upon the Shore.

It
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It is thought to have derived its Name from its frequent Change of its

Quarters; for its firftAppearance is generally in a very fmall Periwinkle-fhell

;

as it grows too big for this, it looks out for another empty Shell, agreeable

to its prefentBulk ; foon after, it takes up its Abode in a largeWilk-fhell.

It hath two Claws, refembling thofe of a Crab.

The Tail-Part affords a great Quantity of Oil, which is looked upon
to be of great Service to lubricate fwoln or ftiff Joints.

Thefe are often found cleaving to Rocks in the Sea, but oftener in

Granaries on Shore, where they deftroy much Corn.

The Tail, or the hinder Part, is covered with a thin Skin.

This is delineated in Plate XXV. Fig. 2.

The Horned Crab.

THIS Crab is of a middle Size.

The Shell upon the Back, in fome Places, is much elevated, and

again indented.

Its Head is guarded with two Pair of Horns, both very ftrong, and

fliarp- pointed ; the one Pair about an Inch and an half long, the other

not above half an Inch.

Each Side of the Trunk or Body is likewife armed with four fharp

Prickles, refembling a Cock's Spur.

The Body is fupported by four Legs on a Side, befides two long feed-

ing Claws, each ending in a Forceps.

The whole Crab is covered with brownifh plufby Hairs.

As to the reft of its Make, it differs from other Crabs, in that its Shell

is longer in proportion than moft other Crabs, xk^ Sir-Eager excepted, and

more fharp-pointed than any towards the Head.

This is delineated in Plate XXV. Fig. 3.

I'he Sea Cock Roch.

TH I S is of the Crab-Kind, and about an Inch long.

Its upper Shell, which is of a brownifli White, freckled with Black,

much refembles, in its Make, that of a Tortoife.

The Head is provided with two hairy Feelers, like the Land-Cock-

Roch.

It hath likewife near the Mouth two long Legs, or Providers, one confi-

derably longer than the other.

The Body is Hkewife fupported by fix other fhorter hairy flrong Legs.

The Tail-Part ends in a fharp-pointed Flap, which covers Part of the

Belly, and in the Females is the Repofitory of the Spawn.

Thefe live in Holes in the Sand, in the Wafh of the Water.

They are fometimes eaten ; and have a Crab-like Tafte.

SHELLS
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S H E L L S,W S H E L L-F I S H.

THESE are alfo of the exanguious Tribe ; and differ from the

cruftaceous Kind, by having their Organs lefs perfedt
; for, as the

admirable Mr. Locke obfcrves, an Oyfter or Muffel hath not as many,

nor as quick Senfes as a Man, or feveral other Animals : Nor, if it had,

would it, in that State, and Incapacity of transferring itfelf from one Place

to another, be bettered by them. What Good would Sight and Hearing

do to a Creature that cannot move itfelf to or from an Objedt wherein at

a Diftance it perceived Good or Evil ? And would not Quicknefs of Sen-

fation be an Inconvenience to an Animal, that mufl: be flill where Chance

hath once placed it, and there receive the Afflux of colder or warmer,

clean or foul Water, as it happens to come to it ?

It may be expeded, that I fhould here confider thefe beautiful Pro-

dudions in a phyfical Light, and as they are a Curioiity belonging to the

Cabinets of the Virtuofi : Yet I fhall beg leave to fpeak of them, as they

contribute to the Amufement of the Ladies. And this I am the rather

induced to do, as I have heard feveral of the Fair Sex, who are fond of

Shell-work, frequently ridiculed, as wafting their Time in a trifling and

ufelefs Manner ; and this not without a very conflderable Expence. That

this Employment is by no means trifling or ufelefs, is eaflly proved, as it

is abfolutely grounded on the noble and elegant Art of Deflgning, and as

its End is equally that of Imitation. What the Painter performs by an

Afl'emblage of various Colours properly diftributed, is here produced by

a Difpofition of Shells, as their different Tindures, Shapes, or Sizes,

happen to direct the Fancy : Add to this, that the Reprefentation is by

far more ftriking in Shell-work, than on the Canvas.

I have feen a Rofe in Shells, glowing with as exquiflte a Red, as that

which it received from the Spring. And hence it appears, that Shell-

work partakes of the Nature of Painting, if not of Statuary
;

imitating

not only by Colours, but a full Relievo. In fliort, nothing can be more

properly termed a new Creation, than a well-executed Syflem of Shell-

work.

Y y y What



268 The Natural Hijlory of the Book IX.

Vv^'hat can be more delightful to the Imagination, than a Grotto com-

pletely embellifhed with this Kind of Imagery ? With what truly roman-

tic Ideas muft it infpire one, to fit in a Room furnifhed with the Riches

of the moft diftant Shores and Oceans! And thefe not confufedly thrown

together, but judicioufly difpofed into regular Reprefentations of natural

Objects ! We are flruck with Aftoniiliment ! Nor can we determine,

whether we fhould moft admire the Sun, which gave to each particular

Shell its delicate Hue, or the Hand of the fair Artift, which ranged

them with fo much Skill.

It will be needlefs perhaps to add in this Place, that one of Mr. Ad-
difo72\ Sources of the Pleafures of Imagination may be found in a

Work of this Sort, in its higheft Perfedlion
;
namely. The Beautifid.

Thus I have obviated the Objedtion, that this Amuferaent (or rather

Art) is ufelefs and trifling. And here it will be proper to take Notice,

that the Genius of Women is much better fitted for this Employment,

than that of Men. For as Shell-work conflfts in forming pleafant Pic-

tures, and agreeable Reprefentations, and as thefe are efFeded by the

means of Shape and Colour artificially put together, a certain Facility

and Fancifulnefs is required, which our Sex is an intire Stranger to.

But, allowing this Diverfion to be trifling and ufelefs, the mofi: ill-

natured Caviller cannot deny, but that it is innocent. How many La-

dies do we fee fafhionably murdering their Time in Gaming ! A Diverfion

attended with fome of the moft abjed: Vices, and fhocking Confequences

:

Vices, which one would think inconfiflent with the Softnefs of the Sex,

and Confequences, which, I am fure, that Softnefs can but ill fuflain.

A Pradice this, which ruins their Honour, their Families, and Fortunes

;

and (what one would think the Ladies would take more to Heart)—rheir

Faces. Wheteas the Joys of this our Purfuit are pure, and intirely

founded on a contemplative Turn of Mind; efpecially, if we fuppofe,

that one of our modern Calypfd^ after having thus adorned her Grot,

would no doubt chufe to reap the Fruit of her Labours, by making it a

Place to cultivate her Mind in by Mufing.

Some Diverfions mufl: indifputably be indulged the Fair Sex; and this,

I think, is not only as becoming, but as proper, as any. We cannot

fuppofe, that our Cynthia % and Flavian can leap a five-barr'd Gate, or

walk half a Day with a Gun in queft of a Wood-cock
;

Sports, which

are better fuited to the Strength and Roughnefs of the oppofite Sex.

But it may be objeded, that there are other Diverfions equally adapted

to the Delicacy of Women ; for Inftance, the Cultivation of Flowers.

In the firfl: Place, I fhall remark, that the Study of the Florift is not fo

pleafing ; whofe chief Pride confifls in a Variety and Beauty of Colours.

Now I appeal to the moft experienced Naturalifty Whether the moft

choice Colledion of Tulips, can vie in beautiful Colours with the Pa-

mana, or Sun-fliell, the Ear-fliell, and the Murex, which affords the

genuine Tyrian Purple ? And now I am particularly infifting on the

Beauty
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Beauty of Shells, I cannot but obferve, that no antient Author, bcfides

Lucretius^ has taken notice of them in that View. His Lines are thcfe

:

Co?tcharu7nq\ genus^ parili ratiojte^ videmus

Pingere telluris gremium^ qica mollibus undis

Littoris incurvi bibulam lavit cequor arenam, L. II. v. 374.

The Race of Shells, with ever-varying Birth,

So paint the Bofom of the bounteous Earth
;

Where the calm Sea the concave Margin laves,

And bathes the thirfty Beach with gentle Waves.

In the next Place, the Study of Flowers is more expenfive. I confefs in-

deed, that a CoUedion of Shells cannot be prepared without fome con-

liderable Charge. But do not we daily fee large Sums thrown away on
a fingle Tulip-root, the Succefs of whofe future Beauty is intirely pre-

carious ? And are not the Hopes and Fears of its Mafler determined by

Showers and Sun-fhine ? Belides, after much Pains and Solicitude, when
the Flower is arrived at its utmoft LuRre, hov/ foon does it fade I Where-

as the Strength and Beauty of the Shell is fixed, and will fl:and through

many Ages. Indeed, the only Argument that the Study of Flowers has

to recommend itfelf to the Ladies, is, that it will admirably teach them
how frail and fugitive is Beauty !

I fliall only add, that I hope the following Book, from what has been

faid, will be confidered as not only written to gratify the Curiofity of the

inquifitive Philofopher, but to improve the Imagination of the Female

Artificer.

Of the Mure x.

BU T of all the Shell-fifli, which are picked up on the Shores of this

Ifland, the Purple-Fifh is the moft curious and valuable, and de-

ferves a diftind; and a more accurate Defcription.

We make no Scruple to afiert, that this Purple-Fifii is the fo much
celebrated Murex of the Antients : fince it fo well agrees with the Ac-
count which Pli7^y and other Naturalijls have tranfmitted to us of the

latter ; as we fliall endeavour to evince in the following Remarks.

And that we may proceed with as much Clearnefs and Perfpicuity as

we can ; it may not be amifs to enumerate the feveral Appellations with

which this particular Species or Sort of the Purple-Fifli was diftinguifhed

from the reft, and to account for each as well as we may.

I. It is too notorious, that clafiical Authors, and more efpecially the W^^-^'rai

Poets, have indifcriminately ufed the Words Purpura^ and Murex ; and

have given the general Name, Purple, to the feveral particular "TinSiures

of thefe different Shell-Fifli, as if the Dye of the one did not differ from

the
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the Dye of the other ; and the PtLj-piira and Murex were 012! and the

fame Fifh. But let us, if it be poflible, be more exad, and diftinguiHi

them as well as we can ; which we fliall attempt to do, by giving the

Reader as clear and precife a Defcription of the Murex [for to that more
efpecially fhall w^e con£ne our Inquiries] as we are able to collect from

antient Authors.

Bucinunf
^' '^^^ Murex is often called by Greek Authors, j'.rpuf, and Bicccinum

by the Latins ; both which Appellations are evidently beftowed upon it,

becaufe it belongs to the Tribe of thofe Shell-fi£h which are ftiled Bucci-

natores
;

or, as Horace names them, fonantes Conchce^ founding Conchs

;

whofe Shells, being twifted, hollow, and fit for the Retention of the Air,

refemble, in an imperfedt Degree, that Shell, which the Antients ufed in

giving their Alarms and Summons, both at Sea, and on Land ; and which

fome of the Moderns at this Day carry and ufe in their Ships.

Murex. 2. And as thefe Names are attributed to the Murex from the Form or

Make of its Shell ; fo we are induced to believe, that the Appellation

Murex owes its Rife to the Roughnefs of it. For its Shell is fludded with

Prickles^ ranged in regular Rows, as is the Purpura alfo, and many other

Shells of this Clafs : So that the Name Murex is by no means proper to

the Purple Conch we are fpeaking of ; but belongs to a large Tribe, whofe

particular Families are varioufly diftinguifhed. It is ccnfefTed, that

Pliny [a] [if we underftand him, and the Copy be clear of Errors] af^

lerts, that the Buccinum hath no Prick/es, as hath the Pzi7'pura ; and

that in the Shells of both there is a Number of circular Rows, or Ribs,

*' correfponding to the Number of their Years." But we prefame this

laborious Naturalifl: either means, that the Prickles of the Bticcinum are

not fo projninent or large as thofe of the Purpura ; or herein has forgotten

himfelf. For if the Buccinum and Murex are the fa7ne Fifh, and allowed

by him ( ^ ) to be fo ; it follows, that the Buccinum mufl: have the AculeoSy

as well as the Purpura^ fince the Name Murex was evidently beftowed

upon it, becaufe its Shell is poijtied or prickled { c). This is the proper

Senfe of the Word Murex ; which is therefore applied to Calthorps^ or

Chaujfe-trappes, warlike Engines, which are armed with Iron Teeth, or

Spikes ; and its Derivative Muricatusy to every thing that is fliarpened

and pointed.

From thefe two Appellations, taken together, we may form a jufl De-
fcription of the Murexy and define it to be " ^ Conchy Jludded on its

( « ) Alterum \y'i'Z. Purpura] chvatiim ejl ad turhlnem t/fq; aculeis in orbem feptenis

fere ; qui non funt Buccino ; fed iiiri/q; crbes totidem^ qact haheant anms. Nat. Hifl:.

L. ix. c. 36.

{b) See Notes, ibid. And Vojfius in his Etymologicon (liew?, that the Murex anfvvers

to Ariflotle% K^p!j| [i. e. the Bucciniun]^ and is fuppofed by fome to be derived from it.

In Voce Murex.
(c) Ifidorus fays, " Murex eft Cochlea Maris, di£!a ab Acumlne & Jlfperitate^*

Lib. ii. c. 6. Originum. Yiiit Ifidorm'% Acumen fignifies juft; the f..me Thing, as Pliny's

Aculei.

" outer
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outer Shellivit/j JJja?''p ajid regular Points ; cmcl tuoijledor wreathed in the

<£ pQj^^ji a7td hikenefs of the Blowing-JJjeliy In which lajl Particular it is

diftinguifhed from the other Purple- Fifh, which is ufually fliled the

Purpura.

3. 1 need not add, that the Murex is often called Oflrum alfo: For fromo.i

this Name we fhall receive no further Information in our prcfent Inquiry;

unlcfs it be, that as this Word means really no more than the Shell [cl]
5

lb we may from hence conclude, that the Antients bcflowcd this Appel-

lation upon it, by way of Eminence ; to tcftify, as it were, the jufi:

Senfe they had of its fuperior Excellence to all other Shells.

II. Thus far then as to the Na7nes attributed by the Antients to the

Murex ; which have enabled us to difcover the For7n and Fafljion of its

Shell ; which the curious Reader will find to correfpond with the annexed

Draught [Plate XXIV. Fig. 2.], which is taken from a Shell now lying

before me. The Murex is a fmall Fifh ; the befl: and largeft Sort of

them, if we believe Athenceus {e\ not exceeding one Pound in Weight.

Thofe we met with on the Shore of this Ifiand (as far we could difcover)

are much lefs, falling very fhort, even the greatell: of them, of a

Pound ; and mofl: of them being little more than half as heavy. The
Dimenfions of the Shell before us, which is one of the com7?io?t Size of

thofe, that are here found, will juftify this Account : For on the flat Side,

or Mouthy it meafures no more than three Inches and an half in Length,

and two in Breadth ; and on the Curve, or outward Shell, four Inches

and an half in Length ; and over the thickefl: Part, three Inches and an

half in Breadth : And this Meafure rather exceeds, than falls fhort of the

Truth.

The Colour of the outward Shell is a dark Grey, fometimes faintly

tinged with a Yellow.

(d) Ojirum is derived from the Greek o^^sov, a Name, which the Grecians beflow on

all Sorts of Shell-Fifli. It was alfo ftiled Conchylium^ for the fame Reafon, /. e. the

Shell-Fip.\ from the fame Greek Origin, jc (37/^0 A;oj/. But neither this nor that Appel-

lation was peculiar to the Murex, properly fo called j but attributed alfo to the

Purpura.

[e) rlvovjai I'lviai tuv fjLzydXm ^ ^vkkxaui' L. iii. C. 11. *' There are fome of the

great one?, and thofe of a Pound Weight." He calls them indeed Uoo^u^a:^ the

Purple-Fifli ; but I make no Doubt this Word mull: be taken for the feverrJ Species ; for

the MureXy as well as for the Purpura. But if this be not granted, it will follow, that

if the largeft Purpurte do not weigh more than a Pound, the largeft Murex will not weigh

fo much : For Pliny afTures us, that the Purpura is larger than the Murex, Bcccir.um

?mnor Concha, L. ix. C. 36. And though Rondeletius here correds the prefent Read-

ing, and changes minor into major j yet this Liberty with the Text is not to be al-

lowed. Anii Atbenain's Authority in another Place, L. iii. C. ir. is againft it, who
fays, that the fmaller Purpura are bred on the Shores and Sea-coafl [the ufual Haunts

of the Murex, as we fliall fee hereafter] ; and that their Flos is red ; whereas that of the

larger Purpurce is moftly black, and lometimes, l^u^^ov fitx^ov, a little red, i. e. of the

Violet Colour. Thefe two Circumftances convince us, that by the fmaller Purpura,

Atkenceus means the Murex,

Z z z The
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The Inhabitant of fo fmall a Shell cannot reafonably be expeded to

abound with a large Quantity of fo valuable a Liquor ;
and indeed an

hundred of them are fcarcely fufficient to wet and difcolour a Cambrick

or Lawn Handkerchief of an ordinary Size.

IIL As the Shell of the Mn7'ex differs from that of the Purpura \ fa

the Places^ which each more particularly delights to frequent and inhabit,

are alfo different. Pliny^ in recounting the various Kinds or Sorts of the

Purpura^ diftinguifhes them very circumftantially (whether juftly or no,

let the Reader determine) by the Places of their Abode
;

filling fome

PelagicB (f)^
that love and haunt the deep Water ; and are thofe of which

he fpeaks, when he fays, that fome are caught with fmall Nets, caft into

the Deep: Others again he calls Uttorales (g), fuch as frequent the

Shore ; others Lutenfes, which delight in Mud and Slime ; and others

Algenfes^ which fhroud or hide themfelves in the Sea-Weed, But the

Buccinu7n^ or, what is the fame, the Mtirex^ flicks and faftens, he fays,

only on Rocks, and there or thereabouts is gathered or picked up (i).

And in this Situation I firfl: difcovered it. For, walking one Day on the

Shore, on the North Side of the Ifland, and feeing a Shell-Fifh, fixed to

the Rock before me, I ordered a Slave to fetch it. The Lad, advancing

towards it with too much Hurry and Impetuofity, grafped it with ib

much Roughnefs, that his Hand was immediately flained with a florid

and mofl delightful Crimfon.

This Accident, the Reader will fuppofe, awakened my Curicfity in

no lefs a Degree, than one of much the like Nature did that of the

Egyptian Hercules ; whom the Inhabitants of old lyre acknowlege to

have been the firft Difcoverer of the Murex, and Inventor of th.e Purple-

Dye. " He," as Julius Pollux relates the Story, " amufing himfelf on
" the Sea-coaft, and perceiving the Hair of his Dog's Lips to be tinged

" with a fine Red, was excited to examine more nicely into the Caufe •

" and difcovered that his Dog had found, and been eating, tlit Purpura, or

" Purple-Fifh {ky^ Or rather thus ; as the Story is related by Polydore

(f) The Scholiafl; on Apollonius's Argonauts^ commenting on the Word vro^ipu^ea-KSVy

L. i. u 461. explains it, xajoc QuQag IveOvf^siro, " He tliought upon k deeply cr feriouflyin

" his Mind j" and adds this Reafon, nop:^up« ycc^ sT^og Ix^vag ev jSuSet rr^g QuXdcra-r^g eu^i<r~

xofjcevov ; the Purple is a Kind of Fifh found in the Bottom of the Sea. See alfo SchoL

in L. ii. v. 548.

{g) I am induced to believe thefe Purpurea littorales2XZ the Murex ; and that what he
fays of them, means no more, than what he tells us of the Biiccinum or Murex, when
he fays, it is gathered or taken about or near the Rocks. And then the Purpurce littorales

of Plijiy are the fame as the fmaller Purpurea of AtbencEus^ which are bred on the

Chores and Sea-coaji.

(/) Buccinum mn niji petris adhceret circaque fcopiclos legitur. L. ix. C. 36.

{k) No one will doubt, I believe, that this was the Murex ; and yet we fee the Gram-
marian calls it the Purpura : An Inftance of what hath been before obferved, that thefe

Names are attributed indifcriminately by Authors to the fame Fifh. And Polydore Vergil^

in the Citation that follows, is guilty of the fame Error.

Fergily
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Vergil (/), who hath given it a more fprightly and gallant Turn. Her^
*' cules was in Love with a young Lady, a Native of that City, whofe
" Name was Tyros. A Dog that ufed always to attend her, Cx-ecping one

Day among the Rocks, found a Ftirple-FiJJj
;

and, having broken the

" Shell, and eaten the Meat, returned to his Miflrefs with his Chaps tinged

" with 2i purple ov fcarletDya. TheLady, delighted with this uncommon
and beautiful Tindlure, declared to Hercules^ when he was paying her the

" nextViiit, fhe would no longer receive his AddrefTcs, till he had procured

her a Gown of a Colour as bright and fplcndid, as what he faw on the

" Dog's Lips. This full and po{itive Injunction forced the Hero to go
" in quefl: of the Shell-Fifh ; which being found, he not long after

" brought the Lady the Prefent fhe had required, and became the Inven-

tor of the Purple-Dye." The Tyrians^ it is evident, gave fo much
Credit to the moft particular Circumftance belonging to this Tradition,

viz. the Marnier whereby the Purple-Fijlj was firft difcovered^ as to preferve

the Remembrance of it long after on their Coins ; fome of which may be

now feen, with the Dog and Purple-Fifi^ in the Cabinets of the Cu-
rious.

But to return : I fhall offer my Remarks on the feveral Particulars of

thefe Stories hereafter, in the Procefs ofthis Differtation, and as they occur :

And in this Place only take notice, that though thefe Authors differ very

much in other Circumftances
;

yet they agree in this^ that the Dog, both

that belonging to Hercules^ and that of the young Lady, found the Shell

among the Rocks^ which Pliny fays is the tifual Habitation of the MtireXy

and the Place where I firft difcovered the Barbados Shell ; which we
prefume is a third Circumftance in favour of our Shell, towards proving

it to be the Murex of the Antients.

IV. The Flos or T'inElure of the Barbados Conch ftained, as we before

obferved, the Hand of the Slave, with a jlorid and bright Red. Now \

Arifiotle [m)^ in defcribing the K-^i^uKig^ i. the Murices (for of them only

he muft be fuppofed to Ipeak), ufes almoft the very fame Words, faying,

The Juice or Liquor, being either fqueezed or emitted, dyes the Hand
with a florid Colour." And Pliny [n], after him, affures us, that the

Tindure of the Buccinum^ mixed with that of the Purpura Pelagia^

gives the latter aujleritatejn illam^ nitorejnque illum^ qui quceritur^ cocciy the

Fulnefs and Brightnefs of Scarlet, Laftly, we obferve, that the Shell

which Tyros % Dog picked up, emitted a Liquor, which tinged his Chaps

with a Scarlet-Dye (f). This Colour^ then, we fuppofe to be, among

(/) De Rerum Iwoent. Lib. iii. C. 6.

{m) The Words are inferted into Athen^Em^ L. iii. C. 1 r. from Arifiotle, by his Latin

Tranflator ; and are thefe, *' Expreffus iile Jhccus manum tingit forido colore."

{n) Nat. Hift. Li6.\x. C. 38.

(0) Sua lai^ia punk&o colore infecit.'* P.Vergil, ibid.

other
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other Marks, a diJlinguiJJjing Note and Sign of the Murex^ properly fb

called. For Pliny (p) affures us, there are only two Kinds or Genus's of

the Purple-Fip ; and that, from the different Mixture of the refpedive

Juices of each, the various Sorts of Purple were made.

The Colour therefore of the Flos or Tin6lure is another favourable Cir-

cumftance, which ftrengthens our Comparifon, and renders it probable,

that the Barbados Conchy we are now treating of, is the Miirex of the An-
tients. And here we defire the Reader to recoiled: aiiother Particular in

the forementioned Story, which mulT: not be omitted : It is this ; TheLady
required, that Hercules fhould prefent her with a \'eft or Garment of as

beautiful and lively a Colour, as that, which he then faw on the Dog's

Lips(^).

This Purple-Juice is repoGted in a fmall tranfparent Bag, or rather

Vein, on the Back of the Fifh, not far from the Head. And when it is

taken with a Pencil or otherwife from the Vein, the Shell being broken,

it is of the Confiftence of a thin Cream, of a yellow-greenifli Colour

;

fmelling raw, and very difagreeably ; and the Wool, Cotton, or L>iiien,

that hath been foaked in this Liquor a few Hours^ afterwards afiumes a

deep fcarlet Hue. But what fhall we fay is the Reafon, why this fame

Liquor, when transfufed or ejeded through the Mouth of the living Fifh,

dyes the Hand of him who plucks it from the Rock, hmjiediately f Is it be-

caufe, when the Juice is percolated or flrained through the Vein by the

liiing Fifh, it is mixed with fome other Liquor, that accelerates this Al-

teration of Colours ? Or becaufe, when the Fifh is dead^ the Flos is itfelf

debilitated \ becaufe lefs vigorous and able to exert its extraordinary Vir-

tue? Whatever be the Caufe, the Fad is certain : For the Liquor, when
emitted by the Fifh, immediately flains the Hand ; but when taken out

of the Vein of the dead Fifh, it is fojjie ti7m before the Wool receives the

Tindure.

But though we are not able to account for this fudden Iran/mutation of

Colour; yet the Ufe of it ariling to the Fifh itfelf we think is evident;

and affords us a frefh Inftance of the Wifdom and Contrivance of the

great Creator ; who hath hereby furnifhed the Murex with the Means of

(/)) Concharum, ad purpuras & conchyliay eadem qiddem eft materia
; fed d'ljlat temper

ramento. DuoJunt genera. BuQCinum minor Concba alterum Furpuzavocafur. Lib.

ix. C. 36.

(g) Canis illius Idbris fplendidiorem, fays P. Vergil, ibid.

(r) Buccinum per fe damnatur^ quiafucum remittit. Plinii L. ix. C. 38.

(j) Athenceus^ from Arijiotle, fays, dvoi fAa-ov t» jttTjVwi'o? tS r^a-^ix^s av9og e^is<riv .

L. iii. C. 1 1. M'^zuv, or Papaver, is to Ivjog ri Ix^vog, ijiternum,feu intejtinmn pifcis^ as he
acquaints us from Epanetus^ ibid> Pliny fays, the Flos lies in mediisfaucibus ; which his

'Annotator corredts, and fays, i?iter hcec [viz. ccrvicem & papaver] jupra uentrem Jlos

fituseji. L. ix. C. 36, 2

lecuring
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kcuring itfdf from Danger

;
which, as the Ink-Fifh, is direded, at the

Approach of its Enemy, to emit this purple i.iquor, whichj being ?iaii-

feotis and offenjive, annoys and beats off its Affailant.

T'he Large Concii.

Bucctnum maximum^ labro maxime patente purpiireo^ clavkida miirkata.

Lift. Hift. Conch}'!.

THIS kind of Fifh is of two Sorts, diftinguifhed by the Thicknef^

or Thinnefs of their Shelh

That with the thinneft Shell is generally the largeft, and the other the

moft ponderous.

The Outfide is of a brownifh White, ftudded at uncertain Diftances

with blimt-knobbcd Protuberances.

The Infide is finely polifhed ; and its Colour, near the Extremity, of a

pale Red ; farther in, of a deep Maiden's- blufh.

The Head of the Fifh is guarded with a black horny Beak, or Tongue.

This, being extended out of the Shell, and fixed in the Sand, by a

ftrong mufcular Motion, drags the Fifh with its cumberous Weight of

Shell after it.

Arijlotle and Pliny are of Opinion, that the Ufe of this Beak, in fome

of the Conch Kind, is to pierce thro' other lefTer Shell-Fifh, which they

prey upon.

Though this may be one of their Ways of Feeding, yet they are fcl-

dom deftitute of Food at lefs Trouble ; for there grows upon the Out-

fide of their Shells a fine whitifh Mofs. This, in all Probability, is no lefs

agreeable to them, than the green broad-leaved Mofs is to the Tortoife ; for

the whole Fifh (except the Tail, which remains in the Shell) is feen to

come out of it to feed upon this Mofs, which it licks very clean from the

Shell ; fo that they always carry fome Part of their Food along with

them.

They are likewife to be met with feeding, after great Floods, in the

Sea, oppofite to deep Gullies, or Rivers ; for as thefe Torrents generally

carry a great Qiiantity of Land-Fruit, Leaves, and fuch Faeces, into the

Sea ; the Co?2chs are often feen to feed upon them.

They are evidently Male and Female. The Pe7iis of the Male is

above two Inches long.

The horny Beak above-mentioned is near two Inches in Length, and

three Quarters of an Inch broad, fharp-pointed, and fomewhat crooked.

This is fortified with a ftrong middle Rib, and faftencd to a tough

cartilaginous Neck, as thick as one's Thumb.
The upper Part of this, by feveral crofs Indentings, is made as rough

as a Rafp : It is with this Part that it licks, or rather fcrapes off, the Mofs

that grows upon its own Shell.

A a a a About

1
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About two Inches lower appear three cartilaginous Protuberances of a

blunt conic Form.

Two of thefe are about an Inch and an half long, on whofe Extremi-

ties appear the Eyes, furrounded by two bluifli Circles.

The Third, which ftands between thefe, is near as thick as a large

Swan's Quillj and two Inches long ; the Extremity of it ending in a

Mouth, which, when the Fifh doth not feed, is ftrongly contraded.

Somewhat below thefe, in the Male, appears the Penis,

When the Tail-part, which is gritty, and fomevvhat fandy, is taken

away, the reft of the Fifh, being fry'd, eats like Tripe, but fhorter, fweeter,

and more lufcious.

The empty Shell, efpecially thofe that are thin, is made ufe of, inftead

of Sounding-Horns or Bells, to call out the Slaves to their Work in the

Morning ; for the Tip-end of the Shell being broken off, till the Cavity

appears of about the Bignefs of a Mouth-Piece to a French-Horn, they

blow into it, and it founds fo loud, that it may be heard in a calm Morn-
ing, above a Mile off.

It feems that thefe were made ufe of as early as the Time of the Ro-

mans ; for Perjius fays,

Buccina jam prifcos cogehat ad arma ^uirites.

Neither was the Ufe of the Fifli unknown to the Romaits\ which ap-

pears by the following Lines.

Lubrka nafcentes implent conchylia lunce.

Sed non o?nne 7nare eft generofcefertile tejice.

Murice Baiano melior Lucrina peloris,

HOR.
._ ^fles pellent ohjlantia conchce,

HoR.

Manilius likewife very well defcribes their burying themfelves in the

Sand ; which they do during the Winter Months,

Sicfubmerfa fretis concharum^ &^ carcere claufa,

Thefe are found in great Plenty at the Bottom of the Sea, in about

five or fix Fathom Water, in mofl: of our Bays ; but chiefly to the Lee-

ward of the Ifland, efpecially in the Summer-Months.

If the Day is windy, the Divers cannot well fee them from their

Boats.

To remedy this rippling of the Water, they fprinkle a Spoonful of Oil

upon the Surface of it.

This
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This for a fhort time unites the broken Surface of the Water

;
by which

means the Divers can clearly perceive any Objed: at the Bottom:
When the Conchs are thus feen, they dive, and bring them up.

Tide Cow-Heel Conch, or Helmet-Shell.

Buccinum 7'oJlratu7n grajide, raris li?ieis circujndatum^ Iceve^ non nifi

iina parte ciijufque orbis Jlriata. Lift. Hift. Conchyl. Tab. gi i.

'T^HIS is often live Inches long; the Outfide of a dirty White, and
^ clouded at uncertain Diftances with brownifh Spots : The firft Cir-

cumvolution takes up the greateft Part of the Shell : The Lip is not ex-

panded, as in the large grey Conch ; but is thickly welted, turning out-

wards : The inclofed Fifli is eatable, as in the former.

The Small broad-lipped Conch.

Buccijium breviroJlru7n labrofum crajfum nodofum^ columella late plana.

Lift. Hift. Conchyl. Tab. 989.

'THHIS Shell is about three Inches long; its Mouth very wide, and
its Lips much expanded : The firft Circumvolution of this takes up

the greateft Part of the Shell.

The Small Conch.

Bucci?tum jft'nmmnn ohlo?igum Iceve^ e cinereo fufco variegatum, ri&u

angujlo.

THIS is about an Inch long: The Aperture for the Mouth is long,

and narrow ; the whole Shell fmooth and ftiining, more or lefs

fpeckled with greyifti-white and brownifti Spots.

The Large brown Concha Veneris.

Concha Veneris major fufca^ cut macidce fufas albis circulis circumdata^

Lift. Hift. Conchyl. Tab. 698.

THIS is often near four Inches long, and about half as broad over

the Middle, growing bluntly tapering towards both Ends : The Co-
lour of this is of a fhining Brown, interfperfed with whitifh and black

Spots : The Slit or Mouth is on each Side dentated.

The
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The Brown Black-spotted Small Conch.

Concha Veneris pari:a fubfufca laevis nigris 7nacuUs donata.

THIS is a very fmall well-poliflied Shell, not much exceeding a

Quarter of an Inch. Its Back is high-raifed, and variegated with

blackifh Spots.

The Small dark-coloured Conch.

Concha Veneris fubfufca Icevis^ elato dorfo bifafciata. Lift. Hift. Con-

chy 1. Tab. 670.

H I S is from an Inch to two Inches long, of a dark-red difli

Brown : In every thing elfe it refembles the laft-defcribed.

The Small White Concha Veneris.

Concha Vmeris alba.

THIS is a very fmall white Conchy not much above a Quarter of

an Inch long : Thefc often go here by the Name of Rice-pells^

and at a Diftance very much refemble that Grain.

The Music-Shell.

77)is is what DoElor Lifter calls Buccinum muftcum grave, faciatum ex

lineis quibufdam interfedis, et maculatum, clavicula leniter muricata.

THIS Shell is about two Inches long, and near an Inch broad

towards the Clavicle : Its Mouth is large : The Circumvolutions

are fcarce perceivable, feveral longitudinal Rifings fupplying feemingly

their Places : The Shell is thick and ponderous, and of a Flelli-colour,

regularly marked with blackifti ftrait Lines and fceming Notes, as if

drawn for Muftc : Thefe are as regularly crofted with other lefter Lines :

It is from thefe that it derives the Name of Mufc-fell.

The



Book IX. IJland ^/BARBADOS. 2

The Beef-Shell.

Patella oblo?iga^ artkulata articidis Jlriatis^ extus fuhfiifcis^ intus e

viridi cceruleis.

^
I

A H I S is from one to two Inches long: The Shell, which is of a

blackilli-grey Colour, is divided into eight Joints laid over one

another : By the Help of thefc the inclofed Fi£h can either bend inwardly,

or expand and ftreighten its Shell at Pleafure. The Edges of the Shell are

covered over with a greenifh ftrong bearded thread-like Subftance

:

The Fifh, which is of a pale-reddifh Colour, is very firm eating, fhort,

and well-tafled. Thefe Beeves are likewife difl-inguifiied into the Day and

Night Beeves.

The CoRNUA Ammonis.

THESE are properly called Tubtdi vermium albidiy vel e rubro

fujci ; and are generally of a dull-white Colour, incurvated in

many Revolutions like a Ram's Horn, but far clofer together; the

fmall gyral Extremity ending in a Point, the other being fealed or glazed

over, 'fhere are fome to be met with by far lefs curvated than the above-

defcribed. They are often found upon a Place called Lo7tg Bajy in the

Parifhes of St. Andrew-^ and St. Jojepb.

The Sea-Egg.

H E S E are diftinguifhed into three Sorts ; the black, the grey,

and the fhooting Sea-Egg. The two former are chiefly the

eatable Kind : Their Appearance very much refembles an Hedge-hog

in a defenllve Pofture : It is of a globular Form, deprefled at both Ends

;

its iMouth being a fmall round Hole in the Middle of one of the deprefled

Surfices, having five Teeth, the Points of all meeting in the Centre :

The whole Shell is very thickly ftudded round with fharp-pointed Prickles

of about an Inch long. Thefe ferve as offenfive and defenfive Weapons,

the latter to guard it againft the white Gavally, a Fifh, which, inftead of

Teeth, hath ftrong bony Mandibles, and preys upon Shell- Fifh. Thefe

Prickles ferv^e alfo inftead of Feet; for, by moving thefe, it can roll on in

an orbicular manner to find out its Prey, or to avoid Danger. Thefe

Prickles are jointed to the Shells by a Socket, which exadlly fits a protube-

rant Knob arifing from the Surface of the Shell. From the Socket of thefe

Prickles arife likev\/ife many fmall cartilaginous Sinews, which terminate

in the innumerable fmall Holes, which in a very beautiful Manner per-

forate the Shell. It is by the Help of thefc that the Prickles are capable

Bbbb of
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of Motion. When it moves, which it does but flowly, it feems as if a

Grove of Spears was in Motion. The Jnlide of the Shell is lined witli

about five Lobes of a granulated yellow Subftance, rcfembling the Roe of

a Fifh : Thefe Lobes are in Length about three Inches, and in Breadth

near an Inch : However, their Bulk depends much upon the Time of their

being taken ; for thefe Lobes are larger, and even better tailed, in the

[a) Full than in the Wane of the Moon ; but if not quickly eaten, or

put into flrong Vinegar to harden, they very foon difTolve into a rich

reddifli Liquid : A full-grown Shell is about fourteen Inches in Circum-

ference. The Difference between the black, the grey, and the whitifli

Sort, is not worth mentioning : However, the black fliooting Sea-Egg dif-

fers from all the reft by the extraordinary Length of its Prickles, and its

great Force in darting them to annoy its Enemy; which it does with

that Violence, that I have known them to ftrike or dart them thro' the

thick flefhy Part of the Toe-nail of a Fifherman. The Sea-Eggs were

known to the Romans 'y
which appears from the Words of Horace,

— Mifeno oriuntur echinie

Horret captlUsy ut marinusy afperisy

Echinus. Epod. V. 27.

It appears from a Paflage in LticiliuSy that the Antients were iK)t well

acquainted with the proper Seafon for taking this Fifh, as being larger

and more delicate in the Full of the Moon.

Luna alit ojireay et implet echinos,

Thefe Sea-Eggs are to be found in the Bottom of fine fandy Bays, in

about feven or eight Feet Water. This is delineated in Plate XXVI.
Fig. I. Fig. 2.

The Plate-Fish, or the Flat Sea-Egg.

TH E Plate-Fijh hath a flat Shell fomewhat difhing inwards on

one Side : It is generally from two to three Inches Diameter. The
upper and the under Shell are fo thin, and fo clofe together, that the in-

clofedFifh is very fmall. The feveral thoufand little Holes in thefe Shells,

by which, I fuppofe, Nourifhment is conveyed to the Fifh, are no lefs re-

markable for their Number, than their Regularity and Beauty. This

( a ) This evidently confutes Mr. Rohaiilt, who fays, that the Moon hath no Influence

in replenirtiing at the Full, or leflening at the Wane, the Meat that is iiulc fed in thefe

and fuch-like Shell- Fifh.

2 Shell-.
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Shell-Fifli is generally found flightly covered with Sand, which I

take to be their Security from being perceived by Crabs, Conchs, or

other Animals, which prey upon them : Their Surfaces are covered

with thick fetaceous Vtilt ; and the Middle of the Shell is by fmall

Punc^tures divided into the Appearance of five narrow rofaceous Leaves,

as well as four oblong Holes of near half an Inch long, and a quarter

wide. Perhaps Nature intended thefe, that the Fifli might faflen itfelf by

them to the Points of Stones or Rocks in the Bottom, lefl the Current

fhould drive them away from their Feeding-place, or Place of Safety.

Plate XXVIII. Fig. 3. Fig. 4.

The Mussel-Shell.

TH I S is not here above an Inch and an half long at moft; and the

inclofed Fifh is proportionably fmaller, a dozen of them not

weighing an E72gliJIj one : Thefe I have found in Beds to the Leev/ard

of the IHand in the Parifh of St. Lucy.

The Large White Cockle.

TH E S E are found near Needham\ Fort. The Shell is a great deal

larger than that of the EngliJJj Cockle, and flatter.

The Ribbed Limpet.

THESE are called here the Nipple-Shell Some are of a white

Colour, others brownifli, and fome fpotted : There are likewife of

thefe Species fome that are fmooth.

The Thimble-Llmpet.

r^J^
H I S is fmaller, and more comprefled, than the laft-defcribed.

The Rock-Oyster.

THIS is a rocky rather than a fhelly Subflance. It grows to the

Side of mofly Shoals and Rocks at different Diflances from the

Shore. When opened, they have the Refemblance of a Shell on the In-

fide, and contain a flefliy Subflance, in Tafte very much refembling an

Oyfter, differing very little, if any thing, from the Ma?tgrove-Oyfiers
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fo commonly growing to the Roots of thofe Trees, in feveral of our

Weft-India Iflands.

The Red speckled Wilk-Shell.

THESE Shells are beautifully ftreaked with fmall broken Veins

of Red upon a white Ground : They are to be found in Plenty

clinging to the Rocks on the Leeward-fide of the I(land, elpecially in

St. Lucys Parifh.

The Blue and white-marbled Wilk-Shell.

TH I S is of the Make and Bignefs of the laft-mentioned, and differs

only in this, that the white Ground of this is finely fpeckled with

blue broken Streaks : Thefe are likewife found chiefly in the Leeward-

part of the Ifland.

The Blackish Wilk-Shells.

THESE are of the Bignefs of the laft defcribed ; and I take them

to be the fame Species, but that the Shells of thefe are turned black

with Age.

Punches.

'T^H E S E long flender Worms are very feldom feen. Their Habitations

are innumerable Clufters of wreathed vermicular open-mouthed

Tubes, cemented together into irregular Lumps, and fometimes into

large Beds many Feet in Circumference : Thefe Tubes differ in Colour,

being fome of an Amber-colour, fome black, and others of a dirty

White. The Aperture, by which the Worm enters, is round and open,

of the Bignefs of a Raven's Quill. The Edges of thefe Tubes are fo fharp,

that they will, if trod upon, cut a circular Incifion in the Flefh, leaving

the middle Space of their Diameters untouched : This Pun£lure exadlly

refembles the Impreffion made upon Leather by an Inftrument, which

the Shoemakers call a Punch. Thefe are generally found between high

and low Water-Mark.

Tie
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The Prickly Ham-Mussel.

THIS Shell is often eight Inches long, fmooth within, and rough

without
;
being ftudded without jutting feeming Tubes. This is

feldom found with Fifli in them on our Shores.

The Large Thread-girded Cockle.

HIS is a large flat Cockle, generally found in the Sand near

Needha7n^ Fort,

Grater Scallop.

'"J^
H E S E are here but fmall, and very feldom found on our Shores.

Curl-girded Needle.

TH I S is very fharp-pointed, of about two Inches long and wreath-

ed. From the life made of it, it is often called here the Tobacco-

Stopper. I have found thefe upon the green Shoal near Six Mens Fort

in St. Peters Parifh. The Fifh inhabiting this Shell, when it moves

j

carries it upright : When Numbers of thefe are together, and in Mo-
tion, they refemble a Grove of Spears.

Triton's Trumpet.

TH I S is the largeft, as well as the moft beautiful of the Turbinate

Kind, and very feldom to be met with upon our Shores : Thefe

are beautifully ftained with black and white Spots, and the Shell is often

nine Inches long.

C c c c
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The Smooth Grey Casket.

A Small Species of thefe are often found on our Shores, but feldom

any of the large Sort : What are here found are generally of a

yellowifh dirty-white Colour.

The Spire-Shell.

'T'H E S E are generally fmall, and very fmooth, of a reddifh Brown,

fpotted with Black. There are others of a Pale White, fpotted with

Black ; both Sorts generally well polifhed, Thefe are very common
upon almoft all our Shores.

The Welted Casket.

TH I S is generally of a brown Colour, and furrowed length-ways : It

is of a far ftronger Confiftence than the laft-defcribed.

The Grey Casket.

TH I S is generally of a grey Colour ; and fometimes they are found

of a brownifh Grey. Their Texture is generally very thin.

The Whirligig.

THIS is generally of a bluifh Colour, and is often found upon the fe-

veral Shores of the Illand.

The Knobbed Trumpet.

THIS Shell is of a dirty White, as well as fome of a brown Colour
;

and found in many of our Bays, but not in great Plenty,

The Smooth-lipped Casket.

THIS shell is often found on the Shore at Maycock's Bay in the

Parifh of St, Lucy,

Agate-
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Agate-Stamper.

THIS Shell is from half an Inch to two Inches in Length, generally

of a reddifh Brown fpotted with Black : They are likewife found of
a pale-white as well as bluifh Colour, and very common upon the
Shores of this Ifland.

I'he Royal Staircase.

' I ^HIS is a fmall white fpiral Shell, belted with a fharp ridng Ridge
A from the Top to the Bottom in the Form of a wreathed Staircafe.

^he Spotted Cylinder-Shell."^

TH I S is about two Inches long, of a dirty Colour, white fpeckled with

fometimes black, fometimes brown Spots,

The Brown Cylinder-Shell.

TH I S is thin, and well poliflied ; feldom longer than two Inches,

and of a reddifli-brown Colour.

The Mole Cowzy.

TH I S is very feldom found on the Shores of this Ifland : What I faw

was three Inches long, of a brown Colour, and faintly fpotted with

Black.

TIhe Triangular Striated Buccinum,

THIS is a middle-lized Shell, thickly labiated, and pretty fharp-

pointed ; the feveral Stricey on the Back-part efpecially, running

tranfverfly and deep.

He
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^1)6 Top-Shell.

TH I S is a large Shell, fpotted moft commonly with Blue and White,

fometimes with Red and White : When this rough outfide Coat is

taken off, the innerPart confifts of fine Mother of Pearl. The Mouth-piece,

or Cover of the Mouth, is of an horny Subftance, of a brownifh-black

Colour, incircled with feveral Ringlets of a Gold-colour. Thefe are

generally found in deep Water, and in great Plenty in the Sea, oppofite

to St. Lucys Parifh. The laft Stage of an Hermit-Crab or Soldier is, to

inhabit one of thefe empty Shells.

THE
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^
I

H E Defcription of our feveral exanguious Tribes of Animals be-

^ ing completed ; our next Inquiry vviJl naturally fall upon our

Submarine Plants. I lliLill divide thefe into three Claffes : The Firft and
mofl: perfedl is the large black Sea- Rod, which often grows to the

Height of a fmall Tree
;

this, as well as each of this Species, is fmooth,

black, and fliining, of a very tough Subftance, fomewhat between Horn
and Wood, fmelling ftrongly of the latter when burnt. The Second is

very bufhy, leldom exceeding four Feet in Height ; its very numerous

Branches arife almofl: together from very near the Root, and are in gene-

ral of an equal Height and Bignefs : This differs from the naked black

Sea-Rod, by having their Surface covered with a calcareous Cruft (of

about the Thicknefs of an Englijh Shilling), and here and there marked
with Afterisks ; the innner Texture of the Plant being of the fame Na^
tiire as the above defcribed. The Third and laft are all Kinds of Coral-

line Bodies.

The Large Black Sea-Rod.

I
^ HIS often grows to about fifteen Feet high, and always in a con-

J|[
fidcrable Depth of Water ; its Branches are few, but ftrong and

tapering ; the Outfide appearing almofl: as fmooth, black, and fhining, as

Ebony ; and if firft boiled in frefh Water, and afterwards often oiled,

they will be very pliable and tough, and make very beautiful Switches.

The Lesser Sea-Rod.

'

I
^ HIS is a flender fmall black Rod, having a great many very fmall

weak undivided Side-branches. This Species grows between high

and low Water-Mark in the Clefts of Rocks, feldom rifing above five

Foot high.

D d d d Tie
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The Sea-Feathers.
'

. • ••.T HESEfeldom grow, on the Shores of this Illand, above two Feet

and an half high
;

they Hkewife feldom or never differ in their

Make or Texture, being each compofed of a hgneous horny Subftance,

and beautifully reticulated. Some are of a darkifli Colour, and others of

a light Grey : I obferved fome of the latter to have their Edges bordered

with a faint Yellow, flightly tinged with Green. •
. .^^

The Incrusted Sea-Rods.

THESE are always in Bunches, feldom growing above four Feet

high ; their many Branches Ipring from one common Stalk, very

near the Root : Thefe are almoft all of a Size, in Length and Thicknefs

;

and the Outfide covered with a calcareous Gruff, of about the

Thicknefs of an Englijh Shilling. The Surface of this is pitted with many
very fmall Star-Hke Holes. This is delineated in Plate XXVII. Fig. i.

The Small Incrusted Sea-Rod.
>• .« •. .

THIS feldom grows above a Foot and an half high; and its Surface, in-

ftead of being, as the laft-defcribed, covered all oyer with a thin

pliable calcareous Cruft, is here-and-there annulated with irregular

knotty Bandages, of a white coralline Subflance, refembling the fmall

Star-Coral. This Kind of Sea-Rod branches very little, and its Branches

are but very llender.

O F
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O F

CORALS.
THOUGH thefe, in general, are Vegetables

\
yet we are not to look

upon them among the loweft Clafs of this Kind, becaufe they bear,

at leafl here, neither Leaves, Flowers, nor Fruit, having likewife their Con-
fiftences To brittle, that they are neither malleable, nor any ways pliable :

However, their innumerable Shoots and Branches are not void of Beauty,

nor ufelefs in medicinal Preparations ; the white Sort being, when pul-

verized, efteemed good to free the Stomach from acid four Juices ; and

the red Coral is not lefs efficacious in flopping Fluxes : From the

Growth of thefe, we may likewife obferve, that Providence is not tied

down in its Operations to mechanical Rules : For among Vegetables,

which flourifh upon the theSurfaceof theEarth, all our Art and Contrivance

are in vain, unlefs we can procure them either natural or artificial Heat^

and a Communication of Air ; whereas thefe grow to a great Length in

above forty Fathom Water, where the Heat of the Sun cannot penetrate.

I fhali begin the Defcriptiqn of Corals with that called the Harts^

horn Coral,

The Sea-Ginger, d?rA6^ Palmed Harts-horn.

HIS is a digitated Sea-Coral, and is called Ginger from its very

•A hot Quality ; for if a Piece, newly broken, beapply'd to the Tongue,

ii: taftes excefiively hot. It is found in great Plenty upon the Shores in

the Ifland of Aittigua^ as well as among many other PLices upon the Fe^

licaji Jhoal in this Illand.

This is delineated in Plate XXVII. Fig. 2.

7he
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The Hart's-horn Coral.

THIS takes its Name from the great Refemblance its wide-extended

Branches have to an Hart's-horn, both in Colour and Shape : They

grow upon Rocks, at different Depths under Water : The Branches are

of a brownifh White, but always at the Top fliarp-pointed, and tipped

with a clear White: They are of fo clofe a Texture, that, when ftruck by

any Piece of hard Wood or Iron, they afford a metallic vibrating Sound :

This Sort grows to be often above five Feet in Length. I have likewife

feen a leifer Sort, refembling the palmed Hart's-horn.

The Pan Shoal, 6?r Honeycomb Stones.

TH E S E are to be found under Water at different Depths, from two

to twenty Feet : Their Shape generally refembles a Honeycomb,

and that not only as they are broad with a fimilar Thinnefs, but like-

wife as they are full of Holes: Several of thefe, efpecially near the thickefl

Edge, are cemented, or, as it were, waxed over, exadly refembling that

Part of an Honeycomb which is filled with Honey. From the Stone

when broken, drops a liquid Subflance of the Confiflence of thin Oil.

Thefe in few Years grow to a confiderable Bignefs, and are to be found

upon almofl all the Shores, more particularly at a Place in Si. Lucy%

Parifli, called Fryer sWelL

The White Coral.

THIS Coral is found upon the Shores of mofl Bays in the Ifland

:

The Stars "are compofed of fo many thin Partitions ; the interme-

diate Space, between each Line, hollow ; and the folid waved Inter-

ftices of the Coral-fmooth, hard and well-polifKed : Thefe intervening

Ribs rife higher than the Star-like Refemblances.

This is delineated in Plate XVII. Fig. 7.

7"/6^MiLLiPORA Perforata.

THIS is all over perforated into innumerable fmall Holes, gene-

rally of an equal Size : I am of Opinion, that thefe Holes were

formerly filled with flar-like Subftances
;

but, as the Rays which

compofe thefe, are from their fofter Texture, as well as their hollow In-

terftices, lefs able to bear the violent TofTings of the Waves againfl the

£harp-pointed Rocks, that thefe Stars, in time, were fo intirely broken,

nothing now remains, but the Holes which they once occupied, among
theAony Ribs.

Tie
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T^he Large white fine-rayed Star-Coral.

TH I S is very often of a confiderable Bulk, and its Surface thickly

crouded with very fmall Stars, whofe Rays are fcarce perceptible

to the naked Eye.

T^he Knotty Star-beamed Coral.

THIS is to be found on all our Shores, and very much re-

fembles that of the fame Clafs found in the Mediterranean by

Dr. Shaw, With, this Difference only, that the Extremities of this are of

a blunt conic Shape.

The Tubular Coral.

'T^ HIS fpreads into fevcral thick fhort Branches ftudded all over

with innumerable fmall open-mouthed Tubes, the Whole generally

of a brov/nifli Colour without, and white within.

The CoxMMON Brain-Stone Coral;

Fungus coralloides e7icephaloides, gyris in medio fulcatis-i lamellatiSy

ferrat is. Boerh. Ind. Plant, p. i.

Lapis fu72gites cerebriformis. RayV Hift. App. p. 1850.

'T^ HIS, as do many others of the fame Species, derives its Name front

its Refemblance to the human Brain, the waving white Ribs riling

higher than the intermediate Spaces : Thefe Stones are to be feen very

common on all our Sea-fhores, as well as on the Land, efpecially about

Black Rock, in St. yamess Parifh, and generally near the Sea.

The Large-rayed Brain-Stone.

Fu7igus coralloides, laininis magis undidatis. Boerh. Ind. Plant, p. 2.

npHIS hath its fevcral finuated Rifings and Deprellions intirely

^ rayed, whereas thefe Rifings in all other Kinds of Brain-Jlones are

fo many folid Veins dividing the porous Part ixito many iinuated In-,

terftices.

What is called here the fine ribbed Brain-Jlone differs from the above

by having many hard finuated Veins running through it, and riling

higher than its porous InterRices.

E e e e 7he
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The Small Star-Coral.

'T^ HIS differs from the laft defcribed, by having its Stars even with
the Superficies of the intervening Ribs.

The Very small Star-Coral.

Fungus corallotdes^ ftellis minoribus^ rupibus coralUnis accrefcens. BoerL
Ind. Plant, p. 2.

npH E Surface of this is almoft intirely covered with the Appearance
^ of very fmall Indentings Hke Stars.

The Large Star-Coral.

'Hp H E Surface of this is indented with the Appearance of Stars, far

^ larger than thofe already defcribed.

The Wire-Sponge.

'T^ HIS is of the Sponge-kind, though it hath no Elafticity : Its Sub-

ftance is far more reticulated than any other Sponge: It grows
chiefly upon the broken Stumps of Sea-Rods : It generally grows of a

cylindrical Form, and hollow in the Middle : It is of the Colour of a

common Sponge, and its Parts are as ftiff as if they were compofed of

very fine Wire.

The Soft Sponge.

^
I

^ HIS Clafs cleave to the Rocks, or rather grow from them, as Jews-
Ears do from Trees.

The Beamed Coral.

Madrepora ramojijftfna fufca^ halcyoniis et ojlreis accretis injignis,

Boerh. Ind. Plant, p. 5.

'T^ H E Specimen I faw here has no Oyfters or Haleyonia on it; but

it hath a fine brown Tubulus Marinus,

I
Shall conclude this Book with the Defcription of that furpriflng Crea-

ture the AnimalFlower obferving thatthe remarkable Place called the

Spout^'mSt. Z/^^rv's Parifh, is a large Hollow under a rocky Cliffimpending

over the Sea : As the Wav^es continually rufh with a violent Force into this

hollow confined Part, it throws upwards, through an Hole in the Surface

of the Rock, a confiderable Body of Water, from fifteen to fifty Feet high,

containing feveral Hogfheads. It may be feen at feveral Miles Diflance.

THE
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THE

ANIMAL FLOWER.
AS in Man, the mofl perfedl Part of the fubhinary Creation, there

are apparently feen feveral different Degrees of Perfedion of Body

and Mind ; and in Animals the Sagacity of fome is evidently fuperior to

that of others ; fo likewife in this feemingly confufed Species of animal

Life, and vegetable Appearance, the Chain gradually defcends with a

furprifing Mixture and Connexion.

Whoever hath Leifure and Abilities to purfiie a general Inquiry of this

Nature, will foon find, that this progre/Iive Series runs through the

whole Creation From the mofl exalted Genius to the almofi: fenfe-

lefs Idiot From the moft fagacious fenfible Creature to the almoft

inlenlible Muflel From the towering Cedar to the HylTop fpringing

from the Wall, or the humble Mofs.

Such is that univerfal Harmony and Connexion, that runs through

the numberlefs Ranks and Orders of Beings, till we come at laft to in-

animate Matter.

This furprifing Creature, that I am to treat of, hath, for a long

time been the Objedl of my own filent Admiration ; and it would even

now be thought chimerical to mention, much more defcribe, the Qua-

lities of fo ftrange a Pha^nomenon, if the Polypus of late Years had not

afforded a furprifing Inltance of Almighty Power.

The Cave that contains this Animal, is near the Bottom of an high

rocky Cliff facing the Sea, in the North Part of the liland, in the Parifh

of aS"/. Lucy : The Defcent to it is very fteep and dangerous, being in fome

I Places
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Places almofl: perpendicular ; and what adds an Horror to this dreadful

Situation, is, that the Waves from below almoft inceffantly break upon

the Cliff, and fometimes reach its higheft Summit.

As foon as you are freed from this complicated Apprehenfion of Dan-
ger (in your Way down) you enter a Cave fpacious enough to contain

five hundred People. The Roof of this is in feme Places imboffed with

conglaciated Incruftations intermixed with fmall Tubes, through whqfe

Extremities a fmall Quantity of the moft limpid Water drops.

From this you enter another Cave, fmall in Comparifon of the for-

mer. The Bottom of this is a natural Balon of Water of about lixteen

Feet long, and twelve in Breadth. This, at low Water, is about eleven

Feet perpendicular Height from the Sea, which, when the Wind is high

on that Point, dafhes into it ; fo that the Water in it is intirely fait, ex-

cept a fmall Mixture of frefh, which oufes and drops through the Roof
of the Cave.

In the Middle of this Bafon there is a fixt Stone, or Rock (as I fhall

call it^^, which is always under Water.

Round its Sides, at different Depths (feldom exceeding eighteen Inches)

are feen at all Times of the Year feveral feemingly fine radiated Flowers

of a pale Yellow, or a bright Straw-colour fiightly tinged with Green.

Thefe have in Appearance a circular Border of thick-fet { i
)

Petals,

about the Size of, and much refembling, thofe of a fingle Garden Mari-

gold, except that the Whole of this feeming Flower is narrower at the

DifcuSj or Setting on of the Leaves, than any Flower of that Kind.

I have often attempted to pluck one of thefe from the Rock to which
they are always fixt; but could never effed: it. For as foon as my Fin-

gers came within two or three Inches of it, it would immediately con-

tracft, and clofe together its yellow Border, and fhrink back into the

Flole in the Rock ; but, if left undiflurbed for the Space of about four

Minutes, it would come gradually in Sight, expanding, though at firft

very cautioufly, its feeming Leaves, till at laft it appeared in its former

Bloom: However, it would again recoil, with a furprifing Quicknefs,

when my Hand came within a fmall Diftance of it.

Having tried the fame Experiment by attempting to touch it with my
Cane, and a fmall flender Rod, the Effedi was the fame.

Thefe were flrong Appearances of Animal Life ; yet, as its Shape,

and want of local Motion, clafied it among Vegetables, I was for

fome time in Sufpenfe, and imagined it might be an aquatic Senfitive

Plant : And though its Contradlion to avoid the Touch was quicker than

any Plant of that Kind
;
yet, as its feeming Leaves might be, and in reality

( I. ) Petals are the fine coloured Leaves, which compofe in a Mangold, and fuch-like

Flowers, the yellow circular Border.

They are called Petals to diilingulfh them firom the green Leaves of the Plant.

were,
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were, of a far thinner and more delicate (i) Texture than thofe of any
Plant ; and as Water is eight hundred times heavier than Air, the fud-

den Weight of fo thick a Medium, by its Undulation caufed by the Pref-

fiire of my Hand or Stick, might very well account for its fuddcn

Contradion.

This was my Opinion, till a fubfequent Vifit cleared m.y Doubts ; for

I plainly fav/ four dark-coloured Refemblances of Threads fomething like

the Legs of a Spider, rifing out of the Centre of what I have termed a

Flower. Their quick fpontaneous Motion from one Side to the other of

this circular yellow Border of feeming Leaves (which in reality were fo

many Arms or Feelers), and their clcling together in Imitation of a Fo?--

ceps^ as if they had hemmed in their Prey (which the yellow Border like-

wqie foon furrounded and clofed tofecure), fully convinced me, that it was
a living Creature.

Its Body at a Dillance appears to be about as big as a Raven's Qijill,

and of a blackilli Colour ; the one End fticking to the Rock, the othi r

extending a very fmall Diftance from it ; and incircled round with a yel-

low Border, as above defcribed.

Thus what in its firft Appearance feems to be of the vegetative Kind,

by its Motion, and quick Senfe of Self-prefervation, proves an Animal.

Now, iince the famxC Wifdom and Goodnefs, which give Being; to

Creatures, often preferve them in that Exiftence by W^ays and Means

as wonderful as their Creation was before ; this leads me to oiFer a probable

Conjedure, why God's amazing Providence (which doth nothing in vain)

endued the Arms or Feelers of this Animal with a fine yellow Colour,

and hath ordained it to differ in this Particular from the feveral Tribes of

fungous Animals, that are always found cleaving to the Rocks in the

Sea.

As thefe latter may be fed with Spawn, or fome Animalcules, which

the Flux or Reflux of the Waves may throw in their Way, there was no

Need of any uncommon Means to intice their Prey (if AnimaL) within

their Reach ; whereas the Water in the Cave is, for the moft part, void of

any Motion that can convey Food for thefe Animals. Therefore there

was a Neceffity of fome extraordinary Temptation to allure their Prey

within their Power, to feize it ; otherwife they might ftarve in the midil:

of Plenty.

To this End, that Divine Goodnefs, which filleth every thing living

with Plenteoufnefs, hath finely devifed this providential Stratagem (if I may

(1) Tho' I could not by any means contrive to take or pluck from the Rock one

of thefe Animals intire
;
yet T once cut off (with a Knife which I had for a long tim:;

held out of Sight near the Mouth of an Hole, out of which one ofthek AiMmals appeared)

two of ihefc feeming Leaves. Thef;;, when out of the Water, retained their Shape and

Colour
;
bur, bein^ compofed of a Membrane-like Subftance, furprifingly thin, it foon

Ihriveled up, and decayed.

F f f f be
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be allowed the ExpreflionJ, and given thefe Animals that fine tranfparent

Colour, to be a Means to provide for them their daily Food : For as

bright Rays of Light (or fomething fimilar in its Effed) are very invite-

ing to feveral Animals, efpecially thofe of the aquatic Kind, the beauti-

ful Colour of this circular Border may ferve as a Decoy for very young

Fifh, or other Anim.alcules, to divert thcmfelves (as Fiies about the

Flame of a Candle) in fvvimming about the Verge of this fcemingly

harmlefs Flower, until they come within the Circle ; then thefe bright

Leaves in Appearance prove, in Reality, fo many Arms or Feelers, that

with a quick Motion clofe together, and furround the Prey
;

which,

being thus fecured, is conveyed to the Mouth, as above-mentioned.

There are likev/ife on the uppermoft Part of the Rock, in the abovc-

'-defcribed Bafm, innumerable Clufters of (what are here called) Water-

Bottles, very much refembling fcattered Clufters of unripe Grapes ; the

Outfide confining of a bluifh fkinny Tegument, like that of a Grape

;

the Infide full of Water fomevv^hat turbid.

Among thefe alfo are a great Number of Animal Flowers of the fame

Species with the yellow large ones. Thefe now to be defcribcd are like-

wife fixt to the Rock, not in Holes, as the above-mentioned, but flick-

ing to the Surface among thefe Water-Bottles, and generally not above

nine Inches under Water.

The Leaves, or rather Feelers, of thefe are of a greyifh-purple Colour

variegated with black Spots. Their Motion likewife to avoid the Touch
is not fo quick.

Having plucked one of thefe from the Rock, I perceived the Body,

which was about an Inch long, to have, whilfl: between my Finger and

Thumb, a fenfible vermicular Motion. The Feelers likewife, which de-

corated one End of it, when expofed to the Air, fhrunk up, and remained

as lifelefs : But as foon as the Whole was dipped in their proper Element

the Water, they would immediat-ely, as it were, afTume a new Life, and

appear again in their full Vigour.

Soon after the Difcovery of thefe furprfing Animals, a great Number
of People came to view them : But as this w^as attended with fom.e fmall

Inconveniency to a Perfon, thro' whofe Land they were obliged to pafs

;

he therefore, to get rid of the Company, refolved to deftroy the Object

of their Curiolity : In order to do fo effectually, he took a Piece of Iron

prepared for that Purpofe ; and then carefully bored and drilled every

Part of the Holes where thefe feeming Flowers were bred
; but, to his

great Surprize, they in a few Weeks appeared again iffuing from the flime

Holes.

Let us here, for awhile, flop, and fee whether our much boafted Rea-

fon can find out how even a latent Principle of Life can be preferr ed,

after the whole organic Body is torn in Pieces.

When we fee this Animal, in a fhort time after, refufcitate, and appear

in its former Proportion, Beauty, and Life, can we, after fuch an ocu-

lar
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]ar DemonftiTition of fo aflonifhing a Change in a Creature defined for

this Life only, and removed (in all Appearance) but a few Degrees froni

the vegetable Creation, any longer entertain Doubts about the Poflibility

of another Do6lrinc of a flir greater Confequence ? An4 as every paft Age
hath been, fo undoubtedly every future v\/ill be, blefled with fome fur-

prifing new Difcovery of God's unfearchable Power and Wifdom.

Our own hath produced a wonderful Inftance of this ; for what Scep-

tic, fome Years ago, would have believed the PofTibility of fo extraordi-

nary a Produdlion as the Polypus ? Who would not have faid, with the

unbelieving yews in the Wiidernefs, Can God do this 1 And yet we
iind, that this furprifmg Generation is now a known Matter of Facl.

That the above-mentioned Conjedure about the Ufe and Efficacy of

its Colour is not groundlefs, may be made ftill more evident, by many
analogous ftrikino; Inftances.

For thofe ingenious Gentlemen, Mr. Turberville Needham^ and Mr.

Trembley^ obferve, that Polyps, and aquatic Infedls, kept in Glafs Vef-

fels, by excluding the Light from every Part, except one little Openings

after fome time all aflembled at this Opening; and yet thefe Polypes have

not, perceptibly to the flrongeft Magnifier, any Organ that in the leaft

refembles Eyes.

If Li^ht is therefore fo attradive to thefe Animals which are vifible,

why may it not be likewife fo to other Animalcules to us imperceptible ?

And may we not further fuppofe, that the Appearance of the former to-

wards the Light may be in Search of thefe Animalcules, their deftined

Prey ?

But in what manner the Rays of Light afFed thefe Animals, whether by

its Motion acting upon their whole exceedingly delicate nervous Syftem,

which, like the Retina of the human Eye, is in every Part fenlitive, is, I

believe, inexplicable.

Where Sight is apparently wanting, as in Polyps, a Delicacy of Touch

may, for ought we know, and indeed in all Probability doth, take up

the gradual Chain, and, in a furprifing manner, fupply its Place.

Such is the infenlible Gradation, which is progreffively continued by

imperceptible Degrees thro' the whole Creation, from animate to inani-

jnate, rational to irrational, that we know not where precifeJy to deter-

mine their refpedive Boundaries. In like manner. Light and Darknefs,

Motion and Reft, we fpeak of as Things very different and oppofite : Yet

no one will prefume to fay, what is the precife and abfolute Boundary

between langid Motion, and abfolute Reft; or determine the Period where

the laft dying Sound expires in dead Silence.

And perhaps this gradual Chain and Connexion terminates not with

fublunary Things; but may be progrefUvely continued far above the Ken

of the moft exalted Genius, or even the Comprehenfion of perhaps celef-

tial Beings, till all created Pcrfc6lion is loft in him, who is Perfedion

itfelf.

This
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This Animal, and the Cave containing it, are delineated in Plate XXiV.
Fig. I.

7he Small Bluish Animal Flower.

THESE grow in Clufters upon the Rocks between High and Low-
water Mark. The Edges of each are cnmpofed of a circular Bor-

der of fmall fiftular thread-like brown Petals (if I may fo call them) fur-

rounding a fungous Subftance, of about the Breadth of an EngliJJj Silver

Two-pence, and of a bluifh-green Colour. This Species is by far lefs quick

in avoiding approaching Danger than thofe already defcribed
;
confequent-

ly their Organs of Senfation are lefs perfed: ; for they will fuffer themfelves

to be touched, before their guardian Petals or Arms clofe together to de-

fend or preferve the Whole. I have obferved a larger Sort of the fame

Species, having their brown Petals or Arms longer than the above-de-

fcribed, as well as of an irregular unequal Length : Thefe likewife gradu-

ally leffen in their fenfitive Perfedion, and are generally found at fome

Diftance under Water, whereas the former, in Neap Tides, are often for a

fhort time expofed to the Air, and that feemingly without any Prejudice.

Tie
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BOOK X.

Of the SEA afid ^/j INHABITANTS.
3 the Earth is full of God's Riches, fo is the great and
wide Sea, wherein are Things creeping innumerable,

both fmall and great. We are no fooner advanced to

the Shore, at leaft a few Yards farther upon the

fmooth Surface of the Water, on the Weft Side of

this Ifland, but we are, efpecially in calm Mornings and

Evenings, pleafed with the Sight of fevcral Gro\'es of

Coral, Sea-Feathers, and Sea-Rods ; the former grow in thick Cluftcrs,

yielding an imbrowned Shade, and remain as fturdy Oaks unmoved

;

the latter, with their numerous, pliant Branches, wavingly bend with

the undulating, flow Motion of the Water. The interfperfed, vacant,

fandy Spaces refemble fo many bright LaWns which pleafe with a Kind of

regular Confuflon.

Gggg The
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The Whole is made more grateful ftill by the Sight of numerous

Tribes of Fifhes, which either feed upon, or wantonly fldm the Sur-

face of the deep Water, or lie groveling at the Bottom.

There the bulky Conchy as it moves, is feen to furrow the glittering

Sand ; and the Warlike Sea-Egg flowly waves its thoufand Spears.

A Scene of this Nature cannot be better reprefented than in the

Words of Miltm :

rhefe

With their Fins^ andpining Scales

Glide uifider the green JVaves in Sculls that oft

Bank the Mid-fea : PartJingle, or with Mate
Graze the Sea-weed, their Pajlure, or through Groves

Of CoralJlray, orfporting with quick Gla7ice

Shew to the Sun their waved Coats dropped with Gold,

As the Inquiries we have made in the foregoing Books have fuffl-

ciently convinced us, that Nature hath provided terreftrial Animals,
fome with Strength, others with Swiftnefs, and even the weakeft and
feebleft of the exanguious Tribes (feemingly the moft helplefs and im-
perfedl) with fome Skill or Contrivance to preferve its Species ; fo wc
lhall be no lefs agreeably furprized to find that the fame Divine Power
is not lefs confpicuous in the Make of the Inhabitants of the wide-ex-
tended Ocean, from the huge Leviatha?! to the fmalleft Fry. Each In-
dividual is not only adapted, by its Blood and Juices, to the Element
they are in ; not only taught to propagate their Species, but alfo to

preferve them from their Enemies ; for the Lamb flies not the Wolf
with greater Dread than the Flying-Fift> doth the Dolphin, and that in

like Manner its Enemy the devouring SI:'~rL

It is remarkable in the Flying-Fijh, chat thefe, whilft fmall and un-
fit for Ufe, are never feen near the Shores : and the few that accident-

ally appear, avoid the Bait or Net with a lurprifing Shynefs ; but when
full grown, and in Perfection, they crcud to a convenient Diftance from
the Shores, and by their Tamenefs court, as it were, the deftroying

Hand of Man ; for they will neither fly out of his Way, as they do
from the Dolphin, nor will they dive into the Deep ; but iuffer them-
felves to be taken up with the Hand, or with a fmall Hoop-net, which
is the common, and mofl: expeditious Way of taking them.

Many liave been the fruitlefs Inquiries to find out the certain Pe-
riods and Caufes of the various and oppofite Sea Currents, fo remark-
able near this Ifland. As I have obferved thefe to be higher and
flronger at the Full and Change of the Moon, as well as more rapid,

and more inclined to the Northward, this induced me to believe

that, tho' the primary Caufe of the Current, as well as the higher Flow
of the Water, at fuch Times, is owing to the Influence of the Moon

;

yet the Byafs of this Current, more to the Northward than to any other

Part,
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Part, is occafioned by the Nearncfs of the South-Weft Cohtinetit of
America to this Ifland, and the Remotenefs of the Continent on the

North-Eaft, or oppofite Part from it.

For, when the Waters at thefe Spring-Tides afe elevated and depreff-

ed, by Turns, by the Influence of the Moon, they will naturally recede

•towards that Point where they meet with the leaft Reftftance ; there-

fore, tho' the Courfe of the Current may, and often doth, run towards

the South-Weft
;

yet, as foon as it is refiftcd by the Continent of

America^ on that Point, which is not quite three hundred Miles

diftant from this Illand, it recoils back With redoubled Force towards

the oppofitc Point, which is the North-Eaft
;

and, as it meets there

with no Refiftancc, 'till it comes to the Continent of Africa^ which is

about two thoufand Miles diftant from this Ifland, it is no Wonder tliat

the Current, efpecially in the Dccieufe of theMocn, is more inclined that

Way
;
and, when it varies from thefe Courfes, it may be attributed

chicRy to the Change of the Wind from the true Trade Eaftcrly

Winds to the South-Weft ; or perhaps to the great and violent Land-

Floods from the many and large Rivers from the neighbouring South-

Weft Continent of America^ which may fometimes byafs diefe Currents.

It hath been obferved by many Writers, that the Sea-water is falter

in thefe hot Climates than in other Northern Seas. This Difference the

ingenious Mr. RohauU fays, ariles from hence, viz, " That the Sun's

" Heat, being more intenfe near the Equator than in thofe Seas which
" are at a greater Diftance from it, a much greater Quantity of frefti

Water muft continually afccnd up in Vapours, than elfewhere

;

which do not often defcend again in Rain, 'till they are carried to a

^' great Diftance from thence : fo that there being a lefs Qiiantity of
" that which temperates the Salt to be found in thofe Seas which arc

betv/een the two Tropics, than in thofe Seas which are in the frigid

" and temperate Zones; it is no Wonder if their Waters are falter:"

And he likewife adds, " That the Ocean is of much larger Extent be-

'* tween the Tropics than any where elfe, and yet tliere are fewer Ri-
" vers that difcharge themfelves into it.

"

The Caufe of the Water's greater Degree of Saltnefs in thefe Parts,

being thus explained, the Wifdom of fuch Allotments of Providence

will foon appear, when w^e farther conftder, that as the calm Latitudes

are within the Tropics, therefore if the Sea was not much impregnated

with Salt, its Surface in thofe Parts, called the calm Latitudes, would

in all likelihood ftagnate, and fend up fo many impure and ftinking Va-

pours, that it would infed: not only thofe but the adjacent Climates with

Diftempers, perhaps very little lefs pernicious than the Plague itfelf.

Of all the Fifti caught in our adjoining Sea, I fliall take notice of

fuch only, as have been either infuRiciently defcribed, or whofe Defcrip-

tions have been totally neglected by other Authors. Among the former

is the following.

7'oe
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7he Toad-Fish.

THIS Fiili, which is the Dread and Terror of Fifhermcn, is no lels

ugly in its Shape, than mifchievoiis by its Prickles ; its Length
in general, is from Eight to Eleven Inches ; the Colour of the Skin, is

of a brownifli-rcd, intermix'd with blackilh Spots ; the Head is very

large, in Proportion td the reft of the Body, and almoft intirely covered

with fharp Prickles ; the Eyes are pretty large, incircled with a white

Iris ; its Back is remarkably arm'd with a Row of very fharp Prickles

;

thefe, when the Fifh is neither in an ofFenfive nor defenfive Pofture, are

almoll: couchant
;

and, to prevent their Points being by any Accident

blunted, they are fheath'd in a ftrong mufcular Membrane, or Web,
dividing each Prickle. When the Filh is difturb'd, this Skin or Mem-
brane is immediately contracted, and lies in Folds clofe to the Back,

fo that almoft the whole Length of thefe Spears are then unfheath'd,

and better fitted to make deeper Wounds, than if the Web had been

imm.oveable, as it is in almoft every other Fifh, guarded for common
Defence with Prickles. When thefe Spears are eredt, if the unwary
Fiflierman treads upon it, (for it will not attempt to get out of his

Way,) gives a ftrong Flutter with its Fins, and ftrikes or darts them into

his Foot : the Pain that immediately enfues, is not to be defcribed, be-

ing fo very violent for the Time it lafts, (which is generally 'till the fame
time of the next returning Tide) that the Agonies they endure are in-

expreftible : And as few, (if anyj that have been once wounded, will

be fo hardy as to venture a fecond Time to the Sea, without being firft

guarded
;
perhaps the Proverb, ISius Pifcator fapit, might have its Rife

from hence
;

efpecially if thefe Fifti are in Plenty upon the Italian

Shores. It is obferv'd that the Part affeded near the Wound turns livid;

but, if the Liver of the Fifti be immediately applied to it, it gives Eafe

in fome fmall Degree. This I take to be owing to the Oylinefs of the

LivTr, which blunts the Spicula of the poifonous Particles ; for I am
very confident, that this fevere Pain doth not proceed from, or is oc-

cafion'd by the Wounds, or PunCbares made in the Feet, however len-

fible that mufcular and nervous Part may be, but from fome liquid

Poifon injected into the Wounds, thro' thefe Prickles.

Of Flying-Fish in general,

OF this Clafs there are no lefs tJian Five Sorts, in this Part of the

Wsjl hidies ; tho' there hath been I believe, as yet, but one of

them taken Notice of, or defcribed by the Writers of Natural Hiftory

;

which, by way of Eminency and Diftindlion, is called the Flying-Fijh:

the reft, no lefs deferving of that Name, are the Flying-Gar-Fi/hy the

Sea-Baty the Guinea-Men^ and the Ballahws.

The
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The Flying-Fish,

THIS Fifh is prcpofteroufly dcfcribed by mofl: Tia\ ellcrs, who citen.

take more Pleafurc in fettiiio; Men a ftarinr at Rcnrefentations

in themfelvcs incredible, than in candidly and lionefllv relating fiich

Matters of Fadl, as come within the Sphere of their Knowledge.
Thus, when this Fifh is made the fiirprizing Topic of Wonder, as

the Generality of Mankind know no other Method of flying but with

Wings, they arc immediately induced to believe, tliat this Fifh hath,

according to the real Acceptation of the Word, Wings to flv with ;

whereas what are fo called, are only Fins common in their Make Xvith

the Fins of feveral other f ifli, differing only in Bignefs, which in Pro-

portion to the Size of this FiCn, are indeed far larger than any other,

the Flying-Gar-Fijh excepted. This, that we are now defcribing, is

not, at its utmoft Growth, more than Nine Inches long, flattifh on the

Back, and growing broader towards the Head ; the Back and Head are

of a dark Blue, and whitiOi under the Belly
;
they have two large Fins,

fituated poj} Bro?ichta ; thefe in a full-grown Fifh are fix Inches long
;

and each in Breadth at their greateft Expandon, about three Inches

:

When purfued by a Dolphin^ as their Swiftnefs in fwimming is far in-

ferior to that Fifh, to avoid him they give a Spring out of the Water,

and immediately (if I may be allowed the Expreffion) unfurl or expand

their Fins, not with a tremulous, but a fteady, quick, gliding Motion
;

which they do with great Swiftnefs
;

but, if the Day be hot, or the

Weather fultry, their Flight is fhort
;

for, as foon as the Heat of the

Sun dries up the Moifture upon their Fins, w^liich made them pliable,

they muft dip into the Water to receive a frelli Supply. By the beft

Guefs that I could make, I never perceived any of them to fly above

feventy or eighty Yards, tho' oftener but forty or hfty at a Time.

Their Ihcreafe is prodigioilfly great ; otherwife the whole Species mufl:

have long ago been defl:royed ; for they are a Prey to Men, Fifh, and

Birds
;
having no certain Tenui*e of Life, either in Air or Water

:

for, when purfued by DolphinSy or other voracious Fifli, if, to avoid

thefe, they feek Refuge in the Air, a Bird called the Cohler^ among a

great many others, darts with the Swiftnefs of an Eagle to defl:roy

them. I cannot help obfervihg here, that there is fomething ^ cry pe-

culiar in the Make of the Wings of this Bird
;

for, as it fecks its Prey

at a great Difliance from Land, and being obliged to be long upon the

Wing, often at the Diflianc'e of a hundred Miles ofl*, to be able

therefore to endure fo great a Flighty the Wings are not only large in

Proportion to the Body, the better to enable them to bear its Weight
;

but the Tip-end alfo ot the Pinion, inftead of having one, the common
Make of mofl: Birds Wings, it hath two fl:rong Bones

;
by which means

the Vibration of the V/ings is ftronger and more fbcaiy.

H h h h the
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Ihe Flying-Gar-Fish.

•^r'HIS is a far larger Fifli than that properly called the Fly'mg-Fijh: it

X hath a lai^g Duck-like Nofe ; and its Fins are fo large^ that it

t:an raife itfelf out of the Water , but its Flight is fhort.

T'he Flying-Sea-Bat.

THIS is of different Size, from fix to fifteen Inches long
;

tapering

from the Head to the Tail ; the Mouth is clofe to the lowermofl:

Part of the Head ; the lower Jaws are expanded, and terminate in two

long Prickles, in Length an Lich ; the Eyes are large ; between

thefe the Head finks in, or is much indented
;

this, as well as the Neck,

is cover'd over with a hard Scarf, or thick Coat of Mail, which termi-

nate in two long fharp-pointed Lobes in each fide of the Back ; the reft

of the Body of the Filli, which is of a dark Grey above, and whitifh

under the Belly, is cover'd ov^r with hard fmall Scales ; from behind

the Gills on the Belly-fide rife two Fins ; thefe are in Length about two
thirds of the Length of the Fifh ; with thefe it flics

;
for, when ex-

panded, they are from the Extremity of the one, to the Extremity of

the other Fin, full as broad as the Fifh is long ; thefe Fins are narrow

and ftrong when clofe to the Body ; but towards their Extremities very

membranaceous, thin, and of a black Colour ; the Back is fupplied with

two fmall Fins ; the Belly likewife under the Wings, is guarded with

two Inch-long, foft pointed Horns, the whole Fifh ending in a mid-
dle-fized forked Tail ; thefe when caught with a Hook, and brought

to the Surface, will fly a confiderable Way, unlefs check'd by pulling

the Line : they, as well as the two following, are very feldom to be

met with.

Hhe Guinea-Man.

THIS is confiderably larger than the Flymg-Fijh^ an,d hath a fome-

what Duck- like Nofe, and Fins fo large, that he can raife him-

felf out of the Water, and fly a fmall Diftance, tho' not fo far as the

Flying-FiJJj.

The Ballahw.

THIS is a fmall Fifh, feldom above feven or eight Inches long ; the

under I^art of the Nofe is a great deal longer than the Xipper

:

this likewife by its large Fins, flies a fmall Diftance ; but not near

fo far as tlie Flying-Fijh,

7%e
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T^he Ink-Fish.

THIS is cf the cartilaginous Kind, and hatli been by fcveial

Authors, fo well, and lo often delcribed, that I have nothing

to add, unlefs that the Curious hitherto have in their Accounts look'd.

upon this to be the only one that emits a black Liquid ; v/hercas the

two following are provided with fuch, which they fpirt out to diicolour

the Water when in Danger of being caught. By this Means they efcapc

the Ken of their Eneniies
;

for, as they are not provided with defcnfive

or oRenfivc Weapons, this Liquid, which is as black as Ink, is as

neceffary for their Prefervation, as Swiftnefs is to a Dolphin^ or their

large Fins to any of the Flyi?ig-FiJIj Kind. The blackefh Liquid lies

in the Tail of this Fifh.

I'he Cat of Nine Tails.

TFI I S cartilaginous Fifh, notv/ithftanding its Name, hath but

five infiead of nine Tails ; which in general are not above ten

Inches long, tapering to the Point
;

and, tho' they are but flenderj

yet their Strength and elaftick Power is almoft inconceivable. The
largeft of thefe feldom weighs above a Pound, yet it is found to be a

difficult Tafk for a very able Man to uncling one of them from the

Rocks to which they are fix'd. As cartilaginous Fifhes in general

have no Air Bladders, it is no Wonder that none of this Clafs are found

in deep Waters, their Refidence being chiefly among Shoals and Rocks

between one and fix Foot deep. They feed chiefly upon JVilh^

young Conchsy and Crabs ; the latter it breaks to Pieces, and the former

it fucks out of their very Shells.

The Scuttle Fish.

THIS hath eight Tailsj and often weighs near two Pounds ;

every Part of this Fifh is full of ftrong elaftick Mufcles, efpe-

cially its numerous Tails, which are often fifteen Inches long, tapering

to the Point. This, as well as the htk-FiJJj^ is provided with a black

Liquid, to difcolour the Water, whilft it makes its Efcape from its

Enemy, with this fmall Diflerence, that the Liquid is lodged in the

Head of this, whereas that of the I?tk~FiJh lies in its Tail.

The Triangular Fish.

^ a ^ HIS often grows to be near fifteen Inches long, weighing fix^

J_ feven or eight Pounds ; the Mouth is fmall, and pouched and

tinged with a blackifli Hue for near an Inch round ; the Teeth are

manv,
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many, long and blunt-pointed ; the Body of the whole Fifh is a

triangular Trunk, the Belly-part makii:ig the Bafe of the fmalleft Angle
;

the Skin is black, hard and rough
;
being raifed into innumerable

fmall Angles rep'efenting Fret-Work ; the Mouth lies level with the

Bafe of the Angle which conftitutes the Belly-Part ; its Eyes are large,

and the upper Part of the Head much indented between them ; the

Back is very crooked and fharp-edged, being almoft of the Conliftence

of a Horn ; it hath two fmall Fins poft Bronchia one upon the Back
near the Tail, and one nearly oppolite to it under the Belly ; each

Side of the lowefl: Angle being the Belly-Part is, near the Tail, guarded

with a fhort horny Prickle ; the whole Fifh ending in a forked Tail.

This is delineated in Plate XXVIII.

Ihe Horned Coney Fish.

HIS chiefly differs from that already defcribed, by having its

Head guarded by a Pair of fharp-pbinted Horns of, fometimes,

near an Inch long, bending fomewhat downwards. There is another

temarkable Difference, which is peculiar to this Fifli alone ; for if eaten,

efpecially the Liver and the Head, the Perfon feeding on it will, in a

few Minutes after, be as drunk as if he had drank ftrong Liquor to

Excefs : For his Reafon and his Limbs will fail him, until reftored to

both by a found Sleep.

Ihe Soap Fish.

^
I

HIS is a fmall Fifli, not above fix Inches long ; it is of fo

1^ foapy a Nature, that when caught and ftrongly agitated in

Water, it will caufe aimofl: as flirong a Lather as an equal Quantity of

the beft Soap. I am of Opinion that Nature intended it this Quality

(iince it is incapable of every other Defence) to be as much a Means of
avoiding its Enemy, as the Swiftnefs of fwimming is to fome, or their

Prickles to others : But as the extraordinary Slippinefs of this Fifh can

be no Defence againft an Antagonifl provided with Teeth, therefore I

beg Leave to conjedlure that its natural Enemy is among the cartilagi-

nous Clafs of Fifh (efpecially as it is alway found feeding near the

Shore ;) and none more likely of this Kind than the Cat of Nine 'Tails

^

and Sctittle-FiJJj ; for thefe, by their numerous Tails which have fo

ftrong a mufcular Force, grafp and hug their Prey to Death, unlefs by
its Slippinefs it can difentahgle itfelf from them : The Strength of the

above-mention'd Tails is otherwife fo great, that by fixing their Heads,
and, perhaps, fome of their Tails to a Rock in the Bottom under
Water, and the remaining round the Arm of the Perfon diving for

them, there hath been one Inflance of the Diver not being able either

to
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to pluck up the Fi(h clinging to the Rock, nor to extricate jiimfclf

from it, and confequcntly pcrifhing in the Attempt.

Tne Old Man.

TPI I S Fifli is about eleven Inches long from the Head to the

Tail, and about feven in Breadth ; the Head and Mouth arc-

fmall ; the Teeth many and fharp; the vvhole Skin is black and rougli :

It hath two very remarkable Prickles upon the Back, not far from the

Tail ;
thefe, when the Fifh feeds, are coucliant clofc to the Back

;

but, when annoy'd, are eredl and prove offenfive or defenfive Weapons
;

but as they have no membranaceous Web to fupport them by its Eli^.f-

ticity, as mod other Fifh (which Nature hath endued with Prickles)

have, to fupply this feeming AVant, this Fifh can, by the Help of \'en'

ftrong Mufcles, join'd to the Root of thefe Prickles, raifc them in an

inftant upright, ready to guard himfelf or annoy his Enemy
;

and,

ieven when the Fifh is dead^ if both tliefc Prickles (the uppcrmoft

being above an Inch and a Quarter long) are lifted up into an upright

Polition, the largeft falls into a Socket in the Back-Bone ; where it

will remain unmoveable, and will fooner break than bend. But as a

fmall Touch upon the Trigger of a Gun's Lock will bring down the

Cock from its full Bent, fo the leaft Motion or Touch upon the lower

Prickle will, in an inftant, bring down the upper clofe to the Back.

'ihe OlId Wife.

THIS differs very little from the laft defcribed ; each having

their two Fins fofi Bj-onchia ; one on the Back, and one under

the Belly, of equal Size and Pofition, as well as the Make of their

forked Tail alike : However there is this material Difference, that as

the former hath its Prickles upon the Back near the Tail, this hath

them near the Head, with this additional Circumftance, that, inftead

of two, it hath three Prickles, but equally intended to be its Safe-guard.

^he Jack.

THIS Fifh is about fix Inches long, and heai: two broad from

the Back to the lower Part of the Belly ; the Eyes very large

in Proportion to the Bignefs of the Fifh, and is furrounded with a

yellow Iris ; it liath two narrow, ftiarp-pointed Fins poft Bronchia
;

[one ftreight, one under the Belly, and another upon the Back as far

as the Navel ;] likewife a Pair of fmall ones under the upper Part of

the Belly : Oppofite to thefe on the Back are likewife two fmall, prickly

Fins ; the Back from Head to Tail is blackifh, and the Belly of a Sil-

ver-white : Thefe are often caught in very great Numbers in Nets.

I i i i They
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They are in Tome Seafons of the Year, efpecially, when caught in Chriji-

Chufch Parifh or thereabouts, very poifonous ; at fuch Times there are

generally in their Gills two fmall red Lumps ; and when they are

fufpedled to be poifonous, they try the Experiment upon a Duck,

by giving her one of thefe to fwallow ; and if at that Seafon it i§

poifonous, the Duck dies in about two Hours*

The Dolphin.

1 H E ridiculous Reprefentation of this Fifli by moft Painters and

Engravers (even after its true Shapes being fo well known) is a

ftrong Inftance that vulgar Errors are but with great Difficulty got

over. It is fo far frdm having a large Head and GilU, a crooked,

thorny Back, &c. as generally reprefented, that it is one of the

ftreighteft Fifh that fwims. This is delineated in Plate XXIX.

vide Cham
bus's Dic-

ticna y.

M
The Sea Tortoise.

O S T, if not all Authors, who have treated of this fcarce-

to-be-called amphibious Animal, have inadvertently rank'd it

among the teftaceous Kind ; tho' it is apparently otherwife by its nu-
merous ftrong Ribs and Back-Bone : The feveral Lamina, which
adorn and fortify its Back, are fo far from being of the Shell-Kind,

that they are rather an elaftick, tranfparent, horny Subftance. A late

cltmlcrs,
ingenious and very ufeful Author hath been much impofed upon, by
a pretended Defcription of this Animal

;
efpecially where he afferts

that the Under-Shell is what alone is made Ufe of • and that to

feparate this from the upper. Fire is made underneath ; and that as

foon as it is heated, the Shell becomes eafily feparable, and fo taken

off with the Point of a Knife, and that with fo little Prejudice, that

the Tortoifey being afterwards permitted to go into the Sea, not only

lives, but hath its Armour or Shell foon renewed. Thus that induf-

trious and learned Gentleman, whilft laudably defirous to give Man-
kind as true a Defcription of this, as he does of almofi: every Thing
he treats of, wasmuch impofed upon by his Informer. ThisMisfortune will

fometimes happen, when our Informations come from Perfons, who are

fond of aggrandizing, or lefTening what is, or is not, agreeable to their

own favourite Opinions, or groundlefs Imaginations. The Defcription

of the Tortoife juft now mentioned, is fo far from being true, that the

lower Shell, or what is fo called, is of no Manner of Ufe, the upper

alone being of Service ; nor can this be come at 'till the Tortoife is not

only dead, but all the Flefli likcwife taken from the Ribs and Back ; it

is not till then that a Fire is madt under the infide of the Upper-Shell

(as I fhall in Conformity to the received Opinion call it
;
though

it is manifc'ft it is not a Shell from its elaftick Quality. ) And
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when this Heat hath penetrated thro* the Ribs, and a criifliy hard

Siibilance ^hich covers tliem, that the feveral fohaceoirs Lamina, gciic-

rally about fixteen in Number, begin to exfoliate on the Outfide : thofe

about the Shoulders arc the thickcft and beft. The Back of a Tortoife

is convex, and the Belly-part flat ; it is cover'd all over, except near the

Neck, the Anus, and under the Fins, with what we have called a

fhelly Subftance; the upper and the under Parts being both of them
clofely join'd together, by this ftrong Armour, The Penis of a Male
Tortoife of any coniiderable Bignefs, is full twelve Inches long ; and its

Tefticles are as delicious as thefe of Lambs : in Cooting-tin^.c, the Male
and Female remain in Coition, eight or nine Days, fome fay more ; at

the Expiration of which Time the Male is fo reduced, that lie is fcarcc

. able to fwim, his Callapee (being the Belly-part) becomes from a hard
• horny Subflance, as foft almoft as a Jelly. I'he Penis dryed and gi\ en

.in Powder, is looked upon by fome to be a fovereign Remedy againfl

the Gravel.

Of the three different Sorts that frequent, or are bred near thefe Weji-

India Iflands, the Hawli s Bill alone affords what is commonly call'd the

Tortoife-fhell. The two other Species, (viz.) the Green and the Yellow,

•or Mulatto Tortoife, have each of them fuch Shells, divided into as many
regular Lamina, but they are fo very thin as not to be fit for ufe. A
Tortoife hath four Fins, with which it paddles whilfl: in the Water, not

much different from the Strokes of Oars; and it is likewife by the Help

ofthefe that the Female glides along the Sand, when fhe comes on Shore to

lay herEggs. The commonMethod oftaking them, is to pitch Nets with

Very large Meffies, in the Bays where they frequent, to feed upon the green,

broad- leafd Mofs that grows at different Depths in the bottom of the Sea

;

when taken entangled in thefe Nets alive, they may be brought afhore,

and kept fome Weeks alive without any Suftenance • for feveral Days

after they are taken, they figh heavily ; if they die in the Net, they

{link in lefs than an Hour's time ; but if killed, which is done by cut-

ting the Throat, (to give vent to the Blood which is always as cold as

Water) the Flefh will keep not only uncorrupted, but tho' cut in Pieces,

the fore Quarter and Callapee will continue to have a ftrong, lively, muf-

cular, convulflve Motion, for fourteen, or even eighteen Hours ; for if

at that Time it is pricked with a Pin or Fork, it vt^ill move and contra6l

itfelf viflbly. Some Part of the Flefh cuts reddifh^ refembling coarfc

Beef ; another Part as white as a Chicken j the Fat about the Fins

and the Guts, is fomewhat Yellowifh, but the far greater Part, clofe to

the upper and under Shell, is as green as a Leek; they are caught of

different Sizes ; the largeft that hath been taken in this Ifland, within

my Remembrance^ did not exceed four hundred Weight. They are

often ignorantly reprefented to have three Hearts ; this Miftake arifes

from their having two large Auricles, one on each Side of it ; the Blood in

this Animal is very grofs, cold and vifcid ; and as the Heart hath but
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cne Ventricle, its Circulation is performed after the fame Manner as in

a Frog; in which, not above one third paffes through the' Lungs; it is

likewife owino- to the Coldnefs of the Blood, its flow Motion, and thick

Armour with which the Toi^toife is furrounded, that it is at a very little

Expence of Spirits by tranfpiration ; and confequently hath lefs Need
of a frefli Recruit : The Liver is large, and ofa dark Green, and the great

Gut or Colon, on the outiide full ot feeming Prickles; how^ever their Point*

•are foft and pliable, theFlelh w^hen baked or ftewed, is a moft delicious and

nourifliing Diet ; the young Ones are often caught with a Hook and

Line: the propereft Bait for this Purpofe is a Sea-Bladder; and thev

are likewife fometimes drawn ailiore in Nets. There is another Method
of taking the larger Sort, efepecially the Females, by watching their

<;oming aihore in the Night, upon the dry, fandy Bays, in the Months
of ytme^ y^^b-) ^^K^^ft'i Septejnber^ in which laying Seafons, after

they have crav/led above High-Water-Mark, they dig with their Fins

(whith are ftrong, nervous, and flelhy) a Hole of about two Feet deep,

in the loofe Sand, in which the Female lays fometimes an hundred or

more Eggs ; the outward Tegument of thefe is rather fkinny than fhelly,

its Shape is round, of about an Lich and a Quarter Diameter ; the in-

Ude of the Egg is yellow, and to the Tafte fomewhat gritty. After

thefe Eggs are thus depolited in the Sand, the Tortoife fills up the Hole
m fo nice a Manner, that it will be fcarce perceivable that the Sand had
been difturb'd ; and the Eggs, by the Heat of the Sun, will, in nine

Weeks, be hatched, and the young Tortoifes immediately crawl into the

Sea.

Before wx conclude this Defcription, it will not be impertinent to ob-

ferve, that the Ancients knew the Value of the Tortoife-Flefh in Phy-
fiok, as well as of its Shell for making the Lyre. The former appears

from Nicaj^der^ in his Poem call'd Alexipharma\ and Horace fpeaking

of the Lyre made of the Tortoife-fhell, fays,

tefludifiis atiretz

Dulcem quce firepituin Fieri temperas

mutis quoque pifcibus

Donatura cycni^ ft libeat^ fonum.

By the Word pifcibus, it is evident, that the Lyre mentioned by Ho-
race was made with the Shell of the Sea-Tortoife, which maketh Ufe
of Fins to fwim with as a Fifli j whereas the Land-Tortoife (tho* the

Shell of this hath been often us'd in Greece to the fame Purpofe) is

arm'd with Claws, and is at moft but barely an amphibious Animal

;

whereas the other, applied here by HoracCy is almoft intirely an
A(^uatic»
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T^he Sea-Horse.

AS I never faw this Animal 'till it was fhrivd'cl and dry'd up,

I will not pretend to defcribe it
;
any farther, than that by its

Trunk it feems to be a Fifh which fucks in its Nourillimcnt.

Of Fresh Water Fish.

OF this Kind we have very few intirely peculiar to the frcfK Water

;

that is, which breed in it ; the greatcft Part being generally,

when very young, the Inhabitants of the Sea ; when the great Current

of our Land-Floods breaks thro' the Banks of our frefh Water Ponds,

caufing by this Means a Communication for fome Time with the Sea,

feveral Sorts of young Fifh fvvim from the fait into the frefli AVater
;

and from thefe Ponds they are caught, and carried into others fc/cral

Miles up in the Country;

A Caffum*

THIS is a large, fcaly Fifh, often weighing fifteen Pounds
;

and meafuring about three Feet in length. The Head is fmall in

Proportion to the reft of the Body ; the under Jaw is longer than the

upper ; its Eyes are large, incircled with a broad, golden Iris. The
Back is of a dark blue, and the Sides and Belly of a fhining Silver-Co-

lour; it hath one Fin upon the Back, two pqfl Bronchia^ two under the

Belly, and one near the Tail, which ends forked. This FiOi is gene-

rally very poor whilfl in the Sea, but foon grows very fat in Land-

Ponds, where they are fed with the Guts of Fowls, fmall FiiL, or up-

on Pond-Bugs, their moft natural Food in this Situation.

I'he Mullet.

THESE are of two Sorts, the Sea arid the frefh Water Mullet
;

the former is of a light-grey upon the Back and Sides ; the latter

of an iron-grey, and the Scales very remarkably divided in regular

Rows upon their Sides and Backs.

The Carmow-Mullet.

THJ S differs from the former by the Greatnefs of its BlIk,

efpecially its Head, which is remarkably large and flat ; thcis;

often weigh above two Pounds, being very fat and delicious Eating.

K k k k
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l^he Mud-Fish,

THERE are three Sorts of Mud-Fijh ; the firft and fmalleft fome-

what refembling Smelts in its Make ; the fecond is the Mangrove
Mud-Fijh ; this is thicker and larger, and hath often large Roes in it

;

the third and largeft is the Logger-Head-Mud-Fijh ; this hath a large

Head and Eyes, the former fomewhat flattifh ; and are often a Foot long

;

every Species of thefe are juftly efteemed to be very delicate Eating.

The two firfl: Fins appear poji Brojichia^ with two fmaller in a di-

rect Line under the Gullet ; it hath likewife one continued membra-
naceous Fin from the Navel to near the Tail, with another oppo-

fite of equal Length upon the Back. The whole Fifh is covered with

many fmall Scales, and ends with a round pointed Tail.

Ihe Star-Fish.

THIS is here likewife call'd the Five-Finger d-FiJhy and but

very fcldom taken.

I'he Shark.

Is H A L L take my Leave of the Deep and its Inhabitants with a

Defcription, or rather curfory Obfervation, of the Shark^ a Fifh

well known both in the Northern and Southern Seas for its ravenous

Nature
;

preying upon mofl: Animals that come in its Way. The
young Sharks^ upon Sight of Danger, flip in through the Mouth of

of the Parent Sharks and, when the Danger is over, iffue forth to

their proper Element again.

Thefe Creatures are fometimes feen very numerous among the Ships

in Carlijle-Bay \
efpecially when there are many VefTels with Slaves

from Guinea : For fome Hundreds of thefe poor Wretches being often

crouded together in one Bottom, a great many of them die with va-

rious Difeafes ; and being thrown over- board, bring together fo great

a Multitude of thefe voracious Animals, that it is not fafe at fuch

Times for the fatigued Sailors to refrefh themfelves by bathing in the

Bay. And here let me take Occafion to teffify my Efteem of thefe dar-

ing and profitable Adventurers of the Deep, by refcuing from Oblivion

a memorable Atchievement of a common Sailor in the Deftrudion of a

Shark : And when the Principle which prompted him to fo very un-

equal and hazardous a Combat, and the Intrepidity of the Adion it-

felf are confidered, abftradedly from the low and mean Circumflances

of the Perfon, it will perhaps appear to be as heroic an Inftance of

difintereflcd Friendfhip and perfonal Bravery, as any recorded in

Hiflory.

About
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About the latter End ofQueen y^;?;2^'s Wars, Captain Joh?! Beams Com-

mander of the York Merchant^ arrived at Barbados from Engiaiul.

Having difembark'd the lafl: Part of his Loading, which was Coals, the

Sailors, who had been employ'd in that dirty Work, ventured into the

Sea to wafh themfelves ; there they had not been long, before a Pcrfon

on Board 'fpyed a large Shark making towards them, and gave them
Notice of their Danger

;
upon which they fwam back and reach 'd the

Boat, all but one ; him the Monfter overtook almoft within Rc:ich of

the Oars, and griping him by the Small of the Back, his devouring

Jaws foon cut afunder, and as foon fwallow'd the lov/cr Part of his Bo-

dy ; the remaining Part was taken up and carried on Board, wliere his

Comrade was. His Fricndfhip with the deccafed had been long diftin-

guifhed by a reciprocal Difcharge of all fuch endearing Offices, as im-

ply'd an Union and Sympathy of Souls. When he faw the fevcr'd

Trunk of his Friend, it was with an Horror and Emotion too great for

Words to paint. During this affeding Scene, the infatiable Shark was

feen traverfing the bloody Surface in Search after the Remainder of his

Prey ; the refb of the Crew thought themfelves happy in being on

Board, he alone unhappy, that he was not within Reach of the Deffroy-

er. Fired at the Sight, and vowing that he would make the Devourcr

difgorge, or be fwallowed himfelf into the fame Grave,— He plunges

into the Deep, arm'd with a large fharp-pointed Knife. The Shark no
fooner faw him, but he made furioufly towards hini,—both equally eager,

the one of his Prey, the other of Revenge. The Moment the Shark

open'd his rapacious Jaws, his Adverfary dextroufly diving, and graf-i-

ing him with his left Hand fomewhat below the upper Fins, fbccelsfully

employs his Knife in his right Hand, giving him repeating Stabs in the

Belly : the enraged Shark, after many unavailing Eitorts, hnding liim-

felf overmatch'd in his own Element, endeavours to difengage himfelf,

ibmetimes plunging to the Bottom, then mad with Pain, rearing his un-

couth Form (now ftain'd with his own ftreaming Blood) above the foam-

ing Waves. The Crews of the furroundiiig VefTels faw the unequal

Combat, uncertain from Which of the Combatants the Streams of Bleed

iffued ; till at length, the Shark, much weakcn'd by the Lofs of Blood,

made towards the Shore, and with him his Conqueror
;
who, flufii'd

with an Affurance of Vidlory, pufhes his Foe with redoubled Ardour,

and, by the Help of an ebbing Tide, dragging him on Shore, rips up his

Bowels ; and unites and buries the fevcr'd Carcafe of his Friend in one

hofpitable Grave.

The Story, I confefs, is of fo extraordinary a Nature, that I would

not have dared to give it my Reader, had T not been authorifed thereto

by the Teftimiony ofa very credible (i)Gentleman, who is ready to conhrm

by Oath, the Truth of what is here related. This Adlicn, intrepid as

it is, will unqueftionably fall under the Cenfure of thofc, who are ac-

cuflomcd

(x) Lieut. Cel. HilL ry Rtvje, of St. Lutft Pariili, who was rot fir from the Place when d.is haj-p.-r.ed.
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cuftomed to judge by the Rules of moral or political Fitnefs ; it not

being prudent in any Man to expofe himfelf to Danger, from which he

muft owe his Efcape as much to Chance as Valour, nor confident with

the Value which ought to be fet on the great Gift of Life, to rifque it

upon fmall and inadequate Occafions ; the Exploit therefore had been

more truly heroic, had it been performed for the Prefervation of his

Friend's Life, rather than the Recovery of his Body. But fuch Re-
flections are not the Sentiments of Sailors, a Clafs of Men to whom
Courage is a Virtue, however madly or unfeafonably exerted.

And yet if fuch an Adtion had been recorded of Scifio or Alexander

in the Defence of Leelius or Hephcejlion^ whether it would not have

been celebrated by their Admirers, among the moft fhining and mag-
nanimous Atchievements of thofe renowned Heroes and Friends.

FINIS.

THE



EXPLANATORY

NOTES
O F A LL

Botanical and Technical Terms made ufe

of in the foregoing WORK.

A.

AC IN are fmall Grains growing in Bunches, after the man-
ner of Elder-tree Berries in England^ and yellow Hercules

Berries in this Ifland*

Apices or Summits^ arc thofe Bodies which contain the Farina fcecun-

dans. They generally hang upon flender Threads called Chives.

Aromatic Plants, are thofe whofe Leaves or Branches have an odori-

ferous Scent, as Rofemary, Lavender, ^c.

B;

BAtciferous Trees, are thofe which bear Berries. A Berry is a

flelliy Fruit inclofing feveral Seeds.

Bulhous-ro&ted Plants, are of two Sorts, viz. tunicated or coated

Roots, which confift of feveral Coats involving each other, as the

Onion, Tulip, &^c. The other fquammofe or fcaly, which coniafts

of feveral Scales lying over each other, as the Lily, ^c.

Llll C. CAP-
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C.

CApfula^ is the dry Huik or Veflel of Plants, in which the Seeds

are contained.

Calyx, is the Flovver-cup, or thofe green Leaves which cover and

embrace the Flower. Thefe in fome Plants afterward inclofe the

Seeds. Thofe Plants whofe Flowers have no Petals fo inclofed, are

termed apetalous. This is by fome called the Empalement of the

Flower.

Catkin or lulus, is an Aggregate of Summits, colled:ed into a long Body
in form of a Rope. Thefe are the Male Flowers of Trees.

Chives ^ are thofe flender Bodies which furround the Ovarium in the

Centre of Flowers, and fupport the Summits.

Clavicle or Tendril (Capreolus) is a Part of a Stalk curling and laying

hold on any adjacent Body. As in the Vine, Briony, ^c.
Clavicles, Clafpers, or Tendrils, are the young Shoots of creeping

fcandent Plants ; it is by thefe that they take hold of the neighbour-

ing Trees or Rocks ; and fometimes, if thus fupported, they grow to

a greater Height : Of this kind are the Clafpers ofthe Grape, Vine,

and moft others of that Tribe.

Coagulation, is the condenilng or thickening the Juices of any Tree

or Plant, by the Heat of the Sun.

Coronated or umbilicated Fruits, are thofe which have their Calyx or

Empalement of the Flower growing on their Top, as the Medlar,

Pear, Apple, &'c.

Corrugated, or wrinkled, as the Leaves of Baum, Mint, ^c,
Crenated, or notch'd Leaves, are thofe, whofe Edges are cut into fe-

veral obtufe Angles.

Corymbiferous Plants, are fuch as have a compound or difcous Flower

;

the Seeds having no Down flicking to them.

D.

DEntated Leaves, are fuch as have their Edges notch'd, fome-

what like the Teeth of a Saw.

Digitated or finger'd Leaves, are thofe which are divided into feveral

Parts, which are conneded together at the Tail, fo as in fome

meafure to refemble a Hand, as in the Cinquefoil, Lupine,

E.

EChinated Pods, or Leaves, are thofe that are fet round with

Prickles, fuch as the Pods of Horfe-nickers in this Ifland, and
Holly-leaves in England,

F. Fifiular

t
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F:

FIfiular Flovversj are fiich are compounded of many long

hollow fmall Flowers like Pipes, all divided into many Jags at

the End.
,

Falcated Pods, arc thofe which bend in like an Flook or Semicircle.

Foliolay are thofe fmall Leaves which grow along the Mid-rib of the

Leaf, in compound Leaves.

G.

GLaucous Leaves or. Stalks, are of a whitifh-green Colour,

fomewhat of a bluifh Caft ; fuch are the Leaves of the

French Sorrel in England^ and of the blue Edda in thefe Parts.

Galeated or hooded Flowers, are fuch; , whole upper Part refembles a

kind of Helmet or Hood, as in the Flower of Sage.

Granatedy Or that Fruit which is compos'd of many Grains or Ker-

hels.

HRrbaceous Leaves, are fuch long fmall Leaves as come neareft

in Shape and Colour to that of common Grafs ; fuch are the

Leaves of Reed^.

r

I.

IU L ly are Catkins, being Bunches of fmall diifty Flowers grow-

ing upon feveral Trees and Shrubs, fuch as Haflels and Walnuts.

Indented Leaves, are fuch as are flightly indented oh their Edges.

LAhiated Flowers, are difforni monopetalous Flowers, divided

ufually into two Lips, as in Sage and Rofemary.

Lactniated Leaves, are thofe which are naturally jagg'd or notched to

the Mid-rib by Vermin;

Ligul<z^ or fmall Strings.

M. Mem--
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M.

MEmbra7iaceous^ when taken in a Botanical Senfe, is generally ap-

plied to the feveral thin Filaments, which diftinguifh fbme
partitional Cells from each other, as in the Pomegranate Fruit.

Monopetalous Flowers^ are thofe which have but one Leaf, or Petal,

which, tho' it is feemingly cut into Four or Five fmall Petals, or

Flower-leaves, yet they are all one Piece.

Murkated^ prickly Leaves.

N.

NErvous Leaves^ are thofe which confift of many Ribs or Fibres.

Nuciferous Trees, or Shrubs, are fuch which bear Nuts.

o
O.

R yjE, the Extremities of feveral Kinds of Flowers.

P.

PAntcle, is a Stalk diffufed into feveral Pedicles, fuftaining the

Flowers or Fruits, as in Oats,, ^c.
PapiUonaceoics Flowers^ are thofe which refemble a Butterfly with the

Wings extended, as in Peas and Beans in Englandy as well as in the

Pigeon-Pea-Tree BloflToms in this Ifland.

Pappofe Seedsy are fuch as have a downy Subftance fitting on the Top
of each Seed, as the Dandelion, Scorzonera, &^c.

Parafitical Shrubs or Plants, are thofe which derive their Nourifh-

ment from other Plants ; thus the Mifletoe from the Oak in Eng'
and, and from the Orange Tree here.

Pennated or Winged heaves, are fuch as are compounded of* mai^
fmall Leaves or Lobes, placed along the middle Rib, either alter-

nately, or by Pairs. When the middle Rib is terminated by an od4
Lobe, it is faid to be unequally pennated-, and equally pennated, when
it is not terminated by an odd Lobe.

Petals, are the fine-colour'd Leaves of the Flowers, to diftinguifh them
from the Leaves of the Plant.

Pedicles, or the Foot-ftalks of any Leaf, Fruit, or Flower,

Pm-
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Pendulous Flowers^ are thofe which hang downwards ; fuch as the Aloe

Flower.

Piftii, is that Body which arifes in the Centre of Flowers, and gene-
rally fupports the Ovary.

Pimzce. The Number of thefe are reckoned from the Number of the fe-

veral Pairs of winged Leaves upon a Branch.

Pomiferous Trees or Shrubs^ are thofe which bear Apples, or fomc
Fruit of the Apple-kind, fuch as Oranges and Lemons.

Pruniferous Treesy &^c. are thofe which bear Plums.

REticulated Bark or Subfiance^ is that which is compofed of a
ftrong, Net-like Structure : Such is the mod fubftantial Part of

the Body of a Popais-tree.

Rugofe. This is a Term chiefly made ufe of with regard to the Bark of

fuch Trees as are wrinkled, or furrowed.

SEtcCy are thofe ftiff fmall Hairs which ofterl cover the Leaves, or

the Stalks, of Plants ; fuch as Nettles, and the Foot-ftalks of

^elly-achs.

Sca?tdent Plants^ are thofe whofe Stalks are too weak to fupport them
upright ; therefore by their Clafpers or Tendrils they faftcn unto,

or climb up, the neighbouring Trees
;
by which means they often

grow to a great Height ; fuch is the Ivy in England^ and all man-
ner of wild Wyths in this Ifland.

Serratedy orfawed Leaves^ are fuch as have acute Notches in their

Edges, refembling the Teeth of a Saw.

Stellated Plants^ are thofe whofe Leaves grow round the Stalks at cer-

tain Intervals in the Form of a Star with Beams ; as Croflwort in

Englandy and Star-grafs in this Ifland.

Sjliquofe, All Trees, Shrubs, and Plants which bear Pods, are of this

Kind.

Spathuy is that Part of a Plant v/hich inclofcs the Flowers of the

.
Palms, -^c.

Sta7nina (are the fame as Chives) are thofe fine Threads, Capillaments,

pr Haiis, growing out of the Bottom of the Flower, as from Tulips

in England; and from the Flowers of the Flower-fence in this Ifland.

Thcfe Stamina are generally tip'd with Apices , or fmall Knobs, at

their Points.

M m m m Squammatim^
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x^qucmtmatlm^ in Scales.

iStamineous Fk-duerSj are thofe imperfed ones which want the fine co-

loured Leaves called Petala^ and confift only of the <S'/)'/«x and a^/^-

^rdjta ; iiich as the Flowers of Ackatee.

T.

^
I

^Hrujn^ are thofe fmall fetaceous VtlU^ or ftifF Hairs, rifing and

\^ fonPiing an equal, even, plufliy Bed, in the broad Bottom of a

i'lower, as in the Marygold and the Sunflower.

'Tra7ijherfe FJhs^ are thofe fmaller Ribs or Veins, which crofs the Mdle

Spine, or Ribs which run from the Stalk to the Extremity of the

Leal.

TiStda?' Shaiih or Stalks^ are thofe that are hollow like a Pipe ; fucli

as Popais-flianks in this Ifland, and the Stalks of Hemlock in Eng-

\Latrapetalous Flcnvers^ are thofe that confift but of four fingle-colour-

ed Leaves called Petals^ fet round the Stylus to compofe the Flower.

VErtkillate Plants^ are fuch as have their Flowers intermixed with

fmall Leaves, growing in a Kind of Whorles about the Joints of

the Stalk, as Peny-royal and Harehound in England^ and the

f^iiall white Sage in this lHand.

ulmrary. All Plants that have a healing Quality in their Juices, or

othervv^ife, are called Vulne?'ary Plants,

U.

T 'TMhelliferoiis^ fignifies a Plant that bears many Flowers difcom-

%^ pos'd, iLmewliat like an Umbrella, growing upon many Foot-

ibvlks, like Fennel Angelica, in Engla?jd.

Umhd^ is the Extremity of the Stalk and Branches divided into feve-

yal Pedicles, or Rays, beginning from the fame Point, and opening

in fuch a manner, as to form a kind of inverted Cone, as in a

Parfiiep. When thcfc Pedicles, which furround the Stalks, are again

divided
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divided into others of the fame Form, upon which tlie Flowers ar?j

difpofcd, the firfl are called Rays, and the fecond Pedicles.

Winged Leaves^ are thofc that are fet oppofite to one another

on the Branches ; fuch are the Walnut-tree-leaves in Eng^
land, and the Leaves of the yellow Sauders, with a great many
others, in this Iiland.

N. B. / owe mojl of the above Explanatory Notes to the accurate

Mr, Miller of Chelfea.
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ADDENDA.
To the Account of the Murex, ending in Page 275. add^

TH E feveral Authors who have treated of the Shell-fiOi which

produces the Purple, have, in dcfcribing it, promifcuouily

made ufe of the Words Conchyiimn^ Purpura^ Murex^ and OJlrtwi:

All thefe are here convertible Terms, or figuratively apjilicd to cx-

prefs either the Shell or Shell- fifli, the Tindture it emits, or the

Purple or Crimfon itfelf. The Greeks call'd all Shells Co?ichs ; and

that which afforded the Purple was, by way of Eminence, called

the Conch. From hence Plautus calls purple Tapeflry conchyliata ta-

fetia, yuvenal and Martial have follow'd the Greeks in calling this'

the Conch,

Horujn ego nojt fugiajn conchylia,

JUVEN. III. 8li

Ehria SidoiucB cum Jtnt defanguine conches.

Mart.

There are two Sorts of Shells that are fo term'd : The moft se-

nerally fo called, is that defcribed and delineated by Rondeletius

and others ; this is ftudded with feveral long Prickles, fome of them

chanell'd, and open on one Side, Thro' thcfe Fiffures it is faid that

the Tongue of the Murex darts into the other leffer Shell-fifh, which

thefe Prickles had before perforated, and thus feed upon them. The
other is of the Buccinum Kind we have already defcribed and deli-

neated.

The learned Fabius Columna, as well as many antient Authors fay,

that this is the peculiar Charadteriftic of the true 7yria7t Purple, and

that the other Conchy or Murex^ emits a Liquid which dyes a fine Vio-

let Colour. That there were two Sorts of w^hat is commonly called

the Purple, is evident from a Paffage in Plmy (i)^ where a Perfon

is reprefented faying. Me juve?te violacea purpura vigebat^ cujus

libra (2) denartis centum ve?iibat^ nec mtdto poji rubra 7'are?2tina.

By

(0 Li^- 9. Cap. 29.

(2; Denarius was a Roman Peny, vefy near the Weight of the Attic Drachm, in our Mo-
ney of the Value of Eight-pence Halfpeny Farthing ; feven of them being made out of an

Ounce Troy Weight in the Time of Tiberius. And we read of no higher Vakie cither before

or after that Time •, which alfo continued legal Weight in the Time of Vefpaftan. After this

they weigh'd lefs ; eight of them being made out of an Ounccj which reduced them to Seven-

pence Halfpeny of our Moncy^ For whereas their Libra before contained but eighty-four, it

now contained ninety-fix of them. In the lower Empire they fcarce weigh'd halt fo much in

pure Silver. Tho' this was the Price of this Kind of Purple : Yet the lo-much valuable Tynan

Scarlet was often fold for One thoufand Roman Denarii a Pound i fo that it was ten times as

dear as the common Purple.



ADDENDA.
By the Help of this Diftindion between thefe two Colours, we fliall

be able to throw Light upon feveral Paflages in the Claffic Authors,

otherwife obfcure^ among thefe that of Horace

:

7*6 bis Afro
Murice tinSice

Vejiiwit latKB,

Lib. IL Od. 1 6.

The bis tinSicB hath been generally underftood by Critics of Cloth

double-dy'd in the fame Materials, to give it a deeper Dye ; but may
not we be of Opinion, that this fo much valued Tjrian Purple receiv'd

firft the Tindlure of the Violet Colour mentioned as above ? This being

afterwards dyed in the deep Tjrian Red, the fecond Dying added a

Rednefs to it, which could not have been done by being double-dyed

in the Violet Colour.

That there was one Kind of the Purple of the Antients of a deep Red,

like Blood, is evident from that beautiful Allufion of Ho?mr :

rov (Te

EAaCg TTO^^v^iog ^xvaros x-'fAOiOoi x.^ccTXitj.

From the above-mentioned Mixture of the Violet Colour, and the

deep Tyrian Red, arofe the moft beautiful, and fo valuable flaming

Purple, varying in Degrees, as the Violet, or the Tyrian Red, prevail'd.

Thefe two Colours feem to be hinted at by CatulluSy who, Ipeaking of
the Marriage of Peleus and Thetis^ fays,

'TinBa tegit rofeo conchylis purpurafuco.

And that the latter of thefe was more valuable, appears from its far

greater Price, as well as from its being more frequently defcrib'd as the

moft diftinguifhing Mark of Royalty. Thus Virgily

Et princeps lyrio vejlein prcetexuit ojlro.

And Claudian^ fpeaking of the Marriage of Hojiorius^ fays,

Amplexu caleat purpura regia

Et vefies Tyrio fanguine fulgidas

Alter virgineus nobilitet cruor. Lib. 5. V. 114.

Many likewife are the Inftances in Claflic Authors, to prove that

it is the peculiar Property of the Tyrian Murex to dye red, or of a

crimfon Colour.

Ovid



ADDENDA.
Ovid fays,

Nec quce de Tjrio 7?mrm lana rubet.

And Virglly

Tyrtoque ardebat murice lie^ia. IV. 262.

The fame Author clfewhere calls it the Purple of Sarra f

«

Ut gem?fta bibaty et Sarra7io dormiat ojlro.

From hence Milton takes occafion to defcribe the Drefs of the Arch-

angel defcending to the Earth.

0\r his lucid Arms
A military Vefl of Purple fiowd^

Livelier than Melibean, or the Grain

Of Sarra, wont by Kings and Heroes oldi

larentum feems to be one of thofe Places for preparing the Purple

Dye, efpecially, as Pliny obferves, in the Time of Auguflus ; and the

Ruins of the Buildings, as well as Heaps of broken Shells, remain'd
~ there for feveral Ages after. As thefe Shells producing the Purple

were found in the Mediterranean^ this will perhaps help us to under-

ftand the Force of that Line of Virgil^

In mare purpureum violentior infuit amnis.

Georg. IV. v. 373.

Virgil likewife alludes to this, when he fays,

Lu7nenque juventce

Purpureuttty & Icetos oculis afjidrat honores.

The fame Poet, defcribing the Funeral of Pallas^ gives us to under^

ftand that this Colour was of great Efteem

:

Tunc ge^ninas vefles auroque oflroque rige7ites

Extulit ^7teas : quas illi Iccta laborU77i

Ipfa fuis quo7ida77i 77ianibus Sido7iia Dido

Feceraty &^ te7tui telas difcreverat auro. JEn. XI. 72.

In

-f Sar was the Name of a Phccnician City, afterwards called Tyre.



ADDENDA.
In After-ages it became the diftinguifliing Mark of Royalty, and

made no fmall Part of the Treafures of the Eaftern Monarchs. For
when Alexander the Great had defeated Darius^ and taken the City of

Sufa^ he found among other Spoils to the Value of five thouiand Talents

of Hermo?nc Purple, that had been laid up in Store for near two hun-

dred Years. In Procefs of Time it became (as we have faid) the Mark of

Grandeur and Dignity : Hence to put on the Purple, was to aflume the

Government : And fometimes of Pride ; thus the rich Man is reprefented

in Scripture to be cloathed in fine Linen, and Purple. And as the Ro-

ma72s had a Law forbidding all private Perfons the Ufe of purple Gar-

ments, fo likewife none but Emperors, or fupreme Magilfrates, were
allow'd the Ufe of Purple, inftead of Ink : Hence many of the Roval
Grants and Laws were fign'd with Purple ; and Pamphilus, Apelles\

Mafter, made ufe of this Liquid in painting or enamelling upon Ivory,

which was done by heating the Ivory to a great Degree, and then

pouring into the engraved Lines this liquid Purple. Hence that Epi-

gram of Martial^

B^ijcaujles Phaeton tabula tibi piBus in hac efl.

^uid tibi vis^ Dipyron qui Phaetonta facis f

This Colour was fo admir'd by the Antients, that the Poets

added the Epithet Purple to every thing that was rare, bright, or va-

luable. Hence, by a furprifing poetic Licence, Horace^ fpeaking of a

Swan, fays that he was

Purpureis ales oloribus.

nAGE 195, Line 18, addy The Flowers are fucceeded by Snuff-

^ coloured Pods, thefe are deeply channell'd, and contain feveral

thin fhelled Nuts.
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Scuttle Fifh •

Surinam Scorpion

Sea Scorpion • •—

'

Wild Senna, or, the wild Caffia Fiftula

Senfible Plant

Shooting Sea Egg
Shaddock Tree

Shaddock Tree, the leffer

Wild Shaddock Tree

Shark, a Fifli —

—

Shells, and Shell Fifli

Siliquofe Trees, Shrubs, and Plants -

Silver leav'd Plant —
Wild £'

Snakes

Snake Wood
Snail —
Soap Berry Bufh

Soap Fifli

Sober's Plant

hp

Sodom and Gomorrah,

culous

Nature of the Soil in Barbados

Soldier Bufli

Sour Sop Tree

South Sea Rofe

Sorrel

Wood Sorrel —
White Spanini Afli

Spanifh Afh —

—

Spanifti Needle

Sparrow

Sparrow, the lefier
'

Houfe Spider

Black Spider

Field Spider

Spirit Weed
Spire Shell

Springs, the chief in Barbados

Squaflies

Star FiHi

their Deftrudion

218 Stature of the Negroes

279
155
159

220

114

132
283

305

258
204
198
280
124
125
ib.

312
267
181

222

172
88

223

257
- 149
306
218

mira-

53
19

i6r

- 131
218

204
- 203

191

189
214

74
- ib.

156
284

43
137
312

14
Stopper



I N D E X.

5)top';er Berry Tree

J^torin, a remarkable one

Delcription of a Storm in Job defended

Sea Sucker •

Sugar Apple Tree

Superllition of Negroes

Sweet- Heart

Sweet Wood Tree

T.

P-ge

1 76

28

259
1 29
16

213

^57

TALE, often found mix'd in the Soil of

Barbados 55
Tammattas •

• 148
Tammarind Tree 189
Wild Tammarind • 215
Green Tar in Barbados, and how gathered 50
Its medicinal Qiialities

Teal, a wild Bird

Texts, manv in the Old Teftament, not

Hood, thro' the Ignorance of the Land
lefline —

Thiftle, or Rabbit Weed —
Black Thorn — —
Holy Thorn
White Thorn — — —
ThermopyliE, its Streightsde'cribed

ThruHi, two Species ot them in Barbados

Tides in Barbados —
Top Shell — —
Toad Fifh _ — —
Tobacco — —

—

Tortoife • -—

Chief Towns — —
Indian Towns difcovered in Barbados

American Torch —
Trade Winds — —
Triangular Buccinum —
Triangular Fifli — —
Triton's Trumpets — —
Red Trubba — — -

Tubee Rofe

AVild Tulip

Hen Turd
Turky W^eed

Turk's Head —
Turtle Dove
Large Turtle Dove
Two Penny Chick

VErvaine
Sea- fide Vine

Silver Vine

Hog Vine

Wild Vine

lb.

77
under-

of Pa-

46
— 172

222

— 194

135
— 24

1'-

— 50
— 286

302

171

308
— 6

7

3

285

305— 283
— 148

172

229

155
219

— 226

70
ib.

71

149

243
ib.

ib.

242

WAtcr in Barbados (variou'O

The fpecific Gravity of it

with fome remarkable Sjjaws

A Table of the fpecific Weight of
Inches of this Water compared

Well, what in S:ripturc •

Wells in Barbados —
The Water in Mr. Osborne's Well proved to ex-

cel all other — ib
The Water of Springs and Wells purer than Ri-

ver Water —

.

Weeds
Narrow leav'd Sea Weed
Pond Weed —
Black fringed Sea Weed
Fringe Sea Weed

•- -^'^

compared
ib.

1 5 cubical

45
4+

45

171

252

White narrow leav'd Sea Weed
Long brown Sea W'eed —
White broad leav'd Sea Weed
Pale green Sea Weed -
Brown leav'd Sea Weed
White Fea Weed
New-England Sea Weed
Ruffet narrow leav'd Sea W'ced
Feather Sea Weed .

—

Sea Jew's-Ears — —
Orange Colour Sea W'eed
Black branching Sea Weed
Pennated Sea Weed —
Green broad leav'd Sea Weed
Red leav'd Sea Weed
Grape Sea Weed
Wilk Shell

Blue and White
White Wood Tree •

—

French Willow •

Red Willow
White Willow . —
Black Willow
Dog's Willowy or Rat's Bane

Wyths and Vines

Poifon Wyth
Black Bafket Wyth —
Cow Gut Wyth
Honey Wyth
Pudding Wyth
Poifon Wyth

YAMS, an eatable Root
Prickly Yams

Wild Yams
Yellow Bird —
Wild Yam Vine

lb.

ib.

253
ib.

ib.

ib.

ib.

2^4
ib.

ib.

ib.

ib.

ib.

255
ib.

ib.

256
282

ib.

192
-133

196
ib.

ib.

201

242
166

242
- ib.

iD.

• ib.

244

226

227
ib.
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