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LECTURE XX

REGENERATION

Budding and division—Every theory of regeneration in the meantime only

provisional, a mere 'portmanteau theory'—Regeneration not a primary character

—

Volvox—Hydra—Vital affinities—Planarians^Heteromorphoses—Enemies ofHydroid-

colonies—Regeneration in Plants—In Amphibians—In Earthworms—Different degrees

of regenerative capacity according to the liability of the part to injury—Different results

of longitudinal halving in Earthworms and in Planarians—Regeneration in Birds

—

The disappearance of the power of regeneration is very slow—Morgan's experiments

on Hermit-crabs—Autotomy in Crustaceans and Insects—Regeneration of the lens in

Triton.

We have endeavoured to explain the handing on of the comple-

ment of heritable qualities from one generation to another as due to

a continuity of the germ-plasm, and we assumed that the germ-cells

never arise except from cells in the ' germ-track
'

; that is, from cells

which are equipped, from the fertilized egg-cell onwards, with a com-

plete sample of slumbering germ-plasm, and are thereby enabled

to become germ-cells, and, subsequently, new individuals, in which

the aggregate of inherited primary constituents implied in the germ-

plasm can again attain to development.

We have now to consider other cases of inheritance in relation to

the same problem—the origin of their hereditary equipment.

We know, of course, that new individuals may arise apart from

germ-cells, that, in many of the lower animals and in plants, they

may arise by budding and fission.

For both these cases the germ-plasm theory will suffice, with

a somewhat modified form of the same assumption which we made in

regard to the formation of germ-cells. The origin of a new individual

by budding seems often, indeed, to proceed from any set of somatic

cells in the mother animal ; but somatic cells, if they contain solely

the determinants controlling themselves, cannot possibly give rise to

a complete new individual, since this presupposes the presence of all

the determinants of the species. But as these determinants cannot

be formed de novo, the budding cells must contain, in addition to the

usual controlling somatic determinants, idioplasm in a latent, inactive

state, which only becomes active under certain internal or external

influences, and then gives rise to the formation of a bud. The source

II. v>
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2 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

of this accessory idioplasm must, however, be looked for only in the

egg-cell.

In plants this bud-idioplasm must be complete germ-plasm,

because the budding starts only from one kind of cell, the cambium-

cells ; but in animals in which—as it seems—it always proceeds from

at least two different kinds of cells—those of the ectoderm and those

of the endoderm— the matter is more complex. In this case these

two kinds of cells will contain as bud-idioplasm two different groups

of determinants, which mutually complete each other and form

perfect germ-plasm, and only the co-operation of these two sets will

give rise to the formation of a bud. I will not, however, go further

into detail in regard to these relations, for the theory can do nothing

more here than formulate what has been observed ; it is hardly in

a position to help us to a better understanding of the facts.

The case is not much clearer in regard to the processes which

lead to the replacing of lost parts. The manifold phenomena of

regeneration can also be brought into harmony with the theory, if we
attribute to those cells from which the replacing or entire reconstruc-

tion of the lost part arises an ' accessory-idioplasm,' which, at least,

contains the determinants indispensable to the building up of the part.

It is possible that the assumed accessory idioplasm frequently contains

a much larger complex of determinants, and that it depends on the

liberating stimuli which, and how many of these, will become active.

If we take a survey of regenerative phenomena in the animal

kingdom, it sti-ikes us at once that the capacity is very different in

different species, extraordinarily great in some and very slight in

others. In general it is greater in lower animals than in higher, but,

nevertheless, the degree of differentiation cannot be the only factor

that determines the capacity for regeneration. That unicellular

organisms can completely replace lost parts, that even a piece of an

infusorian can reconstruct the whole animal if only the piece contain

a part of the nucleus, we have already seen when discussing the signi-

ficance of the nuclear substance. In this case the nucleus must
contain the complete germ-plasm, that is, the collective determinants

of the species, and these induce the reconstruction of the lost part,

though they do so in a way that is still entirely obscure to us. In

the meantime, our interpretation will not carry us further, either here

or in regard to any other order of vital phenomena. To go further

would be little short of propounding a causal theory of life itself
; it

would mean having a complete and real 'explanation' of what 'life' is.

As yet no one has been able to claim this position. We can see the

different stages through which everyorganism passes, and that they arise
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REGENERATION 3

one out of the other ; we can even penetrate down to the succession of

those delicate and marvellously complex processes which effect nuclear

and cell-division; but we are still far from being able to deduce,

except quite empirically, from the present state of a cell what the

succeeding one will be, that is, from being able to understand the

succession of events as a necessary nexus which could be predicted.

How a biophor comes to develop from itself the phenomena of life is

quite unknown to us ; we know neither the interaction of the ultimate

material particles nor the forces which bi'ing it about; we cannot

tell what moves the hordes of different kinds of biophors to range

themselves together in a particular order, what molecular displace-

ments and variations arise from this, or what influence the external

world has, and so forth. We see only the visible outcome of an end-

less number of invisible movements—growth, division, multiplication,

reconstruction, and differentiation.

As long as we are so far from an understanding of life no theory

of regeneration can be anything more than a ' portmanteau theory,' as

Delage once expressed himself in relation to the whole theory of

inheritance, a theory which is like a portmanteau in that one can

only take out of it what has previously been put in. If we wish to

explaiu the renewal of the aboral band of cilia in a Stentor, we first

pack our trunk, in this case the nucleus of the Infusorian, with the

determinants of the ciliated region, and then think of these as being

liberated by the stimulus of wounding, and being brought to and

arranged in the proper place by unknown forces to reconstruct the

ciliary region in some imknown way. No one could be more clea:rly

aware than I am that this is not an exhaustive causal explanation of

the process itself. Nevertheless, it is not quite without value, inas-

much as it allows us at least to bring the facts together in rational

order—in this case the dependence of the faculty of regeneration on

the presence of nuclear substance—under a formula which we can use

provisionally, that is, with which we can raise new questions. As

soon as we ascend higher in the series of organisms the theory gains

a greater value, for, while we leave altogether out of account any

answer to the ultimate question, and thus renounce for the present

the attempt to find out how the determinants set to work to call to

life the parts which they control, we are brought face to face with

other, in a sense, preliminary questions which we can solve, and the

solution of which seems to me at least not entirely without value.

The first of these questions runs thus : Is the power of regenera-

tion a fundamental, primary character of every living being in the

sense that it is present everywhere in equal strength, independently

B 2

Digitized by Microsoft®



THE EVOLUTION THEORV

of external conditions,

primary characters of

and thus is an inevitable outcome of the

the living substance? Or is it, though

primaeval in its beginnings, a phenomenon of adaptation, which

depends on a special mechanism, and does not occur everywhere in

equal extent and potency ?

We have already become acquainted with some facts which must

incline us to the latter view

zckl

Fig. 35 B (repeated). Hydra viri-

dis, the Green Fresliwater Polyp.

Section through the body-wall,

somewhere in the direction of ov

in Fig. 35 A. Eiz, the ovum lying in

the ectoderm (cc(), and including

zoochlorellas (schl) which have im-
migrated from the endoderm ^»j()

through the supporting lamella

{st). After Hamann.

The globular Alga-colonies of Volvox

(Fig. 63) consist of two kinds of cells,

of which only one kind, the reproductive

cells, possess the power of reproduchig

the whole, the others, the flagellate, or,

as wo called them, somatic cells, being

only able to produce their like, but never

the whole.

New investigations which have been

carried out by Dr. Otto Hiibuer in my
Institute have placed these facts beyond

doubt. We may conclude that, in

this case, a disintegration of the germ-

plasm has taken place during ontogeny,

by means of differential cell-division, so

that only the reproductive cells i-eceive

the complete germ-plasm, while the

somatic cells receive only the deter-

minants necessary to their own specific

differentiation, the somatic determinants.

In this case regeneration and repro-

duction coincide ; thei-e is no regeneration

except the origin of a new individual

from a reproductive cell.

Let us now ascend to the lowest of

the Metazoa, for instance, the freshwater

polyp, Hydra (Fig. 35 A), and we find a

high degree of regenerative capacity in

the restricted sense, for, in addition to the

power of producing germ-cells, that is, cells which, when two combine

in amphimixis, give rise again to a new animal, almost any part of

the polyp can regrow a whole animal. Not only has Hydra been cut

in from two to twenty different pieces, but it has even been chopped

up into innumerable fragments, and yet each of these, under favour-

able circumstances, was able to grow again into a complete animal.

Nevertheless, we are not justified in concluding that every cell
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REGENERATION 5

possesses the power of i-eproducing the whole. If, with the help of

a bristle, we turn one of these polyps outside in like the finger

of a glove, and then prevent it turning right again by sticking the

bristle transversely through it, it does not live, but soon dies,

obviously because the cells of the two layers of the body, ectoderm

and endoderm, cannot mutually replace each other, and cannot

mutually produce each other. The inner layer, now turned outwards,

cannot resist the influence of the water, and the outer layer, now
turned inwards, cannot effect digestion ; in short, one cannot be trans-

formed into the other, and we must therefore conclude that both are

specialized, that they no longer contain the complete germ-plasm, but
only the specific determinants of ectoderm and endoderm respectively.

The animal's high regenerative capacity must therefore depend
on the fact that certain cells of the ectoderm are equipped with the

complete determinant-complex of the ectoderm, in the form of an
inactive accessory idioplasm, which is excited to regenerative activity

by the stimulus of wounding, and that, in the same way, the cells of

the endoderm are equipped with the whole determinant-complex of

the endoderm. It need not be decided whether all or only many
of the cells, perhaps the younger ones, are thus adapted for regenera-

tion ; in any case a great many of them must be distributed through-

out the whole body, with perhaps the exception of the tentacles,

which are by themselves unable to reproduce the whole animal.

When the animal is mutilated, the cells of both layers, equipped with

their respective determinant-aggregates, co-operate in reproducing the

whole from a part.

It is true that even with these assumptions we only reach the

threshold of a real explanation. For, given that all the determinants

of the species must be present in a fragment, we are not in a position

to show how these set about reconstructing the animal in its integrity,

and the most that we can say is, that it must depend on the specific

kind of stimulus to which each of the cells is exposed through its

direct and more remote environment, which determinants are to be

first liberated, and therefore which parts are to be reconstructed.

That there are at work regulative forces, such as we were already

compelled to assume in regard to the division and regeneration of

unicellular organisms, as to the nature of which we cannot yet make
any definite statement, but which we may call ' polarities,' or, as

I prefer to say, ' afiinities,' is shown by countless experiments which

have been made, particularly with the freshwater polyp. Thus Rand

cut off the anterior end of the polyp with its circle of tentacles, and

the excised disk of living substance lengthened in a transverse
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6 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

direction, so that half the tentacles came to lie to the right, the other

half to the left, while the body developed between these two groups,

so that they became further and further separated from each other,

till finally the original transverse axis of the animal became the

longitudinal axis. One group of tentacles survived and surrounded

the new mouth, while the other at the opposite aboral pole, the new
foot, died off. This total change of structure in the polyp, as to the

arrangement of its main parts, points to unknown forces, which

cannot depend on the determinants as such, but on the vital

characters of the living parts, and on the interactions of these with

one another.

The same holds true of all the lower Metazoa that have highly

20 Dez 4- Jan. 17. Jan. S.Tebr. laFebr. 13.MdrZ

17. Jan. S. Tebr. ^J.Marz ^.April

m '^iS)

Fig. 96. A Planarian cut transversely into nine pieces. The regeneration
of seven of these into entire animals is shown. After Morgan,

developed regenerative capacity, not only of polyps, but of worms
such as the Planarians. Through the experiments of Loeb, Morgan,
Voigt, Bickford, and others, we know that these animals respond to

almost every mutilation by complete reconstruction, that they may, for

instance, as is indicated in Fig. 96, be cut transversely into nine or ten
pieces with the result that each of these pieces grows again to a whole
animal, unless external influences are unfavourable and prevent it.

Something similar happens if the head be cut off a Tubularia-
polyp, it forms a new head with proboscis and tentacles. It does so,

at least, if the stalk of the polyp be left in the normal position ; but
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REGENERATION 7

if it be stuck into the sand in the reverse position a head arises at

the end which is uppermost, where the roots arose previously, and the

previous head-end now sends out roots. By suspending a beheaded
stalk horizontally in the water a head can be caused to develop at

each end of the stalk, so that we must assume that every part of the

polyp is, under some circumstances, capable of developing a head, and
that it must be ' circumstances '—in this case gravity, contact with

earth or with water, and the mutual influence of the parts of the

animal upon each other—which decide what is to be produced.

Loeb, who was the first to observe this form of regeneration, called it

heteromorphosis, to express the fact that particular parts of the

animal might be produced at quite different places from those

originally intended for them.

It would certainly be erroneous to range these cases of hetero-

morphosis against the determinant theory, but they certainly do not

aflbrd any special evidence of its validity as an interpretation, for all

that we can say here again is that all, or at least many, cells of the

animal must contain the full determinant-complex of the ectoderm,

and others those of the endoderm, and that particular groups of

determinants become active when they are affected by certain external

or internal liberating stimuli. In regard to such animals the theory

is hardly more convincing than the rival theory, that the faculty of

regeneration is a general property of living substance, which does not

attain to equally full expression everywhere, because it is met by ever-

increasing difficulties involved in the increasing complexity of struc-

ture. The validity of the theory only begins to be seen when we
deal with cases where it is demonstrable that every part cannot bring

forth every other, where the power of regeneration is limited, and

occurs only in definite parts in a definite degree, and can only start

from particular parts. Here the assumption of a general and primary

regenerative capacity fails. Any one who insists, as 0. Hertwig does,

that the idioplasm in all cells of the body is the same, can always

plead that, in the cases in which regeneration does not occur, the

fault lies, not in the regenerative capacity, but in the absence of the

adequate liberating stimuli, and at first sight it does seem as if this

position were unassailable. We shall find, however, that there are

facts which make Hertwig's interpretation quite untenable.

My own view is that the regenerative capacity is not something

primary, but rather an adaptation to the organism's susceptibility

to injury, that is, a power which occurs in organisms in varying

degrees, proportionate to the degree and frequency of their liability

to injury. Regeneration prevents the injured animal from perishing,
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8 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

or from living on in a mutilated state, and in this lies an advantage

for the maintenance of the species, which is the greater the more

frequently injuries occur in the species, and the more they menace

its life directly or indirectly. A certain degree of regenerative

capacity is thus indispensable to all multicellular animals, even to

the highest among them. We ourselves, for instance, could not

escape the numerous dangers of infection by bacilli and other micro-

organisms if our protective outer skin did not possess the faculty

of regeneration, at least so far that it can close up a wound and

fill up with cicatrice -tissue a place where a piece of skin has been

excised. Obviously, then, the mechanism which evokes regeneration

must have been preserved in some degree and in some parts at every

stage of the phyletic development, and must have been strengthened

or weakened according to the needs of the relevant organism, being

concentrated in certain parts which were much exposed to injury

and withdrawn from other rarely threatened parts. Thus the great

diversity which we can now observe in the strength and localization

of the regenerative capacity has been brought about. But all this

can only be regarded as adaptation.

I should like to submit a few examples to show that the

regenerative capacity is by no means uniformly distributed, and

that, as far as we can see, it is greater or less in correspondence

with the needs of the animal, both in regard to the whole and to

particular parts.

It must first be pointed out that those lower Metazoa, like the

Hydroid polyps in particular, which are endowed with such a high

and general power of I'egeneration, do actually require this for

their safety; they are not only soft, easily injured and torn, but

they are most severely decimated by many enemies. In the begin-

ning of May I found on the walls of the harbour at Marseilles whole
forests of polyp-stocks of the genera Campanularia, Gonothyrcea, and
Ohelia, all large and splendidly developed, with thousands of indi-

vidual polyps and medusoids, but in a very short time the great

majority of the polyps were eaten up by little spectre-shrimps

(Caprellids) and other crustaceans, worms, and numerous other

enemies, and towards the end of May it was no longer possible to

find a fine well-grown colony. It must therefore be of decisive

importance for these species if the stems and branches, which are

spared because protected by horny tubes, possess the faculty of

transforming their simple soft parts into polyp-heads, or of givino-

off buds which become polyps, or even of growing a new stock from
the twigs which have been half-eaten and bitten loose from the
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EEGEXERATION 9

stock and have fallen to the ground. If, finally, a torn-off poljqD-stalk

(of Tubulana) falls to the ground with the wrong side up, the end

which is now the lower will send out roots, and the end now upper-

most will give off a new head. This also appears to us adaptive, and
does not surprise us, since we have been long accustomed to recognize

that what is adapted to an end will realize this if it be possible at all.

Think again of the innumerable adaptations in colour and fonn which
we discussed in the earlier lectures. I hope later to be able to show
in more detail how it comes to pass that necessitj^ gives rise to

adaptation. In regard to the case of the polyps, we can imderstand

that, as far as a high degree of regeneration and budding was possible

in these animals at all, it could not but be developed. Eegeneration

and budding complete each other in this case, for the former brings

about in the indi%adual ' person ' what the latter does in the colony,

namely, a Restitutio in integrum. It is readily intelligible that the

former was not difficult to estabhsh where the latter—the capacity

of budding—was already in existence.

It seems at first sight very striking that the higher plants, which

all depend upon budding, and which form plant-colonies (corms)

in the same sense as the polyps form animal-colonies, only possess

the faculty of true regeneration in a very low degree, although they

are extremely hable to injury.

We see from this that the two capacities are not . eo-extensive,

that germ-plasm may be contained in numerous cells of the body

in a latent state, and yet that regeneration of each and every detailed

defect may not be possible. This is the case in the higher plants

in regard to most of their parts. A leaf in which a hole has been

cut does not close the hole with new ceU-material : a fern frond from

which some of the pinnules have been cut off does not grow new ones,

but remains mutilated. Even leaves which, if laid on damp earth,

readily give off buds which grow to new plants, as the Begonias do,

do not replace a piece cut out of the leaf ; they are not at all adapted

to regeneration.

From the standpoint of utility this is readily intelligible. It

was, so to speak, not worth Xature's while to make such adaptations

in the case of leaves or blossoms, partly because these are very

transient structures, and partly because they are rapidly and easily

replaceable by the development of others of the same kind. More-

over, the leaf in which we have cut a hole continues to function,

but the polyp whose mouth and tentacles we have cut off could no

longer take nourishment unless it were adapted for regeneration.

But that this adaptation could have been made in the case of plants

Digitized by Microsoft®



10 THE EVOLUTION THEOKY

is proved by the root-tips which are formed anew when they are

injured, and the closing of wounds on the stem by a 'calhis.'

I shall return to plants when we are dealing with the mechanism

of regeneration, but I must now direct more attention to animals,

inquiring further into the question as to whether the faculty of

regeneration is correlated with the degree of liability to injury to

which the animal is exposed, and with the biological importance

of the injured part, for this must be the case if regeneration be

really regulated by adaptation.

Hardly any other vertebrate has attained such celebrity on

account of its high regenerative capacity as the water-newt, species

of the genus Triton. It can regrow not only its tail, but the legs

and their parts if they are cut off. Spallanzani saw the legs grow six

times, after he had cut them off six times. In the blind newt (Froteus)

of the Krainer caves, a near relative of the common newt, the leg

regenerated only after a year and a half, although the animal stands

on a lower stage of organization than the newt, and thus should

rather replace lost parts more easily. But Proteus lives sheltered

from danger in dark, still caves, while Triton is exposed to numerous

enemies which bite off pieces from its tail or legs ; and the legs are

its chief means of locomotion, without which it would have difficulty

in procuring food. It is different with the elongated eel-like newt

of the marshes of South Carolina, Siren lacertinu. This animal

moves by wriggling its v-evy muscular trunk, after the manner of

an eel, and in consequence of the disuse of its hind legs it has almost

completely lost them. Even the fore-legs have become small and

weak, and possess only two toes, and these do not regrow if they are

bitten off, or only do so very slowly.

Earthworms are exposed to much persecution; not only birds,

such as blackbirds and some woodpeckers, but, above all, the moles

prey upon them, and Dahl has shown that moles often lay up stores

of worms in winter which they have half crippled by a bite, while

even Rdaumur knew that moles frequently only half devoured earth-

worms. It was thus an obvious advantage to earthworms that a part

of the animal should be able to regrow a whole, and accordingly we
find a fairly well-developed regenerative capacity among them. But
it varies greatly in the different species, and it would be interesting

if we knew the conditions of life well enough to be able to decide

whether the faculty of regeneration rises and falls in proportion

to the dangers to which the species is exposed. Unfortunately we
are far from this as yet; we only know that, in the common
earthworms of the genera Lumhricus and AUolohophora, the faculty
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of regeneration is still very limited, for at most two worms, and
sometimes only one, can develop from an animal cut into two
pieces. Cutting into a greater number of pieces does not yield

a larger number of worms, but usually only one, and often none

at all.

This corresponds to the behaviour of their enemies, which may
often bite off a piece or tear it away when the worm attempts to

escape, but never cut it up into pieces. The regenerative capacity

is more highly developed in the genus AUurus, more highly still

in the worms of the genus Criodrilus which lives in the mud at

the bottom of lakes, and most highly of all in the genus Lumbriculus

which lives at the bottom of small ponds. Long ago Bonnet cut up
a specimen of Lumbriculus into twenty-six pieces, of about two
millimetres in length, and he observed most of these grow to complete

worms again. His experiments have often been repeated in recent

times, and have been extended and made more precise in many ways.

Von Biilow was able to get whole animals from pieces consisting of

from four to five somatic segments, and with eight or nine segments

he almost invariably succeeded. A Lumbriculus which he had cut

into fourteen pieces, one of which only measured g'^ mm. in length,

gave rise to thirteen complete worms with head and tail ; only one

piece perished.

These worms have little enemies with sharp jaws which may
gnaw at them behind or before but cannot swallow them whole.

Lyonet, famous for his analytic dissection of the wood-caterpillar

(Cossus ligniperda), observed when he was feeding the larvse ' of

dragon-flies with these Lumbrieulid worms that 'the anterior end

of some whose posterior end had been gnawed away by the larvse

continued to live on the ground.' We can thus understand why
a high power of regeneration is of use to these worms, and at the

same time why it is advantageous to them to contract so that

they break in pieces on very slight irritation, but to this we shall

refer again.

The very diverse potency of the faculty of regeneration in

animals belonging to the same small group, and nearly, if not quite,

at the same level of organization, seems to show clearly that we

have here to do with adaptation to different conditions of life,

although we cannot demonstrate this in detail. It would certainly

be erroneous to regard the conditions of life as uniform, since the

worms in question not only live in different places—in the earth,

in mud, or in water—and are thus exposed to different enemies, and

since they may also be quite different in regard to size and speed,
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in means of defence, and possibly also of defiance, as is indeed in some

measure demonstrable.

We meet with the sanio thing in a o-i'oup of still smaller worms,

Rbsel's ' wator-snakelets,' species of the genus Xidv. These, too,

behave in a variety of ways in the matter of regeneration, for

wdiile many species, such as Nais prohosculea and iWr/w terpentina

will, if cut into two or three pieces, become two or three worms

respecti\-ely, Bonnet expressly mentions an uimanied species of iYa/a

which does not bear cutting up at all, and even dies il' its head

be cut off.

Thus neither the degree of organization nor the relationship

alone determines the strength of the regenerative capacity. And
as nearly related species may behave quite differently in this respect,

so also do the different parts of one and the same animal ; and here,

too, the strength of the capacity seems to depend on the more frequent

or rarer injury of the relevant part and on its importance in the

maintenance of life. Lot us take a few examples.

Parts which, in the natural life of the animal, are never injured,

show in many cases no power of regeneration. This is so in regard

to the internal parts of the newt, whose regenerative capacity is

otherwise so high. I cut half or nearly the whole of a lung away

from newts anesthetized with ether; the wound closed, hut no

reneival of the organ took place. The same thing luippened when

a piece of the spermatic duct or of the oviduct Miis cut away. It

is true that the kidney enlarges in higher animals when a piece has

been cut out, by the proliferation of the remaining tissues, but that is

a mere physiological substitution, evoked by the increased functional

stimulus, due to the accumulation in the blood of the constituents

of the urine. Such substitution depends on the growth of parts

already existing, and it occurs in man when one kidney is renioviMl,

for the other, as is well known, may then grow to double its normal

size. This is mere hypertrophy of the part that is loft, it is not

regeneration in the morphological sense, and it is not comparable

to the re-fornuition of a cut-off leg in the salamander, oi' of a head in

the worm, where the growth is not a mere increase of the remaining

stump, but a new formation. It would be regeneration if a new
kidney developed from the remnants of tlie kidney-tissue, or, in

the liver, if new lobes grew in place of those which wore cut off.

But neither of these things happens, and, as far as I am aware,

nothing of the kind has ever been, observed, nothing more than

new formation of liver-cells through increase of existing ones ; that,

however, is not regeneration in the morphological sense.
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I have referred to the slight power o£ regeneration possessed by
the blind Proteus in regard to its legs or tail, and I connected this

with the absence of enemies in its thinly peopled cave-habitat. But
the same animal can regenerate its gills when these are bitten

off, and this is probably associated with the habit that Proteus

has, in common with other newts with external gills, of nibbling

at its neighbour's gills. Thus, the power of regenerating the

gills was retained even when the animals migrated to the quiet

caves of Krain, and were thus secured from the attacks of other

enemies.

In lizards, a leg which has been cut off does not grow again, but

an amputated tail does, and this has quite a definite biological reason,

since the active little animal will seldom be caught by the foot by
any pursuer, but may easily be caught by the tail, which is far

behind. Thus the tail is adapted not only for regenei-ation, but

also for ' autotomy,' that is, for breaking off easily when it is caught

hold of.

We have already seen that some segmented worms have a very

high regenerative capacity
;
yet every part cannot produce every

other, and while, in LuTnbricidus, any piece of from five to nine

segments is able to grow a new head or tail, neither ten nor twenty

nor all the segments together, if they are halved longitudinally, can

reproduce the other half, and the cause of this inability does not lie in

the fact that the animal is thereby hindered from taking food, for even

the transversely cut pieces do not feed until they have grown a new
head and tail. The reason must lie in the fact that the primary con-

stituents for this kind of regeneration are wanting, and they are so

because a longitudinal splitting of this cylindrical and relatively thin

animal never occurs under natural conditions, and thus could not be

provided against by Nature ^.

That regeneration of this kind could have been arranged for if it

had been useful we learn from the Planarians among the flat worms,

in which every piece cut out of the body, large or very small, from the

middle, from the left side, or from the right side of the animal, grows

into a complete Planarian. The animal can be halved longitudinally, as

in Fig. 97, and each half will grow to a whole. This again is quite

intelligible from the biological point of view, for these flat, soft,

' Morgan maintains that this statement is incorrect, and that Lumh-iculus is

capable of lateral regeneration. But if we look into the matter more closely we find

that all he says is, that small gaps made by cutting a piece out of one side are filled

up again, while the cut pieces perish. If the whole animal be halved, according to

Morgan, both halves die, or if a 'very long piece ' be cut out of one side, not only this

piece dies, but also 'the remaining piece.' There is thus, as I have said, an essential

difference between the regenerative capacity of Lumbrimhis and that of Planaria.
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14 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

and easily torn animals are exposed to all sorts of injuries, and are,

in point of fact, frequently mutilated by enemies which are unable to

swallow them whole. Von Graaf not infrequently found examples of

marine Planarians (Macrostomuvi) which lacked 'a part of the

posterior end or the whole tail region as far as the food-canal,' and of

species of Monotus he found ' very often ' in May specimens with the

posterior end split or bx-oken off. Probably the persecutors of these

flat-worms are some species of Crustacean, but, at any rate, so much

is proved, that the Planarians have abundant opportunities of making

use of their faculty of regeneration, and that the species gains an

advantage from it in respect to its preservation.

In contrast to this, worms which live within other animals,

and are thus secure from mutilation, such as

the familiar round-worms [Nematoda), have

no power of regeneration at all, and do not

survive either longitudinal or transverse

division.

Until recently birds were regarded as

possessing a very low degree of regenerative

capacity, and, as a matter of fact, they cannot

replace a leg or a wing wholly or in part;

but, what is otherwise unheard of among

higher vertebrates, they can renew the whole

anterior portion of the skeleton of the face,

the bill, and can indeed almost reconstruct

it with new bones and horny parts. Von
Kennel communicated a case of this kind in

regard to a stork, and for a long time this

remained an isolated case, but a few years

ago Bordage showed that, in the cocks which

are used in the Island of Bourbon for the

favourite sport of cock-fighting, the bill is

regularly renewed when it has been broken

off or shattered. Quite recently Barfurth gave an account of a case

of complete renewal of a broken bill in a parrot. Yet it should

not astonish us that the bill in birds has such a high regenera-

tive power, for of all parts in a bird it is the one that is most readily

injured; with it the bird defends itself against its enemies and its

rivals, masters its prey, and tears it to pieces, pecks holes in trees

(woodpecker), or climbs (parrot), or digs and burrows in the ground,

or builds its nest, and so on. That the faculty of regenera-

tion could be developed to so high a degree in relation to this

Fia. 97. A, a Planarian,

which has been divided into

two by a longitudinal cut.

Each half can grow into

an entire animal. B, the
left half at the beginning
of the regenerative process.

G, the same completed. After
Morgan.
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particular part of the body, while the rest of the very important
but rarely injured parts do not possess it at all, again points to

the conclusion that the faculty of regeneration has an adaptive

character.

It does not affect matters to discover cases in which we cannot
recognize this relation between the regenerative capacity of a part

and its importance or its liability to injury. Such instances do not
lessen the convincingness of the positive cases, since we do not know
the exact conditions which may lead to the increase of regenerative

capacity in a part, and, above all, since we do not know the rate at

which such an increase may take place. If adaptation in general

depends upon processes of selection, these processes must also be able

to give rise to an increase in the power of regeneration. On the

other hand, it by no means follows that the disappearance of a faculty

of regeneration which was once present in a part, but which has

become superfluous in the course of time, must take place immediately

through natural selection. For it is the very essence of natural

selection that it only furthers what is useful, and only removes what
is injurious ; over what is indifferent it has no power at all. Thus it

follows that the faculty of regeneration, when it has once been present

in a part, cannot be set aside by natural selection (personal selection),

for it is in no way injurious to its possessor. If it gradually decreases

and becomes extinct notwithstanding this, when it is of no further

use, as seems to be to some extent the case in regard to the legs and

tail of the blind Proteus, that must depend on other processes,

on those which generally bring about the gradual disappearance

of disused parts or capacities. We shall attempt to probe to the

roots of these processes later on; for the present let it suffice us to

know that, according to our experience, they go on with exceeding

slowness, and that it has taken whole geological periods to ehminate

the legs of the snake-ancestors so completely as has been done from

the structure of most of our modern snakes, while the Proteus which

migrated into the caves of Krain as far back as the Cretaceous period

is indeed blind, but still retains its eyes under the skin, though in

a degenerate condition.

Since the degeneration of disused parts and capacities goes on so

slowly it need not surprise us that we meet many parts which still

possess regenerative capacity, although they are protected from injury.

Thus Morgan found that, in the hermit-crab, the limbs which are

protected within the mollusc shell were quite as ready to regrow as

those which are actually used for walking, and thus are exposed to

possibility of attack, but this proves nothing against the conclusion
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we drew from the facts cited above, according to which the faculty

of regeneration comes under the law of adaptation. For the

disappearance of this faculty must take place very much more slotuly

than its groivth. For instance, the development of the tail-fin of the

whale has long been an accomplished fact, while the hind-legs of this

colossal mammal, which were rendered useless by the development of

the tail-fin, still lie concealed in a rudimentary state within the

muscles of the trunk. Yet these limbs must have lost their significance

for the animal exactly at the time that the tail-fin became more

powerful. Thus the retrogression must have taken place more slowly

than the progressive transformation.

It is clear, then, that the faculty of regeneration is not a primary

character of living beings occurring uniformly in all species of

equally high organization and in all parts of an animal in the same

degree ; it is a power which occurs in animals of equal complexity in

as varying degrees as in their parts, and which is manifestly

regulated by adaptation. Between parts with the faculty of re-

generation and parts without it there must be an essential difference

;

there must be present in the former something that is wanting in the

latter, and, according to our theory, this is the equipment with

regeneration-determinants, that is, with the determinants of the parts

which are to be reconstructed.

If this be really so it should be capable of proof, at least in so

far that we should be able to establish that the power of completing

or re-forming a damaged or lost part is a limited one, localized in

certain parts and cell-layers. This can be actually proved, as may be

seen from numerous cases in which the faculty of regeneration is

associated with autotomy, that is, with the power of breaking off"

or dropping off" a part of the body. Even in worms we find this

power, as we mentioned before in speaking of the high regenerative

capacity of Lumbriculus. This worm reproduces in summer by what
is called ' schizogony,' that is, by breaking into two, three, or more

pieces, and it does not seem to require a very strong stimulus, such as

pressure of the end of the worm by the jaws of an insect larva, to

start this rupture; it often follows from quite insignificant friction

on the ground. Certainly the power of regeneration is so great in this

animal that it is out of the question to talk of localizing the primary

constituents of regeneration ; almost every broken surface is capable

of regeneration.

But this localization is well illustrated in Insects and Crustaceans,

which possess the power of self-amputation in their appendages,

especially in their legs. As far back as 1826 MacCullock observed
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this remarkable power in crabs, and described the mechanism on

which it depends. When the leg is irritated, for instance when it is

pinched at the tip and held fast, it breaks off at a particular place.

This line of breakage lies in the middle of the short second joint

(Fig. 98, J. and B, s), just between the insertions of the muscles

(me, mf, m) which extend from this line towards the extremity of

the limb and in the opposite direction towards the body-wall.

Between these muscle-attachments the external skeleton is thin and
brittle, and forms a suture, s, which

breaks through when the animal con-

tracts the muscles of the leg convulsively,

and thus presses the lower protuberance

(a) against a projection (b) of the first

upper joint. Crabs require to make
a verj' considerable muscular exertion

before they can throw ofi" the limb, and

therefore they can only do it when they

are in full vigour.

We have here a quite definite

structural adaptation of the parts to

a danger which often recurs—that of

falling entirely into the power of an

enemy which has seized the leg. By
a sudden violent throwing-off of the

leg the crab escapes from this danger.

Quite similar adaptations are found

among certain insects, such as the

walking-stick insects or Phasmids, in

which the mechanism is much the same,

and lies at an almost exactly corre-

sponding place, namely, at the line

where the second and third joints of

the leg, the ' trochanter ' and the ' femur,'

meet. In this case the advantage of the arrangement is not merely

that the animals are thus enabled to escape from enemies ; it is

useful in another connexion, for a knowledge of which we have to

thank Bordage. This naturalist observed that the Phasmids not

infrequently perished at one of their numerous moultings, by remain-

ing partially fixed in the discarded husk. Of 100 Phasmids nine

died in this way, twenty-two got free with the loss of one or more

legs, and only sixty-nine survived the moult without any loss

at all.

II. c

Fig. 98. The leg of a Crab,
adapted for self-mutilation or au-

totomy. A, the first three joints

of the limb, I, II, III. s, the
suture, that is, a thin area on
the second joint which is pre-

disposed to breakage, mf, flexor

muscle, me, extensor muscle, both
inserted at the suture. B the
entire leg with its six joints and
with the suture (s). Slightly en-

larged. After MacCuUock.
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That the moulting or ccdysis of insects is often hazardous may
be observed in our own country, and it is familiar to every one -w'ho

has reared caterpillars. These, too, often fail to get clear of their

' cast ' cuticle, and they perish unless artificial aid is given to them. I

have never observed any aiitotomy in them, but in the Phasmids

it seems to be a much-used 'devicr,' and is therefore of great im-

portance in the persistence of the species.

Limbs which are thus thrown off by autotomy regenerate again

from the place at which they broke off, that is from the ' suture.' It

had been noticed even by the earlier oliservers (e.g. Goodsir) that there

was a jelly-like mass of cells within the joint, and that the develop-

ment of the new limb started from this. It might be supposed that

the regeneration-primordium is present in the rest of the leg also, but

that is not the case, for the animal responds to the tearing off of one

joint or of a smaller number than to the suture, not by regenerating

the torn part directly, but by amputating the whole of the leg up to

the suture, and then from this the regeneration of the whole leg takes

place. In the Phasmids the case is similar, but with the difference

that regeneration is possible from three places, from the tarsal joints,

from the lower third of the tibia, and finally, from the suture between

the femur and the trochanter. There is thus a regeneration-primor-

dium (Anlage) at the beginning of the tarsal joints, another in the

tibia, and a third in the ' suture,' and the first must be equipped,

as we should express it, with the determinants of the five tarsal joints,

the second with those for the lower end of the tibia as well, and the

third with all the determinants of the whole leg, from the ' suture

'

downwards.

In any case, regeneration is .here associated with definite localized

pieces of tissue, and is not a general character of all the cells of the

leg, and, as it obviously runs parallel at the same time with another

adaptation—that of autotomy—there can be no doubt that it too is

dominated by the principle of selection, and that it can not only be

increased, but that it can be concentrated at particular places and
removed from others. But this is only possible if it be bound up with
material particles which may be present in or absent from a tissue,

and which are therefore a supplement to the ordinary essential

constituents of the living cells, although they do not themselves

belong to the essential organization.

I might cite many more examples of localization of regenerative

capacity, but will confine myself to one other, which seems to me
particularly instructive, because it was first interpreted as an indica-

tion of the existence of an adaptive principle in the oi-ganism,
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a principle which always creates what is useful. I refer to the

regeneration of the lens in the newt's larva.

G. Wolff, an obstinate opponent of the theory of selection,

attempted to solve the same problem as I had before me in my
experiments on the regeneration of the internal organs of newts, that

is, he tried to answer the question whether organs which are never

exposed to injury or to complete removal in the conditions of natural

life, and which could not therefore have been influenced in this

direction by the processes of selection, are nevertheless capable of

regeneration. He extirpated the lens from the eye of Triton larv^,

and saw that in a short time it was formed anew, and from this he

concluded that there was here ' a new adaptiveness appearing for the

first time,' and that therefore adaptive forces must be dominant within

the organism. The current theory of the ' mechanical ' origin of

vital adjustments seemed to some to be shaken by this, and the

proclamation of the old ' vital force ' seemed imminent. And in

truth, if the body were really able to replace, after artificial injury,

parts which are never liable to injury in natural conditions, and to

do so in a most beautiful and appropriate manner, then there would

be nothing for it but at least to regard the faculty of regeneration as

a primary power of living creatures, and to think of the organism as

like a crystal, which invariably completes itself if it be damaged

in any part. But we have to ask whether this is really the ease.

What makes the regeneration of the lens seem particularly sur-

prising is the fact that in the fully formed animal it must arise in

a manner different from that in which it develops in the embryo, that

is, it must be formed from different cell-material. In the embryo it

arises by the proliferation and invagination of the epidermic layer of

cells to meet the so-called ' primary ' optic vesicle growing out from

the brain— a mode of development which cannot of course be repeated

under the altered conditions in the fully developed animal. The

reconstruction of the organ must therefore take place in a different

way, a,nd if the organism were really able, the very first time the lens

was removed, to react in a manner so perfectly adapted to the end,

and so to inspire certain cells, which had till then had a different

function, that they could put together a lens of flawless beauty and

transparency, we should have reason to suspect that nearly all our

previous conceptions were erroneous, and to fall back upon a belief in

a spiritns rector in the organism.

But the excision of the lens in these experiments was not by any

means an unprecedented occurrence ! It is true enough that newts in

their pools are not liable to an operation for cataract, but it does not

C Q,
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follow that the lens is never liable to injury, and could not therefore

be adapted for regeneration. It can be bitten out along with the rest of

the eye by water-beetles or other enemies, and as far back as the time

of Bonnet and Bhimenbach (i 781) it was known that the eye of the

newt would renew itself if it were cut out, given that a small portion

of the bulb was left. But if this were removed the possibility of

regeneration was at an end. Thus, before the first artificial excision

of the lens, a regeneration-mechanism must have existed, by means of

which the eye with its lens was reconstructed, and this depends on

the characters of the cells of the eye itself—it is localized in the eye,

and without the presence of a piece of eye-tissue no regeneration can

take place. Is it then so especially remarkable that the lens should

be renewed when it is artificially removed without the rest of the

eyel The mechanism for its renewal is there, and is roused to

activity whether the lens alone or other parts of the eye also be

removed. We do not need, therefore, to assume the existence of

a pui-poseful or adaptive force ; it is more to the point to inquire

where the regeneration-mechanism which suggests this inference is to

be found.

A definite answer to this is given in a detailed experimental

work recently published by Fischel. It corroborates what Wolff had

already found, that the substance of the new lens develops from

cells which cover the posterior surface of the iris, that is, from cells of

the retinal layer of the eye. First, the margin of the pupil begins to

react to the stimulus of the injury (extraction of the lens) ; its cells

enlarge, become clear, while previously they were filled with dark

pigment, and finally they proliferate. They thus form a cell-vesicle

similar to the ectoderm-vesicle from which the lens arises in the

embryo, and into this the already mentioned retina-cells from the

posterior wall of the iris grow, elongate, and arrange themselves to

form the so-called 'lens-fibres,' on whose form, arrangement, and

transparency the function of the lens depends. This is marvellous

enough, but not more marvellous than that a whole foot should grow
on the cut stump of a newt's leg, or that a whole eye should arise

from a residual fragment. Here, again, we do not know the processes

which cause the arrangement of the cells and their often manifold

locally-conditioned differentiations, in short, we do not know the

essential natu7'e of regeneration. But, in the meantime, we can

endeavour to find out which cell-groups regeneration is bound up with

in particular cases, so as to know where the vital particles, the ' deter-

minants,' which condition regeneration, are placed by nature.

In this case there can be no doubt on that point : they are the
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cells on the posterior wall and the margin of the iris. And it is

certainly not the absence of the lens which gives rise to its renewal,

as would necessarily be the case if it were due to the dominance of an

adaptive force. If the lens, instead of being excised, be simply

pressed back into the vitreous humour occupjnng the cavity of the

eye, a new lens is developed all the same from the irritated margin of

the pupil. And if by chance this margin has been irritated in two
places while extraction of the lens was being performed, then two
small lenses will develop (Fig. 99, B). Indeed, several may begin to

develop at the posterior wall of the iris, although they do not attain

to full development ; mechanical irritation of any part of this cell-

layer is responded to by the formation of lenses. This surely disposes

of the ' mystical nimbus ' which would dazzle us with a new force of

Fig. 99. Regeneration of the lens in the Newt's eye. A, section through
the iris (/) ; from its margin and posterior (retinal) surface the primordium
of a new lens (i) has developed after the artificial removal of the old one.
B, section through the eye after duplicated regeneration of the lens (i) from
two areas of the iris. Gl, vitreous humour. J, iris. C, cornea. B, retina.

After Fischel.

life, always creating what is appropriate. We have before us an

adaptation to the liability of newts' eyes to injury, which, like all

adaptations, is only relatively perfect, since under the usual conditions

of eye injury it gives rise to a useable lens, but under unusual conditions

to unsuitable structures. It is exactly the same as in the case of

animal instincts, which are all ' calculated ' for the ordinary conditions

of life, but, under unusual conditions, may operate in a manner quite

unsuited to the necessary end. The ant-lion has the instinct to

bore backwards into the sand, and he makes the same backward-

pressing movements when placed on a glass plate into which he cannot

force the tip of the abdomen. The same is true of the- mole-cricket,

which makes its usual digging movements with the forelegs even on

a plate of glass. The wall-bee roofs over her cell when she has laid
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an egg in it, but she does so even if the egg be taken out beforehand,

or if a hole be made in the bottom of the cell, so that the honey which

is to serve the larva for food when it emerges from the egg runs

out (Fabre). Her instinct is calculated for filling the cell once with

honey, and once laying an egg in it, because such disturbances as we
may cause artificially do not occur or occur very rarely in natural

conditions. There are countless facts of this kind, for every instinct

and every adaptation can, in certain circumstances, go astray and

become inappropriate. This should be considered by those who still

persist in opposing the theory of selection, for herein lies one of the

most convincing proofs of its correctness. Adaptations can only arise

in reference to the majority of occurrences, and variations which are

only useful in an individual case must, according to the principle,

disappear again. Adaptation always means the establishment of what

is appropriate in an average number of cases.

Therefore the inappropriate reaction of the margin of the iris to

an artificial double stimulus affords additional reason for regarding

regeneration as an adaptive phenomenon. If it were the outcome of

an adaptive force it could never be inappropriate ; and if it were the

operation of a general and primary power of the organism it would be

exhibited by the nearly-related frog as well as by the newt. But, in

the frog, extraction of the lens gives rise only to a sac-like prolifera-

tion of the cells of the iris margin, which form no transparent lens,

but an opaque cluster of cells, which destroys vision altogether. It

appears, therefore, that the frog no longer requires the power its

ancestors possessed of regenerating a lost lens.
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LECTURE XXI

REGENERATION (continued)

Phyletic origin of the regenerative capacity—Tlie liberating stimuli of regeneration

—Production of extra heads and tails in Planarians (Voigt)—Regeneration in the

Starfish— Atavistic regeneration in Insects and Crustaceans—Progressive regeneration

—Eegeneration has its roots in the differentiation of organisms—The nuclear substance

of unicellular organisms is the first orgaii for regeneration—The ultimate roots of

regeneration.

In the previous lecture we have considered many different forms

of regeneration, and have recognized them as adaptive phenomena;

we have now to inquire how such regeneration- adaptations have

arisen, and this is a very difficult question even in general, while in

particular cases it is often quite unanswerable at present. In regard

to the case last discussed, the regeneration of the lens in the eye of

Triton, our hypotheses would require to reach back to the time of the

primitive vertebrates with an unpaired eye, for the lens of the paired

vertebrate eye, from Mammals down to the lowest Fishes, does not

arise in embryonic development from the retinal cells, but alwaj^s

from the corneal epithelium, as the elaborate reseai'ches of Rabl have

recently shown. It is true that the unpaired parietal eye of some

reptiles forms its lens from the cells of the retinal layer, but it^would

be difficult to demonstrate the possibility of a genetic connexion

between it and paired eyes, and in the meantime we must refrain

from elaborating a hypothesis as to the origin of the marvellous

faculty the retinal cells possess of transforming themselves into

lens-fibres.

But it is easier to form some sort of picture of the origin and

adaptation of the faculty of regeneration in general.

We saw that the power of regenerating a part can be localized,

and that it does not belong to all the cells of the body, but only to

some of them, and we have to ask how and by what steps it has been

imparted to these. The faculty depends on the possession of a

regeneration-primordium (Anlage), and this again, in our mode of

expression, consists of a definite complex of determinants, and as

determinants are the products of an evolution, and thus are vital

units which have arisen historically, they can nowhere suddenly

Digitized by Microsoft®



b

24 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

originate anew in a species, but must be derived directly or indirectly

from the sole basis which, in each species, forms the starting-point of

the individual—that is to say, in the Metazoa, from the germ-plasm

of the ovum. From it the determinant-complex of every regeneration-

rudiment must in the ultimate instance be derived.

We may think of the matter thus : all the determinants of the

germ-plasm vary, grow slowly or quickly, and in certain circum-

stances may be doubled. In this way there arise what we may
call ' supernumerary ' determinants, which are not required in the

primary building up of the body from the ovum, and which may
remain in an inactive state in the nuclei of certain cells, ready to

become active under certain circumstances and to produce anew the

part which they control. Such "regeneration-idioplasm will at first

come to lie in the younger cells of the determinate organ, but it is

conceivable that under the influence of selection it may be gradually

shifted to other cells of a later developmental origin, or, conversely,

to others in a less external position, so that, for instance, the regen-

eration-rudiment for the finger of a newt may be contained not merely

in the cells of the hand, but in those of the fore-arm or even of the

upper arm.

But all such segregation of determinant-groups cannot have taken

place, as we might perhaps be inclined to think, at the periphery in

the organ itself during its development; it must take place in the

germ-plasm of the ovum, for otherwise it could not be transmissible,

and could not be directed and modified by the processes of selection,

as is actually the case, as I shall show in more detail later on.

I have already pointed out the importance of the role played

by liberating stimuli in regeneration, and not only of extra-organismal

stimuli, such as gravity, but above all of intra-organismal stimuli

that is, the influences exerted in a mysterious manner by other parts

of the animal on the parts which are in process of regeneration. It is

a great merit of the modern tendency in evolution theory that it has

demonstrated the importance of such internal influences. Although
we are still far from being able to define the manner in which these

influences operate, we may say so much, that it depends essentially

on the nature and extent of the loss which parts are reproduced by
the regenerating cells, and, also, on the position and direction of the

injured surface from which the regeneration starts. The influences,

still quite beyond our comprehension, which are exerted on the

regenerating part by the uninjured parts constitute the liberating

stimuli, which evoke the activity of one or other of the determinants

contained in the regeneration-idioplasm.
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Walter Voigt has shown, by a series of most interesting experi-
ments, that it is possible not only to cause the development of a new
head in Planarians by cutting them, in which case a tail may grow
from the anterior portion and a head from the posterior portion, but
it is also possible in an intact animal, that is, one with both head and
tail, to cause the production of a second head, or a second tail, or both
at once, at any part of the body margin at will, according to the
direction of the cut. If the margin of the body be cut obliquely

forwards (Fig. loo. A) a supernumerary tail arises (C, s), if it be cut
obliquely backwards a supernumerary head arises (C, k), and in this

way several heads and several tails may be produced in the same

Fie. loo. Regeneration of Planarians. A, an animal divided into tliree

parts by two oblique cuts. B, the fragments (a, b, c) in process of regeneration.
C, an animal witli various oblique incisions iu the margin of the body, which
have induced the new formation of heads (7c), of tails (s), and pharynx (ph).

A and B after Morgan ; C after Walter Voigt.

animal. It is obvious, then, that the interaction, in the first place, of

the cells of the cut surface, but probably also of the deeper-lying cells,

decides which determinants are to come into action, those of the head

or those of the tail, but both must be present at every part of the cut.

How far below the cut surface the cells take part in this deter-

mination we cannot make out, but that it cannot be due to the

co-operation of all parts is clear in this case at least, since the animal

still possesses its original head and tail. The extra heads and tails

thus produced prove, at any rate, that there can be no question here

of the expression of an adaptive principle, a spiritus rector, or a vital

force, which always creates what is good, but that it is rather a

purely mechanical process, which takes its course quite independently
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of what is useful or disadvantageous, and that it must take this course

according to the given regeneration-mechanism and the stimulus

supplied in the special case. It cannot be supposed that these

supernumerary heads and tails are purposeful, but who would expect

an adaptive reaction from the animal in a case like this, since cuts of

the kind which we make artificially, and inust keep open artificially

if the deformities are to develop, hardly occur in nature, and, if they

did occur, would very quickly close up again ? Adaptations can only

develop in response to conditions which occur and recur in a majority

of cases, and when they have a useful, that is, species-preserving

result. The adaptiveness of the organism is blind, it does not see the

individual case, it only takes into account the cases in the mass, and

acts as it must after the mechanism has once been evolved. The case

is the same as that of ' aberrant ' or mistaken instincts, whose origin

by means of selection is the more clearly proved, since we must

recognize such an instinct as a pure mechanism and not as the

outcome of purposeful forces.

In the regeneration of Planarians we must think of the regenera-

tion - idioplasm as containing the full complex of the collective

determinants of the three germinal layers, and possibly we must

add to this cells with the complete germ-plasm for giving rise to

the reproductive cells. But when the amputated tail of the newt

is regenerated, or its leg, or the arm of a starfish, or the bill of a bird,

we have no ground for assuming that the cells, from which regenera-

tion starts, contain the whole germ-plasm, since the determinants of

the replaceable parts suffice to explain the facts. We must even

dispute the possibility of the presence of the whole germ-plasm in

this case, because the faculty of regeneration of the relevant cells is

really no longer a general one, but is limited to the reproduction of

a particular part. This is seen in the fact that, in the starfish, whose

high regenerative capacity is well known, the central disk of the body

may indeed give rise to new arms ^ ; but an excised arm, to which no

part of the disk adheres, is in most starfishes unable to give rise to

the body. Thus the arm does not contain in its cells the determinants

of the disk, but the latter contains those of the arm. We are not

surprised that the amputated tail of the salamander does not reproduce

^ I see now that there are contradictory" statements in regard to this case.

Possibly these depend on the different beliaviour of different sjjecies, and this on the
varying frequency of mutilation. Starfishes which live on the shore between the
rocks, for instance on the movable stones of a breakwater, are very frequently
mutilated ; in some places it is rare to find a specimen without traces of former
wounds. H. D. King counted among 1,914 specimens of Asierias vulgaris 206 in the act

of regenerating a part, that is, 10-76 per cent. In the case of the starfishes from deep
water this cause of injury does not of course exist.
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the whole animal, but this can only be because the impelling forces

to the regeneration of the whole animal are wanting, that is, that

the cut surface only contains the determinants of the tail and not the

complete germ-plasm. It might be objected here that the tail-piece

is too small to give rise to the whole body, but in Plunaria it is

only very diminutive heads and tails which grow from the artificial

incisions, and the same is true of starfishes when only a single arm
and a small piece of the disk have been left. Notwithstanding the

small amount of living substance at their

disposal, and although they are at first un-

able to take nourishment, they send out

very small new arms (Fig. loi), close up the

wounded surface, and, after reconstruction

of the mouth and stomach, begin to feed

anew. The new arms may then grow to the

normal size.

We must therefore assume that, in many
cases, the regeneration-primordium consists of

cells which only contain a definite complex

of determinants in the form of latent regenera-

tion-idioplasm, as, for instance, certain cells of

the tail of Triton contain the determinants

of the tail, certain cells of its leg the deter-

minants of the leg, and so on.. In many
cases we can speak even more precisely, and

determine from which cells the nerve-centres,

from which the muscles, and from which the

missing section of the food-canal will be

formed, as was recently shown by Franz von

Wagner in regard to the worm Lumbriculus,

whose regenerative capacity is so extraordin-

arily high. We must then attribute to each of

the relevant cells an equipment of regeneration-

idioplasm, which includes only the relevant complex of determinants.'

I need not here go further into detail, but I should still like to

show that, in reality, as I assumed in regard to the regenerative

capacity of a part, the root of the regeneration-idioplasm lies in the

germ-plasm, that it is present there as an independent determinant-

group, and, like every other bodily rudiment {'Anlage), must be

handed on from generation to generation. This assumption is

necessary, as has been already indicated, on the ground that the

faculty of regeneration is hereditary, and hereditarily variable, on

Fig. lor. A Starfish arm,
growing four new arms

;

the so-called 'comet-form.'
After Haeekel.
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the same ground, therefore, as that on which the whole determinant

theory is based. The regeneration-determinants must be contained

as such in the germ-plasm, otherwise a twofold phyletic development

could not have occurred, as it actually has, in many parts. The tail

of the lizard is adapted for autotomy ; it breaks off when it is held

by the tip, and this depends on a special adaptation of the vertebra,

which are very brittle in a definite plane from the seventh onwards.

This is thus a very effective adaptation to persecution by enemies.

The tail which has been seized remains with the pursuer, but the

lizard itself escapes, and the tail grows again. But this regeneration

does not take place in the same way as in the embryo; no new

vertebrae are formed, but only a ' cartilaginous-tube,' a new structure,

a substitute for the vertebral column ; the spinal cord with its nerves

is not regenerated either, and the arrangement of the scales is

somewhat different.

This last point, in particular, indicates that the determinants of

the regeneration-rudiment may pursue an independent phylogenetic

path of their own, for this scale arrangement of the regenerated tail

is an atavistic one, that is, it corresponds to a more primitive mode of

scale arrangement in these Saurians. We know quite a number of

cases similar to this. It not infrequently happens that cut-off parts

regenerate, but that they do so not in the modern form, but in one

that is in all probability phyletically older. Thus the legs of

various Orthoptera, as of the cockroaches and grasshoppers, regenerate

readily, but with a tarsus composed of four joints instead of five ^,

and the long-fingered claws of a- shrimp (Atyoida potiinirim) is

replaced by the older short-fingered type of claw, while in the

Axolotl an atavistic five-fingered hand grows instead of the amputated

four-fingered one.

This last case shows that it is not merely a lesser power of

growth that accounts for the difference between the regenerated part

and the original, for here more is regenerated than was previously

present. There remains nothing for it but the assumption that the

regeneration-determinants have remained at a lower phyletic level,

while the determinants which direct embryogenesis have varied,

and either developed further or retrogressed. It is easy to under-

stand that the regeneration-rudiment must vary phyletically much

' New investigations, specially directed to this point, by R. Godelmann, have
shown that 'in the great majority of cases' the regenerated legs of a Phasmid
{Bacillus rossii) exhibit a four-jointed tarsus ; but the regeneration of five joints also

occurs, though only after autotomy, and only in seven out of fifty cases (Archiv fur
Entwioklungsmechanik, Bd. xii, Heft 2, July igoi). The regeneration-rudiment in this

species seems to be in process of advancing slowly to the five-jointed type.
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more slowly than the parts which evolved in the ordinary way
and much more slowly than the determinants of these parts, for

natural selection means a selection of the fittest, and the speed with

which the establishment of a variation is attained depends, ceteris

2Jaribus, on the number of individuals that are exposed to selection

with respect to the varying part. If in a species of a million

living at the same time nine-tenths perish by accident, there will

remain only 100,000 from which to select the 1,000 which we will

assume constitute the normal number of the species. The more of

these 100,000 which possess the useful variation the higher will be

the percentage of the normally survivmg 1,000 possessing it, and

the more rapidly will the useful variation increase. But when it

is a question of the variation of the regeneration-primordium, the

selection will take place not among all the 100,000 individuals which

chance has spared, but only among those of them which have lost

a limb by accident, and thus are in a position to regenerate it more

or less completely. If we assume that this takes place in 10 per cent,

of cases, then selection for the improvement of the regeneration-

apparatus win only take place among 1,000 individuals, and thus the

process of modification of the regeneration-primordium must go on

very much more slowly than that of the limb itself.

I do not see how the opponents of the gei-m-plasm theory can

explain these facts at all, for the appeal to external influences is

here entirely futile, and that to internal liberating stimuli does not

suffice, since these must be difierent after a part has been cut ofi" from

what they were when the limb developed normally, and also difierent

from those which prevailed at the normal origin of the limb in

ancestral forms. The four-jointed tarsus of the ancestors of our

cockroaches did not arise as a result of amputation. We cannot

therefore avoid referring the processes of regeneration to particidar

' regeneration-determinants,' which are contained in the germ-plasm

and are handed on in ontogeny with the other determinants from

ceU-division to cell-division, tiU ultimately they reach the cells which

are to respond, or may have to respond, to the stimulus of injury by

some expression of their regenerative capacity. As these deter-

minants, as has been shown, can often only be very slightly subject

to the influence of selection processes, they wiU, in many respects, lag

behind in the phyletic development, and wiU tend to belong to an

ancestral type of the relevant part. They wiU often remain for a long

time at this ancestral level, and they will always adapt themselves to

new requirements more slowly than the parts which arise in the

nomial waj', and the determinants representing these in the germ.
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But the regeneration-determinants are variable, and, indeed, are so

hereditarily, and independently of the structure of the normal parts.

They thus follow their own path of phyletic development, and this

one fact is enough to secure a preference for the germ-plasm theory

above others that have hitherto been suggested. None of these has

even attempted an explanation of this fact ; the tendency has rather

been to call it in question. This, however, can be done at most only

in regard to the explanation of the regenerations as atavistic, cer-

tainly not in regard to the progressive variations of the regenerated

part, such as have been established by Leydig and Fraisse in regard

to the lizard's tail. It may be doubted whether the most primitive

insects had only four tarsal joints, but there is no disputing the

kainogenetic deviation of the lizard's-tail.

I have interpreted the regenerative capacity as secondary and

acquired, not as a primary power of all living substance, and I should

like to substantiate this in another way.

Let us go back to the simplest organism conceivable, which must

have represented the beginning of life on our earth, and we see that

this need not have possessed any special power of regeneration,

because, for an organism without differentiation of parts, growth is

equivalent to regeneration. But growth is the direct outcome of one

of the primary characters of the living substance, the capacity of

assimilation. This cannot be an adaptive phenomenon, nor can it

have arisen through selection, because selection presupposes repro-

duction, and reproduction is only a periodic form of growth ; but

growth follows directly from assimilation. The fundamental charac-

ters of the living substance, above all the dissimilation and assimilation

which condition metabolism, must have been in existence from the

first when living substance arose, and must depend on its unique

chemico-physicai composition. But the faculty of regeneration could

only be acquired when organisms became qualitatively differentiated,

so that each part was no longer like every other part or like the

whole. As soon as this stage was reached the faculty of regeneration

would necessarily be developed, if further multiplication was to take

place. For when each fragment could no longer become a whole by

simply growing, some arrangement had to be made by which each

fragment should receive, in the form of primary constituents, what it

lacked to make up the whole. We do not know the first beginning

of this adaptation, but, in its further development, it appears in the

form of ' nuclear substance,' enclosed in the nucleus of the cell, and,

as is well known, it is now to be found in all unicellular organisms.

That the nucleus there precedes regeneration in the sense that without
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a piece of it the cell-soma is not able to complete itself alone, we have
already seen, and the explanation of this fact has always seemed to
me to be that invisibly minute vital units relating to the regeneration
of the injured part leave the nucleus and evoke the development of

the missing parts by laws and forces still unknown to us. Loeb has
recently claimed that the nucleus is the cell's organ of oxidation; but
if that be true it would still not exclude the possibility that the
nucleus is also and primarily a storehouse of the material bearers of

the primary constituents of a species. It must be regarded as such
when we call to mind the phenomena of amphimixis in its twofold
aspects as conjugation and as fertilization, and its obvious outcome
among higher organisms where it implies the mingling of the

parental qualities.

Thus the ' nuclear substance ' of unicellular organisms is for us

the first demonstrable organ of regeneration, and first of all for

normal regeneration, which takes place at every reproduction, for

instance, of an Infusorian. For we have already seen that, in the

transverse division of a trumpet animalcule (Stentor), the anterior

part must develop the posterior half anew, while the posterior half

must develop the much more complex anterior half, with mouth
region and spiral bands of cilia. But as soon as the arrangement for

normal reproduction was elaborated, as soon as the nucleus was
present, as a depot of ' primary constituents,' this implied the pos-

sibility of regeneration in exceptional cases, that is, after injury.

The mechanism was already there, and it came into operation as soon

as a part of the animal was missing.

It is in the first nucleus, therefore, that we have to look for the

source of all regenerative capacity, both in unicellular and multi-

cellular organisms. But with the origin of the latter a limitation

took place, either quite at the beginning or a little later, for each

nucleus of the cell-colony no longer contained the whole complex of

' primary constituents ' or determinants of the species, but, in many
cases, only the reproductive cell possessed them. As soon as this began

to develop into a whole by cell-division the determinant-complex was

segregated. Thus the first cell-colonies with two kinds of cells arose,

as we have seen in the care of Volvox—the reproductive cells with

a complete equipment for regeneration in their nucleus, and the

somatic cells with a limited equipment for regeneration in their

nuclei. The somatic cell could no longer give rise anew to the whole

organism, but could only reproduce itself or its like.

But as many of the lower Metazoa and Metaphyta possess the

power of budding, that is, are able not only to produce a new indi-
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vidual from definite cells—the reproductive cells—with or without

sexual differentiation, but from other cell-groups also, these must

contain the whole complex of determinants appertaining to the

reconstruction of the organism, and we have to ask how this is

reconcilable with the differentiation of a multicellular organism,

whose different kinds of cells depend, according to our interpretation,

on the fact that they are controlled by different determinants.

Obviously, there is only one way out of this difficulty, and it

is the one we have already indicated, that although the diffuse

regenerative capacity which we have just alluded to occurs in species

which exhibit gemmation, this does not exclude the control of a cell

by a specific determinant ; other determinants may be contained in

the cell, in a state, however, in which they do not affect it, that is,

in an inactive or latent state.

Thus we arrive in this way also at our earlier assumption that

an inactive accessory-idioplasm is given to all, or at least to many
cell-generations. Only among plants must this necessarily be complete

germ-plasm, and among the lower plant-forms, as in Caulerpa among
the Algse, in 3Iarchant ia among Liverworts, it must be assumed to

be present in nearly all the cells, according to the experiments

in regenei-ation made by Reinke and Vochting. But in multicellular

animals which develop from two different germinal layers equipped

with a different complex of determinants budding arises from a

combination of at least two different kinds of cells, and we must

only ascribe to each of these its own peculiar determinant-complex

as regeneration-idioplasm. Higher plants show us that well-marked

power of budding is not necessarily associated with a high regenerative

capacity, the histologically specialized cells among them will contain

no inactive germ-plasm, because they do not need it. But in animals

the power of budding is probably always combined with high re-

generative capacity, as is shown by the Polyps and Medusoids above

all, and in a different way by the Ctenophores, which exhibit no

budding and at the same time a very slight regenerative capacity,

although they possess an organization scarcely higher than that of

the HydromedusEe. In the Ctenophores each of the first segmentation-

cells, when artificially separated, yields only a half-embryo, and we
may conclude from this that it contains no complete germ-plasm in an

inactive state, or at least very little, and certainly not a sufiicient

quantity to make it readily regenerative.

Undoubtedly, however, the regenerative capacity occurs apart

from the capacity for budding, yet this in no way contradicts the

theory. As we have seen, a high regenerative capacity is to be
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found among many animals which occur only as ' persons ' and not

as colonies or stocks, but only in those which are readily liable to

injury, and only in the manner conditioned by their injury. In the

higher Metazoa the regenerative power becomes more and more limited,

and in the Mammals it sinks to a mere closing up of wounds.

If we take a survey of the assumptions we have been compelled

to make from the standpoint of the theory to explain the develop-

ment of germ-cells, budding, and regeneration, it would seem as if it

were contradictory to assume that, on the one hand, complete germ-

plasm should be given to certain cell-series as inactive accessory idio-

plasm, and, on the other, that very numerous cells, at least in the lower

Metazoa, should have received the idioplasm of budding, and still more

numerous cells that of regeneration. But it is obvious that among the

lower Metazoa the idioplasm of budding and the idioplasm of regenera-

tion are equivalent; the same idioplasm, which, when liberated by
stimuli vmknown to us, co-operates from two or three germinal layers

in the formation of a bud, effects, in response to the known stimulus of

injury, the regeneration of the mutilated part. But germ-cells can never

arise in the Metazoa from the partial budding-idioplasm or regeneration-

idioplasm, because this is not complete germ-plasm, and because it can

only give rise to budding or regeneration through the co-operation of

two or more kinds of cells, while germ-cells always originate from one

celland never arise from the fusion of cells. Germ-cells can thus only

arise from the cells of the germ-track, and in no other way, no matter

M'hether the germ-track lie in the ectoderm, as in the Hydromedusse, or

in the endoderm, as in true jellyiishes (Acalephse) and the Ctenophores,

or in the mesoderm, as in many higher groups of animals. It is only

apparently that these cells belong to one particular layer, for in reality

they are unique in kind, and they are simply assisted in their develop-

ment by one or other cell-layer, from which they not infrequently

emancipate themselves, as happens so notably in the Hydromedusse.

As we have already said, it is only among plants that we must

think of budding as arising from cells which contain complete germ-

plasm, for here there are no ' germinal layers ' corresponding to those

of animal development, and the cells of ' the growing point ' must be

equipped with the complete germ-plasm. The plant, like the Hydroid

stock and the Siphonophore colony, is saved from death, in spite of the

frequent loss of its members, mainly by the fact that it is capable of

producing, at almost any part above the ground, buds which develop

into new shoots, with leaves and the like. This makes a power of

regeneration on the part of the individual leaves and flower-parts

superfluous, but at the same time it implies that an enormous number

II D
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of cells must be distributed over the whole surface of the plant,

each of which can in certain circumstances become the starting-point of

a bud. That is to say, each must contain, in a latent state, the complete

germ-plasm which is necessary for the production of an entire plant.

We must therefore assume that, in the higher colony-forming

plants, germ-plasm is contained in a great many cells, perhaps

in all which are not histologically diflerentiated, and sometimes

even in those which are so, as, for instance, in the leaves of Be-

gonias. I suppose, therefore, that in the higher plants the process

of development implies a segregation of the determinant-complexes of

the germ-plasm, but that this takes place at a late stage, and that

in a much higher degree than among animals the individual or the

' person ' carries with it germ-plasm in a latent state. To this must

be attributed the fact that the plant is not only able to make good its

losses in twigs and branches by sending out new shoots, but that

cuttings, that is, detached shoots, are also able to take root, and in

general to give rise to what is necessary to complete themselves

according to the position of the part in question. In the ontogeny

of animals, too, we must assume that it requires a liberating stimulus

to rouse the determinants to activity, that this stimulus is to be

sought for in the influence exercised by the constitution of the ceU

on the idioplasm contained within it, and that this constitution in

its turn is subject to influences from external conditions, including

the cell-soma itself. We may therefore suppose that, among plants also,

the germ-plasm latent in numerous cells only becomes active in whole or

in part according to the influences exerted on it by the state of the cell

at the moment ; but this varies with external circumstances, according

to whether the cell is exposed to light or lies under ground, according

as it is influenced by gravity, by moisture, chemical stimuli, and so on.

It might be objected to this that it would be simpler not to

assume a segregation of the germ-plasm into determinant-complexes

at all in order to explain the process of development, but rather to

credit each cell with a complete equipment of germ-plasm from the

beginning to the end of the ontogeny, and to attribute the diflerences

in the cells, which condition the structure of the plant and its

difierentiation, solely to the difierent influences, external and internal,

to which the cell is exposed, and which rouse some determinants to

activity at one part and others at another. Perhaps the botanists

would be more readily reconciled to this idea, but it seems to me that

there are two points which tell against the possibility of its being

correct. In the first place, it is far from being established that every

cell in the higher plants is capable of giving rise, under favourable
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conditions, to a whole new plant; every tree and every higher plant

has a multitude of cells in its leaves, its flowers, and so on, which

cannot do this, which are in fact differentiated in one particular

direction, that is, they contain only one kind of determinants, like the

histologically differentiated cells of the tissues of the human body.

Secondly, there are other organisms besides plants, and a theory of

development cannot be based on the phenomena to be observed

among plants alone, any more than a theory of heredity can. There

are obvious differences in the processes of life among plants as

contrasted with those among animals, but it is improbable that

there is any thoroughly fundamental difference. It is, however,

indubitable that the cells forming the tissues of higher animals, the

nerve, muscle, and glandular cells, are really differentiated in one

direction, and are quite incapable, under any circumstances whatever,

of growing into an entire organism, and even from this alone we might

conclude that they contain only one primordium or determinant. Are

we then to assume that the vascular cells, epidermis-cells, wood-cells,

and so on, of the higher plants, which are also diflerentiated in one

direction, do nevertheless contain the complete germ-plasm ? I do not

see any ground for such an assumption.

To conclude what can be said on the subject of regeneration we
must return to the question of an ultimate explanation of this marvel-

lous phenomenon. I have declined to attempt any explanation at all,

because I do not consider it possible to give a sufficient one as yet,

but I should like at least to give an indication as to the direction

in which we must look for it.

We assumed that there is a regeneration-idioplasm, and therefore

that there are ' primary constituents ' at certain positions in the

body, but how does it happen that these are able to build up the lost

parts in the proper situation and detail? A theoretical formula

might well be thought out, according to which the determinants of

successive parts would become active successively, and would thus

liberate one another in an appropriate order of sequence, but there

would not be much gained by this, especially as what we already

know in regard to the regrowth of the legs and toes in Triton does

not harmonize with such an assumption. It appears to me more

important—though even here we must still be very vague as to details

—to recognize that, in all vital units, there are forces at work

which we do not yet know clearly, which bind the parts of each unit

to one another in a particular order and relation. We were obliged

to assume such forces even in regard to the lowest units, the biophors,

since otherwise they could not be capable of multiplication by

D %
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division, on which all organic growth depends, unless we are to

assume, as Nageli did, a continual generatio cequivoca of the specific

kinds of biophors (his 'micellae'). But we shall see later, when we

come to speak of spontaneous generation, that we cannot acquiesce

in such an assumption. If, then, we cannot conceive of a power

of division arising from within and depending solely on growth

by means of assimilation, without such attractive and repellent

forces or 'vital affinities' the internal parts would necessarily fall

into disorder at every division. It seems to me therefore that such

' affinities ' must be operative at all stages in the life of the vital

units, not only in biophors, but also in the cell, and in the ' person

'

as well as in determinant and id. It is true that ' persons ' no longer

generally possess the power of multiplying by division, but in plants

and lower animals many do possess it ; and the power of giving rise

anew to certain parts is obviously a part of that power of doubling

the whole by division. The ultimate roots of regeneration, then,

must lie in these 'affinities' between the parts, which preside over

their arrangement and are able to maintain it and to give rise to it

anew. In this respect the organism appears to us like a crystal

whose broken points always complete themselves again from the

mother-lye after the same system of crystallization, obviously in

this case too as a result of certain internal directive forces, polarities,

which here again we are unable precisely to define. But the differ-

ence between the organism and the crystal does not—as people have

been hitherto inclined to believe—lie only in the fact that the crystal

requires the mother-lye to complete itself, while the vital unit itself

procures the material for its further growth ; it lies also in the fact

that such regeneration is not possible in every organism and at every

place, but that special ' primary constituents ' are necessary, without

which the relevant part cannot arise. The indispensableness of these

primary constituents, the determinants, seems to me to depend on the

fact that the new structure cannot be built up simply by procuring

organic material, but that specially heiun stones, different in every case,

are necessary, which can only be supplied in virtue of an historical

transmission, or, to abandon the metaphor, because the vital units

of which the organ is to be reconstructed possess a specific character

and have a long history behind them ; thus they can only arise from
such vital units as have been handed on through generations, that

is, from the determinants. But these primary constituents are given

to the difi"erent forms of life in very varying degrees and in very

unequal distribution, and as far as we can see according to their

sixitability to an end.
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LECTURE XXII

SHARE OF THE PARENTS IN THE BUILDING UP
OF THE OFFSPRING

The ids are ' ancestral plasms '—The reducing division brings about a diversity of

germ-plasm in the germ-cells—Bolles Lee's ' Neotaxis ' even in the primordial germ-
cells—Hacker's observations on the persistent distinctness of the maternal and paternal

chromosomes—Identical twins—The individuality is determined at fertilization

—

Unequal share of the ids in the determination of the offspring—Preponderance of

one parent in the composition of the offspring—Certain ids of the ancestors remain
unchanged in the germ-plasm of the descendants—Struggle of the Biophors—Alterna-

tion of the hereditary sequences in the parts of the child—Eeversion—Datura-hybrids

—Zebra-striping in the horse—Three-toed horses—New experiments in hybridization

among plants by Correns and De Vries—Xenia.

As far as the phenomena of regeneration and budding are con-

cerned, we have not been able to do much more than bring them
under a formula, which harmonizes with the germ-plasm theory.

But the case is different with the actual phenomena of inheritance

in the restricted sense, for instance, with regard to the transmission

of individual peculiarities from parent to child. Here the theory

really increases our insight and lets us penetrate deeper into the

causes of the phenomena ; it is here no longer a mere ' portmanteau-

theory.'

We are well aware, especially from observation on ourselves, that

is, on Man, that the children of a pair often resemble one another

but are never alike, and that one child frequently resembles one

parent, another the other, while a third may exhibit a mingling

of both parents. How does this come about? Since the germinal

substance of both parents is derived from that of the ovum, from

which they themselves have arisen^—^and must therefore be the

same in all the germ-cells to which they give rise—new determinants

cannot be added, and old ones cannot be dropped out, and variation

of the determinants, the possibility of which is granted, would still

not directly bring about the familiar mingling of resemblances to

the two parents, but would at most give rise to something new and

strange.

Here the theory helps to elucidate matters. We found ourselves

obliged to assume that the germ-plasm is composed of ids, that is,
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of equivalent portions of germ-plasm, each of which contains all

the kinds of determinants appertaining to the building up of

an individual, but each of these kinds in a particular individual

form. I have already called these ids 'ancestral plasms,' and

the term is appropriate, in so far that in every fertilization an

equal number of ids from the father and from the mother are

united in the ovum, so that the child is built up of the ids of his

two nearest 'ancestors.' But as the ids of the parents are derived

from those of the grandparents, and these again from those of the

great-grandparents, the ids are in truth the idioplasm of the

ancestors.

The expression, however, has been very frequently misunder-

stood, as if it were intended to mean that the ids retained tonchanged

for all time the character of their respective ancestors, and I have

even been credited with supposing that our own ids still consist

of the determinant-complexes of our fish-like or even Amoeba-like

ancestors. But in reality no id exactly or completely corresponds

to the type, that is, to the whole being of any one of the ancestors

in whose germ-plasm it was formerly contained, for each of the

ancestors had many ids in his germ-plasm, and his entire constitution

was not determined by any one of these alone, but by the co-operation

of them all. The individual arising from a germ-cell must necessarily

be the result of all the ids which make up his germ-plasm, but

undoubtedly the share taken by some of them may be much stronger

than that taken by others. It is also clear that, if we leave out

of account any possible variation on the part of the ids, each of them
belongs, not to one ancestor only, but to a whole series of ancestors,

and must have taken part in their development, so that it is not

the idioplasm of any particular ancestor, but only ancestral plasm

in the general sense. In this sense we may quite well retain the

designation, ' ancestral plasm,' for the id.

Thus, according to our view, the germ-plasm consists of ids,

each of which contains all the determinants of the whole ontogeny,

but usually in individually different quality.

Eeturning for a moment to the processes by which the reduction

of the chromosomes, that is, of the nuclear rods of germ-plasm in

the ovum and sperm-cell is brought about, we recall the fact that

this happens at the last two divisions of the germ-cell, the so-called

'maturing divisions.' In these the nuclear substance, as we have
seen, is divided between the two daughter-nuclei in a manner quite

different from the usual one, for a longitudinal splitting of the rods,

bands, or spheres in the equatorial plane of the nucleus does not
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take place, but half the number of rods move into the right and
half into the left daughter-nucleus without previous division, so

that in each daughter-nucleus the number of rods is reduced to

half (Fig. 76).

Although the distribution of the rods in this manner takes

place twice in succession, the normal number is not, as we have
already seen, reduced to a quarter, because, long before the occurrence

RedJI

Fig. 76. Diagram of the maturation divisions of the ovum. A, primitive
germ-cell. B, mother-egg-cell, which has grown and has doubled the number
of its chromosomes. C, first maturation division. X>, immediately thereafter

;

Sk I, the first directive cell or polar body. E, the second maturation spindle
has been formed ; the fii'st polar body has divided into two (2 and 3) ; the
four chromosomes remaining in the ovum lie in the second directive sjjindle.

F, immediately after the second maturation division ; i, the mature ovum

;

2, 3, and 4, the three polar cells, each of these four cells containing two
chromosomes.

of the first maturing division, a duplication of the rods by means

of longitudinal division had taken place, and thus the first division

differs from an ordinary division in that the splitting of the rods

does not take place during the process of dividing but long before-

hand. Only the second maturing division differs from all other

nuclear divisions known to us, since it is not associated with any

splitting of the rods at all, but conveys half of the existing rods
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into each daughter-nucleus. It is the true reducing division, through

which the number of the rods is reduced to one half '.

This numerical reduction must, however, have other consequences

;

it must make the germ-cells of the same individual qualitatively

unlike, that is, in relation to their value in inheritance. Let us assume

only four chromosomes of the rod-form (' idants ') as the nuclear

elements of a species, two of which, A and B, come from the mother, and

other two, G and D, from the father, the last maturing division

may, as far as we can see, result either in removing the combination

A and B from C and D, or A and C from B and D, or A and D from B and

C ; there is thus a possibility of one of six different combinations of rods

in any one germ-cell. What is the same thing, six different kinds of

germ-cells differing in their hereditary primary constituents may he

develo]ped in the same individual. As this new combination, or, as we

may call it, neotaxis of the germ-pl^sm elements, takes place in female

as well as in male individuals, there is a possibility that, in fertiliza-

tion, 6x6= 36 individuals with different primary constituents may
arise from the germ-cells of the same two parents. Of course the

number of possible combinations increases very considerably in pro-

portion to the normal number of rods, for with eight of these it comes

up to 70, and with sixteen to 12,870 ; the number of individuals differing

in their inherited primary constituents would thus be enormous, for

each of the 70 or of the 12,870 different hereditary minglings of the

ovum could combine in amphimixis with 70 or 13,870 different

sperm-cells, so that 70 x 70 and 12,870 x 12,870 offspring individually

different in their primary constituents might arise from the same two

parents. In Man there are said to be sixteen nuclear rods ; so that in

his case the last-mentioned number of parental hereditary minglings

might occur. This may seem a disproportionately high number as

compared with the small number of children of a human pair, but we
must not judge from the case of Man alone, and in plants and animals,

which we have already discussed, the number of descendants is very

much larger, and is often enormous. We saw what significance this

apparent extravagance on the part of nature has, for without it adapta-

tion to changed conditions of life would not be possible, since, if only

so many were born as could attain to reproduction, no selection of the

fittest could take place. The same would be the case if all the young
of a species were alike, and even if all the descendants of a single pair

* Recent investigations have shown that the reduction of the chromosomes does
not always take place exactly in accordance with the scheme here indicated, but that
it differs from it in many cases. But as investigations on this point are as yet by no
means complete, I need not go into the question further ; the ultimate result is the
same in any case.
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were alike, effective selection would be excluded, since only as many
individualities could be selected as there were pairs of parents. It is

easy to understand that selection works more effectively the larger

the number of descendants of a species and the more they differ from
each other. The chance that the best possible combination of characters

will occur is thereby increased.

Although we cannot calculate how many individuals of different

combinations of characters natural selection requires to work upon in

order to direct the evolution of the species ^, we can understand that

only as large a choice as possible can secure that the best possible

adaptations of all parts and organs are brought about and main-

tained. Precisely in the fact that in every generation such an

enormous superfluity of individuals is produced lies the possibility

of such intensive processes of selection as must continually take place,

if the adaptation of all parts is to be explained. For if among the

thousands of descendants of a fertile species each hundred were alike

among themselves, these hundreds would have, as far as natural

selection was concerned, only the value of a single variant. But such

an all-round adaptation as actually exists in the structure of species

requires as many variants as possible ; it requires that each individual

should be a peculiar com23lex of hereditary characters ; that is, that

all the fertilized germ-cells of a pair should possess an individually

well-marked character.

The justification of this postulate becomes all the clearer if we
take into consideration the male germ-cells as well as the female.

Let us think of the enormous number of sperm-cells which are

produced by many animals, and indeed by the highest of them—an

almost incalculably large number which certainly goes far beyond

millions. Let us assume that in Man there may be 12,870 million

spermatozoa, then. Math sixteen ids, and with an equally frequent

occurrence of all possible combinations of germ-plasm—there would

be 12,870—there would be a million of each type containing

identical germ-plasm. The danger that several ova would be

fertilized by identical sperm-cells would be by no means small.

It cannot, therefore, surprise us that other means have been

employed by Nature to secure re-groupings of the ids. The simplest

means would be, if before each division of the primitive germ-cells

the nuclear rods were to divide, and if the split halves were

' For this reason I have left the number of id-combinations given above unaltei-ed,

though, according to the most recent researches into the processes of maturation, they
are probably too high, since every conceivable combination does not actually

occur. We are here concerned less with the exact number than with the

principle.
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irregularly intermingled, then at the formation of the next nuclear

spindle an entirely new arrangement of the halves would result. But

in animals, at least, this is certainly not the case ; the processes of

reduction are restricted to the maturing divisions.

Years ago Ischikawa observed that, in the conjugation of

Noctiluca, the nuclei of the two animals become closely apposed, but

that they do not fuse, although they behave like a single nucleus in

the division which follows. In this case ^jaferjiaZ and maternal

nuclear substances remain separate (Fig. 83, vol. i. p. 317). The
same phenomenon has since been repeatedly observed in many-celled

animals, first by Hacker, then by Riickert in the Copepods, and after-

wards by Conklin in the eggs of a Gastropod {Crepiclula). But all

these observations referred only to the earlier stages of ovum-segmen-

tation up to twenty-nine cells, and it could not be affirmed that the

distinctiveness of the paternal and maternal chromosomes lasted till

farther on into the ontogenj-. Professor Hacker now informs me,

however, that he has been able to trace this separateness in

a Copepod (Canthocctriiptus) not only from the beginning of seg-

mentation on to the primitive genital cell, but also through the

divisions of this up to the mother-egg-cell ^. Thus we may now
assume that the paternal and maternal hereditary bodies remain

distinct, not only for a time, but throughout the whole development,

ii fact which confirms our assumption of the independence of the

nuclear rods, notwithstanding their apparent breaking-up in the

nuclear reticulum of the ' resting ' nucleus. This new knowledge

throws fresh light in another direction; it proves to us that the

remarkable and complicated processes which go on in the nucleus

during the maturing divisions haA^e really the significance which I

long ago ascribed to them ^, that of efiecting the maximum diversity

of intermingling of the patei-nal and maternal hereditary elements.

For Hacker has shown that during the second maturation-division

the paternal and maternal chromosomes are no longer united each in a

special group, but occur scattered about in the nucleus,and subsequently

come together again to form two differently combined groups.

If this were not so, if the maternal and paternal chromosomes

remained separate, then the reducing division would cause only one of

these groups to reach each of the germ-cells, and thus each mature

ovum or sperm-cell would contain either only paternal or only

maternal hereditary bodies. But this would make a reversion to

1 Since tliis was written Hiicker lias publislied his results. See Anafom. Anseiger xv
(1902), p. 440.

^ See my essay, Amphimixis, Jena, 1891.
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more than three generations back impossible, and as such re^er^ions

undoubtedly occur, we must conclude that manifold new combinations
of the paternal and maternal chromosomes take place. This obviously

happens during the maturation-divisions, at least in the Metazoa.

The more numerous the x'ods or the free individual ids in

a species are, the more numerous are the possible combinations.

Whether all the mathematically possible combinations actually occur

is a different question, which I should not like to answer in the

affirmative just yet ; but in any case the actual number of com-

binations in a species with many nuclear elements will be greater than

in one with few, and in this respect those species in which the ids

occur as independent granules will have an advantage over those in

which they are combined into rods or bands (idants). These latter,

however, afford us a better possibility of deducing the new com-
binations of the ids, although the idants themselves are not outwardly

distinguishable from each other.

I must refrain from going into these highly interesting processes

in more detail just now. So much is certain, that Nature makes use

of various means to bring about the re-combination, and at the same

time the reduction of the ids during the two ' reducing divisions.'

This is proved by the fact recently established by Montgomery, that

in many animal groups reduction results from the first maturing

division. Whether it operates at this stage with rings, bands, double

rods, X-shaped structures, groups of four (tetrads), and so on, all this

serves the same end, the more or less thoroughgoing re-arrangement of

the hereditary vital units. I am convinced that new investigations

into these processes, if they were undertaken from this point of view,

would lead to very important results ^. It would be important to find

out how great the variations are which thus arise, for it is very

probable that they differ in degree in the different animal-groups.

Even the combination of the ids into rods (idants) indicates that some

species may be more conservative than others in maintaining their

id-combinations, and that there will be among them a greater tenacity

in the hereditary combinations of characters (i.e. of the ' type ' of the

' Since this was written for the first edition observations of this process have been
considerably increased, and discussions as to the exact intei'pretation of tliese are in
full tide ; we are surrounded by a wealth of new observations, facts, and explanations,
without having attained to a consistent and unified theory. Several naturalists, such
as Boveri, Hacker, Wilson, and others, have attempted interpretations, but these ai-e

in many points contradictory to one another. It is therefore impossible to enter into
the question in detail here ; further light from new observations must be awaited. So
much we may say, however, that it is not chance alone which presides over the
re-arrangement of the chromosomes during the reducing divisions ; affinities play a part
also ; there are stronger or weaker attractions between the chromosomes, which aid in
determining their relative position to one another.
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parents). If we should succeed in penetrating more deeply into

these processes we should probably also understand why in certain

human families the hereditary characters are transmitted more purely

and more tenaciously than those of other families with which they

have mingled, and so on. It may well be that the persistence of

character is due to the fact that ids which have once combined into

rods hold firmly together, for it seems to me in no way impossible

that individual differences should occur even in these most delicate

processes.

But let us leave these more intimate questions out of account

altogether, and turn our attention to the more obvious and less delicate

phenomena, and we find that the re-arrangement of ids (Neotaxis)

which we have just discussed afibrds a simple explanation of the

generally observed phenomenon of the difierences between individuals !

Each individual is different from every other, not in the case of Man
alone, but in all species in which we can judge of differences, and this

is true not only of descendants of different parents, but even of those

of the same parents.

Of course the differences between two brothers or two sisters do

not depend entirely on the hereditary basis, but in part also on external

conditions which have affected them from embryonic development

onwards. Let us suppose that of two brothers who have sprung from

identical germ-cells one becomes a sailor, the other a tailor ; it would

not surprise us to find them very different in their fiftieth year, one

weather-beaten and tanned, the other pale ; one muscular, straight,

and vigorous, the other weakly and of bent carriage. The same
primary constituents develop differently according to the con-

ditions to which they are exposed. But the two brothers will still

resemble each other in the features of the face, colour of hair, form

of eyes, stature and proportion of limbs, perhaps even in a birth-

mark, more than any other human beings of their own or any other

family, and this resemblance will depend upon the identity of the

hereditary primary constituents, on the similar id-combination of the

germ-plasm.

Man himself affords a particularly good example in favour of this

interpretation in the case of so-called ' identical twins.' It is well

known that there are two kinds of twins, those that are not strikingly

alike, and often very different, and those that are alike to the extent

of being mistakable for one another. Among the latter the resem-

blance may go so far that the parents find it necessary to mark the

children by some outward sign, so that they may not be continually

confused. We have now every reason to believe that twins of the
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former kind are derived from two different ova, and that those of the

latter kind arise from a single ovum, which, after fertilization, has

divided into two ova. This not infrequently occurs in fishes and
other animals, and we can bring it about artificially in a number
of species by experimentally separating the two first blastomeres.

We have here, then, a case of absolute identity of the germ-plasm
in two individuals, for the id-combination of the two ova derived

from the same process of fertilization must be exactly the same.

That in such a case, notwithstanding the inevitable differences of

external influences to which the twins are exposed from intra-uterine

life onwards, such a high degree of resemblance should arise is a fact

of great theoretical importance. From the basis of the germ-plasm

theory we can very well understand it, for, according to the theory,

only precisely similar combinations of ids can give rise to identical

individuals.

But we learn more than this from the occurrence of identical twins.

They prove above all that the whole future individual is determined at

fertilization, or, to express it theoretically, that the id-composition of

the germ-plasm is decisive for the whole ontogeny. It might have

been supposed that the combination of ids could change again during

development, and that a greater multiplication of some than of others

might take place at certain stages of development, or through certain

chance external influences. It might have been thought that there was

a struggle among the ids in the sense that some of them were sup-

pressed and set aside. All such suppositions break down in face of

the fact of identical twins, which teaches us that identical germ-plasm

evokes an ontogeny which runs its course as regularly as two chrono-

meters, which are constructed and regulated alike.

But when I say that a struggle of the ids, in the sense of a material

setting aside of some of them, cannot take place, I by no means intend

to maintain that the influence which each individual id exerts on the

course of development may not be disproportionate to that exerted

by others, and, under some circumstances, very disproportionate

indeed. I must refrain from entering into this subject in detail

now, but I should like to give at least an indication of what I

mean.

If the germ-plasm consists of ids, these ids collectively must

determine the structure, the whole individuality— let us say,

briefly, the ' type ' of the offspring ; it is the resultant of all the

different impelling forces which are contained in the different ids.

If these were all equally strong, and all operating in the same

direction, they would necessarily all have the same share in the
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resultant of development, the ' type ' of the child. But this is not the

case.

Numerous experiments on the hybridization of two species of

plant have taught us that the descendants of such hybridization

usually maintain a medium between the ancestral species ; but it is

not always the case, for in jnany hybrids the character of one

species, whether paternal or maternal, preponderates in the young
plant.

We recognize the same thing still more clearly in Man, whose

children by no means always maintain a medium between the

characters of the two parents, but frequently resemble one—the

father or the mother—much more strongly than the other.

How can this fact be theoretically explained ? Must we ascribe

to the ids of the father or of the mother a greater determining

power? Without excluding such an assumption as on a priori

grounds inadmissible, I am inclined to believe that we do not

require it to explain this phenomenon. For, if we take our stand

simply on the fact of the preponderance of one parent, it follows

directly from this that not all the ids control the type of the

child, let the cause of the non-co-operation of some of them be what
it may. But if in this case only a portion of the ids contained in

the germ-plasm controls the type, this combination of ids suffices

to make the child resemble one parent, the father, for instance,

and consequently half the number of ids is sufficient in some cir-

cumstances to determine the child—taking for granted that the

one-sidedness of the inheritance is complete, which never actually

happens. But the half number of ids can only suffice if it includes

the same combinations of ids which have determined the type in

the case of the father; as soon as one or more ids of this par-

ticular combination are replaced by others the paternal germ-plasm

alone is not enough to call forth complete resemblance in the child.

But, at the reduction, a change of arrangement of ids takes place,

and a new combination arises, and thus each germ- cell receives its

particular group of ids. It may thus happen that, in one particular

sperm-cell, exactly the same group of ids is contained as that which
determined the type of the father, and that the same is true of a. par-

ticular egg-cell in regard to the type of the mother. Let us now
assume that a sperm-cell and an egg-cell meet, which contain both

those groups of ids which had determined the type of the father and
of the mother ; if the determining power of the maternal and paternal

ids were equal a child would result which would maintain the medium
between father and mother.
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As is well known this does happen not infrequently, although

it is difficult or impossible to demonstrate it precisely. In plant-

hybrids proof is easier, and it has been established that by far the

greater number of hybrids maintain a medium between the characters

of the two ancestral species. This proves that our assumption of

equal strength of the ids of both species must be correct in general,

for we know definitely in this case, as I shall show later, that the

paternal and the maternal ids are equivalent as regards the characters

of the species. This is the case, for instance, with the hybrids between

the two species of tobacco-plant, iVicu^/awa rustica andiV. paniculata,

which were reared by Kolreuter as far back as the eighteenth century,

and which then, as now, maintained a fairly exact medium between

the two ancestral species, and did so in all the individuals. Both

species thus strive to stamp their own character on the young plant,

and in both the hereditary power is equally great; in both it is

contained in the same number of ids, that is, in the half, for both

kinds of sex-cell have undei'gone reducing division. We have here,

then, strict proof that the half number of ids suffices to reproduce

in the oflTspring the type of the species, or, more generally, of the

parents.

If we apply these results to the inheritance of individual

differences in Man, we may say, that those germ-cells, to which at

the reducing division the same combination of ids has been handed

on as that which already determined the type of the parent, will

endeavour to impress this image again on the child. If a female

cell of this kind combine with a male which likewise contains the

facies-combination of the parent, in this case the father, the same

thing will happen which we described in the case of the plant-hybrids,

that is, a medium form between the type of the two parents will arise.

Not infrequently, however, there is a marked preponderance of

the one parent in the type of the child, and we have to inquire

whether the theory gives us any help with regard to such a case.

One might be inclined to assume a difference in the determining

power of the paternal and maternal ids, but if we cannot show to

what extent and for what reason this power may be different such

an assumption remains rather an evasion than an explanation.

Moreover, it would not always apply to the conditions in Man, for

if, for instance, the ids of a particular mother were in general stronger

than those of the father, all the children of the pair in question

would necessarily take after the mother; but it happens not infre-

quently that one child resembles the father preponderantly, and

another the mother. Moreover, the ids pass continually from the
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male to the female individual, and conversely, by virtue of the

continuity of the germ-plasm, so that the idea that sex can have

anything to do with the relative strength of the ids is altogether

erroneous.

But, as I have already said, unilateral inheritance occurs even

in the mingling of species-characters, and most clearly in the case

of plant-hybrids. Thus, for instance, hybrids between the two species

of pink, Dianthus barbatus and Dianthus deltoides, resemble the

latter species much more closely than the former, and the hybrid

between the two species of foxglove which are wild in Germany,

Digitalis purpurea and Digitalis lutea, is much more like the latter

than like the former.

It might be reasonably asked whether, in these crossings, the

normal number of ids in one species is not greater than in the other.

We know that, among animals at least, differences in the normal

number of chromosomes occur even in very nearly related species.

It is not impossible that this, in many cases, is really the cause of

the diversity of transmitting power in different species. Neverthe-

less, we cannot rest satisfied with this, for, in the first place,

this cause could not apply to the apparent unilateral inheritance

from one parent in Man, since the normal number of ids, as far

as we know, is strictly maintained in the same species, and second,

this would not explain certain phenomena of inheritance in plant-

hybrids.

It happens not only frequently, but usually, that the different parts

of the hybrid take after one or other parent in different degree, and

this is the case also with children. In the hybrid between the two
species of tobacco-plant, Nicotianu rustica and i\^. pianiculata, which

I have already given as an example of a medium form between

the two parents, such diversities occur i-egularly in all the hybrid

individuals. Thus the corolla-tube of the hybrid is nearer N. 2xmicu-

lata in regard to its length, but nearer JV. rustica in regard to its

breadth. Many hybrids suggest one parent-form in the leaves,

the other in the blossoms. In the same way in the child the form

of ej'e may be that of the father, the colour of the iris that of

the mother, the nose maternal, the mouth paternal—in short, the

preponderance in heredity swings hither and thither from part to

part, from organ to organ, from character to character, and this

is even the rule though the oscillations may not always be apparent

and are often invisible.

If we think of the proposition we arrived at eai'lier, and which

was proved chiefly by the case of identical twins, that the facies
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or ' type ' of the descendant is determined at fertilization, we may
be inclined to regard such an oscillation of the hereditary tendencies

as almost impossible, for it means that, with the given mingling of

parental germ-plasms, the potency of inheritance from the two parents

in everjr part of the offspring is determined once for all in advance.

But the case of identical twins corroborates these oscillations, for

in them, too, the father predominates in one part, the mother in

another, and it proves, at the same time, that these oscillations

do not depend on any chances whatever in development, but that

they are exactly predetermined in the mingling of the hereditary

substances in the germ-plasm of the fertilized ovum, and are strictly

adhered to throughout development.

This fact can only be explained thus : the primary constituents

of the different parts and characters of the body are contained in

the parental germ-plasm in varying degrees of hereditary or trans-

missive strength, and this can be understood very well from our

point of view without putting anything new into the ' portmanteau

'

of our theory (Delage).

But I must digress a little in order to make this plain.

When, in speaking of plant -hybrids, I said that the collective

ids of the germ-plasm of a species must be equivalent in regard

to the characters of the species, I did not speak quite precisely

;

in the majority of ids, in many cases in an overwhelming majority,

this must be the case, but not actually in all, at least not on the

assumption we make that the transformation of species is accomplished

under the control of natural selection.

Let us recall what we have already established in regard to the

evolutionary power of natural selection, namely, that the changes

which it controls can never transcend the range of their utility,

and it will be clear to us that, of the many ids which make up the

germ-plasm of the species, only so many will be modified as are

necessary to evoke the character which has varied. Just as the

protective resemblance of an insect to a leaf may be raised to a very

high pitch, but can never become perfect, because an imperfect

resemblance is already sufficient to deceive the persecutor, and the

selective process comes to a standstill because individuals which

possessed a still greater resemblance to a leaf would be no better

protected from destruction than the others, so in the modification

of a species the whole of the ids need not at once be modified, if

a majority is sufficient to stamp the great majority of individuals

with the desired variation. But it may happen that, at the reduction

of ids during the development of the germ-cells, an id-combination

II. E
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with wholly or almost wholly unchanged ids may come to<;other in

one germ-cell, and it' another sperm-cell of this kind moots \\ith an

egg-cell similarly constituted, an individual of the old spocies nmst

arise. Bvit this must—on oiir assumption—be at a disadvantage as

compared with the transformed individuals in the struggle for exist-

ence, and will perish in it, and thoroforo the number of unmoditlod

ids in the germ-plasm of the species will graduallj'- diminish. It is

obvious, howevor, that this will take place very slowly, as wo may
conclude from the phenomena of reversion, of wJiich I shall have to

speak later on.

But what is true of the ids is trv;e also of their constituent ]iarts,

the determinants, and that—if I mistake not—is fundamental in the

interpretation of the alternation of hereditary' succession in the parts

of the child.

According to our theory, the ids do not colloctivoly exert

a controlling influence on the cells, not oven on the gonu-colls. whose

histological diflerentiation into spermatic or egg-cells can only tlopend

on control through specific sex- cell determinants. It is the ditt'oront

determinants of the ids that control ; transformations of the species

will, it is true, depend on transformations of the ids, but this need

not necessarily consist in a variation of all the determinants of the

id. If, for instance, two species of butterfly, Lycaina cuirdis in

(lermany and Lynvna (irtii.riT.ceti in Scotland, only differ from each

other in that the black spot in the middle of the wing in L. ((f/rdis

is milk-white in L. artaxerxes, no other dotorminnnts in the id of the

germ-plasm can be diftoront except those which control this particular

spot. In a majority of the ids in L. avtaxevxes the tloterminants of

this spot must have boon modified, let us say, to the production of

' milk-white.' This majority will increase very slowly if the white

colour has no pronounced advantage for the persistenet' of the

species, but it will increase gradually, as we have already seen, though

extremely slowly, through the t'limination of those individuals ^^•hose

germ-plasm at the reducing division has chanced to receive a majority

of ids with the old, unmodified determinants, and which have there-

fore reverted to the ancestral form. This will happen whenever the

new character has any use, however small, in maintaining the species.

But in most modifications of species quite a number of parts and
characters have undergone variation cuther simultaneoiisly or in rapid

succession; in many cases nearly all the details of structure, and

therefore almost all the determinants of the germ-plasm, must have

varied. We must not, however, assume that all the t-quivalent

determinants, for instance, all the determinants K in all the ids,
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have varied 1, and above all we must not take for granted that

the determinants of different characters or parts of the body, for

instance, the determinants L, M, or N, must all undergo variation

in an equal number of ids. It will depend on two factors whether
a new character is implicit, in the form of varied determinants, in

a small or in a very large majority of ids : first, on the relative age

of the character, and, secondly, on its value in relation to the

persistence of the species. The more important a character is for

the species the more frequently is it decisive for the life or death

of the individual, and the more sharply will individuals not possessing

it be eliminated, and the more rapidly, therefore, will those whose

germ-plasm still contains a majority of the unvaried determinants

of this character tend to disappear. In this way these determinants

will tend to sink down from generation to generation to an ever

smaller minority in the germ-plasm of those that survive.

Thus in the ids of any species which has been in some way
transformed—and that is as much as to say, in every species—the

equivalent or homologous determinants are modified in a very varied

percentage. A very modern and at the same time not very important

character K' will only be contained in a small majority of ids, while

in the remainder the original homologous ancestral determinant K
is contained ; an older but not very much more important character

M' must have its determinants in a larger majority in the ids, while

a character V of decisive importance for the preservation of the

species, if it has been in existence long enough, must be represented

in almost all the ids, so that the homologous unvaried determinants

of the ancestral species V can only have persisted in an id here

and there.

If this argument be correct, many phenomena of inheritance

become intelligible, especially the variability in the expression of

the inheritance in the parts of the offspring, which is more or less

rigidly predetermined at fertilization. For the germ-plasm thus

contains in advance every kind of determinant in diverse nuances,

and in definite numerical proportions. In a plant N', for instance,

Ba' may be the determinant of the modern leaf-form, and may
occur in twenty-two out of twenty-four ids of the germ-plasm,

while the two remaining ids still contain unmodified the old leaf-

form determinants Ba, which the ancestral form N possessed. But

the flower of N' may be of still more recent origin, and contain the

' By equivalent or homologous determinants I mean the determinants of different

ids which determine similar parts, e.g. the scales of that wing-spot in Lycama agesiis

which is alluded to above, and to which we must refer again in more detail.

E a
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modern flower determinants BV only in sixteen out of twenty-four

ids, while in the other eight the old flower-determinant Bl of the

ancestral form has persisted. Let us now suppose that another

nearly related species P' has, conversely, a recently changed leaf-

form but a very ancient form of flower, so that the former is

represented only in sixteen ids by the determinants of the leaf ha',

and the latter in twenty-two ids by the flower-determinants hi':

it is obvious that when the two species are crossed, notwithstanding

the equal number of ids in the germ-plasm, the leaves of the hybrid

will resemble more closely those of the ancestral form N, and the

flowers those of the form P; it is even conceivable that in such

a case the numerically preponderating leaf-determinants N, and

the equally preponderating flower-determinants of P may form

a close phalanx, so to speak, against the much less numerous

homologous determinants of the other species, and that against

this power working in a definite direction the others can make no

headway and are simply condemned to inaction.

How we may or can picture this as occurring is a question

which of course admits only of being answered very hypothetically,

and it leads us, moreover, into the region of the fundamental pheno-

mena of life, with the interpretation of which we are not here

concerned. For the present we have assumed that life is a chemico-

physical phenomenon, and we have postponed the deeper explanation

of it to the remote future, that we may confine ourselves in the

meantime to the solution of the problem of inheritance on the basis

of the forces resident in the vital elements. But we may, nevertheless,

make the supposition that a kind of struggle between the difierent

kinds of biophors may take place within the cell, if the homologous

determinants of all the ids for the control of the cell have entered

into it.

In many cases this struggle will be decided by the numerical

preponderance of one kind of determinant over the other, but it is

certainly conceivable that dynamic difierences may also have some-

thing to do with it.

Let us, however, abstain from trying to penetrate further into

the obscurity of these processes, and let us content ourselves with

establishing that the preponderance of one parent in some or many
parts of the child may be almost if not quite complete, and that this

compels us to assume that the hereditary substance of the other

parent is in such cases rendered inoperative—for we know it is

present—since the ids of both parents all go through the whole

ontogeny, and are contained in every somatic cell.
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Upon this struggle between homologous determinants depends

the possibility of the entire suppression or inhibition of the influence

of one parent, the whole diversity in the mingling of paternal and

maternal character in the body of the offspring. It is in this

that we must seek the explanation of the fact that not only whole

bodily parts of the child, such as arms, legs, the nature of the skin,

the form of the skull, may take after sometimes the father, sometimes

the mother wholly or predominantly, but that the small separate sub-

divisions of a complex organ may sometimes turn out more maternal,

sometimes more paternal. Thus intelligence from the mother and

will from the father, musical talent from the father and a talent

for drawing from the mother, may be inherited by the same child.

I do not doubt that genius depends in great part on a happy

combination of such mental endowments of the ancestors in one

child. Of course something more is necessary, namely, the strength-

ening of certain of these hereditary endowments, but of this we shall

speak later.

It is, however, not only the immediate ancestors, that is to

say, the parents, that have to be taken account of in this mingling

of hereditary contributions, but also those more remote. Not a few

characters in the child do not occur in either parent, but were present

in the grandparents, and their reappearance is called 'atavism' or

' reversion.' Let us consider this phenomenon in more detail, and

try to find out whether and how far it can be interpreted by

means of our theory.

The simplest and clearest cases are again found among plant-

hybrids. It may happen, for instance, that a hybrid between two

species, when dusted with its own pollen, gives rise to descendants,

some of which resemble only one of the ancestral forms: thus we

have reversion to one of the grandparents. The explanation of this

lies in the different modes in which the reducing divisions are

effected; if they take place in such a manner that all the paternal

ids of the hybrid are separated from the maternal ids, then the

result is germ-cells which are like those of the grandparents, that

is, those of the parent species, and these, if they happen to combine

in amphimixis, must give rise to a pure seedling of one or other

of the two ancestral species. This case occurs less rarely than was

formerly supposed, and than it could do if absolutely free combination

of the idants took place at reduction. If combination were quite

unrestricted, all other possible combinations would be likely to occur

as frequently as these. But recent experiments have shown that,

in many plant-hybrids, the germ-cells of the hybrids which are
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fertilized by their own pollen are either purely paternal or purely

maternal. There cannot, therefore, be free combination of the

idants at the reducing divisions; the idants of the two parent-

forms separate from one another and do not combine. It is doubtful,

however, whether the same thing occurs within a race, for instance,

in the case of reproduction within a human race.

In Man reversion to a grandparent occurs not infrequently, and

we may explain it thus : the id-group which controlled the type of

the grandfather was also contained in the germ-cell which gave rise

to the existence of the father, but it did not dominate the type in

that case because a more powerful id-group was opposed to it in

the gerrn-cell of the grandmother. When, later on, at the reducing

divisions of the germ-cells of the father, this id-group again arrived

in the sperm-cells of the father, it would predominately control

the type of the child, that is, of the third generation, provided

that the egg-cell with which it combined contained a weaker

id-group.

In the ease of ordinary plant-hybrids what are designated rever-

sions can only be called so in a wide sense, for the ancestral characters

are contained visibly in the parent, although mingled with those of

the other parent. In human families, however, there are undoubted

cases in which one or more characters of the grandparent reappear

in the child which were not in any visible way expressed in the

parent, and must therefore have been contained in the parent's

germ-plasm in a latent state. And there are both in animals and

plants reversions to ancestors lying much further back, to characters

and groups of characters which have not been visible for many
generations, and the occurrence of these can only be explained on

the assumption that certain groups of ancestral determinants have

been carried on in the germ-plasm in too small a number to be able

to give rise ordinarily to the relevant character. Such isolated

determinants may, however, in certain circumstances be strengthened

by the amphimixis of two germ- cells both containing small groups

of them, and thus augmented they may gain a controlling influence.

In this case the chances of the reducing divisions have a part to

play, since they bring together the old unvaried ancestral determinants

which, as we have seen, may persist in the germ-plasm of any species

through a long series of generations. This would, of course, only

sufiice to bring about a reversion if the determinants of the ancestral

species were still contained in the germ-plasm in comparative abun-

dance. If this is no longer the case, something more is necessary, and
that is the relative weakness of the more modern determinants.
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If two white-flowered species of thorn-apple, Datura ferox and
Datura loivis, be crossed, there arises a hybrid with bluish violet

flowers and brown stalks instead of green. This was interpreted

by Darwin as a reversion to violet-flowering ancestral species on

both sides, for there are even now a great number of species of

Datura with violet flowers and brown stalks. When the two
white forms are crossed the reversion takes place every time, not

merely in some cases, and we may conclude from this that in both

these species there is still such a strong admixture of the same

unvaried ancestral ids that they always excel the ids of the two
modern species crossed, in strength though certainly not in number.

And this superiority must again depend on the fact that similar

determinants of the same part are cumulative in their effect, while

dissimilars are not.

For this reason reversions to remote ancestors occur readily when
species and breeds are crossed, while they are rare in the normal in-

breeding of a species. The reversions of the breeds of pigeon to their

wild ancestral form, the slaty-blue rock-pigeon, never result, as

Darwin showed, and as we have already noticed, from pure breeding of

one race, but only when two or more breeds are repeatedly crossed

with one another. Even then it occurs by no means always, but only

now and again. The germ-plasm of the breeds must therefore still

contain ids of the rock-pigeon, but in a small number, varying from

individual to individual. If by fortunate reducing divisions and the

meeting together of a sperm-cell rich in ancestral ids with a similarly

endowed egg-cell the number of ancestral ids be raised to such a point

that it exceeds the number of modern-breed ids contained in each one

of the conjugating germ-cells, the ancestral ids control the develop-

ment and reversion occurs, for the ancestral ids together have a cumu-

lative effect while the ids of the two parent breeds are different and

therefore, as far as they are so, cannot be co-operative in their

influence. But it must be understood that they need not be different

as far as all their determinants are concerned, but usually only as

regards some groups, and thus it happens that reversion does not

occur in regard to all, but only in regard to particular characters

—

thus in the Datura hybrids, chiefly in regard to the colour of the

flowers and the stem, and in the hybrids between different breeds

of pigeon mainly in regard to the colour and marking of the

plumage.

The reversions of the horse and ass to striped ancestors, which

Darwin has made famous, go much further back into the ancestral

history of the species, for while we know the ancestral form of the
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domestic pigeon in the still living rock-dove (Columba livia), the

ancestral form common to the horse and the ass is extinct, and we
can only suppose that it was striped like a zebra, because such striping

occasionally occurs in pure horses and pure asses, at least in their

youth, although now only on the legs, and because this striping is

often more marked, in the hybrid between the horse and the ass, the

mule. In Italy, where one sees hundreds of mules, the striping is not

exactly frequent, but it may occur in about two per cent., while in

America it is said to be much more frequent. The germ-plasm of the

horse and the ass must therefore contain, in varying numbers, ids

whose skin-colour determinants represent in part still unmodified

ancestral characters. When two germ-cells chance to meet in fer-

tilization, both of which have received, through a favourable reducing

division, a relatively large number of such ids, a relative majority of

these in the fertilized ovum is opposed to the dissimilar and therefore

mutually neutralizing homologous determinants of horse and ass, and

reversion to the ancestral form occurs.

These cases of reversion are enough to show us that the old

unmodified ancestral determinants may persist in the germ-plasm

through long series of generations. But an even deeper glimpse into

the dim ancient history of our modern species of horses is afforded by
the occurrence of three-toed horses, references to a small number of

which the palseontologist Marsh was able to discover in literature,

and one of which he was able to observe in life. Julius Caesar

possessed a horse whose three-toed feet represented a reversion to the

horses of Tertiary times, Mesohippus, Miohippms, and Protohippus or

Hipparion ; for all these genera possessed, in addition to the strong

middle toe, two weaker and shorter lateral toes.

In the germ-plasm of our modern horses there must still persist

in certain ids the determinants of the ancestral foot, which, after a long

succession of favourable reducing divisions combined with favourable

chances of fertilization, may come to be in a majority, and may thus

be able to induce a reappearance of a character which has long been

hidden under the surface of the present-day type of the species.

I do not propose to enter further on the discussion of the

phenomena of inheritance. A more detailed investigation of the

phenomena of reversion is to be found m' The Germ-plaavi,' published

ten years ago ; and the discussion could not be resumed here without

a critical consideration of a relatively large series of newly acquired

facts not always harmonizing, and, as yet, not even fully available.

The year 1900 has given us the investigations of three botanists,

De Vries, Correns, and Tschermak, who have sought by experiments
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in hybridization between different sorts of peas, beans, maize, and
other plants, to throw light on the phenomena of inheritance, and
thus on the actual processes which occur in the germ-plasm at the

reducing division. This led to the discovery that similar experiments

had been published as far back as 1866 by the Abbot of Briinn,

Gregor Mendel, and that these had been formulated as a law which is

now called Mendel's law. Correns showed, however, that this law,

though correct in certain cases, did not by any means hold good in all,

and we must thus postpone the working of this new material into

our theory until a very much wider basis of facts has been supplied

by the botanists. There is less to be hoped for from the zoologists in

regard to this problem owing to the almost insuperable difficulties in

the way of a long series of experiments in hybridization in animals.

I myself have repeatedly attempted experiments in this direction, and
have always had to abandon them, either because the crossing

succeeded too rarely, or because the hybrids did not reproduce among
themselves, or did so defectively, or because the distinguishing

characters of the crossed breeds proved insufficiently tenacious or

diagnostic. But it would be a line task for zoological gardens to

undertake such experiments from the point of view of the germ-plasm

theory, and their success would affijrd material for the criticism of

the theory, the more valuable because it is apparent from the experi-

ments on plants that the processes of heredity are manifold, and are

far from being uniform in different domains ^

I have assumed for my theory that the reducing division took

place according to the laws of chance, and that thus every combination of

ids occurred with equal frequency. This assumption seems to be con-

firmed, by the experiments of the botanists I have mentioned, only in

so far that in the crossing of hybrids with one another every com-

bination of distinctive characters occurred with equal frequency.

But, on the other hand, the splitting of the germ-plasm at the reduc-

ing division seems, as I said before, in many cases to take place in

such a way that the id-groups of the two parents are discretely

separated from one another ; this was so in the stocks, peas, beans,

and other hybrids. But even if this were always the case in these,

we could hardly infer that it must be the same everywhere ; we
should rather expect that the relationship of the two parents and

their ids would bring into play the finer attractions and repulsions

between the ids of the germ-plasm, and would thus determine their

arrangement and grouping. Further investigations may clear up this

' Castle and Allen have recently published the results of experiments in crossing

white mice with grey, and these confirm Mendel's Law.
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point ; ill the iiieantimo wo can only nay that ahvailj'

—

wen aiiiuiii;'

hybrids—many deviations from Mendel's Law have been established,

for instance, by Bateson and Saunders (1903).

Kel'ort' I conclude this lectnix^ I should like to refer brietiy to

a phenomenon which Darwin was accjuainted with and souj>'ht to

explain through his theory of Panj;enesis, but which at a later date

A\as regarded as not sufficiently authenticatt'tl to justify any attempt

at a theoretical explanation, since it seemed to contradict all our

conceptions of hereditary substance and its operations. I refer to

the phenomenon to which the botanists ha\e given the pretty name

of Xenia (gut'st-gifts), ami which consists in the fact that in crosses

of two ditferent plants the characters of the male may appea.r not

only in the young plant but even in the seed, so that a transference

of paternal characters seems to take place from the pollen-tube to

the mother, to the ' tissue of the maternal o\ ary.' In heads of yellow-

grained maize {Zca) it -is said that, after dusting with pollen from

a blue-seeded variety, blue seeds appear among the yellow, and

similar observations on other cultivated plants lia\e been on reet)rd

for more than half a century. Thus dusting the stigma of green

varieties of grape with the pollen of a dark blue kind is said

frequently to give rise to dark blue fruits.

Darwin accepted these observations as correct, and endeavoured

to explain them as due to a migration of his ' gemmules ' from the

fertilized ovum into the surrounding tissue of the mother-plant.

His explanation was not correct, we can say with confidence now,

but he was right so far, for the phenomena of Xenia do occur; they

are not illusory as most modern botanists seem inclined to believe.

I myself was at first inclineil to wait for further facts in proof that

the phenomena of Xenia reall}' occurred befori' attempting to bring

them into harmony with my theory, and this will not be found fault

with when it is remembered that these cases of Xenia seem to stand

in direct contradiction to the fundamental postulates of the germ-

plasm theory. For this depends essentially on a dc^linit^^ stable

structure of the germ-substance, which lies within the nucleus in

the form of chromosomes, and which cannot pass from one cell to

another in any other way than by cell-division and division ot the

nucleus; how then could it pass from the fertilized ovum to the cells

of the endosperm which do not derive their origin from it at all,

but from other cells of the embryo-sac? In point of fact some

of my opponents have cited Xenia as an actual refutation of my
theory.

That cases of Xenia really do occur is now established by the
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comprehensive and at the same time exceedingly careful experiments
recently made by C. Correns with Zea Main ; it is only necessary to

look through the beautiful figures with which his work is adorned
to be convinced that heads of maize whose blossoms have been dusted

with the pollen of a different kind produce more or less numerous seeds

of the paternal kind, usually mingled with those of the maternal.

Thus heads of the variety Zea alba resulting from fertilization with
Z. cyanea exhibited a majority of white grains, but among them
a smaller number of blue ; and the converse experiment, of dusting
Z. cyanea with the pollen of Z. alba, yielded heads in which a minority
of white gi-ains appears among a majority of blue. But it is always

Fig. 82. Fertilization in the Lily {Lilium martagon), after Guiguiird. A, the
embryo-sac before fertilization ; sy, synergidse ; eis, ovum ; op and up, upper and
lower ' polar nuclei

' ; ap, antipodal cells. B, the upper part of the embryo-sac,
into which the pollen-tube {pschl) has penetrated with the male sex-nucleus

(Sk) and its centrosphere ; below that is the ovum-nucleus (? k) with its (also

doubled) centrosphere (csph). C, remains of the pollen-tube (^psc/tl) ; the two
sex-nuclei are closely apposed. Highly magnified.

only the nutritive layer surrounding the embryo—the endosperm

—

which exhibits the character of the paternal species, and even the cap-

sule surrounding the seed shows nothing of it, but is purely maternal.

Thus the heads of different species with pale-yellow capsule, when
dusted with the pollen of Z. rubra, never have red seeds like those of

Z. rubra, but always seeds with a pale-yellow skin, while, in the con-

verse experiment, dusting of the red-skinned species Z. rubra with

pollen from Z. vulgata, all the seeds are red, like those of the maternal

species, and the influence of the paternal species only shows when the

strong red skin has been removed, so that the intense yellow colour

of the endosperm, which in the pure maternal species is white, is

exposed to view. Thus the mysterious influence of the pollen never
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goes beyond the endosperm, and the riddle of this influence is solved

in the most unexpected manner, indeed was solved even before Correns

had securely established the genuine occurrence of Xenia. The ex-

planation is due to recent disclosures in regard to the processes of

fertilization in flowering plants.

It had long been known that the pollen-tube contains not merely

one generative nucleus but two, which arise from one by division.

But what had till recently remained unknown was that not only one

of these penetrated into the embryo-sac to enter into amphimixis with

the egg-cell, but that the other also makes its way in, and there fuses

with the two nuclei which had long been designated the upper and

lower polar-nuclei (Fig. 82, op. cit.). Nawaschin and Guignard

demonstrated that these two nuclei fuse tvith the second vnale nucleus;

thus two acts of fertilization are accomplished in the embryo-sac, and

one of these gives rise to the embryo, while the second becomes

nothing less than the endosperm, the nutritive layer which surrounds

the embryo, whose origin from the polar nuclei had been previously

recognized.

Thus the riddle of Xenia is essentially solved. We understand

how paternal primary constituents may find their way into the

endosperm, and indeed must do so regularly; we understand also

how the paternal influence never goes beyond the endosperm. The
riddle is thus not only solved, but at the same time the view which
assumes a fixed germ-plasm, and believes it to lie in the nuclear

substance of the germ-cells, receives further confirmation, if it

should need any, for if facts which are apparently contradictory to

a theory can be naturally brought into harmony with it, this affords

a stronger argument for the correctness of the theory than the power
of explaining the facts which were used in building it up.

There is much more to be said in regard to Xenia, and I am
sure that much that is of interest will be brought to light by deeper

investigation; theoretical difficulties will still have to be overcome,

and I have already pointed out one of these in my ' Germ-plasm,' but

I must here rest satisfied with what has been already said.

We have now passed in review and attempted to fit into the

theory a sufficiently large number of the phenomena of heredity for

the 'purpose of these lectures. Although, as is natural, much of this

must remain hypothetical, we may accept the following series of

propositions as well founded : there is a hereditary substance, the

germ-plasm ; it is contained in very minimal quantity in the germ-
cells, and there in the chromosomes of the nucleus; it consists of

primary constituents or determinants, which in their diverse arrange-
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ment beside or upon one another form an extremely complex structure,

the id. Ids and determinants are living vital unities. Each nucleus

contains several, often many, ids, and the number of ids varies with

the species and is constant for each. The ids of the germ-plasm of

each species have had a historical development, and are derived from

the germ-plasm of the preceding lineage of species; therefore ids

can never arise anew but only through multiplication of already

existing ids.

And now, equipped with this knowledge, let us return to the

point from which we started, and inquire whether the Lamarckian

principle of evolution, the inheritance of functional modifications,

must be accepted or rejected.
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LECTURE XXIII

EXAMINATION OF THE HYPOTHESIS OF THE
TRANSMISSIBILITY OF FUNCTIONAL MODIFICATIONS

Darwin's Pangenesis—Alleged proofs of functional inheritance—Mutilations not

transmissible—Brown-Sfiquard's experiments on Epilepsy in guinea-pigs—Confusion of

infection of the germ with inheritance, Pebrine, Syphilis, and Alcoholism—Does the

interpretation of the facts require the assumption of the transmission of functional

modifications ?—Origin of instincts—The untaught pointer—Vom Eath's and Morgan's

views—Attachment of the dog to his master—Fearlessness of sea-birds and seals on

lonely islands—Flies and butterflies—Instincts exercised only once in the course of

a lifetime.

As I have already said in an earlier lecture, Darwin adhered to

Lamarck's assumption of the transmission of functional adaptations,

and perhaps the easiest way to make clear the theoretical difficulties

which stand in the way of such an assumption is to show how
Darwin sought to present this principle as , theoretically conceivable

and possible.

Darwin was the first to think out a theory of heredity which

was worthy of the name of theory, for it was not merely an idea

hastily suggested, but an attempt, though only in outline, at elaborating

a definite hypothesis. His theory of ' Pangenesis ' assumes that cells

give rise to special gemmules which are infinitesimally minute, and

of which each cell brings forth countless hosts in the course of its

existence. Each of these gemmules can give rise to a cell similar

to the one in which it was itself prodxiced, but it cannot do this at

all times, but only under definite circumstances, namely, when it

reaches 'those cells which precede in order of development' those

that it has to give rise to. Darwin calls this the ' elective affinity

'

of each gemmule for this particular kind of cell. Thus, from the

beginning of development there arises in every cell a host of gemmules,

each of which virtually represents a specific cell. These gemmules,

however, do not remain where they originated, but migrate from

their place of origin into the blood-stream, and are carried by it

in myriads to all parts of the body. Thus they reach also the ovaries

and testes and the germ-cells lying within these, penetrate into them,

and there accumulate, so that the germ-cells, in the course of life,

come to contain gemmules from all the kinds of cells which have

appeared in the organism, and, at the same time, all the variations
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which any part may have undergone, whether due to external or

internal influences, or through use and disuse.

In this manner Darwin sought to attribute to the germ-cells

the power of giving rise, in the course of their development, to the

same variations as the individual had acquired during its lifetime

in consequence of external conditions or functional influences.

I abstain from analysing the assumptions here made; their

improbability and their contradictions to established facts are so great

that it is not necessary to emphasize them ; the theory shows plainly

that it is necessary to liave recourse to very improbable assumptions,

if an attempt is to be made to find a theoretical basis for the trans-

mission of acquired (somatogenic) characters. Even when Darwin
formulated his theory of Pangenesis his assumptions were hardly

reconcileable with what was known of cell-multiplication : now they
are above all irreconcileable with the fact that the germ-substance

never arises anew, but is always derived from the preceding genera-

tion—that is, with the continuity of the germ-plasm.

If we were now to try to think out a theoretical justification we
should require to assume that the conditions of all the parts of the

body at every moment, or at least at every period of life, were

reflected in the corresponding primary constituents of the germ-plasm

and thus in the germ-cells. But, as these primary constituents

are quite difierent from the parts themselves, they would require to

vary in quite a difierent way from that in which the finished parts

had varied; which is very like supposing that an English telegram

to China is there received in the Chinese language.

In spite of this almost insuperable theoretical obstacle, various

authors have worked out the idea that the nervous system, which

connects all parts of the body with the brain and thus also with each

other, communicates these conditions to the reproductive organs, and

that thus variations may arise in the germ-cells corresponding to

those which have taken place in remote parts of the body.

Even supposing it were proved that every germ-cell in ovary

or testis was associated with a nerve-fibre, what could be transmitted

to it by the nerves, except a stronger or weaker nerve-current 1

There is no such thing as qualitative diflerences in the current ; how
then could the primary constituents of the germ be influenced by

the nerve-current, either individually or in groups, in harmony with

the organs and parts of the body corresponding to them, much less

be caused to vary in a similar manner ? Or are we to imagine that

a particular nerve-path leads to every one of the countless primary

constituents ? Or does it make matters more intelligible if we assume
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that the germ-plasm is without primary constituents, and suppose

that, after each functional variation of a part, telegraphic notice

is sent to the germ-plasm by way of the brain as to how it has to

alter its ' physico-chemical constitution,' so that the descendants may
receive some benefit from the acquired improvement?

I am not of the number of those who believe that we already

know all, or at least nearly all, that is essential, but am rather

convinced that whole regions of phenomena are still sealed to us,

and I consider it probable that the nervous system in particular is

not yet exhaustively known to us, either in regard to its functioning

or in regard to its finest structural architecture, although I gratefully

recognize the advances in this domain that the last decades have

brought about. In any case, such assumptions as I have just

indicated, or similar ones, seem to me quite too improbable to furnish

any foothold for progress. Yet we must always remain conscious

that we cannot decide as to the possibility or impossibility of any

biological process whatever from a purely theoretical standpoint,

because we can only guess at, not discern, the fundamental nature

of biological processes. At the close of this lecture I shall return

to the question of the theoretical conceivability of an inheritance of

functional adaptations ; but first of all we must consider the facts

and be guided by them alone. If they prove, or even make it seem

probable, that such inheritance exists, then it must be possible, and

our task is no longer to deny it, but to find out how it can come about.

Let us therefore investigate the question whether an inheritance

of acquired characters, that is, in the first place, of functional adapta-

tions, is demonstrable from experience. We shall speak later on of the

eifect of climatic and similar influences in causing variation ; the case

in regard to them is quite different, because they undoubtedly affect

not only the parts of the body but the germ-cells as well.

When we inquire into the facts which have been brought forward

by the modern adherents of the Lamarckian principle as proofs of

the inheritance of acquired characters in this restricted sense, we
shall find that none of them can withstand criticism.

First, there are the numerous reputed cases of the inheritance

of mutilations and losses of whole parts of the body.

It is not without interest to note here how opinion in regard

to this point has altered in the course of the debate.

At the beginning of the discussion they were all brought forward

as evidence of undoubted value for the Lamarckian principle.

At the Naturalists' Congress in Wiesbaden in 1887, kittens with

only stumps of tails were exhibited, and they were said to have
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inherited this peculiarity from their mother, whose tail, it was
asserted, had been accidentally amputated. The newspapers reported

that the case excited great interest, and biologists of the standing

of Rudolf Virchow declared it to be noteworthy, and regarded it

as a proof, if all the details of it were correct. From many sides

similar cases were brought forward, intended to prove that the

amputation of the tail in cats and dogs could give rise to hereditary

degeneration of this part ; even students' fencing-scars were said

to have been occasionally transmitted to their sons (happily not to

the daughters) ; a mutilated or torn ear-lobe in the mother was said

to have given rise to deformity of the ear in a son; an injury to

a father's eye was said to have caused complete degeneration of the

eyes in his children ; and deformity of a father's thumb, due to frost-

bite, was said to have produced misshapen thumbs in the children

and grandchildren. A multitude of cases of this kind are to be found

in the older textbooks of physiology by Burdach, and above all by
Blumenbach, and the majority have no more than an anecdotal value,

for they are not only related without any adequate guarantee, but

even without the details indispensable to criticism.

As far back as the eighteenth century the great philosopher

Kant, and in our own day the anatomist Wilhelm His, gave their

verdict decidedly against such allegations, and absolutely denied any

inheritance of mutilations ; and now, after a decade or more of lively

debate over the pros and cons, combined with detailed anatomical

investigations, careful testing of individual cases, and experiment,

we are in a position to give a decided negative and say there in no

inheritance of mutilations.

Let me briefly explain how this result has been reached.

In the first place, the assertion that congenital stump-tails in dogs

and cats depended on inherited mutilation proved to be unfounded.

In none of the cases of stump-tails brought forward could it even

be proved that the tail of the relevant parent had been torn or cut

off, much less that the occurrence, in parents or grandparents, of short

tails from internal causes was excluded. At the same time anatomical

investigation of such stump-tails as occur in cats in the Isle of Man,

and in many Japanese cats, and are frequently found in the most

diverse breeds of dogs, showed that these had, in their structure,

nothing in common with the remains of a tail that had been cut ojflf"

but were spontaneous degenerations of the whole tail, and are thus

deformed tails, not shortened ones (Bonnet).

Experiments on mice also showed that the cutting off of the

tail, even when performed on both parents, does not bring about

II. F
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the slightest diminution in the length of tail in the descendants.

I have myself instituted experiments of this kind, and carried them

out through twenty-two successive generations, without any positive

result. Corroborative results of these experiments on mice have been

communicated by Ritzema Bos and, independently, by Rosenthal,

and a corresponding series of experiments on rats, which these two

investigators carried out, yielded the same negative results.

When we remember that all the cases which have been brought

forward in support of an inheritance of mutilations refer to a single

injury to one parent, while, in the experiments, the same mutilation

was inflicted on both parents through numerous generations, we must

regard these experiments as a proof that all earlier statements were

based either on a fallacy or on fortuitous coincidence. This con-

elusion is confirmed by all that we know otherwise of the eflfects of

oft-repeated mutilations, as for instance the well-known mutilations

and distortions which many peoples have practised for long, sometimes

inconceivably long, ages on their children, especially circumcision, the

breaking of the incisors, the boring of holes in lip, ear, or nose, and

so forth. No child of any of these races has ever been brought

into the world with one of these marks ; they have to be re-impressed

on every generation.

The experience of breeders agrees with this, and they therefore,

as Wilckens remarks, have long regarded the non-inheritance of

mutilations as an established fact. Thus there are breeds of sheep in

which, for purely practical reasons, the tails have been curtailed quite

regularly for about a century (Kiihn) ; but no sheep with a stump-tail

has ever been born in this breed. This . is all the more important

because there are other breeds of sheep (fat-rumped sheep) in which
the lack of the tail is a breed character ; it is thus not the case that

there is anything in the intrinsic nature of the tail of the sheep to

prevent it becoming rudimentary. The artificially rounded ear of

fox-terriers, too, though cut for generations, never occurs hereditarily.

Mr. Postans of Eastbourne informs me that the cocks which are to be

used for cock-fighting are docked of their combs and wattles before-

hand, and that this had been done for at least a century, but that no
fighting cock without comb and wattles has been reared. In the

same way various breeds of dog, such as the spaniels, have had their

tails cut to half their length regularly and in both sexes for more
than a century, yet in this case there is no hereditary diminution of

the length of tail. Deformed stump-tails do indeed occur in most
breeds of dog, but, as I said before, their anatomical character is quite

different from that of artificially shortened tails, moreover they may
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occur in breeds whose tails have not suffered from the fashion of

docking, as, for instance, in the Dachshund.

We may therefore affirm that an inheritance of artificially pro-

duced defects and mutilations is quite unproved, and in no way bears

out the supposed inheritance of functional changes.

This is now admitted by the great majority of the adherents of

the Lamarckian principle, and we may now regard this kind of ' proof

'

as disposed of.

In addition to the above, various sets of facts have been brought

forward .as proofs, and in particular the much discussed experiments

of Brown-Sdquard on guinea-pigs, from which it was inferred that

epilepsy artificially induced could be transmitted. But these experi-

ments do not really prove anything in regard to the question at issue,

because epileptic-like convulsions may have very various causes, and

these are, for the most part, quite unknown. Since artificial epilepsy can

be induced in guinea-pigs by the most diverse injuries to the central

or peripheral parts of the nervous system, this of itself points to the

fact that it is not a question of the mere lesion of anatomical structure,

I mean, of the breaking of the continuity of a definite part, and of

its transmission. The result would, in any case, differ according

to whether certain centres of the brain, or half the spinal cord, or

the main nerve-trunks were cut through. There must, therefore, be

something more needed to produce the appearance of epilepsy-

—

some morbid process which may arise at different parts of the nervous

system, and be continued from them to the brain-centres. This is

corroborated by the fact that it takes at least fourteen days, and

often from six to eight weeks, for epilepsy to develop after the

operation, and that in many cases it does not develop at all. I have

made the suggestion that, during or after the operation, some kind of

pathogenic micro-organism might easily reach the wounded parts,

and there excite inflammation, which may extend centripetally to the

brain. Similar processes have been observed in connexion with lymph-

vessels, and why should they not occur in connexion with nerves ?

It has been objected to this that the guinea-pig's epilepsy may be

produced by blows on the skull, and also by a destructive compression

of the nervus ischiadicus through the skin, and that in both cases the

epilepsy may reappear in the following generation ; and this, it is sup-

posed, shows that the intrusion of microbes is excluded. If this were so

beyond a doubt, and if we could exclude the possibility that there

were previously various microbes within the body, which could only

penetrate into the nervous substance after the cutting or destruction

of the neurilemma, nothing would be gained that would in any way
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support the Laniarckian principle. One could only say: Certain

injuries to the nor\'ous system give rise secondarily in guinea-pigs

to morbid phenomena like epilepsy, and all sorts of tnnctional dis-

turbances of the nervous system often appear in the next generation,

including in rare cases even the phenomena of epileptic convulsions.

That this is a case of the transmission of an acquired anatomical

modification brought about by the injury is not only unproved, but

is decidedly negatived, for the injuries themselves are never trans-

mitted. Thus what is transmitted must be quite different from what

was acquired, for no one has ever detected in the offspring the lesion of

the nerve-trunk which was cut through in the parent, or any other

result except the disease to which the original injury gives rise.

Moreover, the inheritance of these morbid phenomena has been again

brought into dispute quite recently owing to the investigations of such

experts in nervous diseases as Sommer and Binswunger, and the cor-

rectness of Browu-Secjuard's results, which have dragged through the

literature of the subject for so long, has been emphatically denied ^.

Clearly formulated problems, like that of the inheritance of

acquired characters, should not be confused by bringing into them

phenomena whose causes are quite unknown. NMiut do we know of

the real causes of those central brain-irritations which gi\'e rise to the

phenomena of epilepsy ? It is certain enough that there are diseases

which are acquired and are yet ' inherited,' but that has nothing to

do with the Lamarckian principle, because it is a question of infection

of the germ, not of a definite variation in the constitution of the

germ. We know this with certainty in regard to the so-called

Pebrine, the silkworm disease which wrought such devastation in

its time; the germs of the pebrine organism have been demonstrated

in the egg of the silk-moth ; they multiply, not at once but later, in the

young caterpillar, and it is the half-grown caterpillar, ov even the

moth, that succumbs to the disease.

Whether in this case also the disease germs are transmitted

through the male sex-cells is not proved, as far as I am awai-e, but

that this can happen is shown by the transmission of syphilis from

father to child. That in this case, also, the cvxeiting cause ol' the

disease is a micro-organism cannot bo doubted, although it has not yet

been proved. Thus even the minute spermatozoon of Man can contain

microbes, and transmit them to the germ of a new individual.

This discussion of scientific questions ought not to be brought

down to the level of a play upon words, by bringing forward eases

like the above as evidence for the inheritance of ' acquired characters,'

' Scie H. E. Zioglor's ropoii in Zod Centralblatt, igoo, Nns. la nnd 13,
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as was done, for instance, by M. Nussbaum, who cited as a proof of

this the migration of the alga-cells which live in the endoderm of the

green freshwater Hydra into the ovum, which is originally colourless,

and originates in the ectoderm of the animal (Fig. 35 jB, p. 169, vol. i).

It seems to me better to make a precise distinction between the trans-

mission of extraneous micro-organisms through the germ-cells and the

handing on of the germ-plasm with the characters inherent in its

structure. Only the latter is inheritance in the strict scientific sense,

the former is infection of the germ.

Still less than the cases of inherited traumatic epilepsy can the

morbid constitution of the children of drunkards be regarded as a

proof of the inheritance of somatogenic characters, though this has

often been maintained. I will not lay any stress on the fact that the

allegation itself is, according to the most competent observers, such as

Dr. Thomas Morton 1, far from being established. But even if it

were quite certain that the numerous diseases of the nervous system,

amounting sometimes to mania, which are frequently observed in the

children of drunkards, were really ccmsecl by the drinking of the

parents, it ought not to be overlooked that we have here to do not

with the hereditary transmission of somatic variations, but of varia-

tions directly induced in the germ-plasm of the reproductive cells, for

these are exposed to the influence of the alcohol circulating in the

blood, just as any other part of the body is. That by this means

variations in the germ-plasm can be brought about, and that these

may lead to morbid conditions in the children cannot be denied, and

ought not on a pi^iori grounds to be called in question. For we are

acquainted with many other influences— climatic, for instance

—

which directly affect and cause variation in the germ-plasm. Whether

this is so in the case of drunkenness, and in what manner it comes

about, whether through direct action of the alcohol, or through

infection of the germ with some microbe, we must leave to the

future to decide ; the whole question is out of place here ; it can in no

way help us to clear up the problem with which we are now occupied.

But even if there were not a trace of proof of the transmissibility

of functional modifications, that alone would not justify us in con-

cluding that the transmission is impossible, for many things may
happen that we are not in a position to prove at present. If it could

be shown that there was a whole group of phenomena that could not

be explained in any other way than on the hypothesis of such

inheritance, then we should be obliged to assume that it really

' Morton, 'The Problem of Heredity in Reference to Inebriety,' Proceed. Soo. for

the Study of Inebriety, No. 42, Nov. 1894.
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occurred, although it was not demonstrable, and, indeed, not even

theoretically conceivable. This is the standpoint of the adherents of

the Lamarckian principle at present.

They say there are a great number of transformations which are

simply and easily explained, if we regard them as the eifeets of

inherited use or disuse, but which admit only of a strained explanation,

and sometimes of none at all, on the basis of natural selection, and

these are not a few isolated cases, but whole categories of them.

I will submit a few of these, and show at the same time why I

cannot regard them as convincing, even if it be the case that we are

not at present in a position to explain them without the aid of the

Lamarckian principle. But let me hasten to add that it is my belief

that we can do this, although certainly not without first giving

a somewhat extended application to the principle of selection.

It has often been maintained that the existence of animal

instincts is in itself enough to prove that the Lamarckian principle

is operative. In one of the earlier lectures I showed that at least the

greater number of instincts must have originated in purely reflex

actions, and therefore, like these actions themselves, can only be

explained through natural selection. A reflex action, such as cough-

ing, sneezing, shutting of the eyelids, and so on, differs from an

instinctive action in the lesser complexity and shorter duration of the

series of movements liberated by a sense-impression, and also in that

it does not require to enter into consciousness at all ; but no very precise

boundary can be drawn between the two, and, in any case, both

depend, as we have already seen, on a quite analogous anatomical

basis. It is only a diiference in degree whether, at the sight of

a rapidly approaching object, the muscles of the eyelids contract, and

by shutting the lids, protect the eye, or whether the fly, which we
intend to seize with our hand, is impelled by the sight of the rapidly,

approaching shadow of the hand to fly quickly up. The action of the

fly may be regarded as reflex, or equally well as instinctive. But

there is also only a difference in degree, not in kind, between this

simple action and the complex and protracted behaviour of a mason-

bee, the sight of whose colony impels her to fly out and fetch clay, with

it gradually to build a neat cell, to fill this with honey, to lay an egg

in it, and finally to furnish the cell with a roof of claj^ Since all reflex

mechanisms, and all the natural instincts of animals, contribute to the

maintenance of the species, and are therefore useful, their origins

must be referable to natural selection, and we have only to ask

whether they must be referred to it always, and to it alone.

It cannot be doubted that, in Man, and in the higher animals
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voluntary actions which are often repeated gradually acquire the

character of instinctive actions. The individual movements pertaining

to the particular action are no longer each guided by the will, but

a single exercise of will is enough to liberate the whole complex

action^ such as writing, speaking, walking, or the playing of a whole

piece of music ; frequently the will-impulse may be absent altogether,

and the action be set going simply by an adequate external stimulus,

as in the case of sleep-walking, which is observed in fatigued children

and soldiers, and in somnambulists. The external stimulus is trans-

mitted to the proper group of muscles as unfailingly as in the case

of true instincts, and this happens not only in regard to actions which,

like walking, are essential to the life of the species, but also in regard

to those which have arisen from chance habits or exercises. Often

a short practice is sufficient to make an action in this sense instinctive,

and the complexity of the instinct-mechanism gained by such practice

is often astounding. Under some circumstances a person may play

a piece on the piano from the score, and yet be thinking intently

of other things, and be quite unconscious of what is played. In

the same waj^ it may happen that a person dominated by violent

emotion, when trying to free himself from it by reading, may read

a whole page, line by line, without understanding in the least what

has been read. In the last case it is not directly demonstrable that

the reader has made all the complex delicate eye-movements which

would be liberated by the sight of the words, but in the case of

playing, the listeners can perceive that the piece is correctly played,

and thus that the stimulus exercised by each note on the retina

of the eye is translated into the complex muscular movement of

arm and finger, corresponding both to the pitch and the duration

of the note, and to the simultaneousness of several notes.

In , all these cases it is probably not always quite new paths

which are established in the brain, but use is made of particular

tracks in the innumerable nerve-paths already existing in the nerve-

cells (neurons) which are 'more thoroughly trodden' by practice,

so that the distribution of the nerve-current takes place more easily

along them than along others ^ This much-used metaphor does

not indicate the actual structural changes which have taken place,

but it serves at least to indicate that we have to do with material

changes in the ultimate living elements of the nerve-substance (nerve-

biophors) whether these changes be in position or in quality. Now,

' This, however, is by no means intended to oast doubt on the possibility that quite

new paths may arise during the individual life, as is made probable by the recent

investigations of Apathy, Bethe, and others.
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if such brain-structures and mechanisms acquired through .
exercise

in the individual life could be transmitted, new instincts would

certainly arise in this way, and many naturalists hold this view still.

If the inheritance of acquired characters had already been proved

in other ways, we could not refuse to admit that it might play a part

in the higher animals in the modification and new formation of

instincts. We should then have to admit that habits can be

inherited, and that instincts actually are or may be, as they have

often been said to be, inherited habits. But to make the converse

conclusion, and to infer from the result of the brain-exercise in

the individual life and its similarity to inborn instincts that the

latter also depend on inherited exercise, and that there must therefore

be inheritance of acquired characters, is hardly admissible.

It might be all very well if there were no other explanation

!

But as instincts depend on material brain-mechanisms which are

variable, like every other part of the body, and as, furthermore,

they are essential to the existence of the species, and, down to the

minutest detail, are adapted to the circumstances of life, there is

no obstacle in the way of referring their origin and transformation

to processes of selection.

It has been asserted that the results of training, for instance

in dogs, can be inherited, since the untaught young pointer points

at the game, and the young sheep-dog runs round and barks at

the flock of sheep without biting them. It is, however, often for-

gotten that, not only have these breeds arisen under the influence

of artificial selection by Man, but that they are even now strictly

selected. My colleague and friend. Dr. Otto vom Rath, who unhappily

died all too soon for Science, and who was not only a capable investi-

gator, but an experienced sportsman, told me that huntsmen distinguish

very carefully between the better and the inferior young in a litter,

and that by no means every whelp of a pair of pointers can be used

for hunting game-birds. Lloyd Morgan points out the same thing,

and he is undoubtedly a competent judge in the domain of instinct

;

he confirms the statement that the pointer ' often points at the

quarry, it may be a lark's nest, without instruction,' but he says

at the same time, that the power is inborn in very varying degrees,

and that, in his opinion, selection undoubtedly plays a part.

It must not, therefore, be believed that the habit of the pointer

depends on training: it is only strengthened in each individual by

training, but it depends on an innate predisposition to creep up to

the game, and is thus a form of the hunting instinct. Man has taken

advantage of this, and has increased it, but has certainly not ingrafted
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it into the breed by whipping. And something similar will be found

to be true in all cases of so-called inheritance of the effects of training.

It must not be forgotten what astounding results can be achieved

in the individual by training. The elephant is the best example of

this, for it only exceptionally breeds in captivity, and all the thousands

of ' domesticated ' elephants in India are tamed wild elephants. Yet

they are as gentle and docile as the horse, which has been domesticated

for thousands of j^ears; thej?^ perform all kinds of tasks with the

greatest patience and carefulness, in many cases without being

under constant siiperintendence. They are indeed animals of great

intelligence ; they understand what is required of them, and they

accommodate themselves readily to new conditions of life.

The attachment of the dog to its master and to Man generally

has often been cited as a proof of the origin of a new instinct by
the inheritance of acquired habitude ; but the dog is a sociable animal

even in a wild state, and by living in co-operative association with

Man it has transferred its sociable affections to him. We find exactly

the same thing in the elephant which has been caught wild and

tamed. It is particularly emphasized by those who have accompanied

animal transports in Africa that the young elephants are wild and

malicious towards the blacks who teased and maltreated them, but

complaisant and harmless towards the whites who treated them

kindly. The attachment of elephants to their keepers and to

every one who shows them kindness is familiar enough ; it does not

depend on a newly acquired impulse, but on the sociable impulse

inherent in the species, which, in the wild state, causes them to live

in fairly large companies, and on their inoffensive, timid, and, we
may almost say, affectionate disposition.

Of course it is eeLsy enough to give an imaginative theoretical

interpretation of the origin of a new instinct from a newly acquired

habit. We have often heard that sailors have found the birds in

distant uninhabited islands quite free from fear; they let them-

selves be struck down with cudgels without attempting to escape.

The extermination of the Dodo three centuries ago is a well-

known example of this. Chun, in his magnificent work on the

German Deep Sea Expedition of 1898, has recently communicated

numerous interesting examples of the indifference of birds towards

Man when they have not learned what his presence means: thus

the sea-birds of Kerguelen, penguins, cormorants, gulls, ' kelp-

pigeons ' (Chionis), and others, behaved towards Man very much like

the tame geese of our poultrj- yards. Even enormous mammals
like the 'sea-elephant,' a seal with a proboscis-like prolongation of
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the nose, neither attempted to escape .npr showed any hostility to

man, but quietly let itself be caught. Similar tales were told by

Steller in 1799, after he had been obliged to pass a winter with

his sailors on an island in the Behring Straits. The numerous

gigantic sea-cows [Rhytina steller t) which lived there were so con-,

fiding that they allowed the boat to come quite up to them, and

the sailors were able to kill many of them from time to time,

using their flesh for food. But towards the end of the winter

the animals began to be shy, and, in the following winter, when
other sailors to the polar regions endeavoured to hunt them too, it

was very difficult to secure them ; they had recognized man as an

enemy, and fled from him when they saw him from afar. Thus

the same individuals which had earlier carelessly allowed man to

come up to them now avoided him as an enemy. This tuas not

instinct, it tuas a behaviour controlled by the 'will and founded on

experience. But it would soon become 'instinctive' if the meeting

with the enemy were often repeated, just like the winding-up of

a watch, which is oft6n done at a wrong time, for instance, on

changing clothes during the day, and thus without reflection. It

is quite easy to conceive that if the material brain-adaptation which

causes flight without reflection at the sight of man were transmissible,

the flight-instinct might become a congenital instinct in the species

in question. But this assumption is unfounded ; for, as is shown
by the case of the sea-cow, we do not require it where the animal

is of sufficient intelligence to perform by its own discernment the

action necessary to its existence. The action may hlius become
' instinctive ' through exercise and imitation in the individual life,

without however attaining to transmissibility.

But in many cases this is not enough, namely, in all cases in

which the degree of intelligence is not sufficiently high, or where

the flight movement must follow so rapidly that it would be too

late if it had to be regulated by the will, as, for instance, the shutting

of the lids when the eye is threatened, or the flight of the fly or the

butterfly when an enemy approaches. Both fly and butterfly would

be lost in every case if they had voluntarily to set the flight-move-

ment going after they became conscious of danger. If they had
first of all to find out from whom danger threatened no individual

would escape an early death, and the species would die out. But
they possess an instinct which impels them to fly up with lightning

speed, and in an opposite direction, whenever they have a visual

perception of the rapid approach of any object of whatever nature.

For this reason they are difficult to catch. I once watched the
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play of a cat, ordinarily very clever at catching, as she attempted
to seize a peacock-butterfly {Vanessa lo), which settled several

times on the ground in front of her. Quietly and slowly she crept

within springing distance, but even during the spring the butterjly,

flew up just before her nose and escaped every time, and the cat gave

it up after three attempts.

In this case the beginning of the action cannot lie in a voluntary

action, for the insect cannot know what it means to be caught and

killed, and the same is true of innumerable still lower animal forms,

the hermit-crabs and the Serpulids, which withdraw with lightning

speed into their houses, and so forth. It seems to me important

theoretically, that the same action can be liberated at one time

by the will, at another by the inborn instinct-mechanism. In both

cases quite similar association-changes in the nerve-centres must

lie at the root of the animal's action, but in the first case these

are developed only in the course of the individual life by exercise,

while in the second they are inborn. In the former, they are confined

to the individual, and must be acquired in each generation by imita-

tion of older individuals (tradition) and by inference from experience,

in the latter they are inherited as a stable character of the species.

It has been maintained by many that the origin of instincts

through processes of selection is not conceivable, because it is

improbable that the appropriate variations in the nervous system,

which are necessary for the selective establishment of the relevant

brain-mechanism, should occur fortuitous]}'. But this is an objection

directed against the principle of selection itself, and one which points,

I think, to an incompleteness in it, as it was understood by Darwin

and Wallace. The same objection can be made to every adaptation

of an organ through natural selection ; it is always doubtful whether

the useful variations will present themselves, as long as they are due

solely to chance, as the discoverers of the selective principle assumed.i

We shall attempt later to fill up this gap in the theory, but, in the

meantime, I should like to point out that the process of selection

oflTers the only possible explanation of the origin of instincts, since

their origin through modifications of voluntary actions into instinc-

tive actions, with subsequent transmission of the instinct-mechanism

due to exercise in the individual life, has been shown to be untenable.

If any one is still unconvinced of this, I can only refer to the

cases we have already discussed of instincts which are only exercised

once in a lifetime, since, in these, the only factor that can transform

a voluntary action into an instinctive one is absent, namely, the

frequent repetition of the action. In this case, if any explanation
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is to be attempted at all, it can only be through natural selection,

and as we have assumed once for all that our world does admit of

explanation, we may say, these instincts have arisen through natural

selection.

Even though it may be difficult to think out in detail the process

of the gradual origin of such an instinctive activity, exercised once

in a lifetime, such as that, for instance, which impels the caterpillar

to spin its intricate cocoon, which it makes only once, without ever

having seen one, and thus without being able to imitate the actions

which produce it, we must not push aside the only conceivable

solution of the problem on that account, for then we should have to

renounce all hope of a scientific interpretation of the phenomenon.

We may ask, however, whether there is not something lacking in our

present conception of natural selection, and how it comes about that

useful variations always crop up and are able to increase.

But if we must explain, through natural selection, such complex

series of actions as are necessary to the making of the cocoon of the

silkworm or of the Saturnia moth (Saturnm carpini), what reason

have we for not referring other instincts also to selection, even if

they be repeated several times, or often, in the course of a lifetime 1

It is illogical to drag in any other factor, if this one, which has been

proved to operate, is sufficient for an explanation.

Thus, as far as instincts are concerned, there is no necessity

to make the assumption of an inheritance of functional changes,

any more than there is in regard to any purely morphological

modifications. As the instincts only exercised once show us that

even very complicated impulses may arise without any inheritance

of habit, that is, without inheritance of functional modification, so

there are among purely morphological characters not a few which,

though effective, are purely passive, which are of use to the organism

only through their existence, and not through any real activity, so

that they cannot be referred to exercise, and therefore cannot be due

to the transmission of the results of exercise. And, if this be the

case, then transformations of the most diverse parts may take place

without the inheritance of acquired characters, that is, of functional

modifications, and there is no reason for dragging in an unproved

mode of inheritance to explain a process which can quite well be

explained without it. For if any part whatever can be transformed

solely through natural selection, why, since there is general variability

of all parts, should this be confined to the passive organs alone, when
the active ones are equally variable, and equally important in the

struggle for existence?
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There are, indeed, many of these passive parts among animals

;

I need only recall the coloration of animals, the whole set of skeletal

parts, so diversely formed, of the Arthropods, the legs, wings, antennas,

spines, hairs, claws, and so on, none of which can be changed by the

inherited results of exercise, because they are no longer capable of

modification by exercise ; they are ready before they are used ; they
come into use only after they have been hardened by exposure to the

air, and are no longer plastic ; they are at most capable of being used

up or mutilated. Finally, even so convinced an advocate of the

Lamarckian principle as Herbert Spencer has stated that among
plants the great majority of characters and distinctive features

cannot be explained by it, but only through the principle of selec-

tion
; all the diverse protective arrangements of individual parts,

like thorns, bristles, hairs, the felt-hairs of certain leaves, the

shells of nuts, the fat and oil in seeds, the varied arrangements for

the dispersal of seeds, and so on, all operate by their presence

alone, not through any real activity which causes them to vary,

and the results of which might be transmitted. An acacia covered

all over with thorns seldom requires to use its weapons even once,

and if a hungry ruminant does prick itself on the thorns it is

only a few of these which are thus ' exercised,' the rest remain

untouched.

But since all these parts have originated notwithstanding their

passivity, there must be a principle which evokes them in relation

to the necessities of the conditions of life, and this can only be

natural selection, that is, the self-regulation of variations in reference

to utility. And if there is this principle, we require no other to

explain what is already explained.

I can quite well understand, however, that many naturalists,

and especially palaeontologists, find it difiicult to accept this con-

clusion. If we think only of those parts that actively function, and

thus change by reason of their function, being strengthened by use

and weakened and diminished in size by disuse, and if, further, we
follow these parts through the history of whole geological epochs,

we may certainly get the impression that the exercise of the parts

has directly caused their phyletic evolution. The direction prescribed

by utility in the course of the individual life and in the phylogeny

is the same, and the intra-selection, that is, the selection of tissues

within the individual animal, leads towards the same improvements

as the selection of 'persons.' Thus it appears as if the phyletic

variations followed those of the individual life, while in reality

the reverse is true ; the changes arising from variations in the
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germ are primary, and they determine the course of 2^hylogenesis,

while the tissue-selection in the individual life only elaborates and

improves, according to the demands made upon it, the material

afforded by the primordial equipment of the germ.

The American palaeontologist, Osborn, cites the case of the

horse's feet as an example in support of his view that modification

brought about by use in the individual life must be transmitted

in order that the phyletic transformations may be brought about,

but this example is perhaps the best that could be chosen to prove

the contrary. He supposes that, in every young horse, the means

of locomotion are improved at every step, so to speak, through the

contact with the ground, and I am quite willing to admit that

this is so. But that only proves that, even now, an elaboration

and improvement of the equipment which the germ affords is

indispensable, as it has been at all times and in all animals, and

thus that, notwithstanding the enorinous number of generations

which our modern horse has behind it, the functional acquirements

of the individual have not yet been impressed upon the germ. Why
not? Because the horse becomes perfect without this, and there

was no reason why personal selection should perfect the primary

constituents of the germ still further, since the finishing touch

of perfection through use is readily afforded by the conditions of

each individual life.

Moreover, when Osborn, Cope, and other palaeontologists empha-

size that, in phyletic evolutionary series, definite piaths of evolutionary

change are adhered to, and are not deviated from either to right

or to left, they are undoubtedly right, but the conclusion which

they draw is not justifiable, whether they as.sume with Nageli that

there is a power of development, a principle of perfecting, or whether,

as Osborn does, they assume the transmission of the modifications

brought about through use in the individual life. There remains

a third possibility, that the quiet and constant evolution in a definite

direction is guided by selection, and as, in passively useful parts, that

principle alone is admissible, I see no justification for assuming it

to be inoperative in regard to those which are actively functional.

All these variations which have led up, for instance, to the modern

form of the horse's foot are useful ; if they were not, they could

not have been produced either by use or by disuse in the indi-

vidual life.

At the same time, here again, we are justified in inquiring

whether the assumption of ' chance ' germinal variations, which we
have hitherto made with Darwin and Wallace, affords a sufficient
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basis for selection. Osborn says very neatly in this connexion, ' We
see with Weismann and Galton the element of chance ; but the dice

appear to be loaded, and in the long run turn " sixes " up. Here arises

the question : What loads the dice ?

'

Until recently we might have answered, ' external conditions
'

;

it is they that load the dice one-sidedly, and condition that the same

straight path of phylogenesis is adhered to, and exactly the same

direction of variations is preferred and maiiitained. It has to be

asked, however, whether this answer, which is certainly not absolutely

incorrect, is sufficient by itself, whether the dice are not falsified and

one-sidedly loaded in another sense, so that they always throw a

preponderating number of the useful variations. We shall attempt

very soon to solve this problem, but in the meantime I must refer

to another argument in favour of assuming the Lamarckian principle,

perhaps the most important and it may be thought the most difficult

of all to refute, the so-called co-adaptation of the parts of an organism,

that is, the fitting together of many individual organs for a common
purposeful functioning.

Digitized by Microsoft®



LECTUKE XXIV

OBJECTIONS TO THE THESIS THAT FUNCTIONAL

MODIFICATIONS ARE NOT TRANSMITTED

Giant stog as an example of co-adaptation or 'hai-monious adaptation'—This occurs

even in passively functioning parts—Skeleton of Arthropods—Stridulating organ of

ants and crickets—Limbs of the mole-cricket—Wing-venation—Colorations which

form mimetic pictures—Harmonious adaptations in worker-bees and ants—Degenera-

tion of their wings and ovaries—The quality of food acts as a liberating stimulus

—

Vom Rath's case of drones fed with royal food—Transition-forms between females and

workers—Wasmann's explanation of these—The Amazon ants—Two kinds of workers

Appendix: Zehnder on the case of ants—On the skeleton of Arthropods—Hering's

interpretation of Ehrlich's Ricin experiments—Hering's position in regard to the

transmission of functional modifications.

It was Herbert Spencer, the English philosopher, who first

brought the argument of co-adaptation into the field against my
view of the non-inheritance of functionally acquired modifications.

He pointed out that many, if not, indeed, most modifications of bodily

parts, to be efiective, implied further changes, often very numerous, in

other parts, and these latter must therefore have changed si-muUaneously

with the part which was being changed under the control of natural

selection ; this, however, is only conceivable as due to an inheritance

of the changes caused by use, since a simultaneous alteration of so many
parts through natural selection would be impossible. If, for instance,

the antlers of our modern stag were to grow to the size of those of the

Giant Stag of the Irish peat-bogs, which measured over ten feet across

from tip to tip, this would mean—as has already been shown—

a

simultaneous thickening of the skull, and to bear the heavy burden,

a strengthening of the ligamentwm nuchai,oi the muscles of the neck and

back, of the bones of the legs and their muscles, and, finally, of all the

nerves supplying the muscles ; and how could all this happen simul-

taneously with, and in exact proportion to the growth of the antlers,

if it depended— as natural selection assumes—on chance variations of

all these parts "? What if the appropriately favourable variation in

one of these organs did not occur ? A harmonious variation of all

the parts—bones, muscles, nerves, ligaments—which unite in a com-

mon activity, is an inadmissible assumption, because, in many cases,

such co-operating gi-oups of organs have in the course of evolution
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developed in opposite directions. In the giraffe, for instance, the

fore-legs are longer than the hind-legs, which is the reverse of what
obtains in the majority of niminants ; in the kangaroo the hind-legs,

on the contrary, have developed to a disproportionate size, while the

fore-legs have degenerated into relatively small grasping arms.

Co-operating parts, like the fore and hind limbs, may thus follow

opposite paths of evolution; their variations need not always be

directed to the same end.

The difficulty presented by these so-called co-adaptations or har-

monious correlations cannot be denied, and we must also admit that,

if the results of exercise were inherited, the explanation of the phe-

nomenon would, in many cases—but not, indeed, in all—be easy,

because the adaptation of the secondarily varying parts in each

individual life would correspond exactly to the altered function of

the part, and would be transmitted to the descendants, and in them

would a,gain be subject to such a degree of variation, according to the

• principle of histonal selection, as might be conditioned by the further

progress of the primary variation. The simplicity of the explanation

is striking, if only it were at the same time correct ! But there are

whole series of facts, or rather of groups of facts, which prove that

the causes of co-adaptation do not lie in the inheritance of functional

modifications, and this must be recognized, even though we may not

yet be in a position to state the causes of co-adaptation, and to say

whether natural selection suffices to explain it or not.

I must first point out that co-adaptations occur not only in

actively, hut also in passively fvMctioning parts. Very numerous

instructive examples are to be found among the Arthropods,

whose whole skeleton belongs to this category. It has been

objected that this is not wholly passive, but that, Hke the bones of

vertebrates, it is stimulated by the contraction of the muscles and

incited to functional reaction, and that it thickens at places where

strong muscles are inserted, and becomes or remains thin where it is

not exposed to any strain from the muscles. But this is not the case,

for the chitinous skeleton can only offer resistance to the muscular

contractions when it is no longer soft, as it is immediately after it is

secrete'd. As soon as it has become hard, it can no longer be altered,

and can at most be worn away externally by long use. The proof

of this lies in the necessity for moulting, which is indispensable

to all Arthropods as long as they continue to grow, but does not

occur later. Every one who has followed the growth of an insect or

a crustacean knows well that the moultings or ecdyses are often

accompanied by great changes, and hardly ever occur without some

II. Or
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slight changes in the form of the body, especially of the limbs, with

their teeth, bristles, spines, and so on. These new or transformed

parts are formed before the throwing-off of the old chitinous shell,

and under its protection, and they are brought about by an elaboration

or transformation of the living soft matrix of the skeleton, the hypo-

dermis, which consists of cells, and is the true skin. They must thus

have arisen in the ancestors of our modern Arthropods in the same

way, that is, not by a gradual modification during use, but by a slight

sudden transformation before use. The steps in the transformation

may have been very small, a bristle may have become a little longer

in the second staare of life than it was in the first, or instead of five

bristles a particular spot may bear six in the second or third stage of

life ; but the variations in the phyletic development must always be

caused by germ-variations which efiect from within the variation in

the relevant stage of development. But the part which has varied

can only function after it has become firm and immodifiable.

If these circumstances be kept clearly in mind, they fur-

nish a quite overwhelming mass of proof against the views of the

Lamarckians.

Furthermore, it is not even true that the thickest parts of the

external skeleton are those at which the muscles are inserted. The
wing-covers of beetles offer the best proof to the contrary, for there

are no muscles at all in them, yet they are, in many species, the

hardest and thickest part of the whole chitinous coat of mail. The
reason is not far to seek; they protect the wings and the soft

skin of the back, which lies concealed beneath them, and the muscles

are inserted in this!—a relation which can be explained only by
its suitability to the end, and not as due to any direct effect.

When we remember the origin—which we have just described

—

of the external skeleton from the soft layer of cells underneath it, the

thickness of the chitinous skeleton, which is very different at different

places in the same animal, but always adapted to its end, furnishes

a case of co-adaptation in parts which have a purely passive function.

The thickened part cannot be due to the insertion of a muscle, but it is

always there in advance, from internal causes, so that the muscle finds

sufficient resistance. Close to it there may lie, perhaps, the edge of

a segment, and at this spot the chitinous skeleton becomes almost

suddenly thinned to a joint membrane capable of being bent or folded,

not because there was no pull from the muscles at this spot, but in

order that the two segments may be connected movably. Thus,

nowhere in the whole body of the Arthropod can the adaptation of the

skeleton, in regard to thickness and power of resistance, be regulated
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by function itself, but only by processes of selection which imparted to

each spot the thickness it required, in order to be effective in its

function, whether that be offering resistance to the strain of the

muscles, or giving suppleness to a joint, or affording the necessary

hardness for biting the prey, or for boring into wood or earth, or

merely for protecting the animal from external injuries.

There are, however, many individual functions of the Arthropods

the exercise of which depends on the simultaneous change of several

skeletal parts ; as, for instance, many of the ' singing ' or vocal

apparatuses in insects. In quite recent times such vocal organs have

been discovered in ants, in which they consist of a small striated

region on the surface of the third abdominal segment, and a sharp

ridge on the segment in front; the

latter is rubbed against the former

by the movements of the two seg-

ments. Quite a similar ' stridulating

organ' has long been known in

the bee-ant (Mutilla), and the

whistling sound produced by it is

easily heard by our ears ; moreover

August Forel has heard it in the large

wood-ant {Cam2')onotus ligniperdvjs),

and has described it as an ' alarm

-

signal,' which the animals give each

other on the approach of danger

—

an observation which has recently

been confirmed by Wasmann and

extended by Eobert Wroughton in

regard to Indian ants. All these

arrangements for producing sound depend always on two organs, of

which one resembles the bow, the other the strings of a violin; the

one is of no value without the other, and they must therefore have

developed simultaneously, yet they cannot have arisen through

use, and the inheritance of the results of use, because they are both

dead chitinous parts, which are never strengthened by rubbing against

each other with the movements of the abdomen, but are rather worn

away.

The same is true of the chirping organs of grasshoppers,

beetles, and crickets ; in all cases they consist of two different parts,

which together produce a sound, and which therefore must have

arisen simultaneously, and the origin of which cannot be referred to

the inheritance of the results of exercise, but rather to selection. It

Fig. 91 (repeated). Hind-leg of a

Grasshopper {Stmobothrus protorma), after

Graber. fe, femur. H, tibia, to, tarsal

joints, schr, the stridulating ridge.
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is thus possible that co-adaptation of at least two parts may take

place even when the hypothetical Lamarckian principle is altogether

excluded.

When I say that we have here a case of two parts adapted to

each other, that is, strictly speaking, understating the case, for, in

the crickets and locusts, for instance, there is a whole series of peg-

like chitinous papillae (Fig. 86), the so-called ' bridge,' each of which

must have arisen by itself through variation of the corresponding spot

of skin. At least I can see no ground

for the assumption that the chitinous

surfaces on which the 'bridge' is now
placed would necessarily, from inter-

nal reasons, have varied precisely in

the line of the bridge as it has done.

Instructive examples of the co-

adaptation of several parts to a

common action in organs which are

not subject to the Lamarckian prin-

ciple are afforded by the diverse

arrangements for cleaning the an-

tenna, the bearers of the smelling-

organ which are so important to the

life of insects (Fig. 102). Here even

the adaptation of an indented area

on the tibia of the anterior leg to

the cylindrical form of the antenna

which passes through it, is sometimes

so striking (Fig. 102, talc) that it

might be thought that it must have

arisen through a gradual wearing

out; yet this is impossible, since we
have to do with hard dead chitinous

surfaces, and moreover not with a

solid mass, like a hone, which is worn
down by the knife, but with a hollow, thin-walled tube. In ants, bees,

and ichneumon-flies this minute, semi-circular indentation contains

small, pointed, triangular saw-teeth, closely set like those of a comb [tak),

and the apparatus is made usable by the fact that a firm spine (fe^), fused

to the end of the tibia, overhangs the notch and presses the antenna

towards it. In many species this spine is double, or it is furnished

with a thin comb or lappet (Fig. 103, i), or with rows of teeth, or

with short bristles ; in short, it may be equipped in the most different

FiQ. 102. Brush and comb on the
leg of a Bee (Nomada). Hb, end of

the tibia, t', first tarsal joint with the
brush and its comb (toft). Between
these and the tibial spine (iisp) with
its lappet (i) the cross-section of an
antenna (At) is indicated. Drawn from
a preparation by Dr. Petrunkewitsch.
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ways. Not infrequently, as in wasps of the genera Spliex, Scolia,

Ammophila, the spine itself is also bent in a semicircle on the surface

directed towards the notch, and this may be effected in very different

ways, either by a bending of the whole thickness of the spine, or by

the presence of a comb which is concave on its inner surface. I

should never come to an end if I were to enumerate all the remarkable

details which may be found in the two main parts of this apparatus, and

which show very clearly how essential a co-operation of the two is in

fulfilling the function of cleaning the antennae. This fitting together

of the two main parts cannot have been brought about in accordance

with the Lamarckian principle ; the adaptation must therefore have

come about in some other way.

The same thing is shown by the legs and other appendages of

insects and crustaceans,

which are adapted for

the most diverse func-

tions, and the individual

sections of which must

be correlated if thefunc-

tion is to be possible.

Let us consider only

the claw structures in

crustaceans and scor-

pions. Here, too, it Fig. 103. claw (Sc/j) on the leg of a 'Beach-fly,' an

aoomo a« if fViP rvnf,- Amphipod Crustacean {Orchestia). I, II, the two first
seems db ii tue ouu .^.^1^

^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^_ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ non-mobile

growth of the last joint prolongation of the penultimate joint. oA, the upper

„-f +k„ lorv ,^V,i/,V, fttno blade of the claw, the movable last joint ; the tubercles
Ot the leg, wnicla tunc-

^nd indentations of the two blades fit one another. After

tions as the arm of the F. Miiiler.

claw, must have arisen

as a direct effect of use, through the pressure of an object held

fast by the last joint, the movable half of the claw. Frequently,

moreover, tooth-like protuberances occur on the fixed blade of the

claw (Fig. 103). But how could these have arisen as a direct effect

of pressure, since they are always preformed during the soft state of

the appendage before use, and are only made use of after it is fully

hardened. The soft crustaceans, the so-called 'butter-crabs' which

have just cast their shells, creep carefully away and avoid using their

limbs until they have become hard again. Here, too, we have the

co-adaptation of two parts which vary independently, and which cannot

be affected by the Lamarckian principle.

But the appendages furnish more complex examples of mutual

adaptation. Thus the individual sections of the anterior leg of the
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Cox

mole-cricket [Gryllotal'pa) have varied greatly, yet quite differently,

and the whole together forms a most effective digging-tool. With

it the animal digs out the earth before it to right and to left, and to

do this it makes with both legs simultaneous outward movements,

which ai-e otherwise quite unusual among insects, and does so with

such strength that Rosel von Rosenhof saw two bodies each weighing

three pounds pushed away in this manner. In this case four chief

parts of the leg (Fig. 104), the coxa {cox), the femur (/e), the tibia itih),

and the tarsi {tars) are so adapted to each other in form, joints, thickness

of skeleton, and size, that they cannot have varied otherwise than in

relation to each other, but each piece has done so in an individual

manner. Most remarkable of all is the short

broad tibia, equipped with four large, hard teeth,

which has to perform the digging in the ground

after the manner of a spade,' while the dispro-

portionately thin and weak tarsal joints, the last

of which bears two perfectly straight spines

instead of claws, are directed upwards, and do

not touch the ground, being no longer used for

walking. Rbsel supposed, probably correctly,

that they are used for cleaning the spade when

it becomes clogged up with earth, since the

animal cannot clean it with its mouth. These

quite unusually formed parts of the limb cannot

have become what they are as the direct results

of use, because, for one thing, it would have been

not their broad surfaces, but their narrow edges,

which would most easily cut through the earth,

that would have been directed outwards. The

peculiar curving, first concave, then convex, of

the outer surface of the digging foot is exactly what is best adapted

for cutting into the earth and for the pushing aside which follows,

but it is not what it would have become if the chitin-wall had yielded

to the pressure of the earth and adapted itself to it. But, as we are

again dealing with the chitinous skeleton, there can be no question of

the direct effect of use, and, it seems to me, it must be admitted that

here we have a case of co-adaptation of at least seven different parts,

which have varied independently of each other, without any

assistance from the Lamarckian principle.

But much more complicated cases than this might be cited, if

we were in a position to estimate exactly the functional value of the

individual parts of the wing-venation in the different insects, for

Fig. 104. Digging leg

of the Mole - cricket

{Gryllotalpa). cox, coxa
attaching the limb to

the thorax, fe, the short

broad femur. iib, the
tibia forming a broad
spade with six large

sharp teeth, tars, the
tarsal joints, which are

turned upwards and
cannot be used in loco-

motion. After EOsel.
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it is well known that this venation serves the systematist as a basis

for the definition of genera, especially in Lepidoptera and Hymenop-
tera. That is to say, it varies from genus to genus in a characteristic

manner, obviously corresponding to the differences in the wing-form,

and in the flight itself. But, unfortunately, we are still far from

being able to make more than quite general hypotheses as to the

meaning of the lengthening and strengthening, or conversely, the

degeneration or elimination, of this or that vein. From extreme cases,

however, as for instance the rich venation in good fliers with large

wings, and the scanty venation in poor fliers with small wings, we
learn at least so much, that the degree and even the manner of

venation bears a definite relation to the function of the wing, and

this we might have assumed. But these wing-veins, in as far as

they serve as a support for the weak wing-membrane, are purely

chitinous structures, skeletal parts which are not even renewed

from time to time like the skeletal parts of the leg and many
other parts of the insect. As they are laid down at first in the

pupa as soft strings of cells, so they remain, and they only begin

to be used when they are completely hardened. They can therefore

never have been caused to vary through use in the course of the

phyletic development of S23ecies and genera, and the Lamarckian

principle can have no part in their transformations. But if they

follow the most subtle changes, which we cannot precisely demon-

strate, of the whole wing-surface and in the mode of flight, as a man
is followed by his shadow, there must be some other principle which

adapts the organ to its function, and which is able continually to

adapt the large number of individual wing- veins in the manner

most advantageous for the general function. Here, therefore, we
have a state of matters exactly corresponding to that obtaining in

the transformation of actively functioning parts which form a system

with common co-operative action, as, for instance, in the case we first

discussed, that of the stag's antlers.

Other even more complicated examples of harmonious adaptation

of passively functioning parts are afforded by the markings of animals,

such as those of the butterfly's wing. The colours have only a passive

role, whether they be due to pigments alone, or to structure, or to

both combined. When the coloration of a surface undergoes adaptive

variation, this cannot be due to any action of the colour, but must

depend on adaptation through selection. Yet it is well known that

there are many butterfly-wings whose surfaces exhibit different

colours and different shades of colour on their different parts, and

that in such a way that together they form a picture, that of a leaf.

Digitized by Microsoft®



88 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

a piece of bark, a stone overgrown with lichen, an eye, and so on.

In such a case the individual colour-spots stand in a particular,

indirect relation to each other; although they are independent of

each other in their variation, they are not indifferent and due to

chance, for together they produce a common picture; this is har-

monious adaptation of many parts, where the Lamarckian principle

is absolutely excluded.

It may, perhaps, be objected that this mimetic picture does not

arise all at once, but very slowly in the course of long series of

generations, and, indeed, of species. This must of course be so;

the simple beginnings are complicated and perfected through the

course of long ages. This is implied in the principle of selection

as we understand it. But does any one suppose that the gigantic

antlers of the giant-stag were developed in a few generations'? In

this case, too, must not numerous races have succeeded each other

before the primitive antlers attained this enormous size? If this

must be assumed there was abundance of time for the adaptation,

through germinal variations, of the secondarily varying parts, the

muscles, tendons, nerves, and bones, for all these parts function

actively, and can without difficulty meet, in the individual life, the

increased claims made upon them by a slight increase in the size

of the antlers. For the certain and indubitable consequence of

exercise, of increased use, is the strengthening of the functioning

parts.

Thus the appropriate germinal variation of the secondarily

varying parts may be delajj^ed for a little without the individual

being any the less effective, or being obliged to succumb in the

struggle for existence. I do not, however, assert for a moment

that the whole explanation of the phenomena of co-adaptation is

included in this; on the contrary, I hope soon to be able to show

that we may in such cases assume a preponderance of variational

tendencies in a favourable direction, and that there is thus an

indirect connexion between the utility of a variation and its actual

occurrence. In the first place, however, I must refer to the other

group of facts which I have indicated, which show, likewise, that

the simultaneous co-adaptation of different parts may arise in

certain circumstances, although the Lamarckian principle be excluded.

These are the facts presented to us by the sterile forms of those

insects, which, like bees, termites, and ants, live together in large

societies.

Ants and bees are of special interest to us in this connexion,

because they have long been carefully watched by a number of
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distinguished naturalists, and most of their vital functions have

been precisely studied. Ever since the days of ' Old Peter Huber ' in

Geneva there have again and again been excellent observers who
have devoted almost the whole of their life-work and talents to the

more complete study of these wonderful animals. These insects are

of interest to us here, because, in the course of the social life, a type

of individual has arisen which diverges in structure in many parts

of the body from both the male and the female, although it is sterile

and does not reproduce, or does so in so few instances that the fact

is of no moment in considering the origin of the present bodily

structure. As is well known, these neuters, or better, workers,

are, among ants and bees, females which differ from the true females

not only in their smaller size and their infertility, but in many other

points as well. Among ants, for instance, they are absolutely wing-

less, and at the same time they have a much smaller and differently

formed thorax and a larger head. But the most striking point is

the diff'erence in their instincts, for while the females, concerned only

with reproduction, pair and lay eggs, it is the workers who feed

and clean the helpless emerging larvae, and put them in places of

safety, who carry the pupae into the warm sunshine, and afterwards

back again to the sheltered nest, who make this nest itself, and keep

it in order, after having collected or prepared the material for it

;

it is they alone who defend the colony against the attacks of enemies,

who undertake predatory expeditions, attacking the nests of other

ants, and engaging in obstinate combats with them.

How can all these peculiarities have arisen, since the workers

do not reproduce, or do so only exceptionally, and, in any case, are

incapable of pairing, and therefore—among bees at least—only pro-

duce male offspring'? Obviously it cannot have been through the

transmission of the effects of use and disuse, since they leave no

offspring to which anything could be transmitted.

Herbert Spencer has attempted to maintain the position that

the characters of the workers of to-day already existed in the pre-

social state, that is, before the ants began to form colonies, and that,

therefore, they have not been newly evolved but only preserved.

But, even if this be conceded in regard to the care of the brood

and the building instinct, so much remains that could not have

existed at that stage, that the problem of the origin of these new

characters remains unsolved. The wings, for instance, among ants,

can only have been lost when females appeared which did not repro-

duce, for the pairing of ants is associated with a nuptial flight high

in the air. The wings are not merely absent in the workers, they
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do not oven dovolop in tlio pupa'; they are, as Dowitz showed,

present even now in the lurva in the Form oi' iniaginal disks, but

from the pupa-stage onwards they degenerate, and the segments

of the thorax to wliich tliey are attached likewise appear small and

modified. A variation of the germ-plasm miist therefore have taken

place, and to this is due the fact that the wing-primordia no longer

develop, and that the thorax has a different development from what

it had at the time when the animals were still fertile.

It has indeed been said that there is no need for assuming

a variation of the germ-plasm, since the degeneration of the wing

might be produced by inferior noxirishment. This opinion is based

on the fact that, among bees, the workers do actually arise from

female larvse which have reciuved a meagre diet poor in nitrogenous

elements, while the wame female larvas supplied with an abundant

diet rich in nitrogen develop into (pieeiis.

But even though we may assume that there is a similar dili'eri'nce

in the mode of feeding among most ants, because the workers are

considerably smaller than the fertile females, it would be quite

erroneous to conclude that the diH'erence between the two types

rests solely ox\ the effect of differences in diet. The elinunation

of an individual organ has never yet been determined by bad and

scanty nourishment ; it is tht^ whole animal with all its parts that

degenerates and becomes small and weakly. Often as catei'pillars

of different species have been placed on starvation diet, whether

for experimental purposes or to proeun', very small butterflies, it

has never yet happentMl that a single organ, .such as antenna, leg,

or wing, has thereby been eliminated or caused to degenerate. I have

myself instituted many such expciriments with the maggots of the

blue-bottle fly, by supplying them from their earliest youth with just

as little food as possible without actually stai-ving them to death, yet

never have these larvai given rise to flies in which the wings were

absent or rudimentary.

Nor did these starved flies t^ver exhibit degenerate ovaries

;

they werc! always completely devoloj)ed and equi]>p(Ml with the

full number of ovarian-tubi^s. It was to decide this particular point

that these experiments wei'c instituted, for my opponents maintained

that degeneration of tlui ovaries was a direct result of inferior

nourishment. But tliat is not the case. Special investigations in

regard to ants, undertakiiu at my request by Miss Pjli/.abeth Bickford,

showed that the anatomical i-esults reached by earlier investigators,

like Adlerz and Lespfes, in regard to the degeneration of the ovaries

in workers, were absolutely correct, and that the ' degenera-tion

'
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consists not merely in the fact that the ovarian-tubes and ovum-
primordia remain small, but also in a diminution of the number
of ovarian-tubes (Fig. 105) ; the workers have always fewer ovarian-

tubes than the females of the same species, and—what is of especial

importance—the reduction in the number of ovarian-tubes has been

effected to a different extent in different species of ants. In the red

wood-ant [Foiimica rufa) the workers still possess from twelve to

sixteen ovarian-tubes ; in the meadow-ant (Formica 2Jratensis) only

eight, six, or four; in Lasius fuliginosus there are usually only

two (one on either side) ; and in the little turf-ant [Tetramoriuvi

coespitum) there are none

at all. We have here, there-

fore, a phylogenetic process

of degeneration, which has

reached different degrees

in the different species, and

has only been completed

in one (Tetraviorium). The

case stands as I previously

stated it : 'The elimination

of a typical organ is not

an ontogenetic process, but

a phylogenetic one,' it de-

pends not upon ' the mere

influences of nutrition

which affect the develop-

ment of the individual, but

always on variations in the

germ-plasm, which, to all

appearance, can only come about in the course of a long series of

generations \

Against this proposition an observation by O. vom Rath has

been cited. Aceordinff to it, three drone larvas which had been

accidentally fed by the workers with royal food exhibited striking

retrogressive peculiarities in their sexual organs. The testes contained

only immature sperms (just before emergence from the pupa), and

the copulatory organ was entirely wanting. That a certain degree

of fatty degeneration of the testes should be caused by the ' unusual

fattening' is not surprising, but it seems to me very questionable

whether the absence of the copulatory organ can be referred to

the abnormal diet ; it ought to be definitely decided, by the investiga-

' Aeussere EinJlCisse als Eniwickelungsreize, Jena, 1894.

Fig. 105. Ovary of a fertile Queen-Ant and
ovaries of a "Worker. Of?, oviduct. A, one ovary
of Myrmica kevinodis with many ovarian-tubes,
in each of which there is an almost ripe egg
(Ei) and a younger egg {Ei'). B, the ovaries of a
Worker of Lasiiis fidigitiosits ; each ovary has only
one ovarian-tube, and no ripening egg-cells. After
Elizabeth Bickford.
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tion of numerous cases, whether some abnormal peculiarity in the

constitution of the germ-plasm in these eggs was not the true cause.

Hitherto, unfortunately, I have not been able to procure the fresh

material necessary to decide this point ^. From all this it must be

evident that we are not justified in regarding either the absence

of wings or the degeneration of the ovaries as a direct result of

the inferior nourishment supplied to the workers in the larval state

:

but should any one still have doubt on this point I may mention that,

among our indigenous ants, there are two species in which the workers

are just as large as the fertile females, and that in tropical America

a species (Myrmecocystus megalocola) occurs in which the workers

are larger than the true females ; this must mean that they have

received more food than the females, though perhaps not the same

mixture of food.

From all the facts we have discussed we can confidently conclude

that the differences in structure, which distinguish the workers from

the true females, do not depend upon the influence, in the individual

lifetime, of a poorer diet, but upon variation in the primary con-

stituents of the germ ; we must conceive of the germ-plasm of ants

as containing, in addition to male and female ids, special ids of

workers, in which the determinants of wing and ovary are degenerate

in some degree, while the determinants of other parts, such as the

brain, are more highly developed. The manner of feeding, however,

and perhaps the mingling with the food of a special secretion of the

salivary glands, acts as a stimulus which determines whether one

kind of id or another is to be liberated, that is, to become active and

to enter on the path of development.

A proof of this view is to be found, it seems to me, in the

existence of transition forms between workers and true females,

which was first brought to general knowledge by Forel. Perhaps

it would be better to call these 'mongrel forms,' for their various

parts do not maintain a medium between the two types, but many
parts follow the type of the worker, and others that of the true

female. Thus Forel twice found a nest of the red wood-ant which

contained a large number of these mixed forms, all of which possessed

the small head and large curved thorax of the queen, but otherwise

resembled the workers in size and appearance, and also in the

' Since completing my manuscript I note that the point was settled three years
ago, when Koshewnikow had the opportunity of investigating drone-pupae which were
abnormally reared in royal cells, and therefore fed with royal food. He found their
sexual organs perfectly normal, and agrees with me that the abnormalities in Vom Rath's
case must have been due to some other cause. (See the report by Von Adelung on the
Russian paper in Zool. CentralUatt, Sept. lo, 1901.)
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degeneration of the ovaries. Many of them were very small, only

5 mm. in length, and had probably received very little food, and,

according to the theory of direct influence, these should have been

pure workers. That they possessed the head and thorax of a queen
is a proof that the characters of both forms of individual were
present in the germ-plasm as primary constituents, or indeed entire

ids. In normal circumstances only one kind of these ids would have
become active, either the worker-id or the queen-id, but in abnormal
circumstances they might both be liberated to activity simultaneously,

and then they would stamp one part of the body with the character of

a queen, another with that of a worker. Forel observed one of these

nests in two successive years, and both times found the mixed forms

in large numbers^. In the second year he found a great number
of newly-emerged individuals of this tj^pe. I have already inferred

from this observation that the mixed for-ms were probably in both

j-ears the offspring of the same mother, and this may well have been

the case. My further conclusion, that the mixed forms must be due

to some abnormality in the constitution of the germ-plasm of the

maternal eggs, no longer appears to me so convincing as it did

formerlj', because, in the interval, we have learnt, through that

indefatigable investigator of ants. Pater Wasmann, that there is

another possible explanation of these mixed forms ; it, too, is based

upon a hypothesis, but it is so interesting that I must briefly outline

it to you.

Like Forel and myself. Pater Wasmann had supposed that the

reason of this kind of mixed form (the so-called pseudogynous worker)

lay in an abnormality of the constitution of the germ-plasm, but he now
regards it as the result of a change in the mode of rearing instituted by

the workers with respect to the constitutionally female or queen larvae,

because there was a scarcity of workers. The hypothesis sounds very

daring, but it is well founded, at least m so far that there really is

a reason why a scarcitj^ of females must occur at certain times in

some colonies of ants, and this might certainly determine the workers

in charge of the larv^ to feed females with worker food, so as to rear

them to render the necessary assistance.

This reason lies in the occasional presence of a parasitic beetle,

Lomechusa strwniosa, whose lai'vse, curiously enough, are cared for and

fed by the ants as though they were their own, and in return they

eat up the larvje of the ants, often destroying them in large numbers.

' There are different kinds of ' mixed forms ' among ants, which may owe their

origin to a variety of conditions, as Forel, Wasmann, and Emery have shown in

detail.
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Wasinann informs us that the parasitic larvfB grow up just at the

time at which the ants are rearing their workers, and it is these,

tlierefore, which fall victims to the Lomechusa-larvai, and the result

is that a scarcity of young workers must soon make itself felt. The

workers seek to make this good by rearing as workers all the larvfB

previously destined for queens. But this only succeeds partially,

because the development towards true females has already begun

;

thus mixed forms arise.

This explanation would be rather in the air if we did not

know that, among bees, such changes in the manner of rearing are by

no means uncommon. Indeed they occur regidarly when the queen

of a hive perishes and no more ' female ' eggs are in store
;
young

worker larvae are then fed with royal food, and these develop into

queens. There can thus be no doubt that these insects have it in

their power to liberate to activity either the female ids or the worker

ids by a specific mode of feeding, and there is nothing contrary to

reason in admitting the possibility of an alternation of this influence in

the course of development, for something analogous occurs in regard

to secondary sexual characters, as, for instance, the appearance of

male decorative colours in ducks that have become sterile.

But this change in the mode of rearing bee-larvre gives rise to

pure queens and not to mixed forms, and we must therefore regard it

as undecided whether Wasmann's explanation is correct in this case,

and whether an abnormality in the constitution of the germ-plasm

may not be the true cause of this or other kinds of mixed forms

among ants. In any case the ' Lomechusa hypothesis ' rests upon the

assumption of different kinds of ids in the germ-plasm, as Pater

Wasmann expressly states, and the differences between the worker and

queen-ants have their cause in this, and not dii'cctly in the kind of

larval food.

If there were not different ids corresponding to the different

kinds of individuals in the germ-plasm a kind of polymorphism

might indeed have arisen in the colony through differences in

nutrition, but it could not have been of the kind we now see—that

is, a sharply defined differentiation of persons, in adaptation to their

different functions. This presupposes elements in the germ which

can vary slowly and consistently in a definite direction without

causing any change in the rest of the germ.

This state of affairs gives to the phyletic evolution of the workers

a great theoretical significance, for it proves that positive as well as

negative variations of the most diverse parts of the body, that simul-

taneous and correlative variations of many parts, can take place in the
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course of the phylogeny, without the co-operation of the Lamarekian

factor. I have not hitherto laid any special emphasis upon the degree

of differences occurring between workers and queens ; but I must

now add that this may far exceed the degree that we are familiar

with in our common indigenous ants, both in regard to instinct and

to bodily form. Even in the red Amazon ant of Western Switzerland,

Polyei'gus rufedcens, we find quite a new instinct', that of carrying off

the pupae of other species of ants, not to devour, but to introduce them

to their own nest and thus secure ' slaves.' For these workers of

a strange species, which emerge in a strange nest, naturally regard the

place of their birth as their home, and do there what instinct

impels them, and what they would have done in the nest of their

parents : they feed the larvae, fetch food, collect building material,

and so on. The domestic activity of the workers of the master-

species thus becomes superfluous, and they have ceased to exercise it,

and have now entirely lost the power of caring for their brood, searching

for food, and keeping up the nest. They have even forgotten how
to take food themselves, because they are always fed by the 'slaves.'

Forel informs us—and I have mj'self repeated the experiment—that

Polyergus workers, which are shut up with a drop of honey on the

floor of their prison, will leave it, their favourite food, imtouched,

and finally starve, unless one of their ' slaves ' be shut up with them.

As soon as this happens, and the slave perceives the honej^, it partakes

of it, and then the ' mistress ' comes and strokes the ' slave ' with her

antennas to signify her desires, whereupon the ' slave ' proceeds to feed

her from its own crop.

But while the Polyergvs workers have forgotten their domestic

habits, and have even ceased to be able to recognize their food,

remarkable changes have taken place in their jaws ; these have lost

the blunt teeth on the inner margin, which, in other species, serve for

masticating the food, for seizing building material, and for other

domestic occupations, and have become sharp weapons, bent in the

form of a sabre, very well suited for piercing the head of an enemy,

but also well adapted for carrying off' the pupae, because they can

seize them without doing them any injmy.

Xo one will doubt that the predatory expeditions of the Amazon
ants, and the slave-making habit, can only have developed after the

habit of living in large companies had long existed, and this case

proves that variations of instinct, as well as of bodily structure, can

* • New ' in this sense, that the instinct is not exhibited by most worker-ants, that

it did not occur in the primaeval ancestors of modem ants. It is, however, exhibited

by a number of modem forms, and even by some German species.
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take place even after the workers have long been sterile. The case is the

more instructive that it seems as if it were due to the transmission of

a newly acquired and inherited habit of life, while in point of fact

these Amazon-workers can transmit nothing, because they bear no

offspring. But if old instincts can be lost, and new ones acquired,

when all possibility of inheritance is excluded, we see that Nature

has no need of the Lamarckian factor of modification for her

transformations and new adaptations.

If we wish to understand clearly that, in these changes, we have

to do not merely with the alteration of a single part, but of many
parts which all work together, we have only to think of the still more

striking physical modifications which have taken place in many
tropical ants, and which have lead to a dimorphism of the workers.

In many species, certainly, the only difference is in size, so that one

can distinguish between large workers and small, and the former are

sometimes five times as big as the latter. But even in the South

European Pheidole Tiiegalocephala, which is abundant in Italy, the

larger workers are also different in structure from the smaller, for

they have an enormous head with powerful jaws. They are usually

known as ' soldiers,' and are entrusted with the defence of the colony.

Emery directly observed in regard to Golohopsis truncata, an ant

which lives in the trunks of trees, that the soldiers, with their

enormous heads, occupied all the entrances to the nest, ready to seize

any intruder with their powerful jaws. In the Sauba ant [CEcodoma

ceplialotes) Bates described three different types of worker, differing in

size, and although he was not able to determine with certainty what the

particular function of each was, there can be no doubt that they have

special offices, and that the differences in their structure are adapta-

tions to the differences in their functions. The same is true of the

Indian ant, Pkeidologeton diversus, depicted in Fig. io6, whose three

forms of workers I owe to the kindness of Professor August Forel.

If the increase in the size of the head and jaws must bring with

it an increase in the thickness of the skeleton of these parts, as well as

a strengthening of the musculature of the head, it follows that the

strain on the body must be greater, just as in the case of the increase in

the weight of the stag's antlers, so that the skeleton of the thorax must

likewise have become thicker and heavier, the muscles and nerves

of the legs stronger, the articulations of the joints capable of greater

resistance ; in short, a whole series of variations of other parts must

have taken place simultaneously, if the primary variation was to be

of use, and not to lead to the destruction of its possessor. Here again

we have a proof that the co-adaptation of many parts can take place
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without any intervention of the Lamarckian principle, and that there

must be some other factor which brings this about.

Where, then, shall we look for this other factor, if not in the

processes of selection, in the selecting of the most suitable variations

among all those which occur ? We are confronted with the alternative

of either working out a sufficient explanation with this factor, or of

giving up the attempt at explanation altogether. Yet the application

of the principle of selection in relation to the neuters of colony-

forming insects is by no means simple, for, as the workers are

sterile, a modification of them through processes of breeding cannot

begin directly with themselves. The workers which exhibit the most

Yiir. io6. Three workers of the same species of Indian Ant (Pheidologdon

diversus), drawn from specimens supplied by Prof. August Forel. A, the largest,

By the intermediate, C, the smallest form.

suitable variations cannot be selected for breeding, but only their

parents, the sexual animals, and these according to whether they

produce better workers or worse. This is how Darwin looked at the

matter, and his view receives support from one peculiarity in the

composition of these animal colonies, whose significance becomes

apparent in relation to this problem. It has long been known that

in a bee-hive there are from 10,000 to ao,ooo workers, but only one

true female, the so-called queen, and the meaning of this remarkable

arrangement probably is, that the adaptation of the workers through

natural selection becomes much more easily possible, since the tvhole

number are the children of a single pair. It is not the individual

II. H
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workers, but the whole colony, that is, the whole proj;env of the

queen, which is selected, accordinji- to the greater or less deovee of

effectiveness displayed by the workers. Strictly speaking, it is the

single queen that is selected in relation to her power of producing

superior or inferior workers. A colony whose queen was unsatisfactory

in this respect could not hold its own in the struggle for existence,

and only the best colonies and the best hives would survi\e, tliat is,

through their descendants. If the hive contained a hundred queens

instead of a single queen the process of selection would be much

more complex and less clear, and it is even quite conceivable that the

production of specially modified workers, adapted to their functions,

or of two or three different kinds of workers, would not have been

possible at all. For it would not ha\e helped much if one out of

a hundred females had produced workers of better structure ; only

a majority of such females could give the colony any advantage as

compared M'ith other colonies.

It has not been definitely established whether, among ants, a

single female is in all cases the founder of the whole colony, but it is

certain that there are only a few females. In the tropical Termites

we know that the ovaries of the female attain to such a colossal size

that one female must certainly suffice for the necessities of the largest

colonies. Grassi has shown, indeed, that, as far as the South European

Termites are concenuxl, not only are there several females present, but

that even the workers frequently reproduce ; but the Termites in general

are inhabitants of warm countries, and the few European species

probably hardly represent the original composition of these animal

colonies. But of the tropical species, which have as yet not been

sufficiently studied, we know at least the extraordinaiy dimensions

of the body, and the corresponding fertility of the queens, and

we conclude from this that only a few can be present in each

termitary^.

Now that we have discussed all these facts it will not be out of

place to sunnnarize the results, in as far as they have any relation to

the acceptance or rejection of the theory of the inheritance of acqviired

characters.

No direct proof of such transmission could be found ; on the

contrary, it has been shown that all that has hitherto been advanced

as such will not stand the test of close examination ; an inheritance

of wounds and mutilations does not exist, the transmission of trav;ma-

tically induced epilepsy is not only doubtful as regards its causes, but

' Ing\vi> S.jostodt has recently ostablisliod in Africa that it is usually a single queen
and a single king that found a termitary {Sclmed. Akad. Abh. Bd. 34, igoa).
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cannot even be considered as the transmission of a particular morpho-

logical lesion.

We may regard as indirect proofs such facts as can only be

explained on the assumption of this mode of inheritance, and in this

connexion Our opponents have cited especially the correspondence

between modifications acquired through use in the individual life-

time, and worked out through histonal selection, with the phyletic

transformations of the same parts. But it has been shown that

a number of parts which do not function actively at all, but only

passively, and thus cannot be caused to change through use, like the

hard skeletal parts of the Arthropods, vary phyletically in the same

certain and direct course as those which function actively, so that we
have every ground for assuming that there are other factors operating

in the transformation of the active as well as of the passive parts.

Finally, we discussed the last and strongest argument which has been

put forward in favour of the Lamarckian principle, that of co-

adaptation, that is, the simultaneous adaptation of many parts

co-operating in a common action, and we were able to contravert this

altogether by showing that exactly similar phenomena of co-adapta-

tion occur in systems of passively functioning parts, and further, that

they occur also among the workers of ants and bees, that is, in

animals which do not reproduce, and which, therefore, cannot transmit

the acquired results of exercise during their life.

We therefore reject—and are compelled to reject—the Lamarckian

principle, not only on the ground that it cannot be proved correct, but

also because the phenomena, to explain which it is used, occur also

under circumstances which absolutely exclude any possibility of the

co-operation of this principle.

Supplementary note on the Transmissibility of Acquired

Functional Modifications.

I cannot conclude this section without some reference to the

utterances of some naturalists who have quite recently attempted to

represent the inheritance of functional modifications as a conceivable

and even a necessary assumption.

I may name first Ludwig Zehnder, a physicist who has wandered

into the domain of biology. In regard to the very facts which I have

adduced as evidence against the existence of such inheritance, he has

endeavoured to show how we might conceive of them as having by
this very means arisen ^.

He deals with the case of ants, that is to say, with the difieren-

' Zehndei, Die Entstehung cles Lebens, Freiburg-i.-Br., 1899.

H 2,
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tiation of the sterile workers into several castes, in the following

interesting manner.

The task of the workers is to procure all the food necessary for

all the individuals of the colony in quantitj- and quality corresponding

to the demand ; failing this the whole colony would perish. Now the

different persons of the colony need different food, according to their

constitution and their functions. Soldiers, for instance, are more

powerful than ordinary workers, since they are adapted for fighting,

and thej^ therefore require a difterent kind of food from the

weaker workers who are adapted only for other duties. Since the

soldiers have evolved from the latter by selection, what we niay, for

the sake of brevity, call the soldier-food in the common stores of the

ants would be drawn upon more lavishly than before, and would

therefore disappear more quickly, and, whenever this ocevirred, those

workers which had already brought in this kind of food would be

impelled to bring more and more to satisfy the demand for it. But in

order to do this they would require to exert themselves more, and would

therefore require a larger quantity of food—not of course soldier-food,

but the particular kind Avhich their particular qualities demanded.

Probably this second importation of food was undertaken by a second

kind of worker, for, according to Zehnder, each worker does not carry

all the kinds of food ; they are divided into legions, each of which has

its particular task of food-collecting to fulfil.

In the end the storehouse of the ant-colony must contain

a provision in which the difi'erent kinds of food are in exact proportion

to the necessities of the difierent kinds of persons in the colony. It

must alter in its composition again as soon as, in the course of time,

one or other kind of person acquires new characters, for these presup-

pose a new kind of diet

But how are these acquired characters to be transmitted since

neither soldiers nor Avorkers reproduce 1 Zehnder answers this by

pointing out that the sexual animals eat all the kinds of nourishment

which are accumulated in the stores, that is to say, all the different

kinds of food exactly in the proportion in which they have been

imported—the proportion in which the different kinds of persons are

represented in the colony. Thus the kinds of nourishment which

caused the appearance of the newly acquired characters in the non-

sexual animals also reached the sexual animals and their sex-cells,

and there gave rise to substances which evoke the relevant qualities

in their descendants, for instance, in the soldiei-s, or in the still more
modified workers, and so on ; and thus we have an ' inheritance of

acquired chai-acters.'
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This is certainly ingeniously and cleverly thought out, and it reads

even better and more smoothly in the original than in my brief

summary, but it will hardly be regarded as a refutation of my
position; the hypotheses are all too daring for that. We have no

knowledge that particular modifications in form can be produced and

conditioned by particular kinds of food, and, indeed, the contrary has

been proved, namely, that the two or three different castes of poly-

morphic species have precisely similar diet. I need only recall the

sis forms of female in Papilio merope, of which at least three have

been obtained from the same set of eggs, and by feeding with the

same plant.

It is true that there are ants which lay in stores of nourishment,

but these consist, for the most part, of one kind of seeds, or of honey,

not of different substances, and we have no knowledge that the

different persons use difierent food, or even that there is any diversity

in the mode of feeding the helpless larvse. The feeding in some

species takes place from mouth to mouth, and therefore cannot be

precisely investigated, and we can only suppose from analogy with

bees that the larvse of the males and females frequently receive not

only more abundant, but qualitatively different food. They are fed

from the crop unless the food consists of the pith of a tree in which

the larvEe are imbedded, as Dahl informs us is the ease with some

tropical ants of the Bismarck Archipelago.

But even if we assume that the soldiers take different food from

the ordinary workers, and different again from that of the sexual

animals, is it by virtue of the quality of their food that they have

become what they are ? Have our breeds of pigeons or hens been

produced by different diet, or do we know anything in the whole

range of animal life of such a parallehsm between food and bodily

structure as Zehnder here assumes 1 And if, in reality, let us say, the

breeds of pigeon had arisen through specific dieting, and we were to

feed one pair with the specific food-stuffs of three different breeds,

would the descendants of this pair exhibit the form of these three

breeds 1 Or would they exhibit them in precisely the proportion in

which the food-stuffs had been mixed 1 It seems to me that Zehnder's

assumptions diverge so far from what we are accustomed to regard

as solid ground in biology that they hardly require consideration, and

yet he not only uses them for the explanation of the case of the ants,

but bases upon them the whole of his theory of the inheritance of

acquired characters.

He considers that the results of use (that is, increased function)

are generally transmitted, because the increase in the organ which is
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functioning more strongly changes the composition of the blood, by-

withdrawing from it in a greater degree the specific substances which

the organ in question— a muscle, for instance—requires for its activity.

All parts of the animal are thereby affected and modified, but especially

those smallest vital units or ' fistellse ' (corresponding to biophors) which

preside over digestion, and of which there are several sorts. Among
them those work most arduously which have to produce the specific

substances which serve for the nutrition of the muscles with increased

function, because these are needed in larger quantities. This kind of

digestive ' fistella ' therefore multiplies, while other kinds, whose

products are not required and therefore not used up, cease to be so

active, diminish in number, and in course of time disappear. In this

way the composition of the blood is altered, and with it to a greater

or less degree all the characters of the whole organism. Of course

the reproductive cells are also under the influence of this change in

the composition of the blood, because the different nutritive substances

are accumulated within them in an altered proportion corresponding to

the changed composition of the blood, the nutritive substances for the

muscles with increased function being contained in it in a larger

quantity, and thus the greater development of the muscle will repeat

itself in the progeny, that is to say, the acquired character is trans-

mitted.

It is obvious that this is precisely the same line of argument as

that used in reference to the origin of the worker and soldier ants.

The difi'erent kinds of ' digestive fistellse ' correspond to the difierent

food-carrying workers, and the blood to the assumed storehouse from
which soldiers and workers select the food suitable for their respective

needs, while the sex-cells in the one case, the sexual animals in the

other, partake of all kinds exactly in the proportion in which they are

stored, and thus the organ which functions most vigorously must be
stronger in the offspring.

How the minute quantity of nutritive material contained in the

ovum, still less in the sperm, is to effect the strengthening of the parti-

cular muscles in the descendants is not stated ; moreover, such minimal
quantities of food must soon be exhausted, and cannot possibly

increase. It would seem as if the muscles could not even begin by
being stronger, much less that they should remain so, if they were not
exercised equally vigorously by the descendants. If the specific

nutritive stuffs were ' fistellse,' that is to say, were living units capable
of multiplication, one could understand it. But there can, of course,

be no possibility of a production of living units through digestion;
that can only give rise to digested substances. Or if the alteration in the
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composition of the blood produced in the determinant system of the

germ-plasm just those variations requisite to bring about a strength-

ening of the muscular system, it would remain to be shown how this

could happen, for the gist of the problem lies in this. For muscles

do not lie in the germ-plasm as miniature models of the subsequent

muscular system, and even if they did, would not all the muscles, and

not merely those which were no longer exercised, decrease hereditarily

when a particular group, like the muscles of the ear in man,

degenerates? Zehnder replies to this with the hypothesis that the

muscles are not all chemically alike, but that each possesses a

particular chemical formula, though they may all be very similar, and

that, therefore, the nutritive materials required by each must be

slightly different. In that cajse there would require to be, in the ovum
and sperm of man, in order that functional modifications might be

transmitted, as many special nutritive substances as there are muscles,

and, in addition to these, innumerable hosts of other kinds of specific

nutritive substances for all the other parts of the body, since all of

them can be strengthened by exercise and weakened by disuse. And
even if we suppose that all these millions of specific nutritive sub-

stances are accommodated within the germ-cells, as Zehnder's theory

requires, they could not perform what Zehnder ascribes to them, for,

as we have already said, they cannot multiply in the manner of living

units, and so control the growing organism. The different specific

nutritive materials contained in the blood are just as powerless to

perform the task ascribed to them by Zehnder as the specific kinds of

food in the hj^pothetical storehouse of the ants are to give rise to the

diflerent persons of the ant-colony.

Zehnder also attempts to overthrow the arguments against the

Lamarckian principle which I based on the skeleton of Arthropods.

It does not seem to him probable that the chitinous coat of mail

can be an absolutely dead structure, and he supposes that very delicate

nerve-fibrils penetrate into all its most minute parts, and so are

stimulated by ' every pressure and every strain ' exerted on the

chitinous skeleton. They ' work ' when they are stimulated, and in

doing so they use up ' their specific food-stuffs.' At places which are

frequently stimulated the corresponding nerves develop more than

elsewhere. The necessary specific food-stufis for these particular

nerves therefore increase proportionately within the body, and

also in the reproductive cells. Accordingly, in the germ-cells there

is an increase of the aforesaid nervous substances, which in the

offspring become associated with the relevant part of the chitinous

covering, and induce in development the secretion of chitin at this
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part. At this particular spot, then, the chitin will be specially

thick.

This clearly implies that each particular part of the skin has its

specific nutritive substances, necessitated by the nerves ^\'hich traverse

it ! Thus there must be as many nerve-nutritive substances as there

are skin-nerves, specific chemical comliinations for every part of the

body which is capable of heritable variation. This is so extra-

ordinarily improbable that I need say nothing more about it. If

the Lamarckian principle requires this kind of hypotliesis to bolster

it lip, it is undoubtedly doomed.

If we disregard altogether the positive aspect of Zehnder's

hypothesis, and assume that the skin-nerves are really stimulated

through the chitin by every strain and pressure to which a spot

of skin is exposed, and that they cause a correspondingly greater

secretion of chitin, which would then, according to the Lamarckian

principle, be hereditary, does this harmonize with what actually

occurs in the development of the skeleton as we know it in the

case of Insects and Crustaceans ? Not at all ! Can we suppose that

the carapace of a crab or the enormously hard wing-covers of a water-

beetle are exposed to a continual pounding and pressing and pushing ?

Exactly the contrary is the case. Every assailant takes care not to

grasp the animal where it is so well protected, and seeks out the

most vulnerable parts for its attacks. It may be answered that,

while this is certainly the case now, the animals weiv l)adly protected

when the ancestral forms were evolving. But that they couhl not

have become hard by dint of lieing frequently bitten or otherwise

wounded should be obvious from the fact that the -whole of the

wing-covers and the whole of the carapace is uniformly covered

with thick chitin, while each wound would only .stimulate particular

spots ; and we should also have to admit that, since these parts of

the skin which are now so well protected are no longer seized and
stimulated, they would long ago have become thin again, according

to the principle of the degeneration of parts no longer used, or, in

this case, no longer .stimulated. But there is no need for wasting

time over such quibbles, .since there is a fact which ali.solutely contra-

dicts Zehnder's hypothesis. I mean the degeneration of the chitinous

skeleton in those Crustaceans and Insects which protect the alidonien

within a shelter like the hermit-crabs, the caddis-flies (Phrygatiidu)),

(Fig. 107) and the sack-carrying caterpillars of the PsychidaB a,mong

Lepidoptera. The hermit-crabs, as is well known, squeeze their

abdomen into a usually spirally-coiled Gasteropod shell, and they
always choose houses which are wide enough to conceal the whole
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body up to the hard claws when necessity arises. In this case there

is surely a continual pressure on the abdomen, which, being soft,

must be squeezed very tightly every time the animal retreats into

its shell. One of my opponents has described the disappearance of

the tough integumentary skeleton from the abdomen of these animals

as an inherited result of this pressure, and another regards it as the

inherited result of the degeneration of the muscles in this part of

the body. But, according to Zehnder, this continuous pressure, and
the frequent rubbing up and down of the abdomen on the inner

surface of the Gasteropod's shell, would undoubtedly have a stimu-

lating efi'ect on the skin-nerves, and would therefore bring about

a thickening of the chitinous cuticle. In regard to the larval

Phryganidae and Psychidse, the case would be the same, though

Fig. 107. Larva of a Caddis-fly, after ROsel. A, removed from its case,

showing the hooks (A) which attach it thereto, and the whitish abdomen,
covered only by a thin cuticle. JB, the same larva, moving about with its case.

perhaps hardly to the same degree, for while these larvae make
their own houses, and will therefore at least make them big enough

to begin with, the pressure and friction must increase with the

growth of the animal.

If the regulation of the strength of the integumentary skeleton

be referred to selection, we see at once why carapace and wing-covers

should be of equal thickness throughout their whole extent, and why
they do not disappear, although they do not function actively, and

are less stimulated than any other parts of the skeleton ; and we
also understand why the abdomen of hermit-crabs and of larval

Phryganidse and Psychidse has become soft, whether it be exposed

to pressure or friction in a greater or a less degree. It no longer

requires to be hard, because it is protected by the house, and in
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the case of the Pagurids it must not be hard because it could not

then be readily squeezed into the hard-walled and narrow recesses

of the Gasteropod shell ; in this case there has therefore been positive

selection. I have not yet referred to the fact that the chitinous

covering is certainly not living, though it is not exactly dead ; it

is a secretion of the epidermic cells, not a tissue, and we cannot

suppose that there are any nerve-endings in it. It is almost super-

fluous to say that the fact that the skin is cast is in itself enough to

make such an assumption untenable, for the whole of the assumed

delicate nervous network would be shed at every moult and torn

.

away from the nerves which lead to it. As far as my knowledge

goes, nothing of this kind occurs anywhere in the whole range of

the animal kingdom.

Even if we assume, for the benefit of Zehnder's hypothesis, that

although there are no nerves in the chitin itself yet irritations

affecting the chitinous coat may be transmitted through it to the

delicate nerve-endings lying beneath it, this should take place in

a greater degree at the thin places of the skeleton than at the thick

farts ! But this interpretation is again fallacious, for we see that

the tactile organs of Arthropods always break through the chitinous

cuticle and protrude beyond it in the form of setse.

Of the many other opponents of my views in regard to the

transmissibility of acquired functional modifications, I need only

deal in detail with Oscar Hertwig.

He seeks for direct proofs of an inheritance of acquired characters,

and believes that he has found these in the hereditary transmission

of acquired immunity from certain diseases. He reminds us of

Ehrlich's well-known experiments on mice with ricin and abrin.

Even small doses of these two poisons kill mice, but they are

tolerated in very minute doses, and if their administration be con-

tinued for some time in such minute doses, the animals gradually

acquire a high degree of insensitiveness to these poisons ; they

become immune to ricin and abrin.

This immunity is transmitted from mother to young, but it only

lasts for a short time, about six to eight weeks after birth. Yet

this is regarded by Hertwig as an illustration of the transmission

of an acquired character, as an acquired modification of the cells

of the body, for he explains the immunity on the assumption that

all the cells of the body undergo a particular variation due to the

influence of the poison, and are thus, to a certain extent; modified

in their nature, and that the ovum also undergoes this variation

and transmits it to the young animal. The immunization might
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certainly come under the category of fvmctional modifications, and
it might be thought that we have here a case of transmission of such

an acquu-ed character.

Against this, however, we have to put the fact that the acquired

immunity i^ not transmitted from the father to the Je.'<cendant^.

Hertwig attempts to explain this by saying that the short duration

of the experiments has onlj- allowed the poison to affect the cell-

sul>stance (cytoplasm) and not the nucleus, that is, the hereditary

substance of the sperm-cells, an assumption which has little proba-

bility considering the intimate nutritive relations between the cell-

nucleus and the cytoplasm. I should be rather inclined to conclude

from the difference in the transmitting power of the sperm and of

the o%-um, that this 'inheritance of immunity' does not depend, as

Hertwig supposes, on a modification of the cells to ' ricin immunity,'

but, as Ehrlich and the bactertologists believe, on the production of

so-called ' anti-toxins,' and that these anti-toxins are handed on to

the embryo not by the ovum itself, but by the interchange of blood

between mother and offspring which lasts throughout the whole

embryonic period. It is then self-e%-ident why no transmission of

immunity through the father occurs.

But it would lead me too far were I to attempt to refute all

the attempts that have been made to interpret individual cases as

due to the inheritance of acquired characters. I should, however,

lite to say something as to the theoretical possibility of such an

assumption.

TMien we try to conceive how experiences and their consequences

can be entailed, how new acquirements of the ' personal part can have

representative effects on the germinal part,' we find ourselves con-

fronted with almost, if not entirely, insuperable difficulties. How
could it happen that the constant exercise of memory throughout

a lifetime, as, for instance, in the case of an actor, could influence

the germ-cells in such a waj- that in the offspring the same brain-

ceUs which preside over memory will likewise be more highly

developed—that is, capable of greater functional activity ? We know
what Zehnder's answer to such a question would be ; he would make
the blood the intermediary between the brain-cells and the germ-cells,

but we have seen that specific food-stuffs for each specific ceU-group

cannot be assumed, and that, even if they could, they would not

meet the necessities of the case. Yet every one who does not regard

the germ-plasm as composed of determinants is constrained to make
some such assumption. But if we take our stand upon the theory

of determinants, it would be necessary to a transmission of acquired
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strength of memory that the states of these brain-cells should be

communicated by the telegraphic path of the nerve-cells to the

germ-cells, and should there modify only the determinants of the

brain-cells, and should do so in such a way that, in the subsequent

development of an embryo from the germ-cell, the corresponding

brain- cells should turn out to be capable of increased functional

activity. But as the determinants are not miniature brain-cells, but

only groups of biophors of unknown constitution, and are assuredly

different from those cells ; as they are not ' seed-grains ' of the brain-

cells, but only living germ-units which, in co-operation with the rest

exercise a decisive influence on the memory-cells of the brain, I can only

compare the assumption of the transmission of the results of memory-

exercise to the telegraphing of a poem, which is handed in in German,

but at the place of arrival appears on the paper translated into

Chinese.

Nevertheless, as I have said before, I do not disagree with those

who say, with Oscar Hertwig, that the impossibility of forming

a conception of the physiological nexus involved in the assumed

transmission does not ijjso facto constrain us to conclude that the

transmission does not occur. I cannot, however, agree with Hertwig
that the case is exactly the same as in the ' converse process,' that is,

'in the development of the given invisible primary constituents in

the inheritance of the cell into the visible characters of the personal

part.' Certainly no one can state with any definiteness how the germ
goes to work, so that from it there arises an eye or a brain with its

millionfold intricacies of nerve-paths, but although the process cannot

be understood in detail, it can in principle, and this is just what
is impossible in regard to the communication of functional modifica-

tions to the germ. Moreover, in addition to this, there is the very
important difference that, in the one case, we know with certainty

that the process actually takes place, although we cannot understand
its mechanical sequence in detail, while in the other we cannot even
prove that the supposed process is a real one at all. From the

fact that we are unable to form clear conceptions of a hypothetical

process, we are not justified, it seems to me, in assuming it to be real,

even though we are aware of many other processes in nature which
we are unable to understand.

Nor does Hertwig take up this position, for he is at pains to

show the mechanical possibility of the process of inheritance which
he assumes, and he bases this upon the suggestions made by Hering
in his famous work Ueber das Geddchtnins ah eine allgemeine

Function der organisirten Materie [On memory as a genercd
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function of organized matter'], 1870. As this essay probably con-

tains the best that can be said in favour of a transmission of functional

modiiications. and as it also includes some indisputable truths, we may
consider it in some detail.

Hering is undoubtedly right in regarding 'the phenomena of

consciousness as functions of the material changes of organic sub-

stance, and eonverselj'.' That is, he believes that every sensation,

every perception, every act of will arises from material changes in

the relevant nerve-substances. But Ave know that 'whole groups

of impressions, which our brain has received through the sense-

organs, are stored up in it, as if resting, and below the margin of

consciousness, to be reproduced when occasion arises, in correct order

of space and time, and with such vi\ddness, that we may be deceived

into regarding as a present realit}' what has long ceased to be present.'

There must therefore remain in the nerve-substance a 'material

impact,' a modification of the molecular or atomic structure, which

enables it 'to ring out to-day the note that it gave forth yesterday

if only it be rightly struck.'

Hering attributes a similar power of memory and reproduction

to the germ-substance ; he believes that he is justified in making

the assumption that acquired characters can be inherited, although

he admits that it 'appears to him puzzling in the highest degree'

how characters which developed in the most diverse organs of the

mother-being can exert any influence on the germ. That he may
be able to assume this he points to the interconnexion of all organs

by means of the nervous system ; it is this that makes it possible

that 'the fate of one reverberates in the other, and that, when

excitement takes place at anj^ point, some echo of it, however dull,

penetrates to the remotest parts.' To the delicate-winged com-

munication by means of the nervous system, which unites all parts

among themselves, must be added the general communication by

means of the circulation of the fluids of the body. According to

Hering's view, the germ experiences, in some degree, in itself all that

befalls the rest of the organs and parts of the organism, and these

experiences stamp themselves more or less upon its substance, just as

sense-impressions or perceptions stamp themselves upon the nerve-

substance of the brain, and these experiences are reproduced during

the development of the germ, just as the brain brings memory-pictures

back to consciousness. He says, ' If something in the mother-organism

has so changed its nature, through long habit or exercise repeated

a thousand times, that the germ-cell resting in it is also penetrated

by it in however weakened a fashion, when the latter begins a new

Digitized by Microsoft®



110 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

existence, expands, and increases to a new being whose individual

parts are still itself and flesh of its flesh, it reproduces what it

experienced as part of a great whole. This is just as wonderful as

when an old man suddenly remembers his earliest childhood, but it

is not more wonderful than this.'

But I think it is more wonderful. There exist demonstrably in

the brain thousands upon thousands of nerve-elements, whose activity

is a definite and limited one, because each particular visual impression,

for instance, only excites to activity certain definite nerve-elements,

and can leave memory-pictures in these alone. According to my con-

ception of it, the germ-plasm is quite as complex in its composition,

and does not consist of homogeneous elements, but of innumerable

different kinds, which are not related to the parts of the complete

organism indiscriminately, but only to particular parts. But is it

allowable to assume that there are invisible nerve-connexions,

not only to every germ -cell, but also within the germ-plasm, to

every determinant, like the nerve-paths which lead from the eye

to the nerve-cells in the optic-area of the brain? For if it

were otherwise, how could we conceive of the modification of an

organ—as, for instance, the ear-muscles in Man—communicating

itself to the precise determinants of these muscles in the germ-
plasm ? I have often been met with the reproach that my conception

of the composition of the germ-plasm is much too complex—but the

complexity of Hering's suggestion seems to me to go a long way
beyond mine.

Hering's ideas, which are not only ingenious but very stimu-

lating, might be accepted as the first indication of an understanding

of the assumed inheritance of functional modifications, if it could be

proved that such inheritance is a fact ; but, as we have seen, that is

not the case. The assumption might be permitted, perhaps, if it

could be shown that certain groups of phenomena left no other pos-

sibility of explanation open except this assumption, but that also, as far

as I can see, is not the case. Of course, others hold a difierent opinion,

but chiefly because they have rejected without much reflection the

sole explanation which presents itself for numerous phenomena—

I

mean the processes which we are about to study under the name of
' germinal selection.' But, in any case, Hering's ideas seem to me very
valuable, because they make it apparent that, however much we know
of the organism, we only know it in a general way, and that numberless
delicate processes go on in it which leave no trace for our microscope,

and that we can only recognize the final results of numerous invisible

and often, in their subtlety, also unimaginable factors. This ought to
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be taken to heai-t, especially by all those who speak of simplicity in

reference to the germ-plasm. So much at least is certain : If there

were any inheritance of functional modifications, we should have

another proof that the germ-plasm is composed of determinants, for

without them there could be no possibility that the ' experiences ' of

an individual organ would be transmitted to the germ in the way that

the Lamarckian principle implies. Something, and that something

material, must be modified in the germ-plasm if the vigorous use of

a group of muscles, or of a gland, or of a nerve-cell, is to be com-

municated to the germ, and not to the whole germ-plasm, but only

to so much of it as is necessary to cause variation in the correspond-

ing group of cells in the child. It may perhaps be said that this still

does not necessitate the assumption of special determinants for these

cell-groups, and that one might, with Herbert Spencer, conceive of the

germ-plasm as consisting of homogeneous units which vary in the

development in accordance with the diverse regularly alternating

influences to which it is exposed from step to step, and that, therefore,

in each of these units of very complex structure only a single molecule,

or perhaps only a single atom, would need to varj' in order that, in

the course of development, the resulting cell-group should appear in

the rudiment in somewhat altered strength.

But I do not believe that a chemical molecule, still less an atom,

is sufficient for this, for reasons which I have already stated—yet we
need not go into this now, but rather deduce the consequences of this

admission. It foUows that the ' unit ' is made up of numerous ' mole-

cules ' or ' atoms,' of Which each, by dint of changes it has undergone,

causes particular parts of the body to vary in a definite manner;

in other words, we have here again a theory of determinants, only

they are on a much smaller scale, since each invisible little ^'ital

particle or ' unit ' contains all the determinants within itself, while in

my theory it is only the id, that is, the visible chromosome, which

includes the determinant complex. Such a theory would be far from

a simplification of mine, it would rather complicate it enormously,

and that without anything being gained. At most it would be made
more evident how inconceivably complex the nerve-paths must be

which lead from the part that has been modified by exercise to the

germ-plasm, and must also lead to all the innumerable ' molecules or

atoms ' of the individual ' units.' But even on my theory of the com-

position of the ids as aggregates of living determinants, such nervous

transmission of qualities would be a monstrosity which no one would

accept, and I think on this account that my argument as to the

impossibility of conceiving of the transmission of the modifications of
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the personal part to the germinal part retains its force, notwithstanding

Bering's interesting analogy.

If the transmission of functional modifications were an indisputable

fact, I repeat, we should have to give in, and then we might regard

the 'memory of organized material' as affording a hint of the pos-

sibility of the unimaginable process. But as long as the occurrence of

this transmission cannot be proved either directly or indirectly, such

a vague possibility of explanation need not induce us to assume

an unproved process.
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LECTURE XXV

GERMINAL SELECTION

On what does disappearance after disuse depend, if not on the Lamarokian principle?

—Panmixia—Romanes—Fluctuations in the determinant-system of the germ-plasm

due to unequal nutrition—Persistence of germinal variations in a definite direction

—

The disappearance of non-functioning parts—Preponderance of minus germinal varia-

tions—Law of the retrogression of useless parts—Variation in an upward direction

—

Artificial selection—Influence of the multiplicity of ids and of sexual reproduction

—

Personal selection depends on the removal of certain id-vai-iants—Range of influence

of germinal selection—Self-regulation of the germ-plasm, which is striving towards

stability—Ascending variation-tendencies may persist to excess—Origin of secondary

sexual characters—Significance of purely morphological characters—The markings of

butterflies.

Now that we have recognized that the assumption of a trans-

mission of functional modifications is not justifiable, let us discuss

some of the many phenomena to explain which many people believe

the Lamarckian principle to be indispensable, and let us inquire

whether we are in a position to give any other explanation of these.

How has it come about that the effects of use and disuse appear to be

inherited ? Can we find a sufiicient explanation in the principle of

selection, and in the natural selection of Darwin and Wallace ?

The answer to these two questions will be most quickly found

if we begin by seeking for an explanation of the disappearance of

a part when it ceases to be exercised.

That this cannot lie in the Lamarckian principle we have already

learnt from the fact that passively functioning parts, such as

superfluous wing-veins, also disappear, and that the loss of the wings

and degeneration of the ovaries has taken place in worker ants, which

can transmit nothing because they do not reproduce.

We might be inclined to regard this gradual disappearance and

ultimate elimination of a disused organ as a direct gain, on the

ground that the economy of material and space thus effected may be

of decided advantage to the individual animal and thereby also for the

maintenance of the species, and that those animals would have an

advantage in the struggle for existence in which the superfluous

organ was reduced to the smallest expression. But that would be

far from supplying us with a suflicient explanation of the phenome-

non; the individual variations in the size of an organ which is in

II. I
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pvocess ol' (li'm'iu'ratiiii;- are, o\'eu in oxtromo oases, far too sliji'ht to

have an}' soloctioi\-vahio, and I cannot call to niintl a single cast- in

which tho contraiy could be ass\nnod with any dooivc of prohahility.

What advantaiio can a newt or a crnstacenn living in darkness deri\e

from the fact that its eye is smaller and more degenerate by one

degree of variation than those of its co-partners in the struggle for

existence? Or, to use Herbert Spencer's striking illustration, how

could the balance between life and death, in the case of a colossus like

the Greenland whale, be turned one way or another by the tlitlereuce

of a few inches in tho length of the liind-leg, as compared with his

fellows, in whom the reduction of the hind-limb may not liaxe gone

(piite so far? Such a slight economy of material is as nothing

compared with the thousands of hundredweights the animal weighs.

As long as the limbs protrudt' beyond thi' surface of the trunk they

maj^ proN e an obstacle to rapid swinmiing, although that conld hardly

make much ditlerence, but as soon as the phyletic evolution had pro-

ceeded so far that they were reduced to the extent of sinlving beneath

the surface, they would no longer be a hindi-ance in swimming, and

their further reduction to their modern state of great degeneration

and absolute concealment within the flesh of the animal cannot be

referred even to negative selection.

Years ago I endeavoured to explain the degeneration of disused

parts in terms of a process which 1 called Panmixia. Natural selection

not only etiects adaptations, it also maintains the organ at the pitch

of perfection it has reached by a continual elimination of those

individuals in which the organ in question is less perfect. The longer

this conservatixe process of selection continties, the greater must be

the constancy of the organ produced by it, and deviations from the

perfect organ will be of less and less frecpuuit occurrenci- as time

goes on.

Ni)W if this conservati\e action of natural st^li'i'tion secures the

maintenance of the parts and organs of a siiecies at their maxinnmi
of perfection, it follows that these will /'uV/ hc/inf l/iii^ 'nut.ri'niitdi ((,s

tiO(ni ((« the t:c/cctioii cciwen to o/icrati: And it does cease as soon as an

organ ceases to be of use to its species, like the eye to the species of

crustacean which descends into the dark di']itlis of our lakes, or to the

abyssal zones of the oei'an, or into a subterranean caxc^-systeni. In

this case all selection of individuals cc^ases as far as the eye is

concertuMl ; it has no importaiict^ in deciding survival in the strni>gK>

for (existence, lii^causi^ no indlxidual is a,t a disa(l\antag(^ through its

inferior eyes, for instance, by being in any way hiiuK^-ed in i)rocnring

its food. Those with infei-ior organs of vision will, ifVcrAs' /tarlbti;^,
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produce as good offspring as those with better eyes, and the conse-

quence of this must be that there will be a general deterioration of

eyes, because the bad ones can be transmitted as well as the good,

and thus the selection of good eyes is made impossible.

The mixture thus arising may be compared to a fine wine to

which a litre of vinegar has been added ; the whole cask is ruined

because the vinegar mingles with every drop of the wine. As
deviations from the normal are always occurring in every part of

every species, and among them some that lessen the value of the

organ, rarely perhaps at first, but after a time in every generation,

a sinking of the organ from the highest point of possible perfection

becomes inevitable as soon as the organ becomes superfluous. The
functional uselessness of the organ must go on increasing the longer

it is disused, as will readily be admitted if it be remembered that

only the most perfect adaptation of all the separate parts of an organ

can maintain its functional capacity, that all the parts of an organ

are subject to variation, and that every deviation from the optimum
implies a further deterioration of the whole. An eye, for instance,

can no longer vary in the direction of 'better' if it has already

reached the highest possible point of perfection ; every fui'ther

variation must deteriorate it.

Romanes gave expression to this idea, that the cessation of

natural selection alone must cause the degeneration of a part, a decade

before I did, but neither he nor the scientific world of his time

attached great importance to it, and it was forgotten again. This

was intelligible enough, for, at that time, the validity of the

Lamarckian principle had not been called in question, and therefore the

need for some other principle to explain the disappearance of disused

parts had not begun to be felt.

I found myself in quite a different position. As my doubts

regarding the Lamarckian principle grew greater and greater, I was

obliged to seek for some other factor in modification, which should be

sufficient to effect the degeneration of a disused part, and for a time

I thought I had found this in panmixia, that is, in the mingling of

all together, well and less well equipped alike. This factor does

certainly operate, but the more I thought over it the clearer it

became to me that there must be some other factor at work as well,

for while panmixia might explain the deterioration of an organ, it

could not explain its decrease in size, its gradual wearing away, and

ultimate total disappearance. Yet this is the path followed, slowly

indeed, but quite surely, by all organs which have become useless.

If panmixia alone guided the deterioration of the organ, and it was

I a
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thus only chance variations which were inheritoil through panmixia

and gradually diffused over the whole species, how co\ild it come

about that all the variations were in the direction oi' smaller size?

Yet this is obviously the case. Wli}- should no variations in the

direction of larger size occur? And if this were so, why should

a useless organ not be maintained at its original size, if it be admitted

that an increase in size would be prevented by natural selection?

But this never occurs, and diminution in size is so absolutely the

rule that the idea of a ' vestigial or rudimentary ' organ suggests

a ' small organ ' almost more than an ' imperfect ' one.

There must then be something else at work which causes the

minus-variations in a disused organ to preponderate persistently and

permanently over the plus-variations, and this something can lie

nowhere else than where the roots of all hereditary ^•ariations are to

be found—in the germ-plasm. This train of thought leads us to the

discovery of a process which we must call selection between the

elements of the germ-plasm, or, as I have named it shortly, Germinul

Selection.

If the substance of the germ-plasm is—as we assumed—composed

of heterogeneous living particles, which have dissimilar roles in the

building up of the organism, there must of necessity be among them

a definite labile state of equilibrium, which cannot be disturbed

without modifying in some way the structure of the organism itself

which arises from the germ-plasm. But if our further view be

correct, that these individual and different living units of the germ-

plasm are 'determinants,' that is, are the primary constituents of

particular parts of the organism, in the sense that these parts could

not arise if their determinants were absent from the germ-plasm, and

that they would be different if the determinants were differently

composed, we can draw far-reaching deductions.

It is true that we cannot learn anytliliKj directly in regard to

the intimate structure of the germ-plasm, and even in regai'd to tlie

vital processes going on within it we can only guess a very little,

but so much we may say—that its li\'ing parts are nourished, and

that they multiply. But it follows from this that nourishment in

a dissolved state umst penetiate between its vital particles, and tliat

whether the determinants grow, and at \\'hat rate they do so, depends

mainly on the amount of nourishment which reaches them. As long

as the germ-cells multiply by division the determinants have no other

function but to grow ; a part of their substance undergties oxidation

and thereby yields the supply of energy necessary to assimilation,

that is, to the formation of new living substance.

Digitized by Microsoft®



GERMINAL SELECTION 117

If each kind of determinant always secured the same quantity

of nourishment, all would grow in the same degree, that is, in exact

proportion to their power of assimilation. But we know that in

less minute conditions which we can observe more directly, there

is nowhere absolute equality, that all vital processes are subject to

fluctuations ; any little obstacles in the current of the nutritive fluid,

or in its composition, may cause poorer nutrition of one part, better

of another. We may therefore assume that there are similar

irregularities and differences in the minute and unobservable

conditions of the germ-plasm likewise, and the result must be

a slight shifting of the position of equilibrium as regards size and

strength in the determinant system ; for the less well-nourished

determinants will grow more slowly, will fail to attain to the size and

strength of their neighbours, and will multiply more slowly.

But the vigour of growth does not depend only on the influence

of nourishment ; one cell grows quickly, another slowly in the same

nutritive fluid ; it depends in great part on the cell's power of

assimilation. In the same way the assimilating power of the

determinants and their affinity for nourishment will vary with

their constitution, and a weaker determinant will remain smaller

than a stronger one, even when the stream of nourishment is the

same.

It seems to me that it is upon the unequal nutrition of the

determinants conditioned by the chances of the food-supply that

individual hereditary variability ultimately depends. If, for instance,,

the determinant A receives poorer nourishment at a particular time

than the determinant B, it will grow more slowly, remain weaker, and

then, when the germ-cells develop into an animal, the part to which

it gives rise will be weaker than it usually is in other individuals.

These primary inequalities in the equipment of the determinants

which are caused by a passing inequality in the food-stream are,

of course, so slight that we are unable to observe their consequences.

They must persist for a considerable time before they become

observable, but they may persist for a long time, and their effect

must then mount up, because every diminution in the strength of

the determinant also signifies a lessened power of assimilation, and

growth becomes slower for the twofold reason that passive and

active nutrition decrease at the same time. In the less minute

conditions observable in the histological elements of the body we

know that function strengthens the organ, and that disuse weakens

it, and we are justified in applying this proposition also to these

more intimate conditions and minuter vital units. Thus, in the
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eour.so of tlu'. iimltipliciitiou oi' tlio n'l-nii-cclls, Iho less vigoroUHly

working (letenniimnt, A, will griuhitilly, liut \vvy slowly, Ih'i'oiiic

weaker, that is, of diiuinishod power of ussiniilation, presupposing

of eouT'si' that the intra-gerniinal food-stream does not become

sti'ongt'r again at tlu' same plaec— a possiliility to whieh I shall

suliseqnently refer. Bnt while one determinant may he slowly

beeoming weaker, its neighbour, on the other hand, may bo varying

on an aseending seale, just lu'eaiise the former is, on ncixnnd. of its

dinunished pow(!r ol' as.similation, no longer able to exhausts

completely tlu^ food-stream which flows to it.

The deti'rminants are thus in constant motion, lu'iv aseen<ling,

there deseentling, and it is in these tluctxiations of the ('([uilibrium

of the determinant-system that I see the roots of all heri'ditary varia-

tion, while in the fact that the variation-dii-eetions of jiart-icular

determinants nnist continue the same without limit as long as they

meet with no obstacle lies the possibility of the adaptation of tlu^

organism to changing conditions, the ino'ease and transformation

of one part, the (h'generation and disappearance of another, in short,

tln' processes of natural iselection. Tlie reason why such variation

mo\ements must continue until they nu'et some resistanci^ is that

every chanct' upward or downwanl movement—due, that is, to mer(^

passive fluctuation in the food-supply, at the same time strcuigthens

or weakens the deternnnant, and makes it either more or less capable

of attracting nourishment to itself; in the former case an increasingly

strong stream of food will be directed towards it, in the latter moi'e

and more of the available food-supply will be withdrawn from it

by its neighbour-dc^terininants on all .sides; in the former Uw.

determinant will go on increasing in strength as long as it can go

on attracting more nourishment, in the latter it will continue to

become weaker until it disapjiears altogether. To tlu^ ascending

progression, as is evident-, then^ are lindts set, not oidy by tlu^

amount of food which can cii-cidat-e through the whole id, but also

by the neighbour determinants, which will sooner oi' latt-r resist

the withdrawal of nourishment fi'om them; bnt for the descA'ndiruf

progi-ession there are no lindts except total disappearance, and this

is actually I'eached in all cases in which the determinants are r(^late(i

to a part which has beconu; useless. But both these moveUKnits,

tlu^ upward and tlu^ downwai-d alike, are (juite ind(^])en(lent of natural

selection, i.e. of personal selection; they are ])roeesses of a nnicpie kind

which run their course j)urely in accordance with int-ra-gerndnal laws.

Wheth(!i' a detei-minant ' ascends ' or ' descends ' depc^nds isolely ni)()ii

the play of forces within the germ-plasm, not ujwn whether the
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direction of the variation in question is useful or prejudicial, or

on whether the organ in question, the determinate, is of value or

otherwise. In this fact lies the great importance of this play of

forces within the germ-plasm, that it gives rise to variations quite

independently of the relations of the organism to the external world.

In many cases, of course, personal selection intervenes, but even then

it cannot directly effect the rising or falling of the indivlducd

determinants—these are processes quite outside of its influence—but

it can, by eliminating the bearers of unfavourably varying

determinants, set a limit to further advance in such directions.

This we shall consider in more detail later on. Personal selection

operates by removing unfavourably varying individuals from the

genealogical tree of the species, but at the same time the determinants

which are varying unfavourably are also removed, and their variation

is thus put a stop to for all time. >

I have called these processes which are ceaselessly going on

within the germ-plasm, Germinal Selection, because they are

analogous to those processes of selection which we already know
in connexion with the larger vital units, cells, cell-groups and

persons. If the germ-plasm be a system of determinants, then

the same laws of struggle for existence in regard to food and

multiplication must hold sway among its parts which hold sway
between all systems of vital units—among the biophors which form

the protoplasm of the cell-body, among the cells of a tissue, among
the tissues of an organ, among the organs themselves, as well as

among the individuals of a species and between species which compete

with one another.

If this be the case, we have here ready to hand the explanation of

every heritable variation of a part, ascending and descending alike.

Let us consider for a little the latter category—that is, the disappear-

ance of functionless or uaelests organs. It is clear that, from the

moment in the life of a species that an organ, iV^ becomes useless,

natural selection withdraws her hand from it ; individuals with better

or worse organs N are now equally capable of life and struggle, the

state of panmixia is entered upon, and the organ N of necessity falls

somewhat below its previously attained degree of perfection.

That this must be so will be admitted when it is remembered that

each organ of a species is only maintained at its highest level because

personal selection keeps ceaseless watch over it, and sets aside all the

less favourable variations by eliminating the individuals which

exhibit them. But this is no lono-er the case with a useless orP:an.

When a weaker variant of a disused organ arises through the intra-
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yonniual ttuduatiiMi.s of imtrition. this is tnuismitteil to tho

dosccTulants just as woll as tho normally dovolopt-d or^an, and in

the course ot" o-enerations will be inherited hy a greater and greater

mnuher of individuals, and must ultimately be inherited by nil in

some degree or other. The object ion has been urged from many

sides that variations upwards would be tjuite as likely (o arise as

those downwards, but this is an i>rror. Even if, at the lu'ginning.

the minus-variations were rarer than the plus- variations, in Ihe

eourse of geneT'abions the minus ones would preponderate because

ascending xariatious of disused organs are not inditt'erent for I lie

organism but injurious to it. Perliaps an increase in the size ol' tlu>

organ itself would do no harm, but in that ol" its determinant

it certainly would, because an ascending determinant rei|uires more

nourishment than pre\io\isly, and withdraws it from its surroundings,

and thus from the determinants ii\ its in\mediate neiglibourhood ;

but these are tluise of functioning and indispensable parts. Individuals

in whose germ-plasm tlie determinants of disused organs ase(>iid, and

thereby depress the determinants of organs which twv still acti\(\

are subject to personal selection, and are eiimiuatt'd. There thus

ren\ain only those with descending determinants; in other words,

the chance of variants in the direction of weaknt'ss in useless deter-

minants far outweiglis that of variants in the dii'ei'tion of inci-eased

strength : the latter will soon cease to occur at all, for as soon

as a determinant has fallen a little .Ih'Iow its nortnal level, it linds

itsc'lf upon an inclined pljuie, along which it glides very slowly

Imt steadily downwards. This might be disputed if it could be

maintained that, at e\cry stage of the descent, a. change of dii'ection was

possible. But this probably takes plac(> rarely and only in the case

of individual ids, and will therefoi-e not be permanent because

iu giMieral the stronger neighbour determinants will possess them-

selves of the supertluous nourishment, and a lasting asci-nt will thus

be impossible to the wi'akened determinant. This is precisely wliat

I have called (iern\inal Selection. The deti'rminant whose assimilat-

ing ])ower is weaki'ued by ever so little is continually lu'ing robbed

b}' its neighbours of a part of tlu' noui'ishnient- which Hows towards

it, and uuist consecpiently become fui'tliei' weakened. As no mori-

help will be given to it by natural selection, .since the organ is no

longer of any \alue to the species, the belter among the weakened

determinants of N ai'e u(^ver seU>ct'iHl out, and they must, gradually gi\'(^

way iu the struggi(^ with the neighbouring (lelerniiuanls which ai'i^

necessary to tho species, boconnng gra,(hially wea,ki>i' and ultimately

disappoai'ing.
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This process can, of course, no more be proved iiiatlieinatically

than any other biological processes. No one who is unwilling to

accept germinal selection can be compelled to do so, as he might be to

accept the Pythagorean propositions. It is not built up from beneath

upon axioms, but is an attempt at an explanation of a fact established

bj" observation—^the disappearance of disused parts. But when once

the inheritance of functional modifications has been demonstrated

to be a fallacy, and when it has been shown that, e\en with the

assumption of such inheritance, the disappearance of parts which are

only 23asslvely useful, and of any parts whatever in sterile animal forms,

remains unexplained, he who rejects germinal selection must renounce

all attempt at explanation. It is the same as in the case of personal

selection. No one can demonstrate mathematically that any variation

possesses selection value, but whoever rejects personal selection gives

up hope of explaining adaptations, for these cannot be referred to

purely internal forces of development.

The total disappearance of a part which has become useless takes

place with exceeding slowness ; the whales, which have existed as such

since the beginning of the tertiary period, have even now not

completely lost their hind-limbs, but carry them about with them
as rudiments in the muscular mass of the trunk, and the birds, which
are even older, still show in their embryonic primordia the five fingers

of their reptilian forefathers, although even their bird-ancestors of the

Jurassic period, if we may argue from Archcvopteryj;, had only three

fingers like our modern birds. A long series of similar examples

might be given, and modern embryology in particular has contributed

much that, like this example of birds' fingers, points to a certain

orderliness in the disappearance of the individual parts of an organ

which has become superfluous. Parts which, in the complete animal,,

have disappeared without leaving a trace, appear again in each

embryonic primordium, and disappear in the course of the ontogeny.

Speaking metaphorically, we might express this on the basis of the

determinant theory, by saying that the determinants, as they become

weaker, can only control an increasingly short period of the whole

ontogeny of the organ, so that ultimately nothing more than

its first beginning comes into existence. But this is only a

metaphor; we cannot tell what really happens as long as we are

ignorant of the physiological role of the determinants, and even of

the laws governing the degeneration of a useless organ. In respect

of the latter, much might still be achieved if comparative anatomy

and embryology were studied with this definite end in view, and

perhaps we should e^•en be able to draw more definite conclusions
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in regard to the composition and activity of the determinants in

the germ.

In the meantime we must be content with the knowledge that,

on the determinant hypothesis, the disappearance of organs which have

become useless may be regarded as a process of intra-selection going

on between the ' primary constituents ' (Anlagen) of the germ, and

depending on the same principle of the ' struggle of parts ' which

William Roux introduced into science with such brilliant results.

If a struggle for food and space actually takes place, then every

passive weakening must lead to a permanent condition of weakness

and a lasting and irretrievable diminution in the size and strength

of the primary constituent concerned, unless personal selection

intervenes, and choosing out the strongest among these weakened

primary constituents, raises them again to their former level. But

this never happens when the organ has become useless.

This explains why not only parts with active function, like limbs,

muscles, tendons, nerves, and glands, disappear when they cease to

function, but also passive parts like the colouring of the external

surfaces of animals, the lifeless skeletal parts of Arthropods and the

exact adaptation of their thickness to the dwindling function, the

disappearance of superfluous wing-veins, and of the hard chitinous

covering of the abdomen when it is concealed in a protecting house,

as in the case of hermit-crabs, Phryganidse, and Psychida?. Here too

we find a sufficient explanation of the fact that parts which have

become functionless, such as the wings of ants, can disappear even in

the case of sterile workers.

The principle of germinal selection, however, can only be under-

stood in its full significance if we take the positive aspect also into

consideration. We had reached the conclusion that because of the

fluctuations of the food-supply one set of the homologous determinants

represented in the various ids may vary in a minus direction, and

another set in a plus direction, and that this direction will be adhered

to as long as no intra-germinal obstacles come in the way. As long

as this does not happen the determinant concerned will pursue the

path of variation it has once struck out, and indeed the tendency

will be strengthened, because every passive variation, upwards or

downwards, results in a strengthening or weakening of the deter-

minant's power of assimilation.

Let us take a case of positive variation of the determinants of an
organ N, which would be more useful to the species if it were more
highly developed than it had previously been. The variation in an
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upward direction is at first purely passive, having arisen from

fluctuations in the food-supply, but it soon becomes active, since

the determinants that have become stronger will have a stronger

affinity for food and will attract more and more of the available

supply. The increased food-stream is thus maintained, and its gradual

result is such a strengthening of the determinants in the course

of generations of germ-cells, that the parts controlled by these

determinants—the determinates—must enter on a path of plus-

variations. If to this there be added personal selection, either natural

or artificial, any fluctuations of this primary constituent towards the

minus side will be effectually prevented, the direction of variation

will remain positive, and the continued intervention of personal selection

may raise its development to its possible maximum, that is, so far

that further development in the same direction would not make
for greater fitness, and personal selection must call a halt. This will

always happen as soon as further increase of the organ would be

prejudicial to the living power of the whole, and when the harmony

of the bodily parts would thereby be permanently disturbed.

That variation in an upward direction really can persist for

a long time is shown by artificial selection as practised by Man in

regard to his domesticated animals and cultivated plants. At first

general variability, or at least variability in many directions, sets in

as a result of the greatly altered conditions of life
;
the ordinary

fluctuations of the determinants are intensified by the greater fluctua-

tions in the nutritive stream, and it becomes possible for Man
consciously or unconsciously to select for breeding whatever he

prefers among the chance variations that arise in individual parts

or in whole complexes of parts, and he may thus give rise to

a long-continued, often apparently unlimited, augmentation of varia-

tions in the same direction, although he cannot exercise any direct

influence upon the germ-plasm or its determinants. When a deter-

minant has assumed a certain variation-direction it will follow it

up of itself, and selection can do nothing more than secure it a free

course by setting aside variations in other directions by means of

the elimination of those that exhibit them.

That artificial selection can cause the increase of a part has long

been established, but in what way this is possible, and how it can

be theoretically explained has hitherto been very obscure, for even

if we take the favourable case that both parents possess the desired

variation, it cannot be supposed that the characters of the parents are,

so to speak, added together in the child; all we can say is that

the probability that the children will also exhibit the character in
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question—for instance, a long or crooked nose—becomes greater.

Certainly an increase of the character may result if in both parents

the determinants K are present in excess as compared with the hetero-

dynamous determinants K' and K", for in that case there is an

increased probability that, through reducing divisions and amphimixis,

there will again be a preponderance of the determinants K composing

the germ-plasm of the child, and further, that these determinants K
will dominate strongly as compared with the few ^^"8. It may thus

happen that the long nose of the two parents will give rise to a still

longer nose in the child, or that parents of considerable bodily size

may have still bigger children, but such increase would be confined to

one generation, and would not lead to a permanent increase of the

character
;
permanent increase cannot depend merely on the number

of the determinants K and on their supremacy over their converse,

the determinants K' ; it must also depend on their own variation,

and this again can depend only on germinal selection and not upon

personal selection, although the former can be materially assisted by

the latter.

That inheritance from both parents is only a secondary con-

sideration in regard to the increase of a part by artificial selection

is made evident by the fact that 'many secondary sexual characters

have been modified, altliough the breeder selected only in regard to

one parent. Nevertheless in this very domain the greatest results

have been achieved ; witness the Japanese breed of cocks with tail-

feathers six feet long. This astonishing result has been reached by
the strictest selection of the cocks in which the feathers were a little

longer than those of other cocks, and the increase in the length of

feathers depended—according to our theory—simply on the fact that,

by the selection of the determinants which were already varying in

the direction of increased length, this process of increase was guarded

from interruption by chance unfavourable conditions of nutrition.

The continuance of \ariation in the upward direction in which it had
already started is not effected directly by personal selection, but is so

indirectly, for without this constant fresh intervention of selection

the increase would be apt to come to a standstill, or the variation

might even take a contrary' direction. There are two other factors

operative to which we have not yet given sufficient attention. They
are, the multiplicity of tJie ids in ever^- germ-plasm, and sexual repro-

duction.

If—-as we must assume—each germ-plasm is made up of several

or many ids, there must be several or many determinants of each part

of the organism, for each id contains potentially the whole organism,
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though with some individuality of expression. The cliild is thus not

determined by the determinants of a single id, but by those of many
ids, and the variations of any part of the body do not depend on the

variations of a single determinant X, but on the co-operation of all

the determinants X wliich are contained in the collective ids of the

relevant germ-plasm. Thus it is only when a majority of the

determinants have varied upwards or downwards that they dominate

collectively the development of the part ^Y' and cause it to be larger

or smaller.

We have assumed passive fluctuations in nutrition to be the first

cause in individual variation, and it is obvious that the action of this

first cause of dissimilarity must be greatly i-estricted by the multi-

plicity of the ids and the corresponding homologous determinants.

For although passive fluctuations in nutrition should occur continually

in the case of all determinants, this would not imply that they

would follow the same direction in all the determinants X of all

ids, for some determinants X might vary upwards, and others

downwards, and these might counteract each other in ontogeny ; so

that in many cases the fluctuations of the individual determinants

will not be felt in their products at all. But since there are—as we
shall see later—only two directions of variation, upwards and

downwards, plus and minus, it must also sometimes happen that

a majority take one direction, and this artbrds the basis on which

germinal selection can build further, and on which it is materially

supported by reducing division and the subseipent amphimixis.

For reducing division removes half of the ids and thus of

the determinants from the mature germ-cell, and according as chance

leaves together or separates a majority of A'-deterndnants varying

in the same direction, this particular genn-cell will contain the

primary constituents of a plus- or of a minus-variation of X, and it

is possible that the presence of a majority or a minority may be

entirely due to the reduction. The germ-plasm of the parent may
contain, for instance, the determinant X in its twenty ids i a times

in minus-variation form, 8 times in plus-variation form; and the

reducing division, according to our view, may separate these into two

gi-oups of which one contains eight plus- and two minus-variations,

the other ten minus-variations, or the one six plus- and four minus-

variations, the other two plus- and eight minus-variations, and so on.

Now every germ-cell which contains a majority of plus- or minus-

variations—and this must be the case with most of them—may unite,

if it attains to amphimixis, with a germ-cell which also contains

a majority of plus or minus X-determinants, and if similar majorities
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let us say plus— niei't t(ii;othoi-, the plus-variatii)n of A' must hv all tho

moiv sharply emphasized in the child.

Thus, although the individual deteruiinants A' may not he incitinl

to i'ui'ther \ ai'iation by their co-operation with others \aryiu<;- in the

same direction, the collective ettect ol' tlu' plus-determinants will he

<;reater, and adherence to the same direction of variation in the

following oeneratiou will he assured, for if in the nerm-plasni of the

parent there he, for instance, sixtet'u out of twenty determinants

possessing the plus-variation, a minus-majority can no longer result

from reducing division.

it is upon this that the operation of natural selection, that is,

personal selection, nuist depeud^that the gern\-plasms in which tlu-

favourable variation-direetion is in tlie majority are selected for

breeding, for it is this and nothing else that natural selection does

when it selects the individuals which possess the prt'ferred variations.

The ascending process is thus considerably advanced, because the

opposing determinants are niore and more eliminated tVom the germ-

plasm, till the preferred variations of A' are left, and among these, as

ascent in the direction begun continues, the opposing \ariations are

again set aside by germinal selection, and so on. Ivedncing di\ isions

and amphimixis are thus powerful factors in furthering the trans-

formations of the forms of life, although they are not the ultimate

causes of these.

Now that we have nuxde oursehes familiar with tlu- idea of

germinal selection wc shall attempt to gain clearness as to what it can

do, and 1k)w far tho sphere of its intinence extends, and, in particular,

whether it can etlect lasting transformations of species without the

co-operation oi ]iersonal selection, and what kind of variations we may
ascribe to it alone.

First, I must return foi- a moment to the question we ha\e

already briefly discussed—whether the variation of a determinant

upwards or downwards must so continue without limit. Wo might

be inclined to think that the great eonstaney which many speeies

exhibit was a plain contradiction of this, for if e\ery minute variation

of a determinant necessarily persisted witho\it limit in the same
direction, we should eK]H'ct to find all tlu^ parts of the organism in

a state of continual unrest, some \arying upwards, some downwards,

always ready to break the tyjie of the species. Must there not be

some internal self-regulation of the germ-plasm which makes it

impossible that every xariation which crops up can persist unlimit-

edly ? Must ihvw. not be some kind of automatic control on the part

of the germ-plasm, which is always stri\ ing to re-establish the state
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of oquili\u-ium that ha.s oiuv Invn attnined liy thoilotorminant system

\vhono\ or it is disturWd ?

It is ditttoiilt to orivo any oontidtMit answor to this question. Wo
cannot ivaeh i'loan>ossoi\ this point thnwgh o\ir pivsont knowUHloc of

tho >;vvni-plasin, Ivoauso wo possess no insij^lit into its stniotnre ; wo
can only draw eonchisions as to tlio ]irooossos in tlio o;cvm-pla.sni from

the oKsorxod phonomona of \ariation and inhoi-itrtiu-o. But two facts

stAnd in diroot antithesis to one anotliov, fii-st. the l\ii;li powor of

adapt<\tion ^xissossoii hy all spot'ios. and tho nndonhtod occurronco of

nnivstriotod poi-sistonoo in a pfivon direction of variation, as soon in

art.itioial selection, and in the dissippoaranco of parts which haxe

coasod to function ; and, secondly, tho oreat const.-nicy of oUi-estab-

lishtnl species -wlnoh do indeed always exhibit a certain doo-roe of

individ\ia.l variability, but without showing- marked deviations as

a frequent oixninvnoe or in aJl possible diivctions. as they certainly

would if every detentiinaivt favouivd by a chance increase in the

nutritive snvant necessarily and irresistibly wont on varying- further

in the s;une diivetion. C^r cai\ the ivnstanoy of such species be main-

t.ainei.1 solely by means of personal selection, which is continually

settino; aside {\11 the detorntinaiits which rise alxne the selection-value

hy eJiminatinjj their possessors ? 1 was for lonjj satisfied that this

wa.s the true solution of the ditfic\ilty. and even now I do not dinibt

that jxu-sonal seUM?tion does, in |x>iut of fact, maintain the constancy of

the species at a ivrtaitt level, Init I do not Mieve that this is snthcient,

bin rather that it is mvess;ny to rect^gni/.e an equalizing inriuence

due to ijerminal selection, and to attribute to this a share in maintain-

ine- the Ciinstancy of a species which has lono; been \vell adapted.

I am lixi to tl\is assumption chiefly by the phenomena of n ariation in

Man. for we tind in hi»n a tluitisjvnd kinds of minute herinlitary

individual vaiiations. of which not one is likely to att^\in to selection

value. t~)f ct>ui-se the const.ant recurrei\ce of riHlucin<x divisioi\s

pivvents any pxrtieular id which contains a varying determinant fivni

\h ine- inherittxi throusjh inauy gcMiettxtions : for so many ids are being

Cv>ntiintal]y nMuovini fixnn the g«.>noalogical trt^ by the constant

n^jeetion of the half of jUI ids of every germ-plasni. that only a snuill

]Virt of the ancestral id tvnuvins in the grandchild, great-grandchild,

and so iw. Certainly some of the ids of the ancestors compose the

g\M-m-plasn\ of the descendants, aud if all the determinants of one

of these ids had begun to vary jx>i-sistent ly upw.aixls or downwaixis in an

anct\stor, tlveivall the determinants of the ivlative id in the descendants

would possess the variation in an intettsitieil degree ; and however

slowlv the N ariation advaitivd it would attain selection-value in some
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one or other of the descendants, and would thus break the previously

stable type of the most perfectly adapted species. The descendant in

question would then succumb in the struggle for existence. But as

the number of the determinants in the germ-plasm is probably much

o-reater than that of the descendants of one generation, every descendant

would in the course of time deviate unfavourably in some one character

from the type of the species, and then either all the descendants would be

eliminated or the type would become unstable. But neither of these

things happens, and there are undoubtedly species which remain

constant for long periods of time, therefore the assumption must be

false and every variation of a determinant does not of necessity

SO on in the same direction without limit.

I therefore suppose that although slight variations are ceaselessly

taking place upwards or downwards in all determinants, even in

constant species, the majority of these turn again in the other direction

before they have attained to any important degree of increase, at

least in the germ-plasm of all species which have had a definitely

established equilibrium for thousands of generations. In such a germ-

plasm, or to speak more precisely, in the id of such a germ-plasm,

marked fluctuations in the nutritive stream will not be likely to

occur as long as the external conditions are unchanged, but slight

fluctuations, which will not be wanting even here, may often alternate

and turn in an opposite direction, and thus the upward movement of

a determinant may be transformed into a downward one. Every

determinant is surrounded by several others, and we can imagine that

the regular nutritive stream which we have assumed may be partially

dammed up by a slight enlargement of the determinant, and that this

will drive the surplus back again. But however we may picture

these conditions, which are for all time outside of the sphere of obser-

vation, the assumption of a self-regulation of the germ-plasm, up to

a certain degree, cannot be regarded as inconceivable or unphysio-

logical.

But there are limits to this self-regulation ; as soon as the

increase or decrease of a determinant attains a certain degree, as soon

as it has got beyond the first slight deviation, it overcomes all

obstacles, and goes on increasing in the direction in which it has

started. This must happen even in the case of old and constant

species, and frequently enough to admit of an apparent capacity for

adaptation in all directions. Every part of a species can vary beyond
the usual individual fluctuations, and as this is possible only by means
of intra-germinal processes, we must assume that even in the case of

germ-plasms which have long remained in a state of stable equili-
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brium. there may occasionally be marked fluctuations in the nutritive

stream, and thus more than usually pronounced variations of the deter-

minants affected by it will occur. These yield the material for new
adaptations if they are in the direction of fitness, or they are eliminated

either by the chances of reducing division or by personal selection if

new adaptations are not required.

The old-established hereditary equilibrium of the germ-plasm

must be most easily disturbed when the species is in some way
brought into new conditions of existence, as, for instance, when plants

or animals are domesticated, and when in consequence, as we have

already assumed, the nutritive currents within the id gradually alter,

quantitatively and qualitatively; and on this account alone certain

kinds of determinants are favoured, while others are at a disadvantage.

In this way there arises the intensified general variability of domes-

ticated animals and cultivated plants which has been known since the

time of Darwin. Something analogous to this must occur in natural

conditions, though more slowly, when a species is subjected to a

change of climatic conditions, but we shall discuss this later on in

more detail.

We have thus arrived at the idea that the slight variations of the

determinants may be counteracted whether they be directed upwards

or downwards, and that in the case of so-called constant species

they do frequently equalize themselves ; but that more marked

variations, produced by more pronounced nutritive fluctuations, may
in a sense go on without limit, and then can only be restricted

and controlled by personal selection, that is, by the removal of the

ids concerned from the genealogical lineage of the species.

In one direction variation can be proved to go on vsdthout limit,

and that is downwards, as is proved by the fact of the disappear-

ance of disused organs, for here we have a variation-direction, which

has been followed to its utmost limit, and which is completely inde-

pendent of personal selection ; it proceeds quite uninterfered with, by

personal selection, and is left entirely to itself. It is a significant fact

that the disappearance of the individual parts of a larger organ, ac-

cording to all the data that are as yet available, proceeds at a very

unequal rate, so that it evidently depends to a great extent on chance

whether a disused part begins to degenerate sooner or later. Thus in

one of the Crustaceans living in the darkness of the caves of North

America the optic lobes and optic nerves have disappeared, while the

retina of the eye, the lens, and the pigment have been retained, and

in others the reverse has taken place, and the nerve-centres have per-

sisted while the parts of the eye have been lost (Packard). Variations

II. K
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of the relevant determinants towards the minus direction may thus

occur, sometimes sooner, sometimes later ; but when once they have

started they proceed irresistibly, though with exceeding slowness.

But variation in an upward direction also, when it has once been

set a-going, may in many cases go on unchecked until limits are set to

it by personal selection, when the excess of the organ would disturb

the harmony of the parts, or in any other way lessen the individual's

chances of survival in the struggle for existence. This is proved

especially by the phenomena of artificial selection, for almost all the

parts of fowls and pigeons have been caused to vary to excess by

breeding, and must thus have been, so to speak, capable of unlimited

increase ; and yet, as we have seen, personal selection cannot directly

cause progress in any direction of variation ; it can only secure a free

course by excluding from breeding the bearers of variations with an

opposite tendency. The beards of hens, the tail-feathers of the long-

tailed domestic cocks, the long and short, straight and curved bills of

pigeons, the enormously long rufiled feathers of the Jacobin, the mul-

tiplication of the tail-feathers in the fan-tail, and innumerable other

breed-characters of these playthings of the breeder, prove that when
variation-tendencies of any part are once present, that is, when
they have arisen through germinal selection, they apparently go on

unchecked until their further development would permanently and

irretrievably destroy the harmony of the parts. As soon as this is

threatened the breed loses its power of survival, and Darwin in his

time cited the case of many extremely short-billed breeds of pigeon,

which require the aid of the breeder before they can emerge from the

hard-shelled egg, because their short and soft bills no longer allow

them to break their way out. Here the correlation between the

hardness of the egg-shell and that of the pigeon's bill has been

disturbed, and the breed can now only be kept in existence by
artificial aid.

There must be a possibility of something similar occurring in

natural conditions, and when it does the species concerned must die

out. But in the majority of cases the self-regulation which is afforded

by personal selection will be enough to force back an organ which is

in the act of increasing out of due proportion to within its proper

limits. The bearers of such excessively increased determinants

succumb in the struggle for existence, and the determinants are

thus removed from the genealogical lineage of the species.

Having now established the fact that determinants can continue

their direction of variation without limit because of internal, that is

intra-germinal, reasons, we have come nearer an understanding of
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many secondary sexual characters, whose resemblance to the excessive

developments artificially produced in our domestic poultry is so very

striking. Here, too, we shall have to regard germinal selection as the

root of the variations of plumage and other distinguishing characters,

which have evolved by intra-germinal augmentation into the magnifi-

cently coloured crests, tufts, and collars, into the long or graduated,

multiplied or erectile tail-feathers of the birds of Paradise, pheasants,

and humming-birds. The conception of sexual selection formu-

lated by Darwin will be so far modified, that we are no longer

compelled to regard every minute step in this cumulative process as

due to the selection of the males by the females. A preference of the

finest males may still take place, and is probably general, since only

thus could the distinguishing male characters become common pro-

perty, that is, be transmitted to all or the majority of the ids

of the germ-plasm, but the increase of the individual determinants

which are in the act of varying goes on in each individual id, quite

independently of this personal selection.

As it is not a single id with its determinant a in ascending varia-

tion that controls the organ A, but as it always requires a majority of

the ids a, this must be secured here by personal selection just as it is

in ordinary natural selection. If the handsomest males are the suc-

cessful competitors, then a majority of the transformed ids a' will

be transmitted to a number of their descendants, and the oftener this

happens the larger will the majority be, and the less becomes the

danger that it will be dispersed again by reducing division and amphi-

mixis. Personal selection is thus in no way rendered superfluous by

germinal selection, only it does not produce the augmentation of the

distinguishing characters, but is chiefly instrumental in fixing them in

the germ-plasm ; it collects, so to speak, only the favourably varying

ids, and, where complex variations depending on the proper variation

of many ids are concerned, it combines these. How very great the

influence of personal selection may be in this case of secondary sexual

characters we see clearly from the soberly coloured mates of the

brilliant males, for here natural selection has been operative in

conserving the coloration inherited from remote ancestry.

But if the question be asked, how the first onajority of deter-

minants varying in the same direction is brought about, there are two

possibilities : first, by chance, and secondly, by influences which cause

particular determinants of all the ids to vary in almost exactly the

same manner. We shall find illustrations of the latter among climatic

varieties ; but the cases of the first kind are the more important, for they

form the foundation and the starting-point for processes of selection

K 3
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of a higher order, for personal selection. It might seem perplexing

that processes of such importance should depend ultimately upon

chance ; but when we remember that there are only two directions of

variation, namely a plus direction or a minus direction, we recognize

that the chance of a majority in one direction or another is much
greater than that of absolute equilibrium between the two, and there

is therefore a very strong probability that in many individuals of the

species either the upward or the downward movement of a determinant

A will preponderate.

Now as such variation movements, when they are of a certain

strength, increase automatically, we can easily see that they must

gradually attain to a level at which they acquire selection value, and

how then, by personal selection, the ids with favourably varying

determinants may be collected together.

Of course it is not possible to state positively the time at which

in individual cases a variation acquires a biological significance, that

is, selection value. We can only say in a general way that, as soon as it

attains this, personal selection either in a positive or a negative sense

mu&t intervene ; an injurious variation tends to the elimination of its

possessor, a useful one increases the probability of its survival.

There must, however, be for every variation a stage of develop-

ment in which it has as yet no decisive biological importance, and this

stage need not by any means be so insignificant that we cannot see it,

or can hardly do so : in other words, there are characters which have
arisen through germinal selection, which are of purely ' morphological

importance.'

It has often been disputed whether there can be any such thing

as 'purely morphological characters,' which are indifferent as far as

the existence of the species is concerned. This question used to be an
important one, because the sphere of operation, and therefore the

importance of the Darwin-Wallace selection—personal selection

—

depends on the answer, since this mode of selection only begins when
a character has some biological importance. But as soon as we take
germinal selection into consideration the question loses its importance,

because we now know that every variation is indifferent to begin with,

but every one can, under favourable circumstances, be increased to such
a pitch that it attains biological importance, and that personal selection

then takes over the task of carrying it on, either in a positive or

a negative sense. We may therefore leave this disputed point alone
just now, for while germinal selection seems still far from being
generally recognized, we have to remember that we are not at all in

a position to judge with any certainty as to the biological value
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of a character. What labour and painstaking investigation it has
cost to give a verdict as to this even in a few instances! Innumerable
characters appear indifferent, and are nevertheless adaptations. Darwin
in his day pointed out the need for caution in this matter, referring to

the case of animal coloration as an example ; very little attention had
been directed to it for a long time because it had been believed to be

without significance. And how many diverse kinds of characters

among animals and plants, which had likewise been regarded as

'purely morphological,' have on more careful investigation shown
themselves of very great biological importance. I need only refer to

the shape, position, hair-arrangement, colour, and lustre of flowers,

and their relation to cross-fertilization by means of insects, or to the

thickness and shape of the leaves of tropical trees with their coating

of wax and their gutter-like outlets for carrying off the tropical rain

which falls in terrible downpour (Haberlandt, Schimper), or to the

limp, perpendicular drooping of the tufts of the young and tender

Fig. 107, C. Leptoeephalus stage of an American Eel, with seven pigment
spots, of which three are on the left {I) and four on the right (r) side. After
Eigenmann.

leaves of the same trees, which also secures protection from being

battered and torn by the rain.

There are even characters the biological use of which is unknown
to us, but in regard to which we can affirm that they have a use.

Thus Eigenmann described the larva of an American eel, which differs

from other so-called ' Leptocephali ' in that a row of seven black spots

runs along its side. Apparently all these lie upon the side turned towards

us, but in reality they are distributed on both sides, three lying on the

left and four on the right, and so arranged that they look like a single

row of spots at regular intervals, for the flat little fish is absolutely

transparent. The habits of this larva are not yet known, but we may
conclude that this appearance of a simple row of spots must have some

value for the animal, for such a significant asymmetry could not have

arisen for purely internal reasons (Fig. 107, C). It is possible that the

fish is thus made to resemble parts of some marine alga, and that it is

thereby protected from many enemies ; that there is not a complete
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row upon each side may depend upon the fact that the two rows

would be visible at the same time, and that they would blur each

other in the eyes of the swimming enemy, and so destroy the

resemblance of the picture to its unknown model.

But it cannot be denied that there are characters which have

no special biological significance. There are doubtless many such

characters, which stand beyond the threshold of good or bad, and

which are therefore not affected by personal selection ; it is difficult

and often impossible to point these out with certainty. The shape of

the human nose and of the human ear, the colour of the hair and of

the iris, may be such indifferent characters whose peculiarities are to

be referred solely to germinal selection. On the other hand, I would

not venture to assert that the gay colouring and the complex markings

on the wings of our modern Lepidoptera are always and in all cases

unimportant, even when we cannot interpret their details either as

protective, or as a sign of nauseousness,, or as mimetic. The usually

very exact similarity of the coloui' pattern in the individuals of each

species seems to point to the intervention of personal selection in some

form or other, for in what other way could such a large majority of

variations in the same direction have developed in the germ-plasm

as this constancy of the character indicates.

We know, of course, that the colours of butterflies and moths can

be caused to vary through external and especially climatic influences,

but this would only account for simple modifications of colour, and not

for the origin of the complex colour patterns that actually occur. I

therefore believe with Darwin that sexual selection has had much to

do with this by giving a slight preference to the variations produced

by spontaneous germinal selection, and thus preventing the majority

of varied ids once acquired from being scattered again, but always

collecting more of them, and so securing free play for the increase

of the new character through intra-germinal processes. In this

way have arisen not only the brilliance of our Lycsenidse and of

the large Morphidee of South America, but also many of the coloured

spots, streaks, bands, eyes, and other components which have gradually

in the course of time evolved into the complex colour pattern of many
of our modern butterflies. I should like to remind any one who doubts
this of a fact which corroborates the view that personal selection has
co-operated in the production of these colours—I refer to the incon-

spicuous colouring of the females of many of these brilliant males

—

while in contradistinction to these cases there are other species in

which both sexes are alike brilliant, so that it is impossible that mere
spontaneous germinal selection can have determined that the females.
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because of their femaleness, should vary in a different manner from
the males.

But while I believe that sexual selection in particular has had
much to do with producing the colours of Lepidoptera, the basis of

all these colour variations must still be looked for in germinal

selection, and we shall see later on how it is possible to think of

the diversified and often relatively abrupt transformations of marking

as the resultant of the co-operation of climatic influences with germinal

selection.

Of com"se there must also be unimportant changes in butterfly-

markings which depend solely on the internal play of forces in the

determinant system, and to this must be referred the markings of

many of the ' variable ' species whose variations are mere fluctuations

in the details of marking, which have therefore caused much trouble

to the systematists. Trulj'^ unimportant variations will rarely or

never combine into a 'constant' form, and the fact that there

are species which are ' variable ' in such a high degree is enough

to make us refer their variations to their lack of importance, for

if thej' possessed any biological value the less valuable among them

would gradually be removed by selection. Perhaps the variable

species of certain moths like Arctia caja, and especially Arctia

plantaginis, the httle 'bear' of the Alps and Apennines, must

be reckoned amona: these. But from the fact that there are such

fluctuations in the markings of Lepidoptera, it seems to me that

we must conclude that species which show a high degree of con-

stancy in their markings have been influenced by selection, or

by climatic influences which turned the play of forces within the

determinant system in the same direction in all indi^dduals. All

these considerations and conclusions are quite sound and ser\'iceable

theoretically, but they are difficult to apply to individual cases, and

where this is attempted it must be with the greatest caution, and,

if possible, on a basis of investigations specially undertaken for the

purpose; for how should we know whether a species which to-day

is highly variable may not a geological epoch later become a very

constant one 1 We must in any case assume that marked fluctuations

of characters are associated with many transformations.
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—
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—
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—

Rolationa of tho dolorniiiiants to tlioir dotorniinatos 'I'lio Jilay ol' I'oiiioh In tlio

dotorminant N.ystcim of tho Id— ((oi iiiiiial Moloi'tion Inhibltod liy porsimal Holootlon

—

Ohjootlon on tho sooro ol' tho nilnutonoss of tho HuliNtiinoo of tho goi'm-phisni,

HiTHKRTO W(^ lia\(i (ii'i'i\(Hl llui viiriiitioiiH ol' i]\o (Idl.diiuiiuuifcH

oL' tho {i;oriu-plasui, upon wliicli ^v(^ IhihimI Mu^ jii'dccHH ol' f^crmiiml

Hiilnetion, I'roHi chance lucul Ihicl-imJ.idiiH in nu(.ri(,i()n, Hucli as niiiHl

occur in an iudi\'idual id, indepoiidcutly of tin* nutrition ol' tlio oliior

ids ol' tiio Hanm otsi'ui-plaHHi. Hut Llicro iu'(^ donliiicssH a.lHO inlhicnccH

which yet up nimilai' nulritivo ciianjfcM in nil idn, and by vvhicli,

thorc.roro, all lionioloo'onM dciornunant-H, in aH \'av a,H they aw »v\\H'\l\\i^

to the nutriliNi^ chano-d in (pinnlion, a.r(* air('c(-(Mi in tii(^ Hiiinc* uuMnii>r.

To this cato{;'()iy hcloiif;' chanj^iiH in tltc* oxlonial conditioUH ol' \\U\

and particularly climatic, clian^ron. It iH, then, jrcnninal Hc^lcction

alone which luinjjH about tho proHiMu^c ol' a nuijoiity of idH with

dotoruiinantH \ai'yiny in the Haiiie direction, aud pcrHonal Hclcctiou

haa no part in tho tranHrorniation oi' tho HpccicH. IViany yoarH a,;i'()

I instituted cxpcrinicntH with a HUiall buttcrlly, I'livii njn, cifcrla,

and thoao .shovv(Ml tlint a licijrhtoU(Ml (,('ni]>cratnrc ho inlhienccd the

pupai of thin i'orni that tho liutt(wlli(iH cnu^ro-cd with a diU'oi'ent

and (locp(^r yellow ffroinid-colour, Hiniilai' to that of the lono-. known
Houthern variety Miil.dnc. IVIore tliorou};'hly deeiHiv(\ however', were

the oxporiuiontH on J'n/i/oiii/iii.dkM jililicd.H, tho Hinall ' lii'ct-bntteilly,'

which wore curried on in tho eiohtioH by Moirilield in hjUffland a,nd

by inyHoir alnioat ut the Hanie time. I Hhall diw-UHH tlioHo later in

more (hitail, and will only Hay here tliat thin l)nti,ei'lly, whone ran^o

extondH from Ijupland to Sicily, (MX'.urn in, two TorniH, the Houthorn

diHtinffuinhed l)y a 'duHtinj^'' ol' deep black from tlie nortliern, in

whicli the win^-Hnrra,c,OH are of a pure red-gold. Tlie ex|)oi'imentM
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showed that the southern form can be artificially produced by
warmth, and the interpretation must be that the direct influence

of higher temperature affects the quality of the nutritive fluids in

the germ-plasm, and thereby at the same time the determinants of

one or more kinds of wing-scales are caused to vary in all the ids

in the same direction, in such a fashion that they give rise to

black scales instead of the former red-gold ones. It is thus certain

that there are external influences which cause particular determinants

to vary in a particular manner. I call this form of germinal variation

'induced' germinal selection, and contrast it with 'spontaneous'

selection, which is caused, not by extra-germinal influences, but by
the chances of the intra-germinal nutritive conditions, and which
will, therefore, not readily occur at the same time in all the ids of

a germ-plasm, and so will not give rise to variation of the same
kind in the homologous determinants of all the ids.

The two processes must alsq be distinguished from each other

in their relation to personal selection, for induced germinal selection

will go on increasing until the maximum of variation corresponding

to the nature of the external influences and of the determinants

concerned is reached. Since all the ids are equally affected and

caused to vary in the same way, personal selection has nothing to

take hold of, and the variation might go on intensifying even if it

should become biologically prejudicial. But it is quite otherwise

with spontaneous germinal selection, which has its roots not in all,

but only in a majority of the ids. Here the variation may go on

increasing by germinal selection alone, but only until it acquires

a positive or negative biological value, that is, until it becomes

advantageous or prejudicial to the life of the individual; then

personal selection intervenes and decides whether it is to go on

increasing or not. Spontaneous germinal selection can therefore

only lead to the general variation of a whole species when it is

supplemented by some external factor such as, especially, the utility

of the variation.

This does not imply, however, that indifferent variations of large

amount could not arise through spontaneous germinal selection, but

they would remain confined to a small number of individuals, and

would sooner or later disappear again. The congenital deformities

of Man may in part fall under this category. If, for instance,

certain determinants are, by reason of specially favourable local

nutritive conditions, maintained for a long time in progressive varia-

tion, they will become so strong that the part which they determine

will turn out excessive, perhaps double. Hereditary polydactylism
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in Man may perhaps be explained on this principle, and I had already

referred it to the more rapid growth and duplication of. certain

determinants of the germ even before formulating the idea of

germinal selection. In this I was at one with the pathologist

Ernst Ziegler, who had designated polydactylism as a germ-variation,

and in contrast to others had not interpreted it in an atavistic

sense, as a reversion to unknown six-fingered ancestors. All excessive

or defective hereditary malformations may be referred to germinal

selection alone, that is, to the long-continued progressive or

regressive variation of particular determinant-groups in a majority

of ids.

The fact that, as far as our experience goes, superfl.uous fingers

are never inherited for more than five generations may be simply

explained, for there has been no reason for the intervention of

personal selection, either in the negative sense, for the six-fingered

state does not threaten life, nor in the positive, since it is not of

advantage. The deformity depends on spontaneous germinal varia-

tion, which must have taken place in a majority of ids or it would

not have become manifest. But such a majority of ' polydactylous

'

ids is liable to become scattered again in every new descendant,

and to be reduced again into a minority which can no longer make
itself felt by the chances of reducing division and the admixture

of normal ids in amphimixis. A polydactylous race of men could

only arise through the assistance of personal selection; in that case

there would doubtless be just as much chance of success in breeding

a six-fingered race as there was in breeding the crooked-legged

Ancon sheep from a single ram which was malformed in this

manner. Without a gradual setting aside of the germs with normal

ids, that is, without personal selection, such spontaneous deformities,

and indeed all spontaneous variations, must fail of attaining to

permanent mastery.

This must frequently be the case in free nature also, but we
shall have to investigate later on, in the section devoted to the

formation of species, whether external circumstances (inbreeding)

may not also occur which make it possible for spontaneous variations

to become constant breed-characters, even although they remain
neither good nor bad, and are thus not subject to the action of

personal selection.

In general, however, amphigony with its reduction of the ids

and its constant mingling of strange ids will form the corrective

to the deviations which may arise through the processes of selection

within the id, and which lead to excessive or superfluous development
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of certain structm-es, to a complete disturbance of the harmony of

the parts, and ultimately to the elimination of the species.

It must be admitted, however, that Emery was probably right

when he directed attention to the possibility of a 'conflict between
germinal and personal selection.' It is quite conceivable that in

cases of useful variations, that is, of adaptations, the processes of

selection within the germ-plasm may lead to excessive developments,

which personal selection cannot control, because, on account of their

earlier usefulness, they have in the course of a series of generations

and species become fixed not only in a majority of ids, but in almost

all the ids of the collective germ-plasm of the species. In this case

a reversal must be difficult and slow, for the gathering together of

ids with relatively weaker determinants can only take place slowly,

and it is questionable whether the species would sm-vive long enough
for the slow process to take efiect. But, apart from the question

of time, such a reduction of an excessive development would some-

times be quite impossible, for the simple reason that there is nothing

for personal selection to take hold of.

Doderlein has pointed out that many characters go on increasing

through whole series of extinct species, and ultimately grow to such

excess that they bring about the destruction of the species, as, for

instance, the antlers of the giant stag or the sabre-like teeth of

certain carnivores in the diluvial period. I shall have to discuss this

in more detail in speaking of the extinction of species ; it is enough

to say here that such long-continued augmentations in the same

direction can never be referred solely to germinal selection, since it is

hardly conceivable that a species—much less a whole series of species

—

should arise with injurious characters ; they would have become

extinct while they were still in process of arising. Although we see

that the Irish stag, with his enormous antlers over ten feet across from

tip to tip, was heavily burdened, we are hardly justified in concluding

that the size and weight of the burden on his head tended to his

destruction from the first—for in that case the species would never

have developed at all—but it may well be that at some time or other

the life-conditions of the species altered in such a manner that the

heavy antlers became fatal to it. In this case the variation-direction

which had gained the mastery in all ids could no longer be sufliciently

held in check by personal selection, because the variations in the

contrary direction would be much too slight to attain to selective

value. Sudden, or at least rapidly occurring changes in the conditions

of life, such as the appearance of a powerful enemy, exclude all chance

of adaptation by the slow operation of personal selection.
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If we look into the matter more carefully, we see that it is not

strictly true to say that germinal selection alone brings about the

extinction of a species by cumulative augmentation of structures which

are already excessive; it is the incapacity of j)6Tsonal selection to Iceep

pace with the vnore rapid changes in the conditions of life and to

reduce excessive developynents to any considerable extent in a short

time. This would always be possible in a long time, for the deter-

minants of the excessive organ E can never be equally strong in all

the ids; they always fluctuate about a mean, however high this

mean may be. Here again it must still be possible that reducing-

divisions and amphimixis may lead to the formation of majorities

of ids with weaker ^'-determinants, and if sufficient time be allowed,

artificial selection could, by consistently selecting the individuals

with, let us say, weaker antlers, give rise to a descending variation-

movement. There are no variation-movements which cannot be

checked ; every direction can be reversed, but time and something

to take hold of must be granted. That was wanting in the case

of the giant stag, for it would not have been saved even if its antlers

had at once become a couple of feet shorter, and germinal selection

can hardly make so much difference as that.

Analogous to hereditary deformities, and of special interest in

connexion with the processes within the germ-plasm, are ' sports'

variations of considerable magnitude which suddenly appear without

our being able to see any definite external reason for them. I have

already discussed these in detail in my Germ-plasm, and have shown

how simply these apparently capricious phenomena of heredity can

be understood in principle from the standpoint of the germ-plasm

theory.

The chances of the transmission of the saltatory variation will

be greater or less according to whether the variation of the relevant

determinants involves a bare majority of ids or a large majority, for

the more ids that have varied, the greater is the probability that the

majority will be maintained throughout the course of ensuing reducing

divisions and amphimixis, that is, that the seeds of the plant will

reproduce the variation, and will not revert to the ancestral form.

Although one of the most satisfactory results of the id-theory lies

precisely in the interpretation of these conditions, I do not wish

to enter into the matter here, but will refer to the details in my
Germ-plasm, published in 1894, which I consider valid still. At
that time I had not formulated the idea of germinal selection, but

the explanation of the occurrence of such sport-variations which

I gave was based upon the assumption of nutritive fluctuations in the

Digitized by Microsoft®



GERMINAL SELECTION 141

germ-plasm, which gave rise to variatioBS in certain determinants.

There was still lacking the recognition that the direction of variation

once taken must be adhered to until resistance was met with, and

that the determinants stand in nutritive correlation with one another,

so that changes in one determinant must re-act upon the neighbouring

ones, as I shall explain more fully afterwards. I also showed from

definite cases that such sports, though they are sudden— ' saltatory '

—

in their mode of occurrence, are long being prepared for by intimate

processes in the germ-plasm. This ' invisible prelude ' of variation

depends on germinal selection. When a wild plant is sown in garden-

ground it does not require to vary at once; several, even many,

generations may succeed each other which show no sports ; suddenly,

however, sports appear, at first singly, then, perhaps, in considerable

numbers. It is not, however, by any means always the case that

considerable numbers occur, for some varieties of our garden flowers

have arisen only once, and then have been propagated by seed ; and

such saltatory sports in plants which are raised from seed are usually

constant in their seed, and if they are fertilized with their own pollen

they breed true—a proof that the same variations must have taken

place in the relevant determinants in a large majority of ids.

In animals, it would appear, such saltatory variations occur

much more rarely than in plants; the case examined in detail by
Darwin of the ' black-shouldered peacock ' which suddenly appeared

in a poultry-yard is an example of this kind. Much more numerous,

however, are the instances among plants, and especially among plants

which are under cultivation. This indicates that we have here to do

with the effect of external conditions, of nutritive influences which

cause the slow variation of certain determinants, sometimes abetting

and sometimes checking. As soon as a majority of ids varied in this

way comes to lie in a seed, a sport springs up suddenly and apparently

discontinuously—a plant with differently coloured or shaped petals

or leaves, with double flowers, with degenerate stamens, or with some

other distinguishing mark, and these new characters persist if the

variety is propagated without inter-crossing.

But it happens sometimes, though more rarely, that not the whole

plant but individual shoots may exhibit the variation. To this class

belong the ' bud-variations ' of our forest trees, the copper-beeches,

copper-oaks, and copper-hazels, the various fasciated varieties of

oak, beech, maple, and birch, and the ' weeping trees
'

; also the

numerous varieties of potato, plantain, and sugar-cane. It seems that

only a few of these breed true when reproduced from seed, or in other

words, they usually exhibit reversions to the ancestral form : on the
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other hand, in the weeping oak for instance, nearly all the seedlings

exhibit the character of the new variety, though ' in varying degrees.'

The records as to the transmissibility of bud-variations through seed

are probably not all to be relied upon, and new investigations are

much to be desired, but the fact that in many cases they may be

propagated not only by means of layers and cuttings but by seed

also, is most important in our present discussion, for it proves that

here too the varied determinants must be contained in a majority of

ids. As it is only a single shoot that exhibits the saltatory variation,

only the germ-plasm which was contained in the cells of this one

shoot can have varied, and it must , have done so in so many ids that

the variation prevailed and found expression. But that, in this case

also, the variation does not appear in all, but only in a small majority

of ids, is proved by the frequent reversion of bud-varieties to the

ancestral form. I have already reported a case of this kind shown

to me by Professor Strasburger in the Botanic Gardens in Bonn,

where a hornbeam with deeply indented ' oak-leaves ' had one branch

which bore quite normal hornbeam leaves. In my own garden there

is an oak shrub of the ' fern-leaved ' variety, whose branches bear

some leaves of the ordinary form ; variegated maples with almost

white leaves often exhibit in individual branches a reversion to the

fresh green leaves of the ancestral form. We see from this that what

is so energetically disputed by many must in reality occur—namely,

differential or non-equivalent nuclear division—for otherwise it would

be unintelligible how the ids of the new variety, if they once attain

a majority in the tree, could give place in an individual branch to

a majority of the ancestral ids. Only differential nuclear division,

in the manner of a reducing division, can be the cause of this. Of

course this implies only a dissimilar or differential distribution of the

ids between the two daughter-nuclei, not a splitting up of the indivi-

dual ids into non-equivalents.

That in free Nature bud-variations left to themselves can ever

become permanent varieties is probably an unlikely assumption,

because of the inconstancy of their seeds which only breed true in

rare cases ; nor is it likely that such variations as the copper-beech,

the weeping ash, and so on could hold their own in the struggle for

existence with the older species; but there is certainly nothing

to prevent our assuming that, in certain circumstances, saltatory

variations, when they have a germinal origin, may become persistent

varieties and may even lead to a splitting of the species. This may
happen, for instance, when the variations remain outside the limits

of good and bad, and thus are neither of advantage to the existence
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of the species nor a drawback thereto. In the next chapter we shall

discuss the influence of isolation upon the formation of species, and
it will be seen that in certain conditions even indifl'erent variations

may be preserved, and that saltatory variations, as for instance in the

evolution of species of land-snails or buttei-flies, may have materially

contributed to bring this about.

I should like to emphasize stiU more the part played by saltatory

variations arising from germinal selection in the origin of secondary

sexual characters. As soon as personal selection, whether sexual

or ordinary, prefers as useful in any sense a saltatory variation, it is

not only preserved and becomes a character of a variety, but it may
increase, and we have to ask whether such sudden variations are

frequently of a useful kind, especially when not individual characters

alone, but whole combinations of them are implicated. If we may
judge from the sports of the flowers and the leaves of plants, trans-

formations useful to the species as a whole rarely occur suddenly, that

is, they occur only in a few out of very numerous sports ; they are

much more frequently indifierent, although quite visible and often

conspicuous variations.

For this reason I am disposed to attribute to saltatory variations

a considerable share in the production of distinctive sexual characters.

From saltatory variations in flowers, fruits, and leaves we know that

these may be conspicuous enough even on their first appearance, and

so we are justified in finding in such variations the first beginnings

of many of the decorative distinguishing characters which occur in the

males of so many animals, especially butterflies and birds. As soon

as it is admitted that variations of considerable amount, which have

been slowly prepared in the germ-plasm by means of germinal selec-

tion, can suddenly attain to expression, one of the objections against

sexual selection is disposed of, for conspicuous variations are necessary

for the operation of this kind of selection, since the changes in question

must attract the attention of the females if they are to be preferred.

Without such preference, even though it be not quite strict and con-

sistent, a long-continued augmentation of the decorative characters

is inconceivable.

But as intra-germinal disturbances of the position of equilibrium

in the determinant system is at the root of the saltatory variations of

our cultivated plants, it must also have played a large share in the

evolution of breeds among our domesticated animals, which is there-

fore by no means wholly due to artificial selection operating upon the

variation of individual characters. In all breeds in the formation of

which the production of more than a single definite character was
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concerned, as, for instance, in the broad-nosed breeds of dog—bull-dog

and pug-dog—we may refer the peculiar variation of many parts to

disturbances of the equilibrium of the determinant system, which

bring to light, not suddenly as in the case of saltatory variations, but

gradually and increasingly, the curious complex of characters.

Darwin referred such transformations of the whole animal facies,

where a single varying character is deliberately selected, to correla-

tion, and by this he understood the mutual influence of the parts of

an animal upon one another. Such correlation certainly exists, as we
have already seen in discussing histonal selection, but here we have

rather to do with the correlation of the parts of the germ-plasm, with

the efiects of germinal selection, which, aflected by the artificial

selection of particular characters, gradually brings about a more

marked disturbance in the whole determinant system.

In the evolution of our breeds of domesticated animals, germinal

selection in the negative sense must also have played a part—I mean

through the weakening and degeneration of individual determinants.

Only in this way, it seems to me, can we explain the tameness of our

domestic animals, dogs, cats, horses, &c., in which all the instincts

of wildness, fleeing from Man, the inclination to bite, and to attack,

have at least partly disappeared. It is, of course, very difiicult to

estimate how much of this is to be ascribed to acquired habitude

during the individual lifetime. The case of the elephant might be

cited in evidence of tameness which arises in the individual lifetime,

for all tame elephants are caught wild, but it seems that captured

young beasts of prey, such as the fox, wolf, and wild cat, not to speak

of lions and tigers, never attain to the degree of tameness exhibited

by many of our domesticated dogs and cats. The very considerable

difierenees in the degree of tameness of dogs and cats go to show that

the case is one of instincts varying in different degree.

If this be so, then the instinct of wildness, if I may express

myself so for the sake of brevity, has degenerated in consequence of

its superfluity, and through the process of germinal selection, which
allowed the determinants of the brain-parts concerned to set out on
a path of downward variation upon which they met with no
resistance on the part of personal selection.

Herbert Spencer adduced against my position the case of the

reduction in the size of the jaws in many breeds of dog, especially in

pugs and other lap-dogs, which he regarded as evidence of the
inheritance of acquired characters. But this and analogous cases of

the degeneration of an organ during a long period in which the
animal had been withdrawn from the conditions of natural life is
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intelligible enough on the assumption of persistent germinal selection

aided by panmixia. The jaws and teeth in these spoilt pets no longer

require to be maintained at the level of strength and sharpness

essential to their ancestors which depended on these characters, and

so they fell below it, became smaller and weaker, but could not

disappear altogether, for the process of degeneration was brought, or

is being brought, to a standstill by the intervention of personal

selection.

Even the lower jaw in Man is declared by many authors to be

degenerate. Collins found that the lower jaw of the modern English-

man was one-ninth smaller than that of the ancient Briton, and one-half

smaller than that of the Australians ; Flower showed that we are a

microdont race like the Egyptians, while the Chinese, Indians, Malays,

and Negroes are mesodont, and the Andamanese, Melanese, Australians,

and Tasmanians are macrodont. This does not of itself imply that

we exhibit a degeneration of dentition, though this conclusion is

hinted at by other facts, such as the variability of the wisdom-teeth.

It need not siirprise us, indeed, that a retrogressive variation tendency

should have started in this case, for, with higher culture and more

refined methods of eating, the claims which personal selection was

obliged to make on the dentition have been greatly diminished, and

germinal selection would thus intervene.

Every one knows how the quality of human teeth has deterior-

ated with culture, and this not in the higher classes only, but even

among the peasantry, as Ammon has observed. The time is past

when raw flesh was a dainty, and when bad teeth meant poor

nutrition, if not actual starvation. Even nowadays famine plays a

terrible and periodically recurrent role as an eliminator among some

negroid races.

Many other organs in man have been reduced from their former

pitch of perfection through culture, and some of them are still in

process of dwindling. When I formulated the idea of panmixia and

applied it to explain cases which had previously been referred to the

inheritance of the results of disuse, I regarded the short-sightedness of

civilized Man from this point of view. My opinion aroused lively

opposition at the time, especially on the part of oculists, who very

emphatically referred the phenomenon to the inheritance of acquired

shortsight, and indeed regarded it as a proof of the transmission

of functional modifications.

But, apart from the fact that the assumption of this mode of

inheritance must now be regarded not only as unproved, but as

contradicted by reliable data, panmixia, in conjunction with the

II. L

Digitized by Microsoft®



146 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

ceaseless fluctuations within the germ-plasm—germinal selection

—

affords a better explanation than the other theory was ever in

a position to offer. At that time I pointed out that the survival of

the individual among civilized races had not for a very long time

depended on the perfection of his eyesight, as it does for instance in

the case of a hunting or warlike Indian, or of a beast of prey, or of

a herbivore persecuted by the beast of prey. And this is by no means

due solely to the invention of spectacles, but in a much greater degree

to the fact that every man no longer has to do everything, so that

numerous possibilities of gaining a livelihood remain open to the less

sharp-sighted; that is, the division of labour in human society has

made the survival of the short-sighted quite feasible. As soon as this

division of labour reached such a degree that the founding of a family

offered no greater difficulty to the short-sighted individual than to

one with normal sight, short-sightedness could no longer be eliminated

;

and partly because of the mingling with normal sight, but partly

also because of the never-failing minus-fluctuations of the germ-plasm

determinants concerned, a variation in a downward direction was

bound to set in, and will continue until a limit is set to it by personal

selection. Meantime, we are obviously still in the midst of the process

of eye-deterioration ; and the resistance to it is somewhat inhibited

in its operation, because although individuals with extremely bad

sight are for the most part hindered from gaining an independent

livelihood and having a family, this is certainly, thanks to our

mistaken humanity, not always the case. There are even instances of

marriage between two blind persons

!

As yet, however, the deterioration of eyes has not advanced very

far ; not nearly all families are affected by it, and even in Germany,
the land of the ' longest school form ' and of the greatest number of

spectacle-wearers, short-sight is still usually acquired liy individuals,

although there must frequently be a more or less marked predis-

position to it. It is a common objection to this view that in England,

France, and Italy the percentage of short-sighted individuals is much
lower, and, in point of fact, one sees far fewer people wearing

spectacles in those countries. This, however, does not prove that

a similar deterioration of eyes has not begun there also, for how could

the small inherited beginnings be detected if they were not accentuated

by the spoiling of the eyesight in the lifetime of the individual by
much reading of bad print, and by writing with bent head, as is

still too often the case in many German schools.

That our interpretation, through panmixia on a basis of

germinal selection, is the correct one, we infer also from the fact that
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short-sightedness has been proved to be a frequent character even
among our domesticated animals, such as the dog and the horse.

These animals receive protection and maintenance from Man, and
their survival and reproduction no longer depend on the acuteness of

their sight, and thus the eye has fallen from its original perfection,

just as in Man, although in this case reading and writing play no part.

A whole series of similar slight deteriorations of individual

organs and systems of organs might be enumerated, all of which have
appeared in consequence of long and intensive culture in Man. All

these must depend upon germinal selection, on a gradually progres-

sive weakening of the determinant-groups concerned, under the

conditions of panmixia, that is, in the absence of positive selection.

To these must be added the deterioration of the mammary-glands
and breasts, and the inability to suckle the offspring which results

chiefly from this. Here we have a variational tendency which could

not appear in a people at a lower stage of culture, and it has not

become general in the lower classes of society among ourselves.

The muscular weakness of the higher classes is another case in

point, aiid all gymnastics and sports will be of no avail as long as a

relative weakness of the muscles is not a hindrance to gaining a live-

lihood, and having a family. Even universal conscription will do

nothing to check this falling off of the bodily strength. Certainly

military service strengthens thousands, and hundreds of thousands of

individuals, but it does not prevent the weaklings from multiplying,

and thus reproducing the race-deterioration. But it would indeed be

well if only those who had gone through a term of military service

were allowed to beget children.

It is only among the peasantry, inasmuch as they really work
and do not merely look on as proprietors of the ground, that such

a deterioration of the general muscular strength could not become the

permanent variational tendency of the determinants concerned, because

among genuine peasants bodily strength is a condition of having and

supporting a family—at least on an average.

The diminution in the firmness and thickness of the bones in the

higher classes, and manj^ another mark of civilization, must be looked

at from the point of view of panmixia and germinal selection

;

perhaps also the smaller hands and feet which frequently occur along

with a more graceful general build in the higher ranks of European

peoples. It would certainly not be surprising if in families which

usually intermarry, and which in no way depend for their material

subsistence on the possession of large and powerful hands and feet or

bones generally, a downward variation of the relevant germ-deter-

L a
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minants should have developed, but this could never overstep

a certain limit, because it would then be prejudicial even in civilized

life. That we must be very careful not to regard large hands and

feet as the direct result of hard physical toil was brought home to me
by an observation of Strasburger's. He was particularly struck by the

fact that the peasants of the high Tatra (Carpathians) were distin-

guished by the smallness of their hands and feet.

But while civilization has excited numerous downward variations

in the germ, it has, on the other hand, been the cause of numerous

hereditary improvements —variations in an upward direction. This

opens up new ground, for hitherto we have been confronted with the

alternative of either accepting the inheritance of acquired characters,

and on this basis referring the talents and mental endowments of

civilized Man to exercise continued throughout many generations, or of

admitting an increase of mental powers only in as far as they possess

' selection value,' that is, as they may be decisive in the struggle for

existence. To these mental qualities belong cleverness and ingenuity

in all directions, courage, endurance, power of combination, inventive

power, with its roots in imagination and fertility of ideas, as well as

desire for achievement, and industry. Throughout the long history of

human civilization these mental qualities must have increased through

the struggle for existence, but how have the specific talents such as

those exhibited in music, painting, and mathematics come into

existence? And how have the moral virtues of civilized Man been

evolved, and particulai-ly unselfishness? For it can hardly be

maintained of any of these endowments that they possess selection-

value for the individual.

It is not my intention to discuss these questions in detail ; they

are too many-sided and of too much importance to be treated of

merely in passing; moreover, I gave expression years ago to my
views on this subject by dealing with one example— the musical

sense in Man. I do not believe that the musical sense had its

beginnings in Man, or that it has materially increased since the days
of primitive Man, but in conjunction with the higher psychical life

of civilized peoples its expressions and applications have risen to

a higher level. It is, so to speak, an instrument which has been
transmitted to us from our animal ancestors, and on which we have
learnt to play better the more our mind has developed; it is an
unintended ' accessory efFect ' of the extremely fine and highly

developed organs of hearing with their nerve-centres which our
animal ancestors acquired in the struggle for existence, and which
played a much more important role in the preservation of life in
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their case than it does in ours. Tlie musical sense may be compared

to the hand, which was developed even among the apes, but which

civilized Man in modern times no longer uses merely to perform its

original function, grasping, but also for many other purposes, such as

writing and playing the piano. And just as the hand did not

originate thi-ough the necessities of the piano, neither did the

extremely delicate sense of hearing of the higher animals develop

for the sake of music, but rather that they might recognize their

enemies, friends, and prey, in darkness and mist, in the forest, on

the heath, and at great distances.

The case is probably the same with the rest of the special

psychical endowments or talents. I do not of course maintain that

they, like the musical sense, did not at some time play a role in the

struggle for existence and survival, and therefore could not in-

crease, but the increase was certainly not continuous, but much
interrupted, so that it would extend only to small groups of

descendants, and therefore could only contribute very slowly to the

elevation of the psychic capacities of a whole people. But in certain

individuals and families such augmentations would certainly take place

through germinal selection, and it seems to me probable that these

would never be wholly lost again, even if they appeared to be so,

but would be handed on, in id-minorities, through the chain of

generations, and would slightly raise the average of the talent in

question, and might even, under favourable circumstances, combine

in the development of a genius. We know how strongly hereditary

such specific talents are ; let us suppose that the determinants of, say,

the musical sense have, by the intra-germinal chances of nutrition,

been started on a path of ascending variation; they will continue

in this path until a halt is called from some quarter or other. This

can only happen if, in the reducing division, or in amphimixis, the

highly developed musical determinants are wholly or partly eliminated,

or are reduced to a minority. As long as this does not happen

the ascending variation will go on, arid then we may have the birth

of a Mozart or of a Beethoven. Personal selection will not interfere

either in a positive or a negative sense, since high development of the

musical sense has no effect either in advancing or retarding the

struggle for existence ; the increase will therefore go on until the

large majority of highly developed musical determinants, which we
must assume in the case of a musical genius, is reduced, or even

transformed into a minority, through unfavourable reducing divisions

of the germ-cells, and by association with the germ-cells of less.

musical mates.
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The fact that highly developed specific talents have never been

known to be inherited through more than seven generations is quite

in keeping with this view. But even this persistence has been

observed only in the case of musical talent, and the long continuance

of the inherited talent may well be due, as Francis Galton suggests in

his famous statistical investigations into the phenomena of inheritance,

to the fact that musical men do not readily choose wives who are

absolutely lacking in this talent. It would be easy to rear an

exceedingly highly gifted musical group of families within the

German nation, if we could secure that only the highly-gifted musically

should unite in marriage—that is, if personal selection could play its

part. In another more general domain of mental endowment a case

of this kind has been recorded, for Galton tells us of three highly

gifted English families which intermarried for ten generations, and

in that time scarcely produced a descendant who did not deserve

to be called a distinguished man in some direction or other.

Of course, such continued persistence, through a long series of

generations, of a high general mental level is more possible than the

transmission and increase of a specific talent, for in the former case

it is a question of a mixture of different high mental endowments,

of which not all need be developed in' every individual, and yet the

individual need not fall to mediocrity if he possesses a combination

of other qualities. But in musical talent, on the other hand, the

falling from the height once attained takes place as soon as this one

character is no longer represented in a sufficiently strong majority

of determinants. Of course it would be a mistake to believe that

the talent of a Sebastian Bach or a Beethoven depended solely on the

highly developed musical sense ; in them, as in all great artists, many
highly developed mental qualities must have combined with the

musical sense ; a simpleton could never have written the Mass in

B minor or the Passion of St. Matthew even if he had possessed the

musical genius of Sebastian Bach. In this fact lies a further reason

why genius is seldom found at the same pitch in two successive

generations ; the combination of mental characters always varies

from father to son, and slight displacements may give rise to very

great differences in relation to the manifestations of the specific

talent. Under certain circumstances, the weak development of

a single trait of character, as, for instance, power of action, or the

excessive developnient of another, such as indecision or desultoriness,

may so nullify the existing favourable combinations of mental

characters, such as, let us say, musical sense, inventive talent, depth

of feeling, &c., that they bear no fruit worth mentioning. And since,
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as we have already seen, the different mental qualities of the parents

are to a certain extent separately transmitted, that is, since they may
appear in the children in the most diverse combinations, we should

rather be surprised that pronounced talent in a specific direction can

persist in a family for two and a half centuries than that it should

do so very rarely. For i^educing division is always con:ibining the

existing mental qualities anew, and amphimixis is adding fresh ones

to them.

Thus germinal selection, that is, the free, spontaneous, but

definitely directed variation of individual groups of determinants, is

at the root of those striking individual peculiarities which we call

specific talents ; but it can attain to the highest level only rarely and

in isolated cases, because these talents are not favoured by personal

selection, and therefore the excessively highly developed determinants

upon which they depend may be dispersed in the course of genera-

tions ; they may sink to smaller majorities, or even to minorities, in

which case they will no longer manifest themselves in visible mental

qualities.

We deduced the process of germinal selection on the basis of the

assumption that the nutrition of all the parts and particles of the

body, therefore also of the determinants and biophors of the germ-

plasm, is subject to fluctuations. We regarded the resulting variations

of these last and smallest units of the germ-plasm as the ultimate

source of all hereditary variation, and therefore the basis of all the

transformations which the organic world has undergone in the course

of ages and is undergoing still.

We have still to inquire whether we can give any more precise

account of the nature of these units of the germ-plasm. If I mistake

not, we may say at least so much, that all variations are, in ultimate

instance, quantitative, and that they depend on the increase or

decrease of the vital particles, or their constituents, the molecules.

For this reason I have hitherto always spoken of only two direc-

tions of variation—a plus or a minus direction from the average.

What appears to us a qualitative variation is, in reality, nothing

more than a greater or a less, a different mingling of the constituents

which make up a higher unit, an unequal increase or decrease of

these constituents, the lower units. We speak of the simple growth

of a cell when its mass increases without any alteration in its

composition, that is, when the proportion of the component parts and

chemical combinations remains unchanged; but the cell changes its

constitution when this proportion is disturbed, when, for instance,

the red pigment-granules which were formerly present but scai'cely
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visible increase so that the cell looks red. If there had previously

been no red granules present, they might have arisen through the

breaking up of certain other particles— of protoplasm, for instance, in

the course of metabolism, so that, among other substances, red

granules of uric acid or some other red stuff were produced. In

this case also the qualitative change would depend on an increase

or decrease of certain simpler molecules and atoms constituting the

protoplasm-molecule. Thus, in ultimate instance, all variations depend

upon quantitative changes of the constituents of which the varying

part is composed.

It might be objected to this argument that chemistry has made

us acquainted with isomeric combinations whose qualitative differences

do not depend upon a different nuonher of the molecules composing

them, but upon their different arrangement ; it might be supposed

that something similar would occur also in morphological relations.

And, in point of fact, this seems to be the case. We may, for instance,

imagine one hundred hairs as being at one time equally distributed

on the back of a beetle, and at another standing close together and

forming a kind of brush, bxit although this brush would be a new

character of the beetle, yet its development would depend upon

quantitative differences, namely, on the fact that the same skin-area,

which in the first case bore perhaps only one hair, had in the second

case a hundred. The quantity of hair cells has notably increased

upon this small area. In the same way the characteristic striping of

the zebra depends not on a qualitative change in the skin as a whole,

but upon an increased deposit of black pigment in particular cells of

the skin, therefore on a quantitative change. In relation to the

whole animal it is a qualitative variation, as contrasted, for instance,

with the horse, but in respect of the constituent parts which give

rise to the qualitative variation it is purely quantitative. The

character of the whole edifice is changed when the proportion of

the stones of which it consists are altered.

Thus the determinants of the germ may not only become larger

or smaller as a whole, but some kinds of the biophors of which they

are made up may increase more than others, under definite altered

conditions, and in that case the determinants themselves will vary

qualitatively, so that, from the changing numerical proportions of

the different kinds of biophors, a variation of the characters of the

determinants can arise, and consequently also qualitative variations

of the organs controlled by the determinants—the determinates.

But, since nothing living can be thought of as invariable, tlie biophors

themselves may, on account of nutritive fluctuations, grow unequally.
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and thereby vary in their qualities. To follow this out in greater

detail and attempt to guess at the play of forces within the minutest

life-complexes would at present only be giving the rein to imagination,

but in principle no objection can be made to the assumption that

every element of life down to the very lowest and smallest can, by
reason of inequalities in its nutrition, be not only started on an

ascending or descending movement of uniform growth, but can also

be caused to vary qualitatively, that is, in its characters, because its

component parts change their proportions.

Of course we know nothing definite or precise with regard to the

units of the germ-plasm, and we cannot tell what is necessary in order

that a determinant shall determine a part of the developing body

in this way or in that ; thus we have no definite idea of the relations

subsisting between the variations of the determinants and those of

their determinates, but we know at least so much, that hereditary

variation of a part is only possible when a corresponding particle

in the germ-plasm varies ; and we may at least assume that these

correspond to each other so far^ that a gi-eater development of the

one implies a greater development of the other, and that a reversal

of these relations is impossible. If the determinant X disappears

from the germ-plasm the determinate X' disappears from the soma.

It is therefore justifiable to infer from the degree of development

of an organ the strength of its determinant, and to assume that plus-

and minus-variations in both are correspondingly large.

But in addition to the fluctuations in the equilibrium of the

germ-plasm which lie at the root of all hereditary variation, we have

to take into account something which we have already touched upon

briefly—the correlation of the determinants, the influencing of one

determinant by those round about it. I have spoken for the sake

of brevity of ' the determinant ' of a part, although all the large and

more important parts must certainly be thought of as represented

by several or many, if not, indeed, by whole groups of determinants.

Although it is quite out of our power to follow the complex processes

of the mutual influences of the determinants upon each other, we can

say this at least, that these influences must exist, and we have here

a faint indication of what must occur in the case of spontaneous

variations within the germ-plasm. We must, in the first place, think

of the individual determinants as arranged in groups, so that, for

instance, the determinants of the right and left half of the body lie

together, and therefore are frequently affected together by influences

which cause variation, so that both vary in the same direction at

the same time. In point of fact, analogous deformities, such as
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polydactylism of both right and left hands, and even of hands and

feet at once, do actually occur. That the right and left hands, the fore-

and hind-limbs, are represented in the germ by particular deter-

minants, may be inferred from their frequently different phyletie

evolution into different forms of hand and foot, e.g. into flipper and

rudimentary hind-leg in the whale, as well as from the cases of

particulate inheritance, which are rare, but which undoubtedly do

occur, such as when, in Man, there is a maternal blue eye on one side

of the head and a paternal brown eye on the other. But almost more

striking than the differences between these homologous or homotypic

parts are their points of resemblance, and these may probably be in part

referred to their disposition side by side and common history in the

germ-substance, although a far larger proportion of them are probably

due to their adaptation to similar functions, and are therefore to

Le regarded as a phenomenon of convergence within the same

mism.

We have already seen that the first increase in the growth of

one' determinant means a withdrawal of nourishment, however slight,

from its neighbours; this can, of course, be equalized again if the

claims on the common nutritive stream from another quarter are

at the same time diminished ; but it is possible that the claims from

another quarter may also be increased, and the withdrawal will then

be more marked, and the determinants being thus injured from two

dix'ections at once will sink downwards with greater rapidity. But

it is also conceivable that the majority of determinants of a part may
vary upwards, and, by their combined increased power of assimilation,

direct towards themselves such a greatly increased stream of nourish-

ment that the whole organ—for instance, a particular feather in a bird

—varies in an upward direction, and becomes larger and larger, as we

see in the case of many decorative feathers ; or that certain deter-

minants vary only as far as some of their biophoi's are concerned,

and similarly for their determinates, as when a group of scales on

a butterfly's wing that had previously been black turn out a brilliant

blue. It can probably also happen that such variations within the

determinants are transmitted to neighbouring determinants because

the nutritive conditions which caused the flrst to vary have extended

to those about them. The increase of brightly coloured spots in birds

and butterflies gives us ground for concluding that there are processes

of this kind within the germ-plasm.

I will refrain from following this idea into greater detail, and

translating the observable relations and variations of the fully-formed

parts of the body into the language of the germ-plasm ; but so much
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may be taken as certain, that multitudinous inter-relations and
influences exist between the elements of the germ-plasm, and that

one variation brings another in its train, so that—usually at a very
slow rate, that is, in the course of generations and of species-forming,

definite variations occur from purely intra-germinal reasons—valua-

tions which as far as they remain outside the limits of good or bad
may of themselves change the character of a species, but which when
they are seized upon by personal selection may, by sifting and com-

bination of the ids, be led on to still higher development.

If we consider further that the variation of a part must depend

not only on the quality of the external stimulus but also upon the

constitution, the reacting power of the part, we shall understand that

similar nutritive variations may cause two different determinants

to vary in difierent ways, and when we reflect that every nutritive

change must extend from the point from which it started with

diminishing strength in a particular direction, we have a further

factor in the variation of determinants and one which influences even

similar determinants differently.

Finally, if we remember that determinants of different constitu-

tion will also extract diflerent ingredients from the nutritive stream

and thus set up in it different kinds of chemical change, thus causing

an altered supply of nutritive substances to flow to the neighbour

determinants, we get some insight into a very complex and delicate

but perfectly definite set of processes, into a mechanism which we can

certainly only guess at, but whose results lie plainly liefore us in the

spontaneous variations of the organism. We understand in principle

the possibility of saltatory variation, as a more or less widespread,

more or less marked disturbance of the species-type in this or that

group of characters, and we may acknowledge that those 'kaleidoscopic

variations ' which Eimer supposed to be the sole basis of the trans-

formation of species, and which have been brought to the foreground

again quite recently by De Vries ', are probably factors in transmuta-

tion operative within a limited sphere.

But we must think of all these struggles and mutual influencings

as taking place on the smallest possible scale, so that it is only by long

summation that they can produce any visible effect, and we must never

forget the essential significance of the plurality of ids, for these

'spontaneous' variations may take place in a different and quite

independent manner in each individual id. If this were not so no

intervention of personal selection would be possible, natural selection

would not exist, and the adaptation of the organism from the single

' See end of chap, xxxiii.
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cell up to the whole would remain wholly unexplained. The whole

crop of spontaneous germ-variations, whenever it ceases to be

' indifferent,' and becomes either ' good ' or ' bad,' comes under the

shears of personal selection and under its almost sovereign sway.

On the other hand, the sudden first appearance of a saltatory

variation takes place quite independently of personal selection,

depending on similar variations in a number of ids, which remain

latent until they have by the process of reducing division which

precedes amphimixis, chanced to attain a majoiity. In sudden bud-

variations we may perhaps suppose that reducing division occurring

in some still unverified abnormal manner is the reason why the

germinal variation suddenly makes itself visible—a supposition pre-

viously suggested as the explanation of the reversion of these sports.

The rarity of bud-variation is thus explained, while the greater

frequency of saltatory variations in plants propagated by seed may
be accounted for by the regular occurrence of reducing division

in sexual reproduction. But that the same or similar variations

may occur in several, it may be in many, ids at the same time must

depend upon similar general influences which affect the plant as

a whole, as happens through cultivation, manuring, and so on. I shall

return to this when discussing the influence of the environment.

In some quarters this whole conception of germinal selection has

been characterized as the merest figment of imagination, condemned

on this ground alone, that it is based on the differences in nutrition

between such extremely minute quantities of substance as the

chromosomes of nuclear substance within the germ-cell. The quantity

of substance is certainly minute, but it needs nutriment none the

less, and can we believe that the stream of nourishment for all

the invisibly minute vital elements is exactly alike 1 It may be

admitted that the nourishment outside the ids is usualljr abundant,

although undoubtedly fluctuations occur in it also, but it certainly

does not follow from this that every vital unit within the id is

similarly disposed in relation to the nutritive supply, or has food

in equal quantities at its command, or even that each has as much
as it can ever need. To make an assertion like this seems to me
much the same as if an inhabitant of the moon, lookincf at this earth

through an excellent telescope and clearly descrying the city of

Berlin with its thronging crowds and its railways bringing in the

necessaries of life from every side, should conclude from this abundant

provision that the greatest superfluity prevailed within the town,

and that every one of its inhabitants had as much to live iipon

as he could possibly require.
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We certainly ought not to conclude from the fact that we
cannot see into the structure and requirements and methods of

nutrition of a very minute mass of substance that its nutrition

cannot be unequal, and that it cannot, by its inequalities, give rise

to very material differences, especially wlien we are dealing with

a substance to which we must attribute an extraordinarily complex

organization built up of enormous numbers of extremely minute

particles. That this complexity is undeniable is now admitted by
many who formerly thought it possible to believe in the simple

structure of the germ-substance. How complex not only the germ-

substance but every cell of a higher organism is in its structure,

and how far below the limits of visibility its differentiations and

arrangements reach, is pressed upon our attention by the most recent

histological researches, such as those we owe to Heidenhain, Boveri,

and many others. The whole scientific world was amazed when
it came to know the mysterious nuclear spindle in the seventies,

and since then this has been quite thrown into the shade by the

discovery of the centrosphere, the centrosome, and more recently

even the centriole. and now we believe that these marvellous centres

of force may, or must, possess their own dividing apparatus! In

the face of discoveries like these no one is likely to be able to persist

in recognizing as existing only what is disclosed or even hinted at by

the most powerful lenses ; no one can any longer doubt that far below

the limit of \'isibility organization is still at the basis of life, and that

it is dominated by orderly forces. To me, at least, it seems more

cogent to argue from the phenomena of heredity and variation to

an enormous mass of minute vital units crowded together in the

narrow space of the id, than to argue from the calculated size of

atoms and molecules to the number which we are justified in assuming

to be present in an id. In my book on the germ-plasm I made

a calculation of this kind, and I arrived at figures which seemed

rather too small for the requirements of the germ-plasm theory.

This has been regarded as a proof that I disregard the facts for

the sake of my theory, but it should rather be asked whether the

size of the atoms and molecules is a fact, and not rather the very

questionable result of an uncertain method of calculation. Un-

doubtedly modern chemistry has established the relative weight-

proportions of the atoms and molecules with admirable precision,

but it can make only very uncertain statements in regard to the

absolute size of the ultimate particles. It is therefore admissible

to assume that these have a still greater degree of minuteness when

the facts in another domain of science require this.
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We mud assume determinants, and consequently the germ-plasm

must have room for these; the variations of species can only be

explained through variations of the germ-plasm, for these alone give

rise to hereditary variation. It is upon this foundation that my
germinal selection is built up ; whether I have in the main reached

the truth the future will show : but that I have not exhausted this

new domain, but only opened it up, I am very well aware.
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LECTUEE XXVII

THE BIOGENETIC LAW

Fritz Muller's ideas—Development of the Crustaceans—Of the Daphnidae—Of

Sacculina—Of parasitic Copepods—Larvse of the higher Crustaceans—Change of

phyletic stages in Ontogeny—Haeckel's Fundamental Biogenetic Law—Palingenesis and
Coenogenesis—Variation of phyletic forms by interpolation in a lengthened Ontogeny

—Justification of deductions from Ontogeny to Phylogeny—Wilrtemberger's series

of Ammonites—Phylogeny of the markings in the caterpillars of the Sphingidiie

—

Condensation of Phylogeny in Ontogeny—Example from the Crustaceans—Disappear-

ance of useless parts—^The variation of homologous parts, according to Emery—Germ-

plasmic correlations—Harmony vrith the theory of determinants—Multiplication of the

determinants in the course of the phylogeny.

What I propose to discuss in this lecture should have been

considered at an earlier stage, if we had pledged ourselves to adhere

strictly to the historical sequence of scientific discovery, for the

phenomena which we are about to deal with attained recognition

shortly after the revival of the evolution idea, and indeed they

formed the first important discovery which was made on the basis

of the Darwinian Doctrine of Descent. I have introduced them at

this stage because they have to do with phenomena of inheritance

and modifications of these, the understanding of which—in as far

as we can as yet speak of understanding at all—is only possible

on the basis of a theory of inheritance. Therefore, in order to

examine these phenomena and their causes, it was necessary first

to submit a theory of heredity, as I have done in the germ-plasm

theory. We have to treat of the connexion between the development

of many-celled individuals and the evolution of the species, between

germinal history and racial history, or, as we say with Haeckel,

between ontogeny and phylogeny.

Long before Darwin's day individual naturalists had observed

that certain stages in the development of the higher vertebrates, such

as birds and mammals, showed a likeness to fishes, and they had spoken

of a fish-like stage of the bird-embryo. The ' Natural Philosophers
'

of the beginning of the nineteenth century, Oken, Treviranus, Meckel,

and others, had, on the basis of the transmutation theory of the time,

gone much further, and had professed to recognize in the embryonic

history of Man, for example, a repetition of the difierent animal
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stages, from polyp and worm up to insect and mollusc. But von Baer

afterwards showed that such resemblances are never between different

types, but only between representatives of the same general type,

e. g. that of Vertebrata ; and Johannes Mliller maintained, from the

standpoint of'the old Creation theory, that an ' expression of the most

general and simple plan of the Vertebrates ' recurred in the develop-

ment of higher Vertebrates, giving as an instance that, at a certain

stage of embryogenesis, even in Man, gill-arches were laid down and

were subsequently absorbed. But why this ' plan ' should have been

carried out where it was afterwards to be departed from remained

quite unintelligible.

An answer to this question only became possible with the revival

of the. Theory of Descent, and the first to throw light in this direction

was Fritz Miiller, who, in his work Filr Dariuin, published in 1864,

interpreted the developmental history of the individual, ' the ontogeny,'

as a shortened and simplified repetition, a recapitulation, so to speak,

of the racial history of the species, the ' phylogeny.' But at the same

time he recognized quite clearly—what indeed was plain to all eyes

—

that the ' racial history ' cannot be simply read out of the ' germinal

history,' but that the phylogeny is often ' blurred,' on the one hand

by the fusing and shortening of its stages, since development is

always ' striking out ' a more direct course from the egg to the perfect

animal, while, on the other hand, it is frequently ' falsified ' by the

struggle for existence which the free-living larvee have to maintain.

For the establishment of these views Fritz Miiller relied chiefly

upon larvge, and in particular upon those of Crustaceans, and the

facts, which were in part new and in part interpreted in a new
manner, were so striking that it was impossible to deny their

importance. In particular, he drew attention to the fact that in

several of the lower orders of Crustaceans the most diverse species

have a similar form when they leave the egg, all of them being small,

unsegmented larvsg, with a frontal eye and a helmet-like upper lip^

and with three pairs of appendages, the two posterior pairs being two-

branched swimming-legs beset with bristles. In the size and form

of the body, and especially of the chitinous carapace, these larvae

differ in the various systematic groups ; thus, for instance, the larvae

of the Copepods are simply oval, while those of the Cirrhipedes are

produced anteriorly into two horn-like processes, and so on, but in

essentials they are all alike, and for a long time these larval forms
had been distinguished by the special name of ' Nauplius ' (Fig. 109).

The development of the perfect animal begins with the longitu- ,

dinal growth of the Nauplius ; the posterior end lengthens and
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becomes segmented, between the anterior portion and the tail more
segments are interpolated, and on these new pairs of limbs may grow.
The number of these segments and limbs varies according to the group
to which the animal belongs. Thus the body of the perfect animal in

the little Cyprids always consists of eight segments, seven of which
bear a pair of limbs apiece ; in the Branchiopods, on the other hand, the

number of segments varies from twenty to sixty, with ten to over
forty pairs of legs ; in the Daphnids or water-fleas there are about ten

segments, with seven to ten pairs of lilnbs, and in the Copepods about
seventeen segments with eleven pairs of limbs. The difference

between the orders depends not only upon the differences in the

number of segments and limbs, but quite as much upon the form and
development of the segments, and above all of the limbs, and in this

Fig. io8. Nauplius larva of one of the lower Crustaceans. After Fritz
MiiUer. Au, the frontal eye ; J, first pair of limbs, corresponding to the future
antennae ; II and III, two biramose swimming appendages.

connexion it is worthy of note that the additional limbs which grow
out usually appear at fiTsi_as_J3iraniose__swimmiag-legs, and are

subsequently modified in form. Thus the pairs of jaws, three in

number, which appear in the Copepods are developed from such

swimming-legs, and so also is the second pair of antennae in the

Copepods and the jaws of the Branchiopods, Cirrhipedes, &c. '

If thert we have before us in the ' germinal history ' ( ontogeny

)

a fairly precise repetition of the ' racial history ' (phylogeny), we may
deduce from this that the primitive forms of the Crustacean race

were animals which consisted of few segments, and that from these,

in the course of the earth's history, the very diverse modern groups

of Crustaceans have arisen, by the addition of new segments, and the

adaptation of the limbs upon them, which were at first biramose

II. M
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swimming-legs, to different kinds of functions, one becoming an

antenna, another a jaw or a swimming-arm, a third, fourth, fifth, and

so on, a jumping-leg, a copulatory organ, an egg-bearer, a gill-bearer,

or a tail-fin.

That the development has in general followed those lines is made

clear chiefly by the fact that the members of all these different orders

of Crustaceans still arise from nauplius larvse, even in those cases in

which the perfect animal possesses a structure differing widely from

the usual Crustacean form. All Crustaceans arise from the nauplius

Pig. 109. Metamorphosis of one of the higher Crustacea, a Shrimp
(Peneus potimirim), after Fritz Miiller. A, the nauplius lai-va with the three
pairs of appendages : I, the antennae ; II and III, tlie biramose swimming-
feet. Au, the single eye. B, first Zosea stage, with six pairs of appendages
{I-VI). Skn, area where new segments are being formed.

form, even those of the higher orders, though they may not arise from

a nauplius larva. But this very circumstance, that in most of the

higher and many of the lower Crustaceans, the young animal, when
it emerges from the egg, already possesses more numerous segments

and limbs than a nauplius larva, again points to the connexion

between phylogeny and ontogeny, for in these cases the nauplius

stage is gone through within the ovum. The whole difference between
this and the forms we considered first lies in the fact that, in the

latter, the development is greatly shortened, condensed, as we might
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say, so that the nauplius stage forms a part of the embryonic develop-

ment, and that new segments and limbs develop in the embryo

nauplius within the egg, so that

the young animal leaves the egg-

in a more advanced state, nearer

to that of the perfect animal, to

which it can, therefore, attain in

a shorter time.

We should expect that this

shortening of the larval period

would be associated with a pro-

longation of embryogenesis, es-

pecially in those Crustaceans

which possess a large number of

segments and limbs, that is—in

the higher forms—and in the

main this is the case. But there

are exceptions in two directions

;

in the first place there are some,

even among the lower Crusta-

ceans, which leave the egg not

as a nauplius but in the perfect

form of the adult, and secondly,

there are, among the higher

Crustaceans,certainspecieswhich

emerge from the egg not in the

more mature form but still in the

primitive nauplius form. Fritz

Miiller was the first to furnish

an example of this last case, a

Brazilian shrimp, Peneus po-

timlrim. Like the lowest

Copepods or Branchiopods, this

species, which belongs to the

highest order of Crustaceans,

goes through the whole long

development, from the nauplius

through a series of higher larval

forms up to the perfect animal,

and all outside of the egg, as

an independent free-swimming larva (Fig. 1 09, A-E). This is in sharp

contrast to its near relative, the freshwater crayfish, which goes

M 2

Fig. 109. C, second Zoaea stage. The
thorax is now divided into cephalothorax
(Cph) and abdomen {Abd) ; seven pairs of

appendages are developed, and iive more
{VIII-XII) are beginning to appear. Av,
paired eyes.
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through this whole development within the egg, and emerges

perfectljr formed.

We see from this example that it i^jio^some inward necessity
whichthus, in the higher and more complicated organism, contracts

the ontogeny into the embryonic state, but that this depends upon

external adaptive factors. Here again we have adaptation, mainly to

FiGi. 109. D, Mysis-stiige. Thirteen pjiirs of appendages are now formed :

/ and II, antennse ; III, mandibles ; IV and Y, maxillae ; VI-XIII, swimming
appendages with one branch or with two. AM, abdonien. SJl, tail-fin.

E, the fully-formed Shi-imp, with thirteen pairs of appendages on the
cephalothorax (Cph) ; I and II, the two pairs of antennas ; then follow the
maxillaj and maxillipedes (IIl-VIII), the last of which is visible in the figure,

and the five pairs of walking-legs (JX-XJiZ) of which the third bears a long
chela. On the abdomen there are now six pairs of appendages {J^IV-XIX).

the_conditions_ofJaxYaLlife. The elimination of the larvae by enemies,

for instance, will, other things being equal, be so much the more

incisive the longer the larval development is protracted, but in that

case the general ratio of elimination of the species, and the degree of

fertility the species must possess in order to hold its own in the

struggle for existence, will also play a part in determining the mode
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of development. For the higher the ratio of elimination tlie more
eggs the female must produce, and the more eggs that have to be

produced the smaller will be the quantity of nutritive material for the

building up of the young embryo which each egg can be furnished

with. I know of no records in regard to the eggs of that Brazilian

shrimp in which embryonic development ends with the nauplius

stage, but we shall certainly not be wrong in predicting that the eggs

in this case will be very small and very numerous, in contrast to

those of the freshwater crayfish, which are large and, as compared

with others known to us, not very numerous.

It is a point of undeniable theoretical significance which the life-

histories of these Crustaceans disclose, that embryogenesis is not con-

densed according to hidden internal laws when the structure increases

in complexity, but that the condensation of the ontogenetic stages

depends upon adaptation, and may be quite different in nearly related

species^ .It shows us anew that all biological occurrences are dominated

by the process of selection.

I have alreadymentioned that exceptions to the usual mode of

development occur even among the lowei' Crustaceans, and I was

thinking at the time of the Daphnids, which leave the egg as fully

formed little animals, already equipped with all their segments and

limbs. The nauplius stage is passed through in the egg, and it is

an interesting indication that the ancestors of the modern species

were in the way of moulting, that this embryo nauplius moults within

the egg by forming a fine cuticle which is shed after a time.

If it be asked why there should be direct development in the case of

these small and not very complex water-fleas, while related species,

the Branchiopods, which are much richer in segments and in limbs,

should emerge from the egg in the form of a nauplius, and then pass

through a longer larval period, we may answer that the reason

probably lies in the fact that, in the former case, very few eggs ai-e

produced, sometimes only one, often two, seldom more than a dozen,

that these eggs can thus be relatively well equipped with yolk,

and that the formation of the little body which bears only from

seven to nine pairs of limbs can be easily completed within this egg.

Other things being equal, the direct development would always be an

advantage, because reproduction can begin sooner in the young genera-

tion and the number of individuals will thus increase more rapidly.

And this is of particular importance in the case of the water-fleas.

But if it be asked, further, why so few eggs are produced in this

case, and whether these animals have no enemies, we must answer that,

on the contrary, they are preyed upon and eaten in thousands by
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fishes and other freshwater aniinals, but that the drawback of the scanty

production of eggsJs_counteracted on the one hand by theirJiabit of

reproduciBg parthenogenetically for^thTgreateFpart oFffiej^ear.and

on the other hand by theirlTabrt.of concealing the eggs in a .special

brood-chaniber. This is the case not only in the sunnner eggs, to

which nourishment is conveyed in the brood-

chamber from the blood of the mother (Fig.

70), but also in the wintei' or ' lasting ' eggs,

which recei\e within the chamber a pro-

tecting covering (the shell or ephippium).

In almost all the Daphnids the winter egg

develops into a perfect animal just like that

to which the sunnner egg gives rise, although

it no longer recei\eH any nourishment after it

passes into the brood-chamber. But it receives

a larger supply of yolk on this account, so

that the nutritive provision within the egg is sufficient to develop the

perfect animal. There is only one exception to this, and it is of special

theoretical interest, because it shows more plainly than any other

fact that the greater or less degree of condensation in the ontogeny

depends upon the combined effect of the external conditions of life.

Fig. 70 (repeated). Daph-
nella. .4, summer ovum, with
an oil-globule (Oe). B, winter
ovum.

Flu. no. The largest of the Daphnids {Leptodora hyuUmi), with summer
ova {Ei) beneath the shell {Sch). 1-IX, the appendages. 11, the oars (second

antennte) which always remain biramose in Daphnids. sb, seta?, ov, ovaries.

Schl, oesophagus. Ma, stomach, a, anus. H, heart. Au, eye. nO, natural size.

The largest of the Daphnidse, Leptodora hyalina, a beautifully

transparent inhabitant of our lakes, which measures about a centi-

metre in length (Fig. no), also emerges from the summer egg as a perfect

animal, but from the winter egg, which floats freely in the water and

ha.ji only a small provision of yolk, it emerges as a nauplius, which
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tlien undergoes larval metamorpliosis before it becomes a perfect

aiiimal (Fig. iii).

Fritz Miiller concluded from the repetition of the nauplius form

in all orders of Crustaceans that the primitive form of the Crustacean

must have been a nauplius, and that from it all the modern Crustacean^

must have evolved phyleticallj' bj' the addition of segments varying in

nuniber and differentiation. Xow, however, it is doubted whether

there ever were nauplioid types capable of reproduction. But even if

the nauplii only represent ivkat have been the larval lorms from very

early times, they are equally important in illustrating the relations

between ontogeny and phylogeny ; the.y at any rate represent the

primitive pre-cambrian larval form from which all modem Crustaceaiis

are derived. This is borne out not only by the facts to which we have

already "referred, but also by those Crustacean-groups which have

diverged far from the usual Crustacean habit and type.

Thus the sessile Cirrhipedes, with their mollusc-like shells, their

soft, unsegmented bodies, degenerate

heads, and their twelve ^dbratile food-

wafting limbs, emerge from the egg as

nauplius larvae. But the remarkable

parasites on the shore-crabs and the
,

hermit-crab deviate much further from /|K

the t^-pe of the rest of the Crustaceans, ' f \
'

for they hang like a sac or formless
,., », ii_ T_j Fig. III. Nauplius larva from the

sausage-hke soft mass to the abdomen ^i^ter egg of LepMora hyalina ; after

of their host, growing into it liy Sars-

tine, pale, root-like threads, through

which they suck up the blood of their hosts (Fig. 112, C. Sacc). They

possess neither head, nor thorax, nor abdomen, not even an indication

of segmentation, no limbs of any kind, neither antennae, nor mouth

parts, nor swimming-legs. Xevnrtheless they are Crustaceans ; indeed,

we can say with certainty that they belong to the order of Cirrhi-

pedes, for they leave the egg in the form of a nauplius larva (A),

with ' horns ' on their carapace which no other fonns except them-

selves and the Cirrhipedes possess. That they are of the same stock

as these is also proved by their further development, for the nauplius

grows first, just as in the case of the Cirrhipedes proper, into a ' Cypris-

like larva ' (-B), so called because it bears a certain resemblance to the

Ostracods of the genus Cj^pris, and only from this point do their paths

of development diverge. The Cypris-like larva of the true Cirrhipedes

settles down somewhere, attached by its antennae ; it gi-ows, and its

body becomes that of the perfect Cirrhipede; but the Cypris-like
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larva of the Sacculinee bores its way into the inside of a crab or

hermit-crab, at the same time losing its limbs, segmentation, and its

chitinous covering ; and within the body of its host it is transformed

into the sac-like organism we have already described. After a time it

emerges again on the surface, and remains attached to the abdomen of

its host (Fig. 112, G. Sacc), drawing its nourishment from the blood

which it sucks up by means of its numerous delicate roots
(
W, W).

From all this we may conclude that certain Cirrhipedes in times

long past adopted a parasitic habit in the Cypris-larva stage, and that

they gradually underwent adaptations to this mode of life, and that

these went further and further, until the animal was transformed

Fig. 112. Development of the parasitic Crustaceiin SaceuUna carcini, after

Delage. ^i, Nauplius stage. ^«, eye. 7, IJ, ilZ, the three pairs of appendages.

B, Cypris-stage. VI-XI, the swimming appendages. C, mature animal (Sacc),

attached to its host, the shore-crab (Carcinus mcenas), with a feltwork of fine

root-processes enveloping the crab's viscera, s, stalk. Sacc, body of the

parasite, oe, aperture of the brood-cavity. Abd, abdomen of the crab with
the anus (a)

into the singular creature which we now see in the sexually mature

form

The same is the case with the numerous fish-parasites of the

order Copepoda. They all leave the egg as nauplius larvee, however

greatly they may be modified later on by adaptation to a parasitic

habit, and in them we can still observe, in the fully developed

animals, a whole series of grades of transformation. Thus many
genera, like Ergasilus, are distinguished from the free-swimming

Copepods only by the modification of their jaws into piercing and

sucking organs, and of a single pair of antennae into hooks, by means

of which they attach themselves to the fish on which they feed. In

other genera the degeneration and modification go further; the

antennae, the eye, and the appendages degenerate more or less, and
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very remarkable attaching organs are sometimes developed, in the

form of hooks or of knobbed pincers, or of actual suckers. In several

types the degeneration and modification go so far that the segmen-

tation of the body disappears, and the animal looks more like an

intestinal worm than like a Crustacean [Leritaiocera and others). In

all these forms adapted to a parasitic mode of life it is always only

the mature animal which has been transformed in this manner, for

previously it has gone through a series of stages which are quite

similar to those of the free-swimming Copepods, beginning with the

nauplius, and ending with the so-called Cj'clops stage, that is, a larval

form which possesses antennte, eyes, and swimming-legs similar to our

freshwater Copepods of the genus Cyclops.

Here again we see in the ontogeny the repetition of a series of

phyletic stages before the mature form is assumed. Why these

stages should have persisted it is easy enough to vmderstand, for how
could an animal which emerged from the egg as a worm-shaped

Zernaocera find a fresh fish which would serve it as host '? Yet these

parasites could not possibly go on preying upon the same fish genera-

tion after generation. To secure the existence of the species it was

therefore indispensable that the facultj- of swimmiag should be

retained at least in the young stages ; in other words, that the free-

swimming ancestral stages should be preserved in the ontogeny. In

all these cases it is therefore beyond doubt that the germinal history

recapitulates a series of stages comparable to those of the racial

historj-, although not quite unchanged but adapted to the modem
conditions of life, for instance in having shorter antenna, smaller

eves, and with four instead of the usual five swimming-legs. The

search for a host does not seem to last long, for fishes are usually

found in large numbers together, and thus the yoimg parasitic

Crustacean does not require to make a long journey before it finds

a refuge.

It is noteworthy that the males of parasitic Crustaceans are not

only much smaller than the females (Fig. 113), but that they are also

much less modified, and resemble the ancestral free-swimming

Copepods to a much greater degree. They usually possess small Inut

well- developed swimming-legs, and by means of these they seek out

the female, dying after fertilization is accomplished. They are thus

not sessile parasites at all, and have therefore to go through the

stages of the free-swimming Copepods much more completely than

the females, whose task is to accumulate within themselves from the

blood of the fish as much material as possible for the forming of the

eggs, and to produce the largest possible number of these. These
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tlu'vororo greatly surjiass tlio IVoo-Hwininiin";- 1\)1)o|hii1,s in rcrdilit y, as

is ovldi'uc'cd by the eiuinuous I'o'n'-sacs they hear at the posterior end

ol' the body (Fig', i 13. ci).

E\eu aiuoiio' tlie liij^her C'rustacetius, I lie so-called Malaeoslraea,

the genuinal history not ild'reinieiitly exhibits move or less of the

raeial history in distinet recapitulation.

Tt is tnie lio\ve\er. as we ha\e already shown, that there are only

a I'ew ol' the hieju'r (^ iistaceans which t'nu>ri;'e

IVoni the eoo' in tlie form of a nanplins ; in

most of them this sta|;'e has been shnnted back-

wards in the ontoj^eny, and most of the era.l)s

and hernnt -crabs leaxc the I'j^'j;' in a hiffhor larval

form, that of tlie so-caJl(>d Zoavi (I'^ii;'. iH,)- 'I'his

term is applied to a lar\a which already exhibits

two main dixisions of the body, a. head a.nd

thorax portion (cephalothorax, Cjili) and an

abdomen (alid). The cephalothorax is frecpiently

cquippcnl with remarkable lony- s|)ines (.s/), and

it always bears from li\'e to eight pairs ol' lindis,

anteriorly tlio antennai (7 and //), then the

mandibles (//./), fnrtJier back swinnning-legs^ / T,

I'), and behind these can be recoo-ni/,eil the

primordia of the other legs (VrXUT), which

will grow freely out later on. Large facetted

and stalkinl eyes (An) a-re bornci on the head.

This Zoaia form is not now found as a mature

C'rusl-a.cea-n foi'iu, so wc cannot maintain with

any coniidt'iice that it lived as a maluie animal

»i an earlier period of the earth's history, but

a.l form of tlie

113. Tlui (nvi>

Hoxos of thci parnsitiu

Crustacean I'liimiiramn-

tlius gibbosux, oiilarK<'il

about six times ; aitor

C'liuis. 'I'Ik- main Hgun'
is Hull ol' tlio fi'iu:ili\

wliuM(\ body l)onrs(iniiint

blunt pi-ocossoH. At Its ^ Hecoiid still more wmiplex larval lorm (

gonital apei'ture (J) n , . , , , ,
. , ,.

dwarf mule is situated, luglmr ( rustaceaiis is pn>ser\'ed lor us 111 a group
i^andJ" thotwopairs ^c j,„^,,i,„, {1,.u,Mtaceaii,s, tlu^ Schi/,o|)ods. These
or appondaKi'S. «, tlio

_
' i

long ogg-.sacs, poiiions are ( Iriistaceaiis which, though small, ap])roac.ii
of which liavo liccn (^it •

1 1 ! 1 1 1^ 1

off in the n-nin' ^^ external appearance our Iresbwater craynsli,

only they luive, instca,d of the t-en walking-legs,

biramose awimmiug-legs, by means of which th(\y move freely in the

water. The number of these braiiclied legs is (ixeii greater than leu,

thi^re are sixteen of them (Fig. 109 l>, p. 164, Vl-XIII). in the

aiiuaria of the Zoological Sta,tioii at Naples om^ may often s<'e these.

dainty little creatures swimming about in large companies. Here

they are of interest to us cliietly liecause their .structure ocuMirs

in the ontogeny of the higheist Crustaceans, the Decapods; that is,
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the pliyletic stage represented by the Sehizopods appears as an

ontogenetic stage, just before the final metamorphosis of the larva

to the perfect animal. This is the ease in most of the marine

Decapods, in those forms wliich do not go through the whole course

of their development within the egg, but emerge as Zosea larvae,

or e\-en, as in Peneua potimirim, as nauplii. In the last-named

species (Fig. 109) the ontogeny contains at least three stages which

must have lived, perhaps not as mature forms, but as primitive larval

forms, for unthinkable ages—the stage of the nauplus (Fig. 109 A),

that of the Zorea (Fig. 109 B and C), and that of the Schizopod

(Fig. 109, D) ; from this la.st the fully

developed Decapod Crustacean arises

(Fig. 109, E).

We are, therefore, justified in

saying that here the racial evolution

is recapitulated in the individual de-

velopment, although condensed and

shortened in pi-oportion as more numer-

ous stages of the pliyletic development

are gone through within the egg, for

there the different stages can succeed

each other more rapidly and directly

than in a metamorphosis of the free-

swimming larvw, since these must
10,,,. i,^. Zo«.a-larva of a Grab,

procure their own material for their f^ftei- R. Hertwig. i-v, the already

j; n .1 . functional anterior appendages

—

further growth and their metamor- antenn£e,m.<indibles,andswimming-

phosis, while the yolk of the egg '«s^; .^^--s-J^-T, rudiments ot-^the
^ / _

*'
_ _

='' posterior appendages 01 the cepnalo-

supplies a store of material which is thorax {Cpk). Ahd, the abdomen.

sufficient for the production of a whole ^; ^^Crt."^
^^' "'™^''''' ^''' '^''

series of successive stages.

For this reason it inevitably resulted that the sharply defined

characters of the phyletic stages were more and more lost as

soon as they were transferred from larval stages to stages in

embryogenesis. For, in the first place, these sharply defined charac-

ters, such as the spines of the Zosea larva, or the swimming bristles of

the ' oars,' or the shape of thorax or abdomen characteristic of certain

species, are adapted to a free life, and would be valueless in an

embryonic stage ; and secondly, in the transference of the free larval

stages to embryonic development the greatest possible condensation

and abbreviation of the stages must have been striven for, which

could only come about by a continual mutual adaptation of the

embryonic parts to one another, involving the suppression of every-
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thing superfluous. Otherwise the transference of the free stages to

the embryogenesis would have brought no advantage, but rather

a most prejudicial protracting of the development.

We must not, therefore, expect to find the stages of the

phylogeny occurring unaltered in every ontogeny in the way we have

found the nauplius, Zo^a, or Mysis stages in the larval development of

the Decapods. I have noticed already that in the water-fleas

(Daphnidge) and other Crustaceans without metamorphosis the

nauplius stage is still passed through, but within the egg, and as an

embryonic stage, and this is quite true, but nevertheless it would

hardly do to liberate a nauplius like this from its shell and place it in

the water, for the influence of the water upon the delicate embryonic

cells of its body would soon cause it to swell, and would destroy

it utterly. And, even apart from this, it has no hard and resistant

chitinous covering, no fully-developed appendages, but only the

stump-like blunt beginnings of these without swimming-bristles and

without muscles capable of function, so that it could not even move.

Nevertheless it is a nauplius with all its typical distinctive characters,

only it is not a perfect nauplius capable of life, but rather a ' schema

'

of one, which must b& retained in the embryogenesis that it may give

rise to the later stages.

Shall we therefore say that the statement that phylogeny

repeats itself in ontogeny is false, that the nauplius stage within the

embryo is not a true nauplius at all ? That would be pushing pre-

cision beyond reasonable limits, and would obscure our insight into

the causal connexion between phylogeny and ontogeny, which, as we
have seen, undoubtedly exists.

A few years after the appearance of Fritz Miiller's work Filr

Darwin, Haeckel elaborated Miiller's idea, and applied it in a much
more comprehensive manner. He formulated it under the name of

' the fundamental biogenetic law,' and then he used this ' law ' to

deduce from the ontogeny of animals, and more particularly of Man,

the paths of evolution along which our modern species have passed in

the course of the earth's history. In doing so the greatest caution

was necessary, since ontogeny is not an actual unaltered recapitulation

of the phylogeny, but an ' abridged ' and in most cases-—in my own
belief, in all cases

—

a greatly modified recapitulation. Therefore we
cannot simply accept each ontogenetic stage as an ancestral stage, but

must take into consideration all the facts supplied to us by other

departments of biological inquiry which afford help in the decision of

such questions, especially those brought to light by comparative

morphology and by the whole range of comparative embryology.
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Haeckel was quite well aware of this difficulty, and repeatedly-

emphasized it by laying stress on the fact that a ' blurring ' of the

phyletic stages of development had arisen through the abridgement of

the phylogeny in the ontogeny, and a ' falsification ' of it through the

secondary adaptation of individual ontogenetic stages to new con-

ditions of life. He therefore distinguished between 'Palingenesis,

that is, simple though abridged repetition of the ancestral history, and
' Coenogenesis,' that is, modification of the racial history by later

adaptation of a few or many stages to new conditions of life. As an

example of coenogenetic modification, I may cite the pupae of butter-

flies. Since these can neither feed nor move from one spot, they can

at no time have been mature forms, and cannot, therefore, represent

independent ancestors of our modern Lepidoptera ; they have

originated through the constantly increasing difference between the

structure of the caterpillar and that of the moth or butterfly.

Originally, that is, among the oldest flying insects, the mature animal

could be gradually prepared within the larva as it grew, so that flnally

nothing was necessary but a single moult to set free the wings,

which had in the meantime been growing underneath the skin, and to

allow the perfect insect to emerge, complete in all its parts. This is

the case even now with the grasshoppers and crickets. In these

forms the larval mode of life differs very little, if at all, from that of

the perfect insect, and the main difference between the two is the

absence of wings in the larva. But when the perfect insect adapted

itself to conditions of life quite different from the larval conditions, as

was the case with the nectar-sucking bees and butterflies adapted

entirely for flight, while the larvae were still adapted exclusively to an

abundant diet of leaves and other parts of plants, and to a very

inactive life upon plants, the two stages of development ultimately

diverged so widely in structure that the transition from one to the

other could no longer be made at a single moulting, and a period of

rest had to be interpolated, in order that the transformation of the

body could take place. In this way arose the stage of the resting and

fasting pupa, a 'coenogenetic' modification of the last larval stage,

not a recapitulation of an ancestral form, but a stage which has

been interpolated, or better, has ' interpolated itself ' into the ontogeny

on account of the widely different adaptations of the early and the

final stages.

This is a perfectly clear idea, and Haeckel's distinction between

palingenesis and coenogenesis is undoubtedly justified.

But it is quite a different matter to be able to decide whether

a particular stage or organ has arisen palingenetically or coenogeneti-
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cally with the same certainty as in the case of the insect-pupa, or

even with any degree of probability, and we must admit that in very

many cases, perhaps even in most cases, it is impossible. This is so

chiefly because pure palingenesis is hardly likely to occur now ; the

ancestral stages were bound to be modified in any case if they were to

be compressed into the ever-shortening ontogeny of later descendants,

and particularly so if they were to be shunted back into embryo-

genesis. In the latter case they would not only be materially

shortened, and, as I have already shown, modified by the mutual

adaptations of the different developing parts, but time-displacements

of embryonic parts and organs would be necessary, as has been very

clearly proved by the excellent recent investigations, which we owe in

particular to Oppel, Mehnert, and Keibel. A shunting forward or

backward of the individual organs takes place—conditioned appar-

ently by the decreasing or increasing importance of the organ in the

finished state ; for in the course of the phylogeny everything may vary,

and not only may a new, somewhat modified, and often more complex

stage be added on at the end of the ontogeny, but each one of the

preceding stages may vary independently, whenever this is required

by a change in its relations to the other stages or organs. Adaptation

is effected at every stage and for every part by the process of selection,

for all parts of the same rank are ceaselessly struggling with one

another, from the lowest vital units, the biophors, up to the highest,

the persons. If we reflect that, in the course of the phylogeny of

every series of species, a number of organs always become superfluous

and begin to disappear in consequence, we can understand what great

changes must take place gradually as such a series of phyletic stages

is compressed into the ontogeny, for all organs which are no longer

used are gradually shifted further and further back in the ontogeny

till ultimately they disappear from it altogether. But, while the

primary constituents of these ' vestiges ' play their part in ontogeny

for a shorter and shorter time, new acquisitions are being more and

more highly developed, and thus, in the course of the phylogeny,

numerous time-displacements of the parts and organs in ontogeny

must result, so that ultimately it is impossible to compare a particular

stage in the embryogenesis of a species with a particular ancestral

form. Only the stages of individual organs can he thus compared
and parallelized.

But we must not on that account ' empty out the child with the

bath,' and conclude that there is no such thing as a ' biogenetic law

'

or recapitulation of the phylogeny in the ontogeny. Not only is there

such a recapitulation, but—as F. Miiller and Haeckel have already
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said—ontogeny is nothing but a recapitulation of the phylogeny,

only with innumerable subtractions and interpolations, additions and

displacements of the organ-stages both in time and place. It would

be a great mistake to conclude from the fact of these manifold

alterations that the whole proposition of the recapitulation of the

phylogeny in the ontogeny is erroneous, or at least valueless. If its

only use were to enable us to read the racial history of a species out

of its germinal history, it is intelligible enough that we might be led

to give it up in despair, but I think that the main thing is to get

some insight into the history of the ontogeny, and there can be no

doubt that this can have been built up on no other foundation than

upon the racial history. What is new could only have arisen from

what was already in existence, and everything in ontogeny, not only

the palingenetic stages which still represent in some measure the

facies of fully-formed ancestral stages, but also the ccenogenetic

stages, like the pupa-stage we have already discussed, have arisen

historically, nothing de novo, but all in connexion with what was

already present. But what was first present was in all cases the

stages of the ancestral forms.

It is undoubtedly of the greatest value to be able to penetrate

more and more deeply into embryonic development, and to discover

more precisely the changes that have taken place throughout its

course in the originally existing material of ancestral forms. But

it must not be forgotten that, all transformations notwithstanding,

so much of the racial history is still very plainly indicated in the

germinal history, that this must always remain for us a most important

source from which to draw conclusions in regard to the phyletic

development of any animal group. I admit that these conclusions

have sometimes been drawn with too great confidence, but even if we
cannot regard as well founded Haeckel's view that in the ontogeny;

of Man there are fourteen—diiierent—anceatraL stages recognizable,:

a protist stage, a gastrsea stage, a prochordate, an acranial, a cyclo-j

stome, a fish-stage, and so on, we must recognize that the unicellular

'

stage of ontogeny, with which even now the development of every

human being begins, undoubtedly repeats the facies of an ancestor,

although greatly altered ; for we must be descended from unicellular

organisms. The essential part of this ancestral stage is thus pre-

served in the ontogeny, and only what is special and in some measure

due to chance, that is, to adaptation to special conditions of existence,

has been modified.

It has been supposed that the proposition that phylogeny is

recapitulated in the ontogeny is disproved, because the ontogenetic
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stage must always contain within it the primordia of the later stages

which have been added since the corresponding phylogenetic stage.

It is certain that the egg-cell or the sperm-cell of Man contains,

though in a form not recognizable by us, all the determinants of the

perfect human body, but this neither affects its nature as a cell nor its

particular form as ovum or spermatozoon. It is essentials that are

important in this comparison, not accessories. Neither can I agree

with Hensen's argument when he says that the ' recapitulation-idea

'

is erroneous, because the .actual course of ontogeny is the ' best and

only possible one,' which, apart from previous history altogether,

must of necessity be followed. Certainly the actual course is the

best, and under the given circumstances the only possible one, but

that does not exclude recapitulation, on the contrary it implies it, for

ontogeny could at no time have arisen from a tabula rasa, but only

from what was historically existent.

I do not propose to examine each of Haeekel's ancestral stages

in Man's pedigree, or to estimate the degree of probability with which

they may be deduced from the ontogeny ; but that Man's ancestry

does, in a general way, include such a series of phyletic stages may
be admitted, even if we grant that many of these stages are now
no longer represented in the ontogeny as stages of the developing organ-

ism as a whole, but only by stages of individual organs or group of

organs. Thus it may be disputed whether there is still a fish-stage in

human development, but it cannot be disputed that the rudiments of

' gill-arches ' and ' gill-clefts,' which are peculiar to one stage of

human ontogeny, give us every ground for concluding that we
possessed fish-like ancestors.

As we now know that the history of a given mode of embryo-

genesis has involved numerous time-displacements of the organ-

rudiments, we must attach all the more weight to the developmental

history of the individual parts and characters, in which the phylogeny

can often be read more clearly than in the stages of the organism

as a whole, and we can probably find out important laws in this way.

As far back as 1873 Wiirtemberger investigated the fossil

ammonites with .special reference to this point. He was concerned

even more at that time with finding proofs of the theory of descent

in general, and this was the first case in which any one succeeded

in demonstrating phyletic transformation-series of species, deposited

one above the other in a corresponding series of geological strataj

and connected by transition forms lying between these. In studying

this interesting material, of which many examples were at his disposal,

Wiirtemberger proved that the variations which had taken place
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in the spirally coiled shell in the course of ages appear-ed first on the

last whorl, and then subsequently extended to the one before this,

and thence to the still younger whorls of the shell. Meanwhile the

last whorl not infrequently exhibited another new character. Thus,

for instance, protubeiances on the shell were shifted in the course

of the phylogeny from the last convolution to the second last, and

later to the third last, and so on, while at the same time the last

convolution showed the protuberance changed into spines. In other

words, the new phyletic acquirements first appeared in the mature

animal (in the last-formed whorl or chamber of the shell), but were

subsequently shifted back in the ontogeny to younger stages in

proportion as new transformations of the mature animal appeared.

Thus there was, so to speak, a retraction of the phyletic acquisitions

of the mature animal deeper and deeper into the germinal history

of the species.

About the same time—in the seventies—I obtained similar

results from living species when I was attempting to work out the

ontogeny of the markings on the external skin of the caterpillars

of certain butterflies, and I should like to submit a short account

of these.

In one of the early lectures we discussed the protective and

defensive colours of catei-pillars in general, and those of caterpillars

of the Sphingidte in particular. I showed that those naked cater-

pillars which live on plants among the grass, or on the grass itself,

are often not only green, like fresh grass-stalks, or yellowish-grey,

like dry ones, but all the larger forms also exhibit light, usually

white, longitudinal lines, which, by mimicking the sharp light reflec-

tions on the grass-stems, heighten the protective resemblance.

We also spoke of the light transverse stripes, often marked with

pink or lilac-blue, of many of the large green caterpillars which live

on trees and bushes, and whose likeness to the leaves is heightened

by this imitation 6f the lateral veining of a leaf; and finally we
mentioned the warning coloration indicative of unpleasant or nauseous

taste, among which must be classed not only vivid contrasts of colour,

but also specially conspicuous elements of colour such as light ring-

spots upon a^ dark ground. These difFerenl~colour schemes which

protect the caterpillars from their enemies are usually only to be

found in the adolescent caterpillar, not in the very small one which

has just emerged from the egg, and the development of the'markings

in the individual life clearly shows that the phylogeny of the mark-

ings is more or less obviously contained in the ontogeny.

There are three different schemes of marking which occur in the

II. N
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catorpillarw ot" hawk-moths or Sphin^itlai— longitudinal striping,

ohliqni'ly tran.s\orso striping, and spots. Longitudinal stri}>ing puro

and nnn\ixod is now found only in a low spot'ios, for instance

in the caterpillar of the Miicnnilofitit! ><t<i/((tartnn (Fig. 115), in

which a white longitudinal line, beginning at the tip ol' the tail,

riuis up each side of the body to the head as a 'subdorsal stripe'

(^Ih/). These, with other two similar stripes, I'tlectively seem-e

the fairly large caterjiillar

from discovery when it is

among grass and horhs.

Transverse striping occurs

as the solo mode of marking

--, ^ 1 ,, i,i, ,T , , in species which live on bushes
I'm. 115. OntovpiUnr 01 tlio 1-Iummini; bud ^

Hiiwk-moih, .Udriiijifo.wn.sWWiinim. .^^.^ thosuii- and trees who.se leaves have
dorsal line. . 1 , "T~ • 1 ,strong lateral venis, such as

willows, poplars , oaks, privet, syringa, ancl so on, and thest> markings

associated with tho leaf-green of their colouring jtrotect. them most

ett'ectively from discovery.

The third scheme of marking, namely by spots, ticcurs in varimis

forms in species of the genera Deilc/i/iiht and Chwrovdiii/Hi. and it

varies in its biological signiticance ; in many species the spots ser\e

as a warning colour, by making the caterpillar conapicuoua and easily'

seen from a distance {DeilcphUa galiU Fig. \\')\ in others they

imitate the eyes of a larger animal, and ha\e a 'terrifying' elfect,

as we ha\(> alrea(l\- said (Fit:. 4); in still otlu-r and rarer cases they

heighten the resemblance

of tho caterpillar to its

I'ood-plant by mimicking

parts of it, as, for instance,

the red berries of tho

buckthorn {Dcili-phiht,

hip/>o/)/itirn, I'^'ig. S, (•).

Thus all three modoa
of marking jmssess a biological \a,hie, and ]n-otect tho soft and
easily wounded animal in somo way, and, in the casi' of at least

two of them, it is clear that tlu>y must ha\e arisen at tho very
end of the caterpillar's de\'elopment, since* th(\y can only be ellec-

tivo as tho animal is approaching full size, and would bo \alnelesH

in tho very young caterpillar. Tin* transverse striping only makes
the caicrpillar like a len,f when the strijies bear about the same
reflation to each other as thoso on tho l(>af, and ((ye-spots can only
scare away lizards and birds when they a.re of a certain size. Only

Fig. 3 (ropoiUod). Full-i;i"vvii onti'i-pillm- of llu>

Eyed llawk-motli, SiiHirinllni.-^ oirllaliis. si), Iho nuIi-

ddi'siil ati'ipo.
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longitudinal stripino; is ortoet:ivi> a.s a protoi'tion in tlio onso of yonno;

catovpillai-s.svipposino-, that is, that Miov live in oi- on the i^rass (Fio;. 1 16).

Ijot \is tvusidor the ontOi^eny of those diti'event forn\s of niarkiu£js,

beoinnini;- with the eye-spot.s. It appears that these develop fitnu

a s\ilvdofs;\l stripe, which appeai-s in the yonnj; eaterpillar in the

seoiM\d stai^v of its life, and fwrni it, in the coni-se of the further

developtnettt. two |\ai\"s of lar>;-e eye-spot* aiv formed. Even in the

Fus 4 ^lv}^l\•^t<^^^. FiilUs:t\>\vi> o.^torpillar of tho KK phaut Hawk-motJi,
I'wt-.v.iiwjM ejiy«<»-, in its torrifyinj: attita<1o,'

yotino- eatorpiUav, seaively one eentimetiv in leno-th (Fi>;-. 116), it can

lx> ol^serveii that the tine, white stth-dorsjU line tjtkes a slii:;ht etirve

upwj\i\is on the fonrth and tift.h soij-niems (C). and on t]\e lower edge

of these etirves a blaek line is laid down (/)). This is then ctintinued

to the upper side [K\. juid o-neloses the pieee of the sulvdorsjil stripe

(/"and (rV and thus theiv arises a wltite-centiXKl, blaok-fnvmed spot

which only ivi^niivs to g^\^w and to ditletvntiate a Waokish shadow-

Fi«», S ^^e}waU^^. 0,-»i< rpni.rs of tJjo Bncitliom H.i\vk-mc\tli, TirSfphUa

Ti^aphal^ -1, Sui^v IIL i^\ St.igo Y. r, snmUar fixers,

<vntiv, the pupil ((j), to give the impression of a Lai-ge eye. This

ixvui-* as the caterpillar goes on growing, jmd after tlie foui-th moult

-or ecdysis the eyes have already some etieet, as the animal is six centi-

metiv^; in length, but they becimie even moiv perfivt in the tifth and

last si.age. During this development of the eye-s}x^t the stilv-dorsal

stripe dis.ap}x\ai^^ completely fivfln the gro^uer pai-t of the eaterpillar,

^vrsisting only ^m the tii-si thive segments (V'ig. 116, B-F).
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Wlu'u WO consider tlmt this 8ti'i|H' in (ho littlo oator])illi\i'

a eontiiuotro long, which li\os cm t.l\o ln.ri;o loa\os oi tho \'uu\ or on

the obliqnoly ribhod wilUnv-horli (h'pi/ohiuin hirsiilKDi), is (|uit.i>

without }n'otoctivo viihio, its ooouitouco at that stai;'o can only b(<

rojvardod as a pl\ylotio rouiinisconoo duo to (ho I'aot (hai tho anoi>s(.urs

of tlioso spocios of C/nvrucaiii/xi possossod lonn'ididinaJ s(.ripos in

the adult state, probably bocaiiso at that time (hoy livod on planls

among' tho j^rass, and that, la(or, when tl»o sjiooios oiianj^od thoir

D An

^«b,iii:ti^>lr"

G All

Fin. Ii6. Dovolopiuoiit- (iT l.lio i'y('-.s|iiil,N in llmciiloriiilhii-cil' llin Kl(<|>liiiiit

lln^vk-ninth {(.'Itinocumpit tilimnur). -(, Slii^t' I, Miill \viilii>ul. jiinrkiug, simply
grooii. I!, SliiH'i' II, wit-li Hiili-dnr.sal Hli-ipo (sMV (', mili-ilm-Hiil liiui wiiiinwluil.

liitor, with tlio fli'Mt hint of tho nyn Npol, (^Aii) on wii^-iihimIm .| anil 5. J), nyi'-

spots in Stage III of tlio nitorpillni', winiuwliat fiirllior di'vi'lopoil (ilinn in li,

tho third stngo. F, Stage IV. (?, tlw) nntorior oyo-.spol, at l.iio Hanui xtan'o.

habitat to plants with broad loaves which had arisiMi in (.bo moantinio,

oyt^-spots wi^i'o do.vc^lopcHl in addition to tiio fjrcH^n or brown protective

colouriiifj; which thoy i-otarinod. Thus tho niodorii (i<'\'olopniont of

these Hi)ots niiri-ors thoir phyletic evolution very raithl'ully; on tlio

two Bogmonts ttw.w wcw ronnod, IVoni pic^eos ol' tlio sub-dorsai Vwh',

first white spots ringed round with bhw^k, then unniistakoablo oyos

with pupils {(, 1), G). This transfornuition oaii only liaAc begun in

tho I'airly woll-grown oa-Lorpillar, because it was only of any \iho to it;

but later on it was sluintod lurtlior back in the ontogc^ny, IVom the
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sixth and fifth to the fourth and third caterpillar stage, not in its

complete development, but in more and more incipient form; and

nowadays the first traces of eyes, as we have already seen, are visible

in the course of the second stage. The marking of the jnore remote

ancestors, the longitudinal striping, is now lost in proportion as the

eye-spots develop, perhaps because the former would take away from

the full effect of the latter. The longitudinal stripes are still quite

plainly visible on the first three segments, but these segments are

drawn in and are scarcely noticeable when the caterpillar assumes

a defiant attitude (Fig. 4).

In the case of marking with ring-spots, which is found especially

in species of the genus Deilephila, the ontogeny discloses that it has

developed phyletically from the sub-dorsal stripe ; in the young stage

of this caterpillar also, the

sole marking is longitudinal

striping ; in Deilephila zygo-

phylli, from the steppes of

Southern Russia, this persists

apparently through all the

stages, but in the others it

disappears almost completely

in the later stages, but only

on the segments on which the

spot-marking has developed

from it. This happens in a

manner similartothat inwhich

the eye-spot in Chcarocampa

arises, a piece of the white sub-dorsal stripe is enclosed above and below

by a semicircle of black, and later these semicircles unite, and cut

off the portion of the sub-dorsal line, and form a black spot with a

light centre within which a red spot frequently appears (Fig. 117, J.).

In most species these ring-spots occur on many segments (lo-ia)

(Fig. 117,5), and in cases where they are of importance in making

the caterpillar conspicuous and easily seen they sometimes form

a double row. But we know one species, Deilephila hippophaes, in

which only a single ring-spot exists, and it is a large brick-red spot

on the second last segment, mimicking the red berry of the buckthorn

(Fig. 8, A and B, r). But individuals also occur in which there are,

on the five or six segments in front, smaller ring-spots which become

less distinct the further forwaird they are, and in most caterpillars it

is possible, on careful examination, to recognize little red dots on' the

faded sub-dorsal stripes of these segments (Fig. 8, B). We might be

Fig. 117. Caterpillar of the Bed-straw Hawk-
moth {Deikphila gain). A, Stage IV, sub-dorsal
stripe still distinct, the annular spots are still

incompletely enclosed in it. B, fully-formed
caterpillar without trace of a sub-dorsal stripe,

but with ten annular spots.
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disposed to think, on this account, that the a.ucostovs ol' /). hi/ipopha't'f!

bore rings on all the .seii'nionts, and that these liad gradually lieeuiue

vestigial on the majority oi" them, hecanse tl\ey had lost their earlier

biological importance, and now, by adaptation to the buckthorn, could

only be of use on the second last. But when we take the ontogeny

also into account we find in the young caterpillar only a simple

sub-dorsal line, upon which, in the third stage, the red spot of the

tail-horn segment appears (Fig. S, A).

No spots ever occur on the other segments at this stage ; they

only appear in the last stage, but as they may be entirely wanting,

they must have aiisen as the result of internal la\\s ol' correlation,

that is, they must be I'ecapitulations of the hindmost spots which

arose in the phylogcny through natural selection. We may conclude

Fill. 1 18. Two st.iiyos ill the lifo-liisloiy ol'l ho Spurge Ilinvk-motli (Deiluphila

eiiplmiiiiif). A, lirst. stiigc, tlio catorpillnr d.'irk hlncUisli-sroon, without
inarking. B, second stiign, thn row of spots is clislinotly ooniUH'd'il li.\' a light
atroak, tho vosli^i< of thi> sub-dorsnl stript\

this, at least, if wi' believe in tlie truth of the fundamental proposition

of the biogenetic law, and admit that there is in the ontogeny soim^

jinore or less distinct recapitulation ol' the phylogeny.

This proposition maybe recognized as true in the case vi'i Dcilcpltila

also, if we compare the different species with one another as regards

their ontogeny. We find here too that not only the sub-dorsal, that

is, the phyletically oldest marking of tho JSphingid cMtei-])ilhvrs, occurs

everywhei'e in the young stages, but also that it is being slnnited

back to younger and younger stages, in proportion to tihe degrt-e of

the devH^lopmont ol' the spot-marking reached in the rnll-grown

caterpillar. Thus, for instance, in the caterpillar of l)cUt'i>liila

eu'pliorhhv. tlie highest form of spot-marking is reached, and in this

species the sub-doivsal line is no lougei' the sole marking element at
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!\iiy s(;ioo. l-oaxino' oiil of tlio (pu'stion tlic absohiti'ly uninjirked

littlo oatorjnllar which o)uorj>v« from tho oi;->;- (Fig. i:iN, A), tlioro

aj^poars at oiu'o in tho sooond staye a sorios of riiii;--spots connoetod

by a ti)io whito siih-doi-sal hno (Fij;". 1 1 S, ./>'). In the followinLj

sta<;v, the thinl, tins s\ih-dorsal lino disaj^poars witliout loa\ ini;-

a trai'o, and theiv remains only the spot-markinif, which is svihse-

tpiontly dnplicatod.

Let ns compare with (]\is the ontogeny of tho hod-straw liawk-

\\\ot\\,J\>ih>pliila ;/((/// (Fi>>'. 1 17). Tho fnll-yrown caterpillar possesses

only a siuolo nwv of rinj^-spots (/>), and accordiuijly the youno-

stages of tho cater}>illar up to the fonrth slunv a distinct suh-

doi-sal lino (.1), although spots are seen \ipon it. A still oarlior

phylotic stnge of development is illustrated by Ih'ilcphila lironuca,

in which tho ring-spots are all connoetod by tho snb-doi-sal lino.

It C!in thus hardly bo doubted th;it the biooonetic law is guiding

ns aright when we conchule from a comparison of tho ontogeny of

(ho ditlorent species of DriJi'phihu that the oldest ancestors of the

genus possessed only tho longitudinal stripes, and that fivm those

small pieces wore cut ott as ring-spots, and that those wore gradually

perfected and ultimately ilu}^lica(ed, while at the .same time the

original marking, tho longitudinal stripe, was shunted hack further

and further in the young stages, until it tinally disappeared

altogotlior.

Ijii us niiw rofo)- for a u\omont to tho thin! forn\ of marking

in tho caterpillars of tho Sphingida^—transvoi-so striping, 'i^hisjiiis

not arisen out of the sub-dorsal line^ but quite independently and at

a later date. This is proved with great certainty by the ontogeny

of species of tho genus S)i,,n»thii^. Tho full-grown, and usually also

(ho young caterpillars, of these .species have quiti^ regularly the seven

bnvid ol^liquo stripes which run in the direction of tho tail-horn

at oipial intervals on tho lateral surfaces of the body (Fig. ^).

They are absent only ftxnn tho tl\roe anliM-ior segments, and upon

those a part of (ho older marking, tho snb-dors,al stripe, hajs persisted.

Hut wo lind this fully developed in the youngest stages of other

spix'ios. In Sii)erii)ihiti< popufi, the little caterpillar, which has no

markings at all when it leaves the egg. very .soon .shows tho white

suh-dorsjvl lino, and siutultanoously with it the seven transverse

stripes, which cut obliquely through it; in tho older caterpillars tho

sulvdors;>l then di.sappears (Fig, 1.19).

When 1 was ii\ves(ig:\ting these matters at tho beginning of the

sovontios 1 did i\ot sueoood in procuring ogg"s of the species of tho

genus S/J»in,>\ which likewise almost all exhibit the oblique striping
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in their full-grown stages. But from what I knew of the ontogeny

of Smerintlius species I was able to predict that, among the young

.stages of S/jhiux, there must be some with sub-dorsal lines. This

was confirmed later, for Poulton found in Sphinx convolvuli that

in the first stage there are no oblique stripes, but only the sub-dorsal

stripe, while in S2}hinx ligudri both kinds of marking were present

at the same time.

From all these facts, which I have summarized as briefly as

possible, we see that the older phyletic characters are gradually

crowded by the newer into ever-younger stages in the ontogeny, until

ultimately they disappear altogether. We have now to ask to what
this phenomenon is due ; is it a simple crowding out of the old and less

advantageous by the new and better characters as a result of natural

selection, or is there some other factor at work ? It is clear in regard

to these forms of marking that they can have been developed at first

-only in the almost full-grown larva by natural selection, because they

Fill. 1 19. Caterpillar of Smerintlms popiili, the Poplar Hawk-moth, at the

eud of the first stage, showing both the complete sub-dorsal stripe and the

oblique stripes.

•are of use only there, and that, at the same time, the old marking

must have been set aside through the influence of the same factor, in

as far as it prejudiced the effect of the new adaptation. This seems

to be indicated by the persistence of the sub-dorsal line on those

segments which are drawn in when Ghcerocavipa assumes a terrifying

attitude, or which do not bear oblique stripes in the leaf-like cater-

pillars, e. g. the three anterior segments in the species of Sphinx and

Swerinthus. When newly acquired schemes of marking like the eye-

.spots of Chairocampa are transmitted from the last stage to the stage

before, this can be explained by following the same train of thought,

for the caterpillar is already of sufficient size to be able to inspire

terror with its eyes ; but in still younger stages the spots would

not be likely to have that effect, and yet they occur in quite small

animals (20 mm.). More obvious still is the uselessness of the oblique

.striping in the young stages of the Sphinx and Smerinthus cater-

pillars, for in the earliest stages of life the caterpillars are much too

.small to look like a leaf, and the oblique stripes stand much closer
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together thau the latei-al ribs of any leaf. Moreover, the little green

caterpillars require no further protection when they sit on the under

side of a leaf ; they might then very easily be mistaken in toto for

a leaf-rib. Thus it is eertaiitly not natural selection which effects the

sfiuntin<j hade of tJie new clmracfers. Nor can this be caused by the

fact that the new character can only be developed gradually and

in several stages, for the oblique striping at any rate arises in the

ontogeny all at once. There must therefore be some mechanical

factor in development to which is due the fact that characters

acquired in the later stages are gradually transferred to the younger

stages. But this shiftiag backwards can be checked by the agency

of natural selection as soon as it becomes disadvantajreous for the

stage concerned.

It is in this way that I explain the fact that the majority of the

caterpillars of the Sphingidse are absolutely without markings when
they emerge from the egg. Thus, for instance, the caterpillars of Cltcero-

campa (Fig. ii6, A), of ^Faeroglossa (Fig. 115), and of Beilephila (Fig.

118. J,\as weU as those of the Smerinthas species, are at first without

stripe or mark of any kind : they are of a pale green colour, almost

transparent, and very difficult to recognize when they sit upon a leaf.

How very greatly the difterent stages can he independently adapted

to the diflerent conditions of their Kfe, when that is necessary for

the preservation of the species, is shown in the most striking maimer

by many species. Thus the little green catei-pillar of Aglia tau,

when it leaves the egg, bears live remarkable reddish rod-like thorns,

which in form and colour resemble the bud-scales of the young

beech-buds among which they live, and which disappear later on:

the full-grown caterpillar shows nothing of these, but is leaf-green,

marked with oblique stripes. Even if the use of these reddish

thorns be other than I have indicated, we have in any case to deal

with a special adaptation of one, and that the iirst caterpiUar-stage,

and what can happen at this stage is possible also at every other.

Xor is it only animals which undergo metamorphosis that can exhibit

independent phyletic v€iriation at every stage, but those also with

direct development, and indeed, in the case of these, we may assume

adaptation of this kind at almost every stage in the history of the

organs, as we have already seen, because the great abridgement of the

phylogeny into the ontogeny necessitates a very precise mutual

adaptation of the organ-rudiments and of the diverse rates of

development.

We have thus been led by the facts discussed—and numerous

others from other groups in the animal kingdom might be ranked
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along A\'ith tlieui—to two .main propositionw, \\'hicli express the re-

lation of phylogeny to ontogeny. Tlie first and fundamental pro-

position is the one already formulated. The ontogeny arises from

the phylogeny by a condensation of its stages, wliieh may he \aried,

shortened, thrown out, or eompi-essed by the interpolation of ni'w

stages. The second proposition refers to individual parts, and may
run as follows : As eacli stage can landergo new adaptations by itself,

so can every part, every organ ; such new adaptations very often

show a tendency to be transferred to the immediately antecedent

stage in ontogeny.

It is not my intention to formulate the laws of ontogeny just

now, otherwise many othei's might be added to these, such as that of

the regular transference of characters actjuired at one end of a seg-

mented animal to the other segments : I must confine myself here

to bringing the two main propositions into harmony with the prin-

ciples of our theory of lieredity.

'

1 How phylogeny is condensed in ontogeny can be understood

readily enough in a general way, although we camiot profess to have

any insight into the detailed processes. The continuity of the germ-

plasm brings about inheritance, in that it is continually handing-

over to the germ-plasm of the next generation the determinant-

complex of the preceding one. Every new adaptation at any stage

whate^'er depends on the variation of particular determinants within

the gerin-plasm, and this in its turn depends on germinal selection,

that is, on the struggle of the difi'erent determinant-variants among
themselves, and on the ^lll•iation in a definite direction which arises

from this, as we have already shown. A new kind of determinant

can never arise of itself, but always only from already existing

determinants, and through variation of these. But as spontaneous

variation ne\'ei- causes all the homologous determinants of a germ-

plasm to vary in quite the same way, but only a majority of them,

.there always remains a minority of the old determinants, which may,

under certain circumstances, pre(h)niinate again, as is proved by the

aberrations in V(('iiet!ti(i spi'cies due to cold, and by many other kinds

of reversion.

But it is not this variation w]\icli kiads to the prolongation of

ontogeny, and the repetition of tlie phyletic stages within it. In

this case it is rather that a new character takes the place of an old

one, not that it is added to it. A black spot may arise instead of

a red one, but not first a black spot and then a red one. Of course

we still know far too little in regard to tlie intimate succession of

events in the stages of ontogeny to be able to say definitely that, in
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such appxivntly simple tvansforniations, tl\o oldor stage does not, in

every ontogeny, preeede tl\e moiv veeent one as a preparation for it,

thoxigh it may be only for a brief and transient period.

It is certain, however, that variations such as the addition of

a new stage in ontogeny are undergone, and that tliis implies the

occurivnce of sonietliing really tpiite new. Tlierel'ore snch a uew
st^\g^? cm\ arise only from the germ-plasm, by the duplication, and in

jwrt variation, of the determinants of tlie precetiing stage. If. for

instance, the body of a Cr\istaeean be lengthened by a segment, this

must be due to a process of this kind, and in such a ease it is

intelligible enough that the uew segment can be formed iu the

ontogeny only after the development of the older pi-eceding one. for

its determinants eome fixtm that, and are fi-om the beginning so

ju-raiiged tliat they ai-e only liberated to activity by the formation

of the preceding segnneut.

Now, if ill the eoxii-se of the phylogeny numeix>us new segments

were added to the body of the Crnstaeeau. the ontogeny would be

materially prolonged, and condenstition would become neeessiiry in

the interests of species-preservation. To bring this condensation

about, whole series of segments which were added successively in the

phylogeny succeeded each other with gradually inciv^ising rapidity

in the ontogeny, until tinally they appeared i^imultinie^nish/: the

determinants of the segments ii,n + i, n + z. . . . n+.v varied iu regai-d

to their liberating stimuli, and were roused to activity no longer

successively, but simultaneously, in the cell complexes controlled by

them. We have thus ivcapitulatioii, but with abridgement and com-

pi"essiou, of the phyletie stages in the ontogeny. Thus in the uauplius

of Leptodora we see the rudiments of tive of the paire of legs of the

sul^sequeut thoi-ax (Fig. iii, IV~VIII), and in the Zowa larva the

rudiments of six thoracic leg's may be seen behind the ;dready

developed swimming-leg (V^ig. 114, VI-XTII).

But in tlie couiise of the phylogeny a segment may also become

superfluous, and we know that it then degenerates and is ultimately

eliminated altogether. Thus in a parasitic Isopod, which lives

Avithin other Crustaceans, a segment of the thorax is wanting in the

relatively well-developed hu-va, aud in the Caprellida; timong the

Amphipod l.>ustaceans the whole abdomen of fi-om six to seven seg-

ments hjii! degenerated to a naiTow, rudimentary structure. In sucli

cases tlie gradual degeneration of the relative determinants h!\s pre-

ceded st4?p for step the degeneration of the part itself, and when tliis

is complete the ontogeny shows nothing of what Wiis previously

pi-esent and so we may speak of a ' falsilication " of the phylogeny.
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But that tlie c'Oiuploto disiipiH'ariiW'o ol' (ho ilott>nninnnts only ooiwivs

about Avith oxtrouio slowiu'ss, so that \vhoK> o-oolngu'al jioriods aro

soniotiuies not ouough for its aceoraplishiuent, wo have alvoaity learut

Itoui our study of rudimoutary organs, instanoos of whicli can ln'

demonstrated in ovory higher animal, hearing witness to the

presence of the relevant oi'gans or structures in the ancestiirs ol"

the species.

We can infer with certainty, from the obser^•ational data at

our disposal, that the disajipivvrance of useless parts is ri>gulated

by definite laws ; but it is too soon to attempt io formulate these

laws, or even to trace them back to their mechanical causes. As we

have already said, a nuich more comiirehensive collection of facts, and

above all one which lias been made on a definite ]ilan, is a necessary

prelinnnary condition to this. But so much at least we may gather

from the facts before us, that the degeneration of an organ begins at

the final stage, luid is transferred gradually backwards into the

embryogenesis. Thus the two lingers of birds which havi- disappeannl

since Crt'taceous times are still indicated in every bird-embryi),

though they sulisequently degenerate. In \arious manunals ' pre-

lacteal tooth-germs' hax'e been demonstrated in the jaws of embryos,

which s1k)w us that not only did ancestors exist whose dentition was

the modern ' nulk-teeth,' but that still more remote ancestors possessed

another set of teeth, which was crowded out by the ' niilk-leetli '

;

thus the teeth of the ancestors of the modern right whale (Bakviut

'niyt:ticetuti) are only i-i'preseuted in the endiryo of to-day in the I'orm

of dental pits. And, as we saw already, the Os centralo so character-

istic of the wrist of lower vertebrates only appears in Man at a x'cry

early embryonic stage, and disappears again as such in the I'urther

course of the endnyogenesis.

W(^ may perhaps give a jireliminary statement ol' this law as

follows: It is impossible that any part or oi'gan should bo removed

suddenly from the ontogeny without bringing the whole into disorder,

and the lea.st serious distin-bance oL' the course of di'\'olopment will

undoubtedly be caused if the tinal stage of the part in qu(>stion

become rudimentary lirst. Only after this has happened, and the

neighbouring parts ha\e adapted themselws to the di.sappearanci',

can this extend to the stages innnediat(ily preceding it, so that these

too degen(M-ate, and allow the siuTonnding parts to adapt themselves.

The further back into the ontogeny the disappearance extends the

grc^ati'r will be the nundior of other structures aJfi'ctod in some way
or other by the degeneration, and these nnist not all be brought

sudd(Mdy into new conditions, else the whole cour.se of development
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would suffer. Thus at first only those determinants may disappear

—

and can disappear according to the laws of germinal selection—which

control the final form of the useless organ, then those just preceding

them, which controlled, let us say, its size, and thus more and more of

the previously active determinants disappear, and hand in hand with

this disappearance there is variation of all the parts correlated with

the dwindling condition of the organ, so that their own development

and that of the animal as a whole suffers no injury. If it were

otherwise, if when a part became useless its collective determinants

were all to disappear at the same time, the whole ontogeny would

totter, in fact it would be much as if a man who wished to remove

the breadth of a window from a house standing on pillars were to

begin by taking away the foundation pillar.

It is, of course, to be understood that these processes go on so

exceedingly slowly that personal selection takes a share in them, at

least at the beginning. Later on, the further degeneration of a useless

organ or rudiment has no effect on the individual's power of life, and

therefore depends solely upon the struggle of the parts within the

germ-plasm (germinal selection).

If we could see the determinants, and recognize directly their

arrangement in the germ-plasm and their importance in ontogeny, we
should doubtless understand many of the phenomena of ontogeny and

their relation to phylogeny which must otherwise remain a riddle, or

demand accessory hypotheses for their interpretation. Several years

ago Emery rightly pointed out that the phenomena of the variation

of homologous parts might be inferred by reasoning from the germ-

plasm theory. If one hand has six fingers instead of five, it not

infrequently happens that the other also exhibits a superfluity of

fingers, and sometimes the foot does so too. The phyletic modification

of the limbs in the Ungulates has taken place with striking uniformity

in the fore and hind extremities ; no animal has ever been one-hoofed

in front and two-hoofed behind. Although I might suggest that this

primarily depends on adaptation to different conditions of the ground,

and that the Artiodactyls were evolved in relation to the soft marshy

soil of the forest, and the Perissodactyls for the steppes, it cannot be

denied that germinal conditions may have co-operated in bringing

about this uniformity of the direction of variation, especially as the

whole structure of the fore- and hind-limbs exhibits such marked

similarity. Emery is inclined to refer this to ' germ-plasmic correla-

tions,' and we have assumed from the very first that the different

determinants and groups of determinants do indeed stand in definite

and close relations to one another. But it seems to me premature to

Digitized by Microsoft®



190 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

say anything more precise and definite than that in the meantime.

I should like, however, to say that determinants or groups of deter-

minants which had in old ancestral germ-plasms to give rise to a series

of quite similar structures by multiplication during the ontogeny, and

therefore only needed to be present singly in the germ-plasm, would,

in later descendants, have to shift their multiplication back into

the germ-plasm itself, if necessity required that the homologous parts

which they controlled should become different from each other. Then

the previously single group of determinants in the gerna-plasm would

have to become multiple. But as new determinants can only arise from

those which already exist, these new ones must have had their place

beside the old, and would therefore probably be exposed to any intra-

germinal causes of variation in common with them—that is to say,

they will tend to vary even later in a similar manner. For instance,

we might think of the segments of primitive Annelids, which in form

and contents are for the most part alike, as arising from one germ-

rudiment, from which, when, in the higher Annelids, the various

regions of the body had to take a different form, several primary con-

stituents of the germ-plasm separated themselves off; and in a similar

way the much higher and more complex differentiation of the somatic

segments in the Crustaceans must have been brought about. Thus

we understand how the determinant groups of the germ-plasm

multiplied according to the need for increasing differentiation, but

remained in intimate relation, which exposed them in some measure

to a common fate, that is, to common modifying influences, and in

many cases determined them to similar variation.

But we cannot see directly into the germ-plasm, and are there-

fore thrown back on the inductions we can make from the facts

presented to us by the phenomena of visible living orgainisms. As

yet the material for such inductions is scanty, because it has been

got together haphazard, and not collected on a definite plan. I

therefore refrain for the present from attempting any further elabora-

tion of my germ-plasm theory. It is only when an abundance of

observation material, collected according to a definite plan, lies at our

disposal that anything more in regard to the intimate structure of

the germ-plasm, or the mutual influences and relations of its deter-

minants and its modification in the course of phylogeny can be

deduced with any certainty. Meanwhile, we must content ourselves

with having, through the hj'pothesis of determinants, made intelligible

at least the one fundamental fact, how it is possible that in the course

of the phylogeny single parts and single stages can be thrown out or

interpolated, or even only caused ,to vary, without giving rise to
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variation in all the rest of the parts and stages of the animal.

A theory of epigenesis cannot do this, for, if no representative

particles were contained in the germ-plasm, then every variation of

it would affect the whole course of development and every part of the

organism, and variations of individual parts arising from the germ

would be impossible.
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LECTUEE XXVIII

THE GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF AMPHIMIXIS

Twofold import of amphimixis—It conditions the continual changing of indi-

viduality—Analogy from game of cards—The germ-plasm is at once variable and

persistent—The two roots of individual variation : germinal selection and new
combinations of the ids— 'Harmonious 'adaptation conditions amphimixis—Difference

between adaptation and mere variation— Is a 'direct' use of amphimixis to be insisted

upon?—Ceaseless intervention of personal selection in the lineage of the germ-plasm—
Far-reaching effects of personal selection—Fixing of the arrangements for amphimixis

in the course of generations of species—Increase of the constancy of a character with its

duration—Characters in the same species variable in different degrees—The upper and

under sm-faoes of Kallima—Wild plants brought under cultivation do not at first vary

—Amphimixis very ancient, therefore very firmly established—Does amphimixis bring

about equalization (Hatsohek, Haycraft, Quetelet) ?—Ualton's frequency curves

—

Amnion's free scope for variations—De Vries' assymetrical curves of frequency.

We have already made ourselves familiar with the process which

in unicellular organisms is called conjugation and in multicellular

organisms fertilization, and we have seen that its most obvious

significance lay in the fact that through it the germ-plasms of two

individuals are united. Since, according to our view, this germ-

plasm or idioplasm is the bearer of the hereditary tendencies of the

organism concerned, the mingling or amphimixis of two germ-plasms

brings together the hereditary tendencies of two individuals, and the

organism whose development is derived from this mingled germ-

plasm must therefore exhibit traits of both parents, and must to

a certain extent be made up of the traits of both. This is one result

attained by amphimixis.

But we went further than this, and saw that there is a second

result implied in amphimixis, namely, that the individual character

of the germ-plasm is being continually altered by new combinations

of the ids contained in it. We inferred from what I believe to be the

demonstrated hypothesis that the germ-plasm is composed of ids, that

its reduction to half the original mass must mean a reduction of the

ids to half the number, and as the ids contain primary constituents

which are individually different, this must effect a new arrangement,

a new mingling of these individual peculiarities. The reduction of the

germ-plasm to half, that is, the diminution of the number of its ids

to half, is a phenomenon generally associated with amphimixis, and
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has been established in the case of all animals which have hitherto

been investigated, and of all the most carefully studied plants, and
finally, it has been shown to be very probable in unicellular organisms,

for the processes of conjugation in Infusorians and manj- other

Protozoa include phenomena very similar to those of reducing division

in the liigher animals. The prediction made on theoretical grounds

has here been verified by observation, and it is obvious that the

assumption of ids, that is, of imits in the germ-plasm which are handed

on from one generation to the succeeding one, involves a reduction

of their number in each amphimixis. Without this the niunber of ids

would be doubled at each amphimixis, and would therefore gradually

amomit to something enormous. We see therefore why this normallj"

i-ecm-rent reduction of ids liefore each amphimixis was established

in the course of evolution, and we see that it ine\-itabl3" involves that

a new combination of ids should be associated \vith each amphimixis.

If nothing persists unless it be purposeful, that is, necessary, what

is the meaning of the fact that arrangements for ampliimixis occur

over almost the whole known domain of life, from the verj- simple

organisms up to the liighest, in unicellular and multicellular organisms.

in plants and animals alike? Why is it that this arrangement has

been departed from only in a few small groups of forms, while it occurs

everywhere else, in almost every generation, so indissoluble' associated

with reproduction that it has even been regarded—with a lack

of clearness—as itself a form of reproduction, and is even now
generally called ' sexual reproduction ' 1 And why is it that in many
organisms, especially lowly ones, it is not associated with every

reproduction, though it recurs at regular or irregular intervals ?

Such a imiversal arrangement must imdoubtedly be of fundamental

importance, and we have to ask wherein this importance lies. That

is the problem to the solution of which we must now apply

ourselves.

So much we may say at once : The significance of amphimixis

cannot be that of making multiplication possible, for multipKcation

may be effected without ampliimixis in the most diverse ways—by
di\ision of the organism into two or more, l;y budding, and even

by the production of unicellular genns. Even though these last are

usually in various ways so organized that they must undergo amphi-

mixis before they can develop into new organisms, yet there are

numerous genn-ceUs which are not subject to tliis condition (e.g.

spores), and there are—as we have seen—many germ-ceUs, adapted

for amphimixis, which always, or in certain generations, or even

only occasionally, emancipate themselves fi-om this condition under

II.
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certain external influences : I refer to egg-cells which develop

parthenogenetically.

If amphimixis is not a universal preliminary condition of repro-

duction, wherein lies the necessity for its general occurrence among
living organisms ?

We have already learned that there are two results produced

without exception by amphimixis ; one of these is the antecedent

reduction of the original number of ids by one half, and the conse-

quent new combination of ids which results from this ; the other

is the union of two such halved germ-plasms from two different

individuals. The first we may, with Hartog, compare to the removal

of half of a pack of cards previously mixed, the second to the com-

bination of two such halves from different packs. The first process

brings nothing new into the complex of primary constituents, but

rather removes a part—larger or smaller—of its characters : not

necessarily exactly half of these, since each individual kind of id may
be represented by doubles or multiples. But the reduction simplifies

the composition of the germ-plasm, and might by itself, through the

struggle of the ids in ontogeny, lead to a resultant different from

the parent, that is, to a new individuality. Through the second

process, however, new individual traits are of necessity added, and

make the resultants still more markedly diverse, that is, if the ids

of both parents attain to expression in the struggle of ontogeny, and

this, as we have already seen, is usually the case, though not always

and certainly not always in all parts. Thus amphimixis, together

with the preparatory^- reduction of the ids, secures the constant

recurrence of individual peculiarities through the ceaseless new
combinations of individual characters already existing in the

species.

When sixteen years ago I first inquired into the actual and

ultimate significance of sexual reproduction, I thought I had found

it in this ceaseless production of new individualities. This seemed

to me a sufficient reason for the introduction of amphimixis into

nature, since the difterence between individuals is the basis of the

process of selection, and thus the basis of all the transformations

of organisms, which we may refer to natural or sexual selection.

Now these differences of selection-value are—as I believed then, and
do still—not only by far the most frequent organic changes, but also

the most important, since they not only initiate, but control new lines

of evolution. Therefore I still regard amphimixis as the means
by which a continual new combination of variations is effected

a process without which the evolution of this world of organisms
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SO endlessly diverse in form and so inconceivably complex, could

not have taken place.

But I do not regard this amphimixis as the real root of variation

itself, for that must depend not on a mere exchange of ids, but

rather upon a variation of the ids. The ids of a worm of the primitive

world could not without variation now make up the germ-plasm
of an elephant, even if it be true that mammals are descended from

worms. The ids must have been meanwhile transformed times without

number by the modification, degeneration, and new formation of deter-

minants. Amphimixis, that is, the union of two germ-plasms_, does not

•of itself cause variation of the determinants, it only arranges the

ids (the ancestral plasms) in ever-new combinations. If the origin

of variation were limited to that alone, a transmutation of species

and genera would only be possible on a very limited scale; there could

at most be a narrow circle of variations, just as in the example

already given of the packs of cards ; even if the taking away and
mixing up of the halves were repeated a thousand times, a definite

though undoubtedly large number of card-combinations would in the

long run recur again and again. But the case is difierent with the germ-

plasm and amphimixis, where there is an infinitely more varied series

of results, because the individual cards—the ids—are variable, even

between one time of sifting and shufiling and another, and therefore

infinitely productive of vai'iety in the course of numerous repetitions

of the shufliing.

I have been frequently and persistently credited with maintain-

ing that the germ-plasm is invariable—a misunderstanding of my
position, due perhaps to a somewhat too brief and terse statement

which I made at an earlier period (1886). I had described the germ-

plasm as ' a substance of great power of persistence,' and as varying

with difiiculty and slowly, basing this statement upon the age-long

persistence of many species in which the specific constitution

of the germ-plasm must have remained unchanged. The idea of

'germinal selection,' of a ceaseless struggle between the 'primary

constituents' of the germ, and of the resulting continual slight and

invisible rising and falling of individual characters, had not yet

dawned upon me, nor had I at that time formulated the conception

of ' determinants.' I was even doubtful at that time whether develop-

ment, heredity, and variation were not interpretable on the assumption

of an undifferentiated substance without primary constituents. But

at no time was I unaware that the whole phyletic evolution of the

organic world is only conceivable on the assumption of continual

variation of the germ-plasm, that it actually depends upon this, even

a
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if these variations come about with exceeding slowness, and are thus

in a certain sense ' difficult.'

Now that I understand these processes more clearly, my opinion

\is that the roots of all heritable variation lie in the germ-plasm, and

furthermore, that the determinants are continually oscillating hither

jand thither in response to very minute nutritive changes, and are

jreadily compelled to variation in a definite direction, which may
ultimately lead to considerable variations in the structure of the

^ species, if they are favoured by personal selection, or at least if they

are not suppressed by it as prejudicial. But selection is continually

keeping watch over both kinds of variation, and if the conditions

of life do not further the vaiiation or do not even allow it to persist,

selection eliminates everything that lessens the purity of the specific

type, everything that transgresses the limits of utility, or that might

endanger the existence of the species. Thus we understand how the

germ-plasm may be variable, and yet at the same time remain

unvaried for thousands of years, how it is ready and able to furnish

any variation that is possible in a species if that is required by

external circumstances, and yet is able to preserve the characters

of the species in almost absolute constancy through whole geological

ages ; in short, how it can be at once readily variable and yet slow

to vary.

The importance which amphimixis thus has in connexion with the

adaptation of organisms lies, if I mistake not, in the necessity for

co-adaptation, that is, in the fact that in almost all adaptations it is-

not merely a question of the variation of a single determinant, but of

the correlated variations of many—often verynumerous—determinants,

of 'harmonious adaptation,' as we have already said. Many-sided

adaptation of this kind seems to me impossible without a continually

Irecurrent sifting and recombining of the germ-plasms, and this can

only be effected by amphimixis.

It may be objected that, apart from amphimixis, variation can

be brought about in many parts of an organism, as in purely asexual

reproduction. A plant, for instance, may vary when it is transferred

to a strange soil or climate ; and even in that case the variations

seem to be harmonious, at least the harmony of the parts is so far

maintained that the plant continues to flourish, at any rate under

cultivation. A plant species may be incited by abundant nourish-

ment to gigantic growth, and caused to vary in many of its parts, and

the abundant food may even directly affect the germ-plasm so that

all or some of these variations may become hereditary ; and yet this

is far from being a case of adaptation, it is merely a case of
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simultaneous variations, and it is questionable whether they
will make the continued existence of the plant under the

new conditions possible or not. It might easily happen, for in-

stance, that the plant, though it became larger and bore more
abundant blossoms, would be sterile, and therefore unfitted for

continued existence in a natural state. Variations are not necessarily

adaptations; the latter can never come about solely through direct

influence upon the germ-plasm. What direct influence upon the

germ-plasm could, for instance, make the hind-legs of a mammal
long and strong and the fore-legs short and weak? Obviously

neither an increase nor decrease in the food-supply, nor a higher or

lower temperature—in short, no direct influence, because all these

afiect the germ-plasm as a whole, and therefore cannot possibly

influence two homologous groups of determinants in opposite

directions.

This, it seems to me, is only possible when amphimixis brings

about in one individual a favourable coincidence of the chance

germinal variations of the determinants of the fore- and hind-limbs

;

and just as it is with the two variations in this simple hypothetical

case, so it will be in the actual processes of adaptation where there are

involved numerous—we know not how numerous—variations essential

to a ' harmonious adaptation.'

It need not be objected that the verj^ number of variations

necessary to a ' harmonious adaptation ' makes its occurrence im-

practicable; for it is the complete harmony of the parts that makes
the adaptation, and without tlais the individual was only imperfectly

adapted, and therefore incapable of survival. It is certainly not

mathematically demonstrable that this is the case, but as the whole

process of transformation which makes an old adaptation into a new
one begins with minimal fluctuations of the determinants, which

must first be brought by germinal selection to the level of selection-

value, and must then be subject to personal selection, so the whole process

goes on so gradually and by such small steps that the harmony of the

parts is maintained by functional adaptation during the individual

life in a great number of individuals. But these are just the

individuals which surN^ive in the struggle for existence, and at the

same time possess at every stage of the process tlie best combina-

tion of favourably varying determinants. As these favourable

variations are, in consequence of germinal selection, not mere isolated

variations of fluctuating importance, but variations in a definite

direction, the whole process of variation must persist in every single

part in the direction imposed upon it by personal selection. But
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niiu'o at ovory roclm'iiiL:; di\isuiii tlio itls ol' (lie ^t'rin-fcll.s nr(> liroui^'hti

down to hall' tlioir nunilu'r, a possibility is otten-d for ^radimily

roiuoving- the md'aN-oiiraMo ids IVoin the o-erm-plasiw ol' the sin'cii-s,

since thodcseonda.nts resulting- I'roiu (ho luosi uitrn\(UH'alilo id-comliiua-

tiions always povish, and so IVou> oTncratiou to j;-onera(ion tho i;vrni-

plasni o'ots ridol' its \inl"avouval>ly varying' ids, and the most propitions

combinations afforded by amphimixis :\\v pr(>served, till uHimaldy

there remain only those combinations which are \ aryin_i;' appropriately,

or at least inily those in which the a]>proiiri,'U.ely wn-yinn' de(.ern\ina.nts

are in the majority, and so have eontrollinij,' intluence.

Log'ically this dednction is undoubtedly indispn(al)l(\ from the

standpoint of the i;-eriii-pla.sm theory : but whether it may be r(>i;'ardod

as a sufficient reason for the introduction ol' amphimixis, and I'oi-

its exti'emiily tenacious ])ersistence (.liroun'hout (lu' course ol' (ho

loiio- and intricate phyloijeny, cannot be maintained witho\i(. special

investin'atiou.

Ao-ainst my position the objection has often Ihh'u nru'ed thai- an

arran^enu'ut cannot arise or be maintained thron!j;h natural st'leotion

unless it is of illirrt iinc to tho individual in which \l occurs. Sexuail

reproduction cannot therel'ore have been established simply because

it adx'ances, or ex'en because it makes possible the ada.p(.alions of

species, for these adaptations only ca.me about occasionally, perhapiH

once in a thousand };'imera.tions or even less I'nHpientJy ; thus the

inter\'einnn' generations could derix'e no adxanta^j'e of any Icind from

tlie arranu'ement in question, and therel'ore, accordini;' to the law of

the dcf^'eneration of unused characters, it nnist ha-xe lonj;' sinci^ been lost.

I mention(>d this objection bel'ori', but wa,s obliti'ed to postpone

a detailed eonsidera-tion of it until we had discussed freruuna,!

selection.

Wo admit, of course, tliat charact-ers are only preserved int-act

as long aw tlwy are of advantages siiffici(-nt lid turn tlie sca-le in favour

of their ])ossesHors, and that they begin to fall from their height of

perfection Avhen that is no longer the case; we ailnut also that lunv

a(la])tations are not continually' necsessarry, but- are so only at interva-is

of long series of generations, a-ud yot the* objection cited seems t-o me
baseless.

Leaving out of account, for tlu^ moment, t-la^ iirst introduction of

amphimixis, let ns <leaJ with it as an existing occuri'ence, for tlie

tenacious persisteiicis of which we wish to lind rea-sons.

Is it really tho case that amphimixis is only of iinportaiUHi in

connexion with tho new adaptation (if a s]iiH',ies, and tliat it- has not-hing

to do with the persisteiuse of the spiM'ies in this sta-to of adapta-tion
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already attained? Accordiui;' to the conception of the processes

within the germ-plasm which we have already stated, it is impossible

that this should be the case, for continual slight fluctuations are

occurring in the determinants in consequence of the fluctuations of

the nutritive stream, and these slight variations, plus or minus, do

not in many eases equalize one another or counteract one another

liy turning again in a contrary direction ; they go on increasing in

the direction in which they have begun. It is only when personal

selection opposes them that they come to a standstill, and this can

only happen when they attain to selection-value, that is to say, when
they reach a level at which they become disadvantageous in the

struggle of persons. But as germinal variations of this kind are

continually occurring, personal selection must keep continual watch

over them, and eradicate them as soon as they have attained selection-

value.

Therefore, when a species is most perfectly adapted to its

conditions, it would of necessity begin to degenerate if personal

selection were not continually guarding it, and setting aside every-

thing that is in excess or deficient as soon as it begins to be

prejudicial. But the adaptation of a species does not depend upon

one character persisting at its normal level, but on the persistence of

very many, and many of these vary simultaneously upwards or

downwards, and reach the limit of selection-value at one time or

another. If there were no amphimixis, then either all individuals

with any excessive variant would be at once eliminated, or the species

would go on deteriorating until this excessive variant was so

numerously and strongly represented in all its individuals that it

would perish through degeneration. But even in the first of these

cases the species would drift towards the fate of extinction, because

excessive variations do occur even in every asexual generation, and

would appear in an increasingly large number of determinants if

there were no possibility of rejecting them and eliminating them

from the lineage of the species.

This is made possible through the periodic intervention of

amphimixis ; it is actually efl^ected thereby ; and in this way alone

the species is kept at its high-water mark of adaptation. It is not

necessary to assume that every single determinant which is varying

in an unfavourable direction is at once eliminated as soon as it

becomes prejudicial, that is, reaches negative selection-value, or—to

make use of an expression introduced by Amnion—as soon as it

oversteps the boundaries of the ' playground of variations,' the limits

within which variations ai'e neither favourable nor unfavourable. But
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in the course of geiieratioiiti tliey are uni"ailiiii;-ly eliminated, ospeciaHy

when a large nTiiulicr of unfavourably ^lll•y^ncJ; determinants are

coincident in the goriu-plasm. Then the indi\'idna-l.s which ari.se

from a germ-plasm tluiH composed must perisli in the struggle for

existence, and thus the id-combinations with I'xcessive determinants

are eliminated I'rom the germinal constitution of the species. As

this is I'cpcated as often as excesses of the ids occur, the species

is kept pui'c.

It might be objected that, throxigh sucli a continual weeding-

oyt of rebellious determinants, the germ-plasm would become so

constant in its constitution that it would ultimately be secure from

all such aberrations of it on the part of its determinants, and therefore

would in time become quite incapable of diverging from its proper

path at all, and wo\ild thus no longer r(H|uire this continual correction

through amphimixis.

I do not wish to contradict this conclusion ; indeed, 1 believe

that the constitution of the spc^cies becomes more and more constant

in the way I have indicated, and that an exer more ])erfect and stable

equilibrium of the whole determinant system is thus lirought about.

It follows that in the course of g(.'nerations tlu^ dix'erse determinants

of the germ-plasm will vary within a progressiN-ely shortened radius,

and will thus more and more I'arely overstep tlie limits of the

'variation-playground'—and yet I still belii've that this justifiable

conclusion tells in favour of my interpretation of tlie utility of the

persistence of amphigony once introduced.

Let it be remarked, in the first jdace, tliat it is by no means
essential to the pifservation of a useful institution that it should

practically justify its utility in every generation. Although, for

instance, the warm winter coat of a species of mannnal may be

necessary to its survival, it does not disappear at once when a winter

happens to occur which is so warm that evcii individuals with poor

pellage can survive. In(k'.ed, several such mild winters might occur

in succession, in whicli thc^re was no wceding-out of the individuals

with poor fur, and yet the thickness of the winter fur of the species

would not become less fixed, just because this character no longei'

varies perceptibly in an old-established spc^cies which has long been

perfectly adapted, and it could only be brought into a static of marked
fluetuation very slowly through direct infhience on tlie germ-plasm,

or through panmixia. But exactly the same thing is true in regard
to the determinants of the reproductive cells, in respect of their

adaptation to amphimixis, only very much more c^mphatically.

Before going further, I should like to show that the conclusion
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we have just deduced from the theorj', namely, that the equilibrium

of the determinant S3''stem of a species increases in stability with the

duration of its persistence, holds good not only for the whole system,

but for its individual parts, that is, for the individual characters and

adaptations. Experience teaches that characters are the more exactly

and constantly transmitted the older they are
;
generic characters are

more constant than species-characters, order-characters more persistent

than family-characters—this is implied even in their name. But

we are able to show even in relation to the characters of a species

that those which have been fixed for a long time are most precisely

and purely transmitted; that is, that their determinants are least

inclined to overstep the limits of the ' variation-playground ' either

in an upward or downward direction.

Two groups of facts prove this : first the observed fact that the

very difierent degree of variability which the different species exhibit

is by no means common to all the characters of the species in the

same measure ; for individual characters may be variable or constant

in very different degrees.

Many years ago ^ I drew attention to the fact that the different

stages in the life-history of insects, especially of Lepidoptera, might

be variable in quite different degrees. Thus, for instance, the cater-

pillar might be very variable, and yet the butterfiy which arises from

it might be extremely constant. I concluded from this—what

probably no one now will dispute—that the various stages may varjr

phyletically independently of one another, that, for instance, the

caterpillar may adapt itself to a new manner of life, a new food-plant,

a new means of defence, while the butterfiy, unaffected by this, goes

on quietly as it was before. Every new adaptation necessarily

implies variability, and so the stage which is in process of transforma-

tion must have its period of variability, which gradually returns

again to greater constancy, and this the more completely the longer

the series of generations through which the weeding out of the less

well-adapted has endured.

But it is not only the individual stages of development that may
be unequally variable ; the same is true of the characters of a species

which occur simultaneously. The most striking example of this

known to me is the leaf-butterflj', which I have already mentioned

manj- times in the course of these lectures—the Indian Kallivia

paraleda. In this species the brown and red upper surface is almost

alike in colour and marking in all individuals, but the under surface,

the colour and marking of which is so deceptively mimetic of a leaf,

' Siudien sur Descendemtheorie, Leipzig, 1876.
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is variable to such a degree that it is difficult, among a large number

of specimens, to find even a few wliich are as like one another as are

the members of species in which the under side is constant. It need

not be urged that this is due to the complexity of the marking on

the under side. In many of our indigenous butterflies the under side

is just as complex in coloration and marking, and nevertheless it

is verj' constant, being almost identical in all individuals, as for

instance in Vanessa cardui. In Kallima the great variability of

the under surface certainly depends not merely on the fact that

the mimetic character has been only recently acquired (phyletically

speaking), but chiefly on the fact that the dead leaves to which they

approximate are themselves very diverse in appearance, for many

are drj^, others moist and covered with mould, and that the adaptations

have therefore gone in diflerent directions, and as yet, at least, have

neither combined to form a single constant type, nor diverged to form

two or tlu'ee distinct types. The various ' leaf-pictures ' seem equally

effective in concealing the insects from their enemies, and thus there

is still a continual crossing and mingling of the different essays at

leaf-picturing.

A second group of facts, which indicates that old-established

characters have less tendency to overstep the limits of the neutral

' variation-playground,' -is to be found in the experience of breeders,

and especially that of gardeners who have brought wild plants under

cultivation in order to procure varieties.

It has been proved that the wild plants often exhibit no hereditary-

variations for a long series of generations, notwithstanding the greatlj'

altei'ed conditions of life, but that then a moment comes in which

isolated variations crop up, which may then be intensified by the

manipulations of the breeder to form sport-species with large

conspicuously coloured flowers, or with some other distinctive

character. Darwin called this a shattering of the constitution of

the plant ; but the stable and slowly varying ' constitution ' simply

means that in old-established and well-adapted species the deter-

minants possess only a very restricted ' variation-playground,' and

l;iecause of their firmly based harmonious correlation are not easily

and never very quickly induced to overstep its limits in any marked
degree.

Let us now apply all this to the institution of amphimixis and
aniphigony, and it is immediately obvious that these determinants

of the germ-plasm which control the characters relating to sexual

reproduction must be more stable and less variable than all others

which a species ^wssesses, for they are infinitely older. They are
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older than all .species-characters, older than the chaiacters of tlie

o-enus, of the familj', of the class, and indeed of the whole series

or phylum to wliich a higher animal, a vertebrate, for instance,

lielongs. We cannot wonder, therefore, that amphigony has persisted

through hundreds and thousands of generations, even if it had not

been reinforced in the germ-plasm during this period by selection.

We should rather wonder that an institution so primaeval, and so

firmly engrained in the germ-plasm, can ever be departed from, even

when its abandonment is to the advantage of the species, as has

happened in parthenogenesis.

I have entered upon this long discussion because I believe that

we require to appreciate this poAver of persistence on the part of the

sexual determinants before we can explain the general occurrence of

amphigony. The occurrence of pure parthenogenesis, unaccompanied

by any degeneration of the species, can hardly be understood except

on the assumption that the constancA^ of the species, when it ha.s once

been attained, may be preserved without the continual intervention of

amphimixis. How long it can be preserved is another question, which

it is difficult or impossible to an.swer, since .species exhibiting pure

parthenogenesis are rare, and since we cannot tell with ceitaintj' how
long it is since amphimixis ceased to occur in them. Generally

speaking, the answer in regard to the few .species which have to be

taken into account in this connexion would be ' not long,' but whether

this 'not long' signifies hundreds of generations or thousands of

generations we must leave undecided. So much only we can saj', that

in all species of animals in which the male sex has quite died out or

has dwindled to a minimal remnant, there are as yet no traces of

degeneration to be found, and that even organs which have fallen into

disuse and become functionless because amphigony has disappeared,

are nevertheless in several cases retained in perfect completeness. I

shall return to this subject later on, but in the meantime I wish

to work out our conception of the actual efficacy of amphigony or

ordinary sexual reproduction, and thereby increase our understanding

of its significance and power of persistence.

We have seen that amphigony not only renders possible the novel

' harmonious adaptations ' which are continually required, but that it

also leads, by a continual crossing of individuals, simultaneously with

the elimination of the less fit, to a gradually increasing constancy of

the species. This has been regarded hy some writers as its sole effect

:

thus recently by Hatschek, whose view has already been refuted.

Haycraft also finds the significance of amphigony simply in the

equalizing or neutralizing of individual differences which it effects.
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Quetelet and Galton have attempted to show that intercrossing leads

to a mean which then remains constant. Haycraft supposes that

a species can only remain constant if its individuals are being con-

tinually intercrossed, and that otherwise they would diverge and take

different forms, because the ' protoplasm ' has within itself the tendency

to continual variation. The transformation of species is effected by

means of this variation tendency, and the persistency and constancy

of species which are already adapted to the conditions of their life

are secured by the constant intercrossing of the individuals, and the

consequent neutralization of individual peculiarities.

Although the cases already mentioned in which great constancy

of species is associated with purely parthenogenetic reproduction do not

tell in favour of the accuracy of the view just stated, yet the funda+

Wental idea, that amphigony is an essential factor in the main-

\ Itenance and even in the evolution of species, is undoubtedly sound.

"We should certainly find neither genera nor species in Nature if

amphigony did not exist ; but we cannot sinxply suppose that

amphigony and variation are, so to speak, antipodal forces, the

former of which secures the constancy of the species, the latter its

transformation. In my opinion, at all events, there is no such thing

as a ' tendency ' of the protoplasm to vary, although there is a constant

fluctuation of the characters— dependent on the imperfect equality of

the external influences, especially of nutrition. This certainly results,

as far as it takes place within the germ-plasm, in a continual upward
and downward variation of the hereditary tendencies, and it would
lead to increasing dissimilarity of the individuals were it not that

amphigony is continually equalizing the differences by a constantly

repeated mingling of individuals. Quetelet and Galton have shown
that the tendency of this mingling is towards the establishment of

a mean; the characters of Man, such as bodily size, fluctuate about

a mean, which at the same time shows the maximum of frequency

;

and the frequency curve of the various bodily sizes assumes a perfectly

symmetrical form, so that the average size is the most frequent, and

deviations from it upwards or downwards occur more i-arely in pi'O-

portion to the amount of deviation, the largest and the smallest sizes

occurring least frequently.

Thus an equalizing of variations by means of amphimixis really

exists, and the question we have to ask is. How does it come about ?

The case is assuredly not the same as that in which equal quantities

of red and white wine are mixed to make a so-called ' Schiller.' This

is proved even by the fact that the mixture may turn out quite

different even when the wines—the two parents—are alike : for the
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children of a pair are often dissimilar. And while the 'Schiller'

cannot be separated again into red wine and white, this happens often

in sexual reproduction, and sometimes to such an extent that the

grandchild exactlj- resembles one or other of the grand-parents, as is

most clearly proved in the case of plant-hybrids.

There is thus a deep-seated difference, depending on the fact

that what is mingled in amphigonj' is not simple but composite, not
a simple uniform developmental tendency associated with a simple

and definite substance, but a combination of several or manj-
developmental tendencies, associated with several equivalent but dif-

ferent material units. These units are the ids or ancestral plasms, and
we have seen how they are not onlj- halved b}- reducing division,

but are also arranged in new combinations in amphimixis.

These ids differ very little within the same germ-plasm ; in species

which have long been established the majority probably only differ

in correspondence to the individual differences of the fully-formed

organisms, but thej- are only absolutely alike in the case of two ids

which have been formed by the division of a mother-id. Let us dis-

regard this for the moment, and assume that all the ids of a germ-plasm

are different: the germ-plasm of a father, A, will be composed of ids

A i-ioo, that of the mother, B, of the ids B i-ioo. But in each

mature germ-cell of these two parents only fiftj' ids are contained,

and if we assume that the mingling of the ids is controlled solelj- by
chance, then in the various germ-cells A x B the most divei\se com-

binations of ids may be contained; for instance, j1 i, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11,

. . .to 99, or A i-io and 20-30, and 40-50, and so on, and similarly

in the germ-cells B. If all germ-cells produced by A and by B
attained to development, or even if all the ova succeeded, the thousand

or hundred thousand children of this pair would necessarily exhibit

everj' possible mingling of their characters, and each in the same

number according to the rules of probability calculations. But it is well

known that this does not }ia2}pen ; of the thousands of human ova, for

instance, which come to matiu"ity in the course of the life of a female

individual more than ten rarely develop, and more than thirty never,

and these are determined solely by chance and quite independently of

the mixture of ids which they contain. It is thus purely a matter of

chance which of the complexes of primary constituents contained in

the germ-plasm of an individual are transmitted to descendants, and

it is also purely a matter of chance which combination of ids comes

to be developed. Therefore we maj^ say that no regular neutralizing

of contrasts, either in the piimary constituents of the parents or as

regards the differences in their characters, can occur. In one case there is
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a blended inheritance ; in another the child takes after the father or

after the mother ; in a third, and this probably occurs most frequently,

the child resembles the father in some characters and the mother in

others.

But how then does Galton's curve of frequency of variations

come about ? Why does the mean of any character occur by far the

most frequently, and why does the frequency of a variation diminish

regularly in proportion to its approximation to either extreme 1

To this it is answered : Because the process of mingling through

amphigony goes on through numerous generations, and thus an

elimination of chance, and the establishment of an average, must

be brought about.

But this does not quite suffice to explain matters, for experience

shows that asymmetrical frequency-curves of variations also occur,

even in species with sexual reproduction. As De Vries has recently

shown, there are also ' half-Galton curves,' that is, curves which sud-

denly break off at their highest point. We must conclude from this

that the frequency of the different variations depends not only on their

degree, but also on the greater or less facility with which they

arise from the constitution of the species.

This consideration can be readily elucidated with the help of

Amnion's exposition, and especially of his graphic representation of the

' playground of variations.' If we think of the indifferent variations

occurring in any cliaracter of a species as arranged in a series ascend-

ing from the smallest to the largest, this line may be regarded as the

abscissal-axis, and from it ordinates may be drawn which express the

frequency of the variation iii question by the differences in their

length. If the tips of these ordinates be united, we have the curve

of frequency (Fig. 120, A), which according to Galton ought to be

symmetrical, and in most cases really is so. Ammon calls the space

between the smallest and the largest variations the ' variation-play-

ground,' that is, the playground within which all variations are equally

advantageous to the species. This is not co-extensive with the variation-

area, for there may be more marked deviations below the beginning

or above the upper end of the variation-playground, but these, being-

disadvantageous, fall under the shears of personal selection. The

variation-playground may also be called the area of indulgence of

variation, because the variations falling within it are spared from the

eliminating activity of selection, or the variation-area of survivors,

because on an average only those survive whose variations do not

overstep the limits of this area.

This implies that variations below IT (the lower limit of the
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area of exemption) and above (the upper limit) can occur, but do
not sur%-ive and leave descendants;, aud we can therefore easil}-

understand why characters, of which different degi-ees arise with

equal ease from the constitution of the species, must gradually

develop a s^-mmetrical curve of frequency because of the constant

crossing. Obviously those individuals which stand just upon tire

borders of admissible variation will, other conditions being equal,

leave behind them fewer descendants than those which approximate

to the middle of the area of exemption ; for as the characters con-

cerned can vaiy in the offspring in 1joth directions, there will always

be at the lower end some of the descendants of a pair which will fall

below the limits of exemption, and at the upper end some which will

Fig. I20. A, symmetrical, aud B, asymmetrical curve of frequeucy ; after
Ammon. U, miuimal, 0, maximal limit of individual variation. (7-0, the
variation-playground.' M, the mean of variation. B, the greatest frequency
or mode of variation.

rise above it. This will happen even when pairing takes place

lietweeu parents at the middle or at the other end of the abscissa,

for there are always cases of the preponderance of one parent in

heredity. A higher percentage of the descendants of individuals

on the borderline wUl therefore be eliminated, and their frequency

m/iist therefore he lees. Even if at the beginning of the series of

observations a condition obtained in which all the ordinates

of the area of exemption were equallj- high, those nearest the

boundaries would of necessity very soon become lower, and this in

proportion to their distance from the boundary, and the frequency-

curve, which at first would be a straight line (according to oiu-

assumption, which of course does not tally with natural conditions).
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would become a symmetrical curve, highest in the middle and falling

equally at either side.

Ammon has worked out the hypotheses on which the curve of

frequency would become asymmetrical. Firstly, when the fertility

is greater towards the upper or lower limit of the area of exemption

:

secondly, when germinal selection forces the variation in a particular

direction, upwards or downwards ; and thirdly, ' when natural selection

intervenes diversely at the upper or lower limit.' Of these three

possibilities the first two must be acknowledged as quite probable,

but the third, it seems to me, could only cause a temporary asym-

metry of the curve, lasting, that is, only until a state of equilibrium

has again been reached ; but that may in certain conditions take

a long time.

Asymmetrical curves of frequency (Fig. 120, B) therefore arise,

for instance, when the intra-germinal conditions (the 'constitution

of the species ') more easily and therefore more frequently produce

extreme variations. In this case the area of exemption can only

extend on one side, and must remain in this state. In Galtha palustris,

the marsh marigold, we may find, according to De Vries, among
a hundred flowers, those with five, six, seven, and eight petals, in

the following proportions :

—

Petals 5 678
Number of flowers 72 21 6 1

and thus there is an asymmetrical curve of frequency. But if we
take the whole area of variation as the area of exemption, that is,

if we assume that it is indiflferent for the species whether the flowers

have five, six, seven, or eight petals, the preponderance of the five-

petalled flowers may have its reason in the fact that it is much easier

for five than six or more petals to be produced because of the internal

structure of the whole plant.

In this case the maximum of frequency lies at the lower limit

of variation, but it may also lie at the upper. Thus, according to

De Vries, the blossoms of Weigelia vary, in regard to the number of

their petal-tips, in the following manner. Six-tipped corollas were not

found, and among 1,145 flowers there were the following proportions :

—

Tips of the corolla .345
Number of flowers . 61 196 888

It is thus clear that amphimixis is an essential factor in the

fixing of forms, but that it certainly does not of itself determine these,

and that it is not always the average of the variations that is the

most frequent, but that the form of the curve of frequency is
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determined by other factors also, namelj', hy germinal and personal

selection and by the directive control which these exert on variations.

The equalizing effect of amphigonj'' may perhaps Iw expressed

thus : In the case of every nevr adaptation there is at first a large

area of variation, but this gradual!}' decreases owing to a continual

restriction on the part of natural selection, until ultimately—when
the highest degree of constancy of the character or species has been

attained—it only extends very little beyond the ' adaptation-play-

gi'otmd ' or the ' area of exemption.'

One of the efiects of amphimixis is thus to bring about an

increasing restriction of the area of variation, or, as we usually say,

a constancy of the facies of a given form, a condensation into

a species. How far this result is necessary or usefid, and therefore

how far it may be regarded as accounting for the persistence of

ampliimixis, we shall discuss in the chapter on the formation of

species. My own view is that even the fact that new adaptations

are rendered possible through amphimixis and amphigony, the

mode of reproduction a.ssociated with it, affords in itself a sufficient

reason why amphimixis should have been retained when once it

had been introduced.

II.
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LECTUEE XXIX

THE GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF AMPHIMIXIS {continued)

Association of amphimixis with reproduction—Origin of amphimixis—Its lowest

forms—Amphimixis in Coeeidia—Chromosomes in unicellular organisms

—

Coccidium

proprium—'Amoeba-nests' as a preliminary stage to amphimixis—Plastogamy of the

Myxomycetes—Result : a strengthening of the power of adaptation—Strengthening of

the power of assimilation—Use of complete amphimixis—Proof of its constant efficacy

to be found in the rudimentary organs of Man—Allogamy—Means taken to prevent the

nringling of nearly related forms—Amphimixis is not a 'formative' stimulus—Attrac-

tion of the germ-cells—Effects of inbreeding compared with those of ijarthenogenesis

—

Nathusius's case of injurious inbreeding—Hindrances to fertilization in the crossing of

species—Probable reason for the injurious effect of inbreeding.

We have endeavoured to understand why amphimixis should

liave been estabhshed among the processes of life, and we have now
to turn to the question when and how, that is, in what form, it was

first introduced. But first I should like to refer for a little to the

association of amphimixis with reproduction, which we find in all

multicellular organisms, and among the higher types so unexcep-

tionally that, until not very long ago, amphimixis and reproduction

were looked on as one and the same thing, and all multiplication was

believed to be associated with ' fertilization.' We have seen that this

is not the case, that on the other hand the two processes are quite

distinct, and may be called contrasts rather than eqmvalents, for

reproduction always means an increase in the number of individuals,

while amphimixis implies—originally at least—their diminution by

a half.

Accordingly we found that, in unicellular organisms, amphimixis

is not associated with reproduction, but interpolated between the

divisions, and not even in such a manner that amphimixis precedes

every multiplication by division, but so that the conjugation of two

animals occurs only from time to time, after numerous divisions,

sometimes hundreds, have occurred. It is obvious that this must

be so, since, if amphimixis occurred regularly between every two
divisions, no increase in the number of individuals would be brought

about, at least if the fusion of the two conjugating individuals were

complete.
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Why, then, is there such an intinicate, and in the case of the

higher types, such an indissoluble, association between reproduction

and amphimixis that ' fertilization ' appears to be a sine qua non of

reproduction, and not very long ago seemed to us to be the ' quicken-

ing of the ovum,' the ' burning spark ' which causes the powder-barrel

to explode ?

The reason of this is not difficult to discover; it lies in the

structure of multicellular animals, and in their differentiation accord-

ing to the principle of division of labour, for since only particular

cells are capable of reproduction, that is, of giving rise to the whole,

it is in these necessarily that the process of amphimixis has to occur

if its significance lies in its effects on the succeeding generations. It

is true that in the lowest multicellular organisms, such as the species

of Volvox, there are, in addition to the sex-cells, other reproductive

cells quite similar to the ova, whose development into a new colony

takes place without amphimixis, but the higher we ascend in the

animal and plant series the rarer are these ' asexual ' germ-cells or

' spores,' and in the highest animal types they are entirely absent and

reproduction occurs only by means of the ' sex-cells.'

I am inclined to look for the cause of this striking phenomenon
mainly in the fact that, if amphimixis had to be retained, this was
effected with increasingly great difficulty the more highly and com-

plexly differentiated the organisms became, and that more complicated

adaptations were therefore necessary in order that the union of the

two germ-cells might be rendered possible at all. There is first of

all the separation into two kinds of sex-cells, whose far-r-eaehing

differentiations and precise adaptations to the most minute conditions

we have already discussed ; then follow the innumerable adaptations

to bring about the meeting of the sex-cells, the arrangements for

copulation, and, finally, the instincts which draw the two sexes

together, the means of attraction which are employed, whether

decorative colours or attractive shapes, stimulating odours or musical

notes, in short, all the diverse and intricate arrangements, which seem

to be more subtly elaborated the higher the organism stands upon

the ladder of life. When we call to mind that sexual differentiations

finally go so far that they dominate the whole organism, alike in its

external appearance and in its internal nature, its feelings, inclinations,

instincts, its will and ability, as well as its structure down to the

finest nerve-elements, we can understand that a mode of reproduction

which demands such a composite disposition of details, involving

a moulding of the whole organism, so to speak, from birth till death,

must of necessity remain the only one, and that there was no room

p 2
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for the persistence of any essentially different mode of reproduction

with quite different adaptations. Or, to speak metaphorically, the

power of adaptation which is innate in the organism so exhausted

itself in the establishment of this marvellous amphimixis adjustment

that the possibility of any other was totally excluded.

It is true that it is only among the Vertebrates that we find

' the reproductive apparatus ' so highly developed, but even among
Molluscs and Arthropods ' sexual ' reproduction, that is, reproduction

associated with amphimixis, is the prevailing mode. In these, indeed,

parthenogenesis does occasionally occur, that is to say, sexually

differentiated female germ-cells are, by means of some slight varia-

tions in the maturation of the egg, rendered capable of developing

without previous amphimixis, but this happens only in quite special

cases as an adaptation to quite special circumstances, and can only be

regarded as a temporary cessation of the association between repro-

duction and amphimixis. In some cases it is a moiety of the ova

adapted for amphimixis which develop parthenogenetically, as it

is the same sexually differentiated animals, true females, which

produce both sorts, and this is often true to some extent when the

differentiation in the direction of parthenogenesis has advanced

further, and the ova have been separated into those requiring ferti-

lization and those which are parthenogenetic (e. g. the winter and
the summer eggs of the Daphnidse). Parthenogenesis is not asexual

but unisexual reproduction, a mode of multiplication which shows
us that even in highly differentiated animals the apparently indis-

soluble association between reproduction and amphimixis can be

dissolved if circumstances require it.

But if amphimixis had to be retained in the higher animal forms

—and we have seen reasons why this must be—it could only be

effected by means of unicellular germs, for amphimixis is in essence

a fusion of nuclei, and this is the reason why 'vegetative' repro-

duction, so-called, becomes less and less prominent in animals at least,

and above the level of the Arthropods disappears almost entirely.

Let us now return to the qujestion we asked at the beginning

—

When and in what form was amphimixis first introduced into the

world of organisms ? The best way to answer this is by observa-

tion. We must turn to the lowest forms which now exhibit it, and
see whether it occurs in them in a simpler form, so that we may draw
conclusions as to its origin and its primitive significance, for it would
be possible, a 2mori, that this was something different from what
it is now in the relatively higher organisms, and that a change
of function has gradually come about.
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Assuredly the whole intricate complex of adaptations whicli

is now exhibited on the conjugation of the two sex-cells in animals
and plants, the differentiation of two kinds of ' sexually ' antagonistic

cells, with all their special adaptations, the reduction of the chromo-
somes, the institution of the karyo-kinetic apparatus, together with the

centrospheres and so on, cannot possibly have arisen all at once by
fortuitous variation, but can only have arisen gradually, step by step,

and as the result of 'innumerable external and internal influences.'

But why should not these arrangements, nowadays so complex, have
had a simple beginning ? Why might not this beginning have been
the simple union of the protoplasmic bodies of two non-nucleated

Monera ; followed, after the origin of nuclear substances, by the union
of these, and, finally, after the differentiation of a nucleus with

a definite number of chromosomes, with a dividing apparatus, with

a membrane, and so on, by complete amphimixis as we now know it ?

And how many transition stages may not be added to fill up the

gaps between these three main stages ?

But how much we can actually prove in regard to these con-

ceivable preliminary stages of amphimixis is another matter. If we
take a survey of the observations that have been made up till now,

we are confronted at first by the undoubtedly striking fact that verj'

little is known about it as yet, for in fact the whole process is gone

through even in quite lowly forms of life in a manner very similar to

that in the higher forms. Amphimixis has been shown to be wide-

spread even among unicellular organisms, yet not in an essentially

simpler mode than among multicellulars. We have seen that even in

ciliated Infusorians reducing division obtains, and that of the four

nuclei which arise from twofold division of the original nucleus

three break up again, and only the fourth, by a further division,

separates into a male and a female pronucleus, 'which then com-

plete the amphimixis with the corresponding pro-nuclei of another

animal' (compare Fig. 85, 4-7, vol. i. p. 321). This, and the existence

of a dividing apparatus and of chromosomes, make the process appear

very little less complicated than the fertilization of higher animals.

The case is similar even in much lower unicellular organisms, such as

Noctiluca (Fig. 83, vol. i. p. 317). In this form and in Rhizopods it is

true that reducing divisions have not yet been made out, but their

occurrence in the lower Algffi (Basidiobolus), and above all in those

simple unicellular organisms which give rise to malaria, and their

allies, which live as ' Coccidia ' in the blood-cells and intestinal cells

of animals, leads us to expect that they may prove to be of general

occurrence among unicellulars.
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In the Coccidia, which are oxtreiuely simple unicellular organisms,

equipped, however, with a nucleus, tlie adaptations relating to amphi-

mixis are more extensive and nune complex than in the Rhizopods.

For while in the latter the two conjugating cells are absolutely alike

in external appearance, in the former the male cell is distinct from

the female, and indeed the ditlerences ai'e as marked as those tliat

iisually occur in multicellular animals.

We owe our present knowledge of tliese processes especially to

^
'£y'ii:^\^

Km
Fig. 121. Life-cycle of CoLXuHiim litliobil, 11 coll-iianisite of tho centipede

LithoUus; after Schiradinn. i, a ' sporozoite
' ; a, the same penetrating into nn

intestinal epithelial cell; 3, the same growing into a ' schizont ' capable of
division

; 4, the same dividing, and 5, liroaking up into numerous pieces whicli
separate from tho 'residual hody' in the centre, and either, as in i, migrate
into epithelial cells and repeat tho liistory, or jiass on to the phase of sexual
reproduction. In the latter case, after olimiuating a portion of the nucleus
(reduction) in 6 and 6 a, they form the 'niiicroganiote' (the ovum) ; or within
the mother-cell they produce mioroganieto.s (or sperm-cells), 7 and 7 a. Tlio
penetration of a sperm-cell into an ogg-ooll (amphimixis) is shown in 8, tho
fertilized egg-eoll (9) becomes the so-called oocyst or permanent spore, from
Avhich by repeated division (10 and 11), new sporozoites, as in i, arise, and
begin the cycle afresh.

(Schuherg, Schaudinn, and Siedlecki, and, because of their theoretical

importance, I should like to summarize tlie essential points.

One of these Coccidia lives in tlie intestinal cells of a small
centipede, Lithodhu^; in Fig. 131 tlie parasite is shown as a so-called
' Sporozoite,' that is, as a minute sickle-shaped cell, which at first

moves freely about the intestine of the host (i), but then soon
penetrates into an epithelial cell (a). There it grows to a spherical
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shape (3), and then, after having devoured the cell, it gives rise, by
a peculiar process of division (Schizogony), to a number of very

minute nucleated pieces, again sickle-shaped, the Schizonts, each

of which bores its way into an epithelial cell as in a, and follows

the same path of development, so that a large number of cells in the

intestine of the same host ai-e attacked in this manner. But there

is still another mode of reproduction, with which amphimixis is

associated, which leads directly to the formation of ' lasting ' germs
which are enclosed in a capsule or cyst, reach the exterior with the

excrement of the host, and thus spread the infection to other centipedes.

The Schizonts which take this course develop into so-called macro-

gametes and microgaraetes, the former being the female, the latter th

male germ-cells. Then follows the penetration of a male gamete,

actively motile because of its two flagella, into the female gamete (8).

Amphimixis is accomplished, and the product of the fusion of the

two sex-cells (9) surrounds itself with a thinner cyst, within which it

multiplies by twofold division into four cells (10). These are the

' lasting ' spores, which may dry up within the voided excrement

of the centipede (11), and if they be eaten by another animal of the

species, they infect it, for the sporozoites which have been formed by
the previous divisions, creep out, and in form i begin the life-history

anew.

We have thus an alternation of four generations which are all

unicellular, and of which one series (1-5) shows multiplication by
fission, while the other (6-1 1) includes, besides multiplication by
fission and as a condition of this, the process of amphimixis. Amphi-
mixis ')nust occur in order that the formation of ' lasting ' spores and

new sporozoites may result. We have thus a regular alternation of

' asexual ' and ' sexual ' reproduction, and the latter shows great

resemblance to that of multicellular organisms. The macrogamete

corresponds to the ovum, the mierogametes to the spermatozoa, and

they resemble these also in their greater numbers and in their

structure.

But the resemblance goes even further. The ovum is much larger

than the sperm-cell, and undergoes a kind of reduction of its nuclear

substance; shortly before fertilization the ovum-nucleus ('the

germinal vesicle ') comes to the surface—-just as in the case of animal

ova—bursts, and extrudes a part of its substance in the form of

a sphere (Fig. 121, 6 and 7). A reduction of the nuclear substance in

the male cell has not been demonstrated in all cases, but in one of the

Lithobius-Coccidia., Adelea ovata, the relatively large microgamete

(the sperm-cell, Fig. 122, Mi) places itself close to one pole of the
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t'ctnale iiiacrogiuuoti' (the t'j;'i;'-t-oll ) uiid then dixidos twirr in HiU'c-ossiou,

SO that four small colls arise (Fij;'- i'-'-, -IC); ol' these only one

penetrates into the et^g-ct'll {D, cJ A') and unites with it, the other tlui'e

come to nought (7), J//). AVliat a surprising resenihlance this lieai's

to the twofold division of the mother sperm-eell in multieellular

animals, through which the nundier of chromosomes is reducetl to

half! In the conjugation itself the thread-like ehromosomes ol' tlie

female nucleus are plainly recognizalile, while those of the male

remain coiled up (Fig. 118, /.*).

That the nuclear substance can be sepaiated into chromosomes

(ids) even in lowly unicellular organisms was probably lirst demon-

strated by R. Hertwig for ActinottpJuiriurii, a Heliozoon or freshwater

sun-animalcule, then by Lauterborn in regard to Diatoms, by Bloch-

mann for an indigenous Rhizopod, Eu<jlij/>]n(, and by Ishilvawa for

Fiii. 122. Conjugal ion of n Cocciilium {Adi-lea unala), iil'toi- Si'liuiuliiiu unci

Siedleeki. A, the mici-oganidlo (Hiicrm-oi'll) {Mi) 1ms boc-cnuo closely ai)|)oat'd

to the miicrogamete {Ma). B, tlio roduction division of the nuolous of the
macrognnioto has been ofl'cctod

; lik, diroclivi' corpuscles. In the niicrogaineto
the first division of the nucleus has begun. (', four nuclei in tho mioroganioi.e,
of which throe come to nought. P, the lourtli microKaincle-nucleus ^^s K has
become apposed to tho nucleus of the ovum, iu \vhi<'li distinct chromosomo.i
are seen.

the marine Noiilhu'd. Fresh cases liavc been added in the last

decade, so that we can now say that a considerable number of uni-

cellulars, from the ciliated Infusorians and lower Algai down to the

Cocciclia and Diatoms, exhibit a germ-plasm eomiio.sed of ids. Tlieso

structures behaxe in the same way as those in higher organisms, and
Berger was able to demonstrate, in 1900, in tlie case of a Radiolarian,

their multiplication by spontaneous splitting.

From our point of view all this cannot surpi'ise us, since all

these organisms, though only single cells, poss(\ss great complexity of

structure
;
we need only call to mind the extremely line differentiation

of structure in numerous ciliated Iid'u.soiiaiis, such as Htcntov, whicli

has already becin mentioned, or the bell-animalc\de ( Voiilcd/a) witli

its long and peculiarly ciliated gullet, its retractile ciliated disk, its

muscular or myophane layer, its spirally retractile stalk with the
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ribbon-like, rapidly acting muscular axis ; or the regular geometrically

constructed flinty skeleton of the Radiolarians, with their radially

disposed sword-like or rod-like needles and their complex interlacing

lattice-work shells. In the latter case the complexity of the living

substance becomes visible only through its product, the shell, for the

protoplasm itself does not show any visible intricacy, and the same is

true of the Coceidium whose life-history we have just been tracing,

for in each of its stages it seems to be of very simple organization,

though the succession of numerous different forms shows that its

germ-substance must be composed of numerous determinants.

We cannot doubt, however, that, in all unicellular organisms,

the protoplasm can be hardly less complicated as regards its minute

invisible structure, since otherwise it would be impossible that the

delicate vital processes which we observe in them should run their

course. In this I agree, at least in principle, with the beautiful

picture drawn by Ludwig Zehnder in his recent book ^ already

mentioned, though he reached it in quite a different way, namely, by

a purely synthetic method. He made the daring attempt to build up

the organic world from below, starting from atoms and molecules,

and ascending from these to the lowest vital units, our biophors,

to which he attributes a tubular shape and therefore calls fistellas.

He imagines the cell to be made up of a large number, perhaps millions,

of different kinds of fistellie, of which one presides over the power of

turgidity, another over endosmosis, a third over contraction, a fourth

over the conduction of stimuli, &c., so that there results a high degree

of cellular complexity, a composition out of numerous kinds of

biophors arranged on a definite architectural plan. All this corre-

sponds perfectly with the views I have so long championed, and

which alone make the existence of a nucleus intelligible, if it is com-

posed—as I assume—essentially of an accumulation of determinants,

that is, of hereditary substances. And that such a high degree of

complexity of structure is not a mere fanciful picture we see

occasionally even in the case of unicellular organisms. Thus, for

instance, in Coccidiunn ijroijrium, parasitic in the newt (Triton), the

macrogamete or egg-cell (Fig. 123, Ma) before fertilization by the

sperm-cell or microgamete (Fig. 123, Mi) surrounds itself with a cap-

sule, at one pole of which a minute opening, the micropyle, remains

for the entrance of the male cell. This proves, it seems to me, that

this particular spot of the capsule is hereditarily determined, just as

much and just as definitely as the ray of the Hint-skeleton of a Radio-

larian. But if any spot of the capsule can vary by itself alone, may
' Zehnder, Die EntsteJnmg des Lebens, Freiburg-i.-Br., 1899.
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assumed to obtain among them, thus giving rise to the first chromosomes
or ids wl\ic'h were complete in themselves. Then came the multipli-

cation of these ids by the process of division, and only then was the

state arrived at from whicl\ amphimixis, as we now know it, could

have arisen, namely, the existence of a considt'ralile number of identical

ids, half of which could be exchanged for the identical ids of another

individual in conjugation.

But as to ovir question, In what organisms did amphimixis first

arise, and how? there seems, from what ^\'e have already learned

with regard to the Coccidia, little prosjiect of our being able to give a

definite answer, for if amphimixis occurs e\en in these lowly organisms,

and occurs, too, in the same manner as in the higher unicellular

organisms, and not very nmch more simply than among the highest

multicellular organisms, we may conclude that the preliminary stages

will now be very difficult or impossible to detect, either because they

are extinct, or because they occur only in ultra-microscopic organisms.

Nevertheless there do appear to be preliminary stages, and they

are exactly those which we should have assumed if we had been

obliged to construct them theoretically.

The first phenomenon of this kind is the mere juxtaposition of

two or more unicellular organisms, without the occurrence of fusion.

This was probably first observed by Gruber in Amoebas, and it was

theoretically interpreted at a later date by Rhumbler. As many as fifty

Amoebffi gather together to form a ' nest,' and remain closely apposed

to each other for a fortnight. Although no fusion took place, and there

were no visible results of this juxtaposition, it may be concluded that

the animals had some sort of attractive effect upon each other, and it

may be supposed that some sort of advantage must have been

associated with this state of quiet, close apposition against one another.

Cytotropism, the mutual attraction of similar cells, which Wilhelm

Roux first observed in the segmentation-cells of the frog's egg, seems

to occur also in unicellular organisms, and this may help us to under-

stand how a fusion of cell-bodies may have come about.

Fusion of this kind was demonstrated in the Myxomycetes

almost forty years ago by De Bary, and it has been observed more

recently in ^'arious unicellular organisnis, especially in Rhizopods and

in Heliozoa. These last often place themselves close together in pairs,

threes, or even more at a time, and then the delicate cell-bodies

coalesce, though no fusion of the nuclei takes place. With Hartog,

we call this process ' Plastogamy,' but \\'e cannot agree with that

observer when he regards the importance of the process as con-

sisting in the fact that the nuclei thus come into contact with fresh
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is a causal oonuoxion hotwoon (lu* (wo. In i\w slinio runj;'i, (oo,

t-ho union ol' sc>\oi'a.l amo'ha likt> o(>11h into a uuil(i-nuiil(>at(>d plah

uiodiuin is I'ollowod hiti^r hy tho do\ oloimu<nt of uuniorous (>uoa|isulod

spoi-os, liu( only ar(or (.lu> jilasniodiuui, which to ho^^iu with Ih nucro-

sco|iiciilly Huiall, has j;ro\vn (ii a nia.crosco])ically \ isihio, ^oti(^uln(od

mass (.l:'llii(/,iitiii) soMiot.ini(>s a I'oot in t^stcut. In (his caso tla* I'iuij^'Uh,

crooiiini;- slowly o\or its roiuulalion of docayin;;' suhslauoo, (akos u|i

uourislnnont. from it, and it. is not. possihlo to tell whothor tlu> uuiou

ol' tho auuohn* yields any I'ui'thoi' adviuitan'o (liaii that ol' I'acilKid inn'

(rho sproadinj;' <i\(>r lai'^'o (UU'von surracos, a.ud (hi'ou^'li this, lalcr,

the do\-olo()uiont of la.i'o'(* fruit-hodios. litit iu th(< casi' ol' (ho Koiiuui-

nil'iM'a tho plasto^'auiy has oli\ iou.sly a.uotluM' otl'oct, unknown and

uiy,Mtoi'iou,M, which a,s yo( no one has i*\a- lioon a.blo (ro dolino procisoly.

W'oi'ds liko ' Hliinmlu.s to j^Towth,' ' st iuudatino' ol' tho ini^talioliHUi,' a.inl

<'\'on ' roju\ ('nation,' f;'i\(' no insi^hl, in(.o wha( ha.])ii(>nH, hut tlwiit

,souu'tliin^' hai])])ous, (ha( throuj^'h tho fusion ol' (rwo or uiuri" luii

collulai'.s a, sduniluH is (>\oi'l('il, which ros'oa,l,4 itsoll' lati^r iu iniu'i'asod

nipidiliy ul' j;Towt]i, wi' nuiy, and indeed nuist assunu', hooaiiso thiw

[)roceHS ha.H lioeonu' a. |iei'nianon|. ari'ain;;'euioid. iu ho many luiicollulai'

ore;Miisni,M. Ouly \\hai i,s uhoI'uI sur\i\'es, arud (h<> unitiu"' individualH

must deii\e some ad\iui(aj;i' I'rom (.ht> in'oeossol' I'uHion, a.ud it roiuiuuH

to ho Hoon wliotlior wo can lind out with a.ny olearnoss what, thin

ad\'a.nta.[;e nia.y he.

Till within a. I'ew dowuhis a^o it was holie\(Ml that, in thin |ii'ocosh

on(t individual devoured tho otlior, hut this (Nui now uo lono(^|• he main

tained. 11' any one still seriously c.oiisidors thin |ioHHihl(\ Soliaialiun'H

oliHorva.tiouH would convince him ol' hJH error, for in 'I'l'lr/idn/i/in'riii in,

a ma.rin(\ uiauy-nuelea.t.od |{.hi/o|iod, lii' (iliHi<rv(Ml, on tlu> one hand,

tho union ol' two or mor(< a.uiuia,lH, i.i^ |ila,HtoMa,my, a.ud on tho othi'r

hand, tho Hwallowinn' a.nd dio'estin;;' of a. siuaJhu' uieuilior ol' tin* MpocioH

hy a. hirn'or on(( two procoHseH which a.i'o M.hHolid4tly dill'iM'cnt., I'or iu
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the tirst ciiHc the cell-bodies of the two animals remain intact, while

an animal that is eaten becomes surrounded by a food-vacuole, and i,s

dissolved and digested within it. In the former case the vital units

(biophovs) of each animal obviously remain intact and capable of

function ; in the second, those of the over-mastered animal are at

once dissolved and chemically broken up; as biophors, therefore,

they cease to exist. Whether one or the other process takes place may
perhaps depend on whether the two animals differ greatly in size, so

that the smaller can be quite surrounded by the larger.

In a former lecture I have emphatically e.Kpressed my dissent from

the view which interprets amphimixis as a process of rejuvenation,

meaning thereby a necessary renewal of life, and I need not go into

this again in detail : for that the metabolism can continue through

uncounted generations without being artificially stimulated—that is,

in any other way than by nutrition—is proved by all those lowly

organisms which exhibit neither plastogamy nor complete amphimixis,

and also by the occurrence of purely parthenogenetic reproduction,

&c. In what, then, can the advantage lie which the conjugating

unicellular organisms derive from conjugation ? Obviously not in that

they impart to each othei' what each already possessed, but only in the

communication of something special and individual, something that

was peculiar to each, and becomes common to both.

Haberlandt believed that the development of auxo-spores in

Diatoms pointed towards the processes which form the deepest roots

of amphimixis. As is well known, the hard and unyielding flinty

shell of these lowly Algfe involves a diminution of the organism

at every division, so that the Diatoms become smaller and smaller

as they go on multiplying, and if that went on without limit they

would come rapidly to extinction. But a corrective is supplied in the

periodical occurrence of conjugation of two organisms which have

already materially diminished in size, and this is followed by the

OTOwth of the two fused individuals to the original normal size of

the species.

It is, of course, obvious that in this case the union of two

organisms which have become too small may be of advantage

in bringing them back to the requisite normal size ; but this is an

isolated special case, which certainly does not justify our regarding

conjugation as a means whereby diminished bodily size may be brought

back to its normal proportions. By far the greater number of unicel-

lular organisms are not permanently diminished in size by division,

and even in the Diatoms the mass of the two fused individuals does

not amount to the normal size of the species, so that even in this
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case there must be growth subsequent to tte conjugation before the

normal is re-attained. It may be doubted, therefore, whether the

increase in mass is, even in the case cited, the essential event in

conjugation, and whether there are not other effects which we cannot

clearly recognize. Here, too, there must be differences between the

two conjugating individuals, as we have just seen, for if they only

communicated something similar to each other, the result would be an

increase only in their mass, not in their qualities.

Although we cannot demonstrate differences of this kind in the

case of the lowly organisms with which we are now dealing, we may
assume their existence from analogy with the higher organisms.

We know, especially through G. Jager, that in Man every individual

has a specific exhalation, his particular odour, and that in the secretions

of his glands there are incalculably minute differences in chemical

composition, which justify the conclusion that the living substance

of the secreting cells themselves exhibits such differences, and that

all the various kinds of cells in an individual are not absolutely

identical with the corresponding cells of another individual, but that

they are distinguished from them by minute yet constant chemical

differences. The assumption that differences of this kind exist even

in unicellulars, and in all lowly organisms generally, is not a merely

fanciful one, but has much probability.

How far the combination of these individual differences of

chemical, and at the same time vital, organization is able to quicken,

to strengthen the metabolism, to bring about 'physiological regene-

ration,' or whatever we may choose to call it, we do not yet understand.

It has been said that in plastogamy an exchange of ' substances ' takes

place ; that each gives to the other the substances which it possesses

and the other lacks, and that this causes an increase of vital energy.

But it is unlikely that we have here to do mer-ely with chemical

substances, although these, of course, as the material basis of all vital

processes, are indispensable ; it seems to me more probable that the

vital units (biophors) themselves in their specific individuality must

play the chief part. But even this is saying very little, for we have

not yet reached an understanding of these processes, and if we were

not forced by the fact of plastogamy to the conclusion that this union

must have some use, no one would have been likely to postulate

it as useful, still less as necessary. It has, of course, been frequently

suggested that multiplication by fission, if long-continued, results

in ' exhaustion,' and that this is corrected by amphimixis, but who
can tell why this ' exhaustion ' might not be remedied, and even more
efiectually remedied, by a fresh supply of fuel, that is, of food 1 One
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might have thought that the vital processes would he thus more
readily recuperated than by the co-operative combination of two
already ' exhausted ' cells. Two exhausted horses may perhaps be able

to pull the load that one of them was no longer equal to, but in the

case we are considering it is the combined burdens of two units that

liave to be borne, although each was no longer equal to its own share

!

That is more than we can understand.

Zehnder has recently deiined the effect of amphimixis as

a ' strengthening of the power of adaptation,' and he infers that the

' digestive iistellas ' (Biophors) of two individuals, which have some-

what different powers of digestion, are, when they combine, able

to assimilate more kinds of food than either was able to assimilate

by itself. But I confess that I do not see how an advantage for the

whole would be gained through this alone, since half of the digestive

biophors would have to work for the nutrition of the mass of the

individual A, the other half of the differently constituted biophors

for that of the individual B, and the nutritive capacity would thus

i-emain exactly what it was before conjugation. Nevertheless I believe

that Zehnder was right in his supposition that conjugation is con-

cerned with strengthening the power of adaptation, and I have long

maintained and defended this interpretation with regard to true

amphimixis in nucleated organisms. In these cases it is quite obvious

that the communication of fresh ids to the germ-plasm implies an

augmentation of the variational tendencies, and thus an increase

of the power of adaptation. Under certain circumstances this may
be of direct advantage to the individual which results from the

amphimixis, but in most cases the advantage will be only an indirect

one, which may not necessarily be apparent in the lifetime of this

one individual, but may become so only in the course of generations

and with the aid of selection. For amphimixis must bring together

favourable as well as unfavourable variations, and the advantage

it has for the species lies simply in the fact that the latter are weeded

out in the struggle for existence, and that by repetition of the process

the unfavourable variational tendencies are gradually eliminated more

and more completely from the germ-plasm of the species.

But this cannot have been the efficient cause in the introduction

of amphimixis into the series of vital phenomena ; the reason for this

must be found in some direct advantage, such as that it improved and

increased the assimilating power, the growth, and the multiplication

of the particular individual, so that it gained an advantage over

individuals which had not entered into conjugation. This advantage

inust exist, at least in the lower forms of conjugation, in pure plasto-
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gamy, i. e. in the mere coalescence of the protoplasmic bodies. But,

as it seems to me, we have not yet clearly recognized what the

advantage precisely is; we do not yet see how such a mingling

or combination of two plasms should every time be of advantage

for the combined conjugate. If we assume with Zehnder that two

kinds of ' nutritive' biophors are brought together which differ slightly

from each other in digestive capacity, three cases may occur. Either

the food a, adequate for the animal A, is just as abundant as the

food b, suitable for the animal B, and then half the conjugated animal

will be nourished by means of the biophors a, the other half by means

of the biophors b, and the state of matters is the same as it was

before conjugation ; or the food b is more abundant than the food a,

or conversely, and then the biophors b will have to take the larger

share in the nourishment of the conjugate A + B, and they will

therefore multiply more rapidly and the biophors a will decrease

relatively in number. Nutrition and growth will then go on more

slowly for a time, but will soon attain to their former intensity. The

combined individual A+B has then certainly gained an advantage

over the isolated animal A, and the living substance of A which,

if left to itself would probably have perished, can continue to live

in combination with B. But in that case it is not obvious where

the advantage in the union can lie, as far as B is concerned. An
advantage to B only results if there be a combination not of one kind

of biophor only, but of several or many kinds of biophors. If for

instance A, whose digestive biophors were weak, brought with it into

the partnership ' secretory ' or nervous biophors stronger than those of

B, then there would be an advantage for both in the combination,

and it is thus that, in the meantime, I interpret the direct benefit

which results from pure plastogamy. This benefit must be the more

important and far-reaching the longer multiplication by fission con-

tinues without the occurrence of conjugation.

We thus reach what is perhaps a not wholly unsatisfactory con-

ception of amphimixis, in so far at least that we do not require

to assume that there has been a fundamental change in its significance

between its expression in the lowest organisms and in the higher and

even highest forms. Everywhere it is the same advantage: an increase

in the power of adaptation ; but it sometimes finds expression directly

in the product of conjugation, sometimes only indirectly, sooner or

later, among the descendants of the product.

How far below the Myxomycetes pure plastogamy reaches we do

not know ; whether it also occurs among non -nucleated organisms

(Haeekel's Monera) we cannot tell from experience, since these
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assumed organisms have not yet been observed v^dth certainty.

Perhaps they all lie below the limits of visibility, and then we could

never do more than suppose that plastogamic processes occur among
them. Logically and purely theoretically we may i,uppo&e that amphi-
mixis occurred first between the plasmic bodies of non-nucleated

Monera, then between the cell-bodies of true cells, and finally between
the nuclei of cells.

Let us hold fast to what we have found to be probable, namely,
that the fusion of individually diflerent simple organisms must or may
bring about a direct advantage—a stimulation of the metabolism, and
at the same time an improvement of the constitution in different

directions, and let us go on to the consideration of cell-fusion com-
bined with nuclear fusion, or complete amphimixis. In this something
is added which we can recognize as an important advantage, namely,

the combination of two hereditary substances, and thus the union

of two variation-complexes which, according to our view, is necessary

if transformation of species is to take place. In mere plastogamy

such a union of two hereditary masses could only take place in Monera,

not in nucleated organisms. If then there are really unicellular

organisms which exhibit plastogamy without karyogamy (certain

Foraminifera), we have a further proof that these processes of plasmic

fusion imply direct advantage, which is distinct from the indirect

advantage lying in the mingling of two different hereditary con-

tributions, since in these cases of plastogamy there is no demonstrable

mingling of hereditary bodies, no karyogamy.

But as soon as karyogamy or nuclear fusion was associated with

mere plastogamy, complete amphimixis could never be lost again,

because it alone made it possible that there should be harmonious

transformation and adaptation in organisms which were becoming

ever more complex; the primary effect of the mingling would be more

and more transcended, since, without amphimixis, transmutation with

harmonious adaptation in all directions would be less and less possible

as organisms became more complex in structure. I have already

referred to the manifold details in the structure and development

of the lowest organisms which make this conclusion appear luminous

to us, but we can also infer the necessity for an unceasingly active

selection, from a quite different set of facts, namely, from what we
know of riidimentary organs in Man.

We may regard Mankind as a species which has its local races

and sub-races, but which is fixed in its essential characters, and only

fluctuates hither and thither in individual variation in each sub-race,

just like any other modern mammal, such as the marmot or the hare.

ir. Q
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Nc'A'i'rtlu'loHH we know tlmt Man, as n'{;'iu-(lM ccrlaiii I'aJrly luuiioroiis

piuiH, is continually and jicrsistcntly \'aryinf;' in a dcHnito diroi'tion.

Wiodorshoini, in his bonk On l/ie Klnu'turc of Ma ii'. cnnincrati's ai lonjj

scries of parts and organs ol' tlic luinian liody, which arc in process

oi" gradual degeneration, and ol' which it may be jircdicted thai (hey

will disappear I'roni tlii^ human structure since they luive lost runctional

significance. Among these dwindling sti'nctnrcs are the two last ribs,

the eleventh and twell'th, while the thirteentli has ab-ea.dy disa.))pearred,

and only occurs t'xceptionally as a, small \'estige in the adult luunan

being of to-day. 'riie series includes also the seventh cervical rib,

the (W vcid.riile ol' the wrist, the wisdom teeth, and the x-erniil'orm

appendix of the intestine. 'V\w. last is nnich larger in nuiny mannrials,

and represents an im])ortant ])aii ol' the digestix'c apparatus, but

in Man it has dwindled to an nnimiiortant aii]irndag<', which is

a source of danger when foreign bodies (cherry stones and sucli like)

lodge in it and set up iniiannnation. The variations in its length

warrant us in concluding that it is still in process of degt'iuM-ation ;

its average length is about 8^ cm., but it varies from a cm. to '23 cm.

in length, and in about Sj per cent, of cases a ))art:ial or I'ntire closing

up of its opening into the intestine, may be observed.

Wiodersheim (^numerati^s nearly a luindi'ed parts thus in jirocess

ol' degeneration : this means that nearly a hundred structures in Man
are at the present time in process of variation, and this couhl not be

so unless amphimixis were continually mingling the hereditary con-

tributions anew from generaXion to generation, so that the miinis-

variations of the ])arts in (piestion, starting from the germ-jilaHm in

which they arose at one, time as chance variations, and contiinied in

their direction by means of gernn'nal selection, nvv gradually beitig

transmitted to all the germ-plasms ol' the s])ecies. We thus see that

even in a pei-iod of specic^s-lil'e, which we may fairly ca,ll a ])er'iod of

constancy, variations of a phyletic kind are continually in jirocess,

whichcouldnot become general without the co-opeiution of amphimixis.

Now, we have ab-eady s(^en that i)(^rsonal scilection plays no part,

01-, at least, no important part in such degenerations, because the

variations which ai-e here concerned do not usually attain to selection

value, but it is just such variations ])roceiHling with inlinit(! 8lown(^ss

that occur in functionally iniportant oi-gans likewise^, and in the pro-

gres.sive advance of which personal selection and mutual ada])ta.tion

probably play a jiart, so that in this way wi; ca,n understand why the

preservation of ainphigony by natural selection must be effected. It

is impossible -for obvious reasons—to name ])articular instances with
' (/e6cr rfen Baw (?es Jlfonsc/im, 2nd cd., ProibiM-g-i. -Br., 1893. Trims. London i8g6.
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certainty, as we can do in the case of the rudimentary organs, but
even on general considerations we might expect that among the

incipient variations of the determinants of the germ-plasm there

would be some which were in an ascending direction, and that among
these there would be some which, advanced by germinal selection,

would go on ascending until they attained selection value. Wieder-

sheim reckons, for instance, the gradually increasing differentiation of

the cortical zone of the human brain among the parts which are still

in process of ascending variation, and he is probably right in

doing so.

But if variations, so slow as to be unnoticeable, are still of

abundant occurrence in Man, we have no reason to doubt that similar

processes are going on in other animals ; among the higher Vertebrates

at least there is hardly a species which does not exhibit regressive

variations even now, and in many cases progressive variations also

are occurring, although we cannot give definite proofs of this.

The appearance of fixity which most species have is, therefore,

illusory ; in reality thej^ exhibit a slow flux, gradually setting aside

the superfluities they received from their ancestors, perfecting

the important parts to more precise adaptation and greater

functional capacity, and at the same time endeavouring to maintain

all the parts in constant harmony. We can understand that as long

as this process of gradual perfecting goes on, amphimixis will not

readily be given up. Those that retain it must always, in the long

run, have the preference. Moreover, as we have seen, it cannot be

given u.p, when it has existed through seons, because of the power of

persistence which the germ-plasm has gradually acquired in the

course of such a long hereditary succession. It could only be given

up if an advantage decisive as to survival were associated with its

abandonment, such as can be actually recognized in most cases of

parthenogenesis, among animals at least.

In my opinion this indirect effect of amphimixis, that is, the

increasing of the possibilities of adaptation by new combinations of

individual variational tendencies, is the main one, while the direct

nutritive effect of the two germ-eells upon one another is quite

subsidiary. In tliis opinion I find myself in opposition to the views

of many if not most naturalists, who assume that amphimixis has

a direct, sometimes, indeed, only a direct effect, and believe that they

can prove it by facts.

In support of this position it has been pointed out that allogamy,

that is, the mingling of individuals of different ancestry, occurs

even among lowly unicellulars, and then higher up among most

Q 3
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organisms; but the question has not been asked whether this mutual

attraction of the unlike really expresses a primary characteristic of

organisms, and may not possibly be a secondary acquisition adapted

to ensure the occurrence of amphimixis. If we examine the facts we
find that even in the lowly Algas, such as Pandorina and Ulothrix,

only the migratory cells or swarm-spores of different cell-colonies

conjugate with one another, but not those of the same lineage, and

this phenomenon may be observed in many unicellular plants and

animals. We are justified in concluding from this that a fairly large

degree of difference between the conjugating gametes secures the best

results, whether this result is to be looked for in a ' rejuvenation ' or in an

increased adaptive capacity ; but it is erroneous to regard the stronger

attraction between individuals of different descent as a direct outcome

of this. To me, at least, it seems to be an adaptive arrangement.

The whole of the long and complex phylogenetic history of the sex-

cells, the gametes, shows clearly that we have here to deal with

a succession of adaptations, and that the degree of attraction which

obtains between gametes has gradually been increased and specialized

in the course of the phylogeny. I need only briefly recall what we
have discussed in a former lecture, that at first the copulating cells

were exactly alike in appearance and size, that then one kind of cell

became rather larger than the other, and that only gametes which were

thus different in size were mutually attractive—the micro-gametes and

the macro-gametes, or male and female germ-cells ; we have seen that

these differences between the two became more and more accentuated,

that the female cell continued to grow larger than the male, and to

accumulate more and more nutritive material for the building up of

the young organism which arises from its union with the male cell,

and that the male cells became smaller, but more numerous, as was
essential if their chances of finding the often remote female cell were

not to disappear altogether. And besides, there are all the innumer-

able adaptations of the egg-cell to the countless special circumstances

which obtain in the different groups, and the innumerable varieties

in the form of the sperm-cell, with all its delicate and complicated

adaptations to the special conditions under which the egg-cell can be

reached and fertilized in this or that group of organisms. Of a truth,

he is past helping who does not regard with wonder and admiration

the adaptations which have been worked out in this connexion
in the course of evolution ! But if all these details are adaptations,

so is the beginning of the whole process of differentiation ; allogamy,

the attraction of conjugating cells of different lineage, is not a primary
outcome of individual diversity

;
gametes of different descent did not
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strongly attract each other of themselves, but they were equipped

with a strong power of mutual attraction, because the union of very

different individualities was the more advantageous.

This is an important distinction, for the adaptation to allogamy is

widely distributed, and its latest manifestations have frequently been

misunderstood in the same way as its beginnings. The widespread

occurrence of allogamy has been interpreted as evidence in favour of

the rejuvenation theory, and the endeavour on Nature's part to secure

the union of the unlike has been associated with the hypothetical

' rejuvenating ' power of amphimixis, and regarded as a direct and
inevitable outcome of this. That this view is erroneous we shall see

even more clearly from what follows.

As among unicellular Algse it is frequently only gametes of

different lineage which conjugate, so among animals and plants there

are numerous cases in which the union of nearly related gametes is

more or less strictly excluded, both by the prevention of self-fertiliza-

tion (autogamy) in hermaphrodites, or by the prevention of inbreeding,

that is, the continued pairing of near relatives. Now all the

preventive measures which effect this are of a secondary nature ; they

are adaptations which result from the advantage involved in the

mingling of unrelated germ-plasms, even though it sometimes seems

as if they were an outcome of the primary nature of the

germ-cells.

The primary result of the mutual chemical influence of the two

germ-cells upon one another is—apart from the impulse to develop-

ment which the centrosphere of the sperm-cell supplies—as far as

I see, only the more favourable or the more unfavourable mingling of

the biophor- or determinant-variants, and the resulting increase or

decrease in adaptive capacity, which leads to the better thriving of

the offspring, or conversely to its degeneration. Everything else is

secondary and depends upon adaptation, effected in very diverse ways^

to secure the most favourable mingling of the germ-plasms for the

particular species concerned. Undoubtedly the parental ids united

through amphimixis have an effect upon each other, since throughout

the building up of the organism of the child the homologous deter-

minants struggle with one another for food, but they do not affect

each other in the way that many prominent physiological and medical

writers suppose, namely, that the union of the parental germ-plasms

sets up a ' formative stimulus ' which ' advances ' or even ' greatly

advances ' the process of development in the egg.

Partheuogenetic development goes on just as rapidly, sometimes

even more rapidly than that of the fertilized ova of the same species

!
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How can the supposed ' formative stimulus ' be so entirely dispensed

with in this case ?

Of course I am well aware that the two kinds of germ-cells

have a strong attraction for each other, and that the protoplasm

of the ovum actually exhibits tremulous movement when the

spermatozoon penetrates through the micropyle, I myself observed

this in the case of the lamprey (Petromyzon) when Calberla instituted

his investigations on the fertilization of that animal, but has

that anything to do with a formative stimulus'? Is it anything

more than the result of the chemotactic stimxilus exei-ted by the

substance of the ovum upon that of the spermatozoon and conversely ?

And have we any ground for seeing anything more in this than an

adaptation of the sex-cells to the necessity of mutually finding each

other out and thereafter combining 1 Two quite different things are

often confused with one another in this connexion : the mutual

attraction of the two kinds of sex-cells which tends to secure their

union, and the results of this union. A more exact distinction

is necessary between the effects and the advantages which allogamy

brings in its train and the means by which it is secured in the

different species.

If amphimixis really set up a ' formative ' stimulus, and if the

amount of this was regulated by the differences between the two

parental germ-plasms, then parthenogenesis, which implies the entire

absence of the mingling of two parental cells, would necessarily be even

less advantageous than amphimixis between near relatives; but this

is not the case. Continued inbreeding leads in many cases to the

degeneration of the descendants, and particularly to lessened fertility

and even to complete sterility. Thus in my prolonged breeding

experiments with white mice, which were later carried on by G. von

Guaita, strict inbreeding, effected throughout twenty-nine generations,

resulted in a gradually diminishing fertility, and similar observations

have been made by Ritzema Bos and others. But why does not the

same thing happen in pure parthenogenesis 1 My experiments in

breeding parthenogenetic Ostracods (Cyjjris reptans) shows that these

crustaceans, in the course of the eighty generations which I have

observed till now^ have lost nothing of their prolific fertility and

vital power ; and the same is true in free nature of the rose-gall wasp
{Rhodites rotOB), which enjoys the greatest fertility notwithstanding

its purely parthenogenetic .reproduction, the females not infrequently

' The cultures were tegun in 1884 and are still continued (March 6, 1902), still

multiplying as abunduntly as at the outset, I reckon that there are on an average five
generations in a year, which means about eighty generations in sixteen years
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laying a hundred eggs in a single bud. How does it happen that

'the mutual influence of two different hereditary substances which
so powerfully promotes individual development ' can be here altogether

dispensed with 1 Only because it does not really exist, except in the

imagination of my opponents, still influenced by the old dynamic
theory of fertilization.

But it may be asked, whence come the injurious results of

inbreeding, if not from the union of two nearly related germ-plasms ?

They certainly do arise from that cause, but it is not through

a 'formative stimulus,' too slight in this case, exercising a direct

formative chemical eflfect upon the two hereditary substances, but

through the indirect influences exerted by these too similar hereditary

contributions during the development of the new individual. Lest

it be imagined that I am tilting against windmills, I will refer to one

of the numerous examples of the evil eff'ects of inbreeding which

have been submitted to me as specially corroborative of the conception

of amphimixis as a 'formative stimulus' whose strength depends upon

the difierence between the germ-substances. The renowned breeder,

Nathusius, allowed the progeny of a sow of the large Yorkshire breed,

imported from England when with young, to x-eproduce by inbreeding

for three generations. The result was unfavourable, for the young-

were weakly in constitution and were not prolific. One of the last

female animals, for instance, when paired with its own uncle

—

known to be fertile with sows of a different breed—produced a

litter of six, and a second litter of five weakly piglings. But when
Nathusius paired the same sow with a boar of a small black breed,

which boar had begotten seven to nine young when paired with sows

of his own breed, the sow of the large Yorkshire breed produced in the

first litter twenty-one and in the second eighteen piglings.

How could this really remarkable difference in the fertility of the

sow in question be the result of a formative stimulus, exercised by the

sperm-cells of the unrelated boar upon the ova of the female animal ?

If the progeny of the sow had been more fertile than herself, then

we should have been at least logically justified in concluding that

this was the case, but it is not intelligible that the egg-cells of this

mother sow should be increased twice or three times because they

were fertilized by a new kind of sperm as they glided from the ovary.

The number of ova which are liberated from the ovary depends in the

first instance upon the number of mature ova contained in it; and

unless we are to make the highly improbable assumption that the

crossing with the strange boar had as an immediate result the

maturing of a large number of ova, we must look elsewhere than
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in the ovary of the animal for the cause of this sudden fertility,

possibly in chance circumstances \yhich we are unaAvare of and which

make the ovary occasionally more producti\-e, possibly liowevei- in the

fact that inbreedinii' may haA'e brought about various slight structural

^^a.riations in the animal, and among these some which made the

fertilization of tlie abundantly produced o\-a by the sperm of the

related boar less easy, and caused it to fail more frequently. As will

be readily understood, I cannot say anything definite on this point,

but we know that very slight variations in the sperm-eell or the ovum

may make fertilization difficxilt, or maj^ even in-event it. I need only

i-eniind you of the interesting experiments in liybridization which

Plliiger and Born made with Batrachians nearly thirtj?- years ago,

which showed that in two nearly relatetl species of frog the ova of the

.species A were frequentl}^ fertilized by the sperms of the species B,

but not conversely, the ova of the species B by the sperms of A. This

is the case, for instance, with the green edible frog (Banu efnuleiita),

and the brown grass-frog {Ba)ia fusca), and the reason of this dis-

similai-ity in the efl'ectiveness of the sperm lies simply in ' rovigh

mechanical conditions,' in the width of the micropyle of the ovum,

and the thickness of the head of the spermatozoon. If each species

possesses a micropyle which is exactly wide enough to admit of the

passage of the spermatozoon of its own species, another species will

•only be able to fertilize these eggs if the head of its spermatozoon

be not larger tlian that of the first species. Thus, as experiment

has proved, the spermatozoa of K(tiu( fufca fertilize the ova of almost

all other related species, for they ha\e the thinnest head and it is at

the same time verj- pointed. In this case, thei'efoi'c, it depends upon

the microscopic structure of the o\um whether fertilization can take

place or not, and we can imagine that similar or perhaps othei-

minute variations had taken place in the ova in the case of Nath\isi\is's

.sow, and that these matle it difficult for the sperms of boars of

the same family to ett'ect fertilization. These variations may have

arisen as a result of the continued inbreeding, because the same ids

were constantlj^ being brought together in the fertilized ova, and

thus an}^ unfavourable directions of vai'iations which existed were

.strengthened.

It seems to me that in this way alone can the injurious ett'ect

•of inbreeding be made intelligible. From both parents identical ids

meet in the fertilized ovum, in greater numbers the longer inbreeding-

continues, for at the maturation of every germ-cell the number
of different ids is diminished by a few, and their number must there-

fore gradually decrease, and it is conceivable that ultimately it may
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sink to ouo kind of id, that is, tli;U the ovnu-plasni m.iy then i-oiisist

ontiivly of idontioal ids. If chance variations of certain determinants

in UHfavouKvhle directions oecvir in some of the ids eomposiiii:; the

i;vnn-plasm, these aiv bivught tooether in tlie ottsprin>;- fixmi lx>th

the maternal and the pitermvl side, and will occur in an ineroasing

number of ids the lon^ei- tlie inbreeding has o\ine on. that is. the

smaller the luintber of ditieivnt ids ha.s become. The unfavourable

variation- tendency is therefore persisted in. and its intluence upon

the development of a new deseendattt will be the i;roater tlie larger

the number of identical ids with these unfavourable variations. It is

obvious that the cix^ssino- of an animal, which is thtis, so to speak,

dei:,vnei-atin>i' slightly, with a member of an univlated family nmst

immevliately have a i;ood etleet upon the descendants, for in this

way qxiitt" ditieivnt ids with other variations of their determinants

aiv intixxluceii into the inbivd gerni-plasm which had become too

monotonous.

Fivim this tluvivtical interpivtati^vn of the injurious consequences

of inbivetling we may at once infer that not every inbreedinsj

necessju-ily implies dej^enenition, for the vxvmivnce of unfaNOurablc

variational tendencies in tJie. gin-m-plasm is pivsuppi^sed as the

startiuij-point of dojjeneration, and if these do not exist thei-e can \x>

no liecenCKitiou. This hiirmonires with the fait that the evil etl'eets

of inl^-eCilinp, aiv oWervcii to ;!),»/ j/iwirfi/ «"» amount, and «*<»»/ not

fk^-iir at all. But they aiv jrreatest in bivetls ai-tificially sekH"ted

by man, which have long lxx?n under unnatural, diivetly influential

ixmditions, anvl aiv also ivmovevl fivm the purifying intluence of

natural seUx'tion In such cases, theivfoiv. theiv is every prolvibility

that divei^e unfavoui'ahle variational tendencies in the determinants

will occur.

But how aiv we to understand tlie fait that ptnv pvrtlienogenesis

may last through imtumei-aWe genCKitions. and yet no degenei-ation

sets in? 1 believe very simply. In this case too, the sjime ids which

weiv }veuliai- to tlie mother of the race aiv contained in the descend-

ants, but they do not diminish in number, foi- in piiiv and normal

pvrtlieiiogenesis. such as that of C;iji i> ,t'/»f(ii,>. the second maturation-

division of the ovum does not take place, and this is pivcisely the

nuclear division which eli\x>ts ivdnetion. In addition, the inti\xInctiou

of identii-al ids. which nnist take place in the case of inbiveiling

at every .-iinphimixis. d. i s not ix^nir, and. what is certainly of great

iinpi>rtanoe, all these cases aiv old species, living under natural

conditions—the same conditions under which thiy liveil as amphi-

gvMiotis species, and not newly formed biveds under aititicial
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conditions, as has probably always been the case in the experiments

in inbreeding.

It is true that even in old species, living in a state of nature,

unfavourable variations may arise in the germ-plasm, and may go on

increasing during purely parthenogenetic multiplication, for the ids

with unfavourably varying determinants will no longer be set aside

by means of reducing division. But those individuals in which the

unfavourable variational tendency increases until it has attained

selection-value will be subject to selection and will be gradually

eliminated ; indeed, the weeding out of the inferior individuals will

be more drastic here than where amphigony obtains, because in this

case all the offspring of one mother are nearly alike, so that the whole

progeny is exterminated if the mother varies unfavourably.

On the other hand, a transformation in a favourable direction,

an adaptation to new conditions of life, as far at least as that implies

the simultaneous variation and harmonious co-adaptation of many
parts, cannot, as far as I can see, be effected in the course of purely

parthenogenetic reproduction, nor can a degeneration of complicated

pai'ts which have become superfluous. For both these changes, in my
opinion, require that the ids of the germ-plasm should be frequently

mingled afresh, since apart from this there cannot be a harmonious

readjustment of complicated structures, nor can a uniform degene-

ration affecting all parts set in. As an example of this last case

we may take that organ which became functionless in the purely

parthenogenetic species of Ostracods when amphigonous reproduction

was given up—the sperm-pocket or receptaculum of the female.

All these species still possess an unaltered receptaculum seminis,

a large pear-shaped bladder with a long, narrow, spirally coiled

entrance-duct, very well adapted for allowing the enormous spermatozoa

of the males to make their way in singly, and to arrange themselves

within the receptacle side by side in the most beautiful order, like

a long ribbon, and finally to migrate out again singly to fertilize the

liberated ova. In Cypris reptans and several other species, however,

no males have been found in any of the places which have been

carefully searched, and the receptaculum of the female is always

found to be empty. Nevertheless it shows no hint of degeneration.

It is possible enough that, as in Apus cancriformis, which is of similar

habit, the males have become extinct in most colonies of these species,

but that nevertheless they do occur here and there from time to time

in the area inhabited by the species, and if this should prove to be

the case, it would confirm the conclusion, which is very probable

on other grounds, that the pure parthenogenesis of these species

Digitized by Microsoft®



THE GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF AMPHIMIXIS 235

has not existed in most of their habitat3 for a long time, speaking

phylogenetieally. For this reason we must not over-estimate the

significance of the complete persistence of the receptaculum even with

exclusively parthenogenetic reproduction. It proves, however, that

degeneration of a superfluous organ does not necessarily set in even

after hundreds of generations, and in this fact there is certainly

a corroboration of the view that it is ' chance ' germinal variations

which give the impulse to degeneration. These first induce a down-

grade variation through germinal selection, and this, if it concerns

an organ of no importance to the survival of the species, is not

hindered in its progress by personal selection. Whether degeneration of

the receptaculum would have occurred in these parthenogenetic species

if they had retained even a periodic sexual reproduction, as is actually

the case in the generations of the alternately parthenogenetic and

sexually reproducing Aphides, we cannot decide, since we know
nothing in either case as to the length of time that parthenogenesis

has prevailed among them, nor have we any method of computing the

number of generations that must elapse before a superfluous organ

begins to vacillate. We only know that the parthenogenetic genera-

tions of Aphides no longer possess a receptaculum, while other forms

with alternating bi-sexual and parthenogenetic modes of reproduction,

which are in this respect possibly more modern, e. g. some of the gall-

wasps, possess one similar to that of the Ostracods.

I must refer to one other case of parthenogenesis, since it has

been hitherto regarded as a formidable puzzle for the germ-plasm

theory, and has only recently found its solution, I mean the facultative

parthenogenesis of the queen-bee. As the ' male ' eggs of the bee

remain unfertilized, and yet undergo two reducing divisions, which

must diminish the number of ids in the ovum-nucleus by a half,

the number of ids in the germ-plasm of the bee must be steadily

decreasing, and this state of things has therefore been regarded by

some English biologists as convincing evidence of the untenability

of the conception of ids and of the whole germ-plasm theory.

Apparently, indeed, it is contradictory to the theory, and we must

inquire whether the contradiction is merely an apparent one, dis-

appearing when the facts are more precisely known. It was

mainly on this ground that I instituted the researches carried out

by Dr. Petrunkewitsch, the results of which I have already in part

communicated in a former lecture. These results confirmed the

previous conclusions that the ' male ' eggs of the queen-bee remain

unfertilized, that two reducing divisions occur, and that in consequence

the ovum-nucleus only contains half the normal number of chromo-
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somes. That these increase again by division to the normal number

does not save the theory, for only identical ids can arise in this way,

while the significance of the multiplicity of the ids lies mainly in

their difference. The halving of the number of ids in each ' male

'

ovum would necessarily lead, if not to a permanent diminution in

the number of ids, at least to a monotony of the germ-plasm, since

the number of diferent ids would be steadily decreasing and the

number of identical ids as steadily increasing. This too would be

a contradiction of the theory. But Dr. Petrunkewitsch's investiga-

tions have shown that, of the four nuclei which are formed by the

two reducing divisions, the two middle ones (Fig. yg, K 2 and 7^3)

recombine with one another, and fuse into a single nucleus, and that

Fig. 79 (repeated). The two maturation divisions of the 'drone eggs'
(unfertilized eggs) of the bee, after PetrunJiCAvitsch. Rsp i, the first directive
spindle. Ki and if 2, the two daughter-nuclei of the same. Rsp 2, the second
directive spindle. K3 and A' 4, the two daughter-nuclei. In the next stage
K2 and 2v 3 unite to form the primitive sex-nucleus. Highly magnified.

from this copulation-nucleus in the course of development the primitive

germ-cells of the embryo arise. Now all the ids which were originally

present in the nucleus of the immature ovum may be reunited in

this ' polar copulation-nucleus ' if the two nuclei K 2 and K 3 turned
towards each other in Fig. 79 contain different ids. That this is

the case cannot of course be seen from the ids themselves, but it

seems to me extremely probable, since it is dissimilar poles of the
two nuclear spindles which here unite, namely, the lower pole

(daughter-nucleus) of the upper spindle and the upper pole of the
lower spindle. In the first directive or polar spindle there lay
thirty-two chromosomes, which had increased by duplication from
sixteen, and of these sixteen passed over into the first polar nucleus,

while sixteen formed the basis of the second directive spindle. These
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two sets of sixteen chromosomes must have been quite similar, since

the two sets arose by division ol' the sixteen mother-chromosomes.

Let us call the chromosomes a, h, r, d-q, then similar sets of chromo-

somes must have been contained in the two nuclear spindle figures

depicted in Fig. 79 at the beginning of the division, and eight of these

went to each daughter-nucleus. Now, if a-h migrated to the upper

pole of the spindle and l-q to the lower pole, then the miion of K a

with K 3 would bring together again all the ids that had before been

present. In consideration of this I predicted to Dr. Petrunkewit?ch

that this copulation-product might be the basis of the formation

of the germ-cells in the drone-bee, and his painstaking and difficult

researches have confirmed this prediction, strange though it may
seem, that the male germ-cells have a different origin from the

female germ- cells. But this discovery gives a strong support to the

germ-plasm theory. It majr, of course, be objected that the assumed

regular distribution of the ids in the two daughter-nuclei cannot

be proved, but we know already that this dividing apparatus does

vei^ exact work, and we are at liberty to assume it in an even higher

degree. Moreover, what other intei-pretation of the unexpected

development of the germ-cells discovered bj^ Petrunkewitseh could

be given if this had to be rejected? A clearer proof of the indi-

vidual differences of ids and of their essential importance could not

be desired, than lies in the fact that in the ' male ' eggs of the queen-

bee a different and novel mode of gerl^l-cell formation is instituted,

after lialf the ids have been irrecoverably withdrawn from the

ovum-nucleus. We see from this that for individual development

a duplication of individual ids may suffice, but that for the further

development of the species a retention of the diversity of the ids

is important.
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INBREEDINC!, PAUTIIENCH^ENESIS, ASKXUAL REPR()DU<"-

TION, AND THEIU (n)NSl<:giTENCKS

Tlui aopnriil ion of tlio soxom dxisl.H (iv<iii among tlio Protozoa—Gonilitions di'ldnnin-

iiiK the ooouvn'iifo of llnniiaiilu'oditism

—

'I'liiiivwiiniiM, Oin'ln|)oilH—rrimordial nialcH

—Advantasi'H of pai'tlinuogonosis- AUrcrn.'iliuii willi bi-scxual geiionil.ioiis—In Oall-

wasjis—In Aphides—OrdSK-forlilizalinn Mccurod in plants-—Solf-fertilizalion is avoidod

whenovoi' po9silili>—Tlic moohanism nf fortili/.alion and tlio mingling of gorm-plasniM

must be oloarly distinKMixliod from oni' iinntlun-— (liisog of iiorsistdiil Holf-fprtilization

—

Tlio effects of inlirooding cimiparod with those of piul.lionogonosis—Tim oflfoct of purely

asexual rciiroduction—In sea-wraolts—In liclioiiM and fungi—In cnltivated plants

—

I )( 'generation of tlio sox-orgaiin—Summary,

We have seen tliufc continued inbre(>iliiig niUHt make the o;enn-

plasiii monotonous, and tluM-el'oni iniplastic as rcf^firds tlie reqnirctiuMitH

of adaptation. Accordingly, wc^ found that tlu^ ganietcH of many
unicellulars art^ so constituted tliat tliey oidy possess a power of

attraction for gametes of a dittei'ent lineage, not for tlioso of tiiiMr

own stock. Among multicellular organisms the most intense mode
of inbi-ecding is to bo found in the uninterrupted self-i'ertilisiation of

hermaplirodites : in such eases (.lie monotony of the genu-pliisiii

must ri^ac'li extreme ex]ireHsion more rea,di]y than in the case of

ordinary inbi'eeding. We can thus understand why, in the scale

of organisms, there is such an early occurrence of gonocliorism, the

separation of tiie species into male a.nd fi^male individuals. Even
among unicellular plants or I'l-otophytes this occurs oecMsionally, as

it does ill the Vorticellids among Infusorians.

In the JVit^tiizoa and Metaphyta, the separation of the sexes finds

emphatic oxpri^ssion ; it is absent from no important group, and

in many, such as, for instance, among the Vc^rtebrates, it lia,s become

the absolutely noi-mal condition, with hardly any exc,e|iti(Hi. But
in many divisions of the animal and plant kingdoms hermaphroditism

also plays an important jiart, as, lor instance, in terrestrial snails a.nd

in flowering plants.

Obviously the sexual adaptations of a. species a,re di^iinitoly

reJatinl to the conditions of its life, and, though Nature's endi^avour

to prevent inbreeding and to secure cross- fertilisation is evidi^nced

by the occurrence of si^parato sexes in such a multitude of forms
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yet ill many cases gonochorisui lias been relinquished, and always

where this was necessitated by the conditions of life to which the

group concerned was subject. In such a case inbreeding is regulated

as far as possible, for instance, by an airangement which ensures

that individuals shall be crossed at least from time to time. But
cases of exclusive and constant self-fertilization do also seem to

occur, and men these may be brought into harmony with our

conception, according to which cross-fertilization is an advantage,

but only an advantage which must be weighed against others, and

which may eventually be given up in favour of greater advantages.

This occurrence of persistent autogamy can no more be reconciled

with the rejuvenation theory than can continuous parthenogenesis,

because, according to this theory, the mingling of different individuals

is a sine qua noii for the continued life of the species.

It is impossible for me here to discuss in detail all the deviations

from pure gonochorism or bi-sexuality which occur in nature, but

I must at least attempt to take a general survey", and to arrange

the chief phenomena of these various modes of ' sexual reproduction

'

in an orderlj- scheme. I must take a survey of both plants and

animals, but I shall give the precedence to animals, as being to me
more familiar ground.

Where do we find, in the animal kingdom, that Xature has

departed from gonochorism, from the separation of the sexes, and

for what reasons was this departure necessary ? And further, what

means does Nature take to compensate for this renunciation of the

simplest method of securing the continual cross-fertilization of

individuals 1

Let us glance ovei- the animal kingdom with special reference

to these questions: we find that hermaphroditism prevails chiefly

among species which at maturity have lost their power of free

locomotion, and have become sedentary, such as oystprs, barnacles

among Crustaceans, the Brj-ozoa, and the sea-squirts (Ascidians)

which are fixed to the rocks at the bottom of the sea. For forms

such as these it must often have been advantageous that each

individual could function both as male and as female, especially

when it was capable of self-fertilization, since indi\-iduals which

settled down singly, or in very small numbers together, would not

be lost as regards the pei-sistence of the species. The continuance

of the species is thus better secured than it would be by separation

of the sexes, because in the latter case it might frequenth' have

happened that the animals which had settled beside each other hy

chance were of the same sex, and would therefore remain unfertile.
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But many of these species do not fertilize themselves, but fertilize

each other mutually ; and this, too, carries a great advantage with

it, because in sedentary animals the sperms will fertilize twice as

many individuals, if each contains eggs, than if half were exclusively

male. It is thus to some extent an economy of sperms, but at the

same time also of ova, which is effected by hermaphroditism : the

result is that these valuable products are wasted as little as possible.

On this account we find that not only sedentary, but also sluggish,

slow-moving animals are equipped with male and female organs of

reproduction, as, for instance, all our terrestrial snails. They fertilize

each other mutually : when two meet it is always as males and

females, and notwithstanding the sluggishness of movement, it

is not likely to happen that a snail does not attain to reproduction

because it has not found a mate. The same is true of the earth-

worms, which are likewise not adapted for making long journeys

in search of the opposite sex; they, and the leeches also, function

as male and female simultaneously, while their nearest relatives,

the marine Chsetopods, are of separate sexes, which may be associated

with their much greater power of free movement in the water.

In these cases self-fertilization is often absolutely excluded; it

may be physically impossible, and hermaphroditism therefore secures

cross-fertilization in such cases just as eflfectively as if the sexes were

separate. Similarly, in va&ny hermaphrodite flowers, as we have

already seen, the pollen is so constituted and so placed within the

flower that it cannot of itself make its way to the stigma. In oysters,

for instance, the young animal is male, and liberates into the water

an enormous quantity of minute spermatozoa, and therewith fertilizes

the older individuals, functioning only as females, which have grown

upon the same bank. At a later stage of its development the oyster

which was male becomes female, and produces only ova. This state

of afl'airs, of which I shall shortly mention another case, has been

called temporary hermaphroditism. In this case not only is self-

fertilization excluded, but close inbreeding also, since it is always

a young generation functioning simultaneously as males that mingles

with an older generation which has become female.

It is quite otherwise with parasites which live singly within

the body of a host: for these it was indispensably necessary that

they should not only produce both kinds of germ-cells, but that they

should unite the two kinds in fertilization, and they therefore possess

the power of self-fertilization. Thus, in the urinary bladder of the

frog, there occurs a flat-worm {Polystomum integerrimum) which

possesses special organs for pairing with another individual, but
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which is also capable of self-fertilization when, as frequently occurs,

it has no companion in its place of abode. But this self-fertilization

is always liable to be interrupted by cross-fertiHzation, for not infre-

quently there are two, three, or even four such parasites within

the bladder of a single froof.

In the tape-worms, too, cross-fertilization is not excluded, for

there are often two or more of these animals together in the intestine

of a host at the same time. But even where there is only one, self-

fertilization on the part of the joints, that is, the sexual individuals,

is prevented, and bj- the same device, metaphorically speaking, as in

the case of the oyster, for in each joint the male elements mature
first and the female elements afterwards. In certain parasitic Iso-

pods of the genus Anilocra and related forms close inbreeding is

prevented in the same way—by a difference in the period at which
the two sets of gonads in the hermaphrodite indi^ddual become
mature (dichogamy).

This is secured in a different way in Crustaceans which have

grown to maturity in a sedentary state, like the Cirrhipeds. These

animals, known as ' acorn-shells ' and ' barnacles,' are sedentary,

sometimes on rocks and stones, sometimes on a movable object, the

keel of a ship, floating pieces of wood, cork, or cane, or sometimes

attached to turtles or whales, and although thej- generally occur

in great numbers together, they are probably onlj' able to fertilize

each other occasionally, and are therefore essentially dependent upon

self-fertilization. But Charles Darwin discovered long ago that

many of them, notwithstanding their hermaphroditism, have males

which are small, dwarf-like, and very mobile organisms, destined

only for a very brief life. These seemed quite superfluous in

association with hermaphrodite animals, and they have therefore

long been regarded as vestigial males, as the last renmant, so to

speak, of a past stage of the modem Cirrhipeds, in which the sexes

were separate. It is obvious, however, that we must now attribute

to them a deeper significance, for these so-called 'primordial males,'

although extremely transitory creatures without mouth or intestine,

represent a means of securing the cross-fertilization of the species.

What importance nature attaches to their preservation is shown

especially by the parasitic Cirrhipeds which have been so carefully

studied by Fritz MiiUer and Yves Delage—those sac-like Ehizo-

eephalidffi or root-crustaceans which are altogether disfigured by

parasitism. The fully developed animals are hermaphrodite and live

partly in, partly upon crabs and hermit-crabs (Fig. 112, C, Sacc).

These hermaphrodites indeed fertilize themselves, but in their youth

II. E
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they are of distinct sexes, and the females are so constituted that

they lay eggs for the first time just when the males of the current

year are appearing. Thus the first batch of eggs liberated by the

females are fertilized by the minute free-swimming 'primordial

males,' but after that the females themselves develop testes, and then

fertilize themselves ; the males die very soon after copulation, and only

appear the following year in a new generation. They are therefore

far from being mere historic reminiscences, vestiges of the early history

of the modern species, for they are the instruments of a regular

cross-fertilization of the species, and therefore of a constant mingling

of new ids in the germ-plasm. This is not the place to discuss the

marvellous life-history of these parasites in detail; I can only say

Fig. 112 (repeated). Development of the parasitic Crustacean Saccidina

carcini, after Delage. A, Nauplius stage. Au, eye. I, II, III, the three pairs

of appendages. B, Cypris stage. FJ-XJ, the swimming appendages. C, mature
animal {Sacc)j attached to its host, the shore-crab {Carcinus mctmas), with a
feltwork of fine root-processes enveloping the crab's viscera. S, stalk. Sacc, body
of the parasite, oe, aperture of the brood-cavity. Abd, abdomen of the crab
with the anna (a).

that when we inquire into the whole story, and appreciate the

difficulties associated with the persistence of these ' primordial males,'

we can no longer doubt that crossing is an indispensable feature of

amphimixis—a feature which must at least occasionally occur if

amphimixis is to retain its significance. This is shown^ it seems to

me, especially by these numerous instances of what we may call

compulsory retention of ephemeral males in hermaphrodite, self-

fertilizing animals ; it follows also from the theory, for with continued

self-fertilization all the ids in the germ-plasm of an individual would
tend to become identical, and the mingling of two germ-plasms which
contained identical ids would, at least according to the germ-plasm
theory, have no meaning at all.
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Thus we see that in the animal kingdom hermaphroditism is

always associated with cross-fertihzation in some way or other, even

though the latter may occur rarely, being usually periodically

interpolated, and thus bringing new ids into the germ-plasm which is

rapidly becoming monotonous or uniform. Adaptations quite analogous

to these are found in relation to pai-thenogenesis, and it will repay us

to give a brief summary of these.

Parthenogenesis effects a very considerable increase- in the

fertility of a species, and in this increase the reason for its introduction

-among natural phenomena obviously lies. By the occurrence of

parthenogenesis, the number of ova produced by a particular colony

of animals may be doubled, because each individual is a female, and as

the multiplication increases in geometrical ratio a few parthenogenetic

generations result in a ntunber of descendants enormously in excess of

those produced by bi-sexual reproduction. We can therefore under-

stand why parthenogenesis should obtain among animals whose

conditions of life are favoixrable only for a short time, and are then

uncertain and dangerous for a long period. This is the case with the

water-fleas, the Daphnids (see Figs, ^"j and 58), whose habitats

—pools, ponds, and marshes—often dry up altogether in summer, or

freeze in winter, so that it becomes almost if not quite impossible for

the colonies to go on Kving, and the preservation of the species can

only be secured by the production of hard-shelled 'lasting' eggs,

wrhich sink to the bottom, dry up in the mud, or become frozen, or at

least remain latent in a sort of slumber. As soon as the favourable

conditions reappear, young animals which emerge from the eggs

are all females and reproduce parthenogenetically, so that after a few

days there is a numerous progeny swimming freely about, which in

their turn are all females, and reproduce after the same manner. In

many Daphnids this goes on for a series of generations, and there

thus arises an enormous number of animals, which may fill a marsh

so densely that, by drawing a fine net a few times through the water,

one can draw out a veritable animal soup. In our ponds and lakes

these little Crustaceans fonn the fundamental food of nmnerous fishes.

But notwithstanding the enormous havoc wrought among them by

enemies, large numbers remain at the end of a favourable season, and

these produce the lasting eggs, after fertilization. For shortly before

the end of the season males appear among the progeny of the

hitherto purely parthenogenetic females. Although each female will

only produce a few of these ' lasting ' eggs, which require fertilization

and are richly supplied with yolk, the whole number in each colony

is a very large one, because the number of individuals is very large

;

B 2
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and it ninst be so, since the egg-s, though secure against cohl and

desiccation, are very imperfectly protected against tl>e numerous

enemies which may do them injury.

Of course the number of individiials which fonn a colony may

varj^ greatly in the ditterent species, and the same is true of the

number of parthenogenetic generations which precede the bi-sexual

generation. I have already shown in detail that this depends

precisely on the average duration of the favoni-able conditions, so that,

for instance, a species which li^es in large lake-basins will produce

many purely pax'thenogenetic generations before the bi-sexual one,

which onlj' appears towards auttimn, while s[iecies which live in

quickly-drying pools have only a few parthenogenetic gener-ations,

and the true puddle-dwellers give rise to males and sexual females

along with the parthenogenetic females as early as the second

generation.

We thus find in the Daphnids an alternation, regulated and made

normal by natural selection, of purely parthenogenetic with bi-sexual

genei-ations, and the result is that the uniformity of the germ-plasm,

which is the necessary consequence of pure pai'thenc^genesis, is inter-

rupted after a longer or shorter series of generations by the occin-rence

of amphimixis. That the number of parthenogenetic generations may
be so \'aried, though with a definite norm for each species, indicates

again that amphimixis is not an absolute condition of the mainten-

ance of life, not an indispensable rejuvenation, designed to counteract

the exhaustion of vital force—whether this be meant in a transcen-

dental sense or otherwise—but that it is an important advantage

calculated to keep the species at its highest level, and that its influence

appears whether it occurs in the species regulai'ly, or frequently, or

only rarely.

This kind of alternation of generations, that is, tlu' alternation

between unisexual (female) and bi-sexnal generations, has bt^en called

heterogony. In the Daphnids, certainly, a diiference in form betwiHMi

the parthenogenetic and tlie bi-sexual generation does not exist, for

the same females which produce eggs requiring fei'tilization can also

produce parthenogenetic ova, although these are \ery ditlerent from

each other, as we haxe already seen. The difi'erence betwei^n genera-

tions, therefore, does not lie in their structure, but in their tendency

to parthenogenetic or to amphigonous reproduction, and in the absence

or presence of male individuals. There are, however, other cases of

alternation of generations in which the dilTerent generaticms diverge

from each other in structure. One of the most remarkable of these is

that of the gall-wasps (Cynipidm). In many of these little Hymeno-
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ptera, which form galls on leaves, blossoms, buds, and roots, especially

of the oak, two generations occur annually, one in summer, the other

in early spring, or even in the middle of winter. The latter consists

of females only and reproduces parthenogenetically. We can readily

understand this from the point of view of adaptation to particular

conditions, since the young wasps which emerge from their galls in

winter, or in the middle of a raw spring, are exposed to many
dangers and are terribly decimated before they can succeed in laying

their eggs in the proper place on the plant. Moreover, much precious

time would be lost by the mutual search of the sexes for each other,

— a search which would often be entirely without result. Thus the

wingless female of Biorhiza remmn (Fig. 134, A), which is not unlike

a plump ant, attempts, without taking food, and often interrupted

by a spell of cold or a snowstorm, to reach a neighbouring oak-shrub,

Fig. 124. Alternation of generations in a Gall-wasp. A, winter genera-

tion {Biorhiza rmum). B and C, summer generations (Trigonaspis crustalis).

B, male. C, female. After Adler.

creeps up on it, and lays its eggs in the heart of a winter bud, whose

hard protecting scales it laboriously perforates by means of its short,

thick, sharp ovipositor.

After it has succeeded in sinking its ovipositor into the heart of

the bud, it goes on working for hours, piercing the delicate tissue

with a multitude of fine canals, one close beside the other, and then

deposits an egg in each of these. The whole detailed piece of work

requires, according to Adler, uninterrupted active exertion for about

three days, even though in the end only two buds may be filled with

eggs. If at every egg-laying the arrival of a male had to be waited

for, an even larger number of females would fall victims to the un-

favourable weather and other dangers, while at the same time the

number of emerging females could be only half as large as it is.

It is obvious that in this case parthenogenesis is of very great

advantage.
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In summer the climatic conditions are incomparably more

favourable for the gall-wasps, and accordingly we find that the

summer generation is bi-sexual, but, strangely enough, is so different

from the winter generation that the relationship of the two forms

was for a long time overlooked. The antennae, the legs, and particu-

larly the ovipositor, the whole shape of the animal, its size, the length

of the abdomen, the structure of the thorax, and many other points

are so different that as long as the structural features afforded the

only criterion of relationship, the systematists quite naturally placed

the winter and summer forms in different genera. It was only when
Dr. H. Adler succeeded in breeding the one form from the other that

people were convinced that such marked

differences in structure could be found

within the same life-cycle.

But we see here quite clearly why the

two generations had to become so different;

simply because the winter generation had

to adapt itself to different conditions from

the summer generation, above all as to

the laying of its eggs within the tissues

of a plant of a different constitution. In

our example, the winter form Biorhiza

renum pierces the terminal buds of the

oak, and lays in each of them a large

number of eggs, sometimes as many as

300, so that a very large gall is formed,

in which a great many larvae can find

food, and grow on to the pupa-stage.

From this spongy gall, something like

an inverted onion • in shape, and about
the size of a walnut (Fig. 125, A), there

emerge in July the slender, delicately formed male and female
gall-wasps which were long known as Trigonaspis cruttcdis. Both
males and females are winged, and fly rapidly about in the air

(Fig. 1 25, B and C). The sexes pair, and the females lay their eggs
in the cell-layers on the under side of an oak-leaf, on which arise

small, wart-like, kidney-shaped galls (Fig. 125, B) which fall to the
ground in autumn, and from which there emerge, in the middle of
winter, the plump, wingless females, to which, as we have already seen,
t-he name Biorhiza renum was given.

One generation, therefore, lays its eggs in the parenchyma of
tender leaves, and has only to pierce through a thin layer of plant-

F16. 125. The two kinds of
Galls formed by the species. A,
the many-chambered galls pro-
duced by the parthenogenetic
winter form, Biorhiza renum. B,
those produced on oak-leaves by
Trigonaspis crusialis, the bi-sexual
form. After Adler.
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tissue, while the other must penetrate deep down into the hard winter

bud, to be able to deposit its eggs in the proper place, and we there-

fore find that in the two kinds of female the ovipositor differs in

length, thickness, and general structure, and so also does the whole
complex apparatus by which the ovipositor is moved. But these

differences are associated with the form of the abdomen, in which the

ovipositor lies, and with the strength and shape of the legs, which
must be shorter and stronger when the boring has to be performed
through a hard plant-tissue or to a considerable depth. We can

readily understand how numerous must be the secondary variations

which a transformation of

the ovipositor brings in its

train when we compare the

ovipositor apparatus in the

two generations of one of

these species (Fig. 126).

Figure 126 shows the

ovipositor of another gall-

wasp, of which the winter

form, Neuroterus laeviuscu-

lus, also perforates the hard

winter buds of the oak, while

ih.esu.TQ.raeviovva,S2Mthegaiter

alhipes, lays its eggs in the

tender young leaves of the

same tree. The ovipositor of

the former is thin and long,

that of the latter short and

strong (Fig. 126, A and B),

and corresponding also to

the depth at which the egg

must be sunk, or, so to speak,

sown in the tissue of the plant, the egg of the summer generation

differs from that of the winter generation by having a much
shorter stalk (Fig. 126, ei). These little wasps thus afford a beautiful

example of the way in which even marked changes in the condi-

tions of life of a generation may be associated with transformations

in bodily structure, and we understand how it was possible that

by means of processes of selection the generations which alternate

periodically in the year should come to diverge very considerably

in structure. The example may also serve to illustrate how diverse

are the harmonious co-adaptations which such transformations require.

Fig. 126. Ovipositor and ovum of the two
generations of the same species of Gall-wasp.
A, those of the winter form, Neuroterus lieviusculus.

B, those of the summer-form, Spathegaskr alhipes.

st, ovipositor, ei, ovum. Similarly magnified.
After Adler.
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and ]iow noeoHsnry, thorcl'ovo, tlie continual n'-combinatiou ol' tho

ids of the i;vnn-plasm by means of aniphiniixis must bo. \N o

understand why bi-sexnal repi'odviction was only abandoned in

one generation, and that tlie one in -wliich parthenogene.sis was of

considerable advantage. But such transformations must have come

nbout with extreme slowness, since they were the result ol' climatic

changes which only come abovit very gradually. Wo thus come

ftgain to the same conclusion to which we were led by our study

of vestigial organs in , Man, that numerous species ^vhich appear

to be at a standstill are continually working towards their own

improvement. But for this amphimixis is essential ; consequently

the descendants which have arisen through amphimixis, and whose

Ancestors have arisen in the same way, have an advantage over those

of parthenogenetic origin. On the whole, at least, this must be so;

in special cases it may be otherwise, namely, when the advantage

offered by parthenogenesis in respect to the maintenance of the

species preponderates over the advantage which amphimixis implies

as regards possibilities of transformation.

As far as wc have seen from the case of the gall-wasps, the

Absence of amphimixis in every second generation implies no disad-

vantage in regard to the capability for transformation which the

species exhibits. As to whether any disadvantage would ensue if the

number ol' parthenogenetic generations in the life-cycle were greater

we can only guess, since no case is known which enabl(\M us to decide

this jioint, /irii or con, with any certainty. The heterogony of the

plant-lice, the Aphides, and their relatives might be cited as again.st

the probability, for in this case a long series of parthenogenetic

generations often alternates with a single bi-sexual one, but the

difference in structure is not so great in this case, although it does

exist, and moreover wc can quite well assume that the adaptation to

parthenogenesis was effected at the beginning of heterogony, when it

still consisted of a cycle of only two generations, and that further

virgin generations were interpolated subsequently.

This assumption is supported by the fact that in some species of

our indigcaious Ostracods, in Cypris vidua and Camioiia cainlenn, in

contrast to the Daphnids, several bi-sexual generations alternate with

one parthenogenetic generation. But in this case again thei'e is no

difference whatever in the structure of the two generations, the

parthenogenetic gc^ieration being distinguished from the bi-sexual

generation simply by the absence of males.

The alttntiation of generations in tho ])lant-lice is particularly

instructive, because it emphatically indicates how nuich Natui'e is
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concerned with the retention of amphimixis, and how little mere
multiplication has to do with this. This is especiall\- striking in the

case of the bark-liee ; for instance, in their notorious representative, the

vine-pest, FIcylloxera vabtatrLv.

As in all plant-lice, the advantage for the sake of which sexual

reproduction was given up depends upon the fact that a practically

unlimited food supply is at the disposal of these parasites of the vine,

which can be made full use of during the proper season, and which,

since evei-y animal is female and produces eggs, results in an

Fig. 127. Life-cycle of the Viue-pest ^PJiylloxera vastatrix), after Leuckart
and Nitsche, and Hitter and Eiibsamen. A, the fertilized ovum. B, the
resulting apterous and parthenogenetic Phylloxera. C. its eggs, from which, as
the uppermost arrow indicates, there may arise similar apterous, partheno-
genetic forms, or, as the horizontal arrow indicates, winged forms (D), which
produce 'female' and 'male' ova (£' andX^" ; from these the sexual generation
arises, the female (JF^) and the male ^P-" ; the former lays the fertilized

ovum (J^.

enormous increase in the number of individuals, and thus secures

the continuance of the species. These insects emerge in spring from

small fertilized eggs, which have lain dormant throughout the winter

(Fig. i2j,A). and they develop rapidly into wingle.ss females {B),

which, sucking the juice of the -s-ine, multiply by producing large

numbers of little white eggs (C). These develop without fertilization

into similar wingless females. Several generations of females succeed

each other, but then, usually from Augtist onwards, diflerently fonned

winged females [D} make their appearance, and these, flying from

plant to plant, etfect the distribution of the species. But these, too.

Digitized by Microsoft®



250 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

lay parthenogenetic eggs [E^ and E'^), and from these there emerge,

late in autumn, the members of the single bi-sexual generation,

males and females [F'^ and F^), both very minute and wingless,

without a piercing proboscis, and thus incapable of taking food.

These pair, and the female lays a single egg {A) under the bark of the

vine, from which the leaves are now falling ; this egg survives the

winter, and from it in the following April or May there emerges once

more a parthenogenetic female.

It could hardly be more plainly shown than it is by this case

that the importance of amphimixis is something quite apart from

reproduction and multiplication, for here the number of individuals is

not only not increased by amphimixis, but is materially diminished,

being indeed lessened by a half. By the retention of amphimixis,

the species gains in this case no advantage except the mingling of two

germ-plasms.

Something similar occurs in plants which exhibit alternation of

generations, for instance the ferns, in which the sexual generation, the

so-called prothallium or prothallus, contributes nothing to the multi-

plication of the plant, since only a single egg-cell is developed ; and the

same is true of the mosses. In both cases multiplication depends

solely on the asexual generation, which, as the so-called ' moss-fruit ' or

' fern-plant proper,' produces an enormous number of spores, in addition

to multiplying by runners.

To sum up: we have seen that self-fertilization does occur in

hermaphrodite animals, where otherwise the species would be in

danger of extinction, but this is never the sole and exclusive mode of

fertilization ^, for hermaphrodite species have always the possibility

of securing inter-crossing of individuals, and that in various ways,

whether by the intervention of ' primordial males ' or by an occasional

or a periodic alternation of self-fertilization and mutual fertilization.

Pure parthenogenesis enduring through innumerable generations does

appear to occur, but in most cases unisexual generations alternate with

bi-sexual, so that a stereotyping of the germ-plasm with complete

uniformity of ids is obviated.

We must now briefly consider the higher plants with reference to

the maintenance of diversity in the germ-plasm through crossing.

We saw in an earlier lecture that most flowers are hermaphrodite,

but that they do not fertilize themselves, and are adapted for crossing,

^ Aa to the cases Maupas has brought into notice, of permanent and apparently
exclusive self-fertilization in RhabclitidsB (round worms), it seems fair to say that they
have not been as yet sufBoiently investigated to admit of a secure appreciation of their
value in their theoretical bearings. Of. Arch. Zool. Exper., 3rd ser., vol. viii, 1900.
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since the pollen of one flower is earaed b}^ insects to the pistil of

another, which cannot be rea,ched hy its ov.ni pollen, either because it

ripens too early or too late, or because the stigma, notwithstanding

its pitiximity, is so placed as to be out of reach of the pollen from
the adjacent stamens. I showed, following the fundamental investi-

gations of Sprengel, Charles Darwin, Hermann Miiller, and other

successors of Darwin, that the flowers may in a sense be regarded

as the resultants of the insect-visits, since all their accessory

adaptations—large coloured petals, fragrance, nectar, and even little

minutife of colour and markings (honey-guides)—as well as their

detailed shape, as seen in ' landing stages,' corolla tubes, and so on, are

only intelligible when we refer their existence to natural selection.

We assume that each of these adaptations secured some advantage

for the species concerned, and that therefore their first beginnings as

slight germinal varieties were accepted, and were brought gradually

to their full expression by the united operation of germinal and

personal selection. This at least is how we should express oui-selves

now that we have become acquainted with the factor of germinal

selection. The advantage secured by every such improvement in

a flower's means of attracting insects is obvious, as soon as it is

established that cross-fertilization is more advantageous for the species

than self-fertilization.

We have discussed this already ; we saw that experiments insti-

tuted by Darwin proved that seedlings which had arisen through

cross-fertilization were superior to tliose arising through self-fertiliza-

tion, and that in many cases the mother-plant itself produced fewer

seeds when self-fertilized than when cross-fertilized. This discoverj'

afforded an explanation of the cross-fertilization of flowers bj-

insects which Sprengel had previously observed. We understand how
the flowers must have become so adapted through processes of selection

that they were unable to fertihze themselves, but attracted insects,

and, so to speak, compelled these to dust them with pollen from

another plant of the same species. We also understand, how self-

fertilization remained possible for many flowers in the event of cross-

fertilization through insects not being effected, since after a certain

period of waiting, a curvature of the stamens or the pistil may take

place and lead to the stigma being dusted with the pollen of the same

flower. Obviously the development of fewer seeds is preferable to

complete sterility. It is a well-known fact that peculiar inconspicuous

and closed flowers, designed solely for self-fertilization, may occur

along with the open flowers, as in the case of the so-called cleisto-

gamous flowers of the vaolet
(
Viola) and the little dead-nettle {Lamiwin
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amplexicaule), and the phyletic origin of these becomes intelligible

as soon as it is established that cross-fertilization is more advantageous

than self-fertilization.

Now, however, it seems as if the fundamental proposition of this

theory of flowers will have to be rejected. Not only do the cleisto-

gamous flowers just mentioned exhibit a great fertility, not at all less

than that of the open flowers of the same species which are adapted

for cross-fertilization, but there is a small number of plants which

produce seeds by self-fertilization alone. Thus in Myrmecodia cross-

fertilization is absolutely prevented by the fact that the flowers never

open, and according to Charles Darwin Ophrys apifera also repro-

duces by self-fertilization alone, and is nevertheless a thoroughly

vigorous plant. There are several other cases of this sort, and par-

ticularly among the orchids, though the whole of the structure of

their flowers is specially adapted for pollination by insects. Many
of them are only rarely visited by insects, some not at all, we know
not why, but it is readily intelligible that in such cases they should

have adapted themselves to self-fertilization wherever that was pos-

sible. For this no great variation was necessary ; it was enough that

the pollinia, which formerly only became detached from their attach-

ment at a touch or a push from an insect, should free themselves

spontaneously. And this, according to Darwin, is what happens, for

instance, in Ophrys scolopax, which at Cannes is frequently self-

fertilizing. For the development of seed, however, it is not enough

that the pollen should reach the stigma ; the pollen-grain has to send

out its tube and penetrate into the ovary, and in many orchids this

does not happen ; they are infertile with their own pollen. Various

other plants are also non- fertile with their own pollen, for instance the

common corydalis, Gorydalis cava, or the meadow cuckoo-flower,

Gardamine 2J'>'atensis (Hildebrand).

How are we to reconcile these apparently absolutely contra-

dictory facts ? On the one hand, the innumerable devices for securing

crossing lead us to conclude that it is necessary, or at least advan-

tageous, and on the other we find a small number of plants which
reproduce continually by self-fertilization and yet remain strong and
vigorous. And again there are many plants which yield seed when
fertilized with their own pollen, and others which remain absolutely

sterile in the same circumstances, yielding no seed or very little, and
there is indeed one on which its own pollen has the efl'ect of a poison,

for if it reaches the stigma the flower dies. If there is anytiling
injurious in self-fertilization (Darwin), we can understand that it will

be avoided, but how can it be continued so long in many cases, and
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even become in others the exclusive method of fertilization without

visible evil results'?

It seems to me that in these facts, established by observation, the

results of two quite different pi'ocesses have been confused, and that

we can only gain clearness by studying them apart from one another

;

I mean the processes involved in the mechanism of fertilization and

those involved in the mingling of the germ-plasms.

In many cases self-fertilization is said to yield less seed and

weaker seedlings. Let us for the present take this statement as the

basis of our consideration ; it does not seem to me conceivable, though

here I am not in agreement with views that have been expressed

by others, that both effects should depend upon the same causes, for

the smaller number of seeds cannot possibly depend upon the mingling

of the two parental germ-plasms, and thus not upon the process

of amphimixis itself, since the effect of the mingling does not

make itself felt until the organism of the offspring is being built up.

Of course the plant seed is the embryo of the young plant, but it will

hardly be thought probable that its development could be absolutely

prevented by the too close relationship of the two germ-cells, and thus

the number of the developing seeds cannot depend on the quality

of the ids co-operating in the segmentation-nucleus, but presumably

on the number of ova awaiting fertilization in the ovary, which are

reached by a pollen-tube and then by a paternal sex-nucleus. This

again will depend upon the impelling and attracting forces of the

pollen-grain on the one hand, and of the stigma and ' embryo-sac

'

of the flower on the other. In other words, the fertility of a flower

with its own pollen will depend upon whether the two products of the

flower are adapted for mutual co-operation, and in what degree they are

so. We are here dealing not with the primary reactions of the germ-

plasms, which are as they are and cannot be varied, but with secondary

relations, which may be thus or thus—in short, with adaptations.

By what adaptations the pollen of a flower can be made ineffective

for that flower is a question which we must leave the botanists to

answer ; in any case it must have been possible, and we see clearly

that it depends upon adaptation when we consider the numerous

stages which occur—from the rare case of the actually poisonous

influence of self-pollination already noticed, to complete sterility,

and from lessened fertility to greater or even perfect fertility. It is

possible that chemical products, secretions of the stigma or the pollen-

grain, or the so-called synergid-cells, have to do with this, or that the

size and therewith the penetrating power of the pollen-cell in self-

fertilization stand in inverse ratio to the length of the pistil, as has

Digitized by Microsoft®



254 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

been proved in regard to heterostylism by Strasburger ; but in any

case it was possible for Nature, by means of slight variations in the

characters of the male and female parts of the flower, to diminish the

certainty of the meeting of the two germ-cells, even to the total exclu-

sion of the possibility of any union of these.

If, then, self-fertilization had to be guarded against or at least

rendered difficult because its consequences were injurious, all variations

pointing in the direction of safeguarding would necessarily be pre-

served and increased. In many cases variations in the structure

of the flower were sufficient ; but when, as in Corydalis cava, the pollen

could not readily be prevented from falling upon the stigma, the

pollen might be made sterile as far as its own flower was concerned

by a process of selection, in which on an average those plants would

Fig. 128. Heterostylism {Primula sinensis), after Noll. Two heterostylic
flowers from different plants. L, the loiig-styled form. K, the short-styled
form. G, style. S, anthers. P, p, pollen-grains. N, n, stigmatie papillse of
the long-styled and short-styled forms respectively. P, p, N, n, magnified
no times.

remain successful which produced the largest number of cross-fertilized

seeds, and in this case those which did so were those whose pollen

reacted most feebly to the stimulus of their own stigma.

That self-sterility in all these different degrees is not a primary
character of the species, but an adaptation to the advantages of cross-

fertilization, is apparent—if indeed it seems doubtful to any one

—

especially from cases of heterostylism. I refer to the dimorphism
and trimorphism which Darwin discovered in many flowers, and
which shows itself in the fact that flowers otherwise almost exactly

alike, as, for instance, primroses, may exhibit a long style in some
individuals, and in others a short one (Fig. ia8). At the same
time, there is a difference in the position of the stamens, which are

placed higher up in flowers with short styles, and much lower down
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in those with long styles. Experiments have proved that the dusting of

the stigma has the best results if pollen from the short-styled reaches

the stigma of the long-styled form, or if pollen from the long-styled

form reaches the stigma of the short-styled. Thus we have again

to deal with an arrangement for crossing, an adaptation to the

advantages of cross-fertilization, and we can in this case see the reason

why the pollen has a different effect upon the two stigmas ; the pollen-

grains of the flowers with short style are larger than those of the

flowers with long style, and as the length of the pollen-tube that can

be sent out must depend upon the mass of protoplasm within the

pollen-grain, it follows that the smaller pollen-grains will send out too

short a tube to reach through the long style to the embryo-sac. In

addition to this there is a difference in the papillae of the stigmas, and

it is possible that these may form an obstacle to the penetrating of

pollen from a similar type. The process of selection which gives rise

to such arrangements as we find in Primulas may easily be imagined,

as soon as we are able to assume that cross-fertilization is more

advantageous than self-fertilization as regards progeny, that is, as

regards the continuance of the species.

We have already seen that uninterrupted self-fertilization is

unknown among animals, but that it is not even very rare among
plants, and this emphatically corroborates our previous conclusion,

that the reason for which amphimixis was introduced as a normal

event in nature is not to be sought for in the necessity for a renewing

of life, or 'rejuvenation.' It cannot be a necessity, but only an

advantage, which can in certain circumstances be dispensed with.

Although it is obvious enough that continued inbreeding in its

most extreme form, self-fertilization, does not imply an ab.solute

abandonment of amphimixis, the adherents of the rejuvenescence

theory have regarded the unfavourable consequences of pure inbreed-

ing as a confirmation of their assumption, according to which amphi-

mixis is indispensable to the continuance of the life of the species,

and it is therefore an important fact, if it can be proved, that con-

tinued self-fertilization can occur persistently, among plants at least,

and yet not cause any injurious results to the species.

But how can this fact be understood from our point of view ?

How does it happen that crossing is striven after in so many different

ways and yet so often given up again, and continued self-fertilization

resorted to ?

To this it may be answered, in the first place, that it is not, as

far as we can see, for internal reasons that persistent self-fertiKzation

becomes the rule: there is no peculiar condition of the germ-plasm
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which makes it disadvantageous or superfluous that the diversity

of the id-combinations should be maintained ; self-fertilization is due

to external influences which bring it about that the plant has only

the alternative of producing no seeds at all or of producing them

by self-fertilization. In this connexion Darwin's experiments with

orchids are particularly noteworthy.

In this very diversified order of plants there are numerous species

whose flowers are infertile with their own pollen, although it does

not reach the stigma in natural conditions, and therefore there was

no necessity—as far as we can see—for guarding against self-fertiliza-

tion hy ' self-sterility.' These flowers are thus doubly adapted, so to

speak, for crossing by means of insects. But as regards many of

these, as well as many other modern orchids, insect-visits are very

rare, and in some cases do not occur at all, and therefore these species

cannot produce seed or can do so only exceptionally.

This is true of most of the Epidendra of South America, and

of Coryanthu8 triloba of New Zealand, two hundred blossoms of which

only yielded five seed-capsules, and also of our Ophrys muscifera and

0. arunifera, the latter of which yielded only a single seed-capsule

from 3,000 flowers gathered in Liguria. We might expect that the

species in question must have become very rare, but this is not always

the case, since each of these capsules contains an enormous number

of seeds, sometimes many thousands. As soon as the visits of insects

cease altogether, the species must die out in the particular locality

concerned, unless it can revert to self-pollination and self-fertility.

There is a whole series of species in which the stigma of the flower

is sensitive to its own pollen, and in many of these an adaptation

to self-fertilization has actually been effected, for the pollinia detach

themselves from their anthers at maturity and fall upon the stigma.

I have already mentioned Ophrys a/rifera, which, according to Charles

Darwin, is no longer visited by insects, although its flowers still possess

the structure required for insect-fertilization. This species has saved

itself from extinction by the normal occurrence of self-fertilization.

This seems to me noteworthy in two respects. In the first place,

it shows that pure self-fertilization need not necessarily result in

a weakening of the species, and secondly, it affords a clear instance

of a species being transformed in one minute character only, all the

other characters remaining unaltered. In this case it was only the

pollinia that required to vary a little in their mode of attachment and

maturation, in order to effect the transformation of the flower for

self-fertilization, and in point of fact that is all that has varied. The

case is not relevant to our investigation at this moment, but cases
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of the kind can so rarely be clearly demonstrated that I cannot lose

the opportunity of calling attention to it. The germ-plasm of this

Ophrys must have varied at an earlier stage, for otherwise the detach-

ment of the pollinia would not have become normal and hereditary,

but it can only have varied to the extent that the structure of this

one small part of the flower was atfected by the variation ;
something

must have varied in the germ-plasm that had no influence upon the

other parts of the flower, that is, solely the determinants of the pollinia.

Let us return after this digression to our previous train of

thought ; we have to inquire how we can interpret the fact of con-

tinued self-fertilization without any visible injurious results to the

species. If cross-fertilization be a material advantage as regards the

continuance of the species, how can it be transformed into its opposite

without evil effects ? And there are no visible evil effects in Ophrys

apifera. It is indeed not so abundant as Ophrys muscifera, or other

allied species, but it certainly does not follow from that that it is on

the way to extinction ; certainly no decrease either of vigour of growth

or of fertility can be observed.

If we inquire from the standpoint of our theory, how the com-

position of the germ-plasm must have altered through continual

inbreeding, we have already found the answer—that through the

reduction of the number of ids at the maturation of every germ-cell

the diversity of the germ-plasm would gradually be lessened, that the

number of different ids would thereby be lessened possibly even to the

identity of the whole of the ids.

The consequences of such extreme uniformity of the germ-plasm

would not, according to our theory, necessarily be that the species

would be incapable of continued existence, but it would be that the

species would become incapable of adaptations in many directions.

Adaptations in one direction, such, for instance, as the variation in the

mode of attachment and detachment of the pollinia of an Orchid,

would still be possible. Thus a species which has long been perfectly

adapted will be able to make the transition to inbreeding without

injury to its chances of continued existence, if it be compelled by

circumstances to do so. Species, on the other hand, which are still

undergoing considerable transformations in many directions must be

exposed by these to the danger of degeneration, just as happens in

the artificial experiments with domesticated animals, whose secret

weaknesses are greatly exaggerated by inbreeding.

We might be inclined to regard the effects of inbreeding as

similar to those of parthenogenesis ; they are certainly analogous, for

both modes of reproduction must lead to a certain degree of uniformity

II. s
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in the germ-plasm. But there seems to me to be a difference and

one which is not without importance.

In parthenogenesis no amphimixis occurs, but neither does any

reduction of the number of the ids to one-half ; all the ids present at

the beginning of parthenogenesis are retained ; they are only no

longer mingled with strange ids. In inbreeding both amphimixis

and reduction take place, but the former soon ceases to convey any

really strange ids to the germ-plasm, but only the same as those

which it already contains, so that a rapidly increasing monotony

of the germ-plasm must result. To this must be added the possibility

that among the few ids which now—many times repeated—form the

germ-plasm, some must occur which exhibit unfavourable variational

tendencies in one or many determinants, and then the same thing

will occur which usually occurs in experimental inbreeding of

domesticated animals, namely, degeneration of the 2^i"ogeny. In

parthenogenesis the case is otherwise ; unfavourable variational

tendencies, as soon as they attain selection-value, are, so to speak,

eliminated root and branch, because the individuals wliich exhibit

them, and their whole lineage, are exterminated, without their having

any effect upon the other collateral lines of descent. A purely

parthenogenetic species will, therefore, not degenerate as long as

individuals of normal constitution are present, for these reproduce

with perfect purity. But if in later generations unfavourable

variational tendencies crop up in the germ-plasm through germinal

selection, the process of personal selection will be reinforced on these

or on their descendants, and it is conceivable, and even probable, that

in perfectly adapted species parthenogenesis may last for a very long

time without doing any injury to the constitution of the species.

The same is true of purely asexual reproduction, to the

investigation of which we shall now turn.

Let us leave out of account the simplest animals (Monera) without

amphimixis, which we have already discussed. In simple animals

reproduction by budding or by fission is frequent, or it occurs in

alternation with sexual reproduction ; in higher animals, Arthropods,

Mollusca, and Vertebrates, asexual reproduction is wholly absent.

In plants it plays an enormously greater part, and what is called

' vegetative reproduction,' which is purely asexual without any
amphimixis, is to be found in all groups of plants, especially in the

form of budding and spore-formation, besides which there is mul-

tiplication by runners, rhizomes, tubers, bulbs, and bulbils. In most
cases there is, in addition to the purely asexual reproduction, so-called

sexual reproduction associated with amphimixis, and often the sexual
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and asexual generations alternate with each other, bo that ' alternation

of generations' occurs, as is common in lower animals, especially

polyps, medusffi, and worms.

But it sometimes happens among plants that the sexual repro-

duction is absent, and that a species reproduces by the asexual mode
only, and this is the case which we must now consider more closely.

Let us first of all seek to gain clearness as to the composition of

the germ-plasm in the case of purely asexual multiplication, and

what conclusions may be drawn from this, and then let us compare

these with the known observational data, and it will be apparent that in

individuals which have ai'isen by budding the complete germ-plasm

of the species must be contained ; the number of ids will not only

remain the same iii the bud as it was in the mother plant, but the

number of different ids will not be diminished. The case is analogous

to that of pure parthenogenesis, in which the absence of the second

maturation-division of the ovum allows the germ-plasm to retain

the full complement of ids. Cliarles Darwin held that purely asexual

multiplicationwas 'closely analogous to long-continued self-fertilization,'

yet, as we have seen, according to our theory there must be a not

inconsiderable difference between the two processes, depending on the

fact that in exclusive self-fertilization the number of different ids is

continually decreasing, while in purely asexual reproduction the

germ-plasm loses nothing of the diversity of its ids. If, therefore, the

germ-plasm in purely asexual reproduction no longer receives fresh

ids through amphimixis, it at least loses none of those it formerly

possessed. Although we cannot consider it adajpted for entering upon

new adaptations in many • directions, yet we may expect that the

species will continue to reproduce unchanged for longer than in the

case of exclusive self-fertilization, the more so since all unfavourable

variational tendencies which crop up are eliminated as soon as they

attain to selection-value, and, as in the case of parthenogenesis, they

are eliminated without being mingled with other lines of descent.

Let us take, for instance, the purely asexual reproduction which

obtains in Algffi of the genus Laoninaria, in regard to which it is

stated that it multiplies only through asexual swarm-spores. There

are quite a number of species of this large tangle, and if it should be

established, that in all these the spore-cells really do not conjugate,

then the case would prove that the species of a genus can maintain

a well-defined existence for a long time after amphimixis has been

given up. But this would not be a proof of the possibility of speciea-

fo-rmation, for that the ancestral forms of the Laminarians must have

possessed amphigony may be assumed, since their nearest relatives

S 2

Digitized by Microsoft®



260 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

exhibit it still. It cannot be proved, but there seems nothing against

the assumption that these tangles have existed for a long time under

uniform conditions,, and have become adapted to these with a high

degree of constancy.

The conditions are similar in the marine Algse of the genus

Ccmlerpa, the nearest relatives of which reproduce sexually, though

they themselves, as far as is known, reproduce only by spores.

In the Licliens, which represent, as we have already seen, a life-

partnership between Fungi and Algse, amphimixis appears not to

occur at all ; the unicellular Alga reproduces by cell-division, the

Fungus by producing a great number of swarm-spores, which do not

conjugate with one another. As far as the Alga is concerned we

might perhaps suppose that the simplicity of its structure makes

it possible for it to dispense with a constant recombination of its

few characters to bring about the most favourable composition in

its idioplasm ; in support of this we may note that even the life-long

combination with the Fungus has caused no visible variation in the

Alga, as we must conclude from the fact that these Alga3 can also live

independently, and that the same species of Alga may combine with

several different Fungi to form different species of lichen, just as

the same Fungus may also form part of several species of lichen.

We might also imagine that we have here no more than a direct

influence of the Alga and Fungus upon one another, and that there

is no adaptation to the new conditions of life at all, yet that can

hardly be seriously maintained in regard to species which live under

such definite and diverse conditions. It now seems to be established

—contrary to the older statements—that the lichen-fungus only

reproduces asexually, and in face of this it seems to me that nothing-

remains except to make the assumption that lichens formerly

possessed sexual reproduction, but that they have lost it, though

whether all have done so is, perhaps, not yet quite certain.

The same assumption must be made in regard to the Basidio-

mycetes among the Fungi, and for most of the Ascomycetes, for

in these groups of Fungi sexual reproduction has only been demon-

strated ' with certainty in a few genera.' That in these cases also

there has been a degeneration of amphigony, until it has completely

disappeared, seems probable from the two other groups of Fungi, the

Zygomycetes and Oomycetes, since in these ' a reduction of sexuality

amounting in some cases to complete disappearance ' can be demon-

strated even in existing forms. But whether it may be assumed that

the Fungi which are now asexual are no longer capable of new
adaptations, and whether their parasitic habit may be regarded
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as making up in some way for the lack of the remingling of the

germ-plasm, as the botanist Mobius supposes, I am not able to decide.

It is obvious that data in regard to amphimixis among the Fungi are

still incomplete, and recent investigations lead us to suspect that

sexual mingling may not be absent, but only disguised. Dangeard,

Harold Wager, and others have observed that a fusion of nuclei

precedes the formation of spores, and this may be regarded as

amphimixis, although the conjugating nuclei belong to cells of the

same plant and sometimes even to the same cell. But although we
are here dealing with a set of facts which cannot yet be satisfactorily

formulated in terms of our theory, it is nevertheless not contradictory

to it that amphimixis should be wholly absent in the higher Fungi.

But the fact would be contradictory to the unadulterated rejuve-

Pie. 38 (repeated). A fragment of a Lichen {Ephehe Icerneri), magnified 450
times, a, the green alga-cells. P, the fungoid filaments. After Kerner.

nescence-theory, for if amphimixis were really a condition of the

continuance of life, no species— as we have ah'eady said— could

continue to exist without it for countless generations.

The same argument holds true for the higher plants, which have

become purelj^ asexual under the influence of cultivation. I refer to

many of the well-marked varieties of our cultivated plants which

multiply exclusively, or almost exclusively, by means of tubers and

slips, as is the case with the potato, the manioc, the sugar-cane, the

arrowroot-plant (Maranta ariindinacea), and others. All these facts

can easily be reconciled with our interpretation of the meaning of

amphimixis, although the attempt to range them as evidence against

our theory has more than once been made. We have thus arrived at

the conclusion that while many-sided adaptations, that is, variations
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which transform the plant in accordance with the indirect influences

of new conditions of Hfe, cannot be brought about without a persistent

mingling of germ-plasms, simple modifications may readily appear

although amphimixis is altogether absent. If a wild plant be

permanently transferred to a well-manured culture-bed, it is probable

that certain changes will occur in it, either gradually or at once.

But these are not adaptations ; they are, so to speak, direct reactions

of the organism which do not even require selection to make them

increase, but depend upon the influencing of certain determinants

of the germ-plasm, and which, like all germinal variations, will follow

their course steadily until a halt is called either by germinal or by

personal selection. When a given plant is exposed to these new and

artificial conditions, the changes in question make their appearance

sooner or later, and follow their course, and go on increasing as long

as that is compatible with the harmony of the structure and function-

ing of the plant, this depending, as in all individual development,

on the struggle between the parts, that is to say, on histonal

selection. Only in this respect is the utility or injuriousness of

the change of importance, for personal selection, the struggle between

individuals, does not affect plants which are under cultivation.

That such modifications may increase and may persist through

many generations, even with asexual multiplication, depends upon the

fact that the budding cells contain germ-plasm, as well as the germ-

cells, and if particular determinants of the germ-plasm in general are

caused to vary by these new influences, the variation may be trans-

mitted from bud to bud, from shoot to shoot, and so go on increasing

as long as the new conditions persist, as well as in amphigonic (bi-

sexual) reproduction, where they are transmitted from germ-cell to

germ-cell. It is not inconceivable that an individual adaptation, that

is to say a useful adjustment, might be effected in the course of asexual

reproduction, although it is improbable that direct influences would

give rise to just those changes which would be useful under the new
conditions. But there are a number of cases which have been inter-

preted in this way. In several of the cultivated plants named, the

reproductive organs have themselves degenerated, either only the

male, or only the female, or both at the same time ; and some observers,

accepting the hypothesis of an inheritance of functional modifications,

have regarded this as the direct result of disuse during the long period

of asexual reproduction.

Leaving out of account this erroneous presupposition, we may ask

how asexual reproduction, such as that of the potato by tubers instead

of by seed, which has gone on exclusively for several centuries, could
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exercise any influence upon the flowers and seed-forming of this

species 1 In point of fact it has exercised none in most potatoes, for

the flowers and seeds are just as fertile now as they \vere when the

potato was flrst discovered.

Whether the pollen of a flower is utilized in one or other of its

thousands of pollen-grains by reaching the stigma of another plant of

the same species, or whether all the pollen-grains are uselessly scattered

abroad, cannot possibly aff'ect the flower so as to cause degeneration

;

the theory of disuse cannot be applied in this case. What is true of

the potato holds good also of the manioc [Manihot utiUssivia), but,

on the other hand, many of the best varieties of common fruits—
pears, figs, grapes, pine-apples, and bananas—are seedless. In Maranta
urundinaceu ' the whole wonderful structure of the flower has per-

sisted, but the pollen-grains, that is the germ-cells, are wanting.'

Whether this implies a permanent degeneration of the sexual organs,

that is to say, one that is embodied in the primary constituents of the

species, or whether it is only the result of over-abundant nourishment,

or of other causes in the circumstances aflecting the particular plant,

can only be decided by experiment. Probably both occur. The

common ivy, for instance, does not now blossom in the northern parts

of Sweden and Russia, but it does so still in the southern provinces.

If plants were brought to us from the most northerly zone of distribu-

tion, they would in all probability flower and bear fruit with us, and

in that case the absence of bloom in these plants must have been

a direct efiect of the cold climate. But it is quite conceivable that

cultivated plants have in many cases become hereditarily infertile,

when they are constantly propagated only by means of buds, layering,

and so on, not however because of any direct effect of this mode of

propagation, but through chance germinal variations. For in regard

to many of them man has lost all interest in the flowers and fruit,

as, for instance, in the case of the potato ; in other cases he is even

interested in procuring seedless fruits.

In the first case he will quite readily make use of plants with

imperfect flowers for propagating, if they are otherwise fit and exhibit

what he wants in other respects; in the second case, he will give

a preference to individuals with seedless fruits, and thus increase and

strengthen the tendency to degeneration of the seeds in the race

concerned.

All these eases are quite in harmony with our conception of

amphimixis, which, now that we have investigated the facts through-

out the animate kingdom, we may sum up in the following propositions.

In the whole organic world, from unicellular organisms up to the
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highest plants and animals, amphimixis now means an augmentation

of the organism's power of adaptation to the conditions of its life,

since it is only through amphimixis that simultaneous harmonious

adaptation of many parts becomes possible. It effects this by the

mingling and constant recombination of the germ -plasm ids of different

individuals, and thus gives the selection-processes the chance of favour-

ing advantageous variational tendencies and eliminating those which

are unfavourable, as well as of collecting and combining all the varia-

tions which are necessary for the further evolution of the species.

This indirect influence of amphimixis on the capacity of organisms

for surviving and being transformed is the fundamental reason for its

general introduction and for its persistence through the whole known
realm of organisms from unicellulars upwards.

The reason for its first introduction among the lower forms of life

must have been a direct effect which had a favourable influence on the

metabolism, and this is so far coincident with the subsequent import

of amphimixis, inasmuch as it may be regarded not only as a height-

ening of the power of adaptation, but as an immediate and direct

increase and extension of the power of assimilation. In any case,

amphimixis is not necessary to the actual preservation of life itself,

but it does bring about a wealth and diversity of organic architecture

which without it would have been unattainable.

If amphimixis has been abandoned in the course of phylogeny

by isolated groups of organisms, this has happened because other

advantages accrued to them in consequence, which gave them greater

security in the struggle for existence ; but it must be admitted that

they thereby lost their perfect power of adaptation, and that they

have thus bartered their future for the temporary securing of their

existence.

In addition to this variational influence, amphimixis has also

played a part in the evolution of sharply defined organic types, espe-

cially of specific tj'pes ; but of this we shall have more to say later on.
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LECTURE XXXI

THE INFLUENCES OF ENVIRONMENT

Different modes and grades of selection— Clianges due to tlie influences of environ-

ment—Superfluity and lack of food—The horses and cattle of the Falkland Islands

—

Angora animals—Protection against cold in Arctic and marine mammals—Plant-galls

— Niigeli's Hieracium experiments— Experiments with Folyoinmatus phlceas—Artificially

produced T^anessn-aberrations—Vochting's experiments on the influence of light in the

production of flower-forms—Heliotropism and other tropisms—Primary and secondary

reactions of organisms—Herbst's 'lithium lai-vte'—Schmankewitsch's experiments

with Artemia—Poulton's caterpillars with facultative colour adaptation—Colour-change

in fishes, chamEeleon, &c.—Actual scope of those influences which directly produce

organic changes.

Through a long series of lectures we have devoted our attention to

those phenomena which bear some relation to the jDrocesses of selection :

we have attempted to gain clearness in regard to the modes and stages

of these, and we reached the result that all variations which have

taken place in organisms since the first appearance of living matter

are directed by processes of selection, that is, their direction and

duration are determined by these processes, although they may have

their roots in external influences. But it is not to be supposed that

this guidance is due solely, to that one kind of selection which, with

Darwin and Wallace, we designate 'natural selection'; on the contrary,

we must regard this as only one of the different modes of the processes

of selection, necessarily occurring between all living units which are

equivalent to one another, and which, therefore, must maintain a con-

tinual struggle with one another for space and food. If the expression

' natural selection ' were not already so firmly fixed in its meaning,

I should propose that it should be employed in the most general sense

for all the processes of selection collectively, but we must keep to its

original meaning and use it only for personal selection.

We have seen that processes of selection take place even between

the elements of the germ-plasm in all organisms which possess a germ-

f)lasm as distinguished from the mass of the body, and that through

these processes there arise those hereditary individual variations

which, under some circumstances, form the basis of transformations

in the species.

Obviously this may come about in a twofold manner: firstly.
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a variation movement originating in the germ-plasm, may go on

increasing till it attains to selection-value, and then 'personal selec-

tion' steps in, and seeks to make it the common property of the

species. But it is obviously also conceivable that variational ten-

dencies arising in the germ-plasm may never attain to selection-value

at all, and then in most cases they will only continue to exist through

a longer or shorter series of generations as individual distinguishing

characters, without being transmitted to a larger number of individuals

or becoming a constant character of the species. Their persistence

will depend essentially on the chance of mingling with other indi-

viduals, and on the halving of the germ-plasm which precedes sexual

reproduction. Sooner or later these individual peculiarities disappear

again, as may often be observed in the case of abnormalities or morbid

tendencies in man, in as far as these do not weaken vitality. In the

latter case they attain selection-value, though only negatively.

But even quite indifferent germinal variations, which neither raise

nor lower the individual's power of survival, may, under some circum-

stances, increase and lead to permanent variations of all the individuals

of a species, and this happens when they are conditioned by external

influences which affect all the individuals of a species, or of the parti-

cular colony concerned, and it is this kind of organismal change which

we shall now study for a little in detail.

The ordinary never-ceasing, always active germinal selection

depends, we must assume, upon intra-germinal fluctuations of nutri-

tion, or inequalities in the nutritive stream which circulates within

the germ-plasm. The variations which it produces may, therefore, be

different in each individual, since these fluctuations are a matter of

chance and may affect the determinants A in one individual and the

determinants B, G, or A'^ in another, or alternating groups of these.

Or it may be that the homologous determinants A may vary in a plus

direction in one individual, and in a minus direction in another, while

in a third they may remain unchanged, and although the same direction

of variation of a determinant N may occur in many individuals, it will

certainly not do so in all, and still less will it occur in all along with

the same combination of fluctuations in the rest of the determinants.

It is only if this occurs that the variation can become a specific

character.

We might expect on « priori grounds that not only the chance

fluctuations of nutrition within the germ-plasm would cause its elements

to vary in this or that direction, but that there would also be influences

of a more general kind, especially those of nutrition and climate, which
would in the first place affect the body as a whole, but with it also the
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germ-plasm, and which would therefore bring about variations, either

in all or only in certain determinants. In this case all the individuals

would vary in the same way, because all would be similarly affected

by the same causes of change.

This is actually the case ; it is indubitable that external influences,

such as those emanating from the environment or media in which

species live, are able to cause direct variation of the germ-plasm,

that is, permanent, because hereditary variations. We have already

referred to this process and called it ' induced germinal selection.'

That such influences of environment may bring about changes

in individucd organisms is obvious enough ; that, for instance, good

nutrition makes the body strong and vigorous, that too abundant

food makes it fat and causes degeneration, that insuSicient food lessens

its stamina and vigour, are well-linown facts. We have to inquire,

on the one hand, to what extent such influences are able to cause

changes in the individual body in the course of a lifetime, and, on

the other hand, more particularly, how far such changes or modifica-

tions of the soma can call forth corresponding variations in the

determinant system of the germ-cells, and whether and under what

circumstances they may be transmitted ; for where this is not the

case there can be no permanent hei-editary variation of the whole

species, and the variation will only persist as long as the conditions

which gave rise to it endure, and will disappear again with these.

The influence of nutrition as a cause of variation has often been

over-estimated. The old statement which has gone the round of the

textbooks since the time of John Hunter, that the stomach of

carnivoi'es may be transformed by vegetable diet into a herbivore

stomach, is absolutely unproved. Brandes at least, who not only

subjected all the statements in the literature on this point to a critical

investigation, but also instituted experiments of his own, regards the

statement as altogether unfounded. All the ' cases ' cited, in which

the stomach of a gull or of an owl fed on grain became transformed

into an organ with stronger muscles and covered with horny plates,

depend, according to Brandes, upon inexact observation. There can

therefore be no question of any inheritance of this fictitious stomach-

transformation, and the idea that such a fundamental histological

adaptation as the alleged transformation of the stomach of the grain-

eating bird should arise as a direct effect of the food is wholly with-

out foundation.

But it is quite otherwise with purely quantitative differences in

nutrition. That meagre diet influences individuals unfavourably is

indubitable, and we are certainly justified in considering whether
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this may not have an effect on the germ-cells, and one which will

correspond to the changes induced on the body, so that if the poor

nutrition should last through many generations an hereditary de-

generation of the species would occur, which would not at once

disappear though the animals were transferred to more favourable

conditions.

We certainly know nothing of how far the minuteness of the

determinants of the germ-plasm, the whole quantity of the germ-

plasm, or the reduced size of the germ -cell, may bear an internal

relation to the smallness of the animal which develops therefrom,

but it surely cannot be regarded as absurd to suppose that there is

some such relation. There are no experiments known to me which

prove that meagre diet brings about a progressive decrease in the

size of the body. Carl von Voit has observed that dogs of the same

litter grew to very different sizes of body according as they received

abundant or scanty food, but it would be difficult to make animals

small through scantiness of food and at the same time to keep them

capable of reproduction, and thus proofs of the inheritance of the

dwarfing are lacking. Moreover, the experiments which Nature

herself has made are never quite convincing, because we never can

definitely exclude the indirect effect of altered circumstances. The

case of the feral horses of the Falkland Islands, so often cited since

the time of Darwin, which have become small 'through the damp
climate and scanty food,' seems to me, of all known cases of the kind, the

one we should most readily attribute to the direct effect of continued

scanty diet; but even here we cannot altogether exclude the possibility

of the co-operation of adaptations of some kind to the very peculiar

conditions of life in these islands, as far as the feral horses are

oncerned. I have not been able to find any record of more modern
exact investigations either regarding these feral horses, or in regard

to the others which are reared in the Falklands under conditions of

domestication. Darwin himself, however, in the Journal of his famous

voyage tells us much that is interesting in regard to the mammals of

the Falkland Islands. Cattle and horses were brought there in

1764 by the French, and have increased greatly in numbers since

that time; they roam about wild in large herds, and the cattle are

strikingly large and strong, while the horses both wild and tame are

rather small, and have lost so much of their original strength that

they cannot be used for catching wild cattle with the lasso, and
horses have to be imported from La Plata for this purpose. From
this contrast between the horses and the cattle we may at least

conclude that it cannot be ' scantjr food ' alone which causes the
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horses to liecoine smaller, but that the climatic conditions as a whole

are concerned in the matter. Whether the total amount of vai'iation

which has taken place in the horses wliich have liAcd wild there

for a hundred years would take place in the course of a single life, or

whether it is a cumulative phenomenon, has still to be decided.

Similar statements, for the most part still more uncertain, are made
in regard to changes in the hair of goats, sheep, cattle, cats, and sheep-

dogs, which are referred to climatic influence. The raw climate of

many highlands, like Tibet and Angora, is said to have directly

produced the long and fine-haired breeds. But there is a lack of

proof that adaptation or artificial selection did not also play a part,

and the fact that similar long-haired breeds have arisen among
rabbits and guinea-pigs in quite difierent places and under quite

different climatic conditions, but under the directing care of man,

speaks in favour of our supposition. But, on the other hand, it does

not seem impossible that the climate may have a variational influence

upon certain determinants of the germ-plasm, for we have already

seen that the influence of cultivation may incite plants and animals

to hereditary variations, and that slowly increasing disturbances

in the equilibrium of the determinant system maj' therebj- be pro-

duced, which may suddenly find marked expression as 'mutations'

But there is little probability that adaptntions, that is, transformations

corresponding to the altered climate, can arise in this way. The

thick fur of the Arctic mammals is assuredly not a direct effect of

the cold, although it has developed in all Arctic animals, not only

in the modern polar bears, foxes, and hares of the polar regions, but

also in the shaggy-haired mammoth of diluvial Siberia, whose tropical

relatives of to-day, the elephants, have an almost naked skin.

Another interesting case, recently lirought to light, shows that

a group of animals which, in correspondence with their otherwise

exclusively tropical distribution, have only a moderately developed

coat of hair, may, on migrating to a cold country, grow as good a fur

as the members of other families. I refer to one of the higher apes,

Rhinopithecus roxellana, which live in companies' in the forest on

the high mountains of Tibet, notwithstanding that the snow lies

there for six months ^.

But we should assuredly make a mistake if we were to regard

the thick fur of these apes as a direct i-eaction of the organism to

the cold. We see at once that this cannot be the case if we compare

them with marine mammals, which differ just as much from one

' See Milne-Edwards, Rechsrches pour stnir a I'kistoire nat. d. manimi/eres, Paris,

1868-74.
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another in this respect and yet are exposed to the same low tempera-

ture. The whale and the dolphin are (juite naked, absolutely hairless,

but the seals possess a thick hairy coat. This striking difference is

obviously connected with the mode of life ; the whales remain always

in the water, the seals leave it often and therefore require the hairy

coat, especially in colder climates, since otherwise they would be too

rapidly cooled by the evaporation of the water from their bodies. For

the whales, on the other hand, even a very thick hairy coat would not

have sufficed as a protection against cold, since water is a much

lietter conductor of heat than air, and so it was necessary for them

to become enveloped with the well-known thick layer of blubber,

a deposit of fat lying under the skin, and this— after it was

once developed—made the hairy coat superfluous, so that it dis-

appeared. The seals certainly also possess a layer of fat under the

skin, but it is onlj" in the largest of them that it affords sufficient

protection against the cooling eff'ect of evaporation when they go

upon land or on the ice, and it is therefore only in these larger ones

that the hairy coat has markedly degenerated, as, for instance, in the

walrus and the sea-lion ; in all the smaller seals, in which the mass

of the body is much less, the hairy coat is necessarily very thick

and protected from soaking by being very oily, because the layer of

fat under the skin would not be sufficient to prevent excessive

cooling when on land. But the thick coat of hair is no more produced

Ijy the cold than is the layer of fat. As Kiikenthal has shown, all

these characters are adaptations, and may depend here as elsewhere

upon natural selection and upon the ' fluctuating ' variations of the

germ-plasm upon which that process is based. They are directed

lay personal selection because there is the need for them, and they are

produced and augmented by germinal selection.

In all these cases the direct effect of external influences has

nothing to do with the matter, but in other cases that alone brings

about the whole change, which is then limited to the individual and

does not affect the species as a whole at all.

Plant-galls afford striking illustration of the extraordinary changes

that may be brought about in an organism or in its parts by external

influence in the course of the individual life. All possibility of

adaptation on the part of the plant is excluded in this case. The gall

can only depend upon the direct influence of a stimulus, which is

exercised by the young animal, the larva, upon the cells which sur-

round it ; and yet these cells vary to a considerable extent, become filled

with starch or form a woody layer, secrete special substances, such as

tannic acid, in large quantities, or develop hairs, moss-like growths.
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pigments, and so on, which do not otherwise occur in that particular

part of the plant. Since Adler and Beyerinck have proved that it is not

a poison conveyed by the mother animal into the leaf or bud when
laying the eggs, which gives rise to the gall-formation, the matter has

1 lecome rather clearer. We can now understand that different stimuli

in succession affect the cells which enclose the larva, and that the

ordered succession of these and the exactly graded stimulation incite

the cells to activity in various ways, whether to mere growth and

multiplication in a given direction, or to the secretion of tannic acid,

or to the formation of wood, or to the deposition of reserve material,

and so on. Even the feeble movements of the young larva maj-

form a stimulus that increases with its growth ; then the move-

ments made by the larva in feeding, and not least the different

secretions emanating from the salivary glands of the animal, which

must contain some substances capable of acting as stimuli and probablj^

changing in character as time goes on. All these factors must act as

specific stimuli to the plant-cells, influencing and modifying their

processes of growtli and metabolism in one direction or another. In

principle at least, if not in detail, we understand the possibility that

through the ordered succession and exact balancing of these different

cell-stimuli the really marvellous structure of the gall may be brought

about as the product of the direct influence, exercised only once,

of the gall-insect upon the plant's parts. But the animal's power of

exercising such a succession of finely graded stimuli upon the plant

must be referred to long-continued processes of selection, and the

structure of the gall, which is adapted to its purpose down to

the minutest details, can thus be understood. The assumption of

substances which can act even in minute quantities as specific cell-

stimuli, which we require to make in this attempt to explain galls,

is no longer without corroboration since we find analogies in the

lodothyrin of Baumann, the specific secretions of the thymus and the

supra-renal bodies in the higher animals, not to speak of the ' anti-

toxins ' of the pathogenic bacteria, which are onlj^ known by their

effects.

The case of plant- galls is thus of great theoretical interest

because we can exclude all preparation of the plant-cells for the

stimuli exercised by the animal, since the gall is quite useless for

the plant, though many have endeavoured to discover some utility.

We have therefore here a clear case of modification due to the efiect,

exercised once only, of external influences, an adaptation of the

animal to the mode of reaction of particular plant-tissues.

It might be supposed that if any inheritance of somatogenic
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modifications, any transmission of the acquirements of the personal

part to the germinal part, were possible at all, it would occur in this

case, for many species of gall-insects attack plants, particularly oaks,

in great numbers every year. It has actually been maintained

that galls may arise spontaneously, that is without the presence

of a gall-insect. But no proof of this has ever been found, and the

fact that no one has paid any attention to the assertion probably

implies an unconscious condemnation of the hypothesis of the trans-

missibility of acquired characters.

It has been proved by Nageli's often discussed experiments on

hawkweeds (Hieracmm) that much less specialized external influences

can give rise to changes which are not hereditary. The Alpine

species of hawkweed varied considerably in their whole habit in the

rich soil of the Botanic Gardens at Munich, but their descendants,

when transferred to a poor flinty soil, returned to the habit of the

Alpine species. The changes which occurred in garden soil were

therefore somatic and, as I have called them, ' transient,' and they

did not depend upon variations of the germ-plasm. It may be

objected in regard to these experiments that they were not continued

long enough to prove that hereditary variations would not also have

cropped up in consequence of the altered conditions. But in any

case they prove that marked changes in the whole body of the plant

may occur without any obvious variation of the germ-plasm. This

does not mean, however, that the possibility of variations of the germ-

plasm through such direct external influences is disputed. We must

assume the occurrence of these on a priori grounds, if we refer—as

we have done—individual hereditary variation to fluctuations in the

nutrition of the individual determinants of the germ-plasm. It is

probable that many general nutritive variations or climatic factors

affect the germ-plasm as well as the soma, and it is by no means
inconceivable that it is not all, but only certain definite determinants

that are caused to vary.

A proof of this may be found in the results of experiments made
upon the little red-gold fire-butterfly {Polyo7nmatus phlceas), to which

I have briefly referred in a former lecture. This little diurnal

butterfly of the family Lycf^^nidse has a wide distribution and occurs

in two climatic varieties. In the far north and also in the whole
of Germany the upper surface is red-gold with a narrow black outer

margin, but in the south of Europe the red-gold has been almost

crowded out by the black. I reared caterpillars in Germany from

eggs of P. phlceas found at Naples and exposed them directly after

they had entered on the pupa-stage to a relatively low temperature
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(io°C.). Butterflies emerged which were not quite so black as those

of Naples, but considerably darker than the German form. Con-

versely, German pupse were exposed to greater warmth (38° C), and
these gave rise to butterflies which were rather less fiery gold and

considerably blacker than the ordinary German form. If I had to

repeat these experiments I should use a much lower temperature

in the case of the cold experiments, because we now know from the

experiments of Standfuss, E. Fischer, and Bachmetjeff", that most

of the pupae of diurnal butterflies can stand a temperature below-

zero for a considerable time
;
probably the results would be even more

marked then.

But even from the results of my former experiments we are

justified in concluding that the blackening of the upper surface

of the wing is really the direct result of the increased temperature

during pupahood, and that the pure red-gold results from the

lowered temperature. Similar experiments made by Merrifield with

English PMcvas pupffi agree exactly with mine. But we may con-

clude further from these experiments that both warmth and cold

only give rise to slight variations in the individual pupae, and that

the pure red-gold of the northern form and the black of the southern

are the result of a long process of inheritance and accumulation,

in which the germ-plasm has been caused to vary in as far as the

relevant determinants are concerned, so that these yield the respective

northern and southern forms even in less extreme temperatures.

As it is to be assumed that these determinants are present not

only in the primordium of the wing in the pupa, but also in the

germ-cells, both must be aflected by the varying temperature, and,

in accordance with the continuity of the germ-plasm, each variation

of these determinants, however slight, would be continued in the

next generation. It is thus intelligible that somatic variations like

the blackening of the wings through warmth appear to be directly

inherited and accumulate in the course of generations ; in reality, how-

ever, it is not the somatic change itself which is transmitted, but

the corresponding variation evoked by the same external influence

in the relevant determinants of the germ-plasm within the germ-cells,

in other words, in the determinants of the following generation.

This interpretation of these experiments, which I offered some

years ago, has been confirmed in several ways in regard to various

other diurnal Lepidoptera. By employing a temperature as low

as 8°C. in the case of fresh pupae of various species of Vanessa

Standfuss and Merrifield, and especially E. Fischer, succeeded in

getting great deviations in the marking and colour of the full-grown

II. T
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insects,—so-called iiborrations, such us had previously lioen fouud only

\cry rarely and niui^iy under natural conditions. The <leviationa

from the normal nnist undouhtedly he ascribed to the t^H'ect ot colil, but

it does not follow that tliey are uvw forms \\'hich have suddenly sprunj;'

into existence, as uuvny ]ia\e hssuuuhI without turther i^\])eriment,

Dixey, on the other hand, has atten\pted to establish, by a comparison

of the difi'crent species of )'((/(r,svs((,, the phyletie di'xclopment of their

markings, and has found that these aberrations due to cold ar(^ more

or less comi)iete rt'X'ersions to earliei- phyletie staf;'es. As re{;iirds (lie

common suuill painted lad}' {VdiicKHii cardui), the small tortoise-shell

butterfly {Vuncfffu uiiicn'), the 'Admiral' (Va iicns((, (italaiili(), the

peacock (ViCiicfun lo), and the large tortoisi^-shell {]'(tiirss(i.

jMlychidroti), I can agree with this interpretation, and I do so the

more readily because some years ago I suggested that the alternation

of differently coloured generations of seasoiuUly dimo)'phie Lc^pi-

doptera might lie considered as a reversion. But tiiis by no means

excludes the possibility that other than atavistic aberraticms may
be produced by cold or heat. There is nothing against this theo-

retically. ^'et we must not, without dm^ consideration, compare thes(^

abruptly occurring variations to the sport-varieties of plants which

we have already discussed ; there is an important dilierence bt^tween

the two sets of cases. In the Lepidoptera a single interi'erenee,

lasting only for a short time, modilies the wing-marking, but in the

plant varieties the visible appearance of the variation is preceded

l)y a long period of pre])aratory change within the germ-plaam.

This period required for the extm-nal inlhu'nees to take etfect was

already recognized by Darwin, and it has rc^cently \>vv\\ named by

De Vries the ' i)rennitation period.'

We nuxy explain these remarkable aberrations tlie()r(^tically in

the following way: The determinants of the wing-scales in the wing-

primordium of the young pupa are inlluenced by the cold in ditlei'ent

ways, some kinds of di^terminants beting strtuigthened by it, others

mai-kedly weakened, even crippled so to speak, and in this way one

c(jlour-area si)reads itself out more than is nonnul on the sin'fae(?

of the wing, and another less, while a third is suppi-essed altogetiier.

That this disturbance of the (equilibrium betwcc^ii the detei'minants

leads usually to the development of a pliyletically older marking
pattern leads us to the conclusion that in the germ-plasm of the

modern species of Wonennu a certain nuud)er of (h^terminants of

the ancestors must be contained in addition to the modern ones.

We might even in(|uire whether these weie not bettc^r able to ondui'e

cold than their uioderu d(!Hcendants, sinc(e their oi-iginal possossoi's,
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the old species of the Ice age, were accustomed to greater cold, but

this idea is contradicted by the experiments of E. Fischer, which go

to show that the same aberrations are evoked by abnormally high

temperature. That the old ancestral determinants are present in

different numbers in the germ-plasm of the modern species, I am
inclined to infer from the fact that among a large number of

experiments made by me in the course of several years the aberra-

tions have always occurred in very different numbers in the different

broods, although the greatest care was taken to have the conditions

as nearly alike as possible; absolutely alike, of course, they never

can be.

But it would lead me too far if I were to enter on a detailed

discussion of these cases, which have not yet been fully worked up

;

only one thing more need be mentioned, that is, that the aberrations

induced by cold are to a certain extent transmissible. Standfuss

first succeeded in making some aberrant specimens of Vanessa urticcc

reproduce, and from their eggs he procured butterflies which showed

a much slighter deviation from the normal, which however was still

so decided that it could not be regarded as due to chance. I myself

succeeded in doing the same, but the deviation in this case was

much slighter. But that these observed cases are rightly referred

to the cold to which their parents had been subjected is proved by

other observations recently published by E. Fischer. These refer

to one of the Bombycidse (Arctia caja), which flies by day, and accord-

ingly has a gay and very definite marking and coloration. A large

number of pupae were exposed to cold at 8° C, and some of these

resulted in striking and very dark aberrant forms (Fig. 129, A).

A pair of these yielded fertilized eggs ; in the progenj-, which were

reared at a normal temperature, there were among the much more

numerous normal forms a few (17) which exhibited the aberration

of the parents, though to a considerably less degree (Fig. 1 29, B).

This shows that the cold had affected not only the wing-primordia

of the parental pupse, but the germ-plasm as^ well, and at the same

time that this latter variation was less marked than that of the

determinants of the wing-rudiments. This gives rise to an ajppear-

ance of the transmission of acquired characters.

In the case of many of these cold-aberrations in Lepidoptera the

cold gives rise to variations, but does so not by creating anything

new, but by giving the predominance to primary constituents which

have long been present, but are usually suppressed, and so it is also

among the plants. I have in mind, for instance, the interesting

experiments of Vochting on the influence of light in the production

T 2
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of flowers in phanerogams. These showed that the common balsam

{Impatiens noil me tangere) produces its familiar open flowers in

a strong light, but in weak light only bears small, closed, so-called

' cleistogamous ' flowers. But it would be utterly erroneous to suppose

that the strong or weak Jight is the real cause, the causa materialis,

of these two forms of flowers; the degree of illumination is merely the

stimulus which provokes one or other of the primary constituents

to development, both kinds being present in the constitution of the

plant. As has long been known, the balsam normally possesses two

kinds of flowers, and the slumbering primary constituents of these

are so arranged that the open flowers develop where there is a prospect

Fig. i2g. A, an aberration of Arctia caja, produced by low temperature.

B, the most divergent member of its progeny. After E. Fischer.

of insect visits and cross-fertilization, that is, in sunny weather or

in a strong light, while closed and inconspicuous flowers adapted for

self-fertilization develop in weak light, that is, in shady places and

in concealed parts of the plant, where insect visits are not to be

expected.

Among plants we find thousands of instances of such reactions

of the organipm to external stimulus—reactions which are not of

a primary nature, that is, are not the inevitable consequences of the

plant's constitution, but which depend upon adaptations of the special

constitution of a species or group of species to the specific conditions

of its life. To this category belong all the phenomena of heliotropism,

geotropism, and chemotropism, which have been discovered by the
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numerous and excellent observations of the plant physiologists. That

all these are adaptations and secondary reactions to stimuli is proved

by the fact that the same stimuli affect the homologous parts of

different species in very different, and often in opposite ways. For

instance, while the green shoots of most plants turn towards the light,

being positively heliotropic, the climbing shoots of the ivy and the

gourd are negatively heliotropic, which is an adaptation to climbing.

In this case the reason of the difference in the mode of reaction must
lie in the difference of constitution of the cellular substance of the

shoot, and since this may differentiate so very diversely in its relation

to light, the power of reaction which plant substance in general has

to light must not be regarded as a primary character, like the specific

gravity of a metal or the chemical affinities of oxygen and hydrogen,

but as adaptations of the living and varying substance to the special

conditions of life. And the origin of these adaptations must depend

upon processes of selection, and on these alone. This is just the

difference between living and non-living matter,—that the former

is variable to a high degree, the latter is not ; it is the fundamental

difference upon which the whole possibility of the origin of an animate

world depends.

Among animals also we must distinguish between the direct

effects of external influence to which the organism is not already

adapted, and those reactions which imply a previously established

adjustment to the stimulus. That is, we must distinguish between

primary and secondary reactions.

For instance, Herbst made artificial sea-water in which the

sodium was partially replaced by lithium, and the eggs of sea-urchins

developed in this artificial sea-water into very divergent larvae of

peculiar structure. We have here a primary reaction of the organism

to changed conditions of life—not an adaptation, not a prepared

reaction. Accordingly these ' lithium larvae ' eventually perished.

The increasing blackness of Folyommatus 'phlceas, which we have

already discussed, must also be regarded as a primary reaction, but

not so the variations—often misinterpreted—of those species of

Artemia which live in the brine-pools of the Crimea, in regard

to which Schmankewitsch showed that, when the amoimt of salt

in the water is diminished, they undergo certain changes which bring

them nearer to the fresh-water form Branchipus, while when the salt

is increased in amount they vary in the contrary direction. Probably

these are adaptations to the periodically changing salinity of their

habitat.

There can be no doubt of this in the case of the caterpillars
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of different families, in regard to which Poulton showed that in their

early youth they possess the power of adapting themselves exactly

to the colour of their chance surroundings. It is obvious that the

protection which the caterpillar would gain from being coloured

approxiifnately like its surroundings would be insufficient, for instance

because the surroundings may be very diverse, since the species lives

upon different, variously coloured plants and plant-parts. Thus a

facultative adaptation arose. Selection gave rise to an extraordinarily

specialized susceptibility on the part of the different cell elements

of the skin to differences of light, and the result of this is that the

skin of the caterpillar invariably takes on the colouring which is

reflected upon it in the first few days of its life from the plants and

plant-parts by which it is surrounded. Thus the caterpillars of one

of the Geometridse, Artiplddasis betwlaria, take on the colours of the

twig between and upon which they sit, and they can be made black,

brown, white, or light green quite independently of their food, accord-

ing to the colour of the twigs (or paper) among which they are reared.

Colour-change in fishes, Amphibians, Reptiles, and Cephalopods,

depends upon much more complex adaptations. In their case a reflex-

mechanism is present which conducts the light-stimulus affecting

the eye to the brain, and there excites certain nerves of the skin

;

these in their turn cause the movable cells of the skin which
condition the colouring to change and rearrange themselves in

the manner necessary to bring about the harmonization of colour.

On this depends the colour-change of the famous chamajleon, and also

the scarcely less striking case of the tree-frog, which is light green

when it sits on trees, but dark brown when it is kept in the dai-k.

All these are secondary reactions of the organism in which the

external stimulus is, so to speak, made use of to liberate adaptive

variations, either permanently or transitorily. In the caterpillars

colour-changes are permanent, that is, it is only the young caterpillar

which takes on the colour of its surroundings
; later it does not change,

even when it is exposed to different light, or intentionally placed upon
a food-plant of a different colour. In fishes, frogs, and cuttlefishes,

on the contrary, the reaction of the colour-cells to light only lasts

a little longer than the light-stimulus, and it changes with it. The
purposiveness of this difference of reaction is obvious.

We cannot say to what degree the direct influence of external
conditions is eflectively operative on the germ-plasm, or how far, by
persistently repeated slight changes, the determinants and the parts
of the body determined by them may be made to vary in the course
of generations ; that is to say, how large a part this direct influence
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of climate and food may play in the transmutation of species. We
can give no answer from experience, because there is an entire lack

of perfectly satisfactory and clear experiments ; we only know in

a few cases how great the variations are wliich can be brought about

in the body during the individual life by means of any of these

factors. In most cases it is uncertain whether actually hereditary

effects play any part, that is, whether the germ-plasm itself is affected.

But if we wish to be theoretically clear as to how far direct climatic

effects may go, we may say this, that they may operate as long as they

cause no disturbance in the life of the species concerned, for at the

moment that such a direct effect begins to be prejudicial to the species

personal selection will step in, and, by preferring the individuals which

react least strongly to the climatic stimulus, will inhibit the variation.

If in any case this should be physically impossible, the species would

die out in the climate in question. That a species of plant or animal

has climatic limits indicates that individuals which go beyond these

are exposed to influences which make life impossible and which natural

selection is unable to neutralize. We are here brought face to face

with one of the limits to the scope of natural selection. There is no

doubt that the influences of the environment must always have

a powerful effect upon the soma of the individual, but we have seen,

in the case of Alpine plants and of galls, how very far this effect may
go without leaving any trace in the germ-plasm.
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LECTUEE XXXII

INFLUENCE OF ISOLATION ON THE FORMATION
OF SPECIES

Introduction—Isolated regions are rich in endemic species—13 isolation a condi-

tion in the origin of species ?—Moriz Wagner, Romanes— ' Amiktic ' local forms, the

butterflies of Sardinia, of the Alps, and of the Arctic zone—Periods of constancy and

periods of variation in species—Amixia furthered by germinal selection—The thrushes

of the Galapagos Islands—The intervention of sexual selection—Humming-birds

—

Central American thrushes—Weaver-birds of South Africa—Papilionidoe of the Malay

Archipelago— Natural selection and isolation—Snails of the Sandwich Islands

—

Influences of variational periods—Comparison with the edible snail and with the snail

fauna of Ireland and England—Changed conditions do not always give rise to variation

—Summary.

In an earlier lecture I endeavoured to show, hy means oi" Dar-

winian arguments and examples, how important for every species, in

relation to its transmutation, is the companionship of the other

species which live with it in the same area. We saw that the

' conditions of life ' operated as a determining factor in the com-

position of an animal and plant association quite as momentously as

any climatic conditions whatsoever, and, indeed, Darwin rated the

influences of vital association even more highly, and attributed to

them an even greater power of evoking adaptation than he granted

to the physical conditions of life.

We are, therefore, prepared to recognize that even the trans-

ference of a species to a difierent fauna or flora may cause it to vary,

and this occurs when the species gradually extends the area of its

distribution, so that it penetrates into regions which contain a

materially difierent association of forms of life. But these migra-

tions are not necessarily only gradual, that is, due to the slow

extension of the original area of distribution in the course of genera-

tions as the species increases in numbers ; they may also occur sud-

denly, when isolated individuals or small companies of a species

transcend in some unusual manner the natural boundaries of the old area,

and reach some distant new region in which they are able to thrive.

Species-colonies of this kind may be due to the agency of

man, who has spread many of his domesticated animals and plants

widely over the earth, but who has also intentionally or unin-

tentionally forced many wild animals and plants from their original
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area to dist:mt pju'ts ol" tlio earth, as, for in.staiK'e, when the English

hiiiuble-beos -woi-o imported into New Zealand -with a \iew to

securing the IVrtilization of the clover ; bnt such colonies also

occur in thousands of eases independently of man's agency, and

the means by which they are brought about are very diverse. Little

singing-birds are sometimes driven astray by storms, and carried far

aAvaj' across the sea, to tind, if fortune fa\ours them, a new home

on some remote oceanic island ; fresh-water snails, which have just

emerged from the egg, creep on to the broad, webbed feet or among

the plumage of a wild duck or some other migratory bird, and are

carried by it far over laud and sea, and tinallj' deposited in a distant

marsh or lake. This must happen not infrequently, as is evidenced by

the wide distribution of our Central European fresh-water snails

towards the north and south. But terrestrial snails can also, though

more rarely, be borne in passi\-e migration far bej'ond limits which

are apparent!}' impassable, as is evidenced by the presence of land-

snails on remote oceanic islands.

The Sandwich Islands are more than 4,000 kilometres from the

continent of America ; they originated as \-olcanoes in the midst of

the Pacitic Ocean ; and j^et they possess a rich fauna of terrestrial

snails, the beginnings of which can only have reached them by the

chance importation of indi\-idual snails carried by strayed land-birds.

Charles Darwin was the tirst who attempted to investigate the

problem of the colonization of oceanic islands by animal inhabitants,

and the chapter in The Oriijln- of S/i,riei< which deals with the

geographical distribution of animals and plants still forms the basis

of all the in\estigations directed towards this point. We learn from

these that many laud-animals, of which one would not expect it on

(( priori grounds, may be carried away by chance over the ocean,

either, as iu the case of butterflies and other flying insects, and of

birds and bats, by being driven out of their course by the wind, or bj^

being concealed—either as eggs or as fully-formed auimals—in the

clefts of driftwood, where they can resist for a considerable time the

usually destructive influence of salt water. Thus eggs of some of the

lowest Crustacea (Daphnichv), which are contained in large numbers iu

the mud of fresh water, may be transported with some of the mud on

the feet of birds, and this may happen also to encysted infusorians and

other unicellulars, iuid to the much more highly organized Rotifers as

well. In all these cases, jmd in many others, it may happen occasionally

that single individuals, or a few at a time, may be carried far afield,

and may reach regions from which their fellows of the same species

are entirely excluded. If they thrive there they may establish
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colonics wliieh will grailually spreail all ovor tho isolated aiva as I'av

as it aftbi'ds favonrable coiulitions oi' life.

But oceanic islands aro not the only cases ol' isolated reo;it)ns

;

mountains and mountain-raTig-os which risi' in the midst ol' a plain

also form isolation-areas for mountain-dwolling plants or animals

which have not much power of migratino-. In the same way marine

animals may be completely isolate<l from eneli other by land-baj-riers,

as the inhabitants of the Mod Sea, for instance, are from those of the

Mediteri-anean, as has lu'en clearly expounded by Darwin. Tlu^

idea of an isolated region is always a relative one, and the region

which seems absolutely insular for a terrestrial snail is not so at all

for a strong-flying sea-bird. There is no such thing as ahs<i/iilc

isolation of any existing colony, f(n' otlierwise the colony could ni'xcr

haA-e i-eached the region; but the degree of isolation may be ahtsohUe

as far as the time of our observation is concerned, if the trans-

portation of the species concerned occurs so raanily that we cannot

observe it in centxiries, or perhaps in thousands of years, or if tlu^

extension of its range could only take place through climatic or

geological changes, such as a subsidence of land-barriers between

previously separated portions of the sea, or, in the case of land

animals such as snails, the elevation of tlie sea-floor and the tilling

up of ,arms of the sea which had separated two land-areas. But

even the transportation of a species by tho accidental means alrea,dy

indicated will occur so rarely, if the isolated insular region is very

distant, that the isolation of a colony by such a chance may be

regarded as almost absolute as far as the )nenibers ol' the same s])i'cies

in the original habitat are concerned.

If we examine one of those insular regions with reference to the

animal inhabitants which live upon it in isolation, we are confronted

with the surprising fact that it harbours numei'ous so-called endemic

species, that is to say, species which occur nowhere (^Ise upon tho

earth, and that these species are the more numerous the furthei'

the island is removed from the nearest area of related species. It

looks at first sight quite as if isolation alone were a direct cause ol'

tho transformation of species.

The facts which seem to point in this direction are so numerous
that I can only select a few of tliem. The Sandwich Islands, to which
we have already referred, possess eightecin endemic land-birds, and no

fewer than 400 endemic terrestrial snails, all belonging to tho family

group of Achatinellinas, which occurs there aJone.

TJie (Jalapagos Islands lie 1,000 kilometres distant from the coast

of South Ame}'ica, and they too harbour twenty-one endemic species of
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land-birds, among them a duck, a buzzard, and about a dozen different

but nearly related mocking-birds, each of which is found in only one

or two of the fifteen islands. The group of islands also possesses

peculiar reptiles, and they take their name from the gigantic land-

tortoises, sometimes 400 kilogrammes in weight, which in Tertiary

times inhabited also the continent of South America, but are now
found in the Galapagos Islands only. The islands also possess

endemic lizards of the genus Tropiduo^us, and although the lizards

can no more have been transported across the ocean than the tortoises,

but corroborate the conclusion drawn from geological data, that the

islands were still connected with the mainland in Tertiary times,

the occurrence of a particular species of Tropidurus upon almost

every one of the fifteen islands testifies anew to the mysterious

influence of isolation, for most of these islands are quite isolated

regions for the different species of lizard, even more than for the

mocking-birds, which have also split up into a series of species.

We are thus led to the hypothesis, which was first introduced

into the Evolution Theory by Darwin, that the prevention of constant

crossing of an isolated colony with the others of the same species

from the original habitat favours the origin of new endemic species,

and his conclusion is confirmed when we learn that islands like the

Galapagos group possess twenty-one endemic land-birds, but only two

endemic sea-birds out of eleven, for the latter traverse great stretches

of sea, and crossings with others of the same species on the neighbour-

ing continental coasts will often take place. The Bermuda Islands

also afford a proof that the development of endemic species is

prevented by regular crossing with other members of the species

from the original habitat, for although they are 1,200 kilometres

distant from' the continent of North America—that is, further than the

Galapagos Islands from South America—they possess no endemic

species of bird, and we may undoubtedly associate this with the fact

that the migratory birds from the continent visit the Bermudas every

year.

Madeira also confirms our conclusion, for only one of the

ninety-nine species of bird occurring there can be regarded as endemic,

and it has often been observed that birds from the neighbouring

African mainland (only 240 kilometres distant) are driven across

to Madeira. Terrestrial snails, on the other hand, will seldom be

carried to Madeira by birds, and accordingly we find there an

extraordinary number of endemic terrestrial snails, namely, 109 species.

Although these and similar facts indicate strongly that isolation

favours the evolution of new species, it would be erroneous to imagine
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that e\'ery isolation of a .species-colony conditions its transmutation

to a new species, or, as lias been maintained, first liy Moritz \Vai;-ner,

and later bj^ Gulick and by Dixon, that isolation is a necessary pre-

liminary to the variation of species—that not selection but isolation

alone rendcn's the transmutation of a species possible, and thus admits

of its segreyatiou into several ditt'ereut groups of forms. Romanes

went so far as to rci^ard the natural selection of Darwin and ^Vallace

as a sub-species of isolation, and isolation in its dixerse forms he

regarded as the sole factor in the formation of species. He assumed

that it was only by the segiegation of individuals whicli did not

varj^ that the constant rc\'ersion to the ancestral s[H'cies could

be prevented, and he regarded the process of selection as essentially

resulting in the ' isolation ' of the fittest through the elimination

of the less tit. The idea is correct in so far, that selection undoubtedly

aids the favourable variation to conquest over the old forms, precisely

because the latter, being less fuN'ourably placed in tlie struggle for

existence, are gradually more completely overcome and \\eeded out,

so that a constant mingling of the new forms with the old is prevented,

just as it is by isolation of locality. Obviously the new and titter

forms could not become dominant, could not e\en become permanent,

if they were always being mingled again with the old. But whether

it serves any useful purpose to bring this under the category of

' isolation,' and to say that mingling with the ancestral form during

transmutation is prcNcnted by natural selection, in that favourably

varying individuals are isolaled by their superiority from the inferior

ones, that is, the non-varying individuals wliich are doomed to

elimination, is somewhat doubtful. For my part, I should prefer

to retain the original meaning of the word, and to call ' isolation ' the

separation of a species-colony by spatial barriers.

Whether this factor by itself prevents the mingling with the

ancestral form as i^tt'ectually as selection tloes, and whether isolation

alone and by itself can lead to the evolution of new forms, or })erhaps

viust lead to them, must now be investigated.

I look at this ([uestion from exactly the same point of view as

I did nearly thirty years ago, when in a short paper ' I endeavoiu'ed

to show that, under favourable cii'cumstances, an indi\idual variation

of a species may become the origin of a local variety if it finds itself

in an isolated region. Suppose an island had no diurnal butterflies,

until one day a fertilized female of a species from the continent was
driven thither, found suitable conditions of life, laid its eggs, and
became the founder of a colony ; the prevention of constant crossing

' Uoher ileii Einfluss dcr Isolining mif die ArtbiliUing, Leipzig, 1872.
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between this colony and the ancestral continental species would not in

itself be any reason why the colony should develop into a variety. But

suppose that the foundress of the colony diverged in some unimportant

detail of colouring, such as may at any time arise through germinal

selection, from the ancestral species ; then this variation would be

transmitted to a portion of her progeny, and there would thus be

a possibility that a variety should establish itself upon the island

which would be the mean of the characters of the surviving progeny.

The greater the divergence was in the first progeny of the mother-

colonist, and the stronger this variational tendency was, the greater

also would be the chance that it would be transmitted further

and become a characteristic aberration from the marking of the

original species. I then designated this effect of isolation as due to

amixia, that is, to the mere prevention of crossing with the members

of the same species in the original habitat.

We have examples of this from the Mediterranean islands,

Sardinia and Corsica, which possess in common nine endemic varieties

of butterflies, most of which diverge from the species of the continent

in a quite inconsiderable degree, though quite definitely and constantly.

Thus there flies in these islands a variety {Vanessa ichausu) of our

common little Vanessa urticai in which the two black spots on the

anterior wing exhibited by the original species are wanting. The

large tortoise-shell (Vanessa polycMoros) also occurs there, but it

has not varied and still exhibits the black spots. Our little indigenous

butterfly [Pararga inegoBra), which is abundant on warm, stony

slopes, quarries, and roads, flies about in Sardinia, but as a variety

(tigelius), which is distinguished from the original species by the

absence of a black curved line on the posterior wings.

That of two nearly related and similarly marked species, like the

large and small tortoise-shell, one should remain unvaried, while the

other has become a variety, shows us that amixia alone does not neces-

sarily lead to the evolution of varieties in every case. It might of

course be objected that one species may have migrated to the islands

at a much earlier period than the other, and that it might be a direct

effect of the climate which found expression in this way. But we

have other similar cases in which one of two species has varied in an

isolated region, while the other has not, and in regard to which we

can prove definitely that both were isolated at the same time.

An instance of this kind is to be found in Arctic and Alpine

Lepidoptera, which inhabited the plains of Europe during the Glacial

period, and subsequently, when the climate became milder again,

migrated some to the north into countries within the Arctic zone, and
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some to the south to the Alps to escape in their heights from the increas-

ing warmth. There are many diurnal Lepidoptera which now belong

to both regions, and of these some have remained exactly alike, so that

the Arctic form cannot be distinguished from the Alpine form ; others

show slight differences, so that we can distinguish an Arctic and

an Alpine variety. To the former category belong, for instance,

Lyccmia donzslii and LjiccGna pheretes, Argynnis pales, Erebia manto,

and others ; to the second category belong, for instance, Lyccena

orbitulus, Prun., Lyccena optilete, Argynnis thore, and some species

of the genus Erebia.

This cannot be an instance of the direct effect of general climatic

influences, for in that case all the nearly related species of a genus

would have varied or not varied ; nor have we to do with adaptations, for

the differences in marking are seen on the upper surfaces of the wing,

which do not exhibit protective colouring, at least in these Lepidoptera.

It can only have been the prevention of crossing that has fixed the

existing variational tendencies in the isolated colonies—variations

which Avould have been swamped and obliterated if there had been

constant crossing with all the rest of the members of the species.

But there is another factor to be considered. Those Alpine

Lepidoptera, for instance, which have not remained exactly the same

in the far north, have formed local varieties in the rest of the area of

their distribution also, while species which have remained quite alike

in isolated regions, such as the Alps and the north, exhibit no aberra-

tions in other isolated regions, such as the Pyrenees, in Labrador, or

in the Altai. Thus one species must have had a tendency in the

Glacial period to form local varieties, and the other had not; and

I have already attempted to explain this on the hypothesis that the

former at the time of their migration and segregation into different

colonies were at a period of dominant variability, the latter at a

period of relatively great constancy. Leaving aside the question of

the causes of this phenomenon, we may take it as certain that there

are very variable and very constant species, and it is obvious that

colonies which are founded by a very variable species can hardly ever

remain exactly identical with the ancestral species ; and that several

of them will turn out differently, even granting that the conditions of

life be exactly the same, for no colony will contain all the variants of

the species in the same proportion, but at most only a few of them,

and the result of mingling these must ultimately result in the develop-

ment of a somewhat different constant form in each colonial area.

If we were to try to imitate this ' amixia ' artificially we should

only require to take at random from the streets of a large town
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a number of" pregnant bitches, and place each of them upon an island

not previously inhabited by dogs, and then a different breed of dog
would arise upon each of these islands, even if the conditions of life

were exactly' similar. But if, instead of these variable liitches, the

females of a Russian wolf were placed on the islands, the developing

wolf-colonies would differ as little from the ancestral species as the

various Russian wolves do from one another—similar climate and

similar conditions of life being presupposed.

There is thus an evolution of varieties due to amixia alone, and

we shall not depreciate the significance of this if we consider that

individual variations are the outcome of the fluctuations in the equih-

brium of the determinant system of the germ-plasm, to which it is

always more or less subject, and that variations of the germ-plasm,

whether towards plus or minus, bear within themselves the tendency

to go on increasing in the direction in which they have begun, and to

become definite variational tendencies. In isolated regions such varia-

tional tendencies must continue undisturbed for a long period, because

they rim less risk of being suppressed by mingling with markedly

divergent germ-plasms.

The probability that variational tendencies set up in some ids of

the germ-plasm by germinal selection will persist and increase is

obviously greater the more the germ-plasms combining in amphimixis

resemble each other. For instance, let us call the varying deter-

minants Dv, and assume as a favourable case that these are represented

in three-fourths of all the ids in the fertilized eggs of a butterfly-

female which has been driven astray on to an island, that is, that they

are present in twelve out of sixteen ids: then of lOo offspring of the

first generation it is possible that seventy-five or more will contain

the determinants Dv, some of them in a smaller number of ids, some

in a great number than the mother, according as the reducing division

has turned out. If the pairing of the second generation be favourable

—and this again is purely a matter of chance— a third generation

must arise which would contain the variants Dv throughout, and thus

the fixation of this particular variation on this particular island woidd

be begun. In other words, the possibility would arise, that, if indivi-

duals with a majority of Dv ids predominated, they would gradually

come to be the only ones, since by continual crossing with the minority

which possessed only the determinants D, they would mingle the

varied ids with those of the descendants of these last, till ultimately

germ-plasm with only the old ids would no longer occur.

In following out this process it is not necessary to assume that

the first immigrant possessed the variation visibly : if determinants
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varying in a particular direction occurred in the majority of its ids,

these would, as a consequence of persistent germinal selection, go on

varying gradually until the externally visible variation appeared.

This would not have appeared at all if the animal concerned had

remained in the original habitat of its species, for there it would

have been surrounded by normal germ-plasms, and its direct

descendants, even if they had been as favourably situated for the

origin of variations as we have assumed, would not have reproduced

only among themselves, and therefore even in the next generation the

number of Dv ids would have diminished.

Obviously it is to a certain extent a matter of chance whether in

the isolated descendants the variation or the normal form remains the

victor, for it depends on the number of Dv ids originally present in

the fertilized eggs, then on the chances of reducing divisions, and

finally on the chance which brings together for pairing individuals in

which the similarly varied ids preponderate. The probability of the

conquest of the variation will depend in the main on the strength of

the majority of the varied ids in the fertilized eggs of the parents
;

if this be an overwhelming majority, then the chances of favourable

reducing divisions and pairings will also be great. The origin of

a pure amixia variety will thus depend upon the fact that the same
variational tendency Dv was present in a large number of the ids of

the ancestral germ-plasm. We need not wonder therefore that of the

numerous diurnal butterflies of Corsica and Sardinia only eight have

developed into endemic, probably ' amiktic,' varieties.

But since we know that so many species in oceanic islands and

other isolated regions are endemic or autochthonous, i.e. of local origin,

there must obviously be some other factor in their evolution in

addition to the mere prevention of crossing with unvaried individuals

of the same species. The variational tendencies which have arisen in

the germ-plasm through germinal selection may—as we have already

seen—gain the ascendancy in various ways; first, by being favoured by
the climatic influences, then by being taken under the protection of per-

sonal selection, whether in the form of natural or of sexual selection.

As the inhabitants of insular areas are not infrequently subject

to special climatic conditions, we may assume at the outset that many
of the ' endemic ' species are climatic varieties, but in many cases this

explanation is insufficient. For instance, special local forms of mock-
ing-bird live on several of the Galapagos Islands, but this cannot
depend upon diflferences of climate, for the islands are only a few
kilometres apart, and resemble one another as regards the conditions

of life which they present. But as the differences between these local
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forms show themselves especially in the male sex, as colour varia-

tions of certain parts of the pluman-e, we must take account of

sexual selection, which, though with its basis in germinal selection,

has in many islands followed a path of its own, Sexual selection

operates especially in the case of sporadically occurring characters

which are in any way conspicuous. But it is just such variations as

these that are called into existence by germinal selection, whenever

it is allowed to continue its course undisturbed through a long series

of generations. Characters of this kind, such, for instance, as feathers

of abnormal structure or colour in a bird, or new colour spots in

a butterfly, make their appearance when a group of determinants has

been able to go on varying in the same direction for a long time un-

impeded, that is, without being eliminated as injurious by natural

selection or obliterated by crossing. This is very likely to happen in

the case of an isolated area, and as soon as the conspicuous character

thus brought about makes its appearance, sexual selection takes control

of it, and ensures that all the individuals, that is, all the germ-

plasms which possess it, have the preference in reproduction.

I believe, therefore, that a large number of the endemic species of

birds and butterflies in isolated regions result from amixia based upon

germinal selection, whose results have been emphasized by sexual

selection. Experience corroborates this, as far as I can see, for many
of the endemic species of birds in the Galapagos and other islands

differ from one another solely or mainly in their colouring, and in

many it is especially the males which differ greatly.

As to the humming-birds we may say, without going into details

regarding their sexual characters and their distribution, that the

many endemic species which inhabit the Alpine regions of isolated

South American volcanic mountains differ from one another chiefly in

the males and in the secondary sexual characters of these. The

family of humming-birds is characteristically Neotropical, that is, it

has its centre in the Tropics of the New World, and by far the greater

number of hunnning-bird species—there are about a hundred and fifty

— occur there only, while a few occur as migrants north of the Tropical

zone, and visit the United States as far north as Washington and

New York. We know that many of the most beautiful species have

quite a small area of ilistribution, that many are restricted to a single

volcanic mountain, living in the forests which clothe its sides. These

species are isolated there, for they do not migrate
;
apparently they

cannot endure the climate of the plains, but remain always in their

mountain forests. Without doubt thej' originated there, chiefly, I am

inclined to think, through the variation of the males due to sexual

II. u
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selection. Any one who has seen Gould's magnificent collection of

humming-birds in the British Museum in London knows what

a surprising diversity of red, green, and blue metallic brilliance these

birds display, what contrasts are to be found in the diverse colour-

schemes, and what differences they exhibit in the length and form of

the feathers of the head, of the neck, of the breast, and especially of

the tail. There are wedge-shaped, evenly truncate, and deeply forked

tails, some with single long, barbless feathers, and so on. All these

characters are confined to the males, and are at most only hinted at

in the female ; in no species does the female even remotely approach

the male in brilliance or decorativeness of plumage.

I do not believe that so many species with very divergent plumage in

the males could have developed if they had all lived together on a large

connected area. But here, distributed over a large number of isolated

mountain forests, the decorative colouring or the distinctive shapewhich

chances to arise through germinal selection on any of these terrestrial

islands can go on increasing, undisturbed by crossing with individuals

of the ancestral species, and furthered, moreover, by sexual selection.

In this way, if I mistake not, numerous new species have arisen

as a result of isolation, and it is quite intelligible that several new
species may have arisen from one and the same ancestral species, as

we may see from the nearly related yet constantly different species

of mocking-bird on the different islands of the Galapagos group.

A number of similar examples might be given from among
birds. Thus Dixon calls attention to the species of the thrush genus

Catharus, twelve of which live in the mountain forests of Mexico

and of South America as far as Bolivia, all differing only slightly from

one another and all locally separated. They came from the plains,

migrated to the highlands, were isolated there, and then no longer

varied together all in the same direction, but each isolated group

evolved in a different direction according to the occurrence of chance

germinal variations: one developed a chestnut-brown head, another

a slate-grey mantle, a third a brown-red mantle, and so on. From
what we have already seen in regard to the importance of sexual

selection in evolving the [plumage of birds, it is probable that this

factor has been operative in this case also.

Another example is afforded by the weaver-birds (Ploceus) of

South Africa, those ingenious singing-birds resembling blackbirds

in size and form, whose pouch-shaped nests, hanging freely from
a branch, usually over the water, and with their little openings on
the under side, are excellently protected from almost every form
of persecution. These birds have in South Afi-ica split up into twenty
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or more species, but the areas of each are not sharply isolated, and

the division into species cannot, therefore, be due to isolation. But

it is not difficult to guess upon what it depends, when we know that

the males alone are of a beautiful yellow and black colour, while the

females are of a greenish protective colouring all over.

Thus, in my opinion, sexual selection plays a part more or less

important in the origin of the numerous endemic species of diurnal

Lepidoptera which are characteristic especially of the islands of the

Malay Archipelago, and which make the Lepidopteran fauna there

so rich in individuality. A large number, indeed the majority of

the types of Papilionidse, have a peculiar species, a local form, on

most of the larger islands, which is sharply and definitely distinguished

from those of the other islands, usually in both sexes, but most

markedly in the much more brilliantly coloured males.

Thus each of these types forms a group of species, each of which

is restricted to a particular locality, and has usually originated where

we now find it, although of course the diffusion of one of these

large strong-flying insects from one island to the other is in no way
excluded. As an example we may take the Priainiu.s group, the

blackish yellow Helena group, the blue Ulyssus group, and the pre-

dominantly green Perardhus group.

If we inquire into the causes of this divergence of forms and

their condensation into numerous species, we shall find that their

roots lie in this case, as in that of all transformations, in germinal

selection and the variational tendencies resulting therefrom, but we
must regard their fixation as the re&ult of isolation, which prevented

the variational tendencies which happened to develop on any one

island from being neutralized and swamped by mingling with the

variations of other islands. But that sexual selection took control

of these striking colour-variations and increased them still further

is obvious from the rarely absent dimorphism of the sexe^^. Even

if the females do not consciously select mates from among the males,

they will more readily accept as a mate the one among several suitors

which excites them most strongly. And that will be the one which

exhibits the most brilliant colours or exhales the most agreeable

perfume, for we know from their behaviour in regard to flowers how

sensitive butterflies are to both these influences.

Although isolation has an important role in the formation of all

these species, it seems to me an exaggeration to maintain, as many

naturalists do, that the splitting up of a species is impossible without

isolation. Certainly the splitting up of species is, in numerous cases,

facilitated by isolation, and indeed could only have been brought

u a
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about in its present precision by that means, but it is underestimating

the power of natural selection not to credit it with being able to adapt

a species on one and the same ai'ea to different conditions of life,

and we shall return to this point later on in a different connexion.

But in the meantime it must suffice to point out that the poly-

morphism of the social insects affords a proof that a species may
break up into several forms in the same area through the operation

of natural selection alone.

I am therefore of opinion, with Darwin and Wallace, that

adaptation to new conditions of life has, along with isolation, had

a material share in the evolution of the large number of endemic

species of snail on the oceanic islands. This brings us to the co-

operation of natural selection and isolation. If, thousands of years

ago, by one of the rarest chances, an Achatina-\\\iQ snail was carried

by birds to the Sandwich Islands, it would spread slowly, at first

unvaried, from the spot where it arrived over the whole of the

snailless island. But during this process of diffusion it would fre-

quently come in contact with conditions of life which would not

prevent it from penetrating further, but to which it was imperfectly

adapted, and in such places a process of transformation would begin,

which would consist in the fostering of favourably varying individuals,

and which would run its course quietly byj means of personal

selection, based upon the never-ceasing germinal selection, and

unhindered by any occasional intrusion of still unvaried members

of the species from the original settlement on the island. But these

new conditions were not merely different from those of the ancestral

country; the island region itself presented very diverse conditions,

to which the snail immigrant had to adapt itself in the course of

time, as far as its constitution allowed. Terrestrial snails are almost

all limited to quite definite localities with quite definite combinations

of conditions; none of our indigenous species occurs everywhere,

but one species frequents the woods, another the fields ; one lives on

the mountains, another in the valleys ; one on gneiss soil, another

on limy soil, a third on rich humus, a fourth on poor river-

sand; one in clefts and hollows among damp moss, and another

in hot, dry banks of loess, and so on. Although we cannot see in

the least from the structure of the animal why this or that spot

should be the only suitable one for this or that species, we may say

with certainty that each species remains permanently in a particular

place because its body is most exactly adapted to the conditions

of life there, and therefore it remains victorious in the competition

with other species in that particular spot.
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111 this way the immigrants to the Sandwich Islands must have
adapted themselves in the course of time to their increasingly-

specialized habitats, and in doing so have divided up into increasingly

numerous forms, varieties, and species, and indeed into several genera.

But this alone is not sufficient to explain the facts. According
to Gulick's valuable researches there live on one little island of the

Sandwich group no fewer than aoo species of Achatinellidffi, with

600-700 varieties ! This remarkable splitting up of an immigrant
species is regarded by him as a result of the isolation of each

individual species and variety, and I do not doubt that this is correct

as far as a portion of these forms is concerned, and that isolation

plays a certain part in regard to them all. Gulick, who lived a long

time upon the island, attempts to prove that the habitats of all

these nearly related varieties and species are really isolated as far

as terrestrial snails are concerned ; that intermingling of the snails

of one valley with those of a neighbouring one is excluded, and that

the varieties of the species diverge more markedly from one another

in proportion as [their habitats are distant. On the other hand,

species of different genera of Achatinellidse often live together on

the same area ; but they do not intermingle.

Although Gulick's statements are worthy of all confidence, and
though his conclusions have great value as contributions to the

theory of evolution, I do not think that he has exhausted the problem

of the causes of this remarkable wealth of forms among the terrestrial

snails of oceanic islands. It is not that I doubt the relative and

temporary isolation of the snail-colonies at numerous localities in

the island of Oahu. But why have we not the same phenomenon

in Germany, in England or Ireland? Gulick anticipates this objection

by pointing out the peculiar habits of the Oahu snails. Many of

the species there are purely arboreal animals, living upon trees and

never leaving them, even during the breeding season, or in order

to deposit eggs, for they bring forth their young alive. Active

migration from forest to forest seems excluded by the fact that on

the crests of the mountains there is a less dense forest of different

kinds of trees, and dry sunny air, which could not be endured by

the species of Acliatinella and Bvlimella, which love the moist shades

of the tropical forests. Active migration over the open grass-land

at the mouths of the valleys is also excluded.

It must be admitted that the isolation of these forest snails

in their valleys is for the time being very complete, and that inter-

mingling of two colonies which live in neighbouring valleys does

not occur by active ^migration, within the span of one or several
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human generations. It will also be admitted that our terrestrial

snails in Central Europe are much less isolated in their different

areas, that, for instance, they could get from one side of a mountain

to the other by active migration ; but we must nevertheless repeat the

question: how does it happen that in Oahu every forest, every mountain-

crest, and so on, has its own variety or species, while our snails are

distributed over wide stretches of country, frequently without even

developing sharply defined local varieties? The large vineyard or

edible snail {Helix pomatia) occurs from England to Turkey, that

is, over a distance of about 3,000 kilometres, and within this region

it is found in many places which might quite as well be considered

isolated as adjacent forest valleys in Oahu. It occurs also on the

islands of the Channel and of the Irish Sea, and lives there without

intermingling with the members of the species on the mainland.

But even on the Continent itself it would be possible to name
hundreds of places in which they are just as well protected from

intermingling with those of other areas as they are in Oahu. There

too the snails must somehoiu have reached their present habitat

some time or other, perhaps rather in an indirect way, by means
of other animals; but this is true also of the snails of a continent,

as we shall show more precisely later on. In the meantime let us

assume that this is so, and that the vineyard snail {Helix pomatia), or

some other widely distributed snail, is relatively isolated. Why then

have not hundreds of well-marked varieties evolved—a special one for

each of the isolated areas ?

Obviously there must have been something in operation in the

Sandwich Islands which is absent from the continental habitats of

Helix jjomatia, for this species shows fluctuations only in size, but is

otherwise the same everywhere, and the few local varieties of it which
occur are unimportant. I am inclined to believe that this 'some-

thing ' depends on two factors, and especially on the fact that the

immigrant snail enters upon a period of variability. This will be

brought about in the first place by the fact that the climate and other

changes in the conditions of life will call forth a gradually cumulative

disturbance in the equilibrium of the determinant system, and thus

a variability in various directions and in various combinations of

characters. To this must be added the operation of natural selection,

which attempts to adapt the immigrant to many new spheres of life,

and thus increases in diverse ways the variational tendencies afforded

by germinal selection. These two co-operating factors bring the

species into a state of flux or lability, just as a species becomes
more variable under domestication, likewise as a direct effect of
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change of food and other conditions, such as the consciously or

unconsciously exercised processes of selection. It follows from this that,

in the gradual diffusion of snails all over the island, similar localities

would almost never be colonized by exactly similar immigrants, but

by individuals containing a different combination of the existing

variations, so that in the course of time different constant fomns would

be evolved through amixia in relatively isolated localities.

But everything would be different in the diffusion of a new
species of snail in a region which was already fully or at least

abundantly occupied by snail-species. Let us leave . out of account

altogether the first factor in variation, the changed climate, and we
see that a species in such circumstances would have no cause for

variation, because it would find no area unoccupied outside of the

sphere to which it was best adapted; it would therefore not be

impelled to adapt itself to any other, and in most cases could not do

so, because in each it would have to compete with another species

superior to it because already adapted.

The case would be the same if an island were suddenly peopled

with the whole snail-fauna of a neighbouring continent, with which

a land connexion had arisen. If the island had previously been free

from snails, all the species of the mainland would be able to exist

there in so far as they were able to find suitable conditions of life,

but each species would speedily take complete possession of the area

peculiarly suited to it, so that none of their fellow migrants would

be impelled, or would even find it possible, to adapt themselves to

new conditions and thus to become variable and split up into varieties.

If Ireland were at present free from snails, and if a land connexion

between it and England came about, then the snail-fauna of England

would probably migrate quite unvaried to Ireland, and in point of

fact the snail-fauna of the two islands, which were formerly con-

nected, is almost the same. For the same reason the fauna of

England, as far as terrestrial snails are concerned, is almost the same

as that of Germany.

On the other hand, it may be almost regarded as a law that an

individual migrant to virgin territory must become variable. This

could not be better illustrated than by the geographical distribution

of terrestrial snails, which emphasizes the fact that a striking wealth

of endemic species is to be found on all oceanic islands. Moreover, the

fact that the number of these endemic species is greater in proportion

to the distance of the island from the continent, indicates that the

variability sets in more intensively and lasts longer in proportion to

the small number of species which become immigrants in the island,
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and in proportion to the number of unoccupied areas which are open

to the descendants of the immigrant species. This is undoubtedly the

reason why the Sandwich Islands do not possess a single species which

occurs elsewhere, and the segregation of the unknown ancestral form

into many species and several (four) sub-genera is also to be inter-

preted in the same way. There was probably in this case only one

immigrant species, which found a free field, and adapted itself in its

descendants to all the conditions of snail-life which obtained there,

and in doing so split up into numerous and somewhat markedly

divergent forms. But the number of different forms is much greater

than the number of distinctive habitats, as Gulick indicates and sub-

stantiates in detail, for similar areas, if they are relatively isolated from

one another, are inhabited not by the same forms, but by different

though nearly related varieties, and this depends on the fact that from

the species which was in process of varying a different combination of

variations would be sent out at different periods, and the temporary

isolation would result in the evolution of special local varieties.

But I do not believe that this would continue for all time. I

rather think that these—let us say—representative varieties would

diminish in numbers in the course of a long period. For the isolation

of single valley-slopes or of particular woods is not permanent, indi-

viduals are liable to be carried from one to another in the course of

centuries as they were at the beginning of the colonization of the

isolated woods ; forests are cleared or displaced by geological changes,

connexions are formed between places which were formerly separated,

and in the course of another geological period the number of repre-

sentative varieties, and probably even of species, will have diminished

considerably,—the former will have been fused together, the latter

in part eliminated. Even now Gulick speaks regretfully of the

decimation of rare local forms by their chief enemies, the mice.

But even if the number of endemic forms in insular regions

diminishes from the time when they were first fully taken . possession

of, it, nevertheless remains a very high one, for even now Madeira

possesses 104 endemic terrestrial snails, the Philippines have more
than the whole of India, and the Antilles as many as the whole
American continent.

Many naturalists believe that each isolated variety must diverge

further and further from its nearest relatives as time goes on.

Although I entirely admit that this is possible, for I have
endeavoured to show that variational tendencies which have once

arisen in the germ-plasm go on in the same direction until they are

brought to a full stop in some way or other, yet I cannot admit that

Digitized by Microsoft®



INFLUENCE OF ISOLATION ON THE FORMATION OF SPECIES 297

this must always be so. The species which has been carried to

a strange area need not always contain particular variational ten-

dencies in its germ-plasm, and need not in every case be impelled to

such variations by the influence of new conditions. We know species

which have made their way into new regions, and, without varying at

all, have held their own with, or even proved superior to, the species

which were already settled there. Many cases of this kind are

known, both among plants and animals ; these have been brought

by man, intentionally or by chance, from one continent to another,

and have established themselves and spread over the new area. I

need only recall the evening primrose (CEnothera biennis^), whose

fatherland is Virginia, but whose beautiful big yellow blossoms now
display themselves beside nearly every river in Germany, having

migrated stream-upwards along the gravelly soil ; or the troublesome

weed [Erigeron canadense), which is now scarcely less common in our

gardens than in those of Canada ; or the sparrow (Passer domesticus),

which was introduced into the United States to destroy the cater-

pillars, but which preferred instead to plunder the rich stores of corn,

and in consequence of these favourable conditions increased to such

an extent that it has now become a veritable pest, all imaginable

means for its extirpation having been tried— as yet, however, with no

great results.

In all these cases the migration is certainly of recent date, and

it is quite possible that, when a longer time has elapsed, some

variations will take place in the new home, but in any case these

instances prove that an immigrant species can spread over its new

area without immediately varying.

Similarly, it must be admitted that species which have belonged

to two continents ever since Tertiary times need not have diverged

since that time, and we know, for instance, thirty-two species of

nocturnal Lepidoptera which are common to North America and to

Europe and yet exhibit no differences, while twenty-seven other

nocturnal Lepidoptera are, according to Grote, represented in America

by ' vicarious ' species, that is, by species which have varied slightly

in one or other of the two areas, perhaps in both.

To sum up: we must undoubtedly admit that isolation has

a considerable influence in the evolution of species, though only in

association with selection in its various grades and modes, especially

1 This was written before tlie appearance of the researches which De Vries has

made on the variations of (Enotliera in Europe. Thus the illustration may not be quite

apposite, for it seems to remain undetermined whether the ' mutations ' which occur

in Holland do not also occasionally appear in America. See end of lectui-e xxxiii.
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germinal selection, natural selection, and sexual selection. We can

say generally that each grade and mode of selection will more readily

lead to the transformation if it be combined with isolation. Tlius

germinal selection may call forth slight divergences in colour and

marking, which will be permanent if the individuals concerned are in

an isolated region. In isolation these variations will increase undis-

turbed, and in some circumstances will be intensified bj' sexual

selection, so that the male sex will vary alone in the first place,

though the female may follow, so that ultimately the whole species

will be transformed. Finally, the most marked effect of isolation is

seen when individual members of a species are transferred to virgin

territory which offers unoccupied areas, suitable not to one particular

species alone, but to many nearly related species, so that the immi-

grant colony can adapt itself to all the different possibilities of life,

and develop into a whole circle of species. But we saw that such an

aftergrowth of new forms, whetlier varieties, species, or even genera,

may far exceed the number of different kinds of localities, if there be

relative isolation between the different groups of immigrants within

the insular region, as happens in the case of slow-moving animals like

the terrestrial snails, or of small singing-birds, to which each island of

a little archipelago is a relatively isolated region (Galapagos).

We may thus fully recognize the importance of local isolation

without regarding the absence of crossing with the members of the

species in the original habitat as the sole cause of species-formation,

without setting ' isolation ' in the place of the processes of selection.

These last, taken in the wide sense, always remain the indispensable

basis of all transformations, but they certainly do not operate

only in the form of personal selection, but, wherever indifferent

characters are concerned, in that of germinal selection. Here, too, we
see the possibility of reconciliation with those naturalists who regard

transformations as primarily dependent upon internal forces of

development. The fact is that all variations depend upon internal

coMses, and their course must be guided by forces which v/ork in an

orderly way. But the actual co-operation of all these forces and
variations is not predetermined, but depends to a certain extent upon
chance, for of the possible modes of evolution the one which gains the

upper hand in the play of forces at the moment is alone followed, the

better are everywhere preferred, from the most minute vital units of

the germ-plasm, up to the struggle between individuals and between
species.
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LECTURE XXXIII

ORIGIN OF THE SPECIFIC TYPE

Transition speeios of Celebes snails, according to Sarasin—Possible variations in

the shell due to nutrition—Natural selection plays a part—Germinal selection-

Temporary transitions between species—The fresh-water snails of Steinheim—How do
sharply-defined species arise?—NSgeli's Developmental Force—The species a complex
of adaptations—Adaptive differences between species—Adaptive nature of specific

characters—The case of Cetaceans—Of birds—Additional note : the observations and
theories of De Tries.

Our study of the influence M-hich geographical isolation may
have in transforming old and a'ivins; rise to new forms of life has

led us naturally to a much more important problem, that of the

origin of species as more or less sharply defined groups of forms,

and I wish to make the transition to this problem by discussing

another case of species-splitting effected in association with, or, as

is usually said, through isolation. The naturalists Paul and Fritz

Sarasin, well known through their excellent studies on many com-

ponents of the tropical fauna, have published in their latest work
interesting discoveries in regai-d to the terrestrial snails of Celebes.

These observations show that on this island a great transformation

of snails has taken place, even since the later Tertiary period. A large

number of new species of snail have arisen on this island since that

time, and this, as the authors sliow to be probable, in association with

the receding of the sea, that is, with the elevation of the island further

out of the water, and thus with the increase of its surface. The

modern terrestrial snails show chains of forms connected in manj^

ways so that a series of species is connected by transition forms, and

therefore does not really consist of separate species at all, although

the extremes would seem to be separate species if they Avere

studied by themselves without taking the transition forms into

account. The state of things is exactly as if a Tertiary snail had

spread from any small area over the whole island, and had been

transformed slowly and in a definite direction in accordance with its

distance from its starting-point. It is thus that we must interpret

this discovery ; we have here, beside each other in space, and indeed

often disposed along geographical lines, the individual stages of a

phyletic process of transformation, which has reached difterent levels
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at different places. One of the longest of these chains of forms is

that of Xanina cincta, which runs across the island from east to

west, and, beginning with the smallest and most delicate forms, ascends

through many intermediate stages to the giant form N. livibifem.

Such chains of forms have been previously recognized ; thus Kobelt

described one in the case of the Sicilian land-snails of the genus

Ihcru!:i, and other cases are recorded in literature, but in all instances

they refer to areas which must be regarded as isolated for the snails,

and which have been colonized from a single starting-point.

Wo have now to inquire whether and how we can explain the

origin of these chains of forms. The cousins Sarasin tell us how
they at first attempted to refer the differences between the individual

links of such a chain to the diverse influence of the external con-

ditions of life, but in vain ; neither the height above sea-level nor

the character of the soil was sufficient, and natural selection was

no more so ;
' for why should a high Obha-iorm twisted like a beehive

be either better or worse equipped for the struggle for exist-

ence than a smaller and flatter one ?
' It is true that we do not

understand why, but this does not seem to me any reason to doubt

that natural selection should be regarded as one of the causes of

the divergence of these species, for we could not answer the same

question in regard to any of the other structural differences between

two species of snail, for the simple reason that we have far too little

knowledge of the biological value of the parts of a snail. Or could

any one tell of what use it would be to a snail-species to have

the horns slightly longer, the foot somewhat narrower, the radula

beset with rather larger or more numerous teeth 1 We might indeed

imagine many ways in which it might be of advantage, but we are

not in a position to say definitely why, for instance, longer horns

should be better for one species than for another, and yet we do

not believe that the structure of snails is less well adapted to the

life of each species than that of any other animals. The snail's

structure -is certainly built up of hundreds and thousands of adapta-

tions, like that of every other animal species, but while in many
others we can, at least in part, recognize the adaptations as such,

we cannot do so at all in regard to the snail. Siraroth has pointed

out that the spiral asymmetrical shell bears a relation to the one-

sided opening of the genital organs, but that only states the general

reason for the coiling of the shell. In studying the differences in the

shell one is apt to think of its external appearance alone, of the pro-

tection which it affords to the soft internal organs of the easily

wounded animal; perhaps also of the distribution of weight, which
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must be different in a high tower-hke structure and a low flat spiral

;

possibly, too, of the varied obstacles and resistance the snail has to

encounter in creeping into clefts and holes, or among a tangle of

plants, according to the form of its shell ; but is it not also conceivable

that the form of the shell has been determined by its contents ? As
Rudolph Leuckart taught, the snail may be regarded as composed

of two parts, one of which is formed by the head and foot, the other

by the so-called ' visceral sac ' : the former may be called the animal

half, because it chiefly contains the dominant organs—the nerve-

centres, almost the whole mass of muscle, and the sense-organs

;

the latter the vegetative half, since it contains the main mass of the

nutritive and reproductive systems—the stomach and intestine, the

large liver, the heart, the kidneys, the reproductive organs, and so on.

The vegetative half of the animal is always concealed within the

shell ; would not therefore any great variation in the size of liver,

stomach, intestine, and so on, bring with it a variation in the size

and form of the shell, as well as in the expansion or contraction

of its coils? And might not such variations ''become necessary

because of some change in the food-supply ? It is only a supposition,

but it seems to me very probable that becoming accustomed to a new
diet, less easily broken up and dissolved and of diminished nutritive

value, would cause modification not only of the radula and jaw-plate,

but also of the stomach and the liver, the intestine and the kidneys,

whose activity is closely associated, 'ifhe stomach must become more

voluminous, the liver which yields the digestive fluid must become

more massive, and so forth. I will not follow this hypothethical

example further, for I merely wished to recall the fact that the snail

shell, to the form of which no biological significance can be commonly

attributed, is actually a sort of external cast of the visceral sac, and

consequently dependent on the variations to which that is liable in

accoi'dance with the conditions of its life. To give precise proofs

for such processes is certainly not yet possible, for we do not even

know with certainty what the diet of the various species of snail

is, much less the diflerence between the modes of nutrition in two

varieties, or the nutritive value of the materials used, or the

changes in secretion, absorption, assimilation, and. excretion which

must be brought about by these differences. But we can at least

see that variations in nutrition must be enough in themselves to

give rise to new adaptations in the size, constitution, and mutual

adaptation of the internal vegetative organs, and we cannot overlook

the possibility that the form and size of the vegetative half, and

therefore the form and size of its secretion, the shell, may also be
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caused to vary^ The fact that we cannot recognize, for instance,

the beehive shape of an Obha as an adaptation, is thus no proof

that it is not one. But let us assume for the moment that it is not,

and that it cannot be referred to natural selection any more than the

other variations in the Celebes chain of forms, and we may further

admit that they cannot be referred to sexual selection, still less to

some 'inherent principle of perfecting,' not only because there is

no question of perfecting in the matter, but because such a mystical

principle is outside of the scope of natural history and its principles

of interpretation.

But that transformations in a definite direction can and must

arise from fresh disturbances in the equilibrium of the determinant

system, that is from germinal selection, we have already shown.

Even if the changes of form with which we are here dealing

had really no biological importance, they might quite well have been

brought about by germinal selection, and only one thing remains

obscure, that is, why the different stages on the path of distribution

of a species are at a different level of evolution and not all at the

same level. Why have not all been transformed ? Why have some

colonies remained near the ancestral form, while others have varied

only a little, and others again a great deal"? This cannot be

explained by any assumption of an internal power of development,

and the explanation can only be found in germinal selection associated

with isolation, since the internal processes in the germ-plasm can

quite well run a different course in different colonies. Nevertheless

I am inclined to infer from these differences in the individual

colonies of these chains of forms, that natural selection in the

accepted sense has also played a part in the evolution of these

snail varieties.

Such series of forms are especially interesting, because they

show us the process of species-formation in its different stages

beside each other in space, and thus simultaneously. They represent,

so to speak, a horizontal branch of the genealogical tree of the species,

as the Sarasins well express it, that is, a series of species arising from

' That this suggestion was not unjustified is evident from a recent contribution
by Simroth ('Uebei- die Riiublungeiischnecken,' NaturwissenschaflUche Wochenschrift,
December 8 and 15, 1901). In this paper the author, who is .an expert as regards
the biology of Gastropods, shows tliat a change of diet may evoke many kinds of
changes in the structure of the food-canal, which may indirectly compel changes in
the shell. Thus iu a small indigenous snail, Daudebardia, the pharynx has grown so
enormously in thickness and length in adaptation to the predatory mode of life, that
the head and the anterior pnrt of the body can no longer be retracted within the
shelter of the shell. For this reason, and also because of the snail's habit of following
earthworms into their burrows, the shell has been shunted far back and obliquely
downwards. It has at the same time markedly changed in its shape, as may still be
verified by comparing the form of the shell in the young stages with that of the adult.
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each other, which do not break off, but are all capable of life at the

same time, and so exist simultaneously on dilFerent areas ; they are

species adapted to different localities, not to different times. The
same is true of the snails of other isolated regions, except that the

chains of forms are usually not simple, but split up into several

chains of forms arising from one ancestral form, and under certain

circumstances each of these may break up into two or more diverging

series. The great number of related species in Madeira, or in the

Sandwich Islands, compels us to this assumption, although the branch-

ing of the genealogical trees can no longer be demonstrated with

certainty.

This splitting up of forms into several series on a varied insular

region shows us once more that it is germinal selection alone which

forms the basis of all transformations, and that there is not, as earlier

naturalists, especially the botanists Nageli and Askenasy, maintained,

any peculiar impelling Force of Development innate in organisms.

If there were such a force, a species would be obliged to go on continu-

ously in the same direction, exactly like the Sarasins' chains of forms,

but no breaking of the species into one or many forms could occur.

But this breaking up into series is easy to understand when we take

germinal selection into consideration, for the germ-plasm contains

many ids and determinants, and each of these can enter upon new
variations, so that one colony can vary in this direction, another in

that, and a great diversity of forms living in isolation must, or at

least may be the result, as we see in the case of the Sandwich Islands.

Let us delay a moment over the Sarasins' case of the Celebes

snails. We are dealing here with series of forms in regard to which

the ordinary conception of species fails us, for they contain varieties

whose extremes are as far apart as distinct species usually are, which

are not, however, distinct, since they are connected with one another

by one and often by several transition forms. Thus we can only

break them up into two or more ' species ' by an arbitrary division

at one place or other. The phenomenon itself is not new to us ; we
have seen that even Lamarck and Treviranus made use of similar

series of forms, connected by transition stages, in their attack upon

the old theory of creation, and sought to prove by means of these

that the idea of species is an artificial one, read into nature by man,

and not innate in nature, and that the forms of life were only

apparently fixed and sharply defined, being in reality in process of

slow transformation. Such beautiful and convincing examples as we

now possess were not available at that time, but it might even then be

said that it Avas the easier to make a new species the fewer examples
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one had to deal M'ith, and the more difficult the more numerous these

became, because with the number of individuals, especially if they

come from a wide area, the number and diversity of the divergences

increases also, so that in many cases, as in that of the Celebes snails,

it becomes impossible to draw a line between the dift'erent species.

There are, however, many animal and plant forms which do not

show such marked divergences, but rather exhibit a great harmony

of individuals even in detail, and the conception of species is more

readily applied to these. It would certainly be foolish to give it up,

since we should then lose all possibility of arriving at any sort of

orientation among the enormous wealth of forms in nature. But at

the same time we must not forget that these ' typical ' species only

appear so to our short-sighted vision—short-sighted as far as time is

concerned—and that they are connected from long-past times with
' species ' which lived at an earlier date, by just such transition stages

as connect the Celebes species of to-day, which are all living at the

same time. The world of life on the earth only presents at any given

time a ' cross-section of its genealogical tree,' and according as its

branches grow out vertically or horizontally we receive an impression

of typical, sharply defined species or of circles or chains of forms.

In the first case the evolution of new species was associated with the

dying out of the horizontal branches, and the end-twigs of the branch

stand beside each other now apparently isolated and sharply defined
;

in the other case only a portion of the ancestral species has been

transmuted, and the other part continues to live alongside of the

species derived from it, and perhaps repeats the process of giving

off a varied race of descendants.

The last thirty yeai'S have yielded much paljBontological evidence

of the successive stages of species-transformation. In quietly de-

posited horizontal strata of the earth's crust, lying one above another,

the whole phyletic history of a group of snail-species has repeatedly

been found in historic order, the oldest in the deepest layer, the

youngest in the uppermost, and the numerous and often very divergent
' species ' of a particular deposit are connected by transition forms

in the intermediate strata. From the point of view of time, therefore,

these are not 'typical' species, but circles of forms in a state of

variability.

The most beautiful of such cases are the I'lanorhis species from

the small lacustrine deposits of Steinheim in Swabia, the I'dludi iiti

strata of Slavonia, and various groups of Ammonites.

These cases have been described and discussed so often that

I need only refer to their most essential features.
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The Planorhis strata of Steinlieiiu were first investigated, from

the point of view of the theory of descent, by Hilgendorf (1866). He
described nineteen different varieties, which, as they are all connected

in chronological succession with each other, he grouped together

under the name of Flanorh'tH inultiforinis. These little freshwater

snails are found in millions in the strata of the former lake-basin of

Steinheim, and they are arranged in so orderlj^ and regular a manner
that two observers, working independently and at different times,

succeeded in building up the genealogical tree in almost the same

way. According to Alpheus Hyatt, the later investigator, all the

forms are derived from one ancestral form, Planorhis Icevis, from

which four different series have descended, one of them splitting up

again into three subordinate series.

All the individual members of these series are connected by
intermediate forms in such a manner that a long period of constancy

of forms seems to be succeeded by a shorter period of tr-ansformation,

from which again a relatively constant form arises.

We see, therefore, that the idea of species is fully justified in

a certain sense ; we find indeed at certain times a breaking up of

the fixed specific type, the species becomes variable, but soon the

medley of forms clears up again and a new constant form arises

—

a new species, which remains the same for a long series of generations,

until ultimately it too begins to waver, and is transformed once

more. But if we were to place side by side the cross-sections of this

genealogical tree at different levels, we should only see several well-

defined species between which no intermediate forms could be recog-

nized ; these would only be found in the intermediate strata.

The problem we have now to discuss is, how it comes about

that relatively sharply defined species exist which are connected with

ancestral forms further back, but which form among themselves an

exclusive, more or less homogeneous, host of individuals. How does

it happen that we everywhere find a specific type, and not an endless

number of individual forms connected with one another in all directions?

This would require no further explanation if a phyletic evolu-

tionary force impelled the forms of life to vary in a definite manner,

and thus to become transmuted into new forms in the course of

generations. In that case the whole genealogical tree of the organisms

on the earth must have been potentially contained in the lowest

moneron, so that, given time and the most indispensable general

conditions of existence, the living world just as we know it must have

x-esulted. Nageli was the first to express this view, and he followed

it out consistently, not even hesitating to deny the existence of all

II. X
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processes of selection, and to represent the whole of evolution as

a process conditioned by this phyletic force, which would have given

rise to the world of organisms which has actually arisen, even if the

conditions of life at the different periods of the earth's history had

been other than they were. I have always combated this idea, with-

out however overlooking that it is based upon facts which—at that

time at any i-ate—gave it a certain justification. We cannot pass

it by without giving some other interpretation of the facts. Follow-

ing Nageli, the botanist Askenasy championed this view of ' variation

in a different direction,' which gives rise to new forms ; and in more

recent times Romanes, Henslow, and Eimer expressed similar views,

and—although they did not actually dispute the existence of pro-

cesses of selection—they attributed a much less important role to

them, and referred the phyletic genealogical tree of organisms in the

main to other and internal causes.

Like Nageli himself, his followers have laid stress upon the

fact that natural selection cannot be the cause of the evolution and

succession of particular species, because the differences which separate

species from species are not of an adaptive nature, and therefore

cannot depend upon selection ; but if the step from one species to the

next succeeding one does not depend upon adaptation, then the

greater steps to genera, families, and orders cannot be referred to it

either, since these can only be thought of as depending upon a long-

continued splitting up of species. Genera, families, and all higher

groups must be recognized as conventional categories, not as real

divisions existing in nature itself. Even Treviranus and Lamarck

maintained that the differences between genera depended just as

much upon our estimate, our intellectual convenience, as do the

differences between species. All forms were originally connected,

though they may not be so now, and if the species are really not

distinguished by adaptive characters, then neither are any other

grades of our classificatory system, neither order nor classes, since

they all depend originally on the transmutation of species. It was

therefore quite consistent of Nageli to seek the mainspring of organic

evolution, not in adaptation,but in an unknown evolutionary force. Thus

he refused to recognize adaptation as a consequence of selection, but re-

garded it, as Lamarck had done, as the direct effect of external conditions,

and as an entirely subordinate factor in the transmutation of forms.

Nageli and his modem successors conceive of phyletic evolution

as depending upon definitely directed variation, resulting from internal

causes and occurring at definite times, which of necessity causes

the existing form to be transformed into a new one. To them the
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species appears, so to speak, as a vital crystallization, or to use Herbert

Spencer's phraseology, as an equilibrium of living matter, which

becomes displaced from time to time, and passes over into a new state

of equilibrium, being transmuted into a new species, something like

the pictures in a kaleidoscope. The species is thus something con-

ditioned from ^yithin, which must be as it is and could not be

otherwise, just like a crystal which crystallizes in one particular

system and not in another ; it must be just thus or it could not be

at all. From the point of view of this theory it would be easy to

understand that the thousands or millions of individuals composing

a species all agree in essentials—that a specific type exists.

But this conception can hardly be entirely correct, although

there is some truth at its foundation, namely, that germinal variations

which arise independently are the basal roots of all transmutation.

But the species is not simply the result of these internal processes, it

is not even mainlj^ so ; it is not the result of an internal, definitely

directed developmental force, even if we attempt to think out such

a force in a purely scientific or mechanical, instead of a mystical,

sense. It seems clear to me that the species is not a life-crystal in the

sense that it must, like a rock-crystal, take form in a particular way
and in no other for purely internal reasons and by virtue of its

physical constitution ; the species is essentially a complex of adapta-

tions, of modem adaptations which have been recently acquired,

and of inherited adaptations handed down from long, ago—a complex

which might quite well have been other than it is, and indeed must

have been difierent if it had originated under the influence of other

conditions of life.

But of course species are not exclusively complicated systems

of adaptations, for they are at the same time ' variation-complexes,'

the individual components of which are not all adaptive, since they

do not all reach the limits of the useful or the injurious. All trans-,

formations arise from a basis of spontaneous chance variations, just

as all forest plants grow from the soil of the forest, but do not all

grow into trees, the adaptive forms which determine the essential

character of the forest ; for many species remain small and low, like

the mosses, grasses, and herbs ; and these too have a share, though

a subordinate one, in determining the character of the forest, which

. depends definitely, though only partially, on the loftier growths.

According to my view all adaptation depends on an alteration in

the equilibrium of the determinant system, such as must arise from intra-

germinal or even general fluctuations in the nutritive supply, affecting

larger or smaller groups of determinants and causing variation in them

X %
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to a greater or less degree. And these variations may be in a quite defi-

nite direction, persisted in for internal reasons, as we have already seen

in the section dealing with germinal selection. These variations are the

building-stones out of which, under the guidance of personal selection,

a new specific type, tha-t is, a new complex of adaptations, can be

established. In this type many indifferent characters are involved,

which are just as constant characters of the species as the adaptations.

The opponents of the selection theory have often urged against

it this constancy of indifferent characters, but as soon as we cease

to restrict the principle of selection to ' persons,' and extend it also

to the lower categories of vital units, the occurrence of indifferent

characters is easily understood. To illustrate characters of this kind,

Henslow has recently called attention to the species of gentian, whose
flowers have a corona split into five tips in some species and into six

or seven in others, and we cannot possibly ascribe any biological

significance to these specific characters. It is quite possible that they

possess none ; but did not even Darwin express his belief that many
peculiarities of form ' are to be attributed to the laws of growth, and
to the mutual influence of parts,' forces which he rightly refrained

from including under ' natural selection ' in his sense of the word, but

which we now regard as an expression of intra-selection or of histonal

selection ? It is this, in our opinion, which brings about the coadapta-

tion of the parts to form a harmonious whole, which admits of the

primary adaptations to the conditions of life being followed or accom-

panied by correlative secondary variations, and which plays an
important part in directing the course of every individual develop-

ment, and is therefore uninteri-uptedly active within the organism.

We cannot analyse the factors precisely enough to be able to demon-
strate in an individual case why the corona should be divided into

four in one species of gentian and into five in another, but we can

.understand in principle that all adaptations of a species which are not

primary are determined by the compelling influence of intra-selection.

And we need not now rest content even with that, for we know that

this intra-selection—as we have already seen—is active within the

germ-plasm, and it is only a logical consequence of the principle of

germinal selection to suppose that variations of definite determinants

due to personal selection may in the germ-plasm itself give rise to

correlative variations in determinants next -to them or related to

them in any way, and that these may possess the same stability as

the primary variation. This seems to me a sufficient reason why
biologically unimportant characters may become constant characters

of the species. Correlation is not effected only in the perfect
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organism ; it exists at every period of its life, from the germ till

death, and what it brings about is quite as inevitable as what is

evoked through adaptation by means of personal selection.

We can thus also understand that indifferent characters may
be contained not only in individual ids of the germ-plasm, but also

coincidentally in a great majority of them, as soon as we think of them
as dependent upon the characters established through personal selec-

tion, for these must be contained in a majority of the ids.

But there is still another reason why indifferent characters should

become stable, and that is the effect of general variational influences

on all the individuals of a species, as, for instance, in many climatic

varieties, and probably also in many cultivated varieties.

But even when we have fully recognized that, from the arcana of

the germ-plasm, new minimal variations are continually cropping up,

which are biologically indifferent, and nevertheless become variational

tendencies, and may increase even to the extent of causing visible

•differences, and that therefore varieties of snails or of butterflies, or

of any animal or plant whatever, may originate through germinal

selection alone, it cannot for a moment be supposed that the transmu-

tation of species depends upon this process exclusively or even

preponderantly. This was Nageli's mistake, and that of his followers

as well, that he ascribed to his ' principle of perfecting ' the essential

role in directing the whole movement of evolution, while the general

structure of all species shows us that they are, so to speak, built up of

adaptations. But adaptations could not be—or could only be fortui-

tously and exceptionally—the direct result of an internal power of

development, since the very essence of adaptational changes is that they

a,re variations which bring the organism into harmony with the

conditions of its life. We are therefore forced either to underestimate

greatly the part played by adaptation in every organism—and that is

what Nageli did—or to leave the standpoint of natural science

altogether, and assume a transcendental force which varied and

adapted the species of organisms pari passu with the changes in the

conditions of life during the geological evolution of our earth. This

would be a sort of pre-established harmony, through which the two

clocks of evolution—that of the earth and that of organisms—kept

exact time, although they had quite different and independent works !

But that the determining significance of adaptations in organic

forms is underestimated even now is evidenced by the continually

repeated statement that species differ, not in their adaptive characters,

but in purely morphological characters, whereas it is obvious that

we are far from being able to estimate the functions of a part
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with sufficient precision to be able to say definitely whether the

diff'erences between two nearly allied species are or are not adapta-

tions to different conditions. The same is true with regard to the

other side of the problem—the conditions of life.
' These are often

to all appearances identical in two allied species, but even where

they are visibly different it is often difficult to assert that the

diff'erences between the two species can be interpreted with cer-

tainty as adaptations to the specific conditions of life. At an

earlier stage we discussed the protective coloration of butterflies, and

we saw that the forest butterflies of the Tropics frequently mimicked

a dry leaf on their under surfaces. In the various regions of the

extensive forest districts of the Orinoco and the Amazon in South

America there are fifty species of the genus Ancea alone, and in the

resting pose all these bear a most deceptive resemblance to a leaf, yet

each of them differs from the rest in the mingling of its colours, its

brilliance, and usually in markings when these are present. If we
wished to be able to decide whether these specific differences were of

an adaptive nature or not, we should first of all require to know in

what kind of forest two neighbouring species lived, and in what

places, among what sort of leaves, they were in the habit of settling.

Even then we should at best only know whether the species A was

better protected, as far as our own eyes were concerned, among the

leaves of the forest A' than the species B, and conversely ; but we
could not tell whether they required this protection, or whether the

species A, if transferred to the forest B', would be more frequently

discovered and destroyed by its enemies than in its own forest-home,

and that alone could prove the difference to be biologicallj^ important,

that is, to have selection-value. The difficulty, indeed the impossi-

bility, of arriving at such decisions can perhaps be better illustrated by
an example from our indigenous fauna. No one doubts that the upper

surface of the anterior wing in the so-called banner-moth (Catocala)

possesses a very effective protective colouring ; by day the moths rest

with wings spread out fiat upon tree trunks, wooden fences, walls, &c.,

and they are so excellently suited to their environment that they are

usually overlooked both by man and animals. But each of the twelve

German species of Catocala has a special protective colouring ; in Cato-

cala fraxini it is a light grey, in Catocala nujjta, a dark ash-grey, in

Catocala elocata rather a yelloM'ish-brown grej-, in Catocala sjMnsa an
olive brown, in Catocalapromissa a mingling of whitish-grey and olive

brown, and so on. All these colourings are protective ; but could any
even of our most experienced and sharp-sighted entomologists prove

that each of these different shades of colour depends upon adaptation
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to the usual resting-place of the particular species to wliich it belongs ?

And yet it is on « priori grounds highly probable that this is the

case. But even this would by no means dispose of the whole problem,

for each of these protective colour schemes is composed of several,

often many, tints ; it must be so if they are to fulfil their end at all,

for a uniformly coloured wing would contrast with the bark of every

tree and with every wooden fence. Tlie wing-surface must therefore

bear on a lighter background a number of lines and streaks varying

from brown to black, and usually running zigzag across the wing
;

beside these are spots of lighter colour, which complete the deceptive

picture. This ' marking ' of the wing is similar in all twelve species,

and yet in each it is different in detail. It is constant in each, and

thus is a specific character. . But who would venture to undertake the

task of proving that each of these streaks, spots, zigzag lines, &c., is

or is not adaptive— that the details are necessarj' adaptations to the

resting-place which had become habitual to the species, or, on the

other hand, simply expressions of the variational tendencies of the

elements of marking, depending upon germinal selection 1 This would

be an impossible task, and 3-et we are here dealing with a character

which, as a whole, is undoubtedly adaptive ; in many of the differences

between other species even that is not certain.

It seems to me, therefore, hardly reasonable to talk of the ' insufE-

ciency of natural selection ' because we are not able to demonstrate

that the minutiae of specific characters are adaptational results.

Personal selection intervenes whenever the variations produced by

germinal selection attain to selection-value ; and whether we can

determine the exact point at wliich this takes place in individual

cases is, as I have said before, theoretically quite indifferent.

Moreover, there are cases in which we can prove that specific

differences are of an adaptive nature. When, of two nearly related

species of frog, the spermatozoon of one possesses a thick head and that

of the other a thin head, and when at the same time the micropyle

through which alone the spermatozoon can make its way into the

ovum is wide in the first species and narrow in the second, we have

before us a specific character which is obviouslj' adaptive.

In order to gain clearness as to the significance of natural

selection in the restricted sense, that is of personal selection, it seems

to me much more important to study the different groups of animals

and plants with special reference to what they undoubtedly exhibit

in the way of adaptation. For that reason I discussed different

groups of adaptations in detail in some of the preceding lectures,

although, or rather because, they all teach us that every part of every
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species, whether animal or plant, even every secretion, and indeed

every habit, evevy inherited instinct, is subject to adaptation to the

conditions of life. It seems difficult to refuse to admit that this is the

natural impression which this study conveys, and it is strengthened

as our knowledge increases ; that every essential part of a s'peeies is

not merely regulated by natural selection, but is originally produced

by it, if not in the species under consideration at the time, then in

some ancestral species ; and, further, that every part can adjust itself

in a high degree to the need for adaptation. It was not without

a purpose that I discussed the phenomenon of mimicry so fully, for it,

above all others, teaches us how great a power of adaptation the

organism possesses, and what insignificant and small parts may be

transformed, in a remarkable degree, in accordance with some actual

need. We saw tliat a butterfly might assume a colouring which

diverged entirely from that of its nearest relatives, but which caused

it to resemble an immune species of a difli'erent family, and thereby

protected it more effectively from persecution. Such a case can no

more be due to a dominating phyletic force than to a chance and

sudden displacement of the state of equilibrium of the determinant

system ; it can depend only on natural selection, that is, on a sifting

out of the diverse variations offered by germinal selection, and the

unhampered expression and augmentation of those favoured.

But it is not only these minute variations, insignificant in relation to

the whole structure of the animal, which can be determined by natural

selection. The same applies to the phyletic evolution as a whole ; even

that is not directed by the assumed internal principle of development.

Adaptations, from their very nature, can only depend upon

selection, and not upon an internal principle of evolution, since that

could take no account whatever of external circumstances, but would

cause variations in the organism altogether independently of these.

Thus, in considering the origin of any of the larger groups of animals,

we may exclude a phyletic power as the guide of its evolution as soon

as we can prove that all its essential structural relations, as far as

they diverge from those of nearly related groups, are adaptations.

We may not be able to do this for nearly all of the animal groups,

and it will hardly be possible in regard to a single group of plants,

because our insight into the biological significance of characters, which
means more than the functional significance of the individual parts,

and their correlation as parts of a whole, is seldom sufficiently

intimate or thorough. But among animals we can do this in regard

to some groups ; one of these is the order of whales or Cetaceans.

Cetaceans, as is well known, belong to the Mammalia, that is to
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say, to a class whose structure was built for life on the land,

ancestors of Cetaceans were similar

to the other mammals, and possessed

a coat of hair and four legs, and a

body the mass of which was so dis-

tributed that it could be borne by

those four legs. But all the modern

Cetaceans live in the sea, and they

have therefore entirely changed their

bodily form; theyhave become spindle-

shaped like fishes, well adapted for

cleaving the water, but incapable of

moving upon land. At the same time,

their hind-legs have completely disap-

peared, and can now be demonstrated

only as rudiments within the mass of

muscle (Fig. 130, Br, Tr, Fr), while

the fore-legs have been transformed

into flipjDers, in which, however, the

whole inherited, but greatly shortened,

skeleton of the mammalian arm is

concealed (OA, UA, H). The skin has

lost its covering of hair so completely

that in some cases no traces of it are

demonstrable except in the embryo.

All these changes are adaptations to an

aquatic life, and could not have been

produced independently of the in-

fluence of external conditions. But

there is much more than this. A
thick layer of blubber under the

skin gives this warm-blooded animal

an effective protection against being

cooled down by the surrounding water,

and at the same time gives it the

appropriate specific gravity for life in

the sea ; an enormous tail-fin similar

to that of fishes, but placed hori-

zontally, forms the chief organ of

locomotion, and for this reason the

hind-legs became superfluous and de-

generated. Similarly, the muscles of

The

Fig. 130. Skeleton of a Greenland
Whale with the contour of the body.

Ofr, upper jaw. XJk, lower jaw. Sch,

shoulder-blade. OA, upper arm.
VA, bones of fore-arm. H, hand.
Br, vestige of the pelvis. Fr, vestige

of the femur. Tr, vestige of the lower
part of the leg. After Glaus.
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the ear have also disappeared, for the hearing organ of this aquatic type

is no longer suited for receiving the sound-waves through an air-

containing trumpet, but receives them by a shorter route from the

surrounding water, directly through the bones of the skull. Remark-

able changes in the respiratory and circulatory organs make prolonged

submersion possible, and the displacement of the external nares from

the snout to the forehead enables the animal to draw breath when it

comes up from the depths to a frequently stormy surface. It would

take a long time to enumerate all that can be recognized as adaptive

in these remarkable aquatic mammals to a life in what to their

ancestors would have been a strange and hostile element. Let us

study particularly the case of the whalebone whales, for instance the

Greenland whale, and we ai'e at once struck by the enormous size of

the head, which makes up about a third of the whole body (Fig. 130).

Can this, which has such an important effect in determining the

whole type of animal, be an outcome of some internal power of

development 1 By no means ! It is rather an adaptation to the

mode of nutrition peculiar to this swimming mammal, for it does not,

like dolphins and toothed whales, feed on large fishes and Cephalopods,

but on minute delicate molluscs—Pteropods and pelagic Gastropods,

on Salpee, and the like, which often cover the surface of the

Arctic Ocean in endless shoals, sometimes extending for many miles.

To enable the whale to sustain life on such minute morsels it was
necessary that it should be able to swallow enormous quantities

;

teeth were therefore useless, and they have become rudimentary,

and can only be demonstrated in the embryo as rudiments (dental

germs) in the jaw ; but in place of these there hang from the roof

of the mouth-cavity great plates of 'whalebone,' a quite peculiar

product of the mucous membrane of the mouth, the ends of which are

frayed into fibres, and form a sieve-net for catching the little animals

which are engulfed with the sea-water. The mouth-cavity itself has

become enormous, so that great quantities of water at a time can be

strained through the net of whalebone-plates.

When I mention that peculiar changes have occurred also in the

internal organs, that the lungs have elongated longitudinally and thus

enable the animal more readily to lie in the water in a horizontal

position, that peculiar arrangements exist within the nostrils and the
larynx which enable the animal to breathe and swallow simultaneously,

and that the diaphragm lies almost horizontally because of the length
of the lung, I think I have said enough to indicate that not only does
almost everything about the whale diverge from the usual mammalian
type, but that all these deviations are adaptations to an aquatic life. If
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eveiything that is characteristic, that is, typical either of the order or

of the family to which animals belong, depends upon adaptation, what
room is left for the activity of an internal power of evolution ? How
much is left of the whale when the adaptations are subtracted?

Nothing more than the general scheme of a mammal; but this was
implicit in their ancestors before the whales originated at all. But
if what makes whales what they are, that is, the whole ' scheme ' of

a whale, has originated through adaptation, then the hypothetical

evolutionary power—wherever its seat may be—has had no share

in the origin of this group of animals.

I said all this more than ten years ago, but the idea of an

internal directive evolutionary force is firmly rooted in manj" minds,

and new modifications of the idea are always cropping up, and of

these the most dangerous seem to me to be those which are not clear

in themselves, but suppose that the use of a shibboleth like ' organic

growth ' means anything. That organic growth is at the base of the

phyletic evolution of organisms may be maintained from any scientific

standpoint whatsoever, from ours as well as from Nageli's, for no one

is so extreme and one-sided as to regard the process of evolution as

due solely to internal or toMy to external factors. The process may
thus always be compared to the growth of a plant, which likewise

depends on both internal and external influences. But that is saying

very little ; we have still to show how much and how little is effected

by these internal and external factors, what their nature precisely

is, and what relation they bear to one another. There is thus a great

difference between believing, with Nageli, that ' the animal and plant

kingdoms must have become very much what- they actuallj^ are, even

had there been on the earth no adaptation to new conditions and no

competition in the struggle for existence,' and sharply emphasizing,

in accordance with the facts just discussed, that, in any case, a whole

order of mammals—the Cetaceans—could never have arisen at all if

there had been no adaptation.

The same thing could be proved in regard to the class of Birds, for

in them too we are able to recognize so many adaptive features, that

we may say everything about them that makes them birds depends

upon adaptation to aerial life, from the articulations of the backbone

to the structure of the skull and the existence of a bill; from the

transformation of the fore-limbs into wings, and of the hind-limbs to

very original organs of locomotion on land or swimming organs in

water, to the structure of the bones, the position, size, and number

of tlie internal organs, down even to the microscopic structure of

numerous tissues and parts. What could be more characteristic of
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a class of animals than feathers are of birds ? They alone are

enough to distinguish the class from all other living classes; an

animal with feathers can now be nothing but a bird, and yet the

feather is a skin-structure which has arisen through adaptation,

a reptilian scale which has been so transformed that an organ

of flight could develop from its anterior extremity. We find it thus

even in the two impressions of the primitive bird Archaxpteryx,

which have been preserved for us in the Solenhofen slate since the

Jurassic period in the history of the earth. And into what detail

does adaptation go in the case of the feathers ! Is not the whole

structure, with its quill, shaft, and vane, precisely adapted to its

function, although that is purely passive? What I have just said

of the whole class of Birds holds true for this individual structure,

the feather ; everything about it is adaptation, and indeed illustrates

adaptation in two directions, for in the first place the feathers, by
spreading a broad, light, and yet resistant surface with which to beat

the air, act as organs of flight, while they are also the most effective

warmth-retaining covering conceivable. In both these directions

their achievements border on the marvellous. I need only recall the

most recent discovery in this domain, the proof recently given by the

Viennese physiologist, Sigmund Exner, that the feathers become

positively electric in their superflcial layer, and negatively electric

in their deeper layer, whenever they rub against one another and

strike the air. But they are rubbed whenever the bird flies or moves,

and the consequence of the contrast in the electric charging of the

two layers is that the covering feathers are closely apposed over the

down-feathers, while, on the other hand, the similar charging of the

down-feathers makes them mutually repel each other, with the result

that a layer of air is retained between them, and thus there is

between the skin and the covering feathers a loose thicket of feathers

uniformly penetrated by air—the most effective warmth-preserver

imaginable. The electric cha.racters of the feathers—and the same is

true of the hairs of animals— are thus not indiflferent characters, but

with an appreciable biological importance, and the same is true of the

almost microscopical series of little booklets which attach the barbs

of the covering feathers to one another, and thus form a relatively

firm but exceedingly light wing-surface which offers a strong resist-

ance to the air. But as we must regard these booklets as adaptations,

so must we also regard the electrical characters of the feathers, and
we must think of them as having arisen through natural selection, as

Exner himself has insisted.

If we are able to recognize all the more prominent features
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of the organization in Cetaceans and Birds as due to adaptation, we
must conclude that, in the rest of the great groups of the animal

kingdom, the main and essential parts of the structure are adaptations

to the conditions of life, even although the relations between external

circumstances and internal organization are not so readily recognizable.

For if there were an internal evolutionary force at all, we should

be able to recognize its operation in the origin of the races of Ceta-

ceans and Birds ; but if there be no such power, then even in cases

where the conditions of life are not so conspicuously divergent as in

Cetaceans and Birds, we must refer the typical structure of the group

to adaptation. Thus everything about organisms depends upon

adaptation, not only the main features of the organization, but the

little details in as far as they possess selection-value ; it is only what

lies below this level that is determined by internal factors alone,

by germinal selection ; but this is not an imperative force in the

sense in which the term is used by Nageli and his successors, for it is

capable of being guided ; it does not necessarily lead to an invariable

and predetermined goal, but it can be directed according to circum-

stances into many different paths. But it is precisely this that

constitutes the main problem of the evolution theory—how develop-

ment due to internal causes can, at the same time, bring about

adaptation to external circumstances.

This lecture had been transcribed so far, and was ready for the

press, when I received the first volume of a new work by De Vries,

in which that distinguished botanist develops new vieM's in regard to

the transformation of species, based upon numerous experiments,

carried on for many years on the variation of plants. As not only

his views, but the interesting facts he sets forth, seem to contradict

the conclusions as to the transmutation of oi'ganisms which I have

been endeavouring to establish, I cannot refrain from saying some-

thing on the subject.

De Vries does not believe that the transformation of species can

depend on the cumulative summation of minute ' individual ' varia-

tions ; he distinguishes between ' variations ' and ' mutations,' and

attributes only to the latter the power of changing the character

of a species. He regards the former as mere fluctuating deviations

which may be increased by artificial selection, and may even, with

difficulty, if carefully and purely bred for a long period, be made

use of to give character to a new breed, but which play no part at all

in the natural course of phylogeny. As regards phylogeny, he main-

tains that only 'mutations' have any influence, that is, the larger

or smaller saltatory variations which crop up suddenly and which
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have from the veiy first a tendency to lie purely transmitted, that

is, to breed true.

The facts upon which these views are mainly based are observa-

tions on and breeding experiments with a species of evening primrose

((Enothera) which was found in quantities on a fallow potato-field at

Hilversum in Holland. It had been cultivated previously in a neigh-

bouring garden, and had sown itself thence in the field. The numerous

specimens of this (Enothera lamarckiuna growing there were in a

state of marked ' fluctuating ' variability, but in addition there grew

among them two strongly divergent forms which must have arisen

from the others, and which led De Vries to bring the parent stock

under cultivation, in the hope that it would yield new forms, in the

Botanical Oardens at Amsterdam. This hope was fulfilled; in the

second cultivated generation there were, among the 15,000 plants, ten

which represented two divergent forms, and in the succeeding genera-

tions these forms were repeated several times and in many cases, anil

five other new forms cropped up, most of them in several specimens

and in different generations of the original stock. All these new
forms, which De Vries calls 'elementary species,' breed true, that is to

say, when they are fertilized with their own pollen they yield seed

which gives rise to the same ' elementary species.' The differences

between the new forms are usually manifold, and of the same kind as

those between the ' elementary ' species of the wild Linnajan species.

But, according to De Vries, what we have been accustomed since the

time of Linni^ to call a ' species ' is a collective category, whose
components are these ' elementary ' species which De Vries has

observed in his experiments with (Enothera. In other species, such

as Viola tricolor and Draha verna, true-breeding varieties have long

been known to botanists, and these have been studied carefully and
tested experimentally, especially by A. Jordan, and more recently by
De Bary.

All ' species,' according to the LinnsBan conception, consist, De
Vries maintains, of a larger or smaller number (in Draha there are

two hundred) of these ' elementary ' species, and these arise, as is

proved by the case of (Enothera, by saltatory or discontinuous ' varia-

tions ' which occur periodically and suddenly break up a species into

many new species, because the variations of the germ-plasm, which
are for a time merely latent, suddenly find expression in the descen-
dants of one individual or another. According to this view, species

must be the outcome of purely internal causes of development, which
reveal themselves as ' mutations,' that is as saltatory variations, which
are stable and transmissible from the very first, and among which the
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struggle for existence decides which shall survive and which shall be

eliminated. For the mutations themselves occur in no particular

direction; they are sometimes advantageous, sometimes indifferent,

sometimes even injurious (for instance, when one sex is left out), and
so it is always only a fraction of the mutations, often only a few,

which prove themselves capable of permanent existence. Thus
' species do not arise through the struggle for existence, but they

are eliminated by it ' (p. 150) ; natui-al selection does nothing more
than weed out what is unfit for existence, it does not exercise any
selective, in the sense of directive, influence on the survivors. A dif-

ference in the nature of variations was previously maintained by
the American palaeontologist Scott, though for different reasons and
also with a different meaning. He believed that variations in

a definite direction were necessary to explain the direct course of

development which many animal groups, such as the horses and the

ruminants, have actually followed, and which he thought could not be

ascribed to cumulative adaptation to the conditions of life. The
' mutations ' of De Vries are not distinguished from' the ' fluctuating

'

variations by following a definite direction, but in that they are

strictly heritable, that they ' bi'eed true.' It is true that ' fluctuating

'

individual differences are also transmissible, and can be increased by
artificial selection, but they lack one thing that would make them
component parts of a natural species, namely, constancy ; they do

not breed true, and are therefore never independent of selection, but

require to be continually selected out afresh in order that they may
be kept pure. They form ' breeds,' not species, and if left to them-

selves they soon revert to the characters of the parent species, as is

well known of the numerous ' ennobled races ' among our cereals.

De Vries therefore denies absolutely that a new species could be

developed by natural selection from ' fluctuating ' variations, and not

alone because there is no constancy of character, but also because the

capacity of the character for being increased is very limited. Usually

nothing more can be achieved than doubling of the original character,

and then progress becomes more difficult and finally ceases altogether.

These are incisive conclusions, based upon an imposing array of

weighty facts. I readily admit that I have rarely read a scientific

book with as much interest as De Vries's Mutationstheorie. Never-

theless I believe that one might be carried away too far by De Vries,

for he obviously overestimates the value of his facts, interesting and

important as these undoubtedly are, and under the influence of what

is new he overlooks what lies before him—the other aspect of the

transmutation of species, to which the attention of most observers
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wince Darwin and Wallai-i' lias hoon almost cxclusiv oly dovolcii — 1

moan llio origin of adaptations. Nod tliati lie does not nuMiliou t.licso,

ho assnnios in roga.rd to his nwitalions a. soiootion workini;' in a con-

stant diroction,' and sooks to intorprot thoui in tornis of i(>, lint as tho

luntations occur i'roni pm'oly inti'rnal reasons—^1 moan williont any

connexion witli tlio uocossity for a, now adaptation—and occnv t)nly in

a small porcontao-o ol' individuals, and in no dolinito diroction, thoy

cannot jiossihly suttico to explain in/n/ilttlioii, which soomsto dominate

the whole orj;'anic world. Hut this is precisely the point at which

many botanists coasi' to imdorstand the zoolo^'isIrS, ln'cause aimono-

plants there are I'ewor adaptations than anionji' animals ; or, in any

case, adaptations in plants are not so readily demonstrated ns iimonj;'

animals, which not inrro(inently soimu to ns to ho entirely Luilt up

oL" adaptations.

In this hook, and in this chapter itself, 1 have discussed adapta-

tions and their origin so much already that 1 need only rol'i'r to l-lu>se

})aj;'os for convincing' e\idence that \ve cannot think of them as heing

brought about by the accunnilation and anginenta.tioii of individually

occurring saltatory ' nuitation.s.' Notr even if we assume that the

leaps of mutation can bi- inci'eased in tho course of gi^iu^rations ; in

short, e\Tn if we say that nuitations are all those variations which

breed true and lead to tho dcNclopnienl. of species, whil(> variations

are those which do not. This wo\dd only be playing with words, so

let ns say that the liuctuating variations nw ri^ally tliU'erent in th(>ir

nature, that is, in their causes, from nuitations. I)e \'ries lays great

8tre.ss on the fact that those two kinds of variations must bi^ sharply

distinguished from ono anotlu^r, and this may have be(>n useful or

necessary for the lirst investigation of tho facts before him, foi' we

nnist first analyse and then recondiino, but- that \jiria.tions and

nuitations are in reality did'erent in nature can assuredly not bo

assumed, since innumerable adaptations can only have arisen through

the augmentation of individiial variations, 'riusse must therefore b(^

able to become 'pure breeding,' oscn altliongh they may not Iuivh^

doim so in tho cases of artilicial seUx'timi which have hi(-herl,i) been

observed. Mow is it possibU' that chance mutations, in no particular

direction, occurring only rai-oly and in a small ]iercentM,ge of indi-

viduals, can explain tho origin of the leaf-marking of a KaUhnia or

an Anmi—the shifting of the original wing-nervnros to form li^af-

voins, and tho exact correla,tion o\ theH<i veins a,(^i'OHS the surfaces of

both pairs of wings'! And ovcmi if wo wei'c^ to admit that a nnilation

might have occuri'oil which (Niusod the vcuns of tho anterior and

posterior wings to moot exactly by chance, tliat would still not be
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a leaf-adaptation, for there would still be wanting the instinct which

compels the butterfly, when it settles down, to hold the wings in such

a position that the two pictures on the anterior and posterior wings>

fit into each other. Correlated mutations of the nervous system

suited to this end are required, but that is too much to attribute to

happy chance ! The same holds true in regard to the whole leaf-

picture on the two wings, for it could not possibly have arisen as a whole

by a sudden mutation. The whole litany of objections which have

been urged throughout several decades against the Darwin-Wallace

theory of natural selection, which were based on the improbability

that chance variations not in a definite direction should yield suitable

material for the necessary adaptations, may be urged much more
strongly against mutations, which make their appearance in much
smaller numbers and with less diversity.

But it is—as we have already seen—in regard to the necessity

which exists almost everywhere for the co-adaptation of numerous

variations of the most diff'erent parts, that the ' mutation theory ' breaks

down utterly. The kaleidoscopic picture, the mutation, is implicit

from the first, and must be accepted or rejected just as it is in the

struggle for existence ; but harmonious adaptation requires a gradual,

simultaneous, or successive purposive variation of all the parts con-

cerned, and this can be secured only through the fluctuating variations

which are always occurring, and are increased by germinal selection

and guided by personal selection.

Many naturalists, and especially many botanists, regard adapta-

tion as something secondary, something given to species by the way,

to improve the conditions of their existence, but not afi'ecting their

nature—comparable perhaps to the clothing worn by man to protect

himself from cold ;' but that is hardly the real state of the matter.

The deep-sea expedition conducted by Chun in iSgeS and 1899

made many interesting discoveries in regard to animals living in the

depths of the ocean, all of which exhibit peculiar adaptations to

the special conditions of their life, and especially to the darkness of

the great depths. One of the most striking of these discoveries was

that of the luminous organs which are found not in all but in a great

many animals living on the bottom of the abyssal area, and also among

the animals occurring at various levels above the floor of the abyss.

These are sometimes glands which secrete a luminous substance, but

sometimes complex organs, ' lanterns ' which are controlled by the will of

the animal, and suddenly evolve a beam of light and project it in

a particular direction, like an electric searchlight. These organs have

a most complex structure, composed of nerves and lenses, which focus

IT. Y
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the light, and on the whole are not unlike eyes. That this sort of

structure should have arisen all at once through a ' mutation ' is in-

conceivable ; it can have originated only from simple beginnings by

a gradual increase of its structure along with continual strict selection

among the variations which cropped up. They all depend upon com-

plicated ' harmonious ' adaptation, and cannot possibly have been

derived from mutations, that is, from ready-made structural ' constel-

lations,' unless we are to call in the aid of the miraculous. But

lanterns of this kind are found in many different kinds of animals—in

Schizopod Crustaceans, in shrimps, in fishes of different genera and

families. Many fishes have long rows of luminous organs on the sides

and on the belly, and these probably serve to light up the sea-floor

and facilitate the finding of food ; in others the luminous organs are

placed upon the snout just above the wide voracious mouth, and in

that position they have undoubtedly the significance attributed to

them by Chun, namely, that they attract small animals, just as the

electric lamps allure all sorts of nocturnal animals, and especially

insects, in large numbers to their destruction. But not fishes only,

but molluscs, e. g. the Cephalopods of the great depths, have developed

luminous organs, and one species of Cephalopod has about twenty

large luminous organs, like gleaming jewels, ultramarine, ruby-red,

sky-blue and silvery, while in another the whole surface of the belly

is dotted over with little pearl-like luminous organs. Even if we
cannot be quite clear as to the special use of these lanterns of deep-sea

animals, there can be no doubt that they are adaptations to the dark-

ness of the great depths, and when we find the same adaptations (in

a physiological sense) in many animals belonging to the most diverse

groups, there is no possibility of referring them to sudden mutations

which have arisen all at once in these groups with no i-elation to

utility, and yet have not occurred in any animals living in the

light. Only ' variations ' progressing and combining in the direction of

utility can give us the key to an explanation of the origin of such

structures.

The same is true of the eyes of deep-sea animals. It was believed

at one time that all the inhabitants of dark regions had lost their eyes.

This is the case with many cave animals and the inhabitants of the

lightless depths of our lakes, but in the abyssal zone of the sea it is

only some fishes and Crustaceans whose eyes have degenerated to the

vanishing point. Moreover, the disappearance apparently occurs in

species which are restricted to the ocean-floor in their search for food,

which therefore can make more use of their tactile organs than of

their eyes, for while the ocean-floor undoubtedly contains over wide
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areas an abundance of food for these mud -eaters, it is only partly-

illuminated, that is, only in places where there are luminous animals

such as polyp -colonies, &c. The fact that so many of the animals

of the great depths are luminous obviously conditions, not that most

of the immigrants into the abyssal zone should lose their eyes as

useless, but that they should adapt them to the light which is very

weak in comparison with that of the superficial layers. The eyes of

deep-sea fishes, for instance, are either enormously large, and therefore

suited for perceiving the faint light of the depths, or they have varied

in another and very characteristic manner: they have become

elongated into a cylinder, which projects far beyond the level of the

head. It looks almost as if the animals were looking through an

opera-glass, and Chun has called these eyes ' telescope-eyes.' A. Brauer

has recently shown what far-reaching variations of the original eye

of fishes were necessary in order to transform it into an organ for

seeing in the dark. These variations, however, have occurred in the

eyes of the most diverse animals in the deep sea, and not only do

different families of deep-sea fishes possess ' telescope-eyes,' but Crus-

taceans and Cephalopoda as well. Even our owls possess quite a

similar structure, although it does not project beyond the head in the

same way. Here again we have to deal with the phenomenon which

Oscar Schmidt in his time called convergence, that is, corresponding

adaptations to similar conditions in animal forms not genealogically

connected with one another. These telescope-eyes are not all descended

from one species which chanced in one of the ' mutation-periods ' sud-

denly to produce this combination of harmonious adaptations, but

they have risen independently through variation progressing step by

step in the direction of the required end, that is to say, through

natural selection based upon germinal selection. Only thus can their

origin be understood.

But what is true of eyes adapted to darkness is true in some

measure of all eyes, for the eyes of animals are not mere decorative

points which might be present or absent; they cannot have arisen

in any animal whatever through sudden mutation—they have been

laboriously acquired with difficulty, by the slow increase of gradually

perfecting adaptations ; they are parts which bear the most precise

internal correlation with the whole organization of the animal, and

which can only cease to exist when they become superfluous. Thus

the origin of eyes seems to me only conceivable on the basis of

germinal selection controlled towards what is purposeful by natural

selection, that is to say, on a basis of fluctuating variation, and not

through chance.

Y 2
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This is the case with all adaptations. Just as the eyes of animals

are adaptations which utilize the light-waves in the interest of the

organism and its survival, the same is true of all the sense-organs,

tactile organs, smelling and tracking organs, organs of hearing, and

so on. The animal cannot do without these ; first the lower sense-

organs arose and then the higher ; the increasingly high organization

of the animal conditioned this, and a multicellular animal without

sensory structures is inconceivable. The same may be said of the

nervous system as a whole, whose function it is to translate into action

the stimuli received through the sense-organs, whether directly or by

means of intervening nerve-cells, which form central organs of ever-

increasing complexity of composition. As telescope-eyes have evolved

in some groups of deep-sea animals, independently of one another,

and certainly not through the fortuitous occurrence of a mutation,

but under the compulsion of necessity in competition, so all the organs

we have just named, the whole nervous system with all its sense-

organs, must have arisen through the same factors of evolution in

numerous independent genealogical lines. And it must not be

supposed that this is all ; what is true of the sense-organs—that they

are necessities—is undoubtedly true also of all parts and organs of

the animal body, both as a whole and in every detail. It cannot be

demonstrated in all cases, but it is nevertheless certain that this

applies also to all the organs of movement, digestion, and reproduction,

to all animal groups and also to the differences between them, even

although these may not always be obvious adaptations to the con-

ditions of life. What part is left for mutation to play if almost

everything is an adaptation 1 Possibly the specific differences ; and

these in point of fact cannot in many cases be interpreted with

certainty as adaptations, though this can hardly be taken aa a proof

that they are not. Possibly also the geometrical skeletons of many
unicellulars, in which again we cannot recognize any definite relation

to the mode of life. It is easy enough to conceive of the wondrously

regular and often very complex siliceous skeleton of the Radiolarians

or Diatoms as due to saltatory mutations, and ' leaps ' of considerable

magnitude must certainly have been necessary to produce some of the

manifold transformations here as everywhere else. But whether

these are or are not without importance for the life of the organisms,

we are in the meantime quite unable to decide. Here too it is well to be

cautious in concluding that these organic 'crystallizations' are without

importance, and therefore to infer that they have arisen suddenly

from purely internal causes. One of the experts on Diatoms, F. Schiitt,

has shown us that difierences in length in the skeletal process of
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the Peridineas have a definite relation to their power of floating in
the sea-water, that the long skeletal arms or horns which these
microscopic vegetable organisms extend
into the surrounding water form a

float-apparatus, for their friction against

the particles of the water prevents

sinking and enables them to float for

a considerable time at approximately

the same level. These skeletal forms
are thus adaptations, and Chun has

recently been able to corroborate the

conclusion that this adaptation is exactly

regulated, for the length of these horns

varies with the specific gravity of the

diflf'erent ocean-currents, species with
' monstrously long ' horns occurring, for

instance, in the Gulf of Guinea, which

is distinguished by its low salinity

and high temperature (Fig. 131, A),

while in the equatorial currents with

higher salinity and cooler water, and

thus a higher specific gravity, there is

a predominance of species of Peridinefe

with 'veryshort' processes and relatively

undeveloped float-apparatus (Fig. 131,

B). It could be seen clearly in the

course of the voyage that the long-

armed Peridinese became more abundant

as the ship passed from the North

Equatorial current into the Gulf of

Guinea, and that by and by they held

the field altogether, but later, when the

' Valdivia' entered into the South Equa-

torial current, they disappeared ' all at

once.' Thus in this case, in which the

veil over the relations between form

and function in unicellular organisms

has been lifted a little, we recognize

that the smallest parts of the cell-body

obey the laws of adaptation, and consistent thinking must lead ua

to the conviction that even in the most lowly organisms the whole

structure in all its essential features depends upon adaptation.

Fig. 131. Peridineas : species of
Ceratium. A, from the Gulf of
Guinea. B, from the South Equa-
torial currents. After Chun.

Digitized by Microsoft®



336 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

If the horns of the Peridineas grow to twelve times the usual

length in adaptation to life in sea-water with a salinity increased to

the extent of -ooa per cent., then undoubtedly not only the proto-

plasmic particles of the body which form the horns, but all the rest

as well, may be capable of adaptation ; and if the Feridiniuin proto-

plasm has this power of adapting itself to the external conditions,

then the capacity for adaptation must be a general character of

all unicellular organisms, or rather of all living substance. As will

be seen later on, we shall be brought to the same conclusion by

different lines of evidence. But a recognition of this must greatly

restrict the sphere of operation which we can attribute to saltatory

mutations in the sense in which the term is used by De Vries, for

adaptations from their very nature cannot arise suddenly, but must

originate gradually and step by step, from ' variations ' which com-

bine with one another in a definite direction under the influence

of the indirect, that is, selective influence of the conditions.

According to the theory of De Vries it seems as if ' variations,'

augmented by selection, could never become constant, and that even

the degree to which they can be augmented is very limited. As far

as this last point is concerned, De Vries seems to me to overlook the

fact that every increase in a character must have limits set by the

harmony of the parts, which cannot be exceeded unless other parts

are being varied at the same time. Artificial selection, in fact,

in many cases reaches a limit which it cannot pass, because it has

no control over the unknown other parts which ought to be varied,

in order that the character desired may be increased still further.

Natural selection would in many cases be able to accomplish this,

provided that the variation is useful. But of what use is it to the

beetroot when its sugar-content is doubled, or to the Anderbeck

oats to be highly prized by man 1 And yet many individual

characters have been very considerably increased in domesticated

animals by selection : of these we need only call to mind the Japanese

cock with tail-feathers twelve feet long.

But undoubtedly these artificial variations do not usually ' breed

true ' in the sense that De Vries's mutations of (Enothera lamarckiana
did, that is to say, they only transmit their characters in purity with

the continual co-operation of artificial selection. This at least appears

to be the case, according to De Vries, in the ennobled cereal races,

which, if cultivated in quantities, rapidly degenerate. In many
animal breeds, however, this is not the case to the same degree ; many,
indeed the majority, of the most distinct races of pigeon breed true,

and only degenerate when they are crossed with others.
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De Vries regards it as a mistake to believe that artificial selection,

persevered in for a long time, will succeed in producing a breed which
will—as he expresses it— be independent of further selection and will

maintain itself in purity. Experience cannot decide this, as we have
not command over the unlimited time necessary for selection, but

theoretically it is quite intelligible that a variation which had arisen

through selection would be more apt to breed true the longer selection

v/as practised, and there is nothing to prevent it becoming ultimately

quite as constant as a natural species. For, at the beginning of

breeding, we must assume that the variation is contained in only

a small number of ids; as the number of generations mounts up, more

and more numerous ids with this variation will go to make up the

gerjn-plasm, and the more the breed-ids preponderate the less likeli-

hood will there be that a reversion to the parent-form will be brought

about by the chances of reducing-division and amphimixis. That

most if not all breeds of pigeon still contain ids of the ancestral form

in the germ-plasm, although probably only a small number of them,

we see from the occasional reversion to the rock-dove which occurs

when species are repeatedly crossed, but that ancestral ids may also

be contained in the germ-plasm of long-established natural species is

shown by the occurrence of zebra-striping in horse-hybrids. We can

understand why these ancestral ids should not have been removed

long ago from the germ-plasm by natural selection, since they are not

injurious and may remain, so to speak, undetected. It is only when
they have an injurious effect by endangering the purity of the

new species-type that they can and must be eliminated by natural

selection, and this does not cease to operate, as the human breeder does,

but continues without pause or break.

I therefore regard it as a mistake on the part of De Vries to

exclude fluctuating variation from a share in the transformation of

organisms. Indeed, I believe that it plays the largest part, because

adaptations cannot arise from mutations, or can only do so ex-

ceptionally, and because whole families, orders, and even classes are

based on adaptations, especially as regards their chief characters.

I need only recall the various families of parasitic Crustaceans, the

Cetaceans, the birds, and the bats. None of these groups can have

arisen through saltatory, perhaps even retrogressive, ' mutation
' ; they

can only have arisen through variation in a definite direction, which

we can think of only as due to the selection of the fluctuations of the

determinants of the germ-plasm which are continually presenting

themselves.

The difference between ' fluctuating ' variability and ' mutation

"
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seems to me to lie in this : that the former has always its basis only

in a small majority of the ids of the germ-plasm, while the mutation

must be present in most of the ids if it is to be stably transmitted

from the very first. How that comes about we cannot tell, but we
may suppose that similar influences causing variation within the

germ-plasm may bring about variation of many ids in the same

direction. I need only recall what I have already said as to the

origin of saltatory variations, such as the copper-beech and similar

cases. The experiments made by De Vries seem to me to give

a weighty support to my interpretation of these phenomena. De
Vries himself distinguishes a ' pre-mutation period,' just as I have

assumed that the variations which spring suddenly into expression have

been in course of preparation within the germ-plasm by means of

germinal selection for a long time beforehand. At first perhaps only

in a few ids, but afterwards in many, a new state of equilibrium of

the determinant-system would be established, which would remain

invisible until the chance of reducing division and amphimixis gave

predominance to a decided majority of the ' mutation-ids.' In the

experiments made by De Vries the same seven new 'species' were

produced repeatedlj^ and independently of one another in different

generations of CEnothera lamarckiuna, and we thus see that the same
constellations (states of equilibrium) had developed in many specimens

of the parent plant, and that it depended on the proportion in which

the ids containing these were represented in the seed whether one or

another of the new ' species ' was produced.

My interpretation, according to which a larger or smaller number
of ids were the bearers of the new forms, receives further support

from the experiments, for the new species did not always breed true.

Thus De Vries found one species, CEnothera scintillans, which only

yielded 35-40 per cent, of heirs, or in another group about 70 per

cent. ; the other descendants belonged to the forms lamarckiana or

oblonga, but the number of pure heirs could be increased by
selection

!

I cannot devote sufficient space to go fully into these very
interesting experiments ; but one point must still be referred to :

the parent form, CEnothera lamarcJciana, was very variable from the

beginning, that is, it exhibited a high degree of fluctuating variability.

This tells in favour, on the one hand, of a deep-rooted connexion
between ' variation ' and ' mutation,' and, on the other hand, it

indicates that saltatory variation may be excited by transference to

changed conditions of life—as Darwin in his day supposed, and as
I have endeavoured to show in the foregoing discussion. De Vries
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assumes mutation-periods, I believe rightly ; but they are not periods

prescribed, so to speak, from within, as those who believe in a
' phyletic force ' must suppose ; they are caused by the influences of the

environment which affect the nutritive stream within the germ-plasm,

and which, increasing latently, bring about in part mere variability,

in part mutations, just as I have indicated in the section on Isolation

(vol. ii. p. 280), and indeed, in one of my earliest contributions to the

theory of descent'. In that essay I suggested the conclusion that

periods of constancy alternate with periods of variability, basing my
opinion on general considerations, and on Hilgendorf's study of the

Steinheim snail-shells. According to De Vries's CEnothera experiments

we may assume that periods of increased variability may lead to the

marked variations sometimes affecting several characters simultan-

eously, and occurring in many ids, which have hitherto been called

' saltatory ' variations, and which we should perhaps do well to call

in future, with De Vries, mutations.

We cannot yet determine how far the influence of such mutations

reaches. I think it is plain that De Vries himself overestimated it,

but how many of the species-types which we flnd to-day depend upon

mere mutation can only be decided with any certainty after further

investigations. For the present it is well to be clear as to the validity

of the general conclusion, that all 'complex,' and especially all

'harmonious,' adaptation, must depend, not upon 'mutation,' but

only upon ' variation ' guided by selection. As species are essentially

complexes of adaptation, originating from a basis of previous complexes

of adaptation, there remains, as far as I can see, only the small field of

indifferent characters to be determined by mutations, unless indeed

we are to include under the term ' mutation ' all variations which gain

stability, but this would be merely a play upon words. In my opinion

there is no definable boundary line between variation and mutation,

and the difference between these ttuo phenomena, dejxnds solely on the

number—larger or smaller—of ids which have varied in the same

direction.

' Ueler den Einfltiss der IsoUrung avfdie Artbildung, Leipzig, 1872, p. 51.

Digitized by Microsoft®



LECTUEE XXXIV

ORIGIN OF THE SPECIFIC TYPE (continued)

Illustration of phyletic evolution by an analogy—Eeconciliation of Nageli and

Darwin—Unity of the specific type furthered by climatic variation—By natural

selection : illustration from aquatic animals—Direct path of evolution—Natural selec-

tion works in association with amphigony—Influence of isolation in defining the

specific type—Duration of the periods of constancy—The Siberian pine-jays—Species

are, so to speak, 'variable crystals'—Gradual increase of constancy and decrease of

reversions—Physiological segregation of species through mutual sterility—Romanes's

physiological selection—Breeds of domestic animals mutually fertile, presumably

therefore 'amiktic' species also—Mutual fertility in plant species—Mutual sterility

certainly not a condition of the splitting up of species— Splitting up of species without

amphigony—Lichens—Splitting up of species apart from isolation and mutual sterility,

Lepus variabilis.

Our train of thought in the last lecture brought us back again

to the so-called ' indifferent ' characters, whose occurrence is so often

used as evidence against natural selection, as a proof that evolution

is guided essentially by internal forces alone. But this objection was

based on a fallacy, for the fact that the first small variations are due

to internal processes in the germ-plasm does not imply that the whole

further course of evolution is determined by these alone, any more
than the fact that a sleigh requires a push to start it on its descent

down an inclined plane would imply that its rapid descent is due only

to the force of the push, and not at the same time to the attraction

of gravity. But the analogy is not quite sound, for the processes

within the germ-plasm which condition and direct variation do not

merely give them the first shove off; they are associated with every

onward step in the evolutionary path of the species, they impel it

further and further, and without these continual impulses the pro-

gressive movement would cease altogether. We have seen that, for

internal reasons, germinal selection continues to impel the varying

determinants further along the path on which they have started, and

thus gives them cumulative strength, and that it is in this way that

adaptations to the conditions of life are brought about. The evolution

of the character of a species may thus be compared to the course of

a sleigh upon a level snow-surface which it could traverse in any
direction, but it is moved only by the impulses received through

germinal selection. The conditions of life to which the varying parts
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have to adapt themselves ma,y be thought of as the distant goal,

and the processes in the germ-plasm which give rise to variation in

a definite direction may be compared to numerous human beings

scattered irregularly over the surface of the snow. If the sleigh

receives from one of these a push which chances to be in the direction

of the goal, it rushes on towards this and ultimately reaches it if the

person pushing continues to push in the same direction. So far, then,

it seems as if the transformation of the part concerned depended upon

germinal selection alone, but we must not forget that the germ-plasm

does not contain only one determinant for every part of the body, but

as many determinants as there are ids. We must therefore increase

the number of our sleighs, and now it is obvious that the pushers of

the sleighs, that is, germinal selection, may push one sleigh on toward

the goal, but others in the opposite or in any other direction. If we
assume that all the sleighs which have taken a wrong direction must

reach dangerous ground, and ultimately plunge into an abyss, but

that from a neighbouring point sleighs were being dispatched to

replace all that came to grief, that these in their turn might attempt

to reach the goal, it would ultimately come about that the requisite

number of sleighs would arrive at the goal—that is to say, that the

new adaptation would be attained.

The abysses represent the elimination of the less favourable

variational tendencies, and the constant replacing of sleighs represents

the intermingling of fresh ids through amphimixis. If all the sleighs

run in the wrong direction they all come to grief, that is, the individual

concerned is eliminated with all the ids of its germ-plasm—it dis-

appears altogether from the ranks of the species. But if only

a portion of them run in the right direction, care is taken that in

following generations, that is, in the continuation of the sleigh-race,

this portion combines with those of another group which are also

running in the right direction—that is, with the half number of ids

from another germ-plasm in amphimixis.

It is not possible to follow the analogy further, but perhaps it

may serve to illustrate how germinal selection may be the only

impelling force in the organisms, and yet only a small part of its

results are determined by itself, and by far the larger part by external

conditions. We understand how a variation in a definite direction

can exist, and yet it is not that which creates species, genera, orders,

and classes; it is the selection and combination of the variational

tendencies by the conditions of life, which occurs at every step. There

was no variational tendency leading from terrestrial mammals to

Cetaceans, but there was a variational tendency moving the nostrils
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upwards towards the forehead, the hind-limbs towards diminution,

the lungs towards lengthening, the tail towards broadening out. But

each of these variational tendencies was always only one of several

possibilities, and that the particular path which led towards the

' goal ' was followed was due to the fact that the others plunged into

the abyss to which the wrong paths led, that is to say, they were

weeded out by selection. Thus germinal selection offers a possibility

of reconciliation between Nageli's and Darwin's interpretations, which

seem so directly contradictory ; for the former referred everything

to the hypothesis of an internal evolutionary force, the latter rejected

this, and regarded natural selection as the main, if not the exclusive

factor in evolution. The internal struggles for food, which we have

assumed as occurring in the germ-plasm, represent an internal force,

though not in the sense of Nageli, who thought of determining

influence operative from first to last, but still an impelling force,

which determines the direction of variation for the individual deter-

minants, and must therefore do the same for the whole evolution

up to a certain point ; for it is only the possible variations of the

determinants in a germ-plasm which can be chosen, selected, combined,

and increased by natural selection, and every germ-plasm cannot give

rise to all sorts of variations ; the determinants contained in it con-

dition what is possible and what is not, and this is an important

limitation to the efficacy of natural selection, and to a certain extent

also implies a guiding and determining power on the part of the

internal mainspring, to wit, germinal selection.

The essential difference between Darwin's view of the trans-

formation of forms and my own lies in the fact that Darwin conceived

of natural selection as working only with variations which are not

only due to chance themselves, but the intensification of which also

depends in its turn solely upon natural selection, while, according

to my view, natural selection works with variational tendencies which

become intensified through internal causes, and are simply accumulated

by natural selection in an ever-growing majority of ids in a germ-

plasm through the selection of individuals.

This affects our view of the establishment of a specific type

in so far that my intra-germinal variational tendencies are not

necessarily, and not always due to chance, though they are so in most
cases. If certain determinants are impelled to vary in a particular

direction through climatic or any other influences, as we have seen

to be the case, for instance, with the climatic varieties of many
Lepidoptera, then the corresponding determinants in all the individuals

must vary in the same direction, and thus all the individuals of the
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species which are subject to the same influence must undergo the

same variation. Transformations of this kind have exactly the

appearance of resulting from ' an internal evolutionary force,' such as

Nageli assumed, and the unity of the specific type will not be disturbed

by them.

Nor will this occur, as far as I can see, if the transformation

of a species depends solely upon new adaptations and their internal

consequences, for if a particular organism has to adapt itself to special

new conditions, it will usually be able to do so only in one way, and
thus natural selection will always allow the same suitable variational

tendencies to survive and reproduce, so that the unity of the specific

type will not be permanently disturbed in this way either. The more
advantageous the new conditions of .life prove, and the more diverse

the ways in which they can be utilized, the more rapidly will the

species first adapted to them multiply, and the more will their

descendants be impelled to adapt themselves specially to the different

possibilities of utilizing the new situation, and thus, from a parent

species adapted in general to the new conditions, there arise forms

adapted to its more detailed possibilities. I must refer again to the

previous instance of the Cetaceans which originated from vegetarian

littoral, or fluviatile mammals, and have evolved since the Triassic

period into a very considerable number of species-groups. All are

alike in their general adaptation, and these adaptations to the condi-

tions of life of aquatic animals—the fish-like form, the flippers, the

peculiarities of the respiratory organs and the organs of hearing

—

when once acquired v/ould not and could not be lost again ; but each

of the modern groups of whales has its particular sphere of life,

which it effectively exploits by means of subordinate adaptations.

Thus there are the dolphins with their bill-like jaws and the two

rows of conical teeth, their active temperament, rapid movements, and

diet of fish; and the whalebone whales with their enormous gape,

the sieve-apparatus of whalebone-plates, and a diet of small molluscs

and the like. But each of these groups has split up into species, and

if we again regard the principle of adaptation as determining and

directing evolution, we are no nearer being able to prove the assump-

tion in regard to individual cases, for we know too little about the

conditions of life to be able to demonstrate that the peculiarities

of structure are actually adaptations to these. Theoretically, however,

it is quite easy to suppose that adaptation to a particular sphere of life

was the guiding factor in their evolution, and if this be so—as we have

already proved that it is in regard to the two chief groups and the

whole class—then the harmony of the structure must be due solely
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to the continued selection of the fittest. We require no further principle

of explanation for the establishment of a specific type.

This 'type' is thus not reached by any indefinite varying of

the parent form in all directions, but in general it is reached by the

most direct and shortest way. The parent form must indeed have

become to some extent fluctuating, since not only the variational

tendencies ' aiming at the goal,' but others as well, must have emerged

in the germ-plasm ; but gradually these others would occur less and less

frequently, being alwaj's weeded out afresh by selection, until the

great majority of the individuals would follow the same path of

evolution, under the guidance of germinal selection, which continues

to work in the direction that has once been taken. After a short

period of variation, which need not, of course, involve the whole

organism, but may refer only to certain parts of it, a steady direct pro-

gress in the direction of the 'goal,' that is, of perfect adaptation, will set

in, as we have seen in the case of the Planorbis snails of Steinheim.

We must not forget, however, that natural selection works

essentially upon a basis of sexual reproduction, which with its reduc-

tion of the ids and its continually repeated mingling of germ-plasms,

combines the existing variational tendencies, and thus diffuses them

more and more uniformly among the individuals of a whole area

of occupation. Sexual reproduction, continual intermingling of the

individuals selected for breeding, is thus a very efi'ective and important,

if not an indispensable, factor in the evolution of the specific type.

But it is not only in the case of species transformations due

to new adaptations that sexual mingling operates ; it does so also

in the case of variations due to purely intra-germinal causes. We
have already seen in discussing Isolation that isolated colonies may
come to have a peculiar character somewhat different from that of the

parent form, because they were dominated by some germinal variational

tendency which occurred only rarely in the home of the parent form,

and therefore never found expression there. On the isolated area

this would indeed be mingled with the rest of the existing germinal

variational tendencies, but the result of this mingling would be

different, and the further development of the tendency in question

would probably not be suppressed.

We need not wonder, therefore, that specific types occur in such

varying degrees of definiteness. If a species is distributed over

a wide connected territory, sporadically, not uniformly, it will depend
partly upon the mutual degree of isolation of the sporadic areas

whether the individual colonies will exhibit the same specific type
or will diverge from one another. If the animal in question is a slow-
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moving one like a snail, the intermingling from neighbouring sporadic

colonies will be much slower than in the case of a resident bird such

as a woodpecker. Many interesting results would undoubtedly be

gained if the numerous careful investigations into the geographical

distributions of species and their local races were studied with

special reference to this point, and much light would undoubtedly

be thrown upon the evolution of the specific type. But it would

be absolutely necessary to study carefully all the biological relations

of the animals concerned, to trace back the history of the species

as far as possible, and to decide the period of immigration, the mode
and direction of distribution, and so on.

Nothing shows more plainly the enormous duration of the period

of constancy in species than the wide distribution of the same specific

type on scattered areas or even over different areas absolutely isolated

from one another. If, as we saw, the same diurnal buttex-flies live

in the Alps and the far Xorth, they must have remained unvaried

since the Glacial period, for it was the close of that period that brought

them to their present habitats, and while other diurnal butterflies

now living on the Alps differ from their relatives in the Arctic zone

(Lapland, Siberia, and Labrador) in some unimportant spot or line,

and must therefore have diverged from one another in the course

of the long period since the Glacial epoch, they have done so only

to a minimal degree, and in characters which possibly depend solely

upon germinal selection and can hardly be regarded as adaptations.

I should like, however, to cite one of the few cases knoAvn to me
in which a slight deviation from the specific type undoubtedly

depending upon adaptation has occurred on an isolated region. The

nut-jay {Caryocatactes nucifraga) lives not only upon our Alps and in

the Black Forest, but also in the forests of Siljeria, and the birds

there differ from those with us in small peculiarities of the bill, which

is longer and thinner in them, shorter and more powerful in ours.

Ornithologists associate this difference with the fact that in this

country the birds feed chiefly on hard hazel nuts,, which they break

open with their bill, and on acorns, beechmast, and, in the Alps, on

eembra-cones, while in Siberia, where there are no hazel nuts,

they feed chiefly upon the seeds of the Siberian cedar, which are

concealed deep down in the cones. Thus we find that in Siberia

the bill is slender, and that the upper jaw protrudes awl-like

beyond the lower, for about 2-5 mm., and probably serves chiefly

to pick out the cedar nuts from behind the cone-scales. In the

Alps the birds (var. jMchyrhynchus) break up the whole cone of

the cembra-pine with their thick, hard biU, and in the Upper
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Eagadine, where the nut-jay is abundant, I have often seen the

ground underneath the cembra-pines covered with the debris of

its meal. In addition to these differences between the two races,

the Alpine form is stronger in build, the Siberian form is daintier

;

in the former the white terminal band on the tail is narrow (about

1 8 mm.), in the Siberian form it is broader (about 27 mm.).

Such cases of variation of individual parts in different areas

seem to me very important theoretically, because they furnish us

with an answer to the view which represents the species as a ' life-

crystal,' which must be as it is or not at all, and which therefore

cannot vary as regards its individual parts. The case of the nut-jay

has the further interest that it is one of the few in which we find

the new adaptation of a single character without variation of most

of the other characters.

It is only in an essentially different sense that we can compare

the species, like any other vital unit, to a crystal, in so far as its

parts are harmoniously related one to another, or, as I expressed

myself years ago, are in a state of equilibrium, which must be

brought about by means of intra-selection. This analogy, however,

only applies to the actual adjustment of the parts to a whole, and

not to their casual adjustment. Species are variable crystals ; the

constancy of a species in all its parts must be regarded as something

quite relative, which may vary at any time, and which is sure to

vary at some time in the course of a long period. But the longer

the adaptation of a species to new conditions persists the more

constant, ceteris paribus, and the more slowly variable will it become,

and this for two reasons : first, because the determinants which are

varying in a suitable direction are being more and more strictly

selected, more and more precisely adapted, and are thus becoming

more like each other ; and secondly, because, according to our theory,

the homologous determinants of all the ids do not vary in the

required direction, and a portion of the unvaried ancestral ids is

always carried on through the course of the phylogeny, and only

gradually set aside by the chances of reducing division. But the

more completely these unvaried ids are eliminated from the germ-

plasm the less likely will they be to find expression in reversions

or in impurities of the new specific characters. I may recall the

reversions of the various breeds of pigeons to the rock-dove, those

of the white species of Datura to the blue form, and the Hipparion-
like three-toed horse of Julius Caesar, and so on. The unvaried

ancestral ids, which in these cases find only quite exceptional

expression, will make the new 'specific character' fluctuating, as
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long as they are contained in the germ-plasm in considerable numbers,

but they must become more and more infrequent in the germ-plasm

as successive generations are passed through the sieve of natural

selection, and the oftener these germ-plasms, to which the chances

of reducing division and amphimixis have assigned a majority of

the old determinants, are expelled from the ranks of the species

by personal selection. The oftener this has occurred in a species

the less frequently will it recur, and the more constant, ceteris paribus,

will the ' type ' of the species become.

If we add to this idea the fact that adaptations take place very

slowly, and that every variation of the germ-plasm in an appropriate

direction has time to spread over countless hosts of individuals, we
gain some idea of the way in which new adaptations gradually bring

about the evolution of a more and more sharply-defined specific type.

So far, however, we have only explained the morphological

aspect of the problem of the nature of species, but there is also

a physiological side, and for a long time this played an important

part in the definition of the conception of species. Until the time

of Darwin it was regarded as certain that species do not intermingle

in the natural state, and that, though they could be crossed in rare

cases, the progeny would be infertile.

Although we now know that these statements are only relatively

correct, and that in particular there are many higher plants which

yield perfectly fertile hybrids, it is nevertheless a striking phenomenon

that among the higher animals, mammals, and birds the old law

holds good, and hybrids between two species are very rarely fertile.

The two products of crossing between the horse and the ass, the mule

and the hinny, are never fertile inter se, and very rarely with a member
of the parent stock.

We have to ask, therefore, what is the reason of this mutual

sterility of species ; whether it is a necessary outcome of the morpho-

logical differences between the species, or only a chance accessory

phenomenon, or perhaps an absolutely necessary preliminary condition

to the establishment of species.

The last was the view held by Eomanes. He believed that

a species could only divide into two when it was separated into

isolated groups either geographically or physiologically, that is, when

sexual segregation in some form is established within the species,

so that all the individuals can no longer pair with one another, but

groups arise which are mutually sterile. It is only subsequently, he

maintained, that these groups come to differ from one another in

structure. To this hypothetical process he gave the name of ' physio-

II. z
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logical selection.' This view depends—it seems to me—upon an

underestimate of the power of natural selection. Romanes believed

that when a species began to split up, even the adaptive variations

would always disappear again because of the continual crossing,

and that only geographical isolation or sexual alienation, that is,

physiological selection, would be able to prevent this. But even

the fact that there are dimorphic and polymorphic species proves

sufficiently that adaptation to two or even several sets of conditions

can go on on the same area. In many ants we find many kinds

of individuals—the two sexual forms, the workers, and the soldiers,

and these last are undoubtedly distinguished by adaptive characters

which must be referred to selection. The same is true of the

caterpillars, whose coloration is adapted to their surroundings

in two different ways. If the individuals of one and the same

species can be broken up into two or more different forms and

combinations of adaptations, while they are mingling uninterruptedly

with one another, natural selection must undoubtedly be able,

notwithstanding the continual intermingling of divergent types, to

discriminate between them and to separate them sharply from one

another. Assuredly then a species can not only exhibit uniform

variation on a single area, but may also split up into two without

the aid of physiological selection.. Theoretically it is indisputable

that of two varieties which are both equally well suited to the

struggle for existence, a mixed form arising through crossing may
not be able to survive. Let us recall, for instance, the caterpillars,

of which some individuals are green and some brown, and let us

assume that the brown colour is as effective a protection as the

green, then the two forms would occur with equal frequency ; but

though a mixed hybrid form which was adapted neither to the green

leaves nor to the brown might occasionally crop up, it would always

be eliminated. It would occur because the butterflies themselves are

alike, whether they owe their origin to green caterpillars or to brown,

and thus at first, at least, all sexual combinations would be equally

probable.

I do not believe therefore in a ' physiological selection,' in

Romanes's sense, as an indispensable preliminary condition to the

splitting of species, but it is a different question whether the mutual
sterility so frequently observable between species has not conversely

been produced by natural selection in order to facilitate the separation

of incipient species. For there can be no doubt that the process of

separating two new forms, or even of separating one new form from
an old one, would be rendered materially easier if sexual antipathy or
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diminished fertility of the crossings could be established simultaneously

with the other variations. This would be useful, since pure and

well-defined variations would be better adapted to their life-conditions

than hybrids, and would become increasingly so in the course of

generations. But as soon as it is useful it must actually come about,

if that is possible at all. It may be, however, as we have said before,

that the two divergent forms depend merely upon quantitative

variations of the already existing characters ; sexual attraction,

whether it depends upon very delicate chemical substances, or on

odours, or on mutual complementary tensions unknown to us, will

always fluctuate upwards and downwards, and plus or minus deter-

minants, which lie at the root of these unknown characters in

the germ-plasm, must continually present themselves and form the

starting-point for selection-processes of a germinal and personal

kind, which may bring about sexual antipathy and mutual sterility

between the varieties. I therefore consider Romanes's idea correct

in so far that separation between species is in many cases accompanied

by increasing sexual antipathy and mutual sterility. While Romanes
supposed that ' natural selection could in no case have been the

cause ' of the sterility, I believe, on the contrary, that it could only

have been produced by natural selection ; it arises simply, as all

adaptations do, through personal selection on a basis of germinal

selection, and it is not a preliminary condition of the separation

of species, but an adaptation for the purpose of making as pure

and clean a separation as possible. It is obviously an advantage

for both the divergent tendencies of variation that they should

intermingle as little as possible. This is corroborated by the fact

that by no means all the marked divergences of species are accom-

panied by sexual alienation, and that the mutual sterility so frequently

seen is not an inevitable accompaniment of differences in the rest

of the organism.

That this is not the case is very clearly proved by our domesti-

cated animals. The differences in structure between the various breeds

of pigeon and poultry are very great, and breeds of dog also diverge

from one another very markedly, especially in shape and size of

body. Yet all these are fertile with one another, and they yield

fertile offspring. But they are products . of artificial selection by

man, and he has no interest in making them mutually sterile, so

that they have not been selected with a view to sexual alienation,

but in reference to the other characters. The segregation of animal

species into several sub-species on the same area is probably usually

accompanied by sexual antipathy, since in this case it would be

z 2
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useful although not indispensable. But the matter is different in the

case of the transformation of a colony upon a geographically isolated

region. 'Amiktic ' forms, such as Vanessa ichnusa of Corsica,

are hardly likely to be sexually alienated from the parent form;

we have here to do only with the preponderance of a fortuitous

and biologically valueless variation and its consequent elevation to

the rank of a variety. The new form was not an adaptation, but

only a variation, and as it was of no use, it was not in a position

to incite any process of selection favouring its advancement.

But even adaptive transformations on isolated regions from

which the parent species is excluded are not likely to develop

rapidly any sexual antipathy as regards the parent stock, and

I should not be surprised if experiments showed that there is perfect

mutual fertility between, for instance, many of the species of

Achatinella on the Sandwich Islands or of Nanina on Celebes, or

between the species of thrushes on the different islands of the

Galapagos Archipelago, or between these and the ancestral species

on the adjacent continent, if that species is still in existence. For

there was no reason why sexual antipathy to the parent form

should have developed in any of these adaptation forms which

have arisen in isolation, and therefore it has probably not been

evolved.

That our view of the mutual sterility between species, as an
adaptation to the utility of precise species-limitation, is the correct

one is evidenced not only by our domesticated races, but even more
clearly by plants, in regard to which it is particularly plain that the

sexual relations between two species are adaptational. We have
already seen in what a striking way the sensitiveness of the stigma

of a flower is regulated in reference to pollen from the same plant,

that some species are not fertilizable by their own pollen at all, that

others yield very little seed when self-fertilization is effected, and
that others again are quite fertile—as much so as with the pollen

of another plant of the same species. We regarded these gradations

of sexual sensitiveness as adaptations to the pei'fectly or only

moderately well-assured visits of insects, or to their entire absence.

I wish to cite these cases as well as the heterostylism of some flowers

as evidence in support of the conception of the mutual sterility of

species which I have just outlined. But this only in passing. The
point to which I chiefly wish to direct attention is the mutual
fertility of many plant-species. In lower as well as in higher plants

fertile hybrids occur not infrequently under natural conditions, and
cultivated hybrids, such as the new Medicago media, a form made by
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mingling two species of clover, may go on reproducing with its own
kind for a considerable time. A number of Phanerogams yield fertile

hybrids, and in Orchids even species of different genera have been

crossed and have yielded offspring which was in some cases success-

fully crossed with a third genus.

If these facts prove anything it is that the factors which
determine the mutual sterility of species are quite distinct from
their morphological differences, in other words, from the diagnostic

characters of the specific type. For a long time the verdict on this

matter was too entirely based on observations made on animals, among
which mutual sterility arises relatively easily, even where it was
not intended (sit venia verbo ! ). Even the pairing, but still more the

period of maturity, the relations of maturity in ovum and sperm, and

even the most minute details in the structure of the sperm-cell, the

egg-shell, envelope, &c., have to be taken into account, and these may
bring about mutual or, as Born has shown, one-sided sterility. We
know, through the researches of Strasburger, that a great many
Phanerogams, when pollinated artificially from widely separated

species of different genera and families, will at least allow the pollen-

tube to penetrate down to the ovule, and that in many cases

amphimixis actually results. It follows that we must not lay too

great stress upon the mutual sterility which occurs almost without

exception among the higher animals, but must turn to the plants with

greater confi.dence.

Among plants there is very widely distributed mutual fertility

between species. I doubt, however, whether the observations on this

point are sufficient to warrant any certain conclusion in regard to the

importance of the phenomena in the formation of species. At least it

is not easy to see why the mutual sterility of many species of plants

should not have been necessary or useful in separating species, and

why it was not therefore evolved. We may point to the fact that

animals can move from place to place as the chief reason, and this

factor does undoubtedly play a part, but the widespread crossing

of plants by insects makes up to some extent, as far as sexual

intermingling is concerned, for their inability to move from place to

place. I do not know whether the species of orchid which are fertile

with one another belong to different countries, so that we may
assume that they originated in isolation, or whether fertile orchids

from the same area are fertilized by different insects and are thus

sexually isolated. This and many other things must be taken into

consideration. Probably these relations have not yet been adequately

investigated
;
probably what is known by some experts has not yet
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been made available to all. Future investigations and studies must

throw more light upon the problem.

In any case, however, we can see from the frequency of mutual

fertility among plants that mutual sterility is not a conditio sine qua

non of the splitting up of species, and we must beware of laying too

great stress upon it even among animals. Germinal selection is

a process which not only forms the basis of all personal selection, but

which is also able to give rise of itself, without the usual aid of sexual

intermingling, to a new specific type. And we cannot with any

confidence dispute that, even without amphigony, a certain degree of

personal selection may not ensue solely on the basis of the favourable

variational departures originating in the germ-plasm. It would be

premature to express any definite views on this point as yet, but the

diverse cases of purely asexual or parthenogenetic reproduction

in groups of plants rich in species make this hypothesis seem

probable.

The most remarkable example of this is probably to be found in

the Lichens, the symbiotic nature of which we have already discussed,

in which—now at least— neither the Fungus nor the Alga associated

with it is known to exhibit sexual reproduction. If this is really

the case, then the existence of numerous and well-marked species

of lichens leads us to the hypothesis just expressed, and we must

suppose that the unity of the specific type is attained in this case

solely by a continual sifting of the useful from the useless variations

of the determinants, and through purely germinal intensification of

the surviving variational tendencies.

Of course it is possible that the mutual adaptation of the Algse

and Fungi in the evolution of species of Lichens took place very long

ago, at a time when sexual reproduction still existed, at least in one

of the associated organisms, the Fungus. The Ascomycetes, to which
most of the Lichens belong, do not at present usually exhibit the

process of amphimixis, as I have already noted ; but it may perhaps

be still possible to decide whether they must have exhibited it, or at

least could have exhibited it at an earlier stage in their evolution.

As the group of Thallophytes is a very ancient one, it is not incon-

ceivable that the modern species of Lichens have existed for a long

time, and that they had their origin in the remote past with the

assistance of amphimixis.

Nor need it be objected to this supposition that it has been found
possible to make neiu Lichens by bringing together Fungi and Algae

which had not previously been associated with one another; for in

the first place both were already adapted to partnership with other
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species, and, moreover, so far no one has succeeded in rearing these

artificial lichens for any length of time, still less in seeing them
evolve into specific forms persistent in natural conditions.

But if this supposition should prove to be not only improbable,

but actually erroneous, then the existence of Lichens would afford

a clear proof that the ' type ' of the species does not depend essentially

upon the constant intermingling of individuals, but upon a process

which we may best designate uniforonity of adaptation. We have
simply to suppose that under similar externa] influences similar

variational tendencies were started by germinal selection in all the

individuals of the two parent species of a lichen, and set a-going

by germinal selection, just as a warmer climate gives rise to a black

vai'iety in the butterfly Folyommatus 2M<xas, because similar deter-

minants of the germ-plasm of all the individuals were impelled to

vary in the same manner and direction. This would then give rise

to quite definite variations, and since only the suitable variational

tendencies could survive, primitive though never complicated adapta-

tions would arise. But we cannot assume that the lichens are not

adapted to the conditions of their life as well as all other organisms.

We cannot judge how far even their shape is to be regarded as an

adaptation, whether the formation of encrusting growths, of tree-like

forms, of cup or bush-lichens, may not be regarded as adaptations

towards a full utilization of the conditions of their life—but even

if this is not the case, the formation of soredia remains an undoubted

adaptation to the symbiosis of those lichens which exhibit them.

The soredia cannot depend upon the direct effect of the conditions

of life, for they are reproductive bodies which did not exist before

the existence of the lichen, and only originated to facilitate their

distribution.

Thus there is still a great deal that is doubtful in our theories as

to the transformations of organisms, and much remains still to be

done. But even though we may doubt whether adaptations could

come about in multicellular organisms without amphigony, we may
be quite certain of the converse, that is, that the specific type can

be changed in every individual feature by natural selection on

the basis of amphigony, even as regards invisible features which only

express themselves in altered periods of growth. Even when there

is no isolation whatever and no mutual sterility, and when a mobile

species is uniformly distributed over a large area, a splitting up into

races in regard to one particular character may occur, simply through

adaptation to the spatially different climatic conditions of the area

inhabited.
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Early in these lectures we discussed the twofold protective value

of the coloration of the 'variable hare' (Lepus variabilis), which

is distributed over the Arctic zone of the Old and New World, and

also occurs in the higher regions of the Alps. Wherever there is

a sharp contrast between winter and summer the variable hare

exhibits the same specific type, being brown in summer and white in

winter, but in regard to this very character of colour-change it forms

races to some extent, for it is white for a longer or shorter time accord-

ing to the length of the winter—in Greenland for the whole twelve

months of the year, in Northern Norway only for eight or nine

months, in the Alps for six or seven months, but in the south of

Sweden and in Ireland not at all. There it remains brown in winter

like our common hare (Lepus timidus). This is not a question of the

direct eflect of cold; if it were the species would become white in

Southern Sweden also, for there is no lack of severe cold there, but

the ground is not so uninterruptedly covered with snow, and so the

white colour of the hare would be as often, probably oftener, a danger

than a safeguard, and the more primitive double coloration has

therefore been done away with by natural selection. The change

of colour is thus hereditarily fixed, as is proved by the fact that

the Alpine hare, if caught and kept in the valleys below, puts on

a white dress at the usual time, which the common hare never does.

As in Southern Sweden the winter coloration has been wholly

eliminated, so, conversely, from there to the Arctic zone the summer
colouring has been more and more crowded out, and in the Farthest

North it has totally disappeared from the characters of the species.

We thus see that wherever the species lives the double colouring is regu-

lated, as regards the duration of the winter coat, in exact harmony with

the external conditions. There is a pure white, a pure brown, and

a colour-changing race, and the latter is subdivided into two—one

wearing the winter dress for six, the other for eight months.

Probably these could be still further subdivided, if the different

regions of the Scandinavian Peninsula were investigated individually

from south to north. That the duration of the Avinter dress has its

roots in the germ-plasm, and does not depend solely on the earlier or

later period at which the cold sets in, is made clear by the two
extreme forms, the white and the brown Lepus variabilis, as well as

by the behaviour of captive animals. The familiar case of Ross's

lemming, which remained brown in the warm cabin, and then

suddenly became white when it was exposed to the cold of winter,

only shows that the cold acts as a liberating stimulus. The pre-

paratory changes in the pellage are already present, and the stimulus
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of cold brings them rapidly to a climax. Here, therefore, the necessary

variations of the relevant germinal parts must have continually

presented themselves for selection, which is intelligible enough, since

it is merely a question of plus- or minus-variations. The fact that the

six-months' dress can be transformed into an eight-months' dress

must have its cause in some minute biological units of the germ-

plasm ; the determinants of the fur must be able to vary in such a way
that a longer or shorter duration of the winter's coat is the result.

The possibility of the whole variation depends upon the continual

fluctuations of all determinants, now towards plus, now towards

minus, and the necessity and inevitableness of each adaptation to the

duration of the winter lies in the unceasing personal selection—the

inexorable preferring of the better adapted.
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Kiilli/Wifj and other leaJ'-iuiiiiickino- hiittcrllicH.

That ada.pta,tionH can be fen-ardcd a,H niecbanicaJly nceeMsitaird

iw dno to tho I'art thai in every proiresH ol' ada,ptaJ.ion tlu* Hanie

(lii'(<cliion ol' varia.tioii on l-he paa't of tlu^ deternutia.ntH concerned w
gnarantetMl, Mince pei'sonal Melection cliiuiiMd.on thoM(< which vary in

a wrone- dire(^tion, MO thai, only tlioHo Naryinjj; in a^ Miiitabh* dir(>ction

Miii'vivo, a,nd they th ontinne to \'a,i'y in the Hanie direction. !!>it

the <j;r(^a.tcHt dill'ci'enco between oin' ('onception ol' natnra.l Hi>lcetion

andthato! I)a,rwin lieHiniJilH: that Darwin re^iirded it.s int(M-vcid-ion

UH dependent iijion chan(^{!, while we (M)nHider it aH neccMHarry a.nd

conditioned by the iiiiward a,n(i downwa-rd iid/ra-n-erniinal lluctiia,tioii

of tho (IcLi^rnnnantH. Approjiriaie variarti<iiia,l tendencicM not (ady

'hiiiji piMvsent thomHclvC'M, they 'iiiiid do ho, il' the ^'erni pluHin contaJiiH

detorn\iiiantH a-t all by whoHii lliicbiiaticjnH in a pJiiH or ndnuM direction

the a,ppropriate va.ria,ti(ai iH attaJnablo.
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That a horse should grow wings is beyond the limits of the

possibilities of equine variation—there are no determinants which
could present variations directed towards this goal; but that any
multicellular animal which lives in the light should develop eyes lies

within the variational possibilities of its ectoderm determinants, and
m point of fact almost all such animals do possess eyes, and eyes, too,

Avhose functional capacity may be increased in any direction, and
which are adaptable and modifiable in any manner in accordance with
the requirements of the case. As soon as the determinants of the

most primitive eye came into existence, they formed the fundamental
material hy whose plus- or minus-variations all the marvellous eye

structures might be brought about, which we find in the difierent

groups of the Metazoa, from a mere spot sensitive to light to a

shadowy perception of a moving body, and from that again to the

distinct recognition of a clear image, which we are aware of in our

own eyes. And what wonderful special adaptations of the ej'^e to

near and to distant vision, to vision in the dusk and at night, or in

the great ocean-depths, to recognition of mere movement or the

focussing of a clear image, have been interpolated in the course of

this evolution

!

All such adaptations are possible, because they can proceed

from variations of determinants which are in existence ; and in the

same way it is possible, at every stage of the evolution of organisms,

for eyes to degenerate again, whether they have been high up or low

down in the scale of gradations of this perhaps the most delicate

of all our sense-organs. As soon as a species migrated permanently

from the light into perfect darkness its eyes began to degenerate.

We know blind flat worms, blind water-fleas and Isopods, also blind

insects and higher Crustaceans, and even blind fishes and amphibians,

the eyes of which are now to be found at very difierent levels of

degeneration, as Eigenmann has recently shown in regard to several

species of cave-dwelling salamanders of the State of Ohio. In all

these cases it is only necessary for the determinants of the eye to

continue to vary in the minus direction, and the disappearance of the

eye must be gradually brought about.

We must picture upward development in quite a similar waj'.

The forest buttei-fiies of the Tropics could not possibly all have their

under surfaces coloured like a leaf if the protective pattern depended

solely upon the chance of a useful variation presenting itself. It

alwaj's presented itself through the fiuctuations of the determinants,

and thus the appropriate colourings were not merely able to develop,

but of necessity did so in gradually increasing perfection. If chance
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played any part in the matter, it would be quite unintelligible why
the protective colouring should occur only where it acts as a

protection, and why, for instance, it should not appear sometimes

upon the upper surface of the butterfly wing, or upon the posterior

wings which are covered when the butterfly is at rest. We have

already studied in detail the precision with which the coloration is

localized on minute points and corners of the wing: this can only

be understood if natural selection works with the certainty of

a perfect mechanism. Chance only comes into the matter in so far

as it depends upon chance whether the relevant determinants in

one id or another are to vary in the direction of plus or minus ; but as

the germ-plasm contains many ids, and chance may decide it differently

in each of these, the presence of a majority of determinants varying

in a desirable direction does not depend upon chance, for if they are

not contained in one individual they are in another. It is only

necessary that they should be present in some, and that these should

be selected for reproduction.

We must therefore regard natural selection, that is to say,

personal selection, as a mechanical process of development, which

begins with the same certainty and works ' in a straight line ' towards

its ' goal,' just as any principle of development might be supposed to

do. Fundamentally it is after all a purely internal force which gives

rise to evolution, the power of the most minute vital units to vary

under changing influences, and it is only the guidance of evolution

along particular paths that is essentially left to personal selection,

which brings together ' what is useful and thus determines the

direction of further evolution. If we bear in mind that even the

minutest variations of the biophors and determinants express nothing

more or less than reactions to changed external conditions in the

direction of adaptation, and that the same is true of each of the

higher categories of vital units, whether they be called cell, tissue,

organ, person, or corm, we see that the whole evolution of the forms of

life upon the earth depends upon adaptations following each other in

unbroken succession, and fitting into each other in the most complex

way. The whole evolution is made possible by the power of varia-

tion of the living units of every grade, and called forth and directed

by the ceaseless changes of the external influences. I said years ago

that everything in organic evolution depended upon selection, for every

lasting change in a vital unit means adaptation to changed external

influences, and implies a preference in favour of the parts of the

unit concerned, which are thereby more fitly disposed.

In this sense we can also say that the species is a complex of
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adaptations, for we have seen that it depends upon the eo-operation

of different grades of selective processes, that in many cases it is

produced solely by germinal selection, but that in very many more
personal selection plays the chief part, whether in bringing about

sexual adaptations, or adaptations to the conditions of existence.

When we have thus recognized that the origin of a variation in

a definite direction results as inevitably when it is called forth by the

indirect influence of conditions, that is, through the need for a new
adaptation, as when it is induced in the germ-plasm by direct causes such

as those of climate, we shall not be disposed to estimate verj^ highly the

part played by mutual sterility in the origin of species. We shall

rather be inclined to assign it a r61e at a later stage, after the

separation of the forms has taken place, and this view is supported by
the fact of the mutual sterility of most nearly related species, and by
the theoretical consideration that the frequency of hybrids, even if

these are always eliminated in the struggle for existence, must signify

a loss for both the parent species. But no certain conclusion can be

based upon either of these arguments—not upon the theoretical one,

because here again we are unable to estimate the extent of this loss

;

and not upon the argument from fact, because the results of experi-

ments in crossing animals have generally been overestimated, since

we are apt to regard the most nearly related animals that are at our

disposal as being verj' closely related. Thus, for instance, horse and

ass, horse and zebra are undoubtedly rightly included within the

same genus, but the fact that there are several species of zebra in

Africa gives us an idea of the number of transition stages that may
have existed between the horse and the zebra. Entomologists have

sometimes reared hybrids between the most nearly related indigenous

species of hawk-moth of the genus Smerinthus—hybrids of Smerinthus

ocellata, the eyed hawk-moth, and Smerinthus populi, the poplar

hawk-moth. I have myself made many experiments of this kind, and

have often succeeded in getting the two species to pair and even to

deposit eggs, but I have never seen a caterpillar emerge from them.

The hybrids do occur, however, and they have been repeatedly

obtained by Standfuss. In external appearance they are intermediate

between the parent foi-ms, but with marked divergences, thus, for

instance, the beautiful blue eye on the poster-ior wing of aS'. ocellata

( Fig. 5, vol. i. p. 69) may have almost disappeared or be only indicated.

They are sterile. But we know three species of Smerinthus in Xorth

America, which are all much nearer to S. ocellata than »S'. 'populi is,

for they all possess the eye-spot refen-ed to, although it is less well

developed. The proof that the most nearly related species do not
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yii'ld l\>ri.ilo doHCoiulinitH hIiouIiI ho hchio'IiI Tor liy croNNiiiE; iSnu'rinl/ni.tt

(H'(IJ(tlt( with oiu> ol' tlu'so AiiuM'ii'iui s))(H'ii>H if \l is to liiivo iiiiy

(,ltH'i.si\i> viihu'.

l^\])iM'imi-ntiH of (ilu> HjniHi kind luivo bcon miwio liy SliaiuiruHH wil-li

(lilloi-iMil, Hpocii'M ol' iiulio'iMKiuH ^'((/(((•((/(f, 1111(1 Mi(>M(> hiivn hIiowu noli

only that croHHiiii;' is |)os,sihl(\ hut tliiit tlu^ hyhvitlH iiro I'tMiiK* in their

tvtru. 'riu\sii rcNultM ii,ri> to ho vjIiIiumI tlio luoro hi.ii'hly liocnuHo it is

well known tliiit hopidoptorn,, niul (^von tho iiMiuUly prolilic Milk-niotliM,

(1(1 not rojidily n>pi-o(liu'o in ciiplixitiy, o\'on within tii(> Hiinio ,s|H'('i(>H.

Wo liiivo in Sitliiriiia pi/ri, t</iiiii, luul I'lirpliil thr(>(^ woll-niarU(>(l

(liHtincti Hpocios with no intornu^diiito ronuH in natiu'o, and willi (piito

dirtor(>iit colourinn- in th(( ('iii(>rpilla,i'H. 1'liM.t thoHo .should havo ho(>n

HUoooMsrully oouihiiuMl iu a triplo hyhrid proNCH at loaHt that h(v\umJ

alionaiion oaniiot liavo adNiuicod \';\.v in this cn»i\

Wo iiniMt hi>wiirro, liowo\dr, ol' airtrihutinj;- too nuioh to th(> con-

•stant mutual oroHHin^' whicli occ.urH in a H]H>('ioH liviiifj; on a O(inno('t(>il

ai'oa and ol' ro^'ardiiiif its inlhion<'(\ an irr(\siMtihlo. Undonhtodly it

uniHt ;j,'o I'n-r liOwardH H(H',urinj;- tho uiiil'oi'niity of iiidixidualH, lint not

only i.M it luiahh^ Iro achioNc tluH, liut it caiiiiiot MUccoMHrnlly r(>Hi,Mt I,ho

Ktron^i'or inllnon('(!M iiiaikinn' for variaJion which ma.y ho oxortod upon

a jiai't ol' ('ho a,r(Mi, ol' tho HpooioH. Wo liaA'o a.lroaily noon thai it in

(piito orroiuMiiiH to HiippoMo that ovoi\y now adaptation iiiust ho IohI.

.si^^'lit ol' a,jH'a,iii hooa-iiHo ol' tho continual croMHin;^' with other iiu'ihIkm'H

ol' the HpooioH upon tli(< Ha,iiie a.i'oa-. OlJier thiii^'M h(>inn' ((pial, thts

dep(^ndH untirol)' upon the iin|iorta,nce ol' the nihiptaiion in (pi(\Mtion.

.luwt a.H cliniaiio iiilliioiioeH may he ho wtroiif;- tluit they entirely o\'or-

oonio the inlluonco of croHniiin', mid eive riMo to n^ local race notwith-

Htaudiii^' iiiijioi'roi^t ^ooffi'M'l'hica.l iMohil-ion, ho the Ha-iiio may Iwippon.

in tho cano ol' ndapta-tionH. It in (piito coiic(>ivaJilo tlia.t the [lolar

ha,re of iSciMidina,via, iiuiy Iwivo evolved a vvlio!(( Morion ol' ni,c(\M, ea-ch ol'

which iiS ada]ito(l (,o tho diirartiou of the huow in itw /^'oon-i'aiiihica-l

raii(^(\ althoii^'li a (U'oHHiiiff of tliewo (piic.k-root(Ml aniiiiaJH nniHt I'ro-

(piontly occur in tho (M)urH(( ol' tiiiio, even m.h rojj^'anlH I'ovniM rroni \vid((ly

Hoparati^d aroaH, and althoufrji, IJio whole i'e;;'ion Ih injiahitod wilJioiit

a hn^ak hy tlie HpocioH, Ho tlm,t a, ' iniiifrlinjj; ' ol' tlie lia.roH of all ron'iouM

I'roiii Houth to north, and (Mjnvoi'Holy, may ta-ko ]ihKio, a,nd IikIikmI 'iii,nd

ho contiinuiJly taJ<iii^- pla,co, thouj^'li ol' conrHo s'ory nlowly.

It Ih preciwily I-IiIh (ixtrenio nlowrujHH with which the iiitor-

iiiirifrliiif;' of raciaJ (diaract(!rH tn,ko pla-co thaJ, HeoiiiH to mo oHHontial

for the production ol local or, aH in tliin caHo, r'oj^'ionaJ racoH. It Ih not

dillicult to cidcnlate tho rate of ' hlood iliHti'ihntion ' if wo n,HHiimo tlia,t

th(! conditioiiH \'i)V a, rapid diHHomination are aH i'avourahlo aH poHHihlo.
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Let us assume that it takes place along a certain line—in this case

from south to north—and that the numerical strength of the species

remains constant, each pair of hares yielding a pair of surviving

offspring, which will attain to reproduction. Let us suppose that one

of these hares moves his home northwards to the extent of his range,

that is, as far as a hare is accustomed to range from his head

quarters, and that he pairs with one of the descendants on the next

stretch.

Let us further suppose that this stretch is ten kilometres in

extent, and that the change of quarters take place once in each

year, then the blood of a South Scandinavian hare would have

extended ten kilometres further north in ten years, and in a

hundred years loo kilometres ; it would not, however, be quite

pure, but mixed and thinned by crossing with a hundred mates

of different individual bloods, that is, thinned to the extent of

2 to the ico"' power, that is, to less than a millionth part. Thus

even with these much too favourable assumptions the influence of

a region of hares ico kilometres distant would be actually nil upon the

inhabitants of a region which was in process of new adaptation. That

the assumptions are too favourable is quite obvious, since every

survi\T[ng hare would not be likely to move his home, and probably

the majority would remain in the old quarters and find mates there.

The blood-mingling would therefore take place much more rarely,

perhaps only once in ten years, and the wandering descendants of the

second generation might move southward, and so neutralize the pre-

vious bloodTmingling, and so on. But let us keep to our favourable

assumptions, and attempt to determine how strong the assimilating

influence of the blood-mingling from south to north would be upon

a point A. The blood of the nearest stretch diluted to a half would

affect the inhabitants of A once in each year ; the second stretch would

only contribute blood of J strength, the third of ^, the fourth of xV)

and the blood of the tenth would be diluted to y^24- -^ region B,

extending over twenty such stretches, or 200 kilometres, would thus

shelter within it a hare population of which the centre would only

be influenced from the periphery in vanishing proportions. If the

winter were of equal length over the whole area of B, all the inhabi-

tants would be tending to vary the period for which the winter dress

was worn in correspondence with the length of the winter, and the

centre of the region would be the less impeded in this process because

the more peripheral areas would also be approximating to the same

adaptation. But since even the admixture of -5^ of strange blood

could have no hindering influence upon a variation, there would
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remain a region of 2 x 5 = 10 stretches upon which the influence of the

non-varying regions would be without effect. There would therefore

arise a new race in relation to the duration of the winter dress, and

this would not cease abruptly, but would gradually pass over into the

neighbouring regions, which however would be pure at their centre,

just as is probably the case in reality, if we regard B as any point in

the line of distribution from south to north.

The harmony of the individuals within a species will therefore

depend in part upon the mingling of hereditary primary constituents

associated with reproduction, but in greater part upon adaptation to

the same conditions ; it is a similarity of adaptation, and the strongest

influence which sexual reproduction exerts lies not in the mingling

of these hereditary constituents alone, but above all in the reduction

in the germ-plasm of the two parental hereditary contributions

—

a reduction which results from and through the sexual intermingling.

It is only this that prevents these primary constituents from varj'ing

at too unequal a rate in the transformations of species, and causes

them ultimately to resemble each other closely again.

But while mutual sterility is not an absolutely necessary con-

dition in the separation of species, it would be going too far in the

opposite direction to regard mutual fertility as something general,

or to attribute to it a r61e in the origination of new species.

Certain botanists, like Kerner von Marilaun, regard the mingling

of species as a means of forming new species with better adaptations

;

they suppose that fertile hybrids may, in certain circumstances, crowd

out the parent species, and themselves become new species. It will be

admitted that such cases do occur, that, for instance, in the north of

Europe the hybrid between the large and the small water-lily,

Nibphar luteum and XupJiar puinihij'm, to which the name ]>fiijp)har

intermedium has been given, has driven both the parent species from

the field, because its seeds mature earlier, and it is therefore better

adapted to the short vegetative period of the north, but nevertheless

we must maintain that the evolution of species on the whole does not

take place through hybridization. Such cases are probably nothing-

more than rare exceptions. This is corroborated by the entire insig-

nificance of hybridization in animals, among which species appear in

the same way as they do in plants, and where the mingling of two
species occurs only sporadically and in a few species, never to any
very great extent.

If species are complexes of adaptations, based in each case on
the given physical constitution of the parent species, then we can
readily understand the fact that they are in our experience not fixed
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or etonial, but that thov eliaagv^ in the eoui-so of the earth's liistt^ry.

The nvimeivus fo^il ivmaius in the various strata of tlio e^utlts crust

piv\-e that this is true in a high doiriw. tliat in ahuost every oue of

the u»oiv i»u^x>rtant jjixilogieal strata new speoios oe?\ir. and that not

only sjxx'ies and ofenei-a, but families, or^iei-s, iudeevi whole classes of

animals, which liA'eil at one time, have now completely di.sappeai"ed

fi\>m the fact^ of the earth. Wo can understand this phenomenon

when we tvtl^x't that the conditions of life have also been slowly

chatij^ing- thivuofh the Cvnii^c of the eaith's history, so that the

old sj.veies had only the alteniative of dying out. or of Ivecomiug

transformed into new sp^vics,

Btit simple as this conclusion is. it can hai\ily lie deduced with

certainty fivju the ^xxnirrence and suci>ossiou of the f^vssil species

alone. For instance, we sliould strive in \"ain to recognize the catise

which led one of those rci:u';uly arranortxl siuail-sjvcies of the

SuinV.o-;n lake basin to l^ecome traustoruied into one or two new
species at a pirticnlar time, or to find the cause which moved those

curious tripartite Crusta^vans of primitive times, the Tiilobite*. which

peviph>l the S.air;;v.i seas with such a wealth of tonus, to become

suddenly seaw^e towanls the end of the Sr.\;r:;'.!\ perio^l. and to dis-

appear a'.together in the succeetiing period, the Devonian. The

famous gev^logist NenmaxT sought to refer this strikiiig phenomenon

to the fact that jxist at that time the Cephalopols, the most formid-

able and Siiv^agv mai-audcKt among the invertebrate marine fauna.'

gained the ascendancy, and it is quite po,ssible that he was right

in his svirmis<\ but who is to piwe it ? Can we decide even in the

case of animals now living whether the h\ssos inflicted on a much

persecutetl sp^vios by an abundant and gi-eedy jvi^ecutor exceed the

nnmbei-s of pK>p:niy. and ai^ thervfoi-e driving the s}^«acs gradvially

towarvls extermination ? Probable as such a supposition appeaIS^ it

cannot be accepted as proven.

Sir.oe in m.any cases of the extinction of giieat animal-groups we

cannot even pixne that theiv was a simultaneous ascendancy of power-

ful enemies, other factoi~s must W discv^ver^ed to which the apparently

sudden disappearance may be attributeil. Many natni-alists have

tried to i^uoss at internal iw^sons for extinction, and have adopte^l the

theory—ass^^iciated with the tendency to assume mystical principles of

evolution—that species in dying out ane obe\-ing an internal necessity,

as if their birth and death wei'* ptvdestined. as it is in i;.e case of

mnHacellnlar individuals, as if ther^ wer>e a /ifty!f»ofotir«*w/ death o?" fSe

-s/ift"sVs as theiv is of the muMcellnlar indi^^duaL

Xevmiayr showeil, however, that the facts of palawntoIog\- affiuxi

II. Aa
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no support for this view. I need not repeat his arguments, but will

simply refer to his clear and concise exposition of the problem. It is

obvious that our theory of the extinction of species as due to external

causes cannot be rejected on the ground that our knowledge of the

struggle that species had to maintain for their existence in past times

is even mere imperfect than our knowledge of the struggle nowadays,

and that we are frequently unable to judge of it at all. But the facts

of geology are of value in another, quite different way. They reveal

such an extraordinary dissimilaritj^ in the duration of species, and

also of the great groups of organisms, that the dissimilarity of itself

is sufficient to prevent our regarding the extinction of species as

regulated by internal causes. Certain genera of Echinoderms, such

as starfish {Astropecten), lived in the Silurian times, and they are

represented nowadays in our seas by a number of species ; and in the

same way the Cephalopod genus Nautilus has maintained itself

among the living all through the enormous period from the Silurian

sea to our own day. Formerlj^ the Nautilids formed a predatory

horde that peopled the seas, and, as we have seen, we may perhaps

attribute to their dominance the disappearance of an order of

Crustaceans, the Trilobites, which were equally abundant at that

period. Now only a single species of nautilus {Nautilus j^ompilius)

lives on the coral reefs of the southern seas. Similarly, the genus

Lingula of the nearly extinct class of Brachiopods, somewdiat mussel-

like sessile marine animals, has been preserved from the grey dawn
of primitive times, with its records in the oldest deposits, and is

represented in the living world of to-day by the so-called 'bar-

nacle-goose' mussel, Lingula anatina.

On the other hand, we know of numerous species which lasted

for quite a short time, such as, for instance, the individual members
of the series of Steinheim Planorbis species, or of the Slavonic

Paludina species. Not infrequently, too, genera make their appear-

ance and disappear again within the period of one and the same
geological stratum.

These facts not only tell against an unknown vitalistic principle

of evolution, but in general against the idea of the determination
of the great paths of evolution by purely internal causes. If there

were a principle of evolution the dissimilarity in the duration of life

could not be so excessive ; if there were a ' senile stage ' of species

and a natural death of species comparable to the natural death of
individuals, it would not have been possible for most of the Nautilidee
to liave been restricted to the Silurian epoch, and yet for one species
to have continued to live till now ; and if there were a ' tendency

'
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of species t-j viuy }>ei-sisreutly onwards, and to become fiu-ther anl
fvu-ther removed fi-om the primitive tvpe. as lias been maintained,

then such ancient and primitive Cephalopod forms like the Xautihu-
species could not have persiste*.! imtil now, but must long ago have
l;>een transmuted into higher forms. The convei-se. however, is con-

ceivable enotigh. namely, that the gieat mass of the species of a group
such as the Xauiilida? were crowded out by --tiperior rivals in the

-tiTiggle for existence, but that cenain species were able to sur\-ive

on .specially pi-otected or cahei-wise favoured areas. We have a fine

example of this in the few stiU living species of the otherwise

extinct da-s^^ of Ganoid fishes. During the Primary and Seccndaiy

epochs these Ganoids pec^ple-l all the seas, but at the boundary
Wtween the Cretacec'us and the Tertiarj- period they retrjgi-ade<i

considerably, simtdtane-aisly with the great development cf lony

fishes or TeleC'Steans. and now they are only represented by a dozen

species distribute<l over the earth, and most of these are purely river

forms, while the othei-s at least ascend the rivers dturing the spawning

seas-jn to secure the safety of their progeny. For the rivers are

sheltered areas as c-ompared w-ith the sea^?. and large fishes like the

Ganoids will be able there to hold their own in the st:iig^-le l>etter

than they cotdd in the incomparably more abundantly peopled sea.

Thus I can only regard it as playing with ideas to speak of birth,

blossoming, standstill, decay, and death of species in any other than

a figurarive sense. T7ndoubte<ily the life of the sj^eeies may V-e

compared with that of the individtial. and if the comparisiDn he used

only to make clear the difference between the causes of the two kinds

of phenomena, there can be no oljecrion to it. only we must beware

of thinking ^we have explained anything we do not know ty c-ompaiiu ^-

it with smnerhirig else that is also unknown.

We have alrea-ly shown that the natural death of multicellular

organisms is a phenomenon ^vhich first made its appearanc-e with the

separation of the organism into s-jmatic or l-ixiy cells and reproiiuctive

or germ c-ells. and that death is not an inevitable Xemesis of every hfe.

for unicellular ori^ranisms do not necessarily die, though fhey may
be killed by virlenoe. These unicellular oiganisms have thus no

natural death, and we have to explain its occurrence among nmlti-

cellular organisms as an adaptation to the cellular iilferentiation,

which makes the tmlimited continuance of the life of the whole

organism unnecessarv and purposeless, and even prejudicial to thr-

continuanc-e of the species- For the species it is enough if the germ-

cells alone retain the potential immortality of the unieellulars, while,

on the other hand, the high dilferenriation of the somatic cells neces-

A a -
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sarily involves that they should wear themselves away in the

performance of their functions, and so become subject to death, or at

least that they should undergo such changes that they are no longer

capable of functioning properly, so that thus the organism as a whole

loses the power of life.

There can be no doubt whatever that death is virtually implied

in the very constitution of a multicellular organism, and is thus,

so to speak, a foreseen occurrence, the inevitable end of a development

which begins with the egg-cell and reaches its highest point with the

liberation of the germ-cells, that is, with reproduction, and then

enters on a longer or shorter period of decadence, leading to the

natural death of the individual.

It is only by straining the analogy that this course of develop-

ment can be compared with the origin and transformation or extinc-

tion of species. Not even the entirely external analogy of the

blossoming from a small beginning and the subsequent decay is

always correct ; for in the fresh-water snails of Steinheim, at any rate,

almost the whole of the members of the species underwent a

transformation at a particular time, and became a new species,

which was after a long time retransformed without any appreciable

decrease in the number of individuals being observable. To speak

of a ' senile stage ' of the species, of a stiffening of its form, of an

incapacity for further transformation, is to indulge in a play of fancy

quite inadmissible in the domain of natural science.

It is admitted, however, that there is a correct idea at the base

of all this, for many species have not passed over into new forms, but

have simply died out because they were unable to adapt themselves

to changed conditions. This did not happen because they had

become incapable of variation, but because they could not produce

variations of sufficient magnitude, or variations of the kind required

to enable the species to remain an active competitor in the struggle

for existence.

It obviously depends upon the coincidence of manifold circum-

stances, whether an adaptation can be successfully effected or not.

Above all, it must be able to keep pace with the changes in the

conditions of life, for if these advance at a more rapid rate the

organisms will succumb in the midst of the attempt at adaptation.

It is probably in this way that the striking disappearance of the

Trilobites is to be explained, as Neumayr has pointed out, for the

Nautilidje, a new group of enemies, multiplied so quickly at their

expense that they had not time to evolve any effective means of

protection. It cannot be maintained for a moment that every species
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IS able to protect itself against extermination by any otUer ; the

increased fertility, the increased rapidity of locomotion, the increased

intelligence and similar qualities, may all be insufficient, and then

extinction follows ; not, however, because the species has become
' senile,' but because the ^-ariations possible to its organization do not

suffice to maintain it in the struggle.

In discussing germinal selection I mentioned the view expressed

b)- Emery, that excessive variation in the same direction from intra-

germinal causes has not rarely been the cau,se of the extinction of

species. I also mentioned the very similar view of Doderlein, who
could not refer at that time to germinal selection, but assumed internal

compelling forces, which pressed a variation irresistibly forward in

the direction in which it had started, even be3^ond the bounds of what
is useful for the desired end, and which might thus bring about the

extinction of the species. I cannot entirelj^ agree with these views, as

I have already indicated, because I do not believe that the impulse

to variation can ever become irresistible and uncontrollable. If it

could, then we should not see, as we do, innumerable cases in which

the augmentation or diminution of a part has gone on precisely to the

point at which it ceases to be purposeful. E\'en the degeneration of

organs only proceeds as far as is necessary to accomplish a particular

end, as we see plainly from the parasitic Crustaceans of different

orders. In many of these parasitic forms the swimming legs degene-

rate, but in the female only, because these attach themselves bj-

suckers or in some other manner to their host, so that they cannot

let go again. But the males need their swimming legs to seek out the

females. The females too require them in their youth, in order to seek

out the fish from which they are to obtain their food-supply, and thus

the degeneration of the swimming legs has come to a full stop exactly

at the point where they cease to be of use; they develop in e&vly

j'outh and degenerate later, when the animal becomes sessile. In

accordance with the law of biogenesis we may say that while the

degeneration is complete in the final stages of ontogeny, its retro-

gression was not continued back to the germ, but only to the young

stages. From this it follows that the progi-ess of a variation may
at any time have a goal fixed for it, and we have seen that this

is possible by means of personal selection, which accumulates the

never-failing fluctuations of the variation in the direction of plus

or of minus. In the individual id a determinant X may perhaps

decrease and possibly also increase without limit, although we

have no certain knowledge in regard to the latter' point, but as

this determinant is contained in all the ids, there are always plus

Digitized by Microsoft®



358 THE EVOLUTION THEORY

and minus fluctuations by means of which personal selection can

operate.

But of course it requires a certain amount of time for this, and

in the fact that this time is often not available lies, I think, the

reason why excessive differentiations have often led to the extinction

of a species, not because the increase of the excessive organ must

go on irresistibly, but because changes in the conditions have made

the exuberant organ inappropriate, and it could not degenerate quickly

enough to save the species from extinction.

Brandes has recently given a beautiful illustration of this by

associating the existence of the remarkable sabre-toothed tigers

(Machairodus) with enormously long canine teeth, which lived in the

Diluvial period in South America, with the gigantic Armadillos which

lived there at the same time, whose bony armature two yards in

height now excites our admiration. He rightly points out that the

dentition of Machairodus neogceua is by no means a typically perfect

dentition for a beast of prey, like that of the Indian tiger or the lion
;

as far as incisors and molars are concerned it was much less effective

than that of these predatory animals, and the great length of the

dagger-like flattened canines, which protruded far beyond the mouth,

entirely prevented the bringing together of the teeth of the upper and

lower jaw after the fashion of a pair of pincers. He rightly infers

from this that this dentition was adapted to a specialized mode of

nutrition, and he regards the great mailed Armadillos, such as the

three-yards-long heavy Glyptodont of the Pampas, as the victims into

which they were wont to thrust their sabre-teeth in the region of the

unprotected neck, and thus to master the almost invulnerable creature,

which was invincible as far as all other predatory animals were con-

cerned. Thus the remarkable dentition is explained on the one hand,

and on the other the amazing extent and hardness of the victim's

coat of mail. Thus, too, we can understand whj^ there should have

been at that time a whole series of cat-like animals with sabre-like

teeth, in which the length and sharpness of the teeth increased with

the bodily size, for these predatory animals corresponded to a whole

series of Armadillos, whose size was increasing, as was also the strength

of their armour.

Of course this interpretation is hypothetical, but it contains

much internal probability, so that it may be taken as a good illustra-

tion of the reciprocal increase of adaptations between two animal

groups. We undei'stand now why, on the one hand, this colossal

tortoise-like armour should have developed in a mammal, and, on the

other hand, why these enormously long sabre-teeth should have been

Digitized by Microsoft®



THE ORIGIN AND THE EXTINCTION OP SPECIES 359

evolved
;
we also understand—and this is the point with which we

are here chiefly concerned—why these two ' excessive ' developments
should ultimately lead to the destruction of their possessors. For
a long period the Armadillos were able to save themselves from exter-

mination by increasing their bodily size and the strength of their

armour, and they thus saved themselves from persecution on the part

of beasts of prey with smaller and weaker teeth. But the predatory

animals followed suit and lengthened their teeth and increased their

bodily size, until ultimately even the strongest armour of the victim

afforded no efficient protection, and the mighty Glyptodonts were by
degrees utterly exterminated. But then the death-knell of the

Machairodus had also sounded, for he was so exactly adapted to this

one kind of diet that he could no longer overpower other victims and
feed on their flesh : the sabre-teeth prevented him from tearing his

prey like other predatory animals, he could probably only suck them.

Even if this is a supposititious case, it serves to show that it was
not an internal principle of variation that caused the teeth of these

carnivores and the armour of their victims to increase so unlimitedly

;

it was the necessity of adaptation. They did not perish because

armour and teeth increased so excessively, but because neither of

these adaptations could be neutralized all at once, and small variations

were of no use to them in their final struggle for survival.

In a certain sense we may say that simpler, more lowly organisms

are more capable of adaptation than those which are highly differen-

tiated and adapted to specialized conditions in all parts of their

bodies, since from the former much that is new may arise in the

course of time, while very little and nothing very novel can spring

from the latter. From the simplest Protozoan the whole world of

unicellular organisms could arise, and also the much more diverse

Metazoa ; from the lower marine worms there could arise not only

many kinds of higher marine worms—the segmented worms or

Annelids—but also quite new groups of animals, the Arthropods and

the Vertebrates. It is hardly likely that a new class of animals

will evolve from our modern birds, because these are already so

perfectly adapted to their aerial life that they could hardly adapt

themselves to life on land or in the water sufficiently well to be able

to hold their own in regard to all the possibilities of life with the rest

of the dwellers on land or in water. We do indeed know of birds

which have returned entirely to a purely terrestrial life—the ostriches,

for instance—and of others which have adapted themselves to

a purely aquatic life, such as the penguins, but these are small

groups of species, and are hardly likely to increase. On the contrary.
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we can prove that many ha-vi' already .siicriimlied in the strn^'^'le

with man, and we antieipnle tlie externiinatidii ol' otluM\s. l-iiit tlie

reason M'hy tliey are no ivadily exteiminaled obviously lien in tiie fact

thattliey have surrendered tlie ad\jiiita,n'e j;i\en to tlieni hy their bird-

nature, by adaptini;- theuitclves to terrestrial lil'e, and (hat (liey are

not able to regain it, at least not in the .sliort time that is at- their

disposal if they are to be saved from exteriiiinatiou. The be.st

example of this is the Dodo (D/iIuk liir/iltiK). 'VWm remarkable-look-

ing bird, of about the size of a, swan, lived in flocks njion the island of

IMauritius until about the end of the sex'ontecnth et'utury. \l had

small wings with short (juills which were useless for High!.. As it

could neither escape by flight nor through the watei-, and eotdd only

move clumsily and awkwardly upon kind with its sliort legs and

heavy body, it was hopelessly doomed as soon as a stronger enemy

made his appearance. It fell a victim to the sadors who lirst huided

on the island and clubbed it with sticks in huge numhora. Uiilril tliat

e\ent it was without doubt excellently adapted to life on thai^ fertile

island, I'or on a ^oleanic island in the middle of the ocean there were

no large enemies, and it was therefon^ not de])(uulent on the powei' of

flight for safety, and could pick up al)undant food from the ground.

But when man suddenly ap])eai-ed on tlio scene and began to jier-

secute it, it was not the 'senile rigidity' of its organization that

prevented it from making use of its wings again ; it was the slowness

of variation and c()nse(|ueu(ly of selection, which is conniion to all

species, which im]i(!lled it to extinction. The same fate will ]iroba,bly

overtake the fCiwi of New Zealand {A plcvjij' aiit^I'ml'iK) in the neai'

future, for though it has so far escaped the ari-ows of tliu aborigines,

it is not likely in its wingless condition to be able to hold out long

against European guns, unlei-s ekjse times and ]ii'eser\ed forests ai-e

instituted for it, as they have been for our chamois.

Even sadder From tlie biologist's point of view than such (ixter-

mination of individual species thi'ough the \aiidalism and greed of dui-

own race is the disturbance of whole societies of a.nimaJs and plants

by man that is going on or has been accomplished on most of the

oceanic islands, and we must bridly notices these cases whiliMve are (heal-

ing with the deoack'iice of species. I refer to the crowding out of the

usually endemic animal and plant popula.tioii on such islands through

cultivation. The first step in this woi'k of ' cultivation ' is always tlio

cutting down of the forests which for thousands ol' yeai's lia,v(^ elotjied

these islands as with a mantle of grcjen, have regulated their rainfall,

secured their fcM'tility, and allowed a medley of indigenous aninuds,

usually peculiar to the spot, to arise. We have already siioken of
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St. Heleiii). Tlu> (M-iniiuil and rcniarkuble I'auiiii and iiora (if this

island l\ad for the most part disappcai-od aoo yeui's aij,x), lhrt)iigli the

enttinu- down of trees in the l\)i-ests, and these were later wiiolly

destroyed hy the introduction of _i;oats, which devoured all the ^'ouny

trees as they m-ew. Hut with tlie forests most of the indiffcnous

insects and birds were doomed to destruction, so that now there is

not an indigenous bird or buttertlj' to he found there; only a few

terrestrial snails and beetles of tlie original fauna still survive.

Hut it is not only on islands that a large number of species ha\e

been decimated or entirely exterminated by deforestation, by the

introduction of plants cultivated by man and of the 'weeds'

associated with these, and by the importation of dom-esticated animals.

In Central Europe not only have all the larger beasts of prey, like

the bear, the lynx, and the wolf, almost completely disajipeared, but

the reindeer, the bison, the wild o\ (Aurochs), and the elk have been

extei-niinated as wild animais, and in North America the buffalo will

soon only exist in preserved herds, if that is not already the casi'. Here,

of course, the direct interference of the all-too-powerful enemy, man,

has played the largest part in causing the disappearance of the species

referred to, but the process may give us an idea of the wa}* in which a

superior animal enemy may be able giadually to exterminate a weaker

sjiccies where there is no attainable or even conceivable variation

which might preserve them from such a fate. Several of the maunnals

wliich 1 have mentioned are not yet entirely exterminated ; even the

-Vurochs perhaps still exists in the pure white herds preserved in

some British parks ; but there are more instances than that of the

Dodo of the utter extermination of a species through human agency

within historic times. It niay be doubtful whether the sea-otter

{I'JiiJiydris marina) has not been already quite exterminated because

of its precious fur, but it is quite certain that the huge sea-cow

(h'Jiilfi nil t-telleri), which lived in large numbers in the Behring Straits

at the end of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth

centuries, was completely exterminated by sailors within a few

decades.

We may therefore gain from what is going on before our eyes,

so to speak, some sort of idea of the way in Mhich the extermination

of species may go on even independently of man at the present time,

and how it unist ha\e gone on also in past ages of the earth's histoiy.

Migrations of species have taken pliice ceaselessly, although very

slowly, for every species is endeavouring slowly to extend its range

and to take posstvssion of new territories, and thus the fauna and

flora of any region must have changed in the course of time, new
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species must have settled in it from time to time, and the conditions

of life must have changed, and in many cases this must have led

to the extermination of species, in the same way, though not so

quickly, as human interference now brings about their doom.

This is true for plants as for animals. A good example, not

indeed of complete extermination, but of very considerable diminution

in the numbers of individuals of a plant-species by the advent of

a species of mammal, is communicated to us by Chun in regard

to Kerguelen Land. A flowering plant, the Kerguelen cabbage

(Pringlea antiscorhutlca), has been greatly reduced in numbers since

the thoughtless introduction of rabbits to this uninhabited island

(1874). While, in 1840, Captain Ross used this plant in great

quantities as a preventative against scurvy in his crew, and even

carried away stores to last for months, the Valdivia Expedition in

1 89 8 found rabbits in abundance, but the Kerguelen cabbage had
been entirely exterminated at ever}' spot accessible to these prolific

and voracious rodents. It was only found growing upon perpendicular

cliffe or upon the islands lying out in the fiords.

An avoidance of the threatened destruction of a species by
its adaptation to the new circumstances can only be possible when the

changes occur very slowly, and will therefore be more likely to

be achieved in the case of physical changes in the conditions of

life, such as climatic changes, a change in the mutual relations of land

and sea, and so on. But it appears that even climatic changes do not

evoke any variation and new adaptation as long as the species can

avoid the changes by migrating. The often quoted case of Alpine

and Arctic plants proves this at any rate, that those species which

inhabited the plateaus and highlands of Europe did not all vary

to suit the change when a warmer climate prevailed, but that in

part at least they followed the climate to which they were already

adapted, that is, that they migrated towards the north on the one

hand and higher up the Alps on the other. It cannot be denied

that many of the insects and plants did adapt themselves at that time

to the warmer climate, and became the modern species which now
inhabit the plains, for many related species occur on the Alps and in

the plains, but apparently many others simply made their escape from

a climate which no longer suited their requirements. Thus, as far

as I am aware, there is no species of Primula in South or Central

Germany which could be derived from the beautiful red Primula
farinosa of the Alps, but this species occurs also upon the old

glacier-soil at the northern base of the Alps, and in similar soil

again in the north of Germany and on the meadows of Holstein.
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Similar examples might be cited in regard to the Alpine-Arctic

butterflies.

It is intelligible enough that we are still very far from being able

to give a precise account of the main changes in the plant and animal

world during the history of the earth in regard to the special causes

which have produced them. Possibly the future will throw more

light upon this subject by extending our knowledge of the fossil

remains of all countries. But so much at least we can say at present,

that there is no reason to refer the dying out of the earlier forms

to anything else than the changes in the conditions of life, the

struggle for existence, and the limitation of the power of transformation

and adaptation due to the organization which the species has already

attained ; there is no trace of any such thing as a phyletic principle

of life in the vitalistic sense, as far as the decadence of species is

concerned.
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Sl'ONTANliOl'S (il'lNKItATION AND l';V( ll-l'TlON :

(H)N(MJ'S1()N

S|iou(iiMiHiiis Ki'iii'i'"li<'ii— l'!x|iuriiiH'nliil li>sU iniiiiwHilili' Oiil,v Um IowphI iilul

miuiiIIomI. I'linus til' lil'o oHU 1)0 ri'l'i'iTi'il (u siioiiliiiii'uUM •{oui'i'mIIum Clioliili'iil |minIiu1iiIi>n

I'oi- s|u)MiMiiciMiM xi'iii'i'iiliim- l'Iiiip"il"<'l<'« lumloriii/.i'il 'I'lip lui'iilll.v of M|i"Mliiui('im«

jj;iiiU'i'iilioii I'lMgroNs 111' <ii-,«'iniiziU 1(111— Dlrci'l, mul iiiillivol iiillin'in'cM i'ihihImh viiriiiliini

—
'I'lui viu'liiiin iiuidiiM 111' Mi'locliiiii MvcrylliiiiK iIi>|m'MiIm upon Ki'li'i'lliiii Sinking I'l'iiin

IhiIkIiIh ill' cii')j;i\nlziil,iun iilrciuly iiUmIihiiI I'lilhs iil' iivnliiliun—Tim InriTM nlVi'i'lInK II

I'lnsMc'llv (if living niiilloi-- l'n'clii|,i'i'nilini(.iiin ol' llii' imlniiili' wnrl.l Miiny-Hl(li>il

iKliiptolimi criiiiuli gnmp Aiiniilic nianinnilN iiml miniu'Ih, phi'iiHilci -NllKi'ir« viii'lMllon

in 11 (l(illiiilii cliri'.'l inn— Aniilng'.v nl' llm li'iivi'lUir— Ouni'iilnKii'"! I.rium- 'I'lic (IIv(i|'hII,v ni'

I'orinH ciT lil'u is nnliniiliKl— Tlui nrlnin nl' l.lio |ini'|iiiNiirnl ;i|imiI I'riMn |ini'|inHlvii rnivi'N

Wdi'king Inwiirils nil iiiicl 'I'lui llnill,H ol' knnwIiiilKti' liinilliiliiin nl' I In' Imnian Inti'lll-

sjunci' liy wlcdliiin llnniiin (^uninH- Oont'luNliiii.

W'y. luivo luiw rriM'liiMl tho oiid oi' ovu' HtuilicM, lunl lilioy 1iiia(>

;;'i\'i'ii TIH HiiXiHl'iK'tioii, lid 1(im.h1, ill HO I'lU' (iliiid dlioy liiLVii lii'tui,i;'li(i UH

('('liiiiiify ill rcji^'iu'd In tlu^ ciiii'l' and riiiidiuniiiiliiil (^luinlioii wiiicii can

1)0 a.ski'd ill riirorciu'n to tlui orii^'iii of tiio luodi'rn aiiinuild world

ill' (irniuiisniH. Tlicro ri'iiiiuiiH no doiilil. in onr iniiidH iJiiili dli<' tlicory

ol' dcsci'iid i.M insUlicd ; wn know, JiihIi as nni'dy iw Irlial. IJir I'lii'tli ;;'ooH

round tlio nun, IJial. Ilui li\'iii^' world upon onr carlJi wiih nod cn'Mlnd

all nl oiicd a.iid in dlui sdaln in which wo know id, Imd dlwit id Iimh

ji'i'M-dually cAiilvcd dlirouj;'h wluid, do onr linnwin oHdiniado, miiciii oiior-

iiioUHly Joiij;' piiriodM of dinio. ^I'IiIh conclnHion Ih now linidy cHdaJi-

liwhcd and will iHivor n|;'a,in liuconio ilonlidl'nl. Tlio MiHHniii]idion, doo,

tliM,t tho inoro lowly or^'a-niHiiiK roriiii'd dho li()fi;'inninj;'H ol' lil'o, n.nd

dhad an aiMccnt liaH (.akon phu^o I'roiii dho lowoHd do dho hi^iior aiiid

liijfho.Md.JiaH liocoiiio do onr iiiIikIh a proliabilldy \dri;iny' nponcordaindy.

Hnd dlioro roiiaunH ono poind which wo luivo nod yiid doiichod \ipoii -

dho proliloiri ol' dho orif^'in of dlioHo lii'Hd orn'a.ni.MiiiM.

'riioro nri: only two poHHiliilidioM : oitla^r dlwit dlioy have boon liorno

do onr oM,rdli from ondHido, I'roiii Hoinowlioro oIho in dho iiiiivorMo, or diuid

tluy liavo ori(4'inati)d upon onr oa,r(Ji itHoll' dliron^'h what Ih callod

' HjiondaiiuonH |^'onorai,ioii
'— yeiiO'i'iil/id HpiniUiuvii.

The idea, dhad Wi'vy lowly liviiij;' orj^'a-iiiHiiiH inif;'hd liavo boon

(M)iicoalod wltbui the cloi'd,s a.iid crovlcuH ol' inodoorldoH, and iniji'lit dliiiH
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have fallen upon our earth and so have formed the first germs of life,

was first formulated by that chemical j^-enius, Justu,^ Liebig. It seems

certain that the state of glowing heat in which meteorites are, when
they come into our atmosphere, only affects the outer crust of these

cosmic fragments, and that living germs, which might be concealed in

the depths of their crevices and fissures, might therefore remain alive,

but nevertheless it is undoubtedly impossible that any germ should

reach us alive in this way, because it could neither endure the

excessive cold nor the absolute desiccation to which it would be

exposed in cosmic space, which contains absolutely no water. This

could not be endured even for a iew days, much less for immeasuralilc

periods of time.

But we have to take account, too, of an entirelj' general reason,

which lies in the fact that all life is transient, that it can be

annihilated, and is not merely mortal ! Everything that is dis-

tinctively organic may be destroyed to the extent of liecoming

inorganic. Not only may the phenomena of life disappear, and the

living body as such cease to be, but the organic compounds which

form the physical basis of all life are ceaselessly breaking up, ami

they fall back by stages to the level of the inorganic. It seems to nu-

that we must necessarily conclude from this that the basis of Liebig's

idea was incorrect, that is, the assumption that ' organic substances

are everlasting and have existed from the first just in the same way
as inorganic substances.' This is obviously not the case, for a tiling

that has an end caimot be everlasting ; it must have had a beginning

too, and consequently organic combinations are not everlasting, but

are transitory ; they come and go, they arise wherever the conditions

suitable for them occur, and they break up into simpler combinations

when these conditions cease to be present. It is only the elements

which are eternal, not their combinations, for these are subject to

more or less rapid continual change, wliether they have arisen outside

of organisms or within them.

It seems to me that these considerations destroy the foundations

of the hypothesis of the cosmic origin of life on our earth ; in any

case they leave the hypothesis without great significance ; for if we

could even admit the possibility of a transference of living organisms

from space, the question would only be pushed a little further back

by the assumption, and not solved, for the organisms thus brought in

must have had their origin on some other planet, since they are, e.f

Itypothed, not everlasting.

Thus we are directed to our earth itself as the place of the origin

of the tellurian world of life, and I see no possibility of avoiding
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the assumption of spontaneoua generation. It is for me a logical

necessity.

Even about the middle of the nineteenth century there was acute

discussion in regard to the occurrence of spontaneous generation. In

the French Academy especially Pouchet brought forward arguments

in favour of it, and Pasteur against it. Pouchet observed that living

organisms made their appearance in infusions of hay and other

vegetable material in which any possible living germs had presumably

been destroyed by prolonged boiling. Living organisms, Algee, and

Infusorians appeared, notwithstanding the fact that the glass bottles

in which they were kept were hermetically sealed. But Pasteur

showed that the air contains numerous living germs of lowly

organisms in its so-called motes, and that, if these were first removed,

Pouchet's infusion would not exhibit any signs of life. He caused

the air, which was continually passed through the tubes, to stream

first along the heated barrel of a gun, and so destroyed these germs,

and no organisms were obtained in the infusions. He showed that

the air is teeming with germs by an experiment with boiled infusions

which were allowed to lie undisturbed for a considerable time in

bottles with open necks, one on the roof of the Institute at Paris, the

other on the top of the Puy de Dome in Auvergne, which was at that

time still the highest mountain in France. In the Parisian experiment,

organisms appeared in the bottles in a very few days, while in those

exposed to the pure air at the mountain-top none were seen, even

after months had elapsed.

Strangely enough, these and similar experiments were at the time

regarded as conclusive proof against the existence of spontaneous

generation, though it is obvious enough that the first living being on
this earth cannot have sprung from hay, or from any other organic sub-

stance, since that would presuppose what we are attempting to explain.

After the fiery earth had so far cooled that its outermost layer had
hardened to a firm crust, and after water had condensed to a liquid

form, there could at first only have been inorganic substances in

existence. In order to prove spontaneous generation, therefore, it

would be necessary to try to find out from what mingling of inorganic

combinations organisms could arise ; to prove that spontaneous

generation could never have been possible is out of the question.

It would be impossible to prove by experiment that spontaneous

generation could never have taken place ; because each negative experi-

ment would only prove that life does not arise under the conditions

of the experiment. But this by no means excludes the possibility that

it might arise under other conditions.
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Up till now all attempts to discovei- these conditions hsLxe been
futile, and I do not believe that they will ever be successful, not

because the conditions must be so peculiar in nature that we cannot
reproduce them, but. above all, because we should not be able to

perceive the results of a successful experiment. I shall be able to

prove this convincingly without difficulty.

If we ask ourselves the question how the living beings which
might have arisen through spontaneous generation must be consti-

tuted, and on the other hand, in regard to what kinds of living forms

we can maintain with certainty that they co^dd not have arisen thus,

it is obvious that we must place on the latter list all organisms which
presuppose the existence of others, from which they have been
derived. But to this category belong all the organisms which possess

a germ-plasm, an idioplasm that we conceive of as composed of primary
constituents (Ardagen) which have gradually been evolved and
accumulated through a long series of ancestors. Thus not only all

multicellular animals and plants which reproduce by means of germ-
cells, buds, and so forth, but also all unicellular organisms, must be

placed in this class. For these last—as we have seen—possess in

their nucleus a substance made up of primary constituents, without

which the mutilated body is unable to make good its loss, in short, an
idioplasm. That this plays the same role in unicellular as in multi-

cellular organisms we can infer with the greatest certainty from the

process of amphimixis, which runs its course in an analogous waj^ in

both cases.

Thus, even though we did not know what Ehrenberg der&on-

strated in the third decade of last century, that Infusorians in an
encapsuled state can be blown about everywhere, and can even be

carried across the ocean in the dust of the trade-winds, to re-awaken

to life wherever they fall into fresh water, we should still not have

remained at the standpoint of Leuwenhoek, who regarded Infusorians

as having arisen through spontaneous generation. They cannot arise

in this way, nor can they have done so at any time, because thej^

contain a substance made up of primary constituents, which can only

be of historic origin, and cannot therefore have arisen suddenly after

the manner of a chemical combination.

The same is true of all the unicellular organisms, even of those

which are much more simple in structure than the Infusorians, whose

differentiation into cortical and medullary substances, oral and anal

openings, complex arrangements of cilia and much else, betokens

a high degree of differentiation in the cell. But even the Amceba is

only apparently simple, for otherwise it could not send out processes
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and reti'act them again, creep in a particular direction, encyst itself,

and so on, for all this presupposes a differentiation of its particles in

different directions, and a definite arrangement of them ; and there is

in addition the marvellous dividing-apparatus of the nucleus which

is not wanting even in the Amoeba. All this again points to

a historic evolution, a gradual acquiring and an orderly arrangement

of differentiations, and sucli an organism cannot have arisen suddenly

like a crystal or a chemical combination.

Thus we are driven back to the lowest known organisms, and

the question now before us is whether these smallest living organisms,

which are only visible under the highest powers of the microscope,

may be referred to spontaneous generation. But here too the answer

is. No ; for although there is no nucleus to be found, and no substance

which we can afHrm with any certainty to be composed of primary

constituents or idioplasm, we do find distinct traces of a previous

history, and not the absolutely simple structure of homogeneous living

particles, unarranged in any orderly way, which is all that could be

derived from spontaneous generation. It has been shown quite

recently that the typhus bacillus possesses an extremely delicate

much-branched tuft of flagella, which gives it a tremulous motion,

and in the cholera bacillus cortical and medullary substances can be

distinguished. Thus even here there is differentiation according to

the principle of division of labour, and how numerous must be

the minute vital particles of which a substance consists when it can

form such fine threads as the flagella just mentioned ! Nageli, who
elaborated an analogous train of thought in regard to spontaneous

generation, calculated the number of these smallest vital particles (his

' micellse ') which must be contained in a ' moneron ' of 0'6 mm.
diameter, if we take its dry substance at lo per cent., and he arrived

at the amazing figure of loo billions of vital particles. Even if

we suppose the diameter of such an organism to be o-ooo6 mm., it

would still be composed, according to this calculation, of a million

of these vital particles.

We have reached, in the course of these lectures, the conviction

that minute living units form the basis of all organisms, namely,

our ' life-bearers ' or ' biophors.' These must be present in countless

multitudes, and in a great number of varieties in the different forms

of life, but all agree in this, that they are simple, that is, they are not

composed in their turn of living particles, but only of molecules,

whose chemical constitution, combination, and arrangement are such

as to give rise to the phenomena of life. But they may vary, and
on this power depends the possibility of their differentiation, which
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has taken place in more and more diverse ways in the course of

phylogeny. They, too, arise in the existing organism, like all vital

units, only by multiplication of the biophors already present, but they

do not necessarily presuppose a historic origin; it is conceivable of

them, at least as far as their first and simplest forms are concerned,

that they may have arisen some time or other through spontaneous

generation. In regard to them alone is the possibility of origin

through purely chemico-physical causes, without the co-operation of

life already existing, admissible. It is only in regard to them that

spontaneous generation is not inconceivable.

We must, therefore, assume that, at some time or other in the

history of the earth, the conditions necessary to the development of

these invisible little living particles must have existed, and that the

whole subsequent development of the organic world must have de-

pended upon an aggregation of these biophors into larger complexes,

and upon their differentiation within these complexes.

We shall never be able, then, directly to observe spontaneous

generation, for the simple reason that the smallest and lowest living

particles which could arise through it, the Biophoridee, are so ex-

tremely far below the limits of visibility, that there is no hope of our

ever being able to perceive them, even if we should succeed in

producing them by spontaneous generation.

I do not propose to discuss the chemical problem raised by the

possible occurrence of spontaneous generation. We have already

seen that dead protoplasm, in addition to water, salts, phosphorus,

sulphur, and some other elements, chiefly and invariably contains

albumen ; an albuminoid substance must, therefore, have arisen from

inorganic combinations. No one will maintain that this is impossible,

for we continually see albuminoid substances produced in plants from

inorganic substances, compounds of carbon and nitrogen ; but under

what conditions this would be possible in free nature, that is, outside

of organisms, cannot as yet be determined. Possibly we may some

time succeed in procuring albumen from inorganic substances in the

laboratory, and if that happens the theory of spontaneous generation

will rest upon a firmer basis, but it will not have been experimentally

proved even then. For while dead albumen is certainly nearly allied

to living matter, it is precisely life that it lacks, and as yet we

do not know what kinds of chemical difference prevail between the

dead proteid and the living ; indeed we must honestly confess that it

is a mere assumption when we take for granted that there are only

chemico-physical differences between the two. It cannot be proved,

in the meantime, that there is not another unknown power in the

II. B b
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living protoplasm, a ' vitalistic principle,' a ' life-force,' on the activity

of which these specific phenomena of life, and particularly the con-

tinually repeated alternation of disruption and reconstruction of the

living substance, dissimilation and assimilation, growth and multi-

plication, depend. It is just as difficult to prove the converse, that it

is impossible that chemico-physical forces alone should have called

forth life in a chemical substance of very special composition.

Although no one has ever succeeded, in spite of many attempts, in

thinking out a combination of chemical substances which—as this

wonderful living substance does—on the one hand undergoes com-

bustion with oxygen and, on the other hand, renews itself again with

' nutritive ' material, yet we cannot infer from this the impossibility

of a purely chemico-physical basis of life, but must rather hold fast

'to it until it is shown that it is not sufficient to explain the facts,

ithus following the fundamental rule that natural science must not

assume unknown forces until the known ones are proved insufficient.

If we were to do otherwise we should have to renounce all hope of

ever penetrating deeper into the phenomena. And we have no need

to do this, for in a general way we can quite well believe that an

organic substance of exactly proportioned composition exists, in which

the fundamental phenomena of all life—combustion with simultaneous

1 renewal—must take place under certain conditions by virtue of its

jcomposition. /

How, and under what external conditions, such a substance

first arose upon the earth, from and of what materials it was formed,

cannot be answered with any certainty in the meantime. Who knows

whether the fantastic ideas of Empedocles in an altered form would

not be justified here? I mean that, at the time of the first origin of

life, the conditions necessary for many kinds of complex chemical

combinations may have been present simultaneously on the earth,

and that, out of a manifold variety of such substances, only those

survived which possessed that marvellous composition which con-

ditioned their continual combustion, but also their ceaseless recon-

struction by multiplication. According to Empedocles, there arose

from chaos only parts of animals—heads without bodies, arms without

trunks, eyes without faces, and so on—and these whirled about in wild

confusion and flew together as chance directed them. But those

only survived which had united rightly with others so as to form

a whole, capable of life. Translated into the language of our time,

that would mean what I have just said—that, of a large numlier

of organic combinations which arose, only a few, perhaps one, would
possess the marvellously adjusted composition which resulted in life,
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and with it self-maintenance and multiplication ; and that would be

the first instance of selection !

But let us leave these imaginings, and wait to see whether the

chemists will not possibly be able to furnish us with a starting-point

for a more concrete picture of the first origin of life. In the meantime,

we must confess that we find ourselves confronted with deep darkness.

The question as to the ' Where ' of spontaneous generation must
also be left without any definite answer. Some have supposed that

life began in the depths of the sea, others on the shore, and others in

the air. But who is to divine this, when we cannot even name
theoretically the conditions and the materials out of which albuminoid-

like substances might be built up in the laboratory? Nageli's

hypothesis still seems to me to have the greatest probability.

According to his theory, the first living particles originated not in

a free mass of water, but in the reticulated superficial layer of a fine

porous substance (clay or sand), where the molecular forces of solid,

fluid, and gaseous bodies were able to co-operate.

Only so much is certain, that wherever life may first have

arisen upon this earth, it can have done so only in the form of the

very simple and very minute vital units, which even now we only

infer to be parts of the living body, but which must first have arisen

as independent organisms, the ' Biophoridse.' As these, according to

our theory, possessed the character of life, they must have possessed

above all the capacity of assimilating in the sense in which the

plants assimilate, that is, of renewing their bodily substance con-

tinually from inorganic substances, of growing, and of reproducing.

They need not on that account have possessed the chemical constitu-

tion of chlorophyll, although the capacity of assimilation in green

plants depends upon this substance, for we know colourless fungi,

which, notwithstanding the absence of chlorophyll, are able to build

up the substance of their body from compounds of carbon and nitrogen.

The first advance to a higher stage of life must have been brought

about by multiplication, since accumulations of Biophoridse, un-

integrated but connected masses, would be formed.

In this way the threshold of microscopical visibility would

gradually be reached and crossed, but—to argue from the modern

Baccilli—long before that time a difl'erentiation of the biophors on

the principle of division of labour would have taken place within

a colony of Biophoridas. This first step towards higher organization

must probably have taken enormous periods of time, for before any

differentiation could occur and bring any advantage the unintegrated

aggregates of Biophors must first have become orderly, and have

B b a
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formed themselves into a stable association with definite form and

definite structure, somewhat analogous to the spherical cell-colonies

of Magosphcera or Pandorina. Only then was the further step made

of a differentiation of the individual biophors forming the colonj^ and

this is comparable to the species of Volvox among the lower Algee.

The gradual ascent of these colonies of biophors must, then, be

referred to the principles to which we attribute the ascent of the

higher forms of life to ever-higher and ever-new diflPerentiations

;

the principles of division of labour and selection.

These difierentiated colonies of biophors have brought us nearer

to the lowest known organisms, among which there are some whose

existence we can only infer from their pathological efiects, since

we have not been able to make them visible. The bacillus of measles

has never yet been seen, but we cannot doubt its existence, and

we must assume that there are bacilli of such exceeding smallness

that we shall never be able to see them, even with the most improved

methods of staining and the strongest lenses.

These non-nucleated Monera lead on to the stage of nucleus-

formation, and this at once implies the cell. As, on our view, the

nucleus is primarily a storehouse of ' primary constituents ' (Anlagen),

its origin must have begun at the moment at which the differentiation

of the cell-body reached such a degree of differentiation of its parts

that a mechanical division into two halves was no longer possible,

and that the two products of division, if they were each to develop

to a new and intact whole, required a reserve of primordia (Anlagen)

to give rise to the missing parts. As this higher differentiation

would bring about a superiority over the lower forms of life, in that

they would make possible the utilization of new conditions of life,

but on the other hand could only survive if the diflerentiation of

a reserve of primary constituents, that is, a nucleus, were introduced

at the same time, the development of the nucleus can be ranged under

the principle of utility to which we traced back the evolution of

all higher and more differentiated forms of life. But it would

scarcely be profitable to try to follow out in detail the first steps

in the progress of organization under the control of selective processes,

since we know far too little about the life of the simplest organisms

to be able to judge how far their differentiations are of use in impi'ov-

ing their capacity for life.

That would be a bold undertaking even in regard to unicellular

organisms, and it is only in the case of multicellular organisms that

we can speak with greater certainty and really recognize the changing

of the external conditions, in the most general and comprehensive

Digitized by Microsoft®



SPONTANEOUS GENERATION AND EVOLUTION : CONCLUSION 373

sense, as the fundamental cause of the lasting variations of organic

forms. We can here distinguish with certainty between the direct

and the indirect effect of external influences, and we see how these

sources of variation interact upon each other. The lowest and deepest

root of variation is without doubt the direct effect of changed condi-

tions. Without this the indirect effect would have had no lever with

which to work, for the primitive beginnings of variation would
be absent, and an accumulation of these through personal selection

could not take place. It is a primitive character of living substance

to be variable, that is, to be able to respond to some extent to changed
external conditions, and to vary in accordance with them, or—as we
might also say—to be able to exist in many very similar but not

identical combinations of substances, and we must imagine that even

the first biophors which arose through spontaneous generation were

difierent according to the conditions under which, and the substances

from which, they originated. And from each of these slightly different

beginnings there must, in the course of multiplication by fission, have

been produced a whole genealogical tree of divergent variations of

the primitive Biophoridse, since it is inconceivable that all the

descendants would remain constantly under the same conditions of

life under which they originated. For every persistent change in

the conditions of existence, and especially of nutrition, must have

involved a variation in the constitution of the organism, whose vital

processes, and especially the repair of its body, depended on these

conditions.

But the external influences to which the descendants of a

particular form of life were subject never remained permanently

the same. Not only did the surface of the earth and its climatic

conditions change in the course of time with the cooling of the earth,

but mountains arose and were levelled again, old land-surfaces sank

out of sight or emerged again, and so on ; all that, of course, played

its part in the transformation of the forms of life, but did so to any

considerable extent only at a later stage, when there were already

highly differentiated organisms. These unknown primitive beginnings

of life must have been forced to diverge into different variations

through the different conditions of the same place in which they

lived.

Let us think of the simplest microscopic Monera on the mud of

the sea-coast, equipped with the faculty of plant-like assimilation,

and we shall see that their unlimited multiplication would cause

differences in nutrition, for those lying uppermost would be in

a stronger light than those below, and would, therefore, be better
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nourished, and, consequently, would transmit the variations thus

induced to their progeny which arose by fission. Thus it is conceivable

that even the more or less favourable position as regards light would

bring about the origin of two different races from the same parent

form, and as it is conceivable in the case of light, so is it also in

regard to all the influences which cause variation in the organism.

We have already seen that variations in the lowest (non-nucleated)

forms of life caused by the direct influence of the vital processes may
be directly transmitted to the descendants, but that in all those whose

bodies have already difl'erentiated into a germ- or idioplasmic-substanee,

in contrast to a somatic substance in the more restricted sense,

this hereditary transmission is only possible in the case of the

variations of the germ-plasm, and hereditary variations of the species

can only arise by the circuitous route of influencing the germ-plasm.

The body (soma) can be caused to change by external influences,

by the use or disuse of an organ, but variations of this kind are not

transmitted; they do not become a lasting possession of the species,

but cease with the individual ; they are transient changes.

Thus it was only through those external influences—including

those from the soma of the organism itself—which affected the germ-

substance, either as a whole or in certain of its primary constituents,

that hereditarily transmissible variations of the organism arose, and

we have already discussed in detail how particular variational

tendencies may arise through the struggle of the parts within the

germ-plasm, which may give an advantage to certain groups of

primary constituents. And these tendencies are of themselves

suflicient to cause the specific type to vary further and further in

given directions.

Nevertheless, the infinite diversity of the forms of life could

never have been brought about in this way alone, if there had not

been another—the indirect—effect of the changeful external influences.

This is due to the fact that the variations of direct origin sooner

or later obtain an influence in determining the viability of their

possessors, either increasing or diminishing it. It is this, in association

with the unlimited multiplication of individuals, which gives a basis

to the principle of transformation, which it is the immortal merit

of Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace to have introduced

into science: the principle of selection. We have seen that this

principle may have a much more comprehensive meaning than was
attributed to it by either of these two naturalists; that there is

not merely a struggle between individuals which brings about their

adaptation to their environment, by preserving those which vary in
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the most favourable way and rejecting those which vary unfavourably,
but that there is an analogous struggle between the parts of these

uidividuals, which, as Wilhelm Roux showed, effects the adaptation
of the parts to their functions, and that this struggle must be assumed
to occur even between the determinants and biophors of the germ-
plasm. There is thus a germinal selection, a competition between the

smaller and larger particles of the germ-plasm for space and food,

and that it is through this struggle that there arise those definitely

and purposefully directed variations of the individual, which are

transmissible because they have their seat in the immortal germ-
plasm, and without which an adaptation of individuals in the sense

and to the extent in which we actually observe it would be altogether

inconceivable. I have endeavoured to show that the whole evolution

of the living world is guided essentially by processes of selection,

in as far as adaptations of the parts to one another, and of the whole
to the conditions of life, cannot be conceived of as possible except

through these, and that all fluctuations of the organism, from the

very lowest up to the highest, are forced into particular paths by this

principle, by 'the survival of the fittest.' This ends the whole

dispute as to whether there are indifferent ' characters ' which have

no influence on the existence of the species, for even the characters

most indifferent for the ' person ' would not exist unless the

germinal constituents (determinants) which condition them had

been victorious in the struggle for existence over others of their

kind, and even the ' indifferent ' characters, which depend solely upon

climatic or other external influences, owe their existence to processes

of germinal selection, for those elements of the determinants concerned

were victorious which throve best under such influences. But should

variations thus produced by external influence increase so far that

they become prejudicial to the survival of their bearers, then they

are either set aside by personal selection or, if that be no longer

possible, they lead to the extinction of the species. Thus the multitude

of small individual variations, which probably occur in every species,

but which strike us most in Man—the differences in the development

of mouth, nose, and eyes, in the hair, in the colour of skin, &c.,

as far as they are without significance in the struggle for existence

—

depend upon processes of germinal selection, which permitted the

greater development of one group of determinants, or of one kind

of biophor in one case, of another in another. The proportionate

strength of the elements of the germ-plasm is not readily lost at

once, but is handed on to successive generations, and thus even these

' indifferent ' characters are transmitted.
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It is obvious that, if the principle of selection operates in nature

at all, it must do so wherever living units struggle together for the

same requirements of life, for space and food, and these units need

not be persons, but may represent every category of vital units, from

the smallest invisible units up to the largest. For in all these eases

the conditions of the selection-process are given: individual variability,

nutrition, and multiplication, transmission of the advantage attained,

and, on the other hand, limitation of the conditions of existence

—

especially food and space. The resulting struggle for existence must,

in every category of vital units, be most acute between the individual

members of each category, as Darwin emphasized in the case of

species from the very first, and persistent variations of a species of

living units can only be brought about by this kind of struggle.

Strictly speaking, therefore, we should distinguish as many kinds of

selection-processes as there are categories of living units, and these

could not be sharply separated from one another, apart from the fact

that we have to infer many of them, and cannot recognize their

gradations. Here, as everywhere else, we must break up the

continuity of nature into artificial groups, and it seems best to

assume and distinguish between four main grades of selective

processes corresponding to the most outstanding and significant

categories of vital units, namely : Germinal, Histonal, Personal, and
Cormal Selection.

Histonal Selection includes all the processes of selection which
take place between the elements of the body (soma), as distinguished

from the germ-plasm, of the Metazoa and Metaphyta, not only between
the ' tissues ' in the stricter sense, but also between the parts of the

tissues, that is, the lower vital units of which they are composed,

and which Wilhelm Roux, when he published his Kavvpf der Telle

(' Struggle of the Parts '), called ' molecules.' It occurs between all the

parts of the tissues down to the lowest vital units, the biophors.

We must also reckon under histonal selection the processes of selection

which take place between the elements of the simplest organisms,

and through which these have gradually attained to greater

complexity of structure and increased functional capacity. As long

as no special hereditary substance had been differentiated, variations

which arose in the simplest organisms through selection-processes of

this kind were necessarily transmitted to the descendants, but after

this differentiation had taken place this could no longer occur
' acquired

' modifications of the soma were no longer transmitted, and
the importance of histonal selection was limited to the individual.

But this form of selection must be of the greatest importance in
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regard to the adaptations of the parts which develop from the ovum,

especially during the course of development, and it is also in-

dispensable all through life in maintaining the equilibrium of the

parts, and their adaptation to the varying degree of function

required from them (use and disuse). But its influence does not

reach directly beyond the life of the individual, since it can only

give rise to ' transient ' modifications, that is, to changes which cease

with the individual life.

In contrast to this is Germinal Selection, which depends upon the

struggle of the parts of the germ-plasm, and thus only occurs in

organisms with differentiation of somatoplasm and germ-plasm,

especially in all Metazoa and Metaphyta— forming in these

the basis of all hereditary variations. But not every individual

variation to which germinal selection gives rise persists and spreads

gradually over the whole species, for, apart from the cases we have

already mentioned, in which indifferent variations favoured by external

circumstances gain the victory, this happens only if the variations

in question are of use to their bearer, the individual. Any variation

whatever may arise in a particular individual purely through

germinal selection, but it is only the higher form of selection

—

Personal Selection— that decides whether the variation is to persist

and to spread to many descendants so that it ultimately becomes

the common property of the species. Germinal and personal selection

are thus continually interacting, so that germinal selection continually

presents hereditary variations, and personal selection rejects those

that are detrimental and accepts those that are useful. I will not

repeat any exposition of the marvellous way in which personal

selection reacts upon germinal selection, and prevents it from

continuing to offer unfavourable variations, and compels it to give

rise to what is favourable in ever-increasing potency. Although it

apparently selects only the best-adapted persons for breeding, it

really selects the favourable id-combinations of the germ-plasm, that

is, those which contain the greatest number of favourably varying

determinants. We saw that this depends upon the multiplicity of

ids in the germ-plasm, since every primary constituent of the body

is represented in the germ-plasm, not once only, but many times,

and it is always half of the homologous determinants contained in

the germ-plasm of an individual which reach each of its germ-cells,

always, moreover, in a different combination. Thus, with the

rejection of an individual by personal selection, a particular combination

of ids, a particular kind of germ-plasm is in reality removed, and thus

prevented from having any further influence upon the evolution of
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S7S THE KNOMi'l'lON 'PIllKUiV

t-lic ,M|HH'ii'H. \\y this iucmiih j^'cniiiiiiil Mi'lcctiim il.Holl' in \iltiiiinl'i'ly

iiilliicnci'il, ln'i'fUiHo ouly llio.sd iilw roiiKiin uiu'cJoi/IimI in tJit> j^^'im'Iii-jiIumiu

\viu)H(> (IcIiM'iiiiniiiilH uro xjiryiui;' in (lirccliiouH umiiI'iiI I-d (ili(> HpccicM.

TluiH tluM'o conioH about what until r('i'<Mi(,ly wmh lidlicNril to Im(

im[)o,MHililo : i-lic conditioii.s of lil'o j;i\i' rise to UHcful ilircctiouH ol'

v'jiriiitioii, not (lirccdy, cci'tainly, Imt indirectly.

\\'(> luiiy (JiHtin^niisli iiH a I'om'tli uradc of Hclcc^tion ( 'ornial

Si'l(>('('ion, that is, (Jk^ proccMH of Hcli'ciion whicli <>n('ctM tho adaptation

of animal and plant Htock.M or t'orniH, and which dcpcndi-i on (ho

.4trut;'L;'lo ol' the colonieH anion;^' theniHelveM. TIuh dillei'M IVcaii ]ier,Moiial

Hclection only in tha:t it <l(H'iileH, not Irlu^ litnesM ol' the indi\'idna,l

IKTHon, but that of tliu stock as a whole. It i,H a niaitei' ol'

indiU'ereniM^ wlietiuM' tlio wtockH couciM-ned a,)'e Htock.M ill the actual

niaiei'lal h(miho, or only in tliu niota])liorical houho of sharin;;' (he

ciiinnion lii'e of a larn'c I'aniiiy Hepara,ted by divi.Mion ol' labour. In

both ca.HCH, in tlic! polyp-Htock an woll an in th(( lerniite or ant-colony,

(Jie collective n-ei'ni-plaHin, with all itH diirerent ])el'Honal rorniM, in what

is rejected or acc<'pte(l. The diHtincl-ion between thiH cormal Holeciion

and ponsonal selection i.s, thei'(d'or(\ no very dee|i one, lieca,u,Mo hei'o

too it is in tho lone; I'un th(^ two H(^xuaJ a-ninials which are H(^lected,

not indoeil only in rid'erence to their N'iisiblo I'eaiureH, but also in

r(d'(M-enc(^ to their inviHiblo ciia-racterH, thoHC, naiUiely, which d(^ter-

niiiK^ in thoir e'(.i-in-phiHUi Irhe conMl-ltulion of their n(ad,er proe^'ny

or, in th(^ ('a,,se ol' polyjiH, l-lieir aHexually rc|iroduciiijr d(^H(^endantH.

We v(^nturo to niaiid.aiu that ov(^i'ything in the world ol'

oreiuiisuiH that haw )i(^rnianence and Hi^rnidciuKM^ doixiuds n|)on

adaptation, and has ariwon tlirouj;h a HiCtinj;' of tho variatioUH whi(di

preHent(Ml thcniselvcH, that in, tlirouffli Hclecticai. I'A'erythin^j; Ih

adajjiation, I'roni th(^ HuuilioHt and HinijilcHt up l,o tho InreeHt and

most complex, lor if it W('i'(i not it could not endure, but woulil

p(^riHh. Tho principli^ which l<]mpedocl(!H annoiniced, in Iuh own
pecniliar atid FaiitaHtic way, in the dominatinji; one, and I uniHt iiiHiHt

upon what haH bo oft(ui been object(^d to an an (^\a-;;(^•(^raJ.ion - that

evorythinfr depc'udH upon adaptati(ai and is ^(iv(U'ned by procoHHOH of

Hclection. I'''i'<an the lirHt l]e|rinnin^'H of life, up to itH hi^'la^Ht point,

only what in purpoHcful haH ariHcn, bccaiiHe the living unitw at (^very

l!;\ni\i: ar<3 continually bciinj^- nifted a,ccording to tlu^ir utility, and the

(t(^aHolcHH Htruf^fflo for exiHteia^e iH (!ontiiuially ]iroduc.in|; and biA'oiu'inn;

tho tittoHt. Upon thin dependH not only tho inliinte diverHity of the

forriiH of life, but alHo, a,nd chi(^liy, tho cloHcly a„4H<jcia.ted pro^rroHH of

or'^'a,ni/a,tion.

It ca.nnot bo ])rove,d in re/^ard to i'a,cli individual cane, but it ca,n
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be shown in the main that attaining a higher stage in organization

also implies a predominance in the struggle for existence, because it

opens up new possibilities of life, adaptations to situations not

previously utilizable, sources of food, or places of refuge. Thus
a number of the lower vertebrates ascended from the watei- to the

land, and adapted themselves to life on dry land or in the air,

first as clumsily moving salamanders, but later as actively leaping

frogs ; thus, too, other descendants of the fishes gained a sufficient

carrying power of limbs to raise the lightened body from the ground,

and so attained to the rapid walk of the lizards, the lightning-like

leaps of the arboreal agamas, the brief swooping of the flying-dragons,

and ultimately the continuous flight which we find in the flying

Savu'ians and the primitive birds of the Jurassic period, and in the

birds and bats of our own day.

It is obvious that each of these groups, as it originated, conquered

a new domain of life, and in many cases this was such a vast one,

and contained so many special possibilities, that numerous subordinate

adaptations took place, and the group broke up into many species

and genera, even into families and orders. All this did not come

about because of some definitely directed principle of evolution of

a mysterious nature, which impelled them to vary in this direction

and in no other, but solely through the rivalry of aU the forms of

life and living units, with their enormous and ceaseless multiplication,

in the strusfo-le for existence. Thev were, and thev are still, forced

to adapt themselves to every new possibility of life attainable to

them ; they are able to do this because of the power of the lowest

^"ital units of the germ to develop numerous variations ; and they are

obliged to do it because, of the endless number of descendants from

every grade of ^"ital imit, it is only the fittest which survive.

Thus higher types branched ofl' from the lower from time to

time, although the parent type did not necessarily disappear ; indeed

it could not have disappeared as long as the conditions of its life

endured; it was only the superfluous member's of the parent form

that adapted themselves to new conditions, and as, in many cases,

these required a higher org-anization, there arose a semblance of

general upward development which simulated a principle of evolution

always upwards. But we know that, at many points on this long

road, there were stations where individual groups stopped short and

dropped back again to lower stages of organization. This kiad

of retreat was almost invariably caused by a parasitic habit of Hfe,

and in many cases this degeneration has gone so far that it is diflicult

to recognize the relationship of the parasite to the free-living ances-
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tors and nearest relatives. Many parasitic Crustaceans, such as the

Khizocephalids, lack almost all the typical characteristics of the

crustacean body, and dispense not only with segmentation, with

head and limbs, but also with stomach and intestine. As we have

seen, they feed like the lower fungi, by sucking up the juices of

their hosts, by means of root-like outgrowths from the place where

the mouth used to be. Nevertheless, their relationship to the Cirrhi-

pedes can be provetl from their larval stages. There are, however,

parasites in the kidneys of cuttlefish—the DicyemidjB—in regard to

which naturalists are even now undecided whether they ought to

form a lowly class by themselves between unicellular animals and

Metazoa, or whether thej' have degenerated, by reason of their

parasitism, from the flat worms to a simplicity of structure elsewhere

unknown. They consist only of a few external cells, which enclose

a single large internal cell, possess no organs of any kind, neither

mouth nor intestine, neither nervous system nor special reproductive

organs. But although degeneration cannot be proved in this case,

it can be in hundreds of other cases with absolute certainty, as,

for instance, in the Crustacea belonging to the order of Copepods,

which are parasitic upon fishes, in which we find all possible stages

of degeneration, according to the degree of parasitism, that is, to

the greater or less degree of dependence upon the host ; for organs

degenerate and disappear in exact proportion to the need for them,

and they thus show us that degeneration also is under the domination

of adaptation.

Thus retrogressive evolution also is based upon the power of the

living units to respond to changing influences by variation, and upon

the survival of the fittest.

The roots of all the transformations of organisms, then, lie in

changes of external conditions. Let us suppose for a moment that

these might have remained absolutely alike from the epoch of

spontaneous generation onwards, then no variation of any kind and
no evolution would have taken place. But as this is inconceivable,

since even the mere growth of the first living substance must have

exposed the diff'erent kinds of biophors composing it to different

influences, variation was inevitable, and so also was its result—the

evolution of a,n animate world of organisms.

External influences had a twofold effect at every stage upon
every grade of vital unit, namely, that of directly causing variation

and that of selecting or eliminating. Not only the biophors, but

every stage of their combinations, the histological elements, chloro-

phyll bodies, muscle-disks, cells, organs, individuals, and colonies, can
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not onlj- be caused to vaiy bj' the external influences to which they

are subjected, but can be guided by these along particular paths of

variation, so that among the variations which crop up some are

better adapted to the conditions than others, and these thrive better,

and thus alone form the basis of further evolution. In this way
definite tendencies of evolution are produced, which do not, move
blindlj' and rigidly onwards like a locomotive which is bound once

for all to the i-ailroad, but rather in exact response to the external

conditions, like an untrammelled pedestrian who makes his waj-, over

hill and dale, wherever it suits him best.

The ultimate forces operative in bringing about this manj'-sided

evolution are the known—and although we do not recognize it as yet,

perhaps the unknown—ehemico-physical forces which certainly work
only according to laws: and that they are able to accomplish such

marvellous results is due to the fact that thej- are associated in

peculiar and often very complex different kinds of combinations,

and thus conform to the same sort of regulated arrangements as

those which condition the operations of anj- machine made by man.

All complex effects depend upon a co-operation of forces. This is

seen, to begin with, in the chemical combinations whose characters

depend entirely upon the number and arrangement of the elementary

substances of which they consist ; the atoms of carbon, hydrogen, and

oxygen, which compose sugar, can also combine to form carbonic acid

gas and water, or alcohol and carbonic acid gas ; and the same thing

is true if we ascend from the most complex but still inanimate organic

molecules to those chemical conibinations which, in a stiU higher

form, condition the phenomena of life, to the lowest living units,

the biophors. Xot only do these last differ in having life, but

they themselves may appear in numerous combinations, and can

combine among themselves to form higher units, whose characters

and effectiveness wiU depend upon these combinations. Just as

man may adjust various metallic structures, such as wheels, plates,

cylinders, and mainsprings in the combination which we call a watch,

and which measures time for us, so the biophors of different kinds

in the living body may form combinations of a second, third, &:c.,

decree, which perform the different functions essential to life, and

by virtue of their specific, definite combination of elementary forces.

But if it be asked, what replaces human intelligence in these

purposeful combinations of primary forces, we can only answer

that there is here a self-regulation depending upon the characters

of the primary vital parts, and this means that these last are caused

to vary by external influences and are selected by external influences,
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that is, are chosen for survival or excluded from it Thus combina-

tions of living units must always result which are appropriate to

the situation at the moment, for no others can survive, although,

as we have seen, they must arise. This is our view of the. causes

of the evolution of the world of organisms ; the living substance

may be compared to a plastic mass which is poured out over a wide

plain, and in its ceaseless flowing adapts itself to every unevenness,

flows into every hole, covers every stone or post, leaving an exact

model of it, and all this simply by virtue of its constitution, which

is at first fluid and then becomes solid, and of the form of the surface

over which it flows.

But it is not merely the surface in our analogy which determines

the form of the organic world ; we must take account not only of the

external conditions of existence, but also of the constitution of the flow-

ing mass, the living substance itself, at every stage of its evolution.

The combination of living units which forms the organism is different

at each stage, and it is upon this that its further evolution depends

;

this difference determines what its further evolution may be, liut

the conditions of life determine what it mud be in a particular case.

Thus, in a certain sense, it was with the first biophors, originating

through spontaneous generation, that the whole of the organic world

was determined, for their origin involved not only the physical con-

stitution by which the variations of the organism were limited, but also

the external conditions, with their changes up till now, to which

organisms had to adapt themselves. There can be no doubt that

on another planet with other conditions of life other orgariisms would

have arisen, and would have succeeded each other in diverse series.

On the planet Mars, for instance, with its entirely different conditions as

regards the proportions in weight and volume of the chemical elements

and their combinations, living substance, if it could arise at all, would

occur in a different chemical composition, and thus V^e equippc^d with

different characters, and without doubt also with quite different

possibilities of further development and transformation. The highly

evolved world of organisms which we may suppose to exist upon Mars,

chiefly on the ground of the presence of the i-emarkable straight

canals discovered by Schiaparelli, must therefore be thought of as

very different from the terrestrial living world.

But upon the earth things could not have been very ib' Herent

from what they actually are, even if we allow a good deal to cliance

and assume that the form of seas and continents might have been

quite different, the folding of the surface into mountains and valleys,

and the formation of rents and fissures, with the volcanoes that burst
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from them, need not have turned out exactly as it has done. In that

case many species would never havu arisen, but others would have

taken their place ; on the whole, the same types of species-groups

M'ould have succeeded each other in the history of the earth. Let

us suppose that the Sandwich Islands, like many other submarine

volcanoes, had never risen above the surface of the sea, then the

endemic species of snails, birds, and plants which now live there

could not have arisen, and if the volcanic group of the Galapagos

Island.s had arisen from the sea not in their actual situation, but

forty degrees further south or north, or i,ooo kilometres further

west, then it would have received other colonists, and probably fewer

of them, and a different company of endemic species would be found

there now. But there would be terrestrial snails and land-birds none

the less, and on the whole we may say that both the extinct and the

living groups of organisms would have arisen even with different

formations of land and sea, of heights and depths, of climatic changes,

of elevations and depressions of the earth's crust, at least in so far

as they are adaptations to the more general conditions of life and not

to specialized ones. The great adaptation to swimming in the sea,

for instance, must have taken place in any case ; swimming worms,

swimming polyps (Medusas), swimming vertebrates, would have arisen
;

terrestrial animals would have evolved also, on the one hand from

an ancestry of worms in the form of jointed animals and land or

freshwater worms, and again from an ancestry of fishes. Aerial

animals would also undoubtedly have evolved even if the lands

had been quite differently formed and bounded, and I know of no

reason why the adaptation to flight should not have been attempted

in as many different ways as it has actually been by so many different

groups—the insects, the reptiles (the flying Saurians of the Jurassic

period), the extinct Archaiopteryx, the birds, and the bats among

mammals.

We can trace plainly in everj- group the attempt not only to

spread itself out as far as possible over as much of the surface of

the earth as is accessible to it, but also to adapt itself to all possible

conditions of life, as far as the capacity for adaptation suffices. This

is very obvious from the fact that such varied groups have striven

to rise from life on the earth to life in the air, and have succeeded

more or less perfectly, and we can see the same thing in all manner

of groups. Almost everywhere we find species and groups of species

which emancipate themselves from the general conditions of life

in their class, and adapt themselves to very different conditions, to

which the structure of the class as a whole does not seem in the least
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suited. Thus tho mainiiuils arc luug-broatihovs, and tlioir oxtrouiitios

are obviously adapted for locomotion on tho solid earth, yet several

groups have returned to aquatic life, as, for iustanee, tlie I'MUiily ol'

otters and the orders of seals and whales. Thus among insects which

are adapted for direct air-breathing, certain families and stages of

development have returned to aquatic life, and lia.\Hi dex'eloiied

breathing-tubes by means of which they can suck in air from tl\e

surface of the water into their tracheal system, or so-calle<l trat'luv>l

gills, into which the air from tlie M-ater ditt'usos. But tho luost con-

vincing proof of the organism's power of adaptatiitn is to be found

in the fact that the possibility of living parasitically witliin othei'

animals is taken advantage of in the fullest manner, and by the

most diverse groups, and that their bodies exliibit tho most marxoUous

and far-reaching adaptations to tho special conditions pre\'«iling

within the bodies of other animals. We have already roforrod to

the high degree reached by these adaptive changes, how the parasite

may depart entirely from the type of its familj^ or order, so that

its relationship is difficult to recognize. Not only have nmuerous

species of flat worms and round worms done this, but wo iind

numerous parasites among the great class of C/rustaceans : there

are some among spiders, insects, medusoids, and snails, and fchoro

are even isolated cases among lishes.

If we consider the number of obstaeios that liave to bo o\'orcomo

in existence within other animals, and how difficult and how nmch
a matter of chance it must be even to roai^h to such a })lace a.s, for

instance, the intestine, the liver, the lungs, or even the brain or tho

blood of another animal, and when, on the other hand, we know how
exactly things are now regulated for e\'ery parasitic species so that

its existence is securctl notwithstanding its (Iepend(nico upon chance,

we must undoubtedly form a Iiigh estimate of tho jihisticity of the

forms of life and their adaptability. And this impression M'ill only

be strengthonod when we remember tlmt the ma.jorit_y of interna.1

parasites do not pass directly from one host to another, but do so oidy

through their descendants, and that these descendants, too, nnist

undergo the most far-roaching and often une.\pected adaptations in

relation to their distribution, their penetration into a new host, and

their migrations and change of foi-m witliin it, if the existence of the

species is to be secured.

We are tempted to study these reflations more closely; but it is

now time to sum up, and we nnist no longer lose ourselves in wivdth

of detail. JVloi-eovor, the lifo-liistory of many parasites, and of the

tape-worm in particular, is widely known, and any one can easily fill
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up the story, of which we have given a mere outline. I simply wish to

point out that in parasitic animals there is a vast range of forms of life

in which the most precise adaptation to the conditions occurs in almost

every organ, and certainly at every stage of life, in the most con-

spicuous and distinct manner. In the earlier part of these lectures we
gained from the study of the diverse protective means by which plants

and animals secure their existence the impression that whatever is

suited to its end {Das Ziveckmdssige) does not depend upon chance for

its origin, but that every adaptation which lies at all within the

possibilities of a species will arise if there is any occasion for it.

This impression is notably strengthened when we think of the life-

history of parasites, and we shall find that our view of adaptations as

arising, not through the selection of indefinite variations, but through

that of variations in a definite direction, will be confirmed. Adaptations

so diverse, and succeeding one another in such an unfailing order as

those in the life-history of a tape-worm, a liver-fluke, or a Sacculina,

cannot possibly depend upon pure chance.

Nevertheless, chance does play a part in adaptations and species-

transformations, and that not only in relation to the fundamental

processes within the germ-plasm, but also in connexion with the higher

stages of the processes of selection, as I have already briefly indicated.

After the publication of my hypothesis of germinal selection it was
triumphantly pointed out that I had at last been obliged to admit

a phyletic evolutionary force, the ' definitely directed ' variation of

Nageli and Askenazy. This reproach—if to allow oneself to be con-

vinced be a reproach—is based upon a serious misunderstanding.

My ' variation in a definite direction ' does not refer to the evolution

of the organic world as a whole. I do not suppose, as Nageli did,

that this would have turned out essentially as it has actually done,

even although the conditions of life or their succession upon the earth

had been totally different ; I believe that the organic world, its classes

and orders, its families and species, would have diflfered from those

that have actually existed, both in succession and appearance, in pro-

portion as the conditions of life were different. My 'variation in

a definite direction ' is not predetermined from the beginning, is not,

so to speak, exclusive, but is many-sided; each determinant of a

germ-plasm may vary in a plus or minus direction, and may continue

under certain circumstances in the direction once begun, but its com-

ponents, the different biophors, may do the same, and so likewise may
the groups, larger and smaller, of biophors which form the primordia

(Anlagen) of the organs within the germ-plasm. Thus an enormously

large number of variational tendencies is available for every part of

IX. c c
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the complete organism, and as soon a.s a variation would be oi

advantage it arises—given that it is within the possibilities of the

physical constitution of the species. It occurs because its potentialities

are already present, but it persists and follows a definite course

because this is the one that is favoured. In other words, it is

primarily fixed by germinal selection alone, but is then preferred by

personal selection above the \ariants running parallel with it. In my
opinion the definite direction of the chance germinal variations is

determined only by the advantage which it affords to the species with

regard to its capacity for existence. But according to Nageli the

direction of a variation is ([uite independent of its utility, which may
or may not exist. From Niigeli's point of view we could never under-

stand the all-prevailing adaptation, but if the utility of a variant is

itself sufficient to raise it to the level of a persistent variational

tendency, then we understand it.

Years ago (1883) I compared the species to a wanderer who has

before him a vast immeasurable land, through which he is at liberty

to choose whatever path he prefers, and in which he may sojourn

wherever and for as long as he pleases. But although he .may go or

stay entirely of his own free will, yet at all times his going or stay-

ing will be determined—it must be so and cannot be otherwise—by
two factors : first, by the paths available at each place—the variations

which crop up—and secondly, by the prospects each of these avail-

able paths open up to him. He is striving after a restful place of

abode which shall afford him comfortable subsistence, his former

home having been spoilt for him by increasing expensiveness or too

great competition. Even the direction of his first journey will not

depend upon chance, since of the many paths available he will, and

must, choose that which leads to a habitable and not too crowded

spot. If this has been reached—that is to say, if the species has

adapted itself to the new conditions—the colonist sets xip his abode

there, and remains as long as a comfortable existence and a com-

petence are secure ; but if these fail liim, if grain becomes scarce, or

if prices rise, or if a dangerous epidemic breaks out, then he makes

up his mind to wandoi- anew, and once more he will choose, among
the many available paths, that which offers him the prospect of the

speediest and most certain exit from the threatened region, and leads

hiui to another where he may live without risk. There, too, he will

remain as long as he is comfortable and not exposed to want or

danger, for the species as a whole only becomes transformed when it

must. And so it will go on <ul injiiiituvi ; the traveller will, when he is

scared away from one dwelling-place, be able to continue his journey in
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man}- directions, but he Avill ahvays select the one path which offei-s

him the best prospects of a comfortable settlement, and will follow it

onty to the nearest suitable place of abode, and never further. The
transformation of a species only goes on until it has again completely
adapted itself. In this way he will in the coui-se of years have
travei-sed a large number of different places which, taken together,

maj- lie in a strange and unintelligible courae, but this course has
nevertheless not arisen tlrrough a mere wliim, liut through the two-
fold necessity of starting from a given spot—that in which he had
pre\-iously lived—the constitution of the species, and secondly of

choosing the most promising among the many available paths.

But chance does play a part in determining the route of the

traveller, for on it depends the nature of the conditions in the

.surroundings of his previous dwelhng-place, when he is forced to

make another move : for these conditions change, colonies are ex-

tended or depopulated, a town pre\-ious]y cheap becomes dear,

competition increases or decreases, disease breaks out or disappears

;

in short, the chances of a pleasureable sojourn in a particular place

may alter and determine the wanderer who is on the point of leaving

his place of abode to take a different direction from that which he

would probably have chosen, saj', ten yeare earlier.-

The analogy might be carried further, as, for instance, to illustrate

the possibility of a splitting up of the species: we may suppose

that instead of one wanderer there is a pair, who found a family

at their fii-st halting-place. Children and grandchildren grow up in

numbers and food becomes scarce. One part of the descendants still

finds enough to Kve upon, liut the rest set out to look for a new
habitation. In this case, too, many paths, sidewards or backwards,

stand open to the wanderere, but only those paths wiU be actually

and successfully followed by anj^ company of them which will lead to

a habitable place where settlement is possible. If some of the descen-

dants follow paths with no such prospect they will soon turn back

or will succtunb to the perils of the journey.

It seems to me that the contrast between this and Xageli's \-iew

of the transmutation of species is ob\"ious enough. According to him

the wanderer is not free to choose his path, but goes on and on along

a definite railway-line that only diverges here and there, and it

cannot be foreseen whether the track leads to paradisaic dwellings or

to barren wastes—the travellers must just make the best of what

the}' find. They carry a marvellous travelling outfit with them

—

a sort of TmMein, deck' dich—the Lamarckian principle, but the

magic power of this is veiy doubtful, and it will hardly suffice to

c c 2
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guard them against the heat of the deserts, the frost of the Arctic

regions, or the malaria of the marshes into which their locomotive

blindly carries them.

According to my view, the traveller—that is, the species—has

always a large choice of paths, and is able, even while he is on the

waj', to discern whether he has chosen a right or a wrong one ; more-

over, in most cases, one or, it maj' be, a number of the paths lead to

the desired dwelling-place. But it also undoubtedly happens that,

after long wandering and when many regions have been traversed,

a company may finally arrive at a place which is quite habitable and

inviting at first sight, but which is surrounded on several sides by the

sea or by a rushing stream. As long as the soil remains fertile and

the climate healthy all goes well, but when matters change in this

respect, and perhaps the only way back lies through marshes and

desert land and is therefore impassable, then the colony will gradually

die out—that is the death of the species.

But let us now leave our parable and inquire what paths the

organic world has actually taken in its transformations, in what

succession the individual forms of life have evolved from one another

;

in short, how the actual genealogical tree of this earth's animate

population is really constructed in detail. To this I can only reply

that we have many well-grounded suppositions, but only real certainty

in regard to isolated cases. Thus the genealogical tree of the horse

has been traced far back, and a great deal is known of the phjdogeny

of several Gastropods and Cephalopods, but in regard to the genea-

logical tree of organisms as a whole we can onlj' make guesses, many
of which are probable, but are never quite certain. The palseonto-

logical records which the earth's crust has preserved for us for all the

ages are much too incomplete to admit of any certainty. Many
naturalists, notably Ernst Haeekel, have done good service in this

direction, for from what we know of palaeontology, embryology, and

morphology, they have constructed genealogical trees of the different

groups of organisms, which are intended to show us the actual suc-

cession of animal and plant forms. But, interesting as these attempts

are, they cannot for the most part be anything more than guess-

work, and I need not, therefore, state or discuss them here in any

detail, since they can afford us no aid in regard to the problem of the

origin of species with which these lectures are concerned. In regard

to the animal world at least—and the case of plants is probably very

similar—the record of fossil forms fails us at an early stage. Thus

the oldest and deepest strata in which fossils can be demonstrated,

the Cambrian formation, alreadj^ contains Crustaceans, animals at
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a relatively high stage of organization, which must have been pre-

ceded liy a very long series of ancestoi-s of which no trace has been

preserved. The whole basal portion of the animal genealogical tree,

from the lowest forms of life at least up to these primitive Crusta-

ceans, the Trilobites, lies buried in the deepest sedimentary rocks

raised from the sea-floor, the crystalline schists, in which it is

unrecognizable. Enormous pressure and, probably also, high tem-
perature have destroyed the solid parts as far as there were any, and
the soft pai-ts have only left an occasional impression even in the

higher strata.

Thus enormous periods of time must have elapsed from the

beginning of life to the lapng down of that deepest ' Palaeozoic

'

formation, the Cambrian, for not only does the whole chain which
leads from the Biophoridfe to the origin of the first unicellulars fall

within this period, as well as the evolution of these unicellulars them-
selves into their different classes, and their integration into the Gist

multicellulars, but also the evolution of these last into all the main
branches of the animal kingdom as it is now, into Sponges, Starfishes,

and their allies. Molluscs, Brachiopods, and Crustaceans, for all these

branches appear even in the Cambrian formation, and we may
conclude that the worms also, most of which are soft and not Kkely to

be preserved, were abundantly present at that time, since jointed

animals like the Crustaceans can only have arisen from worms.

Moreover, we have every reason for the assumption that Ccelenterates

also, that is to say polyps and medusoids, lived in the Cambrian seas,

because their near relatives with a soKd skeleton, the corals, are

represented in the formation next above, the Silurian. The same

is trae of the fishes, of which the first undoubtedly recognizable

remains, the spines of sharks, have been found in the Silurian.

These two presuppose a long preparatory history, and thus we come

to the conclusion already stated, that aU the branches of the animal

kingdom were already in existence when the earth's crust shut up

within itself the first records available for us of the ancestors of our

modem world of organisms.

Of course at that time the higher branches had only been

represented by their lower classes, and this is true especially of

vertebrates, so that, from the laying down of the Cambrian strata

to the modem world of organisms, a very considerable increase of

complexity in structure and an infinite diversifying of new groups

must have taken place. Amphibians do not appear to have been

present in Cambrian times : reptiles are represented in the Carboni-

ferous strata, but only appear in abundance in Secondary times;
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birds appear first in the Jurassic, but in a very different guise

(A)rh(xopteryx) from the modern forms, covered indeed with feathers,

but still possessing a reptilian tail ; later they occur as toothed birds

in the Cretaceous, and in Tertiary times they have their present form.

The development of mammals must have run almost parallel with

that of birds, that is, from the beginning of Secondary times onwards,

and their highest and last member appears, as far as is known to

research, only in post-Glacial times, in the Diluvial deposits.

To the types which have arisen since the Cambrian period

belongs the class of Insects with its twelve orders and its enormous

wealth of known species, now reckoned at 200,000. Thej- are

demonsti'able first in the De\"onian, and then in the Carboniferous

period, in forms, just as our theory requires, with biting mouth-

organs ; it is not until the Cretaceous strata that insects with purely

suctorial mouth-organs—bees and butterflies—occur, as it was also at

that time that the flowers, which have evolved in mutual adaptation

with insects, flrst appeared.

The number of fossil species hitherto described is reckoned at

about 8o,oco—certainly only a mere fragment of the wealth of forms

of life which have arisen on our earth throughout this long period,

and which must have passed away again ; for very few sjjecies outlive

a geological epoch, and even genera appear only for a longer or

shorter time, and then disappear for ever. But even of many of the

older classes, such, for instance, as the Cystoids among the Echino-

derms of the Silurian seas, no living representative remains ; and in

the same way, the Ichthyosaurs or flsh-lizards of the Secondary times

have completely disappeared from our modern fauna, and many other

animal types, like the class of Brachiopods and the hard-scaled Ganoid

fishes, have almost died out and are r-epresented only by a few

species in specially sheltered places, such as the great depths of the

sea, or in rivers.

Thus an incredible wealth of animal and plant species was
potentially contained in these simplest and lowest ' Biophorids ' which
lay far below the limits of microscopic visibility—an indefinitely

greater wealth than has actually arisen, for that is only a small part

of what was possible, and of M'hat would ha^e arisen had the changes

of life-conditions and life-possibilities followed a different course.

The greater the complexity of the structure of an organism is, the

more numerous are the parts of it which are capable of variation,

and the different directions in which it can adapt itself to new con-

ditions; and it will hardly be disputed that potentially the first

Biophorids contained an absolutely inexhaustible wealth of forms

Digitized by Microsoft®



SPONTANEOUS GENERATION AND EVOLUTION : CONCLUSION 391

of life, and not merely those which have actuallj' been evolved. If

this were not so, Man could not still call forth new animal and plant

foi-ms, as he is continually doing among our domesticated animals and

cultivated plants, just as the chemist is continually 'creating' new
combinations in the laboratory which have probably ne\'er yet

occurred or been formed on the earth. But just as the chemist does

not really ' create ' these combinations, but only brings the necessary

elements and their forces together in such a combination that thej"

must unite to form the desired new body, so the breeder only guides

the variational tendencies contained in the germ-plasm, and con-

sciously combines them to pi-ocure a new race. And what the breeder

does within the nari-ow limits of human power is being accomplished

in free nature, through the conditions which allow only what is tit

to survive and reproduce, and thus bring about the wonderful result

—as though it were guided by a superior intelligence—the adaptation

of species to their environment.

Thus in our time the great riddle has been solved—the riddle

of the origin of what is suited to its purpose, without the co-operation

of purposive forces. Although we cannot demonstrate and follow out

the particular processes of transformation and adaptation in all their

phases with mathematical certainty, we can understand the principle,

and we see the factors through the co-operation of which the result

must be brought about. It has lately become the fashion, at least

among the younger school of biologists, to attach small value to natural

selection, if not, indeed, to regard it as a superseded formula;

mathematical proofs are demanded or, at any rate, desired. I do not

1 >elieve that we shall ever arrive at giving such proofs, but we shall

undoubtedly succeed in clearing up much that now remains obscure,

and in essentially modifying and eori-ecting many of the theories

we have formed in regard to this question. But what has teen

already o-ained must certainly be regarded as an enormous advance

on the knowledge of fifty years ago. We now kiwvj that the modem
world of ororanisms has been evolved, and we can form an idea, though

stUl only an imperfect one. how and tlirough the co-operation of what

factors it could and must have evolved.

When I say mud, this refers only to the course of evolution from

a given beginning : but as to this beginning itself, the spontaneous

generation of the lowest Biophoiids from inorganic material, we are far

from having understood it as a necessary outcome of its causes. And

if we have assumed it as a reasonable postulate, we by no means seek

to conceal that this asstunption is far from implying an understanding

of what the process of biogenesis was. I do not merely mean that
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we do not know under what external conditions the origin of living

matter, even in the smallest quantity, can take place ; I mean,

especially, that we do not understand how this one substance

should suddenly reveal qualities which have never been detected

in any other chemical combination whatever—the circulation of

matter, metabolism, growth, sensation, will, and movement. But

we may confidently say that we shall never be able fully to under-

stand these specific phenomena of life, as indeed how should we,

since nothing analogous to them is known to us, and since under-

standing always presupposes a comparison with something known.

Even although we assume that wo might succeed in understanding

the mere chemistry of life, as is not inconceivable, I mean thejjerpetuwm

mobile of dissimilation and assimilation, the so-called ' animal ' functions

of the living substance would remain uncomprehended: Sensation, Will,

Thought. We understand in some measure how the kidneys secrete

urine, or the liver bile; we can also—given the sensitiveness to stimulus

of the living substance—understand how a sense-impression may be

conveyed by the nerves to the brain, carried along certain lefiux

paths to motor nerves and give rise to movement of the muscles, but

how the activity of certain brain-elements can give rise to a thought
tvhidi, emiaot he compared tvith anythiiii/ material, which is never-

theless able to react upon the material parts of our body, and, as

Will, to give rise to movement—that we attempt in vain to understand.
Of course the dependence of thinking and willing upon a material

substratum is clear enough, and it can be demonstrated with certainty

in many directions, and thus materialism is so far justified in drawing
parallels between the brain and thought on the one hand, and the

kidneys and urine on the other, but this is by no means to say that

we have understood how Thought and Will have come to be. In

recent times it has often been pointed out that the physical functions

of the body increase very gradually with the successive stages of the
organization, and from the lowest beginnings ascend slowly to the
intelligence of Man, in exact correspondence with the height of

organization that has been reached by the species ; that they begin
so imperceptibly among the lower animal forms that we cannot
tell exactly where the beginning is ; and it has been rightly concluded
from this that the elements of the Psyche do not originate in tlie

histological parts of the nervous system, but are peculiar to all living

matter, and it has further been inferred that even inorganic material
may contain them, although in an unrecognizable expression, and that
their emergence in living matter is, so to speak, only a phenomenon
of summation. If we are right in our assumption of a spontaneous
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generation it can hardly be otherwise, but saying this does not mean
that we have understood Spirit, but at most secures us the advantage

and the right of looking at this world, as far as we know it, as a unity.

This is the standpoint of Monism.

The psychical phenomena, which we know from ourselves, and

can assume among animals with greater certainty the nearer they

stand to us, occupy a domain by themselves, and such a vast and
complex one that there can be no question of bringing it within the

scope of our present studies, and the same is true of the phyletic

development of Man. But we must at least take up a position in

regard to these problems, and there can be no question that Man
has evolved from animal ancestors, whose nearest relatives were the

Anthropoid Apes. Not many years ago bony remains of a human
skeleton, or at least of some form very near to modern Man, were

found in the Diluvial deposits of Java, and this has been designated

Pithecanth^'opus erectus, and perhaps rightly regarded as a transition

form between Apes and Man. It is possible that more may yet be

discovered ; but even if that is not so, the conclusion that Man had

his origin from animal forefathers must be regarded as inevitable

and fully established. We do not draw conclusions with our eyes,

but with our reasoning powers, and if the whole of the rest of living

nature proclaims with one accord from all sides the evolution of the

world of organisms, we cannot assume that the process stopped short

of Man. But it follows also that the factors which brought about

the development of Man from his Simian ancestry must be the same

as those which have brought about the whole of evolution : change

of external influences in its direct and indirect effects, and, besides this,

germinal variational tendencies and their selection. And in this con-

nexion I should like to draw attention to a point which has, perhaps,

as yet received too little attention.

Selection only gives rise to what is suited to its end ; beyond that

it can call forth nothing, as we have already emphasized on several

occasions. I need only recall the protective leaf-marking of butterflies,

which is never a botanically exact copy of a leaf, with all its lateral

veins, but is comparable rather to an impressionist painting, in which

it is not the reproduction of every detail that is of importance, but

the total impression which it makes at a certain distance. If we

apply this to the organs and capacities of Man, we shall only expect

to find these developed as far as their development is of value for the

preservation of his existence and no further. But this may perhaps

seem a contradiction of what observation teaches us, that, for instance,

our eyes can see to the infinite distance of the fixed stars, although
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this can be of no importance in relation to the struggle for existence.

But this intensity of the power of vision has obviously not been

acquired for the investigation of the starry heavens, but was of

the greatest value in securing the existence of many of our animal

ancestors, and was not less important for our own. In the same

way our finely evolved musical ear might be regarded as a perfecting

of the hearing apparatus far beyond the degree necessary to existence,

but this is not really the case : our musical ear, too, has been inherited

from our animal ancestor.s, and to them, as to primitive Man, it

\\'as a necessity of existence. It was quite necessary for the animals

to distinguish the higher and lower notes of a long scale, sharply

and certainly, in order to be able to evade an approaching enemy,

or to recognize prey from afar. That we are able to make music

is, so to speak, only an unintentional accessory power of the hearing-

organs, which were originallj^ developed only for the preservation

of existence, just as the human hand did not become what it is

in order to 2^lay the piano, but to touch and seize, to make tools,

and so on.

Mitjst this, then, he true aho of the human mind ? Can -it, too,

only be developed as far as its development is of advantage to Man's

power of survival 1 I believe that this is certainly the case in

a general way ; the intellectual powers which are the common
property of the human race will never rise beyond these limit.s,

liut this is not to say that certain individuals may not be more
highly endowed. The possibility of a higher development of certain

mental powers or of their combinations—whether it be intelligence, will,

feeling, inventive power, or a talent for mathematics, music or painting

—may be inferred with certainty- from our own principles ; for not

onl}^ may the variational tendencies of individual groups of deter-

minants in the germ-plasm be continued for a series of generations

without becoming injurious, that is to say, without being put a stop

to by personal selection, but sexual intermingling alwaj-s opens up the

possibility that some predominantly developed intellectual tendencies

{Anlagen) may combine in one way or another, and so give rise to

individuals of great mental superiority, in whatever direction. In
this way, it seems to me, the geniuses of humanitj' have arisen

—

a Plato, a Shakespeare, a Goethe, a Beethoven. But they do not last

;

they do not transmit their greatness; if they leave descendants at all,

these never inherit the whole greatness of their father, and we can

easily understand this, since the greatness does not depend upon
a single character, but upon a particular combination of iiiany high
mental qualities [Anlagen). Geniuses, therefore, probably never raise
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the average of the race through their descendants; they raise the

intellectual average only through their own performances, by increas-

ing the knowledge and power handed on by tradition from generation

to generation. But the raising of the average of mental capacity,

which has undoubtedly taken place to a considerable degree from the

Australasian aborigines to the civilized peoples of antiquity and
of our own day, can only depend on the struggle for existence

between individuals and races.

But if the human mind has been raised to its present level

through the same slow process of selection by means of which all

evolution has been directed and raised to the height necessary

for the ' desired end,' we must see in this a definite indication that

even the greatest mind among us can never see beyond the conditions

which limit our capacity for existence, and that now and for all time

we cannot hope to understand what is supernatural. We can recognize

the stars in the heavens, it is true, and after thousands of years

of work we have succeeded in determining their distance, their size,

and gravity, as well as their movements and the materials of which

they are composed, but we have been able to do all this with

a thinking power created for the conditions of human existence upon

the earth, that is to say, developed by them, just as we do not only

grasp with our hands, but may also play the piano with them.

But all that involves a higher thinking power that would enable

us to recognize the pseudo-ideas of everlastingness and infinity, the

limits of causality, in short, all that we do not know but regard

as at best a riddle, will always remain sealed to us, because our

intelligence did not, and does not, require this power to maintain

our capacity for existence.

I say this in particular to those who imagine they have summed
up the whole situation when they admit that much is still lacking

to complete knowledge, say, to a true understanding of the powers

of Nature or of the Psyche, but who do not feel that in spite of

all our very considerably increased knowledge we stand before the

world as a whole as before a great riddle. But I say it also to those

who fear that the doctrine of evolution will be the ovex'throw of their

faith. Let them not forget that truth can only be harmful, and may
even be destructive, when we have only half grasped it, or when

we try to evade it. If we follow it unafraid, we shall come now
and in the future to the conclusion that a limit is set to our knowledge

by our own minds, and that beyond this limit begins the region

of faith, and this each must fashion for himself as suits his nature.

In regard to ultimate things Goethe has given us the true formula,
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when the ' Nature-spirit ' calls to Faust, ' Du gleiehst clem Geist, den

Du begreifst, nieht mir
!

' For all time Man must repeat this to

himself, but the need for an ethical view of the world, a religion,

will remain, though even this must change in its expression according

to the advance of our knowledge of the world.

But we must not conclude these lectures in a spirit of mere

resignation. Although we must content ourselves without being able

to penetrate the arcana of this wonderful world, we must remain

conscious, at the same time, that these unfathomable depths exist,

and that we may ' still verehren was unerforschlich ist ' (Goethe). But

the other half of the world, I mean the part which is accessible

to us, discloses to us such an inexhaustible wealth of phenomena,

and such a deep and unfailing enjoyment in its beauty and the

harmonious interaction of the innumerable wheels of its marvellous

mechanism, that the investigation of it is quite worthy to fill our

lives. And we need have no fear that there will ever be any lack

of new questions and new problems to solve. Even if Mankind
could continue for centuries quietly working on in the manifold and

restless manner that has, for the first time in the history of human
thought, characterized the century just gone, each new solution would

raise new questions above and below, in the immeasurable space

of the firmament, as in the world of microscopical or ultramicroscopical

minuteness, new insight would be gained, new satisfaction won,

and our enthusiasm over the marvel of this world-mechanism, so

extraordinarily complex yet so beautifully simple in its operation,

will never be extinguished, but will always flame up anew to warm
and illumine our lives.
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Ceratium, ii. 326.

Chance, elimination sometimes due to,

44, 47-

Characters, purely morphological, ii. 133.
Child, determination of, at fertilization,

ii. 46.

Chromatin, the hereditary substance, 287 ;

grounds for the belief, 337-43.
Chromosomes, their occurrence in vmi-

cellulars, ii. 217 ; simple and plurivalent

( = idants), 349, 350; individuality of,

349 ; number of, in different species,

291 ; indications of complexity of their

structure, 292 ; reasons for their exis-

tence, 303.
Chun, segmentation of the ovum in

Ctenophores, 408 ; Kerguelen cabbage
and rabbits, ii. 362 ; deep-sea investiga-

tion, ii. 322.

Cirrhipeds, 11. 241.

Climate, Influence of. In causing variation,

ii. 269.

Climatic varieties, 11. 269, 272.

Coadaptation, ii. 80 ; in crustaceans, ii.

81 ; in the markings of butterflies, 11.

87 ; in the forelegs of the mole-cricket,

ii. 86.

Cold aberrations In butterflies, trans-

misslbillty of, Ii. 275.

Coloration, animal, its biological import,

58 ; sympathetic In butterflies, 74 ; In

moths, 76 ; of animals in green sur-

rounding, 64 ; of eggs, 60 ; of nocturnal
animals, of polar animals, 64 ; water
animals, 63.

Coloration, shunting backwards of, In the
ontogeny, 73.

Colour-adaptatlon, double, 64, 73 ; colour

change In fishes, amphibians, reptiles

and Cephalopoda, 11. 278.

Combinations of determinants, 11. 40.

Conjugation, in Protozoa, 317 ; in Para-

mecium^ 319.
Conklin, on the behaviour of the centro-

sphere In the ovum of Crepidula, 309,
ii. 41.

Connective tissue of vertebrates, 386.

Constancy and variability, periods of,

ii. 294, 295 ; degree of constancy of

a, character increases with Its age, ii.

200.

Convergence, ii. 323.
Cope, supposed palaeontologlcal proofs fot

the Lamarckian principle, il. 77.

Copernicus, 13.

Copulation of Coccidium proprium, ii. 217.

Correlation of the parts of the body, 41 ;

of determinants of the germ-plasm, ii.

153-

Correns on Xenia, 11. 59.
Corsica, endemic butterflies of, Ii. 285.

Crampton, segmentation in a marine
snail, Ilyanassdj 409.

Crystal animals, sympathetic colouring, 63.
Cultivated plants, asexual reproduction

in, 11. 261.

Cuvler, 16 ; his dispute with St.-Hilaire,

24.

Dahl, the ants of the Bismarck Archi-
pelago, ii. loi.

Danaides, immune butterflies, 94.
Danais erippus and Limenitis archippus (mlmi-

ci-y), 113. 114.

Darwin, Charles, first appearance of Tlie

Origin of Species, 28 ; story of his life, 29.
Darwin, Erasmus, theory of evolution, 17.

Darwin and Nageli, 11. 322.
Darwinian theory, dependence of the
frequency of species on enemies, 47 ;

on external circumstances, 45 ; cor-
relation of parts, 41 ; races of pigeons,

34 ; of domesticated aniijials, 31 ;
geo-

metrical ratio of Increase, 46 ; struggle
for existence, 47 ; struggle between.
Individuals of the same species, 52;
artificial selection, 39 ; natural selection,

42 ; affects all parts and stages, 54

;

variation, 43 ; summary, 55 ; origin of
flowers, 183

;
pangenesis, ii. 62.

Death, natural, 260.

Degeneration of a tj'pical organ not an
ontogenetic but a phylogenetie process,
ii. 91 ; of disused parts, ii. n6.

Delage, the germ-substance, 401 ; 'a port-
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manteau theory,' ii. 3 ; experimpnts
with sea-urchins, 342.

Desert animals, sympathetic colouring in,

62.

Determinants, active and passive state,

380 ; controlling the cells, 381
;
proofs of

their existence, 361, 371, 408 ; in limbs
of Arthropods, 361 ; liberation of, 382

;

size and number, 369.
Determinates, 355.
Deutoplasm, 280.

Dewitz, degeneration of wings in the
ontogeny of worker-ants, ii. 90.

Diatoms, ii. 324.
Dimorpliism, sexual, its idioplasmatic

cause, 388.

Disappearance of disused parts, ii. 135 ;

unequal rate of, ii. 129.

Dividing apparatus of the ovum, 288, 308.

Division, proof of dift'erential nuclear
division {Phylloxera), sti ; multiplication
by division, ii. i.

Dixon, isolation as a condition of species

formation, ii. 284.

Doderlein, increase of characters in dilu-

vial forms, ii. 139.

Dog, breeds of, 31 ; attachment to man,
ii- 73-

Driesch, 'prospective' importance of a cell,

378, 408.

Dzierzon, discoveiy of parthenogenesis in

bees, 303.

Echinoderms, mesoderm cells of, 386, 387.

Ectocarpus, 334.
Egg-cell, form and structure, 280 ; its

migrations, 281.

Ehrlich, experiments with ricin and abrin,

ii. 106.

Eigenmann, on blind cave-salamanders,

ii. 347 ; on species of Leptocephalus, ii.

133-

Eisig, on symbiosis, 162.

Elimination, ratio of, 47.

Elymnias, a genus of mimetic butterflies,

103.

Emery, on extinction of species, ii. 357 ;

on Colohopsis truncata, ii. 96 ; on germinal
selection, ii. 139 ;

' mixed ' forms in

ants, ii. 93 ; variation of homologous
parts, ii. 189.

Empedocles, 9 ; ii. 370, 378.

Endemic species, ii. 283.

Endres, 'prospective' significance of the

blastomeres of the ovum of the frog, 407.

Epigenesis and evolution, 350.

Epilepsy, artificial, in guinea-pigs, ii. 67.

Equilibrium between species of a region.

49-
Evolution, phyletic, ii. 332 ;

paths of,

ii. 381 ; forces of, ii. 381 ; mechanism
of, 353 ; facts of, 406.

Evolution, progressive, attempt of species

to extend its range, ii. 383 ; unlimited
diversityofformsoflife, ii. 391 ;

parable

of the traveller, ii. 386.

Evolution theory, general meaning of, 6;
' prospective ' import of the cell, 378.

Exner, electric adaptation of the fur of

mammals and feathers of birds, ii. 316 ;

vision of insects, 216.

Eye-spots, 69 ; ii. 179.

Falkland Islands, influence of climate on
cattle and horses, ii. 268.

Feathers, regarded as an adaptation, ii.

316.

Fertilization, process of, 286 ; in lichens,

313 ; in Aacaris, 296 ; in the sea-urchin
ovum, 293 ; in Phanerogams, 313 ; in

higher plants, ii. 251 ; importance of the
chromatin, 290; conjugation, 317; the
centrosphere the dividing apparatus of

the cell, 289 ; chromatin the hereditary
substance, 287 ; differentiation of in-

dividuals among the Protozoa, 322
;

number of chromosomes reduced to half,

297 ; njle of the centrosphere, 308

;

summary of process of fertilization, 343.
Fischel, segmentation of the Ctenophore
ovum. 408 ; regeneration of the lens in

Triton, ii. 20.

Fischer, E., experiments with butterfly
pupiie in low teniperature, ii. 275.

Flowers, origin of, 179 ; adaptation to

insects, 189 ; in Arixtolochia, Pinguicula,

and Baplini; 186 ; colour as an attx'ac-

tion to insects. 195 ; collecting apparatus
of bee, 193; cross-fertilization, means for

securing, 182 ; in Salvia, 183 ; lousewort,

184 ; flowers adapted to fly-visits, 185 ;

orchids, 187 ; deceptive flowers, Ctjpri-

pediinn, 200 ; fertilization of Yucca, 202
;

imperfection of adaptation a proof of

origin through selection, 204 ; mouth-
parts of insects. i8g ; bee, 172; butter-

fly, 193 ; cockroach, 191 ; wind-polli-

nation. 182.

Forel. Auguste, alarm-signals in ants, ii.

83.

Fraisse, on regeneration, ii. 30.

Function, passively functioning parts in
relation to the lamarckian principle,

ii. 77 ; harmonious adaptation in these,

ii. 81.

Fungi, reproduction of, ii. 267.

Fur of mammals, adaptation to the con-

ditions of life, ii. 269.

Galapagos Islands, fauna ot^ ii. 283, 292.

Galileo, Galilei, 13.

Galls, plant, 385 ; ii. 271.

Gall-wasps, reproduction of, ii. 245.

Galton, Francis, on continuity of the
germ-plasm, 411 ; on inheritance of

talents, ii. 150 ; curves of frequency,

ii. 206 ; doubt of the Lamarckian prin-

ciple, 242.

Genius, human, ii. 394.
Germ - cells, and somatic cells, 411;
development of, 410 ; tlieir mutual
attraction, ii. 230.

Digitized by Microsoft®



400 INDEX

Germinal infection, ii. 69.

Germinal Selection, ii. 113 ; influenced by
personal selection, ii. 155 ; relation of

determinants to determinates, ii. 153

;

combination of mental gifts, ii. 150

;

influence of amphimixis, ii. 125 ; in-

fluence of the multiplicity of ids, ii. 124

;

objections on the score of smallness of

the substance of the germ-plasm, ii. 156;
degeneration of a species through culti-

vation, ii. 144 ; there are only plus and
minus variations, ii. 151 ; excessive in-

crease of variations, ii. 139 ; basis of

sexual characters, ii. 135 ; its sphere
of operation, ii. 127 ; small hands and
feet in the higher classes, ii. 147 ; cli-

matic forms, ii. 134 ; bud-variations, ii.

141 ;
play of forces in the determinant

system, ii. 154; artificial selection, ii. 123;
short-sight, ii. 146 ; milk-glands, ii. 147 ;

deformities, ii. 137 ; muscular weakness
in the higher classes of men, ii. 147 ;

positive variation, ii. 122 ; regulated by
personal selection, ii. 131 ; source of
purely morphological characters, ii. 132

;

disappearance of disused parts, ii. 119,

129 ; self-regulation of the germ-plasm,
ii. 128 ; specific talents, ii. 149 ; sport-

variations, ii. 140 ; spontaneous and
induced, ii. 137 ; excessive increase of

a variation tendency, ii. 130 ;
prepon-

derance of panmixia, ii. 120 ; origin of

secondary sexual characters, ii. 143.

Germinal vesicle, 295.
Germ-plasm, conception of, 410 ; con-

tinuity of, 411; at once variable and
persistent, ii. 220 ; disintegration of,

in ontogeny, 379 ; nutritive variations
vyithin the, 379 ; structure of the, 373 ;

variation of, due to environment, ii. 267 ;

to nutrition, ii. 268.

Germ-plasm theory, 345 ; accessory idio-

plasm, 383 ; active and passive state of

determinants, 379 ; connective tissue-

cells, 386 ; determinants and determi-
nates, 355 ; lithium-larvse, 383 ; ids,

conception of, 349 ; idants, 349 ; male
and female ids, 389 ; mesoderm cells of

sea-urchin, 387 ;
plant-galls, 385 ;

poly-
morphism, 390 ;

proofs of existence of

determinants (Lyeama agestis, insect

metamorphosis, &c.), 356 ; sexual di-

morphism, 388.

Germ-tracks, 411.

Gesner's Book of Animals, 13.

Godelmann, regeneration of Phasmids,
ii. 28 n,

Goebel, 269.

Goethe, ai-chetypal animal and plant, 18.

Green animals, 64.

Gruber, A., regeneration experiments on
the Protozoa, 340.

Guignard, fertilization of Phanerogams,
315-

Gulick, snails in the Sandwich Islands,

ii. 329.

Haase, Erich, on Pharmacopagae, loi ; on
mimicry, 104.

Haberlandt, protection of leaves, ii. 133 ;

Auxo-spores, ii. 221.

Haeckel, Ernst, fundamental biogenetic
law, ii. 173 ; monogonyand amphigony,
267 ;

palingenesis and coenogenesis, ii.

173 ;
genealogical trees, ii. 388.

Hacker, Valentin, importance of the
nucleolus, 287 ; separateness of paternal
and maternal nuclear substance during
development, ii. 42 ;

process of nuclear
division, 291.

Hahnel, observations on the enemies of

butterflies. 154 ; lizards and birds as

enemies of butterflies, 97, 98.

Haller, 267.
Harmony, pre-established, apparently

existing in development, ii. 309.
Hartog, views on amphimixis, 334 ; ii. 194.

Haycraft, on the equalizing eifect of am-
phigony, ii. 203.

Heidenhain, theory of mitotic division,

291.

Heider, on the intimate processes of seg-

mentation of the ovum, ' i*egulation

'

and * mosaic ' ova, 409.
Heliconiidae, first example of immune

butterflies, 91.
Henslow, on purely morphological specific

differences, ii. 308.
Herbst, lithium-larvae, 383 ; ii. 277.
Hereditary sequence, alternation of, ii. 50.

Hering, his reasons for assuming the
inheritance of functional modifications,
ii. no.

Hermaphroditism in flowers, ii. 250 ; in
animals, ii. 239 ; advantages of, ii. 239.

Herrich-Schiifer, on mimicry, 105.
Hertvvig, O., fertilization of sea-urchin

eggs, 293 ; theory of development, 354 ;

differential cell-division, 376 ; inherit-
ance of functional modifications, ii. 106

;

maturation divisions of the sperm-cells,

300.

Hertwig, E., chromosomes in Actino-
sphserium, ii. 216.

Heterogony, ii. 244.
Heteromorphosis, Loeb on, ii. 7.

Heterostylism, ii. 254.
Heterotopia, 365, 367.
Hiras(5, fertilization of Phanei-ogams,

313-

Histonal selection, 240 ; and personal
selection, 280.

Hiibner, O., expei'iments on regeneration
in Volvox, ii. 4.

Humming-birds, species fixed by isolation,

ii. 290.

Hyatt, Alpheus, the snail-strata of Stein-
heim, ii. 305.

Hybrids, ii. 60 ; of pigeons, 34 ;
plant, ii.

57-
Hydra, regeneration in, ii. 4.

Hydroid polyps, development of germ-
cells in, 411.
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Idants, 349.
Ids, 349 ; male and female, 389 ; mimicry

a proof of the existence of, 390.
Immortality, potential, of the Protozoa,

260.

Immunity of butterflies, 99.
Imperfection of adaptation, 203.
Inbreeding, evil consequences of, ii.

231.

Infection of the germ, ii. 69.

Infusorians, experiments of Maupas on,

328; Calkins on, 329 ; differentiation of
nucleus into macro- and micro-nucleus
a means of compelling conjugation, 334.

Inheritance, of acquired characters, ii. 62
(see also Lamarckian principle) ; of func-
tional modifications, ii. 64 ; of mutila-
tions disproved, ii. 65 ; from parent to
child, ii. 38 ; hereditary substance, 288,

341 ; preponderance of one parent, ii.

47 ; alternation in ontogeny, ii. 48.

Instinct, 141, ii. 70 ; will and, 152.
Instincts, aberrant, 149 ; attachment of

dog, ii. 73 ; change of, in Eristalis, &e.

,

150 ; egg-laying of butterfly, 159 ; exer-

cised only once, 155 ; ii. 75 ;
' feigning

death,' 145 ; imperfectly adapted, 152
;

inheritance of, ii. 72 ; masking of crabs,

145 ; material basis of, 142 ; monophagy
of caterpillars, 146 ; new in domesti-
cated animals, ii. 73 ; nutritive, 146

;

in Ephemerids and sea-cucumbers, 148
;

in predatory fishes, 149 ; origin of, ii. 70 ;

pupation of butterflies, 156 ; self-pre-

servation of, 144 ; wild animals on
lonely islands, ii. 73.

Intra-selection (histonal selection), 240.

Ischikawa, on chromosomes in unicellu-
lars, ii. 216 ; on the conjugation of

Noctiluca, 317 ; ii. 42.

Island faunas, ii. 283.
Isolated regions, ii. 284.

Isolation, favours species-formation, ii.

383 ; relative, ii. 350 ; snails on the
Sandwich Islands, ii. 292.

Jilger, Gr., on the continuity of the germ-
plasm, 411.

Japanese cock, 356.

Kaleidoscope, transformation resembles a,

ii. 307.
Kallima, mimicry of leaf, 83, 236, 237.

Karyokinesis, 290.

Kathariner, birds as enemies of butter-

flies, 97.
Kennel, birds as enemies of butterflies,

97-
Kerner von Marilaun, Alpine plants, 122

;

influence of hybridization on the forma-

tion of new species, ii. 352.

Knowledge, limits of, ii. 392.

KOhler, on scent-scales in the Lycsenidas,

37°-
Koshewnikow, on the influence of royal

food on drone-larvae, ii. 92.

Kiikenthal, on the fur of aquatic mam-
mals, ii. 270.

Lamarck, theory of development, 21 ; on
limits of genera and species, ii. 306.

Lamarckian principle, ii. 62 ; Lamarck
regarded inheritance offunctional modi-
fications as a matter of course, 241 ;

cleaning apparatus of bees, ii. 84 ; claw
of crustacean, ii. 85 ; Darwin's attitude

to, 242 ; facts (foreleg of mole, cricket,

&c.), ii. 86 ; Galton's attitude to, 242
;

Bering's view, ii. 109 ; 0. Hertwig's
view, ii. 106 ; neuters among ants and
bees, ii. 89; phyletic development,
ii. 77 ; skeleton of Arthropods, ii. 82

;

stridulating organs, ii. 83 ; theoretical
impossibility of, ii. 107 ; variation
of passive parts, ii. 77 ; venation of
butterfly's wing, ii. 87 ; Zelinder's de-
fence of, ii. 99.

Lathrwa, 135.

Lauterborn, on amphimixis in diatoms,
ii. 216.

Leaf-imitation, in Locustidse, 88 ; in
moths, 87 ; in butterflies, 83, 357-61

;

in AnEea species, ii. 310.
Lepus vm-iabilis, 62 ; ii. 344, 350.
Leeuwenhoek, first use of the microscope,

14.

Lexickart, Trkhosommn ei'assicauda, with
dwarf males, 227 ; structure of snails,

ii. 301.

Leuckart and von Siebold, 333.
Leydig, regeneration of the lizard's tail,

ii. 30.

Liberation of the determinants in on-
togeny, 382-6

;
quality of nutrition as

a liberating stimulus in bees and ants,

ii. 92.
Liebig, theory of the origin of life, ii. 365.
Limits of knowledge detei-mined by selec-

tion, ii. 394.
Linnfi, conception of species, 14.

Lloyd Morgan, artificially induced in-

stincts, ii. 72.

Loeb, experiments on regeneration, ii. 6, 7 ;

the cell-nucleus as an organ for oxida-

tion, ii. 31.

Luminous organs in deep-sea animals,

ii. 321.

MacCuUock, autotomy, ii. 19.

Machairodus, ii. 358.
Mammals, adaptation to aquatic life,

ii- 333-
Maturation divisions, ii. 40 ; in plants,

315 ; in the ovum, 298 ; in the sperm,

301 ; influence of, ii. 44.

Maupas, intimate processes of conjuga-

tion, 319 ; conjugation of Infusorians,

329-
Medium, influence of, ii. 267.

Mendel's Law, ii. 57.

Merogony, fertilization of non-nucleated
pieces of ovum, 343.

II. Dd
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Merrifield, temperature- experiments with
PoJyommatus j^hkeas, ii. 273 ; cold experi-
ments with Vanessa, ii. 274.

Meyer, Hermann, architecture of the
bone spongiosa, 246.

Mimicry, gi ; in beetles, bees, ants, &c.,

116 ; in butterflies does not affect cater-
pillar or pupa, 104 ; in both sexes, 96

;

in vertebrates, 117 ; degree of resem-
blance to model, 104; Elymnias undularis,

io5 ; Papilio merope, 108 ; P. turnus, 1 10
;

same effect produced in different ways,
105 ; several imitators of one immune
species, loi ; species of genera which
needprotectionimltate differentimmune
models, 102 ;

' rings' of mimetic species,

112; rarity of mimetic species, 108;
wide divergence of mimetic species
from their congeners, 115.

Mitosis, 288.

Mabius, 296.
Monism, 393.
Monogony, 266.

Montgomery, on reduction of the chromo-
somes, ii. 43.

Morgan, experiments on regeneration,
ii. 15.

Morphological characters, dependent on
germinal selection, ii. 132 ; discussion
as to indifferent characters, ii. 132,

309.
Mortality of multicellular organisms, 260

;

causes of this, 263.

Morton, Thomas, on degeneration in the
children of alcoholics, ii. 69.

Moths, protective coloration in, 80.

Miiller, Fritz, scent-scales, 217 ; on mimi-
cry, III

;
plants and ants, 171 ; relation

between ontogeny and phylogeny, ii.

160.

Miiller, Johannes, the vision of insects,

£l6.

Musical sense in man, ii. 148.

Mutation theory of de Vries, ii. 317.
Mutilations, supposed inheritance of, ii.

65-

Mutual sterility, of no great importance
in connexion with lasting variation,

349-

Niigeli, Carl von, on the definite directions
of variations, ii. 306, 385 ; objection
to origin of flowers through selection,

ig8 ; on the difference in size between
egg and sperm, 337 ; his liieracium

experiments, ii. 272 ; Nageli's view and
Darwin's reconciled through germinal
selection, ii. 334 ; number of smallest
vital units in a ' moneron,' ii. 368.

Nathusius, inbreeding experiments, ii.

231.
Natural Selection, not directly observable,

58 ; under the influence of isolation, ii.

292.

Neo-Lamarclsism, 243.
Neotaxis, ii. 40.

Nerve-tracks in relation to instincts, ii.

71-

Normal number of a species, 45.
Notodonta, protective coloration in, 80.

Nuclear division, process of, 289 ; integral

and differential, 374, 377.
Nussbaum, M., regeneration-experiments

in Protozoa, 340 ; on the continuity of

the germ-cells, 411 ; infection of the
ovum in Hydra, ii. 68,

Nutrition, influence of, on variation, ii.

267 ; relation between nutrition and
the number in a species, 45.

Oken's ' Naturphilosophie,' 21.

Omnipotence of selection, ii. 348.
Ontogenesis, relation to phylogenesis, ii.

159 ; shunting back of the phyletic

stages in embryogenesis, ii. 176 ; con-
densation of phylogeny in ontogeny,
ii. 186.

Orchids, fertilization of, ii. 256.
Organs, rudimentary, ii. 226.

Origin of flowers, see Flowers.
Osborn, supposed palseontological proofs

for the Lamarckian principle, ii. 77.

Ovaries, 282.

Ovogenie determinants, 388.

Ovum, maturation of, 295.

Packard, disappearance of useless parts,

129.

Palingenesis, ii. 173,
Pandorina, reproduction of, 257, 293.
Pangenesis, ii. 62.

Panmixia, ii. 114.

Papilio meriones, 108, 427 ; P. turnus, no.
Parasites, power of adaptation in, ii. 384.
Parthenogenesis, discovery of, 303 ; ex-

ceptional and artiflcial, 307; facultative
in bees, ii. 235; receptaeulum seminis
in Cypris-species without males, 326,
ii. 234; advantages of, ii. 243; its effects

compared with those of inbreeding,
ii. 233 ; alternation of, with bisexual
generations (heterogony), ii. 243,

Personal selection, indirect effects of, ii.

200.

Petrunkewitsch, A,, maturing divisions
in the ovum of the bee, 306, 336.

Pfeffer, role of malic acid in the fertiliza-

tion of ferns, 273.
Pfltiger and Born, experiments in hybri-

dization, ii. Q32.
Phasmids, regeneration in, ii. 17.

Phylloxera, reproduction in, ii. 249.
Phylogenetic variation of butterfly and

caterpillar independent of each other,
362.

Phylogeny. condensation of, in ontogeny,
ii. 186.

Fhysiologus, 11.

Pictet, turban eyes in male Ephemerids,
229.

Pigeons, breeds of, 34.
Plants, fertilization of the higher, ii, 250

;
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carnivorous, 132 ; Aldrovandia, 138

;

Diorxca, 138; Droseia. 136; Latlmva,

135 ; Nei:enihes, 134 ; Pinguicida, 135

;

Utrimlaria, 133.
Plant-galls, ii, 270.
Plastogamy a preliminary stage to fertili-

zation, ii. 220.
Pliny, II.

Polar bodies, 294.
Polymorphism, its iclioplasmio roots, 390.
Polyomniatus plilwas, dimorphism of cater-

pillars, 363 ; climatic varieties, ii. 272.
Postgeneration (Roux), 407.
Pouchet, spontaneous generation, ii. 366.
Poulton, on facultative colour adaptation

in caterpillars, ii. 278 ; on mimicry, 105.
Prediction on the basis of the evolution

theory, 3.

Preformation and Epigenesis, 351.
Primordial males among Cirrhipeds, ii.

242.
Protective arrangements in plants, 119 ;

Alpine plants, 126; chemical substances,

128 ; ethereal oils, 128 ; hairs, 122

;

poisons, 120; Raphides, 129; 'Prigana
scrub,' 126; against small enemies, 127 ;

Tragacanth, 124.

Protective colouring, rule of light in, 78

;

KalUma, 83 ; Notodonta, 80 ; Xylina, 82.

Protective marking in caterpillars, 67.
Protozoa, chromosomes in, ii. 216.

Quetelet, amphigony preserves the mean
of the species, ii. 204.

Races, development of, depending on
adaptation, ii. 335; dependent on ger-

minal selection, ii. 144.

Eadiolarians, skeleton of, ii. 324.

Rand, experiments on regeneration in

Hydra, ii. 5.

Rath, 0. von, on the influence of royal

food on drone-larvse, ii. 91.

Ray, John, conception of 'species,' 14.

Reactions, primary and secondary, ii. 277.

Reducing divisions, see Maturation divi-

sions.

Regeneration, ii. i ; atavistic, ii. 30

;

autotomy, ii. 16 ; in birds, ii. 14 ; in

Hydra, ii. 4 ; in Hydroid polyps, ii. 9 ;

in plants, ii. 9. 32 ; in Planarians, ii.

6, 13 ; in starfishes, ii. 30 ; in Ver-

tebrates, ii. 10 ; of the lens in Triton,

ii. 19; a phenomenon of adaptation,

ii. 9 ; nuclear substance the first organ

of, ii. 31 ;
phyletic origin of, ii. 23 ;

disappearance of the power of, ii. 16
;

and budding, ii. 31 ; relation of, to

liability of part to injury, ii. 7 ; not

always purposive, ii. 25.

Reinke, objections to the ' machine
theory' of life, 402 ; on regeneration, 32.

Rejuvenescence, theory of, 325-8.

Reproduction, adaptation of the germ-

cells, 277 ; asexual, ii. 259 ;
structure

of the ovum, 280 ; of the bird's egg,

285 ; zocsijcrm, 273 ; in Amoeba?, 253 ;

in Xnfusorians, 254 ; in Pandorina morum,
257, 269 ; in fungi, 267 ; by means of
germ-cells, 266; differentiation ofgerm-
cells into male and female, 267 ; by divi-

sion, 264 ; two kinds of eggs in same
species, 282 ; nutritive ovum cells,

283 ; introduction nf death into the
living world, 261 ; contrast between
reproductive and body cells in the
Metazoa, 256 ; budding and division in
theMetazon, 264 ;

potential immortality
of the Protozoa, 260 ; sperm and ovum
in Algie, 272 ; in Volvox, 265, 271 ;

zoosperms of Ostracods, 275 ; different
kinds of spermatozoa, 278.

Reproductive cells, development of, 410
;

in Diptera, 471 ; in Hydroid polyps,

413-
Reversion, ii. 53 ; in doves, ii. 55 ; in the

horse, ii. 55.
Riley, fertilization of the Yucca by a
moth, 202.

Ritzema Bos, experiments on mice, ii. 65,
66.

^Romanes, isolation theory, ii. 284 ;
phy-

siological selection, ii. 337 ;
panmixia,

ii. 115.

Rosenthal, experiments with mice, ii. 65,
66.

Roux, Wilhelm, Mosaic theory, 379

;

struggle of the parts, 244 ;
postgenera-

tion, 407.
Riickert, the nuclear substances in

Copepods, ii. 42.

Rudimentaiy organs in man, ii. 226.

St.-Hilaire, unity of type, 18.

Samassa, segmentation of the frog's egg,

407.
Sarasin, snails of Celebes, ii. 299.
Saiurnia, pupation of, 158.

Schaudinn, fertilization in Coccidia, ii.

214 ; maturing division in Sun-animal-
cule, 318.

Schimper, plants and ants, 171.

Schleiden and Schwann, discovery of the
cell, 26.

Sclunankewitsch, experiments with
Artemia, ii. 277.

Schmidt, Oscar, ii. 324.

Schneider, discovery of the ' spindle-figure

'

of nuclear division, 289.

Schtitt, Diatoms, ii. 325.

Schwarz, Ostracods, 276.

Segmentation-cells in animal ova, their

prospective importance, 406.

Seitz, a case of mimicry, 114.

Selection-processes, grades of, ii. 265

;

evolution guided by, ii. 298.

Selection, sexual, 210-39 i
absence of

secondary sexual characters in the lower
animals, 231 ; adaptations for seizing

the females, 229 ; choice on the part of

the females, 214 ; odours and scent-
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scales, 217 ; song of cicadas and birds,

221; superfluity of males, afs ; weapons
for the struggle for mates, 228 ; sum-
mary, 238.

Selection value, ii. 132, 311.

Self-fertilization in plants, ii. 252 ; con-

tinued influence of, ii. 257 ;
alternation

of self- with cross-fertilization, ii. 241.

Self-preservation, instinct of, 144.

Sex-cells, mutual attraction of, ii. 228.

Sex, determination of, 377 ; ii. 44.

Sexual characters, secondary, have their

roots in germinal selection, ii. 130, 143,

289-91, 378.
Sexual selection, see Selection, sexual.

Sexual selection through isolation, ii. 289.

Short-sight, ii. 146.

Siedlecky, copulation in CoccicUum pro-

prium, ii. 218.

Simroth, ii. 302.

Slevogt, on birds as enemies of butterflies,

97-
Sluiter, on symbiosis, 167.

Smerinthus, markings of the caterpillars,

ii. 177, 184.

Snail-strata of Steinheim, ii. 305.
Sommer, on artificial epilepsy in guinea-

pigs, ii. 68.

Special investigation, period of, 25.

Species, the, a complex of adaptations and
variations, ii. 307.

Species-colonies, ii. 280.

Species, extinction of, ii. 337 ; dying out
of the large animals of Central Europe,
ii. 361 ; extinction due to cultivation, ii.

360 ; to unlimited variation, ii. 357 ;

Machairodus, ii. 358 ; lower types more
capable of adaptation than higher, ii.

359 ; extinction of flightless birds, ii.

360.
Species-formation, ii. 299 ; favoured by

isolation, ii. 284 ; snails of Celebes, ii.

219 ; without amphigony in lichens, ii.

343 ; without isolation in Lepus variabilis,

ii. 344 ; Peridinese, ii. 325 ; protective
coloration in butterflies, ii. 310 ; the
Steinheim snail-strata, ii. 315; telescope

eyes in deep-sea animals, ii. 323 ; typical

species, ii. 304 ; variation in definite

directions, ii. 306 ; the bird as a complex
of adaptations, ii.. 316 ; the whale as a
complex of adaptations, ii. 313 ; mutual
fertility between many plant-species, ii.

34°-
Species, variable and constant, ii. 286.

Specific type, its occurrence favoured by
germinal variation, ii. 333, 334 ; by
natural selection, ii. 334 ; origin of the,

ii- ^99, 332-5-
Spencer, Herbert, germinal substance com-
posed of homogeneous particles, 355 ;

on 'units,' the smallest vital particles,

369 ;
protective adaptations in plants to

be referred to selection, ii. 77.

Spermaries, 282.

Spermatozoa, see Zoosperms.

Sperm-cells, 272.

Spermogenic determinants, 388.

Sphingidse, caterpillars of the, biological

value of their markings, 73 ; ontogeny
and phylogeny of the markings, ii. 177.

Sphinx convolvidi, double adaptation of the

caterpillar, 71, 72 ; S. euphorbia', var.

Nicaia, purely local form of caterpillar,

362.

Spontaneoiis generation, ii. 410 ; conditions

necessary, ii. 370 ; onlypcssibleasregards

invisible minute organisms, ii. 369 ; the

'where' of, ii. 371; impossibility of

proving or disproving it experimentally,

ii. 366.
Sprengel, fertilization of flowers, 180.

Standfuss, cold experiments with butterfly

pupse, ii. 275.
Steinheim snail-strata, ii. 305.

Steller's sea-cow {Ehijiina stetleri), ii. 74.

Stick-insects, 88.

Strasburger, fertilization of Phanerogams,
314-

Stuhlmann, zoosperms in Ostracods, 276.

Swammerdam, 14.

Symbiosis, candelabra trees and ants, 171

;

hermit-crabs and Hydroid polyps, 163 ;

hermit-crabs and sea-anemones, 162

;

origin of symbiosis, 176; lichens, 173;
fishes and sea-anemones, 167 ;

green
Amoebae, 170; green fresh-water polyp
{Hydra viridis), 168 ; Nostoc and AsoHa,

177; sea-anemones and yellow Algae,

171; root-fungi, 175.

Talents, specific, of man referred to

germinal selection, ii. 149 ; depend on
a combination of mental gifts, ii. 150.

Tichomiroff, artificial parthenogenesis, 307,

333-
Thorn-bugs, 89.

Transparent winged butterflies, 106.

Treviranus, as -founder of the evolution
theory, 18 ; on generic differences, ii.

306.

Trimen, observations on the immunity of

the Acrfeidas, 100.

Tropism in plants, ii. 276.
Twins, identical, ii. 44.

Vanessa, endemic species of, with protec-
tive colouring, 75.

Variability, fluctuating, ii. 327.
Variation, all ultimately quantitative, ii.

151; in a definite direction, ii. 118;
double roots of, ii. 195 ; ascending, ii.

122
; sports or saltatory variations, ii.

140 ; roots of hereditary, ii. 118.
Variation of individual characters, ii. 336

;

not always due to adaptation, ii. 197.
Variation, periods of, ii. 294.
Vital force, ii. 369.
Vitalism, ii. 369.
Virchow, Eudolf, on the inheritance of

mutilations, ii. 65.

VOehting, influence of light on the pro-

Digitized by Microsoft®



INDEX 405

ductiou of flowers, ii. 276 ; on I'egenera-
tiorij ii. 32.

Voigt, Walter, experiments in regenera-
tion, ii. 6 ; on Planarians, ii. 25.

Voit, Carl von, influence of nutrition on
bodily size, ii. 268.

Volvocinete, reproduction in, 257.
Vries, de, asymmetrical curves of fre-

quency, ii. 234 ; theory of mutations,
ii, 317 ; Pangen theory, 380.

Wagner, Franz von, regeneration in Lum-
briculus, ii. 27.

Wagner, Moriz, on the influence of isola-

tion, ii. 284.

Wahl, Bruno, on the development of
Erisialis, 399.

Wallace, on the immunity of Heliconiidae,

99 ; on the causes of the coloration of

butterflies, 211.

Wasmann, Erich, on transition forms in
ants, ii. 93 ; on sounds produced by
ants, ii. 83.

Weaver birds, ii. 290.
Whales, their origin through adaptation,

ii- 313-
Wheeler, role of the centrosphere in the
ovum, 309.

Wiedersheim, mdimentary organs in man,
ii. 226.

Wiesner, the smallest vital particles, 369.

Wing-priniordia in insects, 364.

Winkler, Hans, experiments on artificial

parthenogenesis, 307, 333 ; on merogony,

343-
Wolff, G., regeneration of the lens, in

Triton, ii. 19.

Wolff, K. v., the founder of the epigeuetie

theory of evolution, 352.
Wroughton, Robert, production of sounds
by Indian ants, ii. 95.

Wiirtemberger, form-series of ammonites,
ii. 176.

Xenia, ii. 58.

JCylina, protective coloui'ing of, 82.

Yolk of egg, 282.

Zehnder, the living substance made up of

fistella?, ii. 217 ;
polymorphism in ants,

ii. 99 ; on the Lamarckian principle, ii.

99-106 ; on the skeleton of Arthropods,
ii. 103 ; effect of amphimixis, ii. 223.

Ziegler, Ernst, on deformities, ii. 138.

Ziegler, H. E., experiments on merogony
in sea-urchin ova, 342.

Zojii, experiments with the ova of Medusae,

407.
Zoosperms, 273, 278, 279.
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